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Maxfield has
breakout

Leventis and Schultz set for
school board Area 8 runott

NICH PITTS / SPECIAL TO THE SUMTER ITEM

The Sumter School District offices were the polling location for the Green Swamp 1 and 2 Precinct in Tuesday’s special
election for the new Area 8 representative on Sumter school board. Total voter turnout in the special election was just

4.72% with 366 votes.

Voter turnout was 4.72%; former senator earns 43.7% of total vote

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

It will be Phil Leventis and
Keith Schultz in a runoff after
the two garnered the most
votes in Tuesday’s special
election for the Area 8 seat on
Sumter’s school board.

With four candidates in the
race and no one receiving
more than 50% plus one vote
of the total votes, the runoff
required for a candidate to get
a majority of votes, and it will
be on Tuesday, Feb. 25. Leven-
tis won 43.72% of the vote —
which included early voting
and absentee mail votes —
while Schultz took 19.4%.

A former member of Sum-
ter School District's Board of
Trustees, Schultz edged politi-
cal newcomer Tom Montgom-
ery by two votes for second
place. Montgomery finished
third with 18.85% of the vote.

Foxy Rae Campbell placed
fourth with 18.03% of the vote.

According to Sumter Coun-
ty Voter Registration and
Elections Office, there are
7,762 registered voters in Sum-
ter School District’s Area 8,
and 366 voted in the special
election. That is a voter turn-
out rate of 4.72%. Of the five
precincts, Wilson Hall had the

SEE RUNOFF, PAGE A14

Sumter school
board Area 8 candi-
dates Keith Schultz,
right, and Foxy Rae
Campbell hug after
all the election to-
tals were compiled
on Tuesday.

BRUCE MILLS / THE
SUMTER ITEM

LEVENTIS SCHULTZ

Early voting period
will be Wednesday
through Friday

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Like the school board special elec-
tion, the upcoming runoff between
Phil Leventis and Keith Schultz will
also include an early voting period for
registered voters in Sumter School Dis-
trict Area 8.

Three days of early voting will be
available on Wednesday, Feb. 19,
through Friday, Feb. 21, at Sumter
County Voter Registration Office, ac-
cording to county Voter Registration
and Elections Director Pat Jefferson.
Early voting hours each day will be 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m.

SEE EARY VOTING, PAGE A14

Sumters progress is looking good, say
Sumter officials at Chamber retreat

BY DEIRDRE CURRIN
deirdre@theitem.com

Superintendent William Wright Jr.

and Sumter EDGE CEO Jay
Schwedler, the retreat-goers left

has been up to and what it plans to
do in the coming year.
“Two years ago, almost three

The Greater Sumter Chamber of
Commerce held its annual retreat
in Myrtle Beach this year from
Friday, Feb. 7 to Sunday, Feb. 9,
and this year came loaded with up-
dates about local government, edu-
cation and economic development.

With updates from Sumter
County Council Chairman Jim
McCain, Sumter Mayor David
Merchant, Sumter School District

well-informed.

Here is what to know about what
the entities that encompass Sum-
ter have been doing this past year.

SUMTER SCHOOL DISTRICT

The district has had a busy past
year full of achievement and op-
portunities for improvement. At
the retreat, Wright gave an over-
view of what the school district

years ago now, when I first stood
on this stage in Asheville [where
the Chamber’s retreat was that
year], I told you that we’d get bet-
ter every day,” Wright said. “We’ve
got some evidence that, while
we’re not where we need to be, we
certainly are a better school dis-
trict than we were July 1 of 2022.”

SEE PROGRESS, PAGE A13

ZACHOOKS / THE SUMTER ITEM
First reading on the demolition of Rodeway Inn,
226 N. Washington St., was approved by Sumter
City Council on Tuesday, Feb. 4, due to its histo-
ry of criminal activity.

Demolition
of Sumters
Rodeway Inn
approved

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

Demolition of the North Washington
Street motel formerly belonging to a Church
Street address was approved for demolition
by Historic Preservation Design Review
board on the afternoon of Thursday, Feb. 13.

The Design Review Board is a seven-mem-
ber committee appointed by Sumter City
Council, tasked with implementing design
review for all exterior appearance and mate-
rials in two design review districts — Down-
town Historic District and Hampton Park
Historic District.

Concerning the demolition, a private appli-
cant, 226 North Washington Street LLC, re-
quested approval to move forward with a
complete demolition and removal of Rode-
way Inn. Design Review board only approved
demolition of Rodeway Inn, as it is in the

SEE RODEWAY, PAGE A14

PAST IS PRESENT
Sumterite, Lincoln
historian retlects
on school, how
people shaped

our community

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

Sumter is a town layered with history.
And rather than aggregated in textbooks,
it's told through its people, its struggles and
its triumphs.

But history is not a distant memory, a
thing of the past. It lives and breathes,
shaping the present. Few know this better
than Deloris Pringle.

At 79 years old, Pringle carries the weight
of Sumter’s history with her. Born and
raised on South Main Street, where her fam-
ily home still stands, she is both a witness to
and a product of a community shaped by
leaders, movements and change-makers. She
has seen firsthand how adversity faced by
those who came before and walked with her
paved the way for future generations.

Her own path began at Bates School, one
of the several “feeder schools” that fun-
neled students to the historic all-Black Lin-
coln High School. It was a time when school
was more than a place of learning but a

SEE PRESENT, PAGE A15
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SECOND FRONT

Mayesville Presbyterian
to present 3rd Rejoicings
Series event featuring
renowned pianist

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

For an evening of good
music and great fellowship,
Mayesville Presbyterian
Church invites all to its up-
coming event.

For the third event in its
Rejoicings Series, a reboot
of a series the church
launched in 2015 until the
COVID-19 pandemic
brought it to a pause,
Mayesville Presbyterian
will host Australian jazz pi-
anist Konrad Paszkudzki.

Since age 14, Paszkudzki
has been wowing audiences,
leading him to be named
"Young Australian Instru-
mentalist of the Year" at 14.
The following year, he was
accepted into the West Aus-
tralian Academy of Per-
forming Arts in Perth,
where he studied jazz piano.
After graduating with a
bachelor of music degree in
2007 at 18, he was awarded
the Melville Toyota Scholar-
ship for most outstanding
graduating student as well
as won the Generations in
Jazz James Morrison Schol-
arship, making him the first
pianist in the 20-year histo-
ry of the competition to
earn the prestigious award.
He would spend the next
two years touring with
world-renowned jazz trum-
peter Morrison while build-
ing his reputation as a lead-
ing jazzman in Australia.

In 2009, Konrad was of-
fered a scholarship to the
University of Miami and re-
located to the United States
for his studies. He received
his master’s degree in 2011,
played with jazz orchestras
in Los Angeles, led the
house trio during a year-
long residency at the covet-
ed New York venue 54
Below, released several re-
cordings, formed the Kon-
rad Paszkudzki Trio and
joined the John Pizzarelli
Quartet, leading to more
than 1,000 performances
worldwide in a period of
four years.

The Konrad Paszkudzki
Trio would be featured with
renowned jazz musician
Wynton Marsalis at events
for Jazz at Lincoln Center in
New York City in 2013. Mar-
salis described Konrad’s
playing and artistry as hav-
ing "a pearly touch, a sense
of history, a sense of drama,
a love of the blues and an el-
egance which is borne of
high-minded dedication."

In addition to touring and
recording, Paszkudzki also
serves as artistic director of
Jazz at the Ballroom, a non-

PHOTO PROVIDED
Australian jazz pianist Konrad
Paszkudzki will perform at
Mayesville Presbyterian Church’s
Rejoicings Series event Feb. 23.

profit organization commit-
ted “to keeping the Ameri-
can Songbook and swinging,
classic jazz thriving” as well
as providing audiences with
one-of-a-kind experiences.
Under his leadership, Jazz
at the Ballroom has per-
formed at prestigious ven-
ues nationwide. These per-
formances have featured top
musicians and renowned
vocalists celebrating the
rich history of jazz. And for
Mayesville, it'll be no differ-
ent, as he'll present an inti-
mate performance of "The
Great American Songbook."

"The Great American
Songbook" is a body of work
that features significant
20th-century American jazz
standards, popular songs
and show tunes by leading
composers like George Ger-
shwin, Cole Porter, Irving
Berlin, Lerner and Loewe,
Jerome Kern and Rodgers
and Hammerstein. These
names might bring to mind
songs such as "My Sweet
Embraceable You," "I Get a
Kick Out of You," "Accentu-
ate the Positive," "I Got
Rhythm," "On the Sunny
Side of the Street" and
tunes from various Broad-
way musicals.

And you can experience it
all on Sunday, Feb. 23, be-
ginning at 4 p.m. in the
church's sanctuary, 109 W.
Sumter St. Admission to all
events in the Rejoicings Se-
ries is free. A full schedule
of events for Rejoicings Se-
ries is available on the
church’s website, mayesvil-
lepres.org.

Donations are gratefully
accepted, as the series is de-
pendent upon donations for
its development and contin-
uation. Donations can be
made at the door, by mail to
P.O. Box 141, Mayesville SC
29104 or online at mayesvil-
lepres.org.

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS

Drivers battle through snowy conditions on Jan. 22 in Sumter. According to the National Weather
Service, it was the 13th-coldest January by average daily temperature in the Gamecock City and

County.

Brrr! January ‘eot cold and
stayed cold’ in Sumter

13th-coldest January on record
for Gamecock City and County,
national meteorologist says

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Big temperature variances can be common
in the month of February in the Midlands,
and we are experiencing that

that overnight lows in the timeframe will be
in the 30s.

JUST HOW COLD WAS JANUARY?

Think about this one: Through the first 27
days of the month, overnight low tempera-
tures were freezing (32 degrees or below) for
25 of those days.

The last four days of January were warmer
and brought the average daily temperature
up, and none of those days had overnight

lows of 32 or below, he said.

now, but it was downright cold in
January in Sumter.

National Weather Service me-
teorologist Leonard Vaughan,
based in Columbia, shared cur-
rent and short-term forecast con-
ditions for the area and broke
down for The Sumter Item on
Thursday all the facts and figures
about the coldest January in
about a decade for the Gamecock
City and County.

A warm start to February in
the Midlands with three days in
the low 80s was the result of the
atmosphere trying to find some

“The last part of the month re-
ally saved it from being a really
cold month, according to histori-
cal figures,” Vaughan said.

Still, it was the coldest January
in Sumter and Columbia since
2014, based on average daily tem-
perature. For Sumter, it was the
13th-coldest January on record
since 1901, according to the weath-
er service.

The average daily temperature
in the Gamecock City and County
in January was 40.2 degrees,
which was 5.5 degrees below the
30-year historical average of 45.7.

sort of balance after the chilly A fountain is iced over on
January. (More on January in a Jan. 22 in Sumt
minute.) an. 22 in Sumter.

Cooler temperatures have set in
during the last week in the area, and we can
expect continued swings in temperatures
through February and into March, Vaughan
said.

“Right now, we are going into kind of a
cooler, wetter period, but that is generally
common for this time of year,” he said. “Our
weather pattern will not get more ‘normal,’
so to speak, until we get into the later part of
spring.”

The immediate forecast is rain for both Sat-
urday, Feb. 15, and Sunday, Feb. 16. Saturday’s
high temperature will be in the mid-50s in
Sumter, while Sunday will reach the low 70s,
according to the weather service. Monday,
Feb. 17, and Tuesday, Feb. 18, will return to
cooler and drier conditions locally with highs
in the mid- to upper 50s.

Wednesday, Feb. 19, will be cool and wet
with highs about 50 degrees. Vaughan added

The coldest Januarys on record
for Sumter were in 1940 and 1977,
according to the weather service’s
databases. Both of those years,
Sumter’s average daily temperature was 35.7
degrees. For Bishopville, last month was the
10th-coldest January on record, Vaughan
added.

There were two winter weather events in
January for the Midlands. On Jan. 11, it was
rain mixed with sleet for a few hours. Then,
on Jan. 21 and into the next morning, Sumter
had about 1.5 inches of snow at the City of
Sumter water plant on Pine Street near Riley
Park, he said. It marked three years since
Sumter’s last measurable snowfall.

Still, January was dry overall in the Mid-
lands, according to Vaughan.

“Even though we had the snow, people
might have thought we had a lot of rain in
January, but it was kind of dry, believe it or
not,” he said. “The cold was really the big
thing, and it was colder than we have seen for
a while. It got cold and stayed cold."
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NOW STREAMING ON
YOUTUBE

recently revealed a vibrant,

cleaner community.

https://youtu.be/AcmFjXLRITU

multi-purpose, blue gill-inspired
sculpture as a call to action against
the littering issues in our communi-
ty, which extends to our wildlife and
waterways. After loading trash into
the sculpture, City of Sumter litter
officers partnered with CCTC and
USC Sumter on a litter walk for a

Central Carolina Technical College

BD partners with Sumter

United Ministries Free
Medical Clinic to help
patients reach medical care

SUBMITTED

SUMTER — BD (Becton,
Dickinson and Company), a
leading global medical tech-
nology company employing
nearly 1,000 associates
across South Carolina, has
partnered with Sumter Unit-
ed Ministries Free Medical
Clinic to help eliminate
transportation barriers to
health care access for its pa-
tients. Sumter United Minis-
tries Free Medical Clinic
has received a grant from
the BD Community Invest-
ment Fund, which issued a
total of $2 million in invest-
ments across 27 BD commu-
nities to support expanded
access to preventative care,
nutrition, housing and edu-
cation.

Historically, underserved
patient populations can face
numerous barriers to health
care — including access to re-
liable transportation for medi-

cal appointments. With this
grant, Sumter United Minis-
tries Free Clinic will be able
to offer its patients transpor-
tation to and from appoint-
ments — free of charge — to
support community members
who are unable to inde-
pendently access medical care
when they need it.

“The core mission of the
BD Community Investment
Fund is to help expand ac-
cessibility to health care ser-
vices for the most vulnerable
patient populations in our
hometown communities,”
said Sien Avalos, director of
Social Investing at BD and
vice president of the BD
Foundation. “With this
grant, we look to help Sum-
ter United Ministries Free
Medical Clinic reach those in
the community who need ac-
cess to care most by elimi-
nating a common, yet man-
ageable obstacle to obtaining
treatment and preventative
care.”

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTO

Volunteers and employees at Sumter United Ministries’ free medical
clinic work during the coronavirus pandemic. SUM’s new partnership
with BD will allow patients to get transportation to appointments for

free when they need it.

“Sumter United Ministries
is deeply grateful for our

partnership with BD. Provid-

ing health care alone is not
enough if people cannot ac-
cess these essential services.
Often, a broader range of
support is needed to make a
meaningful impact,” Mark
Champagne, executive direc-
tor at Sumter United Minis-
tries said. “Thank you, BD,
for your commitment to
making health care accessi-
ble to our neighbors in Sum-
ter.”

BD has been a longstanding

community partner in South
Carolina for more than 50
years (opening its Sumter
Plant in 1970 with 25 employ-
ees). Today, the company up-
holds its pledge to support the
well-being of these communi-
ties and has invested in nu-
merous local health and well-
ness nonprofits, including
United Way, American Heart
Association and Sumter Edu-
cation Foundation.

ABOUT BD

BD is one of the largest
global medical technology

companies in the world and
is advancing the world of
health by improving medical
discovery, diagnostics and
the delivery of care. The
company supports the he-
roes on the frontlines of
health care by developing in-
novative technology, services
and solutions that help ad-
vance both clinical therapy
for patients and clinical pro-
cess for health care provid-
ers. BD and its more than
70,000 employees have a pas-
sion and commitment to help
enhance the safety and effi-
ciency of clinicians' care de-
livery process, enable labora-
tory scientists to accurately
detect disease and advance
researchers' capabilities to
develop the next generation
of diagnostics and therapeu-
tics. BD has a presence in
virtually every country and
partners with organizations
around the world to address
some of the most challeng-
ing global health issues. By
working in close collabora-
tion with customers, BD can
help enhance outcomes,
lower costs, increase effi-
ciencies, improve safety and
expand access to health care.
For more information on BD,
please visit bd.com or con-
nect on LinkedIn at wwuw.
linkedin.com/company/bd1/,
X (formerly Twitter) @BDan-
dCo or Instagram @becton_

SHS students spread cheer to
rehabilitation center residents
with Valentines cards

he Student Government Association Junior Class

at Sumter High School delivered Valentine’s Day

cards and treats to the residents at National
Health Care Rehabilitation Center on Friday morning,
Feb. 14. The service project was meant to strengthen
meaningful connection within the community and to re-
mind elders that, even if they may feel forgotten during
this season, the students of Sumter High School hold

them close in their hearts.

PHOTOS BY ZACHOOKS / THE SUMTER ITEM
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2nd suspect arrested in
connection to death of

Stephen Collins in 2022

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

More than seven months after the
first arrest was made after the two-
year investigation into
the death of 87-year-old
Stephen E. Collins in
2022, a second man has
been charged.

Earlier this week on
Monday, Feb. 10, Ma-
la’Kiy Raphel Brooks,
20, of Lexington, was
charged with first-de-
gree burglary and murder in connec-
tion to the death of Collins, accord-
ing to Mark Bordeaux, public infor-
mation officer with Sumter County
Sheriff’s Office.

Brooks was taken to Sumter Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Detention Center,
where he is being held without bond.

Collins was found deceased in his
Edgehill Road residence from multi-
ple gunshot wounds on July 8, 2022.

BROOKS

Two years later, it was announced
that Elijah Keith Fleming was
charged with murder. At the time, it
was said Fleming and an accomplice
entered Collins’ home between July
7-8, 2022, armed with firearms in-
tending to steal items, Bordeaux
said. Collins was then shot several
times while sitting on his couch.

Fleming is being held in Clayton
County, Georgia, on another murder
charge, Bordeaux said.

Sumter Sheriff Anthony Dennis
thanked investigators from various
agencies, including Sumter Police
Department and from Lee, Kershaw,
Lexington, Jasper and Beaufort
counties in South Carolina as well as
Clayton County Sheriff’s Office and
SLED.

“This is another example that this
office will continue to be committed
to bringing closure to victims and
their families by bringing all
those responsible to justice,” Dennis
said.

Manning man charged with desecration of
remains after vehicle fire in December; manner
of death unknown, investigation continues

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

Initially wanted for questioning, a
Manning man has been charged
after another man was found dead
inside a burning vehi-
cle in December 2024.

According to Tonyia
McGirt, public infor-
mation officer for Sum-
ter Police Department,
27-year-old John Elliot
Dingle, of Manning,
turned himself in to
police on Wednesday,
Feb. 12, in connection to the death of
67-year-old Willis Samuel Jr.

Dingle was charged with third-de-
gree arson and desecration of

DINGLE

human remains and booked at Sum-
ter County Sheriff’s Office Detention
Center on a $50,000 surety bond with
location monitoring, McGirt said.

Before 2:20 a.m. on Dec. 31, officers
and firefighters responded to a re-
port of a car fire behind Eastwood
Park apartment complex off Boule-
vard Road. Samuel Jr. was deceased
inside the vehicle, McGirt said.

The manner of death has not been
determined, and further autopsy re-
sults are pending.

An investigation is ongoing by
Sumter Police Department, Claren-
don County Sheriff’s Office, SLED
and Sumter County Coroner’s Of-
fice to gather details that can deter-
mine how and why Samuels Jr. was
killed.

Sleeping in church ...

admit it — I have fallen asleep in

church. When I was a child and we

had church on Sunday nights, the

preacher’s voice seemed hypnotic.
A few minutes into his message, I would
be stretched out on the pew, lost in la-la
land.

boy, prone to wetting the bed. During
one long Sunday night service, Granny
stretched him out on one of the slat
pews of Venus Baptist Church. About
halfway through the service, my mother,
Uncle Pete and Aunt Bill noticed a thin

When I was home from col-
lege, late Saturday nights made
for sleepy Sunday mornings.
The summer I dated Miss Hard-
ee County, we had been out late
courting on Saturday, and I was
supposed to sing in the choir the

trickle of yellow liquid making
its way forward on the uneven
wooden floor. A flurry of giggles
and pinches broke out until
Granny noticed the growing
stream. Then she started to gig-
gle, too. I am sure the preacher
noticed the commotion; perhaps

next morning. I made it in time,

did my part for the choir special The Rev. Dr.
Clay Smith

and then settled in for the ser-
mon. I could not keep my eyes
open. I went to the old standby
position of folding my hands and bowing
my head, hoping people would think I
was praying. I was drifting off when
Elmo Roberts, two seats over, cleared his
sinuses. I thought I had snored and jerk-
ed my head up. My mother later told me
she thought the Spirit had really spoken
to me during the pastor’s message.

People do funny things when they
sleep in church. My Uncle Earl wore
mirrored sunglasses in the choir every
Sunday. He did not want people to think
he was asleep during the sermon. No
one told him when he fell asleep during
the sermon; his head rocked back, and
his mouth opened. He looked like a
thirsty man trying to drink the rain.

I have seen more elbows thrown in
church than in a roller derby. Most
often, it is women elbowing their hus-
bands who have been lulled to sleep by
the sermon. Sometimes, when the el-
bows are delivered, the men startle
awake, look around and then try to pre-
tend like they were listening the whole
time.

There is an old joke about a preacher
who was tired of a deacon falling asleep
during every sermon. He decided to
make an example of the old man.
During a sermon, the preacher whis-
pered, “Everyone who wants to go to
heaven, stand up.” Of course, the whole
congregation stood except for the sleep-
ing deacon. The preacher told the con-
gregation to be seated, and then he bel-
lowed, “Everyone who wants to go to
hell, stand up.” The old deacon, startled
awake, heard the words “stand up” and
naturally stood. He looked around and
said, “Preacher, I don’t know what we
are voting for, but it looks like you and I
are the only ones in favor.”

My Uncle Bud had the best story of
falling asleep in church. He was a little

he thought that the last joke he
told was finally getting through.

People ask me from time to
time if it bothers me when peo-
ple fall asleep in church. I used
to say, “No, as long as they are awake for
the offering,” but people started to think
I was serious. I know for many people,
Sunday mornings are the only time in
the week they are still. Sure, I wish peo-
ple would stay awake while I preach, but
I would rather have them sleep in
church than be awake in sin.

People occasionally tell me I am the
first preacher who kept them awake. I
used to think it was a compliment until
one dear saint elaborated: “Your ser-
mons are like a slow-motion train
wreck. I just can’t look away.”

I was keeping my grandson not long
ago. He was fussy. His parents instruct-
ed me this was a sign he was either
hungry, needed a diaper change or was
sleepy. I had taken care of the first two,
so I knew he needed sleep. I put him in
his swing, but he was having none of it.
His fussing grew worse. I picked him
up, put his head on my shoulder and
started rocking him back and forth. His
crying grew more intense. Finally, I put
him down on my bed, put my arm
under his head and pulled him close. He
turned to me, and the crying stopped.
His eyes closed, and his breathing be-
came regular. He needed the safety of
his grandfather being close to finally
sleep.

It made me wonder about everyone
who falls asleep in church. Are they fi-
nally close enough to their Heavenly Fa-
ther that they feel safe enough to let
down and relax in his arms? Maybe that
is how we are supposed to live, asleep or
awake.

Editor's note: This column is from the ar-
chives of the Rev. Dr. Clay Smith, lead
pastor of Alice Drive Baptist Church in
Sumter. Email him at claysmith@adbc.
org.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CANDIDATE FILING AND PRIMARY

Candidate Filing Period:
A special candidate filing period for S. C. House District 50 will open at noon on Friday, February 7, 2025,
12:00 a.m. noon and closes on Saturday, February 15, 2025. 12:00 noon. Any candidate seeking a political
party’s nomination for this office must file during this period with the County Board of Voter Registration and

COUNTY OF SUMTER

Vobte for us!
Best Chiropractor

Dr. Shannon Reizer, DC

Dr. Jordan Reizer, D.C.

(803) 757-1700

(L Ring (lavand! oo Reases

95' MARKET STREET © SUMTER
984000 | wwwierngereunsihereses.co

Elections.

Filing Locations:
Sumter County Board of Voter Registration and Elections: 129 E. Liberty Street Sumter, South Carolina 29150

Filing Hours:

Weekdays: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, February 15, 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Filing Form: The Statement of Intention of Candidacy & Party Pledge (SICPP) form required for filing is
available in the “Candidate Information” section of scVOTES.gov and at the county voter registration and
elections office.

Filing Fee: The filing fee for this office is $ 147.33 Filing fees are paid at the time of filing by candidates
seeking nomination. Filing fee checks should be made payable to the appropriate political party.

State Ethics Filings: Candidates are required to file a Statement of Economic Interests and a Campaign
Disclosure online with the State Ethics Commission at http://ethics.sc.gov. Failure to file these documents
may result in a candidate fine but will not disqualify a candidate from the election. Contact the State Ethics
Commission for more information.

Notice of Primary:
If at the close of filing a party primary is necessary to determine the party nominee (multiple candidates file

for one party’s nomination), a primary will be held on Tuesday, April 1. Any necessary runoffs will be held
on Tuesday, April 15,2025. Any person wishing to vote in these primaries and runoffs must be registered by
Sunday, March 2, 2025. Voter registration by mail applications will be accepted if postmarked by Monday,
March 3, 2025.

At 9:00 a.m. on the day of the primary and day of the runoff, the County Board of Voter Registration and
Elections will begin its examination of the 1 absentee ballot return envelopes at the County Voter Registration
& Election Office located at 129 E. Liberty Street Sumter, South Carolina 29150.

On Thursday, April 4, at 10:00 a.m. the County Board of Canvassers will hold a hearing to determine the
validity of all provisional ballots cast in the primary. On Thursday April 6, at 10:00 a.m. the County Board of
canvassers will hold a hearing to determine the validity of all provisional ballots cast in the runoff. These
hearings will be held at the County Voter Registration & Election Office located at 129 E. Liberty Street, Sumter,
South Carolina 29150.

The following precincts and polling places will be open during any necessary primaries and runoffs from 7:00
a.m. until 7:00 p.m.:

Precin Polling Place

Rembert Rembert FireStation
Hillcrest Hillcrest Middle School
Oakland Plantation 1 Oakland Primary School
Dalzell 1 Hillcrest Middle School
Oswego Crestwood High School
Mayesville Mayesville Fire Station
Salem Rule Fire Station

St. John Shiloh Community Center

Thomas Sumter Hillcrest Middle School
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Mans need for speed makes
wite want to hit the brakes

EAR ABBY: My hus-
band is an adrena-
line junkie who
loves high speeds
and fast cars. I am the oppo-

site. I hate riding in fast cars,

didn't hear you. Next time,
wait until you're safely in
your car to unsheathe your
claws, pussycat.

DEAR ABBY: I need to live

on roller coasters or
anything adrena-
line-related. I have
explained to him
many times that I
don't enjoy going fast
in his super-fast car,
yet he keeps asking

with someone be-
cause I'm on the
verge of being home-
less. I have been in
homeless shelters,
and I have also lived
alone, but I can't do
that again because it

me to go with him. I'll

do it sometimes, but I Dear Abby
ABIGAIL
VAN BUREN

hate it. If I refuse to
accompany him, he
feels rejected. I have
tried saying it nicely,
but he keeps insisting I go on
fast drives with him. I don't
know what to do anymore.
Please help.

SLOWER IN THE U.K.

DEAR SLOWER: You have al-
ready expressed your feel-
ings. Your husband has cho-
sen to ignore them. If you
prefer not to ride with your
adrenaline junkie spouse
while he puts pedal to the
metal ... DON'T GO! If he
pouts because you are terri-
fied, the problem is his. Stop
making it yours.

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I had dinner with some
friends, a married couple.
After dinner, we left the
restaurant a few minutes
apart and, as we were walk-
ing to our car, I told my hus-
band the wife was "really in-
tense and sometimes a lot to
handle." I didn't realize they
were still within earshot. My
husband pointed out that
they probably heard me, but
I'm not sure. Can I do any-
thing? I don't want to apolo-
gize if she didn't notice or
take offense. But she IS real-
ly intense and may be angry.

OOPS! IN OREGON

DEAR OOPS!: Cross your fin-
gers and wait it out. You will
know whether you owe her
an apology the next time you
or your husband try to invite
them out. If you're lucky, she

causes my anxiety
and depression to act
up.
I just started

talking to this guy.

We are starting to
like each other, but we hav-
en't met in person, and I am
wondering if you think I
could move in with that guy
after a month?

NEEDS SHELTER IN

ARIZONA

DEAR NEEDS SHELTER: No, I
do not! It would be a huge
mistake to move in with any-
one you have known for only
a month. If you think staying
in a shelter until you can get
on your feet and be indepen-
dent causes your anxiety and
depression to act up, it would
be nothing compared to liv-
ing with a stranger who
might be abusive. As you
stated, you haven't even met
this person yet. A gamble
like this is very risky, and I
don't recommend it.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known
as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pau-
line Phillips. Contact Dear
Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.

To receive a collection of Ab-
by's most memorable — and
most frequently requested —
poems and essays, send your
name and mailing address,
plus check or money order for
$8 (U.S. funds) to: Dear Abby
-- Keepers Booklet, P.O. Box
447, Mount Morris, IL 61054-
0447. (Shipping and handling
are included in the price.)

v

‘Hansel and Gretel is reimagined
by Stephen King, Maurice Sendak

BY HILLEL ITALIE
AP National Writer

An upcoming edition of
"Hansel and Gretel" com-
bines the dark and singular
talents of two literary gi-
ants who apparently never
met: Stephen King and the
late Maurice Sendak.

HarperCollins Publishers
announced Thursday that
the King-Sendak re-imagin-
ing of the famed Brothers
Grimm tale about two lost
children in a frightening
forest is scheduled for Sept.
2. King's words will be com-
plemented by sketches Sen-
dak drew up for set and cos-
tume designs for a 1997 pro-
duction of the Humper-
dinck opera adaptation.

The book was initiated by
the Maurice Sendak Foun-
dation. King, author of
"The Shining," "Carrie" and
other horror classics, said
he decided to agree to the
project after seeing Sen-
dak's illustrations.

"Two of his pictures in
particular spoke to me: One
was of the wicked witch on
her broom with a bag of
kidnapped children riding
behind her; the other was of

HARPERCOLLINS PUBLISHERS VIA AP
This cover image released by
HarperCollins Publishers
shows “Hansel and Gretel” by
Stephen King and Maurice
Sendak.

the infamous candy house
becoming a terrible face. I
thought, 'This is what the
house really looks like, a
devil sick with sin, and it
only shows that face when
the kids turn their backs. I
wanted to write that!" King
said in a statement issued
through HarperCollins.

"To me, it was the essence
of this story and, really, all
fairy tales: a sunny exteri-
or, a dark and terrible cen-
ter, brave and resourceful
children. In a way, I have
been writing about kids like
Hansel and Gretel for much
of my life."

Representatives for King
say he has no memory of
meeting Sendak, although
King has expressed admira-
tion for the musical "Really
Rosie," a Sendak-Carole
King collaboration.

Lynn Caponera, the Sen-
dak foundation's executive
director, said in a statement
that she thought King ideal
because outside of the
Grimmes, "he's the master of
scary stories and a wonder-
ful writer to boot."

Sendak, who died in 2012,
spoke about Hansel and
Gretel around the time he
was working on the opera.
In an interview published
in the 2003 book "The Art of
Maurice Sendak," he called
the fairy tale "the most pro-
found" of the Grimm canon.

"Generally speaking,
most of Grimm is about he-
roic children. 'Hansel and
Gretel' are the most heroic
of them all," said Sendak,
known for "Where the Wild
Things Are," "In the Night
Kitchen" and other chil-
dren's favorites. "It's the
toughest story in the world,
and people are afraid of it,
yet it's famous because it's
so truthful."

Hear insights on tracing genealogy at
Feb. 17 meeting of genealogical society

SUBMITTED

Mary Francis "Frankie" Nesbitt will
speak at the membership meeting of Sum-
ter County Genealogical Society at 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 17, in the fellowship hall of
Swan Lake Presbyterian Church, 912

Haynsworth St.

Nesbitt will share her journey as a ge-
nealogist as she discusses how anyone can
start their genealogy quest without know-
ing much and shares the insights she
learned that lead to a better “understand-
ing a lot more about our line — where we
came from, how we got here, why we came
... and now having connections with cous-

Archway Academy

South Carolina’s Premier Early
Education Programs

After School Program
e Locally Owned Business
Best Place to Work

ins we never knew we had.”

Refreshments will be served after the
speaker’s presentation.

The society meets monthly from Sep-
tember through May. Visitors are wel-
come to attend. Admission is free to the

public. Interested persons can join the so-

774-3901.

Ce[eéma'ng
40 ?/ears of
Excellence

[ "\ote for usl

Customer Service
Preschool
Summer Camp °
Child Care Center

803-773-6480
803-773-4300

www.Archway.Academy

ciety. Membership includes four newslet-
ters during the year and free use of Sum-
ter County Genealogical Society Research
Center. Annual dues are $30 for an indi-
vidual membership and $35 for a family.
Readers can call the society’s research
center for additional information at (803)

/\\ ‘ 9




A6 SATURDAY-TUESDAY, FEB. 15-18, 2025

LOCAL

THE SUMTER ITEM

)

AUTO &
TRANSPORTATION

Aftermarket Auto Repair

ATV Dealership

Auto & Boat Upholstery

Auto Body Shop

Auto Parts

Boat Dealership

Car & Truck Accessories

Car Audio & Electronics

Car Salesperson

Dealership Service Dept

Limousine Service

Luxury Car Dealership

Mobile Car Detailing

Motorcycle / Moped Dealership

New Car Dealership

Oil Change

Rims / Wheels Store

Small Engine Repair

Tire Store

Towing Service
Used Car Dealership

BUSINESS

AAdult Day Center

Air Purification Company

Auction Company

Bail Bond Company

Banquet Facilities

Barber Shop

Building Design Company

Car Wash

Child Care Center

Children’s Fitness

Commercial Contractor

Commercial Real Estate Company

Dance Studio

Day Spa

Dry Cleaners

Employment Agency

Fire Extinguisher Service

Fitness Center / Gym

Floral Company

Funeral Home

Golf Course

Hair Salon

Health Care Insurance

Heavy Equipment Rental

Home & Auto Insurance

Hotel

Internet Service Provider

Irrigation Company

IT Company

Junk Removal Service

Life Insurance Company

Lumber Company

Manufacturing Plant

Martial Arts

Massage / Massage Therapist

Mobile Device Repair

Monument Company

Nail Salon

Online-Based Business

Paralegal Firm

Paving Company

Pest Control

Pet Boarding

Pet Grooming

v

Pet Hospital [talian
Pilates / Yoga Studio Liquor Store
Printing & Graphics Company Local Produce Farm
Self Storage Facility Mexican
Septic Tanks Nightclub
Sign Company Pizza
Storage Buildings Pizza Delivery
Tanning Salon Produce
Tattoo Studio Restaurant Drive-Thru
Transportation Services Romantic Restaurant
Travel Agency Salads
Tree Service Sandwiches
Trucking Company Seafood
Web Design Company Smoothie
Window Tinting Snow Cones / Shaved Ice
) Sports Bar
Community Steak
Sushi
Art Gallery Sweet Tea
Charity Event Takeout
Church Tex-Mex
Civic Club Wings
Community Event
Elected Official EDUCATION
EMT
Event Entertainment Adult Education
Event Venue After-School Program
Family Entertainment College / University
Firefighter College Professor
Law Enforcement Officer Driving School
Live Theatre Elementary School
Networking Group High School
Non-Profit Organization Middle School
Park Preschool
Place for a Girls Night Out Private School
Place for Kids to Have Fun School Administrator
Place to Take a Visitor School Teacher
Place to Volunteer Tutoring Center
Sports Leagues
Summer Camp HOME & FINANCE
Wedding Venue
Accounting
EAT & DRINK Air & Heating Service
Apartment Complex
American Assisted Living Community
Asian Audio Video Solutions
Bar Bank
Barbeque Bookkeeping Company
BBQ Sauce/ Seasoning Rub Cable/Satellite Company
Breakfast Carpet Cleaning
Breakfast Buffet Cleaning Company (Residential)
Brunch
Buffet Contractor / Remodeler
Burger Countertops Company
Business Lunch Credit Union
Butcher Decks & Porches
Cake & Desserts Drive-Thru Banking
Catering Electric Company
Chicken Fence Company
Coffee Shop Financial Advisement
Country Cooking Flooring Installation Company
Deli
Donuts Garage Doors
Family Restaurant Glass & Mirror
Fast Food Grading & Hauling
Food Truck Gutter Maintenance
French Fries Home Accents Company
Frozen Yogurt Home Security Company
Grocery Store Interior Decorating Company
Happy Hour Investment Company.
Health Food Landscaping
Hot Dog Loan Company
|ce Cream Store Locksmith
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Manufactured House Dealer

Mortgage Lender

Moving Company.

New Home Construction Company

Nursing Home

Painters

Plumbing Supplies
Pool Company
Pressure Washing Company

Propane / Gas Company

Property Management Company

Real Estate Agent

Real Estate Appraisal

Real Estate Closing Attorney
Real Estate Company

Real Estate Inspector

Roofing Company

Senior Care

Tax Preparation

Window Cleaning

MEDICAL

Audiologist

Cardiologist
Children’s Dentist

Chiropractor

Cosmetic Dentist

Dentist Office

Dermatologist

Dialysis Company

Durable Medical Equipment
Ear Nose, and Throat

Endodontics

Esthetician

Family Practice

General Surgeon

Hearing Aid Center

Home Health

Hospice Care

Hospital

Imaging Services

In-Home Care

Internal Medicine

Laser / Skin Care

Lasik Surgery

Medical Center

Mental Health Counselor

Nurse (Name and Business)

Obstetrics & Gynecology

Occupational Therapist

Optometrist
Orthodontist

Orthopedic Surgeon

THE BIGGEST BEST OF SUMTER.

Qutpatient Surgery

Qutpatient Therapy Clinic

Pediatric Practice

Physical Therapist
Plastic Surgeon

Podiatrist

Prosthetics Company

Private Ambulance Service

Psychiatrist

Sleep Center

Speech Therapy

Urgent Care

Behavior Health

PROFESSIONALS

Bankruptcy Attorney

Bartender

Chef

Civil Attorney

Consultant

Counselor

Criminal Defense Attorney

Electrical Contractor

Estate Planning Attorney

Fvent Planner

Family Law Attorney

Hair Stylist

Individual Dentist

Insurance Agent

Life Coach

Loan Officer

Pediatrician

Personal Injury Attorney

Personal Trainer

Pet Sitter

Pet Trainer

Photographer

Plumber

Private Investigator
Tattoo Artist

\eterinarian

Wedding Coordinator

SHOPPING &
COMMERCE

Antique Store

Appliance Store

Arts and Crafts Store

Bookstore

Boutique

Bridal Shop

Carpet / Flooring Store

CBD Retailer

Children’s Clothing Store

Computer Store

Consignment Store

Cosmetics Store

Department Store

Fabric Store

Feed Store

Fishing Store

Fitness Store

Frame Store

Furniture Store

(Gas Station

Gift Store

Golf Cart Store

Guns & Firearms Dealer

Hardware Store

Jewelry Store

Lighting & Fan Store

Local Cellular Company

Mattress Store

Men's Clothing Store

Music Store

Nursery

Office Equipment

Paint Store

Party Rentals

Party Supply Store

Pawn Shop

Pharmacy

School Supplies

Shoe Store

Sporting Goods

Thrift Store

Tobacco Store

Tool / Equipment Rental Store
Tuxedo Rental

Vape Store

Wig Store

Window Company
Women'’s Clothing Store

BEST OF THE BEST

Best Boss

Best Customer Service

Best Local Industry

Best Locally Owned Business

Best New Business (opened in 2024)

Best Place to Work

The Scoop on BEST OF SUMTER 2025:

1. VOTE DAILY at Theltem.com/BestOf OR vote through your print ballot. Deadline for voting is

Feb. 26.

2. Winners with the most votes will be announced at the BEST OF SUMTER 2025 — The Red Carpet
Event - Tuesday, April 29 and in the Sumter Item’s glossy BEST OF SUMTER magazine on May 3.

3. Winners will receive a BEST OF SUMTER window cling and framed photo recognition.
4. Winners will be invited to attend the BEST OF SUMTER red carpet event in April!

To promote your business throughout the contest, contact your Item sales representative or

marketing@theitem.com.

REGISTRATION Z'Sme

BALLOT

Drop off or mail to:

ATTN: BALLOTS
36 W. Liberty Street
Sumter, SC 29151

dress

City

State Zip

Email:




A8

SATURDAY-TUESDAY, FEB. 15-18, 2025

THE SUMTER ITEM

st REFLECTIONS

Jewish settlers play important role in Sumter

eflections celebrates the

writings of Cassie Nich-

oles with another of her
contributions to Sumter history,
the Jewish set-
tlers. The Sumter
Item archives (ar-
ticles and photos)
and additional in-
formation provid-
ed by Nicholes
were used in this

Sammy Way
REFLECTIONS

research. Due to
the length of this piece, it will be
presented in two parts.

“Observance of the Centennial of
Congregation Sinai was held on
April 4, 1976, actually two years after
the 100th anniversary of the first
Jewish organization in Sumter. Jew-
ish settlers came to Sumter from
Charleston in the first days of the
village of Sumterville, circa 1801.
According to the late Herbert A.
Moses, one of Sumter’s outstanding
historians, the first permanent set-
tler was Mark Solomons, who came
from Charleston between 1815 and
1820.

“The booklet ‘The Early Minutes
of the Sumter Society of Israelites,’
published in 1936 by Moses, gives in-
formation regarding activities of the
first Jewish organization in Sumter,
organizations which were the begin-
nings of Congregation Sinai. The
first minutes recorded were of ‘an
adjourned meeting’ of the Sumter
Hebrew Benevolent Society held on
April 17, 1881, at the office of C.H.
Moise, Esq.

“Prior to the 1881 meeting, another
group purchased two acres of land
in 1874 from John H. Furman, trust-
ee, for a Jewish cemetery by a repre-
sentative of a group known as the
Hebrew Cemetery Society (or Burial
Society). This action took place
seven years before the Hebrew Be-
nevolent Society was formed. Ac-
cording to the minutes found in
Moses’ booklet, those present for the
meeting in addition to C.A. Moise
were the following: D. Rosendorf, A.
Morris, Abe Morris, Altamont
Moses, M. G. Ryttenberg, B.J. Bar-
nett, E. W. Moise, A.D. Moses, H.
Goldstrom, Abe Ryttenberg, A.C.
Phelps, E.W. Moise Jr., H.D. Moise,
C.H. Moise Jr., J.E. Suares, Harry
Ryttenberg, Perry Moses, M.
Furstenberg, Herman Schwerin, Dr.
Ed Solomons, Horace Harby, Marion
Moise and Isaac Sulzbacher.

“On April 27, 1881, a committee
from the two societies met to consid-
er a merger. Representing the Burial
Society were M.E. Cohen, A. A. Solo-
mons and C.H. Moise; representa-
tives for the Benevolent Society were
E.W. Moise, Horace Harby and Al-
tamont Moses. It was agreed that the
two would merge as The Hebrew Be-
nevolent Society, and on May 2, less

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS

This postcard shows the Jewish synagogue, Temple Sinai, in Sumter. Jewish settlers came to Sumterville about 1801 and established

a congregation. The brick synagogue replaced a wooden one and was dedicated in 1913.

trained in Sumter, was confirmed
with a Charleston class in 1891. Levy
came to Sumter for perhaps a year
or two, leading services and assist-
ing with a Sunday School. Thus
began the formation of a regular
congregation which later called a
resident leader and built a place of
worship.

“In 1885, the same Sumter Society
of Israelites was assumed by the
Jewish residents of Sumter, and on
Dec. 7, 1891, this society received a
charter from the clerk of court. The
following are recorded as members:
Altamont Moses, Marion Moise,
M.G. Ryttenberg, Horace Harby,
E.W. Moise, Abe Ryttenberg, V.H.
Phelps, A.C. Phelps, Irving A. Ryt-
tenberg, Louis Morris, Harry Mor-
ris, Henry Weinberg, H. Schwerin, I.
Strauss, R.H. Moise, A.L. Moise, I.H.
Moses Jr., H. Ryttenberg, Louis
Lyon, Moses Green, Joe Strauss, Ga-
briel Levy, H.J. Harby, C. D.
Schwartz, Isaac Schwartz, D. Rosen-
dorf, B.J. Barnett, H.D. Barnett, H.
Karesh, H. Manheim, F.M. and M.
Levi.

“The first synagogue, a wooden
structure, was built on the corner of
Hampton Avenue (then Republican
Street) and Church Street. The lot
was purchased from Anna J. McCall
in December 1891. Desirous of a
more spiritual life for their congre-
gation, the members called Rabbi
Jacob Klein in 1904 to be their regu-
lar rabbi and live within the commu-
nity. After serving four years, he was
followed by Rabbi David Sessler, who
remained two years before being fol-

than a lowed by
week Rabbi David
later, the Klein. Hav-
cemetery ing served
property seven years,
was Rabbi R.F.K.
trans- Hirsch suc-
ferred to ceeded him.
the Be- “Rabbi
nevolent Hirsch
Society. served the
On May congregation
1, 1881, for 10 years;
the fol- he was fol-
lowing of- lowed by
ficers Rabbi J.I.
were Freund, who
elected: remained
C.H. only two
Moise, years. Fre-
president; und was suc-
Altamont ceeded by
Moses, one who
vice pres- served the
ident; J.E. congregation
Rytten- with devo-
berg, sec- tion for
retary; many years,
B.J. Bar-  This advertisement for closures during Jewish New Year Rabbi Samu-
nett, trea- was published on Sept. 11, 1931. el R. Shill-
surer. man. In 1949,

Soon a committee reported that the
Masonic Hall had been rented for
use of the society for its meetings.
For many years, work of the society
covered a wide range of activities.
Committees were initiated for Moral
Improvements, Finance, Charity,
Visiting the Burial Cemetery and In-
tellectual Improvement.

“Although no resident leader was
available to train the young people
until Rabbi David Levy of Charles-
ton visited the society, one class,

Rabbi J. Aaron Levy came as the
rabbi and remained until his retire-
ment; Rabbi Edward Miskin then
served for a short time.

“On Sunday afternoon, Dec. 10,
1972, Rabbi Anshalom Magidovitch
was installed in an impressive ser-
vice. Lending able assistance in the
leadership of the congregation have
been dedicated presidents and other
officers. Among those serving
through the years as presidents are
W.M. Levy, M.M. Weinberg, George

The A. A. Solomons family sits for a portrait. A. A. Solomons was recorded as a represen-
tative with the Burial Society in 1881. The group merged with the Benevolent Society.

Altamont Moses was a representative with the Benevolent Society in Sumter and was
elected vice president after the group’s merger with the Burial Society.

D. Levy, Harold Moise, Martin Rose-
field, Julian Levy, Jack Addlestone,

Isidore Denmark, David D. Kramer,

Roger Ackerman and Herbert Rose-
field.

“The congregation grew, and the
wooden synagogue was replaced by a
brick structure which was dedicated
in 1913. In 1907, two-and-a-half acres
were added to the cemetery property;
in 1942, other property was acquired.

In 1960, property at the south of the
synagogue, a lot 70 by 160 feet, was
added to the holdings of the congre-
gation, and in 1971, an 84- by 165-foot
lot was added at the east. An addition
to the synagogue was the Barnett Me-
morial Building, given as a legacy
from Mrs. J.E. Barnett of Manning in
1932. This structure contains an as-
sembly room and a stage. At the back
is a kitchen built in 1956.”
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Hawaiiis

HONOLULU (AP) — Hawaii's regular
sunshine, short rain showers and clean
air come together to create some of the
planet's best conditions for viewing
rainbows. They're such a frequent sight
that a University of Hawaii professor
calls the state the "rainbow capital of
the world."

Right now it's the winter rainy season
in the islands, which means the odds of
seeing a rainbow are even higher than
usual.

Rainbows emerge so often in Hawaii
they've become popular symbols of is-
land life. Pictures of them adorn build-
ings, the sides of public buses and ap-
pear on standard vehicle license plates.
University of Hawaii sports teams are
even named after rainbows.

"For me, rainbows really signify hope
and new beginnings," said Liane Usher,
the president of the Children's Discov-
ery Center in Honolulu, which features
rainbows on its exterior wall and in its
exploration rooms. "I can't ever help but
smile whenever I see a rainbow after
the rain."

Here are some things to know about
rainbows in Hawaii.

WHERE CAN | FIND RAINBOWS?

Rainbows form when raindrops re-
fract sunlight into a spectrum of colors.
The brighter the sun, the clearer the
rainbow.

Look for them when it is both sunny
and raining at the same time. They will
appear opposite the sun. They will seem
larger and higher in the sky in the early
morning and late afternoon, when the
sun is lower on the horizon.

Steven Businger, professor of atmo-
spheric sciences at the University of
Hawaii at Manoa, says the archipelago's

trade winds bring many small showers
with enough blue sky between them for
the sun to shine through.

Hawaii's clean air also helps. Other
places tend to have more air particles
from dust, pollen and cars. Conditions
improve further during Hawaii's rainy
season, which lasts from October
through April.

"Hawaii has maybe the best rainbows
on the planet," Businger said.

Businger created an app called Rain-
bowChase to help people find rainbows
in Hawaii.

Rainbows are so prevalent that there
are about 20 names for them in the Ha-
waiian language, according to a Manoa
website, including distinct words for
rainbow fragments and those that sit
low on the horizon.

WHAT ROLE DO RAINBOWS PLAY IN
NATIVE HAWAIIAN CULTURE?

Rainbows represent divine or super-
natural power in Native Hawaiian tra-
dition.

Sam 'Ohu Gon I1I, senior scientist and
cultural adviser at The Nature Conser-
vancy in Hawaii, said rainbows are con-
sidered a symbol of Kane, one of the four
main gods in Hawaiian tradition. Tradi-
tionally, the closer one got to a rainbow,
the more likely they were to encounter a
supernatural force, or an extremely pow-
erful or chiefly person, he said.

In one centuries-old story, a rainbow
appears over the secluded home of a Ha-
waiian princess for four straight days.
Another emerges above the ocean when
her suitor arrives, a man so strong his
punch pierces an opponent's chest like a
spear.

To Hinaleimoana Wong-Kalu, a teach-
er and Native Hawaiian cultural practi-
tioner, a rainbow signals an "aumakua,"
which is a deified ancestor or a family or
personal god.

"When those of our loved ones go be-
fore us, they precede us in life and they
leave us in this realm. They are able
sometimes to show their presence,"
Wong-Kalu said. "The rainbow is one of
those ways."

Rainbows let her know spiritual pro-
tection is present and that she is loved
and watched over, said Wong-Kalu, who
is also known as Kumu Hina.

WHEN DID RAINBOWS BECOME
SYMBOLS OF ISLAND LIFE?

Rainbow imagery decorates every-
thing from buildings and restaurant fa-
cades to athletic uniforms.

The Hawaii men's athletic teams are
called Rainbow Warriors and the wom-
en's teams are Rainbow Wahine, using
the Hawaiian word for women. The
teams are called 'Bows' for short.

The origin of the rainbow mascot
dates to New Year's Day in 1924. Hawaii

known for its rainbows, but why?

was locked in a scoreless tie against the
visiting Oregon Aggies when a rainbow
appeared over the field. Hawaii scored
soon after and reporters began calling
the team the Rainbows, according to the
book "Hawai'i Sports: History, Facts and
Statistics."

WILL CLIMATE CHANGE AFFECT
RAINBOWS?

When Kimberly Carlson was a profes-
sor at Manoa, she saw a rainbow out-
side her apartment window that made
her wonder how climate change would
affect them.

Now a New York University environ-
mental studies professor, she's studied
the impact over the next century.

Her team's analysis, published in a
paper two years ago, predicts Brazil, the
Mediterranean and parts of Central Af-
rica will have fewer rainbows by 2100.
They found places that currently get
lots of snow, but that will instead re-
ceive more rain, will likely see more
rainbows. Alaska falls in that category.

Scientists believe rainbows will con-
tinue to be plentiful in Hawaii, but in
the coming decades, longer dry spells
might lead to fewer rainbows on the
arid, leeward sides of the islands,
Businger, the atmospheric sciences pro-
fessor, said. Maui and the Big Island
might be particularly affected, he said.

The singular experience of glimpsing
a rainbow makes them worth studying,
he said.

"Rainbows are a cultural touchstone
for us. They cause us to stand still and
for a moment, forget about the past and
the future," Businger said. "We are real-
ly in the moment when we see a spec-
tacular rainbow, and that's a rare expe-
rience in our busy lives."

Winter sowing in upcycled containers creates stronger seedlings in spring

BY JESSICA DAMIANO
Associated Press

It's either time — or nearly
time — to start seeds indoors
for the upcoming growing sea-
son, depending on where you
live. But what about starting
them outdoors, despite the fro-
zen ground, whipping winds
and, perhaps, snow cover?

I'm gearing up to sow toma-
toes, beets, herbs and zinnias,
among others, in a couple of
weeks. But instead of allowing
all of them to take over my
kitchen counter and spare bed-
room for the following six to
eight weeks, I'll be starting
some seeds outdoors.

Winter sowing is an easy,
low-maintenance technique for
planting seeds in miniature,
makeshift greenhouses that
you can make yourself from
upcycled materials. And it may
even be better than nurturing
seeds indoors.

Left to their own accord,
seeds would drop to the ground
in late summer or autumn, sur-
vive winter, then germinate
when the soil and air tempera-
tures are optimal. So why not
mimic nature by creating your
own, albeit somewhat con-
trolled, version of the process?

WHAT YOU'LL NEED

Forget the heat mats and
grow lights. The only materials
and equipment you'll need for
winter sowing are suitable con-
tainers, potting mix and seeds.

Any food-safe container with
a lid that can hold roughly 3
inches of potting mix will do.
Plastic milk and water jugs are
popular choices, as are takeout
containers and clamshell salad
packages.

If using plastic jugs, poke
holes in the bottom for drain-
age, then cut them roughly in
half horizontally, but not all the
way through (allow a section to
remain connected to serve as a
hinge).

If using shallow, lidded con-
tainers, also poke a few holes in
their lids for ventilation. For
jugs, holes in the top aren't nec-
essary; instead, you will be
leaving their caps off.

Add 3 inches of moistened
seed-starting mix to shallow
containers or the bottom halves
of jugs. Avoid using garden soil,
which is too dense for seedlings
and may harbor pathogens that
could threaten their health.

CHOOSING YOUR PLANTS

Not all plants are suitable for
winter sowing. Heat lovers, like
my tomatoes and zinnias, are
best started indoors (or out-
doors after the danger of frost
has passed) because their
sprouts are too tender to with-
stand low temperatures.

But cold-tolerant herbs, such
as parsley, sage and cilantro;

cool-season vegetables like
spinach, kale, broccoli, beets,
lettuce and cauliflower; hardy
perennials, such as milkweed,
black-eyed Susans and cone-
flowers; and tough annuals, like
pansies and snapdragons are
all good candidates.

NOW FORTHE SOWING...

Plant your seeds in the mix,
following the depth recom-
mended on their package la-
bels, and snap on container lids
or, if using jugs, use duct tape
to affix the top and bottom sec-
tions back together.

Use a permanent marker to
label each container with the
type of seed sown within it. You
might think you'll remember
which is which come spring,
but trust me — you won't.

Group containers together in
a sunny spot that's somewhat
protected from wind, such as
against a wall, and leave them
be. Snow and rain will water

them naturally, and the freeze-
thaw cycles of the great out-
doors will aid their germina-
tion.

Seeds germinate when
they're good and ready. They
don't follow calendars but in-
stead respond to daylengths
and temperatures. When seed-
lings are about 2 inches high
and freezing temperatures no
longer threaten, remove con-
tainer lids (or detach the top
halves of jugs) during the day
to acclimate them to the weath-
er. Cover and reseal the con-
tainers at night, when frost
could damage or Kill them.

When the danger of frost has
passed in your horticultural
zone, your seedlings will be
ready for transplanting into the
garden or pots. Since they'll al-
ready be hardened against
weather conditions, they will be
more resilient and vigorous
than their indoor-sown coun-
terparts.
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DeSantis signs sweeping
immigration laws for Fla.

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — As-
sociated Press/Report for
America — Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis signed a sweeping
package of immigration laws
on Thursday aimed at carry-
ing out President Donald
Trump’s mass deportation
agenda.

Republicans say the laws
put Florida — long a haven for
immigrants — on the leading
edge of conservative-con-
trolled states working to lever-
age state and local resources
for federal immigration en-
forcement.

As Trump supporters in
state capitols across the coun-
try race to deliver on the pres-
ident’s signature issue — de-
spite concerns from immi-
grant advocates — lawmakers
in Florida are teeing up a po-
tential fight with the courts as
they advance a provision that
critics argue is unconstitu-
tional.

Florida’s new legislation
mandates the death penalty
for immigrants in the U.S.
without legal authorization
who commit capital offenses
such as first-degree murder or
child rape. It’s a provision that
goes above and beyond
Trump’s executive orders.

A RIFT BETWEEN LAWMAKERS
AND DESANTIS

DeSantis approved the bills
after legislative leaders bro-
kered a compromise that set-
tled a weekslong standoff
among the state’s top Republi-
cans over how best to support
Trump’s sweeping crackdown
on illegal immigration.

“Today, the Florida Legisla-
ture has passed the strongest
legislation to combat illegal
immigration of any state in
the entire country,” DeSantis
said before signing the bills
and handing a Sharpie to each
of the legislative leaders
standing behind him. “We are
ahead of the curve on ending
the illegal immigration cri-
sis.”

But the tensions pitting al-
lies of the president against
DeSantis — who dared to chal-
lenge Trump for the nomina-
tion — may not evaporate, as
the term-limited governor is
widely expected to have presi-
dential aspirations in 2028.

“Ultimately this is a win for
Donald Trump. Because that’s
what this is all about,” said
Republican Sen. Joe Gruters,
a sponsor of the bills and a
key Trump ally.

But the process was bruis-
ing, with DeSantis blasting
lawmakers’ previous propos-
als as “weak” and a “betrayal”
of conservative voters.

“There’s still hurt feelings,”
Gruters said, “on all sides.”

FLORIDA BILLS SET ASIDE
NEARLY $300 MILLION FOR
IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT

$298 million would be allo-
cated to hire more than 50
new law enforcement officers
focused on immigration, plus
grants to equip and train local
agencies, bonuses for officers
who assist in federal opera-
tions and reimbursement for
leasing detention facilities.

The proposal also mandates
the death penalty for immi-
grants who commit capital of-
fenses while in the country il-
legally. Democrats and civil
rights advocates say that pro-
vision is unconstitutional, cit-
ing previous Supreme Court
precedent.

The laws would increase
penalties for all crimes com-
mitted by immigrants in the
country without authorization
and would create a new crime
of entering the state after
coming to the U.S. illegally.

As part of the compromise,
lawmakers did away with a
previous proposal to strip the
governor of much of his emer-
gency powers on immigration.

A provision that drew bipar-
tisan criticism repeals a law
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that allows Florida students
who are in the country with-
out legal authorization to
qualify for in-state tuition at
public colleges and universi-
ties.

GEORGIA AND ALABAMA
ADVANCE RESTRICTIONS

Lawmakers in other south-
ern states are passing their
own bills aimed at furthering
Trump’s immigration crack-
down.

The Alabama Senate on
Thursday swiftly advanced its
own slate of proposals, which
would allow jails to hold peo-
ple to verify immigration sta-
tus; require jails to collect
DNA from unauthorized im-
migrants in their custody; end
the state’s recognition of driv-
er’s licenses from other states
that are issued without proof
of citizenship; and make it a
felony to bring an undocu-
mented immigrant into the
state.

“If you come to the country
legally, if you come into Ala-
bama legally, then these bills
don’t affect you,” said Republi-
can Sen. Wes Kitchens, a spon-
sor of one of the bills.

The bills now move to the
Alabama House over the oppo-
sition of Democrats, who ac-
cused Republicans of “grand-
standing.”

Jasmin Hernadez-Alamillo,
the daughter of Mexican im-
migrants and a recent gradu-
ate of the University of Ala-
bama at Birmingham, said
she’s concerned the proposals
will lead to racial profiling in
traffic stops — and said the
measures make her rethink
living in the state.

“I don’t necessarily want to
be part of a state that is going
to continually perpetuate this
negative sentiment around
marginalized communities,”
Hernadez-Alamillo said.

Also on Thursday, the Geor-
gia Senate passed a bill allow-
ing local governments to be
sued if they don’t cooperate
with federal immigration en-
forcement.

The bill would strengthen a
Georgia law passed last year
after Venezuelan immigrant
Jose Ibarra, who authorities
say entered the U.S. illegally,
murdered 22-year-old Univer-
sity of Georgia nursing stu-
dent Laken Riley. That law
mandates law enforcement
agencies cooperate with feder-
al officials in identifying and
detaining undocumented im-
migrants — and punishes
them if they don’t.

A worker
grabs a
chicken to
slaughter
inside a
poultry
store in
New York
on Feb. 7.
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Some people didnt know they had a bird flu
infection, study of veterinarians suggests

BY MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

NEW YORK — A new study shows that
bird flu has silently spread from animals to
some veterinarians.

The study published Thursday by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
echoes two smaller ones that detected evi-
dence of infection in previously undiag-
nosed farmworkers. In those studies, sever-
al of the infected workers remembered
having symptoms of H5N1 bird flu, while
none of the veterinarians in the new paper
recalled any such symptoms.

The new study is more evidence that the
official U.S. tally of confirmed human bird
flu infections — 68 in the last year — is
likely a significant undercount, said Dr.
Gregory Gray, an infectious disease re-
searcher at the University of Texas Medical
Branch in Galveston.

"This means that people are being infect-
ed, likely due to their occupational expo-
sures, and not developing signs of illness
and therefore not seeking medical care,"
Gray said. He said it shows that officials
cannot fully understand bird flu transmis-
sion by only tracking people who go to
medical clinics with symptoms.

STUDY SUGGESTS BIRD FLU CASES ARE
UNDERCOUNTED

CDC researchers went to an American
Association of Bovine Practitioners veteri-
nary conference in September 2024 in Co-
lumbus, Ohio. They recruited 150 vets from
46 states to fill out a questionnaire and
agree to have their blood drawn. None said
they had suffered red eyes or other symp-
toms associated with bird flu.

Testing found three of the vets, or 2%,
had evidence of antibodies to H5N1 infec-
tion. All three worked with dairy cattle, as
well as other animals. None said they'd
worked with a herd that was known to be
infected, although one had worked with a
flock of infected poultry.

Gray and some colleagues did a study
last year of 14 dairy farmworkers and
found two, or 14%, had evidence of past in-
fections. Both had experienced symptoms
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but were never diagnosed.

Another study published last year by the
CDC checked 115 dairy workers. The re-
searchers found that eight of them, or 7%,
had evidence in their blood of recent infec-
tion. Half recalled feeling ill.

The studies were far too small to use as a
basis to provide a solid estimate of how
many undiagnosed human infections are
out there, Gray said. But even just a very
small percentage could translate to hun-
dreds or thousands of Americans who were
infected while working with animals, he
noted.

That's not necessarily a reason to be
alarmed, said Jacqueline Nolting, an Ohio
State University researcher who helped
CDC with the latest study.

Available studies suggest people who are
infected mount antibody responses and
may develop natural immunity, which is
"good news," she said.

However, if the virus changes or mutates
to start making people very sick, or to start
spreading easily from person to person,
that would be "a completely different
story," Nolting said.

EXPERTS URGE CAUTION AROUND
ANIMALS

The H5N1 bird flu has been spreading
widely among wild birds, poultry, cows and
other animals. Its escalating presence in
the environment increases the chances
people will be exposed, and potentially
catch it, officials have said.

Right now the risk to the general public
is low, the CDC says. But officials continue
to urge people who have contact with sick
or dead birds to take precautions, including
wearing respiratory and eye protection and
gloves when handling poultry.

"No one's really questioning that the
virus has been moving around the country
more than has been reported," said Keith
Poulsen, director of the Wisconsin Veteri-
nary Diagnostic Laboratory.

He said he expected to see stepped-up in-
formation reminding veterinarians across
the country to protect themselves with
gloves, masks and other equipment to halt
infection.
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COMMENTARY

Why were hopes of

the 1990s dashed?

s one who shared the

hope, after the fall of

the Berlin Wall in

November 1989, that
representative government,
guaranteed liberties and glob-
al capitalism laced with some
measure of welfare state pro-
tections would spread across
the globe, I naturally look
back over the intervening long
generation and ask what went
wrong.

In the 1990s, it seemed to
many that the vision of Fran-
cis Fukuyama's "The End of
History and the Last Man"
would prevail. Not that bad
things would never happen
again. Fukuyama's more sub-

amass 50% majorities in what
has always been a culturally
and economically diverse na-
tion. So America's political
parties, operating in a unique
republican framework and
under democratic rules that
predated Europe's, have par-
taken of each of these four im-
pulses in varying degrees.

In my Public Interest arti-
cle, I argued that religious
parties tend to fade out in na-
tions with no majority faith,
liberal parties tend to collapse
as their characteristic skepti-
cism leaves them yielding to
violent opposition parties, and
socialist parties tend to peter
out because, at some point, so-

tle thesis was that after
the debacle of commu-
nism, there was no intel-
lectually viable alterna-
tive to some combination
of political democracy
and market capitalism
as the means to a decent

cialism fails to
work. Parties that
endure, I argued,
were, in some major
respect, nationalist.
American politics
over the past 30
years provides some

society. ] confirmation. The
But the past three de-  Michael market-respecting

cades have seen the vi- Barone liberalism of former

tality of politically via- President Bill Clin-

ble alternatives — Chi-

na's dictatorial and Russia's
authoritarian state-directed
capitalism, the oppressive
clerical regimes of Shiite Iran
and various Sunni Muslim
states. By Freedom House's so-
phisticated measures, 2004
saw a high point in global free-
dom, which has been in de-
cline ever since.

How to explain this trend,
the opposite of what I hoped
for and predicted? As I have
reflected on this question, I've
fallen back on an article I
wrote in 1993 for Irving Kris-
tol's Public Interest, in which I
identified four types of politi-
cal parties. Two were based on
European conflicts over reli-
gion: Religious parties favored
established churches, and lib-
eral parties favored the sepa-
ration of church and state.

Two others, socialist and na-
tionalist, had their beginnings
in attempts to rally the masses
in the failed European revolu-
tions of 1848, appealing to
their working-class interests
or their folk national yearn-
ings.

Structural features — the
Electoral College, the sin-
gle-member House and Senate
seats — push American poli-
tics into a two-party system in
which both are incentivized to

ton's Democratic
Party yielded to the woke so-
cialism of former Presidents
Barack Obama's and Joe
Biden's. The religious empha-
sis and market economics of
the Reagan-Bush Republican
Party yielded to the demotic
nationalism of President Don-
ald Trump's. And Trump won,
despite lawfare persecution, a
significant and possibly en-
during victory over the Demo-
crats' woke socialism last No-
vember.

My conclusion in 1993 and,
tentatively, now is that nation-
alism is the glue that holds
parties and nations together.
The republican nationalism of
George Washington and Alex-
ander Hamilton, Thomas Jef-
ferson and James Madison,
the democratic nationalism of
Andrew Jackson and Abra-
ham Lincoln, and the nation-
alism of the two Roosevelt
presidents, who remain vivid
figures 116 and 80 years after
leaving office.

The problem we have en-
countered over the last 30
years is that other countries'
nationalisms are not like
America's. It turns out that
neither the leaders nor the
masses in Muslim nations
have much interest in elector-
al democracy, market capital-

ism or the rule of law.

It turns out that the leaders
of Western Europe, trauma-
tized by the horrifying wars of
the first half of the 20th centu-
ry, seek a transnational har-
mony that overrules nations'
democratic electorates and
smothers market capitalism
with regulations. In reaction,
Britain voted to leave the Eu-
ropean Union in 2016, as the
formerly (under Tony Blair)
liberal Labour Party split into
socialist and Scottish National
parties, and the long-domi-
nant Conservatives into
high-education Conservatives
and the Trumpish Reform UK
party.

In the 1990s, there was rea-
son to hope that Russia was
moving toward democracy
and that China, despite the Ti-
ananmen Square massacre,
would move away from repres-
sion and toward convergence
with rules-based market econ-
omies. Instead, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin grabbed
power from the flailing Boris
Yeltsin, and Chinese President
Xi Jinping jailed one rival and
abolished his predecessors'
term limits. Putin has been in
power for 25 years, almost as
long as Joseph Stalin's 29,
while Xi has been in power for
13 years, about half as long as
Mao Zedong's 27.

Putin has been following a
nationalist policy that dates
back not only to Stalin, but
also to the czars, expanding
Russia's power outward from
Muscovy in every direction —
though not as far in Ukraine
as he hoped and expected. Xi
evidently sees China as its em-
perors did for 2,000 years, as

the greatest nation in the
world, unfortunately recover-
ing from a hundred years of
humiliation by Western pow-
ers and Japan.

Something similar has been
happening in Mexico. Eco-
nomic integration with Mexi-
co and replacement of its
one-party authoritarian rule
by democratic rotation in of-
fice and the rule of law was
the goal of the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement,
pushed in the 1990s by Presi-
dents George H.W. Bush and
Clinton, and Treasury Secre-
tary Lloyd Bentsen, who grew
up on a ranch facing the
Lower Rio Grande. NAFTA
was ratified, the economies
converged, and, as I witnessed,
the opposition party ended 71
years of Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party rule in July
2000.

But Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador, elected in 2018, has
reinstalled one-party rule and
government control of the
economy, and his handpicked
successor, Claudia Shein-
baum, was elected with 61% of
the vote. AMLO, as Obrador is
universally known, managed
to reach accommodations with
Trump, and Sheinbaum has as
well. But Mexico remains cul-
turally distant, with uncertain
property rights and opaque
governance despite its geo-
graphic proximity.

One lesson seems to be that
national character matters
and that it is more a product
of deep-seated history than of
recent American policy initia-
tives. It pops up even when
you don't expect it and can't be
transformed by paper guaran-

tees.

Another lesson is that
America, with its unique Con-
stitution, fashioned in 1787, re-
vised in 1865-70 and, arguably,
again in 1937-41, is indeed ex-
ceptional — and that Ameri-
can exceptionalism is a wine
that does not travel.

A third lesson is that the
hopes of the 1990s were not to-
tally dashed. Eighty-five years
ago, in 1940, a time when some
current leaders, such as Rep.
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Sen.
Chuck Grassley (R-IA), were
living, Adolf Hitler and Stalin
were allies in command of or
with their allies holding most
of the landmass of Eurasia,
opposed actively only by Great
Britain, whose air force and
navy were stretched to the
limit.

Representative government,
guaranteed liberties and glob-
al capitalism laced with some
measure of welfare state pro-
tections are much better off
today than they were then,
thanks in large part to the
leadership at the time of the
British nationalist Winston
Churchill, the American na-
tionalist Franklin Roosevelt
and the French nationalist
Charles de Gaulle — some-
thing to keep in mind as we
bewail our current discon-
tents.

Michael Barone is a senior po-
litical analyst for the Washing-
ton Examiner, resident fellow
at the American Enterprise In-
stitute and longtime co-author
of The Almanac of American
Politics.
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What are you reading?

of a man's hand and
wrote over against
the candlestick upon
the plaister of the
wall of the king's pal-

India. Platinum: South Africa and
Russia. Mercury: China and Mexico.
When we look at fossil fuel and gas,
China and India lead in coal, and the
U.S. and Russia lead in natural gas

he well-informed person

spends several hours each day

reading something. We read

books, magazines, papers,
blogs and a ton of online materials.
We read fictional, nonfictional, novels
and a whole lot of junk. We are inun-
dated with reading opportunities min-
ute by minute. The well-informed per-
son is that person who reads constant-
ly. However, given the pool of informa-
tion available, we are constantly try-
ing to determine which ones are credi-
ble. We have to fact check and cross
reference practically everything we
read and especially that which we
hear.

This world has become one big
game of who can become the wealthi-
est and who can control the continent
on which they live. Most people as-
sume leadership, almost unanimously,
to improve their net worth and to di-
versify their portfolios. The manager
of a company possesses a certain
number of benefits, but the president
of a company receives more benefits.
The higher a person climbs the ladder

the more benefits accompany the posi-
tion. Too often, the person at the top
of the food chain begins to transform
into a greedy control freak. Every in-
dividual who finds themselves in a po-
sition where the people they report to
have fallen victim, by choice, to an
egotistic self-centered leader should
carefully read the signs of the time.

Reading the signs of the time re-
quires effort and dedication by each of
us. We live in a very dynamic world
that can leave us behind quickly, thus
making it imperative to not just read,
but to read the handwriting on the
wall. This is a phrase often used in
conversation, simply meaning, how
could you miss that? People often utter
incomplete sentences which point to
what they really wanted to say.

I am reminded of one Old Testa-
ment prophet named Daniel. We are
living in a similar time like that of
Daniel and King Belshazzar. Daniel
wrote, “They drank wine and praised
the gods of gold, and of silver, of
brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.
In the same hour came forth fingers

ace: and the king saw
the part of the hand
that wrote,” Daniel
5:4-5. Let’s examine
the text. Most of us
would have been busy
kissing up to the king,
drinking and chewing
on the fat at every statement he made.
We would have sobered up when we
saw the handwriting on the wall. Our
attention would have been solely on
the hand that was writing and not
what was being written before our
very eyes. The king and his thousand
lords were praising the gods of gold,
silver, brass, iron, wood and stone.
These items were perhaps the top
commodities of their time, each of
which had a god with representation.

When we look at these metals today,
who are the lords and/or countries sit-
ting at the table? Which country is
among the top producers in the world?
The leaders are, Gold: China, Austra-
lia and Russia. Silver: Argentina/Mex-
ico, China and Bolivia. Iron: Australia
and China. Aluminum: China and

Sam
Livingston

and petroleum. After presenting this
list, the handwriting on the wall is be-
coming a little clearer. China, Russia,
Mexico, Peru and the U.S. dominate
when it comes to which country pro-
duces the most natural commodities
(These positions can change depend-
ing on who collected the data.). These
are the countries at the table making
decisions for the world. Who are the
people at the tables making the calls?
You guessed it, the billionaires. Guess
who is not at the table? You guessed it
again, you and me.

We must spend more time at the feet
of the Lord in prayer and fasting asking
for the abilities to read the handwriting
on the wall for the people who are de-
pending on us. The top leaders of this
world have been fueled by greed and
control for decades; “we the people”
have been left by the wayside. The abili-
ty to jump on board is becoming almost
impossible. What are you reading?

Sam Livingston is pastor of Antioch
Missionary Baptist Church in Man-
ning.

HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY? Send your letter to letters@theitem.com, drop it off at The Sumter Item office, 36 W. Liberty St., or mail it to The Sumter Item, P.0. Box 1677, Sumter, SC291571, along with the writer’s full
name, address and telephone number (for verification purposes only). Letters that exceed 350 words will be cut accordingly in the print edition, but available in their entirety at www.theitem.com/opinion/letters_to_editor.
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Duke Energy provides $200K in grants to help
nonprolits that support senior citizens in S.C.

SUBMITTED BY DUKE ENERGY

GREENVILLE — Duke Energy is
providing $200,000 in grants to South
Carolina organizations that help the
state’s aging population with services
and support, particularly for seniors
with income challenges. The money
will be used to help these organiza-
tions with their infrastructure to con-
tinue expanding their services.

“With the aging population living
longer, as well as the cost of living in-
creasing, it’s important to ensure those
that helped build and strengthen our
communities have the resources they
need to comfortably enjoy their golden
years,” said Tim Pearson, Duke Ener-
gy’s South Carolina state president.

Each of the following organizations
received a $10,000 grant:

— Lee County Council on Aging

— Marlboro County Council on Aging
— Newberry County Council on Aging
— Pickens County Meals on Wheels

— Mobile Meals (Spartanburg County)
— Rebuilding Together Spartanburg
— Upstate Family Resource Center
(Spartanburg County)

— United Way of Sumter, Clarendon &
Lee Counties

— Meals on Wheels (Anderson Coun-
ty)

— Rebuild Upstate (Anderson County)
— Senior Solutions (Anderson/Oconee

Because of this very generous grant from the Duke
Energy Foundation, we will be able to buy more supplies
Jfor wheelchair ramps we build for senior citizens in
Clarendon County. Some have not been able to leave
their homes in years and will now be able to do things
most of us take for granted, like go to the grocery store,
go to doctors appointments or Simply get their mail from

their mailboxes.
VICKI SINGLETON

Executive director of United Way of Sumter, Lee and Clarendon Counties

— Senior Centers of Cherokee County
— Citizens United for Redevelopment
and Economy (Chester County)
— Darlington County Council on
Aging
— CareFirst Carolina Foundation (Dil-
lon County)
— Senior Citizens Association in Flor-
ence County

“The funds received from the Duke
Energy Foundation will provide 1,428
meals for neighbors we serve, who are
just like Sam,” says Laurie Ashley, ex-
ecutive director of Meals on Wheels —

counties)

Anderson. “Sam lives alone in the

home he loves, surrounded by his
Clemson memorabilia and race car col-
lectibles, but what truly brings him
comfort is the hot meal and friendly
driver visit he receives each day. For
Sam and so many others, these visits
are not only a source of nourishment,
but also a vital connection to the out-
side world.”

“Because of this very generous
grant from the Duke Energy Founda-
tion, we will be able to buy more sup-
plies for wheelchair ramps we build for
senior citizens in Clarendon County,”
said Vicki Singleton, executive director

of United Way of Sumter, Lee and
Clarendon Counties. “Some have not
been able to leave their homes in years
and will now be able to do things most
of us take for granted, like go to the
grocery store, go to doctor’s appoint-
ments or simply get their mail from
their mailboxes.”

Grant recipients were selected
through a request for proposals an-
nounced in January. This effort follows
similar initiatives by the foundation to
support the organizations that provide
services to seniors in the state.

Through a similar request for pro-
posals in 2023, Duke Energy provided
15 qualifying nonprofits in South Caro-
lina grants of up to $20,000 that funded
needed home repairs to enable senior
citizens to continue to enjoy life in
their current homes. In 2024, the Duke
Energy Foundation provided an addi-
tional $100,000 in grants to 13 organiza-
tions in the state with existing home
ramp programs for low-income senior
citizens or those with disabilities who
qualified for assistance.

Customers who need the services
provided by these organizations also
might have challenges funding other
household needs, to include their elec-
tricity bill. To learn more about pro-
grams and information that can assist
families to manage their energy bills
when times are tough, visit duke-ener-
gy.com/SeasonalSavings.

Pets of the week

Hi there, I'm "purrfect” Penelo-
pe, a 10-month-old, domestic
shorthair fuzzball who's a bun-
dle of fun. I'm known for my
sweet nature. | adore spending
time with my feline friends
here in the shelter. My dream is
to find a forever home where |
can share my love and happi-
ness. | promise to fill your
home with endless cuddles
and playful moments. | am
spayed, tested negative for Fe-
line Leukemia and AIDs and
current on age-appropriate
vaccinations. If you are inter-
ested in adopting Penelope,
you can get pre-approved by
completing our online applica-
tion at www.ASecondChance-
AnimalShelter.com. Adoption
fee for cats is $100.

Hello, I'm "endearing" Eeyore, your
future best friend! I'm a sweet 6-year-
old Carolina Dog mix who's heart-
worm positive, neutered and current
on vaccinations. Now that we've got-
ten the details out of the way, | love
to romp around the pen and go for
walks (to show off my leash skills),
but there are times that I'm just chill.
Also, every now and then | tend to
defy gravity, so a home with a secure
yard and a high fence is a must for
me. | seem to get along with most
dogs, too. I've got a lot of love to
give. I'm just waiting patiently for
that right person to share it with.

If you are interested in adopting Eey-
ore or any of the other wonderful
pets at the shelter, you can get
pre-approved by completing our on-
line application at www.ASecond-
ChanceAnimalShelter.com. Adoption
fee for dogs is $125.
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LEGAL
NOTICES

Legal Notice

NOTICE OF
INTENTION TO
FILE PETITION
TO CLOSE ROAD
PURSUANT TO S.C.
CODE ANN. §57-910 ET. SEQ.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the wundersigned will file, after
publication of this Notice of Intent
for three (3) weeks, a Petition with
the Court of Common Pleas for
Clarendon County, South Carolina,
praying for the closing of the
following described area:

All that certain, piece, parcel, or
strip of land, shown and designated
as an "old County Road" on that
certain plat prepared by H. F. Oliver
& Associates, dated October 15, 1979,
and recorded May 21, 1981 in the
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Clarendon County in Plat Book 33 at
page 73. Said strip being identified
on Clarendon County Tax Map 195 as
that portion of James Loop Road that
divides Clarendon County TMP Nos.
195-08-01-006-00 and 195-08-02-005-00
into four (4) separate parcels,
beginning at the boundary of Parcel
195-08-02-004-00 and continuing to
the boundary of Parcel
195-07-02-001-00.

The Petition which the undersigned
intends to file shall request that the
Court of Common Pleas issue an
appropriate Order providing for the
closure of the above-described
right-of-way as a public right-of-way,
and to make further provision that
title to the portion of the
right-of-way be quieted in the names
of Mary Ava Baker, William Edgar
Baker, III, and Dianne D. Baker
Uber, and no longer shall Clarendon
County be responsible for its
maintenance.

JOHNSON | DURANT, LLC
William H. Johnson, Esquire

P.0. Box 137
411 N. Brooks St.

Legal Notice

Manning, SC 29102

Telephone: 803-435-0909

Facsimile: 855-926-0923
william@jdnlawfirm.com
ATTORNEY FOR MARY AVA
BAKER,

WILLIAM EDGAR BAKER,
AND

DIANNE D. BAKER UBER
Date: February 3, 2025

111,

Summons &
Notice

SUMMONS
(COLLECTION - NONJURY)
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CLARENDON
IN THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS
CIVIL CASE NUMBER:
2024-CP-14-00608

SOUTH CAROLINA FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION,
Plaintiff,
vs.

JOHNATHAN TEON PRINGLE,

Defendant.
TO THE DEFENDANT ABOVE
NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the
Complaint in this action, a copy of
which is hereby served upon you and
to serve a copy of your Answer to
said Complaint on the subscribers at
their offices, Moore & Van Allen
PLLC, 78 Wentworth Street, Post
Office Box 22828, Charleston, South
Carolina 29413-2828, or to otherwise
appear and defend, within thirty (30)
days after the service hereof,
exclusive of the day of such service,
and if you fail to answer the
Complaint, or otherwise to appear
and defend, within the time
aforesaid, the Plaintiff in this action
will obtain a judgment by default
against you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint.
December 16, 2024
CHARLESTON, SC
NOTICE OF FILING COMPLAINT
TO DEFENDANT JOHNATHAN
TEON PRINGLE:
YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the original Complaint in the
above-entitled action, together with
the Civil Action Coversheet,
Summons, Exhibits and Verification,
were filed in the Office of the Clerk
of Court for Clarendon County, South
Carolina, on December 16, 2024, at
3:31 p.m., the object and prayer of
which is the recovery a sum certain
due Plaintiff by Defendant,
JOHNATHAN TEON PRINGLE, and

Summons &
Notice

for such other and further relief as
set forth in the Complaint.
s/Cynthia Jordan Lowery
Cynthia Jordan Lowery

#12499

MOORE & VAN ALLEN, PLLC
78 Wentworth Street

Post Office Box 22828
Charleston, SC 29413-2828
Telephone:

(843) 579-7000

Facsimile:

(843) 579-8714

Email:
cynthialowery@mvalaw.com
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
January 31,2025
CHARLESTON, SC

Notice of Sale

NOTICE OF SALE CIVIL ACTION
NO. 2024-CP-14-00123 BY VIRTUE of
the decree heretofore granted in the
case of: US. BANK TRUST
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN
ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT
SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR
RCAF ACQUISITION TRUST vs.
Sarah A. Walker, the undersigned
Master In Equity for Clarendon
County, South Carolina, will sell on
March 3, 2025 at 11:00 AM, or on
another date, thereafter as approved
by the Court, at the Court House, 3
West Keitt Street City of Manning,
State of South Carolina, to the
highest bidder:

ALL THAT CERTAIN PIECE,
PARCEL OR LOT OF LAND, WITH
ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON,
LOCATED JUST OUTSIDE THE
COUNTY OF CLARENDON SOUTH
CAROLINA, CONTAINING 5.17
ACRES, MORE OR LESS,
DESIGNATED AS TRACT #8 ON
THAT CERTAIN PLAT PREPARED
FOR THE ESTATE OF T. L. DOZIER
BY ROBERT G. MATHIS, RLS,
DATED SEPTEMBER 27, 2005, AND
RECORDED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE REGISTER OF DEEDS FOR
CLARENDON COUNTY IN PLAT
BOOK E1059 AT PAGE 001.
REFERENCE IS MADE TO SAID
PLAT FOR A MORE COMPLETE
DESCRIPTION.

THIS BEING THE SAME
PROPERTY HERETOFORE
CONVEYED TO SARAH A.
WALKER BY DEED OF DANA R.
BROWN, DATED FEBRUARY 28,
2014, AND RECORDED MARCH 7,
2014, IN THE OFFICE OF THE
REGISTER OF DEEDS FOR

Notice of Sale

Notice of Sale

Estate Notice
Clarendon County

Joseph K. Coffey
Master In Equity

CLARENDON COUNTY, IN BOOK
880 AT PAGE 278, AND
RE-RECORDED TO CORRECT THE
LEGAL DESCRIPTION ON JULY
18, 2014 IN BOOK 892 AT PAGE 275.
THEREAFTER, CHARLES DOZIER

for Clarendon County

Brock & Scott, PLLC

3800 Fernandina Road, Suite 110
Columbia, SC 29210

Attorneys for Plaintiff

Phone (803) 454-3540

Fax (803) 454-3541

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims against the
following estates MUST file their claims
on FORM #371ES with the Probate
Court of Clarendon County, the address
of which is 411 Sunset Dr. Manning, SC
29102, within eight (8) months after the
date of the first publication of this Notice

CONVEYED ANY INTEREST HE
MAY HAVE RETAINED IN THE

Estate Notice
Clarendon County

to Creditors or within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is earlier (SCPC

SUBJECT PROPERTY TO SARAH
A. WALKER BY DEED DATED
AUGUST 31, 2015, AND RECORDED
SEPTEMBER 23, 2015, IN BOOK
931AT PAGE 13 IN THE RECORDS
FOR CLARENDON COUNTY,

SOUTH CAROLINA. on FORM #371ES with the Probate
CURRENT ADDRESS OF Court -of ‘CIarendon County, the jaddress
PROPERTY: of which is 411 Sunset Dr. Manning, SC

1158 Dewitt St, Manning, SC 29102

TMS: 216-00-04-027-00

TERMS OF SALE: The successful
bidder, other than the Plaintiff, will
deposit with the Master In Equity, at
conclusion of the bidding, five
percent (5%) of his bid, in cash or
equivalent, as evidence of good faith,
same to be applied to the purchase
price in case of compliance, but in
the case of non-compliance to be
forfeited and first applied to the
costs incurred by the Plaintiff
related to the sale and the balance
then applied to the Plaintiff's debt in
a manner suitable to the Plaintiff.
Should the last and highest bidder
fail to comply with the other terms of
the bid within thirty (30) days, then
the Master In Equity may re-sell the
property on the same terms and
conditions on some subsequent Sales
Day.

No personal or deficiency judgment

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims against the
following estates MUST file their claims

29102, within eight (8) months after the
date of the first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is earlier (SCPC
62-3-801, et seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their claims. All
claims are required to be presented in
written statements on the prescribed form
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name and
address of the claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed, the date when
the claim will become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the claim, and a
description of any security as to the claim.

Estate: Mary Agnes Buckson Frazier
#2025ES1400036

Personal Representative:
Lauretta Frazier Farmer
3043 Bridge Walk Dr.
Lawrenceville, GA 30044

62-3-801, et seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their claims. All
claims are required to be presented in
written statements on the prescribed form
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name and
address of the claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed, the date when
the claim will become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the claim, and a
description of any security as to the claim.

Estate: Betty Inez Reeser
#2025E51400024

Personal Representative:
Sandy Reeser
249 Candlelight Dr.
West Columbia, SC 29170

Estate: Brian Keith Damon
#2025E51400034

Personal Representative:
Joanie Denise Damon
105 Oakview Circle
Manning, SC 29102

Estate: James Junior Burnette
#2024ES1400291

Personal Representative:
Joey Burnett
155 Ferris Ave
#11J
White Plains, NY 10603

being demanded, the bidding shall
not remain open after the date of sale
and shall be final on that date, and
compliance with the bid may be
made immediately.

Purchaser to pay for documentary
stamps on the Deed. The successful
bidder will be required to pay
interest on the amount of the
balance of the bid from date of sale to
date of compliance with the bid at
the rate of 4.875% per annum. The

Estate: Julius Edward Thigpen
#2025E51400030

Personal Representative:
Kelly Anne Thigpen
6825 Turning Leaf Court
Cumming, GA 30028

Kingstree, SC 29556

Ricci Land Welch, Esq.
Attorney at Law

Post Office Box 138
Manning, SC 29102

Estate: Marion Elliott Frierson

Jennifer R. Kellahan #2025E51400033
Attorney at Law Personal Representative:
PO Drawer 669 Elizabeth Wallace

1242 Furman Dr.
Sumter, SC 29154

sale shall be subject to taxes and
assessments, existing easements and
restrictions, easements and
restrictions of record and any other
senior encumbrances.

The Honorable

Estate: Lue Ida Ragin Oliver
#2025ES1400035

Personal Representative:
Neomia O. Turner

Summerton, SC 29148

2615 Furse Rd.
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FROM PAGE AT

Achievements

— Alice Drive Elementary
School is a finalist for the 2025
Palmetto’s Finest Award, which
Wright called one of the most
prestigious awards in the state.
The school is one of five elemen-
tary schools in the state to make
it to the finals. The election
came after extensive evaluations
by a committee of fellow educa-
tors and Palmetto’s Finest win-
ners. The application process in-
cluded elements on student
achievement, instructional pro-
grams, professional learning
communities and school cul-
ture.

— After the accreditation
agency Cognia evaluated Sum-
ter’s schools, it was determined
they did well enough to receive
a 2025 Innovation and Impact
Award — a significant recogni-
tion of Sumter’s commitment to
excellence.

— Sumter High School and
Lemira Elementary School have
advanced to level-two judging
for the 2025 Riley Award, which
means they are making the
School Improvement Committee
honor roll.

— Sumter Adult Education
recently earned five statewide
awards at the South Carolina
Education Fall Institute.

— Sumter Career and Tech-
nology Center’s culinary arts
management program has be-
come accredited by the Ameri-
can Culinary Federation Educa-
tion Foundation. It also won the
2024 Gene Bottoms Pacesetter
School Award for excellence in
career and technical education.

— Crosswell Drive Elementa-
ry, one of the most impover-
ished schools in the district,
Wright said, has been named a
2024 National Blue Ribbon Bea-
con school.

— Robert Easley, a teacher at
Hillcrest Middle School, was
recognized as the Upper Coastal
Region Teacher to Watch by the
South Carolina Association for
Middle Level Education.

— Jessica Flowers, Manches-
ter Elementary School librarian,
was recently named the Pee Dee
School Librarian of the Year.

— Numerous students from
Sumter’s middle and high
schools have been selected and
continue to be selected for All-
State Choir, All-State Band and
All-State Orchestra.

— Cherryvale Elementary
School recently earned Unified
Champion School Status, mean-
ing it is showing a commitment
to inclusivity.

— Hillcrest Middle School’s
Team Orbit Pioneers made live
contact with an astronaut
aboard the International Space
Station.

Updates

— Metal detectors are now in-
stalled at every school with at
least one school resource officer
or armed guard at each location
throughout the district.

— Support services for stu-
dents have been expanded by
partnering with nine communi-
ty mental health agencies.

— Sumter School District now
has more than 90 community
partners who enrich student ex-
periences daily.

— Sumter School District is
now involved in more than 25
community outreach initiatives
in order to make a lasting im-
pact on students outside the
classroom.

— Three new hands-on, tech-
nical opportunities are available
to students: the Pilgrim’s STEM
Explorer, a cybersecurity bus
and the StarLab portable plane-
tarium.

— The district’s general fund
balance continues to grow.

— The district now has one of
the lowest teacher turnover
rates in the region and has
made significant progress in re-
ducing vacancies.

Looking to the future

While there are many things
the district has implemented
and achieved this year, there is
always more to be done. Below
are some of the district’s goals
for this year.

— The district aims to in-
crease student proficiency by at
least 6% across all schools, all
classrooms, every year, includ-
ing this one.

— Reduce the number of be-
low-average and unsatisfactory
schools.

— The district will continue
to evaluate and support Sum-
ter’s most challenged schools,
ensuring they have the neces-
sary resources for student suc-
cess.

— There are plans to develop
human resources by expanding

recruitment efforts to talent
with Sumter and beyond.

— The assessment of class-
room allocations, staffing and
bus routes is planned to take
place to improve efficiency and
maximize resources.

— The district is preparing to
redefine professional develop-
ment to ensure district staff is
equipped to meet the needs of
today’s learners.

— A full review of bus routes
to enhance services for students
and families is to take place.
Wright said the district is com-
mitted to transportation effi-
ciency, though they are not
“there yet,” he said.

— The district has seen a re-
duction in infractions with stu-
dents and plans to continue
evaluating and updating the
code of conduct as necessary.

Alongside the above plans,
Wright said addressing facility
needs is not just a goal but a ne-
cessity and one the board will be
attending to this year. They will
begin by using the FAIR acro-
nym. The F stands for Facilities;
the A for Assessing and Analyz-
ing; I is for Inspection and In-
vestment; and the R is for Re-
placement, Restoration and/or
Repurpose.

“We know that a student’s en-
vironment, just like ours,
shapes their learning experienc-
es, and so unfortunately our
school buildings, even including
our three newest buildings, av-
erage 68 years old.”

Because South Carolina De-
partment of Education does not
provide facility assessment as-
sistance, the school board in-
tends to update its 2018 facility
assessment itself.

“Small town, big dreams is
more than a thing. It is a mind-
set, and when you invest in our
schools, when we invest in our
schools, we invest in the prom-
ise of tomorrow,” Wright said.
“When we support our educa-
tors, we empower them to in-
spire greatness, and when we
work together, I promise you
there is no limit to what we can
achieve. No matter where we
are today, we can build a future
that exceeds expectations.”

SUMTER COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Sumter County Council
Chairman Jim McCain gave
general updates on a multitude
of county projects at the retreat.
These ranged from the county’s
achievements to in-progress
projects.

— Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Director Kent Hall
launched an in-house program
last January known as the EMT
academy, an apprenticeship de-
signed to foster a homegrown
talent pool of men and women
who want to serve their commu-
nity. The first class resulted in
17 certified EMTs and nine in a
current class who are on track
to graduate in March.

— Last fall, Shiloh Communi-

ty Center was chosen as one of
18 senior and community cen-
ters in the state to receive a tele-
health cart. This allows seniors
in Sumter’s rural areas to have
virtual doctor’s visits.

— Money from the American
Rescue Plan was used to pave
five of Sumter’s busiest recy-
cling centers to better serve
Sumter’s residents and improve
the efficiency of the centers.

— The paving portion of the
second Penny for Progress
wrapped up last summer, in-
cluding many rural roads. Other
rural roads were also paved in
the past year with County
Transportation Committee
funds. There are plans for fur-
ther roads to be paved with
ARPA money.

— New AstroTurf was in-
stalled at Patriot Park, calling
for less maintenance and creat-
ing a quick turnaround time be-
tween games. There are 37 tour-
naments planned to take place
at the park this year, with one
already being completed. There
are plans to expand the park in
the future with a “miracle park”
for special-needs children and
an amphitheater.

— The boat launch at Pack’s
Landing was expanded and im-
proved with ARPA money last
year. There are now plans to
pave the roads that lead into the
landing.

— Sumter County Library
has been under the support of
Sumter County Government
since last fiscal year, as it makes
more sense for budgeting and
future plans, McCain said.

— Sumter Voter Registration
and Elections office saw historic
voter turnout for the presiden-
tial election last fall. Sumter
Voter Registration and Elections
office moved to Magnolia Place,
at 129 E. Liberty St., and also
houses three state offices: the
Department of Juvenile Justice;
the Department of Probation,
Pardon and Parole; and Clem-
son Extension.

— At the end of January, two
new antennas were installed on
the Wedgefield-Stateburg water
tower and the tower in Shiloh.
The antennas will collect from
about 1,200 high-tech water me-
ters.

— New wells will be dug in
the coming weeks, and there
will be several upgrades to Sum-
ter’s water system.

— The county was awarded
$10 million from the South Caro-
lina Rural Infrastructure Au-
thority, and it matched it with
$2.6 million in ARPA money.

— At Sumter County Airport,
the 18,500-square-foot concrete
apron (the area between the
hangar and the taxiway and the
runway) was reconstructed.

— Sumter County is in its sec-
ond year of adopting Rafting
Creek Elementary School,
which entails county employees
having lunch with and interact-

ing with the students. They
began by taking part in the
Lunch Buddies program and
have since then given out toys at
Christmas and read to the chil-
dren.

— Sumter County Public
Works will be hosting a Stash
the Trash Event on March 22.

Penny for Progress Updates

— Emergency radios have al-
ready been purchased and are
being programmed.

— Priority projects will in-
clude the engineering and de-
sign phase of projects.

— Sumter Fire Department
and EMS will be at the forefront.

— Tax collections will begin
on May 1.

— The referendum approved
up to $40 million in bonds in
order to get a jump start on
projects.

SUMTER CITY GOVERNMENT

Sumter Mayor David Mer-
chant gave updates on what the
city has been up to in the past
year, including progress on lit-
ter cleanup and upgrades.

Demolition and Safety Up-
dates

— The abandoned Communi-
ty Hospital has been demol-
ished.

— Rodeway Inn near down-
town Sumter is in the process of
being prepared for demolition.

— There were 24 demolitions
in 2024, and the city now has
U.S. Rep. James Clyburn fund-
ing for 150 more. A U.S. Sen.
Lindsey Graham demolition
grant is also in the works. In
total, this could supply funding
for the demolition of 300 dilapi-
dated structures.

— Flock cameras and blue
light cameras have been added
throughout town. There are
now more than 175 cameras
around the community, and
some of them are able to be
moved around.

Litter

— Nine individuals have been
issued litter citations and will be
tasked with picking up litter.

— 1,194 volunteers helped
pick up litter in 2024, and they
collected more than 63,000
pounds of litter and more than
2,400 tires.

— The Love Where You Live
poster contest had winners from
Liberty STEAM Charter School,
Alice Drive Middle School and
Lakewood High School. This ini-
tiative promotes a litter-free and
clean community.

— The city held its second
curbside junk removal program
this year and collected 588,000
pounds of junk compared to last
year’s 1.2 million pounds, show-
ing that the free curbside junk
removal is working.

Updates to water,
trash collection

— A new 1-million-gallon ele-
vated tank is under construc-

tion, and a new well and water
lines will be put in the same lo-
cation.

— A 500,000-gallon elevated
tank is being added off Quandry
Road. The plant off Wesmark
Boulevard is being expanded to
have the capacity of 6 million
gallons of water a day, when it
previously had the capacity of 4
million gallons a day.

— The city has added new
side-loading garbage trucks to
its arsenal, and the new rules
are to keep your garbage bin’s
handle toward the house.

Park updates

— Memorial Park is undergo-
ing improvements to its walk-
ing trails and playground, and
it has new bathrooms coming
soon.

— The Palmetto Tennis Cen-
ter has new clay courts.

— The Prisma Health Shot
Pouch Greenway recently added
the “Prisma Health” to its name
following a partnership with
Prisma Health.

— The greenway will soon
have ground broken on its
Broad Street trailhead with a
playground and food truck pa-
vilion. Its second phase will in-
volve a skate park and bike
pump track.

— South Sumter Art Park
opened last year.

— The Tuskegee Memorial
Monument at Veterans Park
came to life last year, and phase
two will take place this year, in-
volving the addition of a bronze
statue of the Tuskegee Airmen
with their flight suits, as well as
additional informational
plaques, landscaping and bench-
es.

— Ground has been broken
on Westend Park, and it will in-
clude basketball courts, a play-
ground and walking trails.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Sumter EDGE CEO Jay
Schwedler gave statistics on
Sumter’s economic status, with
plans for even more economic
projects this year.

— In 2024, Sumter Economic
Development worked on 41 proj-
ects, a number that has steadily
gone up through the years.

— $25 million worth of infra-
structure

— Sumter County has 90
manufacturers and $60 billion
worth of payroll in the manu-
facturing sector.

— Sumter is one of the small-
est Metropolitan Statistical
Areas in the country but is 14th
in the country in workforce
labor growth.

— Sumter’s gross domestic
product growth is at $5.8 billion.

— Sumter EDGE has been in-
volved in $2.7 billion of capital
investment.

— There are 6,000 permitted
homes in the county right now.

“Our people are what makes
us the best community in South
Carolina,” Schwedler said.
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largest turnout at 8.6% and
165 voters, and Leventis won
56.4% of that vote.

The Ebenezer 2 precinct at
Ebenezer Middle School, not
far from Dalzell, had just two
voters for less than 1% turn-
out.

A former state senator for
32 years from 1980 to 2012,
Leventis took 160 of the 366
total votes. He would have
needed 24 additional votes in
the race, or 184 total, to avoid
a runoff.

The open seat on the
nine-member school board
will be a shortened, two-year
term. The person elected will
serve the remaining two years
of Jeff Zell’s term, who had to
resign after he ran for and
won the state Senate District
36 seat in the November 2024
general election.

School board seats are non-
partisan races in Sumter
County.

Sumter County Voter Regis-
tration and Elections Director

Pat Jefferson said results
were certified Thursday with
no changes and are now offi-
cial.

Regarding voter turnout,
Sumter County has not had
another special election in at
least the last four years — dat-
ing back to November 2020 —
to compare the turnout rate
of 4.72%, according to Jeffer-
son.

She added that turnout for a
special election is always slim
after a November general
election.

“They (candidates) must get
out and beat the bushes,
knock on doors and ask for
voters’ support,” Jefferson
said.

MORE FROM THE
CANDIDATES — LEVENTIS
AND SCHULTZ

In the November 2022 Sum-
ter school board Area 8 race,
Leventis also advanced to a
runoff from a four-candidate
race and said he expected to
do well again in the special
election. He added on Wednes-
day that his campaign is not
over.

“It’s just back to work now
because I still believe strongly
in the success of the school
district and continued im-
provements,” Leventis said. “I
am already making contacts
and plans to try to make it as
public as possible that there is
a runoff, and it does matter.”

Schultz said he is “extreme-
ly pleased” to make the run-
off — even by the slimmest of
margins over Montgomery —
and especially with such a low
voter turnout.

He added he wanted to
thank his fellow candidates
for running clean campaigns,
and he is happy with that.

Like Leventis, Schultz said
his work will continue.

“I am going to continue
barnstorming, door knocking,
politicking, try to greet every-
body who I can greet and try
to reach as many of the 7,800
registered voters that there
are in Area 8 over the next
two weeks and see where that
goes,” he said. “That is my
plan.”

In the upcoming runoff, any
registered voter in Area 8 is
eligible to vote, whether they

voted in the special election or
not, Jefferson added.

SCHULTZ WANTS A DEBATE

On Wednesday — the day
after the election — Schultz
said he wants to debate Lev-
entis before the Feb. 25 runoff
on who is more qualified to
serve in the Area 8 seat under
any forum available.

“I think the Area 8 voters —
now that we are down to two
candidates — deserve to be
able to see us outside and in
the public and speak. And I
would be prepared to debate
him.”

After speaking with Schul-
tz, The Sumter Item called
Leventis about the debate
challenge.

The former legislator said
he would need to think more
on the matter and that he is
unsure if the idea has value.

“Keith was in office for
many years, and there is a re-
cord that he has to defend,”
Leventis said. “I have been in
office for many years, and I
don’t know if that is anything
but an effort to see if he can
get more name recognition

because the vote last night
was not broad, but those who
did go out spoke.

“I don’t know if that would
be of any particular value be-
cause Keith goes to school
board meetings all the time
and makes comments, and
that’s fine. But the responsi-
bility of being on the board
when he was there led to
someone else being elected.
So, I have got to think that
over and give that some
thought."

Leventis added he thinks
Schultz’s debate challenge is
“a clever approach to free
publicity."

“Neither Keith nor I are
youngsters,” he said. “Each of
us has a work history and a
history in public office. That
should speak for itself. Just
saying ‘Let’s talk about it
now’ can’t change that, and so
I think that it’s important to
ask people to look at what
we’ve done and how we’ve
done it. That could be more
important than what we are
trying to say now that we
think might be viewed in dif-
ferent ways.”

RODEWAY
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board’s Hampton Park Historic
Overlay District; the remainder
of the property, which includes
OYO Hotel, is not, according to
Helen Roodman, director of the
city’s planning department.

The applicant’s request for
demolition cited the motel’s
condition is “a threat to public
safety” as well as a “loss of ar-
chitectural integrity.” To be ap-
proved for demolition, plan-
ning staff must find that the
structure meets one of the four
criteria: public safety hazard,
loss of architectural integrity,
loss of structural integrity and
economic hardship. Planning
staff determined the structure
met the applicant’s aforemen-
tioned reasons for demolition.

The Sumter Item’s Freedom
of Information Act request of
incident reports related to vio-
lent crimes to the 226 N. Wash-
ington St. address during the
last five years showed 14 re-
ported incidents; Sumter Police
Department clarified those in-
cidents range from shootings to
assaults with weapons (knives,
machete, closed fists, etc.). The
most recent incident was the
fatal shooting of 28-year-old
Raekwon Owens. A 25-year-old
Sumter woman was injured
and a second woman was pres-
ent during the shooting but
was not injured. Two men,
Tevon Guess and Melvin Belle,
were arrested and charged
with murder and two counts of
attempted murder, according to
Sumter Police Department.
Belle was also charged with
possession of a weapon by a
convicted felon and possession
of a weapon during a violent
crime, the department added.

As for loss of architectural
integrity, in 2020, the property
owner was approved to paint
the exterior of the building.
Otherwise, the planning staff
determined there were no ar-
chitectural characteristics
worth preservation or resto-
ration.

Rodeway Inn, built in 1965, is
a two-story, concrete-block
building at 20,929 square feet. It
was built as an expansion to
OYO Hotel. Both businesses are
closed.

Rodeway has changed names
many times during the last 15
years, including Econolodge,
Palmetto Inn, Ramada Inn and
Holiday Inn.

There are no plans for the
property after demolition, ac-
cording to the applicant.

There were a few residents
of the Historic District area
who spoke in favor of the dem-
olition at the meeting but with
suggestions on how far it
should go.

“Whoever it is that’s suggest-
ing that this be taken down, I
wish you’d expand it a little bit
further to the other facilities
that are associated with it be-
cause people jump that wall
and come into my property on
a regular basis,” one resident
shared. “It’s just a nasty place,
so I am encouraging you to
consider this, approve this, and
let’s get it done quickly.”

When questioned on whether
the demolition will affect crime
in the area, Roodman ex-
plained that without a place to
inhabit, the current population
on the property will no longer
be there.
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Area 8 in Sumter School District includes the western and northern portions of the City of Sumter.
Major roadways include Wilson Hall Road, Loring Mill Road, Patriot Parkway and others.
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The voter registration of-
fice is at 129 E. Liberty St.
(Magnolia Place) in down-
town Sumter. The facility is
also the former offices of
The Item newspaper.

According to Jefferson,
any registered voter in Area
8 is eligible to vote in early
voting next week or the Feb.
25 runoff, whether they
voted in the special election
or not.

Area 8 in Sumter School
District includes the western
and northern portions of the
City of Sumter. Major road-
ways include Wilson Hall
Road, Loring Mill Road, Pa-
triot Parkway and others.

Before making the trip to
vote, if registered voters are
unsure if they reside in Area
8, they can call the county
voter registration office on
Tuesday, and staff will veri-
fy if they are eligible. The of-
fice's phone numbers are
(803) 436-2310, -2311, -2312
and -2313.

Jefferson said new county
voter registration cards were
mailed last year and the
school areas, or districts, are
located on the bottom of the
card on the left side.

Sumter school board seats
are nonpartisan races in
Sumter County.
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cornerstone of the Black com-
munity. Bates Principal Titus
Hastie, uncle of Sumter City
Councilman Calvin Hastie,
wasn’t content with education
staying within the walls of the
quaint building. He ventured
out, making home visits in
order to connect with parents
and show students their prog-
ress was everyone’s priority.

By the time Pringle arrived
at Lincoln, she felt the weight
of its legacy and the promise of
its future.

“Everyone looked forward to
going to Lincoln,” Pringle ex-
pressed. “All of us coming
from these different neighbor-
hoods and being fed into Lin-
coln, it was in a sense an explo-
sion, bringing different kinds
of experiences because we
lived in different neighbor-
hoods. But it was an exciting
time, and it was a big deal.”

At Lincoln, students came
together to learn — not only
from textbooks, but also from
each other. The friendships
formed within those halls
were forged through shared
experiences, integration, the
school’s closing and the de-
cades that followed.

A typical first day at Lincoln
wasn'’t about icebreakers or
“get to know me” exercises. It
was about reclaiming dignity.
Hand-me-down books from the
white high school were laced
with hateful scribbles and
slurs, Pringle shared. Before a
single lesson was taught, Lin-
coln’s teacher insisted every in-
sult be erased. Teachers — like
Ms. Ivy and Mr. Littles, Pringle
reminisced — gave more than
lessons. They gave skills, cour-
age and a safe space to explore
their identities. Despite limited
resources and exclusion from
formal curricula, these educa-
tors wove Black history into
every subject. They taught
about poets, artists and free-
dom fighters — an unspoken
syllabus of resilience and inspi-
ration.

“You take away not just what
your parents have taught you
from home, but you also take
away what your teachers have
instilled in you as well, and
that's what they did for us,”
Pringle shared. “They were
more than teachers; it was an
extension of home.”

“That was one of the benefits
of going to a school like Lin-
coln. They reached down, and
they did things that were not,
I'm sure, in their curriculum.
They made sure that we got it
and made sure that we knew
where to go to get it.”

That teaching is what plant-
ed a seed in Pringle and sever-
al other students, one that fu-
eled them to become influen-
tial figures in their own right.
For some, it was fighting for a
seat at the table, for a chance
to share in the fight against in-
justice. For Pringle, it was to
educate. Fueled by her passion
for history and utilizing her
college degree in history, she
brought to her own classroom
the same fire that once ignited
hers, this time teaching from
her personal experiences and
of people she called her
friends. She taught students
that history isn’t distant, it’s
personal.

“It was kind of invigorating
because it was such an
eye-opener,” Pringle ex-
pressed about seeing figures
she once walked the halls
with make history. “Lincoln
and this town has produced
some incredible people and
leaders for the nation and for
the region.”

Those names are echoed in
nearly every corner of Sum-
ter: Mary McLeod Bethune,
James T. “Nooker” McCain
Sr., Ernest Finney Jr., James
“Jim” Felder and James Cly-
burn. And others whose lega-
cies are no less powerful:
Henry Johnson Maxwell, Wil-
helmina Reuben-Cooke,
Ruben Lee Gray Sr., Dorothy
R. Toney, Hattie Scarbor-
ough, Dorothy V. Sampson,
the Rev. Harry Brown and
many others. These were not
distant figures — don’t let the
black-and-white images fool
you. They were classmates,
teachers and neighbors. And
they were — and remain —
proof that history wasn’t
something you read — it was
something you become.

To understand Sumter’s his-
tory is to understand the ques-
tion every elder has asked a
child: “Who your people?” It’s
more than a question of family,

Lincoln High
School alumna and
historian Deloris
Pringle reflects on
how the historic
all-Black high
school and sur-
rounding Sumter
area produced in-
fluential leaders
and helped shape
Sumter into what it
is today.

ZACHOOKS / THE
SUMTER ITEM

but a question of legacy. It’s
not just about the bloodlines
but the community lines,
knowing that your story is part
of something bigger. It’s a ques-
tion that shapes you. When you
know your people — your
neighbors, your teachers, your
history — you know that you
matter. You know that your
place in the world matters.

It is why those students of
yesteryear, who hold Lincoln
so near and dear to their
hearts, became the influential
figures youth today strive to
be.

“That helps to shape you; the
place that you grew up in, the
people that you knew or the
people that you studied or the
people that you read about, that
can really influence a child and
shape a child's life and let a
young person know they can
be and do whatever they set
their mind to,” Pringle ex-
plained.

Sumter’s history isn’t locked
in books or sealed in the past. It
walks the streets, attends
church services, gathers for
class reunions and spends
hours educating the next gen-
eration on its stomping
grounds. History speaks
through people like Pringle and
her classmates, through memo-
ries that feel as fresh as yester-
day. Memories of sitting in the-
ater balconies, of opening
Black-owned businesses, of
trekking miles to school for the
privilege to learn where they
came from.

The greatest lesson history
teaches — especially in Sumter
— is possibility. And its people
are prime examples. Listening
to stories of Sumter, of people
like Pringle, what you’ll hear is
not a history that has passed.
It’s a history that is present,
and it’s waiting for the next
generation to write the next
chapter.

PAST IS PRESENT

Sumter’s Black history runs
deep, shaped by countless
leaders, educators and activ-
ists dating back centuries.
The names here are just a
glimpse of a much larger
story. For every trailblazer
you see listed, many more
stood beside them, calling for
change and spearheading
progress. This is not a com-
plete list; it’s an invitation to
discover and celebrate those
whose courage and contribu-
tions built Sumter as we know
— and love — it today.

Henry Johnson Maxwell
Maxwell, a Union soldier,
lawyer and statesman, was a

pioneer in South Carolina’s

history.
Born a
free man
in 1837,
he served
as a first
sergeant
in the
2nd U.S.
Colored
Artillery
during
the Civil
War and
later be-
came an
advocate
for edu-

cation
through
the
Freed-
men Bu-
reau. He
made
history
as the
first
Black
U.S. postmaster, serving in
Bennettsville in 1869 before
being admitted to South Caro-
lina Bar in 1871. He was also a
delegate at the 1872 National
Republican Convention. Max-
well settled in Sumter in 1874,
raising a family on a 42-acre
farm. Maxwell passed away in
1906, leaving behind a legacy
of leadership, resilience and
dedication to civil rights and
public service.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Henry Johnson Max-
well, Sumter native
who served as a
Union soldier, be-
came the first Black
U.S. postmaster and
senator during the
Reconstruction era.

Mary McLeod Bethune

Born near Mayesville in
1875, Bethune was a renowned
educator and civil rights lead-
er. She founded

the Daytona Nor-
mal and Industri-
al Institute, which
was renamed
Bethune-Cook-

man University,

BETHUNE and served as an
adviser to multi-
ple U.S. presidents. Her legacy
includes the National Council
for Negro Women, significant
contributions to education
and civil rights and several
structures bearing her name
and designed to preserve the
accomplishments of the gen-
erations she inspired.

vate practice until 2018. Gray
passed away in 2022 at 83,
leaving behind a legacy of ser-
vice, integrity and community
impact.

Dorothy Vermelle Sampson
Sampson, the first Black
woman to practice law in
Sumter, fought tirelessly for
civil rights and

justice. Known for
her dedication to
serving the un-
derserved, she
provided more

pro bono legal
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Ernest Finney Jr. was a Sumter
native who became first Black
S.C. Supreme Court Justice.

Ernest A. Finney Jr.

Finney Jr., South Carolina’s
first Black Supreme Court
Justice since the Reconstruc-
tion era, was a notable figure
in both the legal field and the
fight for civil rights. After
earning his law degree, he
moved to Sumter in 1960,
where his legal career became
a cornerstone of the Civil
Rights Movement. He made
history becoming the state’s
first Black circuit court judge
in 1976. Elevated to state Su-
preme Court in 1985, he
served as chief justice from
1994 until his retirement in
2000. His passion for justice
and kindness shaped both his
family and community, inspir-
ing generations, including his
own sons, to fight for justice
and believe in humility. Fin-
ney passed away in 2017 at age
86.

Wilhelmina Reuben-Cooke

Reuben-Cooke made history
as one of Duke University’s
“First Five” Black undergrad-
uate students in
1963. After earn-
ing her law de-
gree from Univer-
sity of Michigan
in 1973, her ca-
reer spanned
from private
practice to public
advocacy, arguing
before U.S. Supreme Court
and teaching law at Syracuse
University. Duke renamed a
building on its campus in her
honor in 2020. Reuben-Cooke
passed away in 2019 at 72,
being remembered for her
trailblazing achievements, her
grace, intellect and lifelong
commitment to justice and ed-
ucation.

REUBEN-
COOKE

Ruben Lee Gray Sr.

Gray Sr., Sumter County’s
first Black County Council
chairman and family court
judge, was a pil-
lar of leadership
and justice. He
joined Sumter
County Council
in 1985 and be-
came vice chair-
man in 1988 and
chairman in 1989.
During his tenure, he led
major initiatives, including in-
dustrial development and
emergency management
during Hurricane Hugo.
Elected as Sumter’s first
Black Family Court judge in
1992, he served a decade on
the bench, known for his fair-
ness and wisdom. He retired
in 2002, returning to his pri-

GRAY

SAMPSON  services than any
other lawyer in
Sumter at the time. In 1965,
she was part of the legal team
alongside Matthew J. Perry
and Ernest A. Finney Jr. that
represented her sister, Irene,
in a civil rights case. She also
worked alongside her twin
brother, Donald, who became
the first Black lawyer to prac-
tice law in Greenville. Along-
side her local legal career,
Sampson pursued politics,
running for state senate in
1974, and later was admitted
to practice before the U.S. Su-
preme Court. She passed
away in 2013 at 94, leaving be-
hind a legacy of service, cour-
age and justice.
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The Rev. Henry Brown, right, was
the founder of the Sons and daugh-
ters of Job, one of the first providers
of burial services for Blacks in the
late 1920s, and founder of Sumter
Community Hospital, the first Black
hospital in Sumter.

The Rev. H.B. Brown

Brown, founder of the Sons
and Daughters of Job, was a
trailblazer in providing burial
services for the Black commu-
nity during the late 1920s. His
organization became one of
the first to offer dignified, af-
fordable burials, ensuring
families could honor their
loved ones with respect. Be-
yond his work in funeral ser-
vices, Brown was an advocate
for health care access and
played a key role in the estab-
lishment of Sumter Commu-
nity Hospital in 1949, a facility
dedicated to providing medi-
cal care to Black patients and
alleviating overcrowding at
Tuomey Hospital. His contri-
butions to health care and fu-
neral services provided sup-
port to Black families in Sum-
ter during a time of limited
resources and segregation.

Dorothy R. Toney

Toney, Sumter’s first Black
head nurse, was a pioneer in
health care and a pillar to the
community. She
graduated from
Lincoln High
School, earned
her nursing de-
gree from Colum-
bia Hospital
School of Nursing
and attended
Jackson Memorial Hospital in
Miami for her post-graduate
studies. Toney served as head
nurse on Tuomey’s OB and
post-operative floors for 40
years, providing compassion-
ate care and mentoring gener-
ations of nurses. Beyond her
medial career, she was a
fierce advocate for Sumter,
working with city officials to
combat crime and improve
neighborhoods. She was hon-
ored as Sumter Nurse of the
Year and Sumter County
Woman of the Year and was
inducted into the Lincoln
High School Preservation
Alumni Association’s Hall of
Fame. Toney passed away in
2021 at 86, leaving a legacy of
excellence, service and love
for her community.

TONEY

Hattie Scarborough
Scarborough, City of Sum-
ter’s first Black councilwoman,

served Ward 3 from 1987 to
2010, driving progress for South
Sumter. She made Sumter her
home in 1955 and
spent over 30
years as an educa-
tor in Bishopville
before entering
local government.
Known for her vi-
sion and leader-
ship, she champi-

SCARBOR-
OUGH

oned projects such as the
HOPE Centers, Aquatics Cen-
ter, South Sumter Gym and
James E. Clyburn Intermodal
Transportation Center. She
also served as mayor pro tem-
pore during her final years on
council. Outside of her govern-
ment duties, she co-founded
Sumter Funeral Services, con-
necting to her community both
professionally and personally.
Scarborough passed away in
2021 at 74, leaving behind a leg-
acy of service, friendship and
progress that continues to
shape Sumter.
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James “Jim" Felder, front right,
was one of the pallbearers
during President John F. Kenne-
dy’s funeral. Felder was also a
politician and civil rights activist
who was one of the first three Af-
rican Americans to serve in the
South Carolina Legislature since
the Reconstruction era.

James “Jim” Felder

Felder devoted his life to jus-
tice and equality as a civil
rights activist and one of the
first Black legislators in South
Carolina since Reconstruction.
A Lincoln High alumnus, he
became a Marine and was
granted the honor of leading
the casket team that buried
President John F. Kennedy. In-
spired by JFK’s vision, Felder
entered politics, helping re-
shape the state’s legislative
landscape while continuing to
fight for civil rights and voter
equality. Today, he is deeply
involved with Lincoln High
School Preservation Alumni
Association, working to keep
the history of the school, its
students and community
members alive.

AP FILE PHOTO
President Joe Biden awards the
nation’s highest civilian honor, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, to
Rep. James Clyburn, D-S.C., during
a ceremony in the East Room of
the White House on Friday, May 3,
2024, in Washington.

James Clyburn

Clyburn, U.S. Congressman
and civil rights activist, has
spent decades advocating for
justice and education. A na-
tive of Mayesville, Clyburn
began his activism during the
Civil Rights Movement and
was first elected to Congress
in 1993. As House Majority
Whip, he became one of the
most influential leaders in
Washington, D.C. A proud ad-
vocate for historically Black
colleges and universities, or
HBCUs, and educational ac-
cess, Clyburn remains deeply
connected to his roots, with
trips to Sumter to meet with
community members and in-
still words of wisdom into the
next generation of leaders.

James T.“Nooker” McCain Sr.
McCain Sr. fought for educa-
tion and civil rights through-
out the South. He became a
southern field di-
rector for Con-
gress of Racial
Equality, or
CORE, in 1957 and
led sit-ins and
protests across
the South, includ-
ing the Freedom
Rides in 1957. In South Caroli-
na, he organized seven CORE
groups to increase voter regis-
tration and support the state’s
sit-in movement. Additionally,
he managed over 30 Freedom
Schools and coordinated more
than 70,000 volunteers, both
Black and white, to advance
civil rights causes. A fearless
advocate and organizer, Mc-
Cain’s legacy is filled with
courage, leadership and com-
mitment to justice and educa-
tion that continues to inspire
generations in Sumter today.

McCAIN
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To correct any information or to make a submission to
Around Town, email pressrelease@theitem.com with Around
Town in subject line.

The Knights of St. Peter Claver and the Ladies Auxiliary present
their annual Black History Program from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
23, at the St. Jude and St. Anne Parish Center, 216 E. Liberty
St. (located behind the former St. Anne Church). The theme
is “African Americans and Labor,” which focuses on the vari-
ous and profound ways that work of all kinds intersect with
the collective experiences of Black people. The program will
feature Dr. Said Sewell, president of Morris College, as guest
speaker. In addition to Sewell, the program will feature indi-
vidual and group presentations of African-American culture
through readings, songs and dance. The program is open to
the public and refreshments will be served.

Residents living in and around Sumter can learn about their
risk for cardiovascular disease, osteoporosis, diabetes and
other chronic, serious conditions with affordable screenings
by Life Line Screening. St. Marks Methodist Church will host a
community screening event on March 14 at 27 Broad St. in
Sumter. Screenings can check for: the level of plaque buildup
in your arteries, related to risk for cardiovascular disease,
stroke and overall vascular health, HDL and LDL cholesterol
levels, diabetes risk, kidney and thyroid function and more.
Screenings are affordable and convenient. Free parking is
also available. Special package pricing starts at $159, but
consultants will work with you to create a package that is
right for you based on your age and risk factors. Call 1-877-
237-1287 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com. Pre-registration
is required.

Sumter Newcomers Club is a social group open to ALL Sumter
residents including men and women of all ages, retired or
still working. We offer card and other games, book club and
social events. There is something to do almost every day.
Come check us out at our monthly coffee social with a guest
speaker the second Friday of each month from September to
May at 10 a.m. at the South Hope Center, 1125 S. Lafayette
Drive. Refreshments will be provided. Call Shelly at (803) 968-
0024 for more information.

Prisma Health Tuomey Hospice is always seeking volunteers to
serve during end-of-life care in patients’ homes. Volunteers
serve as companions for patients and respite for caregivers.
No medical care is provided by volunteers. Contact Lorianna
Steele for more information, (803) 904-6315 or lorianna.
steele@prismahealth.org.

PUBLICAGENDA

SUMTER CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 5:30 p.m., Council Chambers on the fourth
floor of Sumter Opera House, 21 N. Main St. (enter through the
back parking lot entrance and take elevator to fourth floor)
CLARENDON COUNTY PLANNING & PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 6:30 p.m., planning commission office, 411
Sunset Drive, Manning

BISHOPVILLE CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 6:30 p.m., Colclough Building (as needed
only)

SOLUTION TO THE NEWSDAY
CROSSWORD
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WEATHER

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2025

AccuWeather’ five-day forecast for Sumter @ AccuWeather Get the AccuWeather app

TODAY TONIGHT SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
Cloudy with Rain and drizzle; Heavyrainanda  Cooler with plenty Sunny to partly  Chilly with rain and
showers around breezy late thunderstorm of sunshine cloudy at-storm
61° 55° 69°/34° 56°/32° 58°/40° 48°/35°
Chance of rain: 85% Chance of rain: 85% Chance of rain: 95% Chance of rain: 0% Chance of rain: 0% Chance of rain: 95%
ESE 6-12 mph S 7-14mph WSW 12-25 mph NNW 6-12 mph ESE 4-8 mph NNE 8-16 mph
l Gdfl’lley
Q 45/42
TODAY,S Q Spartanburg
Greenville 45/42
SOUTH 4/43
CAROLINA . . Florence
Bishopville 64/60
WEATHER sss & &
Temperatures shown on map are Columbia @ . Sumter
today’s highs and tonight's lows. 55/52 61/55 Myrtle
IN THE MOUNTAINS Manning @ Beach o
Q 66/61 64/61
Today: Cooler with a shower. Winds north- Aiken
northwest 4-8 mph. 56/53
Sunday: Periods of rain. Winds west-south-
west 12-25 mph.
ON THE COAST Charleston
Today: Milder with a passing shower or 72/64 @
two. High 64 to 69.
Sunday: Rain and a thunderstorm. High
6710 71.
LOCAL ALMANAC LAKE LEVELS SUN AND MOON
SUMTER THURSDAY Lak FuIII 7a.r:1. 24};hr Sunrise  7:06 a.m.  Sunset 6:06 p.m.
ake pool yest.  chg Moonrise  9:12p.m. Moonset  8:40 a.m.
Lei“:]"e'at"” - Murray 360 35598 +0.29 i
Lo o Marion 768 7471 +0.10 Last  New  First — Full
Normal hiah 58° Moultrie 755 7449 none P
Normaliog 326 Wateree 100 9767 +0.69
Record high 80° in 2020 Feb.20  Feb.27 Mar. 6 Mar. 14
Recordlow  11°in 1973 RIVER STAGES
Precipitati Flood 7am. 24-hr TIDES
pitation River stage t h
" ge yest.  chg AT MYRTLE BEACH
Thursday 041 Black River 12 534 -003 .
Month to date 053" Congaree River 19 1152 +761 Migh Lo Low MG
Normal month to date 152" - nghes . 4 age to3s Today 10:45am. 28  519am. -0
Year to date 191" sy| i 4 1000 i3 M:12pm. 27 536pm. 00
Last year to date 3.67" Ua uS 2 tlve};. %0 N.A +N' A Sun.  11:19am. 27  557am. 0.0
0 p. >antee River A A 1:49pm. 27  606pm. 0.1
Normal year to date 530 Wateree River 24 1499 +440 p-m pm
NATIONAL CITIES REGIONAL CITIES
Today  Sun. Today  Sun. Today  Sun. Today  Sun.
City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W  City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W  City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W  City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Atlanta 59/57/c  61/29/r  Asheville 52/48/r 58/23/r  Florence 64/60/sh  70/32/r  Marion 44/41/r  58/26/r
Chicago 36/23/sn  27/0/sf  Athens 50/46/c  65/27/r  Gainesville 84/63/pc  79/44/t Mt. Pleasant ~ 68/63/sh  68/41/r
Dallas 73/28/c  46/27/s  Augusta 61/52/sh 67/31/r  Gastonia 45/42/r  66/29/r  Myrtle Beach 64/61/sh 68/38/r
Detroit 34/26/sn 31/13/sn  Beaufort 69/62/c  70/39/r  Goldsboro 63/59/r  70/35/r  Orangeburg  66/63/sh 69/34/r
Houston 78/41/t 57/38/s  CapeHatteras 61/58/sh 67/38/r  Goose Creek  70/63/sh 71/38/r  Port Royal 68/61/c  69/37/r
Los Angeles  66/51/pc 72/48/pc  Charleston 72/64/sh  70/39/r  Greensboro 42/38/i  63/28/r Raleigh 51/47/r  68/32/r
New Orleans  80/58/pc 64/42/pc  Charlotte 45/42/r  66/29/r  Greenville 46/43/r  67/28/r Rock Hill 47/43/sh  68/28/r
New York 36/33/sn  46/26/r  Clemson 47/44/c  64/28/r Hickory 42/39/r  61/27/x Rockingham  53/50/r  69/31/r
Orlando 85/66/pc  86/57/c  Columbia 55/52/sh  68/32/r Hilton Head 67/61/c  67/39/r Savannah 71/63/c  72/38/r
Philadelphia  39/34/sn  57/27/r Darlington 61/56/sh  70/34/r  Jacksonville, FL 81/64/pc  78/43/r  Spartanburg  45/42/r  65/28/r
Phoenix 71/50/s 74/51/pc  Elizabeth City  59/55/r  70/35/r  LaGrange 69/60/c  64/28/r  Summerville  69/63/sh 69/37/r
San Francisco  60/45/pc 58/48/pc  Elizabethtown 66/62/sh  71/34/r Macon 67/60/c  69/31/r  Wilmington  67/63/sh 74/37/r
Wash., DC 41/38/r  62/32/r  Fayetteville  61/58/sh 68/34/r  Marietta 56/52/c  60/26/r  Winston-Salem 43/39/r  64/30/r

Weather(W): s—sunny, pc—partly cloudy, c—cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn—snow, i-ice

Look no further than your local
newspaper for

The right advertising
opportunity!

Call (803) 774-1200
and get started today.
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DOUBLE DACTYLS: With the same
meter reading

by S.N.

ACROSS

1 Strike, as with snowballs

5 Sound scared

9 __-Cola (Pepsi rival)

13 Headquartering

19 Big name in tablets

20 Choir voice

21 Wally of cookies

22 World’s largest peninsula

23 Name of 12 popes

24 Russian-born pianist

27 Leaving guess: Abbr.

28 Quick look

29 Solemn act

30 Trio on older phones

31 Poor grade

32 Rhett Butler spouse

34 Himalayan land

36 More sore

39 Send back

41 Bruins of the Pac-12

43 “For ___ ajolly good...”

44 Ring of light

48 Anderson Cooper’s heiress
mom

52 Aroma

53 Make known

54 Lab garments

87 Acorn, essentially

88 Tomasso’s “thanks”

90 Prepared

92 Convent resident

93 Bath powder ingredient

95 “First Lady of the World”

98 Gravity-powered vehicle

99 UFO pilots

100 Jacuzzis

101 Army medic’s procedure

102 Put a match to

105 Social gathering

108 Hairy, as an 82-Down

109 Director __ Lee

112 SEAL’'s employer

113 Cleaner scent

115 Heavy mists

117 Cloner’s material

118 A Beautiful Mind Oscar
winner

122 Accord

123 Fit for plowing

124 Pick a candidate

125 Look to be

126 Peace Nobelist Wiesel

127 Spin around

128 GNP or RBI

129 Monitors before flat-
screens

130 Lumber along

55 Field of work DOWN

57 Expected 1 Church fixture
58 All those against 2 Skin cells

60 Greatly impresses 3 Praiseful

61 Spree

62 On the way up

64 You, south of the border

66 Drinks with fizz

68 Outback predator

69 “The Little Mermaid” author

75 Keep ___ to the ground

76 Freezing temperatures

77 Sleep disturber

78 Disentangles

81 Sgt. subordinate

82 House Hunters cable chan-
nel

83 Den seating

4 Super Bowl scores

5 Handed over

6 Paul who cofounded Micro-
soft

7 Amount bet

8 Okra portion

9 Composer Saint-Saéns

10 Decide to leave out

11 Jazz pianist Chick

12 Wood in bats

13 British attorney

14 Come up smelling like __

15 Tool with teeth

16 Bibliography abbr.

17 Marquee time [33
18 Stare intently
25 S&L offerings |27
26 Hamlet’s love
28 Helen of Troy’s [32

abductor

33 Play about ro-
bots

35 Young hood-

lums 53
37 10U
38 Frat letter 58
40 “Broadway

Joe” of foot-

ball

42 Naval fleets 69 (70 |71
45 Computer ac-

cessories
46 Waiting room

47 Crater Lake lo-

cale
49 Party to a
promise
50 Nailed an

exam

51 Took the first
step

56 Travels on

59 Scottish sing-

er Boyle
61 Shared equal-

ly
63 Fathers of

colts
65 Very thin per-

son
66 Justice suc-
ceeded by Kagan
67 Serenaded
69 Favorite hangouts
70 Flower category
71 Get cozy
72 Dark brown
73 Wrong
74 Rid (of)
79 Cost to play a round
80 Chowder cracker
82 Polo participant
84 Everybody

85 Castro foe Batista

86 Came before

89 Gusto

90 Second Commandment
word

91 Contractual details

94 Start of the fifth century

96 Scoring opportunity in hock-

ey
97 Traveling through
103 Jury’s determination
104 Part of Disney World

106 Any Super Bowl athlete
107 Landlord’s sign

109 Not quite shut

110 Emperor after Claudius
111 Small fly

114 Slightest amount

116 Where boxers train

119 Hoop group

120 Campers, for short

121 PC key

122 Gusto



Stimter

ITEM

SPORTS

Call: (803) 774-1221 E-mail: sports@theitem.com

SECTION

b

SATURDAY-TUESDAY,
FEB. 15-18, 2025

Lady Eagles Maxfield has

breakout week on way to Hines
Furniture Athlete of the Week

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

Scott’s Branch forward
Trayiona Maxfield may just
be an eighth-grader, but she
didn’t play like one last week.

The Lady Eagle put on a
show as Scott’s Branch hit the
home stretch of its season, in-
cluding a career-high 27
points in a win over Cross.
Maxfield helped the Lady Ea-
gles finish the regular season
with a soft landing, winning
three straight games to put a

bow on a second-place finish
in Region V-1A, earning Hines
Furniture Athlete of the Week
honors in the process.

“I played my heart out, and
I appreciate everyone who
voted for me,” she said. “It’s
really tough, especially for an
eighth-grader.”

Scott’s Branch head coach
Lucinda Stukes saw Maxfield
turn a corner after a blowout
76-10 loss to No. 1 Military
Magnet, the top-ranked team
in SCHSL 1A, to close out Jan-
uary. Maxwell then scored 18

in a loss to Baptist Hill when
they were without some key
contributors and carried that
momentum into a three-game
winning streak to close out
the regular season.

“It helped her to see that she
could turn it on a little bit and
there are things she can do to
help the team be better. That
was a real turning point for
Tray, that weekend after the
storm,” Stukes said. “We only
scored 10 points at Military

SEE AOTW, PAGE B4

Scott’s Branch
forward Tray-
iona Maxfield
scored a ca-
reer high 27
points against
Cross on her
way to Hines
Furniture Ath-
lete of the
Week honors.

TIM LEIBLE / SUMTER
ITEM FILE PHOTO

Clarendon County closes out its regular
season as Manning, East Clarendon face off

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

The regular season came to an end
on Thursday for Clarendon County
rivals East Clarendon and Manning.

The Monarchs will now turn their
attention to the postseason after sur-
viving one of the most difficult re-
gions in the state. Both East Claren-
don squads and the Lady Monarchs,
meanwhile, shift their focus to the

offseason.
MONARCHS ROLL

The Manning boys wrapped up
their regular season with a resound-
ing 74-43 win over the Wolverines.
The game was back and forth for
most of the first half, but the Mon-
archs started to break away at the
end of the second quarter. They car-
ried a 39-28 lead into halftime before
running away with things after the

break.

For Monarch head coach Shawn

Johnson, this was the cherry on top

of a strong regular season, in which

PHOTOS BY TIM LEIBLE / THE SUMTER ITEM

Manning’s Jeffery Ceasar shoots a layup against East Clarendon on Thursday.

East Clarendon’s Cherish Cochran (12)
drives against Manning on Thursday.

where we need to be.”

Manning finished 16-5 and will go
into the playoffs ranked No. 5 in
SCHSL 2A. They’re slated to face off
with Woodland, the No. 4 seed out of
Region VI-2A, in the first round of
the playoffs.

“We’ve got a good Woodland team
coming to Manning, so we’re just try-
ing to play everybody so everybody
can get some floor time and we can
keep trying to get better,” Johnson
said after nine Monarchs scored in
the win. “We played a terribly good
conference. Our region was tough.
Lake City, Marion and Mullins ACA
(Atlantic Collegiate) and (East Clar-
endon) is not bad. That’s what we had
to do.”

All four playoff teams from the re-
gion were ranked at one point in the
season. Atlantic Collegiate is the top
team in the classification heading
into the playoffs and handed Manning
two of their three region losses. The
Monarchs split with No. 6-ranked
Mullins during the regular season
and earned a home playoff game in
the process.

“The size and shooting we have in
our region prepares us (for the post-
season) because we’ve seen it,” John-
son said. “We’re going to continue to
lean on that. We'’re not afraid.”

Manning’s depth has been key all
season, as they’ve had a slew of dif-

ferent players step up throughout the
season. On Thursday, star guard Jef-
fery Ceasar took center stage, scoring
26 points. His two three-pointers in
the third quarter helped Manning
build a lead they would not relin-
quish. Taivon Carter and Tyler Green
each had 11, while Lovell Stevenson
had 10. That’s the group that Dr.
Johnson is confident will carry the
Monarchs to success in the postsea-
son.

“We're going to lean on Jeffery
Ceasar, Taivon Carter, our seniors,”
the Manning head coach said. “We
play a lot of young players, so we're
going to lean on our seniors to get

WOLVERINES GROW THROUGH
TOUGH SEASON

The East Clarendon boys, mean-
while, end their season with a 6-18 re-
cord after a challenging winter. The
Wolverines battled injuries to some
of their top players and couldn’t find
a way to push over the top in their
brutally difficult region.

Thursday’s loss was an encapsula-
tion of East Clarendon’s season. They
showed spurts of excellent play, but
once things started to slip away, they
couldn’t keep pace with the veteran
squad from Manning.

SEE CLARENDON, PAGE B5

Lee Academy grinds out region title with comeback win

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

When Lee Academy entered
the fourth quarter of their
matchup with Conway Chris-
tian on Tuesday, it looked like
their dreams of a region tour-
nament championship were
toast.

The Lady Cavs looked up at
the scoreboard and saw a 14-
point deficit in a defensive
battle, but they weren’t ready

to call it a night. Lee Academy
fought tooth and nail despite
their three biggest stars stuck
in foul trouble and managed
to pull out a 38-36 win. Now,
the Lady Cavaliers get a little
extra time to recover from the
stressful win, as they earned
a first-round bye in the SCISA
2A state playoffs after claim-
ing both regular season and
region tournament titles in
Region I-2A.

“They’ve been the cardiac

kids all year. Like I told the
girls, ‘You’re amazing, but
you’re giving me heart fail-
ure,”” joked head coach Kim
Langston. “For the people
watching the game, it was a
great game as far as the ex-
citement of it. I would dare to
say that I don’t think anyone
has been down that far with
that little time and come back
and won. It didn’t look good.
It looked grim, but they hung
in there and kept fighting and

kept chipping away.

“As I told them today, any-
body who’s teaching in a pri-
vate school isn’t making a
whole bunch of money, and I
wouldn’t trade my job for any-
thing in the world just be-
cause of when that buzzer
went off and they knew they
won, the looks on those faces,
the elation on those faces was
worth it all.”

Lee Academy pulled off the
comeback despite Karagan

Melton fouling out midway
through the fourth quarter.
Mazie Tomlinson and James-
on Collins were each sitting
with four fouls of their own,
which made it difficult to
apply pressure, as Conway
Christian sat on the ball to
kill the clock. Lee switched
from a zone defense back to
man-to-man in an effort to
apply some pressure, and the

SEETITLE, PAGE B4
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Thomas Sumter
hosts first B-team

region championship,

boys claim title

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

The Thomas Sumter athlet-
ic department is always trying
to find new ways to provide
new opportunities for its stu-
dent-athletes of all ages. This
year, the Generals got creative
with B-team basketball.

The Generals hosted their
first Region I-3A B-team re-
gion tournament on Saturday,
Feb. 1, giving their younger
athletes a chance to experi-
ence postseason basketball for
the first time. For Tanner
Brunson, the school’s athletic
director and head coach of
the boys B-team, it was a
no-brainer.

“It gives the middle school
kids something to play for.
With middle school sports,
that last game hits, and that’s
it,” Brunson said. “One thing
that we’ve really stressed in
the athletic department is
teaching these kids how to
win and to compete."

The boys team consisted of
Brody Olson, Sanjay Hester,
Hadrian Hughey, Ashton
Pierce, Thomas Dahlstrom,
AJ Hawkins, Aiden Pierce,
Jay Langford, Cody Hancock,
Aerian Casares, Jordan Oli-
ver, Myers Wilkes and Lawton
Hill. That group ranged from
sixth-graders to eighth-grad-
ers and absolutely dominated
all season long in an undefeat-
ed year. They held four teams
to single digits and won the
region tournaments with
39-23 and 33-10 wins over Cal-
houn Academy and Orange-
burg Prep. They added wins
over Ragin Prep and Holly
Hill to close out their season
last week.

“They’re a special group,”
Brunson said of his team.
“The cool thing about that
group and me having the op-

portunity to be their head
coach, they legitimately care
about each other and the pro-
cess. I told them from Day 1,
‘To truly be successful, you
have to fall in the process ver-
sus the result. You work for
the result, but you have to
enjoy the work to get there.’
That group took that in stride.
They’re a talented group nat-
urally, but when you combine
that with unbelievable work
ethic, you can do some incred-
ible stuff.

“That group is going to set
the world on fire if they stay
together and work the way
that they want to. They have
the ability to do some special
stuff.”

The girls were also excel-
lent, finishing with a 9-3 re-
cord and a 3-2 mark in the re-
gion. The team, coached by
Head of School Ben Herod,
defeated Calhoun 16-5 in their
first tournament game before
losing a hard-fought battle
with Orangeburg Prep 22-17 to
finish as runners-up. That
squad included Bella Tisdale,
Addison Conyers, Hailey
Finan, Silver Blackmon, Dan-
iella Barnes, Hadley Herod,
Jenna Ray, Harper Stines,
Avery Kate Herod, Alexis
Connel, A’leigha Nelson,
Karsyn Allen and Mary Mar-
garet Reid.

“With our girls program,
even going back to the BJ
Reed days, the idea was built
around the fact that we might
not win the battle that day,
but we’re going to win the
war. You are never going to
truly out-work us, and our
B-team girls team reflected
that a lot,” Brunson said.
“With them, I got to be a fan
and watch them grow. That
team grew every day. There
was not a day where you
could say they took a step

PHOTOS PROVIDED

The Thomas Sumter boys B-team basketball squad celebrates after claiming the region championship on

Feb. 1.

back; they progressed and
worked and worked and
worked.

“To my knowledge, that is
the most successful B-team
girls team we’ve ever had, at
least in my time associated
with the school, and I'm tech-
nically in Year 17 if you count
the 11 as a student. They had
a terrific season.”

This success continues the
growth that the Generals have
looked to build across athlet-
ics. Varsity softball and soccer
made their returns to Thomas
Sumter last year. They up-
graded their weight room in
the fall, and this just carries
that momentum forward.

“First and foremost, we
want our kids to understand
that we care about them and
we want to expand their op-
portunities for development,”
Brunson said. “In today’s so-
ciety, people do revolve
around the idea of ‘Look
good, play good’ mentality, so
upgrading the weight room,
for instance, shows that we
have a focus on improving
this athletic department, bet-
ter these athletic programs
and better our athletes, peri-
od. We want to keep our Kids

The Thomas Sumter girls B-team basketball squad celebrates after fin-
ishing second in their region tournament on Feb. 1.

engaged and excited and kind
of at the edge of their seats at
all times because the more

excited they are, the more be-

lief that they have that we're
committed to them, the better
opportunity they have to
grow.”
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Crestwood bounces back from
lone region loss to beat Lakewood

STAFF REPORT

The Crestwood basketball teams closed out
their regular seasons on Thursday with a Sum-
ter County rivalry matchup with Lakewood.
The Knights finished with a sweep of their ri-
vals, bouncing back from a pair of losses to
Darlington on Tuesday.

The Knights, ranked No. 3 in SCHSL 4A, suf-
fered their lone loss in Region V-4A play on
Tuesday, falling to Darlington 50-48. A slow
start hurt Crestwood, which scored just 19
points in the opening half. Xzavier Johnson led
the team with 14 points, while Shannon Davis
added 11 and Teon Tindal had 10.

They came out with a vengeance on Thurs-
day, scoring 20 points in the opening quarter
against Lakewood on their way to a 64-52 win.
Tindal went off for 25, while Davis added 25 in
the victory. Pop Cato had 15 to lead the Gators,
while Cedric Cisse scored 11.

The Lakewood loss came after a 72-43 blow-
out of Hartsville on Tuesday. Cisse led all scor-
ers with 21, while Cato added 16, Darius Frank-
lin added an 11-point, 10-rebound double-dou-
ble and Carlos Franklin chipped in with 10.

Lakewood won the girls game 50-42, bounc-
ing back from a 55-47 loss to Darlington on
Tuesday. Lakewood, meanwhile, was coming
off a 48-47 win over Hartsville where Makayla
Cisse had nine and both Lauryn Nesmith and
Shareanna McFadden each had eight.

The lower-state brackets for 4A were final-
ized on Friday. The Knights are the second
overall seed in the lower state and will host
South Aiken on Monday, while Lakewood trav-
els to region foe Wilson. On the girls side,
Crestwood and Lakewood both earned at-large
bids. Lakewood travels to North Augusta, the
top seed in the lower state, on Tuesday, while
Crestwood travels to Gray Collegiate.

LEE CENTRAL SPLITS WITH C.A. JOHNSON

The Lee Central basketball teams hosted
C.A. Johnson on Wednesday, splitting the
matchups.

The No. 4 Lady Stallions took home a 61-42
win to stay perfect in region play. My’Keriyah
Holmes led the way with 17 points, while Seren-
ity Williams added 12, Kiyonna Austin had nine
and Hannah Reames scored eight.

The boys fell 56-52 to drop to 6-9 in region
play. Omari Rampasard and JuJu Davis led a
balanced scoring lineup with 10 points each in
the loss, as a late push from the Stallions fell
short. Chuck Harry added nine.

The loss came after a 60-38 win over Mid-
lands STEM on Tuesday. The Stallions used a
17-point second quarter to break away for the
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Crestwood’s Teon Tindal scored 25 points in a win
over Lakewood on Thursday.

win. Sinatra Rembert led the team with 12,
while Rampasard had 10 and Demarius Gregg
added eight.

SCOTT’S BRANCH SWEEPS LOWCOUNTRY

The Scott’s Branch basketball teams hosted
Lowcountry Leadership on Tuesday, sweeping
the matchups to close out their regular season.

The Lady Eagles ran away with a 70-6 win.
Siara Lundy led the way with 19 points, while
Trayiona Maxfield added 15 and Janiah Gibson
had eight. Saniya House chipped in with seven.

The boys cruised to a 68-39 win. Nigel Law-
son had 18, while Dayvon Bannister scored 12.
Nyren Bowman added nine, while Trayvon
Bannister chipped in with eight.

SCISA BOWLERS SHINE

SCISA bowlers wrapped up their season this
week with the individual state tournament,
with Wilson Hall, Laurence Manning, Thomas
Sumter and Lee Academy all thriving.

The individual success came after the Wilson
Hall girls and boys each claimed team titles last
week. Laurence Manning finished as the co-ed
team champions. The Thomas Sumter girls
were the state runners-up.

This week, Laurence Manning’s Sydnie Vohs
was the girls individual champion after shoot-
ing a 550. Her teammate, Charlotte Baker, was
the runner-up after shooting a 417, while Wil-
son Hall’s Addie Geddings finished third with a
381. Thomas Sumter’s Mary Grace Hilditch fin-
ished fourth by shooting a 367. Thomas Sum-
ter’s Sophia Fackleman also earned all-state
honors.

On the boys side, Bradley Dukette of Thomas
Sumter finished second with a 613, while Lee
Academy’s Gavin Barfield finished third with a
600. Wilson Hall’s Carson Geddings and Lau-
rence Manning’s Leland Mitchum also earn
all-state honors.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

South Carolina forward Joyce Edwards (8) shoots against Florida forward Eriny Kindred in Columbia on

Thursday, Feb. 13.

Edwards scores a career-high 28,
South Carolina bounces back from
loss with 101-63 win over Florida

COLUMBIA (AP) — Freshman Joyce Ed-
wards scored a career-high 28 points as No. 4
South Carolina bounced back from its loss at
No. 3 Texas last week with a 101-63 blowout of
Florida on Thursday night.

The Gamecocks (23-2, 11-1 Southeastern
Conference) pulled away early, up 36-15 after
one quarter, and cruised to their 71st straight
win at home and their 17th in a row over the
Gators (12-13, 3-8).

Edwards surpassed her previous best of 21
points set against Alabama last month. It was
a welcome performance by the team’s leading
scorer, who had a combined 15 points in South
Carolina’s previous two games.

Te’Hina Paopao finished with 14 points in-
cluding four of the team’s eight 3-pointers. She
also had seven rebounds and led the Game-
cocks with seven assists, her best showing
against an SEC opponent in two seasons in the
league.

Liv McGill led Florida with 15 points.

TAKEAWAYS
Florida: The Gators picked the wrong time

to play the Gamecocks, who had been itching
to get back on the court since their 66-62 loss
to No. 3 Texas last Sunday. Florida shot just
30.6% in the first two quarters as South Caroli-
na poured it on.

South Carolina: It was a good performance
in preparation for another big one Sunday
against UConn, which has been an annual
event for the two powerhouse programs.

KEY MOMENT

Paopao put this one away with three 3-point-
ers in the game’s first five minutes as the
Gamecocks took a 17-8 lead.

KEY STAT

South Carolina reached the 100-point mark
for a second time this season. It defeated Okla-
homa 101-60 on Jan. 19.

UP NEXT

Florida returns home to play Mississippi
State on Sunday. South Carolina plays its last
non-conference game when it hosts No. 7
UConn on Sunday.

CROSSWORD

]
28
32
!!!hlli_
42

41

43
58
61
64

54 55 |56 57
59 60
62 63
Across Down
1 Trap 1 Joshua tree, e.g.

4 DOMS symptoms

9lcy ___

14 Address on a business card

15 Go toe-to-toe

16 Engage in a numbers game?

17 Spy-fi org.

18 Low member of a quartet

19 Out

20 Frying medium

22 Like art with hazy prove-
nance, perhaps

24 Pulitzer- and Tony-winning
musical whose cast consists
of Usher and his Thoughts

27 Tactic that fails to deliver
the goods

31 Frying medium

32 “Huzzah!”

33 Ultra hi-__

34 Flair

37 “How cute!”

38 Home ___

41 Soundproofing aids

44 “Does this sound like a joke
to you?”

47 Slowest competitive swim-
ming style

50 Strike for an umpire?

53 Gadgets in Yondr pouches

54 Basic font

55 HS class for aspiring pre-
meds, perhaps

58 “That can be arranged”

59 “l wanna try!”

60 Mushroom variety

61 Polish brand

62En___

63 Mate’s response?

64 Capitalize on

JUNLSILE

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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2 Artistic displays at the Met

3 Like a diet rich in phytonutri-
ents

4 Applaud

5 Social media hashtag for
ng?(urishing one’s inner neat-
ni

6 Sparks of “Queer as Folk”

7 Subj. for some refugees

8 “Auld Lang Syne” opener

9 Mysterious

10 Warmwater fish

11 Working hard

12 Wrap after a spa treatment

13 “Wednesday” werewolf

21 Voiced

23 Refusals

25 Result of crunch time?

26 Interweaves

28 “Don’t even try to pin the
blame elsewhere”

29 Female whales

30 Know-___

31 Do for a while?

33 Softball stat

35 Roller on a golf course

36 Word in some crunchy cere-
al names

39 Vlogging equipment

40 Maker of Perfect Pairings
pies

42 Cause of a bumpy ride

43 Nice bit of cash?

45 Drag queen Bianca ___Rio

46 Charcuterie slice

48 Doesn’t spoil

49 Polish brand

50 Emollient

51 Gray ___

52 Turns down

56 Capitol fig.

57 Amigo
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By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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change worked. The Lady
Cavs were able to pull down
some critical rebounds and
get the ball out in transition,
whittling the deficit down
throughout the quarter. With
just over a minute left to play,
Lee Academy was clinging to
a one-point lead. A free throw
pushed that lead to 38-36 with
34 seconds to play. Conway
was able to get a few shots off
in the final seconds, but the
Lady Cavs snagged a rebound
with seven seconds left and
fired off an outlet pass to run
out the remaining time, seal-
ing a victory.

“We started rebounding,
and Jameson started getting
out into the flat and asking for
the ball, and the ball finally
started going in for us,”
Langston said. “It wasn’t like
we weren'’t trying; the ball
wouldn’t go in. The rims were
a little bit more flexible than
ours at home. By the grace of
God, we came back and won.”

Tomlinson finished with 14
points in the win, earning
tournament MVP honors in
the process. Melton and Col-
lins each added eight to lead
the charge with Collins also
earning a spot on the all-tour-
nament team.

COURTESY OF CAVALIER ATHLETICS

The Lee Academy girls basketball team poses with their trophy after winning the SCISA Region I-2A region tournament championship with a
win over Conway Christian on Tuesday.

“They’re amazing,”
Langston said. “Sometimes
stressful but amazing.”

Langston loves this young
bunch of Lady Cavaliers, who
are all underclassmen this
season. She has four juniors
in Tomlinson, Sara Bell, Zana
Brazell and Raylee Catoe to go

with two sophomores, three
freshmen and a pair of mid-
dle-schoolers. This young
bunch will now wait and see
who they’ll face in the open-
ing round of the playoffs, as
they’ll meet the winner be-
tween Cathedral Academy
and Our Lady of the Rosary

on Monday.

“I can’t remember us ever
having a first-round bye, so
this is huge,” Langston said.
“I can’t relay how proud I am
of this group. They have been
with me from the word 'go.’
Mazie was my manager; she
started in the third grade, and

the other kids have been with
me since they started playing
JV. To see them grow and get
to this point just makes it all
worth it.

“I have no idea what the
Lord has planned for us, but
we're just going to take it day
by day and see what happens.”

AOTW FROM PAGE B1

Magnet, but she was getting more aggressive
about getting to the basket that Friday night,
and then we had to turn right back around and
go back to Charleston that Saturday morning,
and I had a conversation with her and one of
our other guards, and Tray just said, ‘OK,
Coach, I hear you.” She’s been working hard
ever since.”

Those losses lit a fire under Maxfield and her
teammates. The Lady Eagles didn’t want to
whimper into playoffs on a down note.

“I'm very proud of my team because we really
came far,” Maxfield said. “I was just ready to
score. I've got to lock in for me to score, and
when I get the ball, I know what I'm about to do.”

Scott’s Branch started this winning streak
with a 49-28 win over Bethune Bowman. Max-
field didn’t get off to a great start, but she found
her groove to the tune of 14 points, which led
the team in the victory.

“When we were warming up, in my head I
was like, ‘We’re about to get this big W, we’re
about to win.’ I was confident, everyone was
happy and smiling,” Maxfield said. “When it got
to the first quarter, I started doing badly, but in
the second quarter, I started hyping up. When I
get sad, it turns on the team and makes the
team sad, so I started scoring and started hyp-
ing myself up.”

Scott’s Branch was able to beat Bethune-Bow-
man on the back of lockdown defense, which
has been their calling card all season long. That
continued in a 50-21 win over Cross before
crushing Lowcountry Leadership 70-6 on Tues-
day to close out the regular season.

“Our defense is crazy,” Maxfield said simply. “I
feel like we’ve got the best varsity defense in the
state. Nobody can beat our presses. Nobody can
beat that. Every possession we either get a jump
(ball) or get the other team to turn the ball over.”

The game against Cross was truly Maxfield’s
coming-out party. She went off for 27 points,
most of which came after halftime. She attacked
the basket with unrelenting effort, and it turned
into an impressive offensive performance.

“I was hyping the team up, but in the first
quarter, I was playing soft, and I couldn’t get
any scores,” she said. “In the second quarter, I
started scoring and said, ‘Oh my God, I'm really
proud of myself’

“It was driving to the basket. I can hit a little
hesi(tation) or something like that because their
defense wasn’t really like that, but no one is top-
ping our defense, so I could really take them to
the basket.”

Stukes was impressed to see her eighth-grad-
er find that new gear, especially in a game
where she didn’t get out to a perfect start.

“I told her, “You don’t have to go backwards,
you don’t have to defer, just do what you do and
play your game,”” Stukes said. “She makes men-
tion of the game we went down to Lakewood (in
December), and she took a couple of hard licks.
She said she knew she could do it from then.
She’s prepared for this moment, this postseason.
She’s primed and ready to go. She’s very, very
young in one sense, but on the court, she’s super
mature, and I'm really proud of her for that.

“She just has to continue to be fearless. She
has never said she’s nervous. It’s just keeping
that fearlessness, that toughness and have that
wherewithal to keep going. At some point, she
may have to say, ‘Y’all have to get on my back,
let’s go.” And she can do that.”

That win was a confidence booster for Max-
field, who followed that performance with anoth-
er 15 points against Lowcountry Leadership to
wrap up the regular season. The Lady Eagles
now prepare to host Lake View in the first round
of the playoffs on Tuesday. While they fell out of
the South Carolina Basketball Coaches Associa-
tion rankings after their two-game losing streak,
they’re planning to carry some great momentum
into the postseason and quiet any haters.

“TI'm just really proud of my team. Who knew
we would make it this far? I mean, I knew, but
no one else did,” Maxfield said. “We like to win,
and we practice hard every day. Coach has us in
that gym. That’s the best coach ever; she just
makes sure we're all right. Of everything in the
world, I just like to win.

“We’ve got something to prove.”

Sumter High gears up for postseason as
Gamecocks upset Westwood; girls lose Ross

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

The last week of the season
was a roller coaster for Sumter
High.

The Gamecock boys started
with a blowout loss to Ridge
View, the No. 1 team in SCHSL
5A DI, before bouncing back with
a 63-59 win over Westwood,
which is ranked No. 9 in 5A DII.

The girls, meanwhile, had a
nightmare week. At the end of a
66-37 loss to Ridge View, the Lady
Gamecocks lost their leading
scorer and only returning starter
from last year’s state champion-
ship team, Araina Ross, to injury.
She won’t be able to suit up any
time soon after landing awk-
wardly and injuring her leg, leav-
ing a young SHS squad without
their biggest star as the playoffs
near.

The SHS boys opened the week
with a tough loss to Ridge View.
They hung around early but
struggled to find offense without
starting point guard Daveon
Thomas to facilitate the offense.
Eli Britt and Nick White each
scored 12 to help spark the of-
fense at times from behind the
arc, but they didn’t get the same
scoring punch from BJ Brown,
who was tasked with being the
primary ball-handler for most of
the night. He finished with eight.

“I knew it was going to be a
long night for us. Our starting
point guard came in on Friday
before the Blythewood game with
the flu, and we only have one
true point guard. Not having him
is just tough for us,” head coach
BJ Brown said. “We had to find
another way to play, and that’s
just hard. (BJ Brown) is our
next-best ball-handler, and we
kind of lost him as a scorer to-
night because he had to have the
ball in his hands. It’s just some-
thing we have to adjust to, but
one good thing about tonight was
that our young guys had a
chance to get better.”

The Gamecocks are young,
which was highlighted when they
had no one to celebrate on senior
night against Ridge View. But
that young group battled back on
Thursday and put on a show. BJ
Brown went off for 29 points,
three rebounds and three assists
as Sumter High finished the reg-
ular season on a high note. They
used a big fourth quarter to out-
last Westwood. Wesley Lyles
added nine points and six re-
bounds, while White had another
nine points. All four of Sumter
High’s leading scorers on the
week were sophomores.

Their playoff picture won’t be
finalized until Saturday, but SHS
expects to be the No. 6 seed in 5A
DI and will likely face Wando at
home to open the postseason on
Monday.

“Every night we step on the
floor, we have to get better. We
want to go out here and fight,”
Coach Brown said. “We started to
get rolling here getting into the
playoffs. We had some guys out
with the flu and COVID, and
that’s kind of set us back because

Sumter
High's BJ
Brown,
right,
shoots
against
Ridge View
on Tuesday.
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Sumter High’s Araina Ross, left, handles the ball against Ridge View.

we’re not the kind of team that
can afford to lose guys, but it was
good because it gave us other
guys to look at. I'm proud of my
guys and their effort.”

For the Lady Gamecocks, the
loss of Ross is monumental. She
kept the Lady Gamecocks in
striking distance until halftime
against Ridge View, but the Blaz-
ers broke away after halftime.
Sumter High was held scoreless
for the first six minutes of the
second quarter as Ridge View
stretched its lead to 38-21.

Ross’ injury came with 2:33 left
to play, as she landed underneath
the basket and immediately cried
out in pain. For a Sumter High
squad short on experience, losing
Ross is a tough pill to swallow.

“We’ve just got to grow up, but
I can’t fault them, they played
hard,” head coach Jeff Schaffer
said of his team. “You’ve got to
have someone else step up to the
plate.”

The Lady Gamecocks had just
one healthy senior to celebrate
on senior night and are now rely-
ing on a very young group as
they prepare for the playoffs.
Thursday wasn’t the ideal first
step, as they lost to Westwood 58-
19. A’Niyah Myers, one of two
middle-schoolers for SHS, led
them with eight in the loss. Ross
was one of four freshmen on a
very young Lady Gamecock
team.

“I can’t really fault them for

Sumter High’s Eli Britt shoots on
Tuesday.

the effort; a lot of this is being
young and not having the funda-
mental skills that they need,
blocking out, good passes, being
able to shoot the basketball a lit-
tle better than we can shoot it,”
Schaffer said. “They’re young.
You kind of have to keep them
pumped up to play and keep their
focus on where the prize really
is. We knew this was going to be
a struggle this year because we
were going to be so young, but
we’re building for down the
road.”

Sumter High should be at
home to open the postseason, but
their brackets will not be final-
ized until Saturday.
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Manning'’s Aysia Moore handles the ball against East Clarendon.

CLAREN DON FROM PAGE B

“It was a crazy year. We
had injuries happen, football
injuries that slowed us down
with Whit (Nesbitt) getting
hurt. If you’d asked me in
November, they didn’t touch
the floor together until Tues-
day night,” head coach Pat-
rick Kelly said. “This region
doesn’t play around. If
there’s a better basketball re-
gion, there can’t be many
tougher than this. We're just
undersized, and we get outre-
bounded. I told the locker
room that I can’t make them
taller, but we can make them
stronger and faster. It was a
wild year with a lot of learn-
ing.”

Freshman James Gamble
kept East Clarendon in
Thursday’s game early. He
hit two threes and had 14
points in the opening half but
managed just four points
after the break. He was the
only Wolverine in double fig-
ures. While East Clarendon
had some important senior
leaders in Nesbitt and Darius
McCray, this was a young
group that was thrown into
the fire.

“They learned with their
feet on the fire. That’s a
tough way to learn,” Kelly
said. “There was some frus-
tration; they don’t want to sit,
and I don’t want them to sit
either, but I don’t want to
give them nightmares, PTSD
every time they step on the
court. I had two freshmen,
and they got a lot of playing

time this year, and they're
tough kids. The rest of them
were sophomores coming off
the bench. They won’t be
young next year.”

LADIES WRAP UP SEASON

East Clarendon ran away
with a dominant 51-28 win
over Manning, but both
teams saw their seasons
come to an end on Thursday
night.

The Lady Wolverines were
able to end on a high note,
getting 21 points from Cher-
ish Cochran as they cruised
to victory. EC had a young
squad after graduating some
critical seniors last season, so
there were some bumps and
bruises, but head coach
Demetress Adams-Ludd was
proud of her team’s growth.

“I am satisfied of our
team’s maturity this season.
We started off with a fairly
new roster and a huge role to
fill from last year’s dynamic
seniors,” she said. “Our team
stayed committed to enduring
this tough season and pro-
cess. We found small goals to
conquer daily. The final prod-
uct of that shift in perspec-
tive has helped us become
better in our play as the sea-
son progressed.”

One of the true bright spots
down the stretch was Co-
chran, who found her rhythm
offensively in a region that
finished with four Top 10
teams in SCHSL 2A.

“Cherish Cochran has been

East Clarendon’s James Gamble shoots a layup against Manning.

a key in running our team,
as well as being an offensive
threat,” Adams-Ludd said.
“Her dedication this summer
and work ethic has been on
display this season. We have
a strong coaching staff, in-
cluding skill development
coach Gianne Fleming, who
has supported our kids in el-
evating their skills.”

But Cochran wasn’t the
only standout for EC. Ad-
ams-Ludd saw growth across
the board with a group that
will return all but two play-
ers next season.

“Overall, we have seen tre-
mendous improvement from
Kierstin Woods, who has
been a consistent post play-
er,” the East Clarendon head
coach said after finishing
5-14 on the season. “It is very
helpful to utilize her size to
protect and finish around the
rim. Payton Hanniford, a
first-year varsity player,
brought double-figure re-
bounding, which is pure
heart and tenacity. Along
with Cherish, guards like
Bailey Hicks and Tymani
Cooper have brought their
speed and ball-handling abil-
ities to the varsity level this
season. Not to mention de-
fensive stoppers like Addison
Fleming, Courtney McFad-
den and Shae Lee, who are

always up for a challenge in
our defensive schemes. Hai-
ley Robinson, a senior, was a
good sixth man for our post
until she endured a sea-
son-ending injury.

“I look forward to the con-
tinued growth of our team
and program this season. Al-
though our win column
doesn’t reflect our success,
our kids have learned so
much about perseverance.
Those life lessons are a part
of the sport but will be a vir-
tue for our team and coaches
in life.”

Manning head coach Jus-
tin Johnson was singing a
similar tune after the game.
The Lady Monarchs finished
5-18 on the season but were
in striking distance of victo-
ries several times in this
challenging region. Heart-
breaking losses like a 51-44
defeat to No. 6 Kingstree and
43-41 loss to No. 7 Atlantic
Collegiate were a few exam-
ples of growth for a team
that included two mid-
dle-schoolers and just three
seniors.

“The biggest thing for me
is that we improved as we
went along and, in region
play, we played everyone
within two or three posses-
sions at some point. That
tells me we’re knocking on
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4 Locations To
Serve You Better

“Investing In Our Futures by
“Promoting Literacy For Our Kids’

the door,” Johnson said.
“We’ve got a lot of kids that
played big minutes coming
back next year, so we're
going to try to build on that
and get some momentum
coming into next season
ready to go.”

Senior Tahirah Wellington
led Manning with nine points
in their loss to EC, while
sophomore Aysia Moore
added seven and junior
Tamia Watson scored six.
Johnson loved the growth he
saw from eighth-grader
Ameerah Conyers. Johnson
will now get a full offseason
with this group, which he’s
excited to see.

“I thought Aysia Moore
came along as the season
progressed and started to fig-
ure out how to get to the bas-
ket to find some scoring op-
portunities. She led us in
scoring through region play.
Ameerah Conyers to step up
to varsity as an eighth-grad-
er, it’s a learning curve, but I
felt like she handled it fairly
well,” Johnson said. “Taniya
Johnson became very steady
for us at the point guard po-
sition, though she was out to-
night due to COVID. And
Tamia Watson these last
three weeks of the season
has been absolutely phenom-

enal.”
ﬂm;m
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Newton doubles down on saying
Panthers had locker room of
losers’ prior to drafting him

BY ANDREW SELIGMAN
Associated Press

Former Carolina star quar-
terback Cam Newton doubled
down on recent comments that
the Panthers had “a locker
room of losers” before drafting
him with the No. 1 overall pick
in 2011, saying his remarks
were “aggressive” but “true.”

Newton said during Thurs-
day's “4th and 1 with Cam
Newton” podcast that he was
referring to the team's perfor-
mance as a whole and not indi-
vidual players.

“When did we become so
sensitive,” Newton said.
“When did we become so sen-
sitive to really speaking what
the reality is? A locker room
full of losers? Aggressive, but
it's true.”

Several former teammates,

including star receiver Steve
Smith Sr., took exception to
comments Newton made
during an appearance on a
podcast featuring University of
Colorado wide receiver/cor-
nerback Travis Hunter leading
up to the Super Bowl. He spoke
about the pressures Hunter
might face if he's drafted with
the No. 1 overall pick this year.

Newton told Hunter he has
“no way of impacting the game
the way a quarterback does”
and added: "I went into a lock-
er room of losers. Just honest.
Guys didn’t know how to win;
guys didn’t know how to pre-
pare. They didn’t take them-
selves serious to realize we
was 2-14. There was a lot of
2-14 in the mentality of those
guys.”

Those comments didn’t sit
well with Smith, the most pro-

ductive receiver ever to wear a
Panthers uniform and one of
15 finalists for the 2025 Pro
Football Hall of Fame. A mem-
ber of that 2010 team, he made
his feelings clear through sev-
eral posts on X.

“53 man locker room - 1 = 52
losers. Wow... breaking news
to 89,” Smith tweeted along
with an angry-face emoji.

Newton said he has “no
quarrel” with Smith and un-
derstands why he took excep-
tion. But he wasn't backing
down.

“I'm not specifically talking
about those guys,” Newton
said on his podcast. “I'm
talking about the culture that
was there prior to me coming
into the locker room — and it
was a losers' mentality.”

Newton said the Panthers
still had it his first two seasons

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Former Carolina Panthers teammates Steve Smith, left, and Cam New-
ton, right, seen during a game in 2013, have been sparring back-and-
forth about the team’s culture over the last week.

when they they went 6-10 and
7-9. He also said needed to
learn how to win in the NFL.

Things started to come to-
gether in 2013, when Carolina
went 12-4 before losing to San
Francisco in the divisional
round. The 2015 team went 15-1
and made the Super Bowl,
with Newton winning league
MVP honors that season.

“Is it me saying that, ‘Oh

when I came, I made every-
thing (better)?" he said. “No. I
never said that. What I said
was if you're getting drafted
No. 1, you're going to a bad
football team. That's facts. And
that's the point that I was try-
ing to tell Travis Hunter. You
see what I'm saying? For me,
everybody is so taken aback,
like, ‘Oh, Cam said this.’ Bro,
it's the truth. It's the truth.”

Gear up for the 67th
Daytona 500 on Sunday

BY DAN GELSTON AND MARK LONG
Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Welcome
to the Daytona 500!

Maybe you’re new to the sport, have
a casual interest or are just coming
around to the edge-of-your-seat wrecks,
the thrilling finishes and the stars that
make up the Daytona 500 field.

Daytona Beach became the unofficial
“birthplace of speed” in 1903 when two
men argued over who had the fastest
horseless carriage and decided to settle
things in a race on the white, hard-
packed sand along the Atlantic Ocean.

Since then, the region has become a
motorsports mecca, and the first Day-
tona 500 was held Feb. 22, 1959, in front
of a crowd of more than 41,000. They
watched 59 cars race for a purse of less
than $70,000, and the finish was so
close it took three days to determine
Lee Petty had edged Johnny Beau-
champ.

So much has changed since then, in
technology and terminology, and
there’s plenty to catch up on ahead of
Sunday’s edition — the 67th running of
“The Great American Race.”

NBA Hall of Famer Michael Jordan
is here (he bought a race team in 2020)
and so is four-time Indianapolis 500
champion and “Dancing With The
Stars” winner Helio Castroneves.

So let’s wave the green flag (we’ll get
to that below) and take a crash course
on some of the basic names and terms
to know for the Daytona 500.

FORMER DAYTONA 500 WINNERS

The field is littered with past win-
ners, starting with 2024 champion Wil-
liam Byron. Ricky Stenhouse Jr. (2023),
Austin Cindric (2022), Michael McDow-
ell (2021), Austin Dillon (2018) and Joey
Logano (2015) are all in the field.

Jimmie Johnson is a two-time win-
ner (2006, 2013). Denny Hamlin could
become the third driver ever with at
least four Daytona 500 victories. He
won in 2016 and then went back-to-
back in 2019 and 2020.

So who has the most wins?

Richard Petty won seven times, and
Cale Yarborough has four. Jeff Gor-
don, Dale Jarrett and Bobby Allison
have three each.

WHAT IS DRAFTING?

Drafting at superspeedways is para-
mount. It’s a technique in which two or
more cars race bumper-to-bumper to
reduce aerodynamic drag and create
more speed together than they would
alone. NASCAR Hall of Famer Junior
Johnson used the science to perfection
to win the 1960 Daytona 500.

HOW FAST ARE THE CARS GOING?

They are traveling about 190 mph
but could be going in excess of 200
mph. NASCAR, however, mandates
cars use tapered spacers to reduce the
amount of air flowing into engines —
thus limiting horsepower and speed.
The power-sapping safety measure was
first installed after Bobby Allison’s car,
traveling at 210 mph, went airborne
and tore through the catchfence at Tal-
ladega Superspeedway in 1987. The car
came dangerously close to landing in
the grandstands.

WHAT IS THE BIG ONE?

It’s a wreck. OK, not just a wreck,
but THE wreck that destroys cars, al-
ters the outcome of the race and puts
drivers in danger.

There was a scary one in 2020, with
Ryan Newman's terrifying tumble that
nearly killed him on the final lap of the
race. The wreck started when Newman
hit the wall, bounced back into traffic
and was drilled by another driver. His
car flipped, landed on its roof and skid-
ded to a halt in a harrowing,
heart-stopping show of sparks and
flames.

NASCAR fans and fellow competi-
tors feared the worst for Newman, but
the 2008 Daytona 500 winner walked
out of the hospital 48 hours later hold-
ing hands with his daughters.

Byron went on to win last year, even
after Hendrick driver Alex Bowman
hit his car from behind and it caused
Byron to sideswipe Brad Keselowski
and trigger a 23-car crash that caused
ared flag that lasted more than 15 min-
utes.

SOME DAYTONA 500 HISTORY

NASCAR’s most prestigious race
started as a much shorter version on a
nearby beach. Drivers raced partially
on sand and partially on an adjacent
highway. The first 500-mile event in
Daytona happened in 1959. Two year
later, the Daytona 500 moniker was ad-
opted and is now considered one of
racing’s most well-known events.

WINLESS IN THE DAYTONA 500

Getting to victory lane at Daytona
requires as much luck as it does skill.
It’s the main reason why four former
series champions — Kyle Busch, Brad
Keselowski, Kyle Larson and Martin
Truex Jr. — have never won NA-
SCAR’s most storied race. Busch is 0
for 19 in the 500. KeselowskKi is 0 for 15.
Larson is 0 for 11. And Truex is 0 for
20.

Hall of Famers Tony Stewart, Rusty
Wallace and Mark Martin are the most
notable drivers to never win the Dayto-
na 500.

WHICH MANUFACTURERS RACE IN
NASCAR?

NASCAR currently has three manu-
facturers: Chevrolet, Ford and Toyota.
Dodge spent decades in the sport be-
fore pulling out at the end of the 2012
season because of economic challeng-
es. Dodge also was out between 1977
and 2001. Chevy and Ford have been in
NASCAR since its inception, with Toy-
ota joining in 2007.

NASCAR'’S RACING ROYALTY

Richard Petty and the late Dale
Earnhardt, both seven-time series
champions, are two of NASCAR’s most
iconic stars.

The 87-year-old Petty, who won a re-
cord 200 races, remains an ambassador
at Legacy Motor Club. Earnhardt died
during a last-lap crash at the 2001 Day-
tona 500, creating a pivotal move to-
ward better safety in a sport that had
endured plenty of death.

FUN WITH FLAGS

There most common ones waved by
the flagman are:

Green flag: Used to start or restart a
race.

Yellow flag: Slow down. Often waved
because of an accident or other debris
on the track that must be cleared be-
fore the race can resume.

Red flag: Stop. The track is no longer
safe.

Checkered flag: Waved when a driver
crosses the finish line and wins the
race.

With tears flowing,

Earnhardt Jr.
another shot

gets
at Daytona

500 as team owner

BY DAN GELSTON
Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Dale
Earnhardt Jr. blinked back tears
as the moment hit him at Daytona
International Speedway — a track
bursting with triumph and tragedy
for his family — that he was, with
a country star and a NASCAR
champ in tow, back in the Daytona
500.

“I can’t believe that we get to
race on Sunday,” Earnhardt said.
“I just can’t believe it.”

Believe it, Junior.

Long NASCAR's most popular
driver as he built a Hall of Fame
racing career in the intimidating
shadow of his father, Earnhardt
and his JR Motorsports team cele-
brated Thursday night at the track
where he both won two Daytona
500s and suffered the loss of his fa-
ther on the last lap in the 2001
race.

“Daddy loved Daytona,” Earn-
hardt said. “Loved winning here.
Just loved to win any race here. He
loved to add to that number what-
ever it was (34 total). Gosh, I loved
coming here as a kid. Just a lot of
great memories. So when he
passed away, I had to make a deci-
sion, I had a career in front of me
and I was coming back multiple
times. I had to figure out a way to
be OK with it."

Earnhardt knew only joy and
gratitude at the track as JR Motor-
sports and reigning Xfinity Series
champion Justin Allgaier qualified
for the season-opening “Great
American Race” and secured their
Cup Series debut with their perfor-
mance in a 150-mile qualifying
race at Daytona.

Earnhardt bearhugged and head-
locked all his crewmembers,
friends and family — that includes
his race team partner, sister Kelley
Earnhardt-Miller — as he climbed
down the pit box and snaked his
way to pit road. His lips quivering,
hands shaking before the race,
Earnhardt clutched Allgaier in
pure bliss as the dream of moving
up to the elite Cup Series level be-
came a reality under the lights at
Daytona.

“Man, we have kind of tried to
downplay how badly we want to
race in the Cup Series,” Earnhardt
said. “At least I have. It's one of
those things where you're like, if
it's meant to be, it's meant to be.”

Outside of two full seasons a de-
cade ago, the 38-year-old Allgaier
never made a serious run at a Cup
career but found new life in NA-
SCAR's second-tier series. He has
25 career wins and won his first
Xfinity title last season. He fin-
ished second in 2020 and 2023 and
blossomed into one of the most
popular drivers during his 14 sea-
sons on the Xfinity series.

None of those accomplishments
right now hit quite like racing in
the Daytona 500 with Junior.

“This one means more than I
could ever imagine,” Allgaier said.
“It’s going to be really fun.”

Added Earnhardt-Miller: "In our
DNA is to earn it, and that’s how
we were brought up with Dad. I
think everything that we do, you
put that hard work in, and it feels
better to earn your success.”

Normally a beer drinker (Bud-
weiser Select 55 is his favorite),
Earnhardt might have to do cheers
to his good fortune with some
"Tennessee Whiskey."

JR Motorsports made a run at
Daytona in large part because of a
partnership with Grammy
Award-winning artist Chris Staple-
ton. Allgaier, who has two previous
Daytona 500 starts, and his No. 40
Chevrolet are sponsored by Staple-
ton's whiskey label, and the singer
was expected to attend the Daytona
500. There's more star power inside
the car, with the Chevy powered by
a Hendrick Motorsports engine.

Earnhardt was crushed after the
race team — one of nine open
teams trying to fill the final four
spots in the Daytona field — failed
to lock in a spot the previous night
in qualifying.

“I didn't really know exactly how
badly I wanted to do this or wanted
to be a part of something like this
until we started going through it,”
he said. “Yesterday was just so
tough to understand, something as
simple as being eight-thousandths
too slow was really hard to under-
stand. It's hard to accept. I've just
been sitting here all day thinking
about how badly I wanted this for
all of us.”

Earnhardt won two Daytona
500s, in 2004 and 2014, and 26 races
overall. But he never won a Cup
championship or came close to
matching the achievements of his
late Hall of Fame father, Dale, who
won seven titles and was known as
“The Intimidator.”

It might have been easy for Earn-
hardt's professional successes
through the decades at Daytona to
get swallowed by the grief follow-
ing his father's death

“I probably need a psychiatrist to
describe it,” he said to laughter.

Candid as ever, the 50-year-old
Earnhardt insisted he's learned to
accept his dad's death as part of
the long arc of life rather than
grounds to forever blame and hate
the famed track.

“I knew that it wasn't the track
that took him. I knew that wherev-
er he was, he still felt the same
about Daytona," Earnhardt said.
"So, I've embraced it. Him losing
his life in this property brought
this property closer to me. That
doesn't work the same with other
people and tragedy, but for me,
knowing I had to keep coming
here, I made some peace with it,
embraced the track and loved it.”

Earnhardt loves Daytona, too.

As the tears flowed, it was con-
ceivable to think Earnhardt might
not have ever loved it more.

“We get to push a car on the grid
Sunday for the first time ever,”
Earnhardt said. “In the biggest,
most important race that I've ever
known. And I can’t wait.”
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Stroman reports to Yankees camp,
insists he won't go to bullpen

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Mar-
cus Stroman reported to
New York Yankees spring
training on Friday after
missing the first two days
of workouts and said he
will refuse to pitch out of
the bullpen.

“I won’t pitch in the bull-
pen. I'm a starter,” he said,
repeating "I’'m a starter”
seven times in a 13-second
span.

Gerrit Cole, Max Fried,
Carlos Rodon, Luis Gil and
Clarke Schmidt are the
Yankees’ top five starters,
and a bullpen role for Stro-
man appears possible if he
isn't traded and the others
don't get hurt.

“We’re building him up to
be a starting pitcher and
that's so far out there,”
Yankees manager Aaron
Boone said. "As we go when
things come up, we’ll ad-
dress them.”

While the Los Angeles
Dodgers and New York
Mets are planning six-man
rotations, Boone said the
Yankees are unlikely to do
So.

“Never say never. I don’t
necessarily see us doing
that," Boone said. “Reality
is we’re probably getting
10, 11 guys ready to be
starters and who knows
how many of them you’re
going to have to use right
away or at some point
during the season?”

Stroman is to throw a
bullpen on Saturday.
Among the shorter pitchers
in the major leagues, he
spoke of his durability.

“How many people can
stay healthy and do it 30-
plus starts year after year
and year, especially after
being the one that they said
could never do it at my
size?" Stroman said.

Though the 33-year-old
right-hander isn’t required
to participate in spring
training until Feb. 22, ac-
cording to the collective
bargaining agreement,

ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York Yankees pitcher Marcus Stroman, seen pitching on Sept.
25,2024, in New York, reported to spring training on Friday after
missing the first two days of workouts.

most players arrive on the
voluntary reporting date.

“I just felt like today was
a good day to come,” Stro-
man said. “Valentine’s Day,
I feel like the vibes are
going to be proper. Every-
one’s happy on this day.”

Stroman had spoken with
Boone about the timing of
his arrival.

“I don’t think there was a
need for me to be here in
the last few days given the
climate,” Stroman said. “I
talked to Boonie. We had a
great conversation. Every-
thing’s honestly perfect and
seamless. And my relation-
ship with the guys in the
clubhouse hasn’t changed.
So I feel great to be back
and I'm ready to roll.”

Stroman is due an $18
million salary in the second
season of a $37 million,
two-year contract. He has a
conditional player option
for 2026 that would be trig-
gered if he pitches at least
140 innings this year.

Stroman was 10-9 with a
4.31 ERA in his first season
with the Yankees, making
29 starts and one relief ap-
pearance. He slumped to
0-3 with an 8.80 ERA in four
September appearances

and as left off the Division
Series roster but added for
the League Championship
and World Series, though
he didn’t pitch in any
games.

He said he was willing to
pitch in relief in October.

“Playoffs, there’s differ-
ent roles. That calls for dif-
ferent — yeah, for you to be
in different circumstances.
I was completely fine with
that," he said. “But overall,
I'm a starter. I've been
doing this 10-plus years
and, like I said, not many
people do it at that level or
can stay healthy at the
level that I do to go out
there and give 30-plus
starts that I do pretty rou-
tinely.”

Stroman is 87-85 with a
3.72 ERA in 10 major league
seasons.

“Glad he’s here today,”
Boone said. "He really is in
a good frame of mind and I
think he’s ready to go phys-
ically, mentally. Even had a
fun, good talk with him and
a couple of our coaches in
my office just catching up,
too, today. So he's ready to
go and it's our job to help
him get ready and, yeah,
hopefully put it behind us.”

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Atlanta Braves outfielder Ronald Acuna Jr., left, is making prog-
ress on his surgically repaired knee and took batting practice on
Thursday as the team arrives for spring training.

Acuna and Strider making
progress for return with Braves

NORTH PORT, Fla. (AP) —
Braves star outfielder Ronald
Acuna Jr. took batting prac-
tice at spring training Thurs-
day, and right-hander Spen-
cer Strider has already
thrown a side session this
week at their Florida camp.

While neither the unani-
mous 2023 NL MVP nor the
20-game winner from that
same season are expected to
be ready for Atlanta's opener
while recovering from inju-
ries, manager Brian Snitker
said both are making good
progress to be ready early
this season.

“We’re going to make two
really big trades at some
point in time early in the sea-
son and get, you know, an
All-Star and a potential Cy
Young Award winner back,”
Snitker told MLB Network.

Snitker said both players
are on their own programs
“because they are still in
rehab.”

“I feel great,” Acuna said
Friday. “When they tell me I
need to be there that day, I'll
be there.”

Acuna tore his left ACL on
May 26, and the 27-year-old
slugger had surgery on June
6. The 26-year-old Strider had
internal brace surgery last
April to repair the ulnar col-
lateral ligament in his pitch-
ing elbow.

Along with BP on the field
with teammates, Acuna has

run sprints multiple times in
the outfield already at camp.

“Ronald’s doing every-
thing. You know, he hasn’t
done a lot of the cutting and
things like that,” Snitker
said. “But, you know, I've
seen him in Atlanta before I
came down. And as you're
seeing right now, I mean,
he’s doing great. I mean, he’s
checking all the boxes. He
looks great.”

Strider threw a side session
Wednesday, the first official
day of workout for Braves
pitchers and catchers. He was
20-5 with a 3.86 ERA in 32
starts in 2023, when he led the
league with 281 strikeouts.

“The ball's coming out real-
ly good,” Snitker told MLB
Network.

Acuna hit .337 with 41 hom-
ers, 106 RBIs and 73 stolen
bases in 2023, when he be-
came the first player in base-
ball history to hit 40 homers
and steal 70 bases while At-
lanta won its sixth NL East
title in a row.

He played only 49 games
last season before sustaining
a complete ACL tear on May
26. He had a double in the
first inning of that game, and
his knee gave way when he
stopped on a stolen base at-
tempt to return to second
base.

Acuna tore his right ACL
on July 20, 2021, and returned
the following April.

OBITUARIES

ANNA SCRIVEN GREEN

Anna Scriven Green, daugh-
ter of the late Johnston and
Fannie Jackson Scriven, was
born on Sept. 1, 1924. She de-
parted this life on Thursday,
Feb. 6, 2025. She attended
Sumter County Public
Schools where she served as a
cook in the cafeteria. She ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as her
personal Savior and joined
Four Bridges Baptist Church.

She leaves her family and
friends to mourn her memo-
ries.

Funeral services were held
at noon Thursday, Feb. 13,
2025, at St. Mark 4 Bridges
Baptist Church, 2280 Four
Bridges Road, Sumter, with
the Rev. Sammie D. Simmons,
pastor.

Burial will follow in the St.
Mark 4 Bridges Baptist
Church Yard Cemetery.

Services directed by the
management and staff of Wil-
liams Funeral Home Inc., 821
N. Main St., Sumter. Online
messages may be sent to the
family at www.williamsfuner-
alhomeinc.com.

CHARLES JAMES JOHNSON
SR.

Charles James Johnson Sr.,
94, widower of Almeta John-
son and son of
the late Paris
Johnson and
Jannie Johnson,
was born on Feb.

15, 1930, in

Mayesville. He
JOHNSON departed this life

on Monday, Jan.

27, 2025, at his
residence.

Graveside services will be
held at noon Saturday, Feb. 15,
2025, at Mayesville Communi-
ty Cemetery, Mayesville, with
Pastor Ricky Simmons offici-
ating.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Online memorials may be
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuaryinc@gmail.com or visit
us on the web at www.job-

smortuary.net.

HORACE EARL MONTGOMERY
SR.

Horace Earl Montgomery
Sr., 90, widower of Jessie L.
Montgomery and son of the
late Ingram Montgomery and
Loris Montgomery, was born
on Dec. 2, 1934, in Sumter. He
departed this life on Feb. 2,
2025, in Tampa, Florida.

Public viewing was held on
Friday, Feb. 14, 2025, from 3 to
8 p.m. at Wilson Funeral
Home, 3000 N. 29th St., Tampa,
Florida, 3605.

Funeral services will be
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb.
15, 2025, at First Baptist
Church of Progress Village,
8722 Progress Boulevard,
Tampa, Florida, 33169.

Interment will follow in
Rest Haven Memorial Park,
4615 E. Hanna Ave., Tampa,
Florida, 33610.

Courtesy of Job’s Mortuary
Inc., 312 S. Main St., Sumter.

CAROLYN BRADFORD
MICKENS

Carolyn Bradford Mickens,
84, daughter of the late James
Bradford Sr. and
Elease Gallishaw
Bradford, was
born on Nov. 30,
1940, in Lee
County. She de-
parted this life
on Sunday, Feb.
9, 2025, at her
residence.

Public viewing was held on
Friday, Feb. 14, 2025, from 2 to
6 p.m. at Job’s Mortuary Inc.

Funeral services will be
held at 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
15, 2025, at Salem Chapel &
Heritage Center, 101 S. Salem
Ave., Sumter, with the Rev.
R.L. Brown officiating.

Interment will follow in Col-
clough Cemetery, Sumter.

Family will receive friends
at the home, 6210 Dubose Sid-
ing Road, Sumter, on Friday,
Feb. 14, 2025, from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., is in charge of ar-

MICKENS

rangements.

Online memorials may be
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuaryinc@gmail.com or visit
us on the web at www.job-
smortuary.net.

HELEN W. FELDER COOK

Helen W. Felder Cook,
daughter of the late Willie
Wilkes and Evelyn Shaw Wil-
kes, was born in Sumter on
Dec. 25, 1944. Helen departed
this earthly life on Thursday,
Jan. 30, 2025. Helen married
Hayes Felder (deceased) of
Summerton and had one son.
Helen and Hayes moved to
Hartford, Connecticut, where
she lived and worked for over
40 years. She retired from
Pratt & Whitney Aircrafts
after 20 years of service.

Helen returned to South Caro-
lina, then met Henry Cook Jr.,

whom she married and
shared a wonderful life to-
gether until his departure on
Jan. 13, 2020.

She leaves memories to be
cherished by her son, other
family members and friends.

Funeral services will be

held at noon Saturday, Feb. 15,

2025, in the John Wesley Wil-
liams Sr. Memorial Chapel of
Williams Funeral Home Inc.,
821 N. Main St., Sumter, with
the Rev. Wayne Montgomery
officiating.

Burial will be in the Bar-

nettsville Baptist Church Yard

Cemetery, 106 Manville-St.
Charles Road, Bishopville.
Services directed by the

management and staff of Wil-

liams Funeral Home Inc., 821
N. Main St., Sumter. Online
messages may be sent to the
family at williamsfuneral-
home@sc.rr.com. Visit us on
the web at www.williamsfu-
neralhomeinc.com.

DAVID LEON RICHARDSON
David Leon Richardson, 63,

son of the late Ranzy Richard-

son and Odelle Tomlin Rich-
ardson, was born on July 3,
1961, in Sumter. He departed
this life on Thursday, Feb. 13,
2025, at Prisma Health Rich-
land Hospital, Columbia.
Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter, is in charge

of arrangements.

JANET PLAYER SMITH

Janet Player Smith, wife of
Paul Smith, passed away
Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2025.

She was born in Sumter on
Sept. 26, 1936, to the late
James Fleetwood Player and
Elsie Huggins Player.

She was a member of St
Marks Methodist Church, Life
Member of Sumter’s Home
Chapter Daughters of the
American Revolution, The
United Daughters of the Con-
federacy and the Colonial
Dames.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 56 years; sons, James
Fleetwood Jordan (Paula Sin-
gleton) of Hartsville and Wil-
liam Scott Jordan (Nancy
Weatherly) of Sumter; daugh-
ter, Douglass Smith Johnson
(Eric) of Knoxville, Tennes-
see; niece, Annette Osteen
McCaffrey (Sean) of Sumter;
nephews, Thomas Osteen
(Polly) of Savannah, Tennes-
see, and Joseph H Player Jr.
(Mel) of Dallas, Texas; grand-
children, Jessica Maxwell
Barnett (Bill), Billy Jordan
(Sherri), Betsy Jordan (Jacob
Shipman), Bobbie Sinner
(Brandon), Bryan Vipperman,
Tyler, Kendall and Camryn
Johnson; grandnephews, Ian
and James McCaffrey; grand-
nieces, Erin McCaffrey and
Janessa Player; 13
great-grandchildren and four
great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; brother, Jo-
seph Hiram Player; sister,
Nonie Player Osteen Mills;
and nieces, Janice Osteen
Byrd Figueroa, Carol Osteen
Hammons and Kimberly
Mills.

The family would like to ac-
knowledge her very special,
longtime friend and bridge
partner, Joyce Bigbie, and her
care provider and special
friend, Eloise Harvin.

Graveside service will be
held at 11 a.m. Monday, Feb.
17, 2025, in the Evergreen Me-
morial Park Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers please
consider donating to Samari-
tan’s Purse, St. Marks Meth-

odist Church, Sumter, or
Sumter’s Home Chapter
Daughters of the American
Revolution “New Teacher
Fund” in her memory.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of Sumter is in charge of
the arrangements.

DAVID CHALMERS GAMBLE

ANDERSON — David
Chalmers Gamble, 69, died
peacefully at home on
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2025.

Born in Sumter, he was the
son of the late David Chalm-
ers Gamble Jr. “Bill” and
Mary Lily Burgess Gamble.
David served 30 plus years in
State and Federal Probation.
He was a skilled marksman
and an experienced instructor
who enjoyed teaching others.
He was a member and dedi-
cated deacon of New Cove-
nant Presbyterian Church. He
was a loving husband, father
and grandfather who enjoyed
the outdoors and being with
family and friends.

He leaves behind his wife,
Robin Cromer Gamble; son,
David Caleb Gamble (Lauren);
daughter, Halee Gamble
Evans; grandchildren, Carter
Thompson Evans and Gamble
Cromer Evans; brothers, Don-
nie Gamble (Ginny) and Billy
Gamble (Teri); sister, Ann
Geddings; and many beloved
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be
held at 2 p.m. on Monday, Feb.
17, at Sullivan-King Mortuary
Chapel conducted by the Rev.
CIliff McLeod. Burial will fol-
low at New Prospect Baptist
Church Cemetery. The family
will receive friends on Sun-
day, Feb. 16, 2025, from 5-7
p.m. at the mortuary.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be made to Calvary
Home for Children, 110 Calva-
ry Home Circle, Anderson, SC
29621.

The family wishes to thank
VIA Hospice for their dedicat-
ed team of healthcare work-
ers and outreach programs
that made this journey as
peaceful as possible.

Sullivan-King Mortuary

wwuw.sullivanking.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

To Place Your Classified Ads,

Please call

803-774-1200

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:00 a.m. Tuesday
for the Wednesday edition

11:00 a.m. Friday
for the Saturday edition

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is
made; however we are not responsible for errors after
the first run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or
expense that results from the printing or omission of
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse

or cancel any ad at any time.

LEGAL
NOTICES

Bid Notices
BID NOTICE
Bethel Baptist Church Is currently
accepting bids for Lawn

Maintenance. You may stop by the
church office at 2401 Bethel Church
Road, Sumter, and pick up an
application. Deadline for bids is
February 24th, 2025.

Summons &
Notice

STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF SUMTER
SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF
FILING OF COMPLAINT
(NON-JURY MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE)
DEFICIENCY WAIVED
C/A NO: 2023-CP-43-01082

Guild Mortgage Company LLC,
PLAINTIFF,

VvS.
Lewis L Wright a/k/a Lewis Larry
Wright and if Lewis L Wright a/k/a
Lewis Larry Wright be deceased
then any child and heir at law to the
Estate of Lewis L Wright a/k/a Lewis
Larry Wright distributees and
devisees at law to the Estate of Lewis
L Wright a/k/a Lewis Larry Wright
and if any of the same be dead any
and all persons entitled to claim
under or through them also all other
persons unknown claiming any
right, title, interest or lien upon the
real estate described in the
complaint herein; Any unknown
adults, any unknown infants or
persons under a disability being a
class designated as John Doe, and
any persons in the military service
of the United States of America
being a class designated as Richard
Roe; Tiffayne Wright; Bobby Wright;
South Carolina Department of Motor
Vehicles; Taylor Bean & Whitaker

Mortgage Corp,
DEFENDANT(S)

TO THE DEFENDANTS, ABOVE
NAMED:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the
Complaint herein, a copy of which is
herewith served wupon you, or
otherwise appear and defend, and to
serve a copy of your Answer to said
Complaint upon the subscriber at his
office, Hutchens Law Firm LLP, P.O.
Box 8237, Columbia, SC 29202,
within thirty (30) days after service
hereof, except as to the United States
of America, which shall have sixty
(60) days, exclusive of the day of such
service, and if you fail to answer the
Complaint within the time aforesaid,
or otherwise appear and defend, the
Plaintiff in this action will apply to
the Court for the relief demanded
therein, and judgment by default
will be rendered against you for the
relief demanded in the Complaint.
YOU WILL ALSO TAKE NOTICE
that should you fail to Answer the
foregoing Summons, the Plaintiff
will move for an Order of Reference
of this case to the Master-in-Equity/
Special Referee for this County,
which Order shall, pursuant to Rule
53 of the South Carolina Rules of
Civil Procedure, specifically provide
that the said Master-in-Equity/Speci
al Referee is authorized and
empowered to enter a final judgment
in this case with appeal only to the
South Carolina Court of Appeals
pursuant to Rule 203(d)(1) of the
SCACR, effective June 1, 1999.
TO MINOR(S) OVER FOURTEEN
YEARS OF AGE, AND/OR TO
MINOR(S) UNDER FOURTEEN
YEARS OF AGE AND THE PERSON
WITH WHOM THE MINOR(S)
RESIDES, AND/OR TO PERSONS
UNDER SOME LEGAL
DISABILITY:
YOU ARE FURTHER SUMMONED
AND NOTIFIED to apply for the
appointment of a guardian ad litem
within thirty (30) days after the
service of this Summons and Notice
upon you. If you fail to do so,
application for such appointment
will be made by the Plaintiff
immediately and separately and such
application will be deemed absolute
and total in the absence of your
application for such an appointment
within thirty (30) days after the
service of the Summons and
Complaint upon you.
NOTICE OF FILING OF SUMMONS
AND COMPLAINT
TO THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE
NAMED:

YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the foregoing Summons, along
with the Complaint, were filed in the
Office of the Clerk of Court on July
10, 2023 and the Amended Summons
and Complaint were filed on October

12, 2023.

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF
ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT(S)
IN MILITARY SERVICE
TO UNKNOWN OR KNOWN
DEFENDANTS THAT MAY BE IN
THE MILITARY SERVICE OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
ALL BEING A CLASS
DESIGNATED AS RICHARD ROE:
YOU ARE FURTHER SUMMONED
AND NOTIFIED that Plaintiff's
attorney has applied for the
appointment of an attorney to
represent you. If you fail to apply for
the appointment of an attorney to
represent you within thirty (30) days
after the service of this Summons
and Notice upon you Plaintiff's
appointment will be made absolute
with no further action from Plaintiff.
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR. THE
PURPOSE OF THIS
COMMUNICATION IS TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE, except as stated
below in the instance of bankruptcy
protection.

IF YOU ARE UNDER THE
PROTECTION OF THE
BANKRUPTCY COURT OR HAVE
BEEN DISCHARGED AS A RESULT
OF A BANKRUPTCY
PROCEEDING, THIS NOTICE IS
GIVEN TO YOU PURSUANT TO
STATUTORY REQUIREMENT AND
FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES
AND IS NOT INTENDED AS AN
ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT
OR AS AN ACT TO COLLECT,
ASSESS, OR RECOVER ALL OR
ANY PORTION OF THE DEBT
FROM YOU PERSONALLY.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Hutchens Law Firm LLP
P.O. Box 8237
Columbia, SC 29202
Firm File No.
15560-70392

SUMMONS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER
CASE NUMBER:
2024-CP-43-01489

TO: WILHEMINA OUTING,
DECEASED, AND ANY
UNKNOWN ADULTS BEING A

CLASS DESIGNATED AS
JOHN DOE, AND ANY
UNKNOWN INFANTS OR

PERSON UNDER DISABILITY
OR IN THE MILITARY
SERVICE BEING CLASS
DESIGNATE]I){O%S RICHARD

YOU ARE HEREBY
SUMMONED and required to
answer the Complaint for Quiet
Title in this action, a copy of
which was filed in the Sumter

County Circuit Court on August

Summons &
Notice

26, 2024, and is hereby served
upon you by publication and to
serve a copy of your answer to
Charles T. Brooks, III, Esq., PO
BOX 3512, Sumter, SC 29151,
within thirty (30) days after the
service hereof wupon you,
exclusive of the day of such
service; and if you fail to
answer the Petition within the
time aforesaid, the Petitioner
in this action will apply to the
Court for the relief requested

in the Petition.

Charles T Brooks, III
PO BOX 3512
Sumter, SC 29151

DESCRIPTION
OF PLEADINGS
Action for Quiet Title to Real
Property
Lis Pendens
Order Appointing GAL Nisi

Plaintiff/Petitioner:
Charles Outing,
James Outing and
Nathaniel Outing
Real Property Location:

11 acres/Stateburg Township
Lis Pendens Filed:
August 26, 2024
Case documents are E- filed
and available for retrieval at
www.sccourts.org/caseSearch/

Notice of Sale

MASTER IN EQUITY
NOTICE OF SALE
2023-CP-43-00928

BY VIRTUE of a decree heretofore
granted in the case of: MCLP Asset
Company, Inc. vs. John W. Walker;
and Denise M. Walker, I, the
undersigned Michael M. Jordan,
Master in Equity for Sumter County,
will sell on Monday, March 3, 2025 at
12:00 PM, at the County Courthouse,
141 N. Main St., Sumter, SC 29150.
The property to be sold to the highest
bidder:
All that certain piece, parcel or lot of
land, with improvements thereon,
situate, lying and being in the
County of Sumter, State of South
Carolina and containing 0.68 acre as
shown on that certain plat prepared
for John W. Hill by Lindler
Surveying, Inc., dated June 1, 2016
and recorded in the Office of the
Register of Deeds for Sumter County
in Plat Book PB2016, at Page 96.
Pursuant to Section 30-5-250 of the
Code of Laws of South Carolina,
(1976, as amended) references to said
plat is herby craved for the metes,
bounds, courses, and/or distances of
the property delineated thereon.
This property is more commonly
known as 1262 N. Main Street and is
shown on the maps for Sumter

County as tax map parcel
#230-12-02-007.
This being the same property

conveyed to John W. Walker and

Denise M. Walker by deed of John W.

Hill dated June 30, 2016 and

recorded July 1, 2016 in Book 1223 at

Page 1464 in the Office of the Clerk

of Court/Register of Deeds for
Sumter County.

TMS No. 230-12-02-007
Property address:
1262 N. Main Street,
Sumter, SC 29153

TERMS OF SALE: The successful
bidder, other than the Plaintiff, will
deposit with the Master in Equity, at
conclusion of the bidding, five
percent (5%) of said bid is due and
payable immediately upon closing of
the bidding, in certified funds or
equivalent, as evidence of good faith,
same to be applied to purchase price
in case of compliance, but to be
forfeited and applied first to costs
and then to Plaintiff's debt in the
case of non-compliance. In the event
of a third party bidder and that any
third party bidder fails to deliver the
required deposit in certified
(immediately collectible) funds with
the Office of the Master in Equity,
said deposit being due and payable
immediately upon closing of the
bidding on the day of sale, the Master
in Equity will re-sell the subject
property at the most convenient time
thereafter (including the day of sale)
upon notification to counsel for
Plaintiff. Should the last and highest
bidder fail or refuse to comply with
the balance due of the bid within 20
days, then the Master in Equity may
re-sell the property on the same
terms and conditions on some
subsequent Sales Day (at the risk of
the said highest bidder).
No personal or deficiency judgment
being demanded, the bidding will not
remain open after the date of sale,
but compliance with the bid may be
made immediately.
Purchaser to pay for documentary
stamps on Master in Equity's Deed.
The successful bidder will be
required to pay interest on the
balance of the bid from the date of
sale to date of compliance with the
bid at the rate of 3.500% per annum.
The Plaintiff may waive any of its
rights, including its right to a
deficiency judgment, prior to sale.
The sale shall be subject to taxes and
assessments, existing easements and
restrictions of record.
This sale is subject to all title
matters of record and any interested
party should consider performing an
independent title examination of the
subject property as no warranty is
given.
The sale will not be held unless
either Plaintiff's attorney or
Plaintiff's bidding agent is present at
the sale and either Plaintiff's
attorney or Plaintiff's bidding agent
enters the authorized bid of Plaintiff
for this captioned matter. In the
alternative, Plaintiff's counsel, if
permitted by the Court, may advise
this Court directly of its authorized
bidding instructions. In the event a
sale is inadvertently held without
Plaintiffs Counsel or Counsel's
bidding agent entering the
authorized bid of Plaintiff for this
specifically captioned matter, the
sale shall be null and void and the
property shall be re-advertised for
sale on the next available sale date.
Neither the Plaintiff nor its counsel
make representations as to the
integrity of the title or the fair
market value of the property offered
for sale. Prior to bidding you may
wish to review the current state law
or seek the advice of any attorney
licensed in South Carolina.

Michael M. Jordan
Master in Equity
for Sumter County
Scott and Corley, P.A.
Attorney for Plaintiff

Notice of Sale

Notice of Sale

Notice of Sale

Notice of Sale

MASTER IN EQUITY
NOTICE OF SALE
2022-CP-43-01397

BY VIRTUE of a decree heretofore
granted in the case of:
loanDepot.com, LLC vs. O Henry
Frierson a/k/a O. Henry Frierson, I,
the undersigned Michael M. Jordan,
Master in Equity for Sumter County,
will sell on Monday, March 3, 2025 at
12:00 PM, at the County Courthouse,
141 N. Main St., Sumter, SC 29150.
The property to be sold to the highest
bidder:
All that certain piece, parcel or lot of
land with the improvements thereon,
if any, situate lying and being in
Sumter County, State of South
Carolina, designated as Lot No. 30 of
Ray Springs, Section No. 5, as shown
on that certain plat prepared by
Joseph R. Edwards, RLS, dated
August 15, 1986 and recorded in the
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Sumter County in Plat Book PBS86,
Page 1282. This said lot has such
metes, boundaries, courses and
distances as are shown on said plat,
which are incorporated herein in
accordance with the provisions of
Section 30-5-250 of the Code of Laws
of South Carolina, 1976.
This being the same property
conveyed to O Henry Frierson by
deed of Hyacinth A. Spivey-Kinley
dated April 28, 2017 and recorded
May 12, 2017 in Book 1232 at Page
5103 in the Office of the Clerk of
Court/Register of Deeds for Sumter
County.

TMS No. 207-01-06-023
Property address:
2732 Sandhill Drive,
Sumter, SC 29154

TERMS OF SALE: The successful
bidder, other than the Plaintiff, will
deposit with the Master in Equity, at
conclusion of the bidding, five
percent (5%) of said bid is due and
payable immediately upon closing of
the bidding, in certified funds or
equivalent, as evidence of good faith,
same to be applied to purchase price
in case of compliance, but to be
forfeited and applied first to costs
and then to Plaintiff's debt in the
case of non-compliance. In the event
of a third party bidder and that any
third party bidder fails to deliver the
required deposit in certified
(immediately collectible) funds with
the Office of the Master in Equity,
said deposit being due and payable
immediately upon closing of the
bidding on the day of sale, the Master
in Equity will re-sell the subject
property at the most convenient time
thereafter (including the day of sale)
upon notification to counsel for
Plaintiff. Should the last and highest
bidder fail or refuse to comply with
the balance due of the bid within 20
days, then the Master in Equity may
re-sell the property on the same
terms and conditions on some
subsequent Sales Day (at the risk of
the said highest bidder).
No personal or deficiency judgment
being demanded, the bidding will not
remain open after the date of sale,
but compliance with the bid may be
made immediately.

Purchaser to pay for documentary
stamps on Master in Equity's Deed.
The successful bidder will be
required to pay interest on the
balance of the bid from the date of
sale to date of compliance with the
bid at the rate of 3.750% per annum.
The Plaintiff may waive any of its
rights, including its right to a
deficiency judgment, prior to sale.
The sale shall be subject to taxes and

ts, existing nts and

restrictions of record.
This sale is subject to all title
matters of record and any interested
party should consider performing an
independent title examination of the
subject property as no warranty is
given.
The sale will not be held unless
either Plaintiff's attorney or
Plaintiff's bidding agent is present at
the sale and either Plaintiff's
attorney or Plaintiff's bidding agent
enters the authorized bid of Plaintiff
for this captioned matter. In the
alternative, Plaintiff's counsel, if
permitted by the Court, may advise
this Court directly of its authorized
bidding instructions. In the event a
sale is inadvertently held without
Plaintiff's Counsel or Counsel's
bidding agent entering the
authorized bid of Plaintiff for this
specifically captioned matter, the
sale shall be null and void and the
property shall be re-advertised for
sale on the next available sale date.
Neither the Plaintiff nor its counsel
make representations as to the
integrity of the title or the fair
market value of the property offered
for sale. Prior to bidding you may
wish to review the current state law
or seek the advice of any attorney
licensed in South Carolina.

Michael M. Jordan
Master in Equity
for Sumter County
Scott and Corley, P.A.
Attorney for Plaintiff

STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER
IN THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS
CASE NO. 2024-CP-43-01565

First-Citizens Bank & Trust
Company
Plaintiff,
-vs-
David A. Deforest; Midland Credit
Management Inc.
Defendants

BY VIRTUE of a judgment
heretofore granted in the case of
First-Citizens Bank & Trust
Company vs. David A. Deforest;
Midland Credit Management Inc., I,
Michael M. Jordan, Master in Equity
for Sumter County, will sell on
March 03, 2025, at 12:00 PM, at the
Sumter County Courthouse, 215 N.
Harvin Street, Sumter, SC 29150, to
the highest bidder.
All that certain piece, parcel, or lot
of land, together with the dwelling
and improvements thereon, lying
and being situate in the County of
Sumter, State of South Carolina,
containing 1.085 acres, more or less,
and being shown and delineated as
Lot No. 214 on that plat of
Havenwood Lakes, Section No. 10,
prepared by Carl J. Croft, RLS, dated
October 15, 1984 and recorded in Plat
Book 87 at page 130 in the records of
the Register of Deeds Office for
Sumter County. Aforesaid plat is
specifically incorporated herein and
reference is craved thereto for a
more complete and accurate
description of the metes, bounds,
courses and distances of the property
concerned herein. This description
is made in lieu of metes and bounds
as permitted by law under§ 30-5-250
of The Code of Laws of South
Carolina (1976), as amended.
Derivation: This being the identical

property conveyed to David A.

DeForest by that deed of The Reeser

Family Limited Partnership dated

May 3, 2017 and recorded May 4, 2017

in Deed Book 1232 at Page 3647
aforesaid records

TMS #: 220-03-01-008
4255 Highway 15 S,
Sumter, SC 29150
SUBJECT TO SUMTER COUNTY
TAXES

TERMS OF SALE: The successful
bidder, other than the Plaintiff, will
deposit with the Master in Equity at
conclusion of the bidding, five (5%)
of his bid, in cash or equivalent, as
evidence of good faith, the same to be
applied to purchase price in case of
compliance, but to be forfeited and
applied first to costs and then to
Plaintiffs debt in the case of
noncompliance. Should the last and
highest bidder fail or refuse to make
the required deposit at the time of
the bid or comply with the other
terms or the bid within thirty (30)
days, then the Master in Equity may
resell the property on the same
terms and conditions on some
subsequent Sales Day (at the risk of
the former highest bidder).

Should the Plaintiff, or one of its
representatives, fail to be present at
the time of sale, the property is
automatically withdrawn from said
sale and sold at the next available
sales day upon the terms and
conditions as set forth in the
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale or
any Supplemental Order.
A personal or deficiency judgment
having been demanded by the
Plaintiff, the sale of the subject
property will remain open for thirty
(30) days pursuant to Section
15-39-720, Code of Laws of South
Carolina, 1976; provided, however,
that the Court recognizes the option
reserved by the Plaintiff to waive
such deficiency judgment prior to
the sale, and notice is given that the
Plaintiff may waive in writing the
deficiency judgment prior to the
sale; and that should the Plaintiff
elect to waive a deficiency judgment,
without notice other than the
announcement at the sale and notice
in writing to the debtor defendant(s)
that a deficiency judgment has been
waived and that the sale will be
final, the bidding will not remain
open after the date of sale, but
compliance with the bid may be
made immediately.
NOTICE: The foreclosure deed is not
a warranty deed. Interested bidders
should satisfy themselves as to the
quality of title to be conveyed by
obtaining an independent title
search well before the foreclosure
sale date.
The successful bidder will be
required to pay interest on the
amount of the bid from the date of
sale to date of compliance with the
bid at the rate of 5.50000% per
annum.

Michael M. Jordan
Master in Equity for Sumter County
CRAWFORD & VON KELLER, LLC

B. Lindsay Crawford, ITI
(SC Bar# 6510)
Theodore von Keller
(SC Bar# 5718)

B. Lindsay Crawford, IV
(SC Bar# 101707)
Charley F. MacInnis
(SC Bar# 104326)

Jason Hunter
(SC Bar# 101501)

Eric H. Nelson
(SC Bar# 104712)
Katharyn L. Sophia
(SC Bar# 105541)
Crawford & von Keller, LLC
P.0. Box 4216
1640 St. Julian Place (29204)
Columbia, SC 29240
Phone: 803-790-2626
Email: court@crawfordvk.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff

MASTER IN EQUITY
NOTICE OF SALE
2024-CP-43-01885

BY VIRTUE of a decree heretofore

granted in the case of: New
American Funding, LLC FKA
Broker Solutions Inc. dba New

American Funding vs. Blake Turk;
et.al., I, the undersigned Michael M.
Jordan, Master in Equity for Sumter
County, will sell on Monday, March
3, 2025 at 12:00 PM, at the County
Courthouse, 141 N. Main St., Sumter,
SC 29150.
The property to be sold to the highest
bidder:
All that certain, piece, parcel, or lot
of land with the improvements
thereon, if any, situate, lying and
being in the County of Sumter, State
of South Carolina identified as Lot
No. 217 of Wintergreen Subdivision
Section 2 and Phase 2 as shown on
that certain plat by Louis White
Tisdale, RLS, dated July 27, 2005 and
recorded in the Office of the Register
of Deeds for Sumter County in Plat
Book PB2005 at Page 492. This said
lot has such metes, boundaries,
courses and distances as are shown
on said plat, which is incorporated
herein in accordance with the
provisions of Section 30-5-250 of the
Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976.
This being the same property
conveyed to Blake Turk by deed of
Jason G. Pickren dated June 3, 2021
and recorded June 9, 2021 in Book
1286 at Page 3797 in the Office of the
Clerk of Court/Register of Deeds for
Sumter County.

TMS No. 187-09-03-001
Property address:
1840 Photina Street,
Sumter, SC 29154

TERMS OF SALE: The successful
bidder, other than the Plaintiff, will
deposit with the Master in Equity, at
conclusion of the bidding, five
percent (5%) of said bid is due and
payable immediately upon closing of
the bidding, in certified funds or
equivalent, as evidence of good faith,
same to be applied to purchase price
in case of compliance, but to be
forfeited and applied first to costs
and then to Plaintiff's debt in the
case of non-compliance. In the event
of a third party bidder and that any
third party bidder fails to deliver the
required deposit in certified
(immediately collectible) funds with
the Office of the Master in Equity,
said deposit being due and payable
immediately upon closing of the
bidding on the day of sale, the Master
in Equity will re-sell the subject
property at the most convenient time
thereafter (including the day of sale)
upon notification to counsel for
Plaintiff. Should the last and highest
bidder fail or refuse to comply with
the balance due of the bid within 20
days, then the Master in Equity may
re-sell the property on the same
terms and conditions on some
subsequent Sales Day (at the risk of
the said highest bidder).
No personal or deficiency judgment
being demanded, the bidding will not

remain open after the date of sale,
but compliance with the bid may be
made immediately.
Purchaser to pay for documentary
stamps on Master in Equity's Deed.
The successful bidder will be
required to pay interest on the
balance of the bid from the date of
sale to date of compliance with the
bid at the rate of 2.625% per annum.
The Plaintiff may waive any of its
rights, including its right to a
deficiency judgment, prior to sale.
The sale shall be subject to taxes and
assessments, existing easements and
restrictions of record. The
successful bidder of the property at
the judicial sale can contact
GoodLeap, LLC to assume the
purchase agreement for the property
that is the subject of the UCC lien, or
the UCC lienholder may, at its
discretion, remove the property
covered by the UCC lien.
This sale is subject to all title
matters of record and any interested
party should consider performing an
independent title examination of the
subject property as no warranty is
given.
The sale will not be held unless
either Plaintiff's attorney or
Plaintiff's bidding agent is present at
the sale and either Plaintiff's
attorney or Plaintiff's bidding agent
enters the authorized bid of Plaintiff
for this captioned matter. In the
alternative, Plaintiff's counsel, if
permitted by the Court, may advise
this Court directly of its authorized
bidding instructions. In the event a
sale is inadvertently held without
Plaintiffs Counsel or Counsel's
bidding agent entering the
authorized bid of Plaintiff for this
specifically captioned matter, the
sale shall be null and void and the
property shall be re-advertised for
sale on the next available sale date.
Neither the Plaintiff nor its counsel
make representations as to the
integrity of the title or the fair
market value of the property offered
for sale. Prior to bidding you may
wish to review the current state law
or seek the advice of any attorney
licensed in South Carolina.

Michael M. Jordan
Master in Equity
for Sumter County
Scott and Corley, P.A.

alternative, Plaintiff's counsel, if
permitted by the Court, may advise
this Court directly of its authorized
bidding instructions. In the event a
sale is inadvertently held without
Plaintiffs Counsel or Counsel's
bidding agent entering the
authorized bid of Plaintiff for this
specifically captioned matter, the
sale shall be null and void and the
property shall be re-advertised for
sale on the next available sale date.
Neither the Plaintiff nor its counsel
make representations as to the
integrity of the title or the fair
market value of the property offered
for sale. Prior to bidding you may
wish to review the current state law
or seek the advice of any attorney
licensed in South Carolina.

Michael M. Jordan
Master in Equity
for Sumter County
Scott and Corley, P.A.
Attorney for Plaintiff

Home
Improvements

H.L. Boone, Contractor: Remod-
el, paint, roofs, gutters, drywall,
blown ceilings, etc. 803-773-9904

Tree Service

Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
forestry mulching, stump grinding,
Lic & ins, free quote, 803-473-2202
or cell 803-460-8747.

Lawn / Garden /

Attorney for Plaintiff Nursery
MASTER IN EQUITY
NOTICE OF SALE Lawn, Flowerbed, Shrubbery,

2023-CP-43-01420

BY VIRTUE of a decree heretofore
granted in the case of: United
Wholesale Mortgage, LLC vs.
Michael W. Barekman; et.al., I, the
undersigned Michael M. Jordan,
Master in Equity for Sumter County,
will sell on Monday, March 3, 2025 at
12:00 PM, at the County Courthouse,
141 N. Main St., Sumter, SC 29150.
The property to be sold to the highest

bidder:
All that certain piece, parcel or lot of
land with the Improvements

thereon, if any, situate, lying and
being in the Township and County of
Sumter, State of South Carolina,
designated as Lot 242, Timberline
Meadows Subdivision, Phase 4 on a
Plat by Louis W. Tisdale, RLS, dated
April 24, 2001 and recorded in the
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Sumter County in Plat Book PB2001
at Page 359. This said lot has such
metes, boundaries, courses and
distances as are shown on said plat,
which are incorporated herein in
accordance with the provisions of
Section 30-5-250 of the Code of Laws
of South Carolina, 1976.
Subject to all easements,
reservations, covenants, conditions,
agreements of record if any.
This being the same property
conveyed to Michael W. Barekman
and Sharon E. Barekman, as joint
tenants with rights of survivorship,

Leaf, & Pine Straw Service.
Yards starting at $35. Pressure

washing services. Call Bobby
803-983-5364.

For Sale

or Trade

4 grave lots, Evergreen Memo-
rial Park, Sumter. Acacia section,
lot# 176, graves 1,2,3,4. Asking
$7,542  ($2,000 cheaper than
cemetery price). $400 transfer fee
to buyer. (615) 804-6446. Serious
inquiries only.

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Driver/mover helper, part-time to
full-time hours. No experience
needed. Background check. Driver
class A or B or non-CDL. Good
driving record. 803-236-4008.

and not as tenants in c by
deed of Thomas J. Cormican dated
July 14, 2016 and recorded July 15,
2016 in Book 1223 at Page 3589 in the
Office of the Clerk of Court/Register
of Deeds for Sumter County.
Thereafter, the property was
conveyed to Michael W. Barekman by
deed of Sharon E. Barekman n/k/a
Sharon E. Henderson dated
December 11, 2019 and recorded
December 27, 2019 in Book 1263 at
Page 3741 in the Office of the Clerk
of Court/Register of Deeds for
Sumter County.

TMS No. 184-06-04-003
Property address:
860 Breezy Bay Lane,
Sumter, SC 29150

TERMS OF SALE: The successful
bidder, other than the Plaintiff, will
deposit with the Master in Equity, at
conclusion of the bidding, five
percent (5%) of said bid is due and
payable immediately upon closing of
the bidding, in certified funds or
equivalent, as evidence of good faith,
same to be applied to purchase price
in case of compliance, but to be
forfeited and applied first to costs
and then to Plaintiff's debt in the
case of non-compliance. In the event
of a third party bidder and that any
third party bidder fails to deliver the
required deposit in certified
(immediately collectible) funds with
the Office of the Master in Equity,
said deposit being due and payable
immediately upon closing of the
bidding on the day of sale, the Master
in Equity will re-sell the subject
property at the most convenient time
thereafter (including the day of sale)
upon notification to counsel for
Plaintiff. Should the last and highest
bidder fail or refuse to comply with
the balance due of the bid within 20
days, then the Master in Equity may
re-sell the property on the same
terms and conditions on some
subsequent Sales Day (at the risk of
the said highest bidder).
No personal or deficiency judgment
being demanded, the bidding will not
remain open after the date of sale,
but compliance with the bid may be
made immediately.
Purchaser to pay for documentary
stamps on Master in Equity's Deed.
The successful bidder will be
required to pay interest on the
balance of the bid from the date of
sale to date of compliance with the
bid at the rate of 3.250% per annum.
The Plaintiff may waive any of its
rights, including its right to a
deficiency judgment, prior to sale.
The sale shall be subject to taxes and
assessments, existing easements and
restrictions of record.
This sale is subject to all title
matters of record and any interested
party should consider performing an
independent title examination of the
subject property as no warranty is
given.
The sale will not be held unless
either Plaintiff's attorney or
Plaintiff's bidding agent is present at
the sale and either Plaintiff's
attorney or Plaintiff's bidding agent
enters the authorized bid of Plaintiff
for this captioned matter. In the

RENTALS

Unfurnished
Homes

1 bedroom, 1 bath duplex for rent
in Sumter historic district. Cul-
de-sac, no thru traffic. $675 1st
month, last month's rent due with
security deposit. 513-401-2961.
Text only replies.

Home for rent, 4 bed/2 bath home
between  Sumter &  Manning.
$1100/mo  plus  $1100 security.
803-473-7577

3-BR house for rent in Dalzell,
$1200/mo. (803) 651-9926.

Mobile Home
Rentals

2 & 3-BR mobile homes for rent
in Cherryvale area, $325/mo &
up. Water incl. (803) 651-9926.

Nice 3BR 2BA SW on 1 acre.
$1200 deposit, $1200 rent
No pets! Contact 803-494-8332.

REAL
ESTATE

Homes for Sale

FSBO: 550 Lynam Rd., Sumter:
1,672 sqg ft brick home on 0.34
acres. 3B/2BA, fresh inter. paint, new
carpet. Fenced backyard, storage
shed, newly-painted exterior, single
carport. Quiet neighborhood, 15 min.
to Shaw AFB. $195k. Addl. 1%
buyer's agent comm. 803-775-1858

TRANSPORTATION

Autos For Sale

Challenger Race Car- excellent
condition, set up for asphalt, #1
shape 602 Crate engine, new tires
and many extras. Have all receipts
for everything done to it-- ready for
racing! $22,500 cost in car.

Call 803-491-7665 for details and
to see car located in Sumter.
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To connect. To inform. To build a better Sumter.
We are the microphone. You tell the story
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Carolina Jimmy Jordan Plumbing Service | | PATRICK BEAN =
C are ivers Repairs and New Installation Store Manager (¢ )
9 1936 Pinewood Road S
“ , " inewood Roa
A Helping Hand for Those You Love. sumter, 5C 29154 | | FRASIER TIRE SERVICE INC
—— 803-236-3603 310 E. Liberty Street
Wendy Felder Over 20 yevum ommnsence | | SUMEEN, SC 29150
Owner Cell: 803-397-6278 (803) 773-1423 - Fax (803) 778-1512

| s Local Moving and More, LLC
.
’/ “Saving time & money with no worries”

\ Over 20 years of experience
Home /111 . . PP SOUND/VISUAL SYSTEM SALES, | Jamie Singleton
Advanta ge Tamiko Robinson EWANP IS INSTALLATIONS & RENTALS FOR 64 Wilder Street Owner

REALTY, LLC Realtor® Store: 803-773-1908 CHURCHES AND MORE! Sumter, SC 29150
i HomeAdariageReaty com o S TS 19 803-236-4008 or 803-773-3934
: ’ STUDENT INSTRUMENT SALES N .
7163 Saint Andrews Road Cell 803.336.4500 & RENTALS ‘Free Estimates =~
Columbia, SC 29212 Office 803.567.5300 . . Moving (Home & Office)
Tarniko@homeadvantagerealty‘com More than 40 years serving communities WWW_jtslocaImovingmore_com

TIN LIZZIES

803-774-0349
105 E. Wesmark Blvd
Hours:

7:00 am-2:00 pm
(Tues.-Sat.}j

ﬂTin Lizzies Cafe of Sumter

Excel Alterations
SAME DAY PANTS HEM

202 Broad St.
Sumter, SC
10am - 5:30pm
Monday - Friday

DanielWealtho M anagement.com

Commercial/Residential %M 6% umier ‘Z@a& %ﬂ‘% ‘Z@aé . - 5y . = !
Electrical Contractor %ff o TI m s Tre e Se rv‘ c e
licensed & insured W ym %W ; yw /W _
New Construction . Panel Upgrades 8 o 3 9 B 8 0 B
Renovation . Rewiring Stump Grinding . Tree Removal
Ceiling Fans . Service Hookup  Timmi
. Outlets / Switches . Security Cameras Storm Pamage Removal Trlm!mng
«  Interior / Exterior lighting and more... Corme see yout Pt Teorn, 5074./ 0 visil wo a7 0EAPKertires.com Topping © Bucket Truck Service
Lot clearing ® Firewood
Contact Us (803) 406-4478 Ac PARKER TIRE
Today for a Free Estimate ~ www.varner-electric.com 930 N. LAFAYETTE DR. » SUMTER We Take ‘Em Down For Ya
2315 Whi ill Dr S , SC 29154
ipporwill Dr Sumter, 775-1277 © ACEPARKER@FTC-1.NET —TIM NEWMAN —. FAEE. ESTIMATES,,
JETEY SERVING SUMTER & THE SURROUNDING AREAS FOR 44 YEARS! LICENSED & INSURED'|

R SHOW YOUR CARD!

A\ :Ia YOUR BUSINESS COULD BE

s RAGE DISCOVERED BY PEOPLE

ALL OVER THE TRI-COUNTY
AREA FOR MINIMAL

2580 TAHOE DRIVE SUMTER, SC 29150 COST TO YOU.

803-774-7368 - WWW.TAHOESTORAGE.NET

SELF STORAGE UNITS FROMYS0-680 501 FT.

the

mter

DEVIN e Print Ads CALL TODAY
MCDONALD 4§ g%§:;izzss 8039830786
SPECIALIST «Video devin@theitem.com

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS ON THIS PAGE

PLEASE CALL 803-774-1212 FOR MORE INFORMATION!
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Live from New York: SNL celebrates half century of late-night comedy

BY DANA SIMPSON

From baby boomers to Generation Z, if you grew up in or
currently live in North America, chances are you have at least
heard of “Saturday Night Live.” First airing on NBC as “NBC's
Saturday Night” in October 1975, the sketch comedy darling
changed its name to “Saturday Night Live” following the 1976
cancelation of rival variety series “Saturday Night Live with
Howard Cosell” on ABC.

Roll on 50 years to 2025, and the iconic improvisational
comedy series celebrates half a century of laughs with a
weekend-long celebration on NBC. Beginning with its regularly
scheduled late-night episode on Saturday, Feb. 15, the festivi-
ties reach a pinnacle on Sunday, Feb. 16, during a three-hour
prime-time special featuring musical guests, celebrity appear-
ances and returning cast members. Both events can also be
streamed on Peacock.

While the 50th anniversary special was officially announced
this past fall, NBC's press team has done a fabulous job of
keeping the scheduled programming a surprise for its viewers.
As of writing, no specifics have been released as to who will
be hosting (or if indeed any one person is), which musicians
will perform or who from the 50-years-worth of cast will return
to star again. That said, if the show’s 40th anniversary is any
indication of what's fo come this February, fans of the series

are in for a laugh-laden treat.

When “SNL” reached its 40th anniversary celebration in
February 2015, it gave audiences one of the series’ most high-
ly regarded performances in popstar Miley Cyrus’ rendition of
Paul Simon’s “50 Ways to Leave Your Lover.” Backed by a full
band that included “SNL” cast member Fred Armisen (“Port-
landia”) on tambourine, the performance helped to solidify
Cyrus as a legitimate musician as she shifted her image away
from that of a young Disney Channel star.

There to witness the groundbreaking performance was a
crowd packed with celebs including 50 Shades franchise star
Dakota Johnson, pop icon Taylor Swift (“Cruel Summer”), sing-
er/actor Justin Timberlake (“Friends with Benefits,” 2011), Star
Wars film franchise creator George Lucas and Hollywood royal
Steven Spielberg (“Jurassic Park,” 1993), among others.

Ten years later, the list of celebrities attending “SNL50,” as it
has come to be called, will likely look a bit different, but there
is no doubt that the event will be one for the books. With a
current series cast that counts Chloe Fineman (“Search Party”),
Ego Nwodim (“Mr. Throwback”), Sarah Sherman (“Nimona,”
2023), Bowen Yang (“Wicked,” 2024), James Austin Johnson
(“A Complete Unknown,” 2024), Andrew Dismukes (“The Sec-
ond Best Hospital in the Galaxy”), Mikey Day (“Is It Cake?”),

361 Myrtle Beach

Sumter, SC 29153

773-6010 orFice

Contact Us Today for a

FREE ESTIMATE
oh a New Unit!

Heidi Gardner (“Shrinking”), Michael Longfellow (“Good Burg-
er 2,” 2023), Devon Walker (“Everything’s Trash”) and Mar-
cello Hernandez (“The Improvisor,” 2022) among its main cast
members, alongside the series’ longestrunning cast member
Kenan Thompson (“Kenan & Kel”), the comedy keeps coming
half a century after the show's inception.

Of course, a part of what makes “SNL” such a success is the
nurturing guidance of its creator and executive producer Lorne
Michaels. Also wellknown for his involvement in “30 Rock”
and “The Kids in the Hall,” and for writing the 1986 cultclassic
buddy comedy “Three Amigos!,” Canadian-born Michaels has
been a part of “SNL's” magic from the very beginning, leading
the variety series to 103 Emmy wins to date and more than
300 nominations. Now 80, Michaels is starting to give thought
to who will take up the mantle when he steps down.

“We're doing the 50th anniversary show in February of
'25," Michaels told Entertainment Weekly on the red carpet at
the 2023 Emmy Awards. “I will definitely be there for that, and
definitely be there until that, and sometime before that we'll
figure out what we're gonna do.”

Don't miss what may well be the funniest weekend of 2025
when “Saturday Night Live” celebrates 50 years laughs, live on
NBC and Peacock.

The Better Choice
for Quality Service

& Installation

Hwy.,
Emergency
Service

Available

Military
& Senior
Discounts

Preventative
Maintenance

ALL BRANDS.
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
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hooscones - New Streaming Movies & Shows

CAPRICORN, AQUARIUS AND PISCES

ARIES e e d
@ It'simportant to weigh the pros p r I m e VI e o
and cons before making a deci- ~ 7 u u

sion. You may also come
across tricky questions wit-
hout clear answers. This could
leave you feeling a bit
confused.

TAURUS
Get ready to tackle a bunch of

important tasks this week, both
atwork and in your personal
life. Once you check off every-
thing on your to-do list, you'll
feel deep satisfaction knowing
you've taken care of all the
responsibilities you’ve been
putting off.

GEMINI
Big household projects are on

the horizon. Your love life
could be recharged and take
a turn after a deep conversa-
tion. A new addition to the fa-
mily could be on the way!

CANCER
Get ready for an action-packed

week! You'll have to put in extra
hours at work or handle deman-
ding family responsibilities be-
fore you can kick back and
relax.

LEO
Whether you're renovating or

decorating your home, you'll
manage to negotiate advanta-
geous rates that will increase
the value of your home. When it
comes to your career, don’t he-
sitate to advocate for the raise

you deserve. "ReaCher" - Season 3 (Feb. 20) "A Thousand BIOWS" = Season 1
e Returning for more action-packed adventure, Feb. 21)

@ Unexpected expenses may this new season is based on the 7th book his series, set in the perilous world of illegal
arise this week. If you need to in Lee Child’s global best-selling series, boxing in 1880s Victorian London, comes from
take outa loan, don't worry. “Persuader.” This time, Reacher (Alan Ritchson) the mind of Steven Knight, acclaimed creator
Youllbo abi o negoriare must go undercover to rescue an informant of the global hit series, ”Peaky Blinders.” When
terms that will benefit you. held by a haunting foe from his past. Anthony Hezekiah Moscow (Malachi Kirby) finds himself

g LIBRA Michael Hall, Sonya Cassidy, Brian Tee, Johnny thrust into the vibrant and violent melting pot
This weekisn't going to be the Berchtold, Robert Montesinos, Daniel David of post-industrial revolution London’s East End
peaceul one you were expec- Stewart and Olivier Richters join the cast. from Jamaica, he finds himself drawn into the
ting.Instead, it be filled vith criminal underbelly of the thriving boxing scene,
excitig actvties and adven- he meets Mary Carr (Erin Doherty), leader of
mres. You'llhave ablest The Forty Elephants — the notorious all-female

@ SCORPIO London gang — as they battle for survival on the
Exciting changes are happe- streets.

ning in both your professional
and personal life. It's important

to find ways to unwind and de-
stress so you can fully embrace U r B a rc
all the amazing opportunities

coming your way.. ocal podca or local people 0
SAGITTARIUS PO 0 CO eve > ed
You'll expand your social 0 podca

circle, both in person and on-
line. You'll find like-minded
people to join you at art
workshops, yoga sessions or
other exciting wellness activi-
ties.

@ CAPRICORN SOLUTION

Your boss will offer you an at-

tractive promotion. Despite
being pressed for time, you'll
eagerly embrace exciting new
projects, whether they're re-
lated to work or your personal
life.

AQUARIUS
It's time to plan a trip or ge-

taway! You'll be eager to orga-
nize a get-together and cele-
brate with friends. Get ready to
explore a new spiritual journey
and invest in your personal
growth.

PISCES

An unexpected event might
m shake up your peace. Lean

on those close to you for sup-

port. They'll help you redis-

cover the joys of life. Learning

to open up and trust more

could bring positive changes
to your life.

Thank you for veting us
Best of Sumter!

BEST LLuwscuarey

Awto Dealer
7 YEARS IN A ROW!

Serving Sumter and as since 1993

' LINCOLN & PRE-OWN 3-7339
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Where all the top choices can be found in one place!

NETFLIX

REACH
your

AUDIENCE

Newspaper

Print & Digital
« Newspaper
delivered
Wednesday &
Weekends
o Weekend
money-saving
coupons**
o Unlimited Access
to Theltem.com
o Unlimited Access to our
daily e-Edition
« Unlimited Access to videos and
podcasts from Studio Sumter
« *Included with newspaper delivery.

GET OUTSIDE

Magazine

« Over 10 magazines published a year

o Majority of magazines distributed in
the newspaper

« Options to reach Sumter, Lee,

“Ted 2" (Feb. 16) “Magic of Disney Lookout Cay at | - L asmbun
Life has changed drastically for thunder Lighthouse Point” (Feb. 17)

buddies John (Mark Wahlberg), now a
bachelor, and best pal Ted (Seth MacFarlane),
now married to the woman (Jessica Barth) of

A new story is unfolding on the Bahamian
island of Eleuthera, where locals and Disney

his dreams. Problems arise when the couple Imagineers collaborate on an ambitious

decide to adopt a child, but the law declares mission: create a s‘un—soaked cruise destination

Ted to be property and not a person. Ang that is also a sustainable celebration of

and dejected, the lovably foulmouthed tegély Bahamian culture, prioritizing the local people

bear must now seek legal help from a young and wildlife. Trek, dive and dance with the team | Video

lawyer (Amanda Seyfried) and a legendary, bringing Disney Lookout Cay at Lighthouse e
civil-rights attorney (Morgan Freeman) to get Point to life as opening day approaches. business

« Sumter Today video segments

« Video sponsorship

« Help promoting your video through
the Iten's social media.

the justice he deserves.

D&A: Simon Helberg

BY JAY BOBBIN

Q: What’s Simon Helberg up to now? And can he really speak all those languages?
A: Simon Helberg, who played the multilingual Howard Wolowitz on “The Big Bang Theory” until its end in 2019, rushed to learn
French to get a role in the 2021 musical drama “Annette.” But other than that and some high school Latin, he only speaks English.

The “Annette” story is even more complicated than it sounds. After more than a decade on one of the biggest sitcoms of all time,
he decided to make a hard turn toward art films. That's when he heard about “Annette,” a script being worked on by the highly
decorated French director Leos Carax (“Holy Motors,” 2012). Helberg told Vulture.com that Carax wanted him for the role but
could only hire him if he was a European citizen (for funding purposes). So, long story short, he hurriedly jumped through all sorts
of hoops, including hiring a tutor to learn French, in order to get French citizenship.

Shelly A. Lundberg

Certified Public Accountant

* Audits ® Reviews ® Compilations
® Business ® Individual ® Non-Profit
* Tax Planning & Preparation

THE SUMTER ITEM

SIIIORE

Functional meets fabulous with these
Sumter Item gift ideas.

® Business Start Up Consultation
* Bookkeeping & Payroll Services

Personalized Service and Attention You Deserve

2630-B Hardee Cove, Sumter, SC slundbergepa.com 803-469-7300

Looking to promote
your business?

YOUR AD COULD
BE HERE

ESSENTIALLY LOCAL. AUTHENTICALLY SUMTER. Learn more by contacting
www. Theltem.com/store advertising@theitem.com

WE, JEAY IO JDOILILAK

We buy Diamond, Sterling Silver flatware & Unwanted Jewelry

Big T Jewelers

Established in 1969

520 West Boyce Street » Manning, SC 29102
Monday - Fride ay 9am-6pm (803) 435 8094
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Crosswords

Across 9. Color TV pioneer
1. "Oh, god, that feels good” 10. Thunder, on scoreboards
4. Barbecue entree 13. Boos
8. Adept 16. Post-E.R. place
11. Constrictor 18. Charles, for one
12. Creme cookie 21. Jon Stewart's show
13. Varsity letter earner 22. Corker
14. Jazz style 23. The "E" of B.P.O.E.
15. Comic with an eponymous TV 24, All ___
show 25. Scholastic sports grp.
from 2001-06 30. Eisenhower’s old European
17. Donald Trump series, with “The" command
19. Nostalgic time 31. Some Toyotas
20. Turn 32. Narc's find
24. Break up the romance 34. "___ Daba Honeymoon”
26. "Better Call __" 35. Busybody
27. Signature Obama legislation: 36. Radio host Hansen
Abbr. 38. Draft
28. Variety 39. Cousin of a bassoon
29. They're caught 40. "Uh-uh”
on beaches 41, Levels
31. Not quite a B-minus 42. "Hooray!”
33. Walk nonchalantly 43. Cold and wet
36. Delicate

37. Bart's grandpa
41, "M*A*S*H" setting
44. Home of
“The White Lotus”
45. One of five
Norwegian kings
46. " Toon Adventures”
47. Alley
48. Darn
49. Mellows
50. Diminutive

Down

1. "Dancing Queen”
quartet

2. Embroidery stretcher

3. Ron Howard series

4. Urich of "Vega$”

5. Papas of “Zorba the
Greek” (1964)

6. Ernie's “Sesame Street”

pal
7. Video game hedgehog
8. little dog, for short

boming Soon

"The Americas” (Peacock — Feb. 24, Limited Series
Premiere)

This nature series showcases the wonders, secrets and fragilities

of the world’s greatest supercontinent. Using cutting-edge
technology, it uncovers never-be-fore-seen behavior and highlights
the extraordinary, untold wildlife stories that will deeply connect
with millions around the world. The series brings new species,
intimate courtships, dramatic deep sea hunting and some of
nature’s strangest stories to the screen — even a frog that seems
to defy death every day. Crews travel to the Atlantic coast, Mexico,
the Wild West, the Amazon, the frozen North, the Gulf coast, the
Andes, the Caribbean, the West coast and Patagonia.

Sudoku

SOLUTION

WANT TO IMPROVE SALES?

Call an Item sales representative to advertise in
our many publications!

ITAI0 -

Low FraT FEES
FOR 1LEGAL DOCUMENTS

General Durable Powers of Attorney, Health Care
Powers of Attorney and Living Wills (Declaration

of Desire for Natural Death) - Plus Written
Documentation Explanations. Glenn Givens has lots of
experience with these documents and has given mulitple
speeches on these topics.

Call Glenn at (803) 418-0800; ext. 108 for Details

GLENN F. GIVENS, ATTORNEY

Kolb & Givens, Attorneys at Law, LLC
107 North Main Street Sumter, SC 29150 803-418-0800

p0 BOY’'S TREE SERVICE

TREE CARE SERVICES

e TREE TRIMMING e LAND CLEARING
e TREE REMOVAL e MULCH
e STUMP GRINDING ¢ FORESTRY MOWING

FREE
ESTIMATES OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LICENSED & INSURED

803-469-7606
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SUNDAY EVENING SP=Spectrum FTC=Farm DTV=DirecTV MOVIES SPORTS KIDS FEBRUARY 16, 2025
SP [FTC | 8PM | 830 | 9PM | 9:30 | 10PM | 10:30 | 11 PM | 11:30
WIS 3 10 | 10 WIS News 10 |NBC Nightly |SNL50: The Red Carpet (N) |Saturday Night Live "SNL50: The Anniversary Special" The award-winning, record- WIS News 10 |Awareness
at 6 (N) News (N) (Live) breaking sketch show celebrates its 50th anniversary live from New York. (N) (Live) at 11 (N)
Chicago P.D. "Thirt Suits "Inevitable" Suits "Pulling the Goalie" Suits "Tiny Violin" Suits Suits "Right-Hand Man"
WKTC 4 | 22 | 63 |gJ5a99, y 9 y 9
WOLO 5 12 | 25 ABC World |To Be America's Funniest Home |Shifting Shifting Shifting Shifting Shifting Shifting News (N) Paid Prog.
News (N) Announced |Videos "Restoration" |Gears Gears "Job" |Gears "Grief" |"Jimmy" "Valentine's"
WACH 6 6 57 |(2:30) Spotlight on |Next Level Chef "Social Family Guy |Grimsburg The-North Krapopolis |News (N) Gamecock Sharyl The Big
Daytona (N) |America Media Chef Auditions" (N) (SP) (N) (SP) (N) (SP) (N) (Live) Insider Attkisson Bang Theory
NWSN 8 | 172|307 NewsNation Now (N) (Live) |NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) [ NewsNation Prime (N) (Live)| NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime
WLTX 9 9 19 |(8:00) PGA CBS Evening |60 Minutes (N) Tracker "The Disciple" (N) Watson "Redcoat" (N) The Equalizer "Guns and News 19 at Face the
Tour Golf News (N) Roses" (N) 11pm (N) Nation (N)
WRJIA 11 14 (:05) Sister Boniface "Don't |Father Brown "The Miss Scarlet "Dangerous All Creatures Great "Glass |Funny Woman (N) ACL Presents: Willie
Try This at Home" Kembleston Olimpicks" Liaisons" (N) Half Full" Nelson & Family
WZRB 13 | 18 | a7 NCIS "Rule 91" NCIS "Blood in the Water" NCIS "Nearly Departed" NCIS "Road to Nowhere" NCIS "Great Wide Open" NCIS "Face the Strange"
NICK 16 | 210|299 SpongeBob |SpongeBob |SpongeBob |SpongeBob |Friends "The |Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends
SquarePants |SquarePants |SquarePants |SquarePants |One in Vegas"
TOON 17 | 203 | 296 |King/Hill King/Hill Burgers Burgers Burgers American American Family Guy |Family Guy |Family Guy |Family Guy |Common S
DISNEY 18 | 200/ 290 Big City Big City Greens "Ding Dongers; Animation |¥*% Toy Story 3 ('10) Voices of Tim Allen, Joan Cusack, |(:05) Marvel's |Marvel's "Full | Bluey Kiff: Ring
Greens Abomination" Tom Hanks. Moon Girl Moon" Light
EREERM 50 131|311 (4:10) Bk (:40) ¥%** The Incredibles ('04) Voices of Holly Hunter, Samuel L. (:20) ¥x** Incredibles 2 ('18) Voices of Holly Hunter, Sarah Vowell, Craig T. Nelson.
Cars 3 ('17) |Jackson, Craig T. Nelson.
EDSE 21 | 47 | 649 Sports Stars |Gamecock Pro Padel League PPL Event 3 San Diego: Semifinals Fight Sports: Boxing Dmitry Bivol vs. Jean Pascal Facing ‘Epic Trails
of Tomorrow |Insider From Taktika Padel in San Diego. Waves
NATGEO 22 | 113|276 UFOs: Investigating UFOs: Investigating UFOs: Investigating "The UFOs: Investigating the UFOs: Inv. "Scientists on the |UFOs: Investigating "The
"Citizens Take Charge" "Government Breaks Silence" |UFO Whistleblower" Unknown "Pilots Speak Out" | Cutting Edge" Experiencers Part 1"
TNT 23 | 158 245 All-Star Sunday Pregame (N) (Live) 2025 NBA All-Star Game (N) (Live) 2025 NBA All-Star Game
TBS >4 | 156 | 247 All-Star Sunday Pregame (N) (Live) 2025 NBA All-Star Game (N) (Live) Foul Play (N) SVIS;)‘?I-:EECI(
USA 25 [ 132|242 [Law & Order: SVU "Venom" [Law-SVU "Hammered" Law-SVU "Merchandise" [Law-SVU "Learning Curve" [Law & Order: SVU "Brothel" |Law & Order: SVU
ESPN 26 | 35 | 206 |College Softball College Softball |SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live)
TRUTV 38 | 129 246 All-Star Sunday Pregame (N) (Live) 2025 NBA All-Star Game (N) (Live) Foul Play (N) ﬁz(?ﬁ)g%l;i:r;rd
SHOPHQ 30 73 |Consult Beaute Morris & David Morris & David Constantin Weisz Constantin Weisz Collagen Burn
TWC 32 24 | 362 |Salvage "Mystery Wrecks" Deep Water Salvage Salvage "After the Fire" Haulers "Wet Below Deck" Haulers "To Thrive Up Here" |Salvage "After the Fire"
CNBC 35 | 84 | 355 |Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank
FNC 37 | 90 | 360 |Fox Report (N) (Live) Weekend (N) (Live) Life, Liberty (N) (Live) Sunday Night (N) (Live) The Big Weekend Show
HGTV 39 | 112|229 Home Town "From Show Home Town "The Clock Ho'me Town "Shug and Home T_own "Old World, House House House House
Goats to Show Stopper" Starts Now" Spice" (N) New Build" (N) Hunters (N) |Hunters Hunters Hunters
FOOD 40 | 109|231 Guy's Grocery Games "All- |Grocery "City Food Fight: Tournament of Champions "The Qualifiers: A Shot at the |Wildcard Kitchen "Chopped |Beat Bobby |Beat Bobby
Star Relay Rumble: Finale" Chicago vs. NYC" Main Bracket" (N) Battle" Flay "Beets Me"
ANPL 41 | 100 | 282 |Wardens "A Buck's Blood" Yellowstone Wardens Yellowstone Wardens Wardens "A Hunter's Lie" Yellowstone Wardens
DISCV 42 | 103|278 Homestead Rescue "Georgia Strong" A widow is Homestead Rescue "Raney Returns: Big Sky, Bigger Homestead Rescue Homestead Rescue
overwhelmed by her family homestead. (N) Problems" (N) "Nevada Thirst" "Homestead of Horrors"
TLC 43 | 157 | 280 |90 Day Fiancé [90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fianceé "l Love You... and You" (N) (:05) 90 Day Fiancé (N) 90 Day: The Last Resort
HIST 45 | 110| 269 The Food That Built America "Lines in the Sand" A The Food That Built America "Best Served Cold" A new (:05) The Food That Built America "The Spoils of War" The
revolution takes place on the backs of entrepreneurs. breed of innovator rises up to expand industry. stories behind major food titans in America.
A&E 46 | 130 | 265 [(5:00) ¥** Fast & Furious 6 (‘13) Paul Walker, Vin Diesel. |WWE LFG "This is WWE LFG" (N) (P) [WWE Rivals [WWE (N) (P) [(:05) WWE Rivals
AMC 48 | 180 | 254 (5:30) ¥x* Armageddon ('98) Billy Bob Thornton, Liv Tyler, Bruce Willis. A NASA rep Mayfair Witches (:05) Sanctuary: A Witch's (:10) Mayfair Witches
recruits an oil driller and his team of mavericks to save Earth from an asteroid. "Michaelmas" (N) Tale (N) "Michaelmas"
TcM 49 | 186 | 256 | (4:00) FAkk* Ben Hur ('59) Jack Hawkins, Stephen Boyd, |%#x*x*x* West Side Story ('61) Richard Beymer, Russ Tamblyn, Natalie (:45) ¥k *** Annie Hall ('77) Diane Keaton,
Charlton Heston. Wood. Tony Roberts, Woody Allen.
LIFE 50 | 145|252 % Trapped in the Spotlight ('25) Melyssa Ford, Emmanuel |% Date at Your Own Risk ('25) Shane Marriott, Mary (:05) ¥ The Boarding School Murders ('24) Christina Cox,
Kabongo, Monique Coleman. Antonini. (P) Isabelle Zufferey Boulton, Hannah Galway.
HALL 52 | 183|312 (5:00) ¥ Very, Very, % Return to Office ('25) Scott Michael Foster, Kavan Smith, | When Calls the Heart % Love on the Menu ('19) Kavan Smith, Jordyn Ashley
Valentine ('18) Janel Parrish. "Dance the Night Away" (N) |Olson, Autumn Reeser.
EX 54 | 154 | 248 |(4:30) ¥xxx Captain ¥k Captain America: Civil War ('16) Robert Downey Jr., Scarlett Johansson, Chris Evans. A feud ¥%*x*x Captain America: Civil War ('16)
America: The First Avenger |between Captain America (Chris Evans) and Iron Man leaves the Avengers in turmoil. Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans.
TVLAND 55 | 161 | 304 [Two Men [Two Men Two Men [Two Men [Two Men [Two Men [Two Men [Two Men [Two Men Two Men |Seinfeld [Seinfeld
E! 56 | 138 | 236 |(4:30) ¥ Devil Wears Prada |SNL50-Red (N) (Live) |%#%%x* The Devil Wears Prada ('06) Anne Hathaway, Meryl Streep. % x Overboard ('87) Goldie Hawn.
COMEDY 57 | 136| 249 |FX* The Hangover Part Il (‘11) Ed Helms, Zach Galifianakis, Bradley ¥** The Hangover Part Ill (13) Ed Helms, Zach Family Guy |Family Guy |Family Guy
Cooper. Galifianakis, Bradley Cooper.
SYEY 58 | 152 | 244 |(5:80) ¥Fhkx Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince ('09) Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, |#**% Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1 (‘10) Rupert Grint, Emma Watson,
Daniel Radcliffe. Daniel Radcliffe.
BET 61 | 162 | 329 |(5:30) ¥x** Cadillac Records ('08) Adrien Brody. [#x Ob d ('09) Beyoncé, Ali Larter, Idris Elba. [#*xx* Cadillac Records
PARMT 64 | 153|241 (:05) Yellowstone "Grass on the Streets and |(:45) Yellowstone "One Hundred Years Is ‘(:05) Yellowstone "The Sting |(:25) Yellowstone "Tall Drink of Water" (:35)
Weeds on the Rooftops" Nothing" of Wisdom" Yellowstone
LMN 66 | 185 | 253 % Surviving the Sleepover ('24) Dawn Marie, Jenna % Friday Night Sext Scandal ('24) Anthony Timpano, Tara |% Deadly Dance Competition ('22) Emma Jessop, Matthew
Hogan, Sloan Mannino. Nicodemo, Keana Lyn Bastidas. Pohlkamp, Natasha Wilson.
GOLF 69 | 52 | 218 |Lessons |Golf Central (N) [PGA Tour Golf The Genesis Invitational, Final Round From Torrey Pines South Course in San Diego. [PGA Champ.
OWN 72 104|279 |20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20, OWN "The Wolfpack" |[20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN
OXY 76 | 150 | 251 |Snapped (N) Fatal Family Feuds (N) Snapped "Rebecca Braswell"|Fatal Family Feuds Fatal Family Feuds Snapped "Judy Flanagan"
NBATV 308 216 |[NBABet NBABet Basketball Stories Basketball Stories Basketball Stories NBA All-Star |(:45) All-Star
HBO 511 | 350|501 (5:30) The The White Lotus (:35) The White Lotus "Byg" The White Lotus "Episode 1"|(:05) The White Lotus (:05) Last (:45) White
White Lotus |"Abductions" "Episode 1" Week (SP) "Episode 1"
MAX 531 |370| 515 (:05) The Knick "Wonderful The Knick "Whiplash" %% Eye in the Sky ('15) Aaron Paul, (:45) ¥%* Mechanic: Resurrection ('16) (:20) ¥x* Pride ('07) Bernie
Surprises" Alan Rickman, Helen Mirren. Jessica Alba, Jason Statham. Mac, Terrence Howard.
Yellowjackets "It Chooses" :55) Yellowjackets Yellowjackets "It Girl" (N Yellowjackets "Dislocation” |Dexter: Original Sin "Code |Yellowjackets "It Girl"
PARSHO |551|300|545 i aralmer i (N) | Yellow] B 2 i
™C 571|316 553 (4:35) % A Walk| % The Girl in the Pool ('24) Monica Potter, |#** Camp X-Ray ('14) Payman Maadi, Lane Garrison, %% The Peacemaker ('97) Nicole Kidman, Marcel lures,
on the Moon |Kevin Pollack, Freddie Prinze Jr.. Kristen Stewart. George Clooney.
STARZ 581|330/ 525 (:10) The Couple Next Door |(:10) ¥x** Vengeance ('22) Boyd Holbrook, Issa Rae, B.J. | The Couple Next Door "The |The Couple Next Door "The |Power Book llI: Raising
"The Ultimatum" Novak. Ultimatum" Ultimatum" Kanan "lt's a Business, Man"
MONDAY EVENING SP=Spectrum FTC=Farm DTV=DirecTV MOVIES SPORTS KIDS FEBRUARY 17, 2025

10:30

11:30

| 10 PM |

| 11 PM |

Asano, Keanu Reeves. An outcast samurai seeks revenge.

Candice Bergen, Diane Keaton.

Ultimatum"

WIS 3 10 | 10 WIS News 10 INBC Nightly |WIS News 10 |WIS News The Voice "The Blind Auditions, Part 3" The coaches seek |The Hunting Party "Lowe" WIS News 10 |(:35) Tonight
at 6 (N) News (N) at 7 (N) (N) America's next singing phenomenon. (N) (N) at 11 (N) Show (N)
WKTC a 22 | 63 Last Man Last Man Neighbor Neighbor Law & Order: Special Law & Order: Special Suits "Pecking Order" Chicago Fire "Headlong
Standing Standing Victims Unit Victims Unit Toward Disaster"
WOLO 5 12 | 25 News (N) ABC World |Wheel of Jeopardy! (N)| The Bachelor (N) Lives of Mormon Wives News (N) (:35) J.
News (N) Fortune (N) "The Book of Truth" (N) Kimmel (N)
WACH 6 6 57 Family Feud |Family Feud |The Big The Big Extracted (N) Rescue: HI-Surf (N) WACH FOX News at 10P (N)| Sports Zone |The National
N N) Bang Theory |Bang Theory (Live) (N) (Live) News Desk
The Hill (N) (Live Elizabeth Vargas Reports Cuomo (N) (Live On Balance With Leland Banfield (N) (Live Cuomo
NWSN 8 |17z2|307 0 (Livey M) (Live) 2 P (D (Live) Vittert (N) (Live) (M (Livey
WLTX o o 19 News 19 at CBS Evening |News 19 at Inside On TV: A Black History NCIS "Foreign Bodies" NCIS: Origins "Incognito" News 19 at (:35) Colbert
6pm (N) News (N) 7pm (N) Edition (N) Month Special (N) 11pm (N) (N)
WRJIA 11 14 PBS News Hour (N) Travels With |Volunteer Antiques Roadshow "Living | The World of Cecil "Part Independent Lens "Skin of Glass" (N) Amanpour
Darley Woodworker |History Farms Hour 1" (N) Two" (N)
WZRB 13 18 | a7 grimirxal Minds "Twenty FBI "Breakdown" FBI "Protégé" FBI "Money for Nothing" FBI "The Lies We Tell" FBI "Family First"
even
(5:00) ¥%** Despicable Me |Turtles (N Turtles (N Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends
NICK 16 | 210|299 |(40) Steve Carell 0y by
TOON 17 | 203 | 296 |King/Hill King/Hill Burgers Burgers Burgers American American American Family Guy |[Family Guy |Family Guy |Rick
DISNEY 18 | 200|290 Bluey Big City Big City Big City %+ UglyDolls ('19) Voices of Nick Jonas, |Place "Ready |Place Place Kiff Kiff
Greens Greens Greens Janelle Monae, Kelly Clarkson. Player Wand"
FREFRM 20 | 131|311 (5:00) ¥x % Captain America: The First ¥+ % Captain America: Civil War ('16) Robert Downey Jr., Scarlett Johansson, Chris Evans. A feud The 700 Club
Avenger (‘11) Hayley Atwell, Chris Evans. between Captain America (Chris Evans) and Iron Man leaves the Avengers in turmoil. (P)
EDSE 21 | 47 | 649 Saturday Sports Stars |Fight Sports: Boxing Artur Beterbiev vs. Tavoris Cloud Golf America ’Breaking Par |Fairways of Life with Matt |Up & Adams
Foursome of Tomorrow Adams
NATGEO 22 | 113|276 To Catch a Smuggler: Peru |To Catch a Smuggler: Peru | To Catch a Smuggler: Peru |To Catch a Smuggler: Peru |To Catch a Smuggler: Peru | To Catch a Smuggler: Peru
"Cocaine and Betrayal" "Senior Smuggler" "Tricked into Trafficking" "Coffee and Cocaine" "Strange Brew" "Cocaine in the Clothes"
TNT >3 | 158|245 (4:00) ¥k %* Rogue One: A |NHL on TNT Face Off (N) 2025 4 Nations Face-Off Team Sweden vs. Team USA From TD Garden in Boston. (N) Post-Game |¥%* Out of
Star Wars Story ('16) (Live) (Live) Time ('03)
TBS 24 | 156|247 The Big The Big The Big The Big The Big The Big The Big The Big American American American American
Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory | Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Dad! (N) Dad! Dad! Dad!
USA 25 | 132 | 242 |Chicago Fire Chi. Fire "A Heavy Weight" |Chi. Fire "One More Shot" Chi. Fire "Real Never Waits" |Chicago Fire "Always" Chicago Fire "Wow Me"
ESPN 26 | 35 | 206 |Wm. Basketball Duke at Notre Dame (N) (Live) College Basketball Duke at Virginia (N) (Live) College Basketball Arizona at Baylor (N) (Live)
TRUTV 38 | 129 246 Impractical Impractical NHL on TNT Face Off (N) 2025 4 Nations Face-Off Team Sweden vs. Team USA From TD Garden in Boston. (N) Post-Game |4 Nations
Jokers Jokers (Live) (Live) Face
SHOPHQ 30 73 |Tru Niagen Healthy Aging |Easy Pet Grooming Constantin Weisz Constantin Weisz Collagen Burn Pamela McCoy Gems
TWC 32 24 | 362 |Weather Unfiltered Weather Unfiltered Weather Unfiltered Weather Unfiltered Weird Earth Weird Earth
CNBC 35 | 84 | 355 |Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank
FNC 37 | 90 | 360 |Special Report (N) (Live) Ingraham (N) (Live) Jesse Watters (N) (Live) Hannity (N) (Live) Gutfeld! (N) Fox News at Night (N) (Live)
HGTV 39 | 112|229 Home Town "Woodsy and Home Town "Unlimited The Flip Off "Making a Deal |Celebrity "Sarah Silverman |House House House House
Whimsical" Dreams" With the Ex" Breaks a Kitchen" (N) Hunters (N) |Hunters Hunters Hunters
FOOD 40 | 109|231 Beat Bobby |Beat Bobby |Beat Bobby |Beat Bobby |Baking "Amazing Animals: Chopped "More Cheese, Chopped "Pasta, Pasta, Chopped "Thai Takedown!"
Flay Flay Flay Flay Animal Snackers" (N) Please!" Pasta"
ANPL 41 | 100 | 282 |Ice Cold Gold Ice Cold "Weird Science" Ice Cold Gold "Egi Gold" Ice Cold "Fight for Gold" Ice Cold Gold Ice Cold Gold
DISCV 42 | 103|278 Contraband: Seized at the |Contraband: Seized at the |Contraband: Seized at the |Contraband: Seized at the |Contraband: Seized at the |Contraband: Seized at the
Border "The Lowest Load" Border "The Flint-Stoners" Border "The Rat Pack" Border (N) Border "The Hitman" Border "Go Get 'Em, Tiger"
TLC 43 | 157 | 280 |90 Day: The Last Resort 90 Day: The Last Resort 90 Day: The Last Resort (N) |(:10) Baylen Out Loud (N) (:10) Last Resort (N) (:10) 7 Little Johnstons
HIST 45 | 110|269 Grant "Freedom's Champion" Grant serves as president Jefferson "A Revolutionary Is|Jefferson "Independence (:05) History's-Mysteries "Expedition Bermuda Triangle" A
during a difficult time. Born (1743-1773)" (N) (P) (1774-1776)" (N) search into the extreme depths of the Bermuda Triangle.
A&E 46 | 130 | 265 |Live PD [Live PD [Live PD [Live PD Live PD [Live PD Live PD [Live PD Live PD Live PD [(:05) Live PD [(:35) Live PD
AMC 48 | 180/ 254 (5:45) ¥x* Police Academy ('84) Kim Cattrall, Michael %®x* Major League ('89) Charlie Sheen, Corbin Bernsen, Tom Berenger. %% Caddyshack ('80) Rodney Dangerfield,
Winslow, Steve Guttenberg. Bill Murray, Chevy Chase.
TCcM 49 | 186 | 256 |FXA XX La Strada ('54) Giulietta Masina, Richard Basehart, |#x %% All the King's Men ('49) Joanne Dru, Mercedes ¥k %k x Mr. Smith Goes to Washington ('39) Jean Arthur,
Anthony Quinn. McCambridge, Broderick Crawford. Claude Rains, James Stewart.
Castle "For Better or Worse" |Castle "Driven” Castle "Montreal" Castle "Clear & Present :05) Castle "Child's Play" :05) Castle "Meme Is
LIFE 50 | 145|252 Danger” (08) Y (i0s) s
HALL 52 | 183|312 |¥ All Things Valentine ('15) Sam Page, Jeremy Guilbaut, |% Paris, Wine & Romance ('19) Dan Jeannotte, Roxanne |% My Secret Valentine ('18) Andrew Walker, Peter
Sarah Rafferty. McKee, Jen Lilley. MacNeill, Lacey Chabert.
EX 54 | 154 | 2ag [(5:00) ¥xx Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides |%¥*% Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales ('17) Geoffrey Rush, Javier Fx %k Kingsman: The
(‘11) Penélope Cruz, lan McShane, Johnny Depp. Bardem, Johnny Depp. Secret Service ('14)
TVLAND 55 | 161 [ 304 |Andy Griffith [Andy Griffith [Raymond [Raymond Raymond Raymond [Raymond [Raymond [Raymond [Raymond King King
E! 56 | 138 | 236 | ¥ Night School ('18) Tiffany Haddish, Rob Riggle, Kevin Hart. % Hall Pass ('11) Jason Sudeikis, Jenna Fischer, Owen Wilson. E! News (N) |[% Clerks Il
COMEDY 57 | 136 | 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Family Guy |Family Guy
SYEY 58 | 152 | 244 |(6:55) Fhhx Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1 ('10) Rupert Grint, Emma %% Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 (‘11) Rupert Grint, Emma Watson,
Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. Daniel Radcliffe.
BET 61 | 162 | 329 |¥%* Miles Ahead (‘16) Ewan McGregor, Emayatzy Corinealdi, Don Cheadle. % Belly ('98) DMX, Taral Hicks, Nasir "Nas" Jones.
PARMT 64 | 153 | 241 |(5:30) Yellowstone "Give The |Yellowstone "Life Is a Promise" The Duttons and the Yellowstone: 1923 "1923" Yellowstone: 1923 "Nature's Empty Throne" | To Be
World Away" Yellowstone cowboys lay John to rest. Announced
LMN 66 | 185|253 |¥ Gaslit by My Husband: The Morgan Metzer Story ('24) |% The Bad Guardian ('24) La La Anthony, Luis Bordonada, |¥ The Bad Orphan ('24) Chloe Coco Chapman, Mark
Austin Nichols, J. Barrett Cooper, Jana Kramer. Melissa Joan Hart. Taylor, Betsy Brandt.
GOLF 69 | 52 | 218 |Golf Central PGATOUR [PGATOUR |U.S Open 2024: Yuka Saso [PGA Tour Golf The Genesis Invitational, Final Round
OWN 72 104|279 |20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN |20/20 on OWN [20/20 on OWN [20/20 on OWN "Bad Blood"
OXY 76 | 150 | 251 |Snapped "Jill Blackstone" Snapped "Camilla Frazier" Richard Ramirez "Making of a Monster" (N) |Ramirez "Dancing With the Devil" (N) | Snapped "Jaclyn Martin"
NBATV 308 216 |Basketball Stories Run It Back 2025 NBA All-Star Saturday Night Basketball Stories [2025 NBA All-Star Game
HBO 511|350 501 (5:35) #x* The Front Room |[(:10) k% Central Intelligence (‘16) Kevin Hart, Amy Ryan, |We Beat the Dream Team (:25) The White Lotus "Episode 1" (:25) We Beat
('24) Andrew Burnap, Brandy. | The Rock. (N) (P) the
MAX 531|370 515 2%k I, Tonya ('17) Sebastian Stan, Allison Janney, ¥xx Results ('15) Cobie Smulders, Kevin |(:45) ¥k ** A Most Wanted Man ('14) Rachel McAdams, (:50) ¥k
Margot Robbie. Corrigan, Guy Pearce. Grigoriy Dobrygin, Philip Seymour Hoffman. Wanted ('08)
5:25) ¥k %k Gladiator Joaquin Phoenix, Connie Nielsen, Dexter: Original Sin "Code |Yellowjackets "It Girl" Yellowjackets "Dislocation” |School Spirits "Ghost Who's
PARSHO | 551300 545 g?uss)ell Crowe. 9 Blues" 9 ! r ! Coming topDinner" (N)
™C 571|316 553 ¥ x* Mr. Malcolm's List ('22) Sope Dirisu, Oliver %% *x The Stepford Wives ('04) Matthew (:35) ¥x** The First Wives Club ('96) Bette|(:20) ¥** Tommy Boy ('95)
Jackson-Cohen, Freida Pinto. (P) Broderick, Bette Midler, Nicole Kidman. Midler, Diane Keaton, Goldie Hawn. David Spade, Chris Farley.
STARZ 581|330 525 (:10) ¥x* 47 Ronin ('13) Hiroyuki Sanada, Tadanobu (:10) ¥%* Book Club: The Next Chapter ('23) Jane Fonda, |The Couple Next Door "The [$%x About My Father ('23)

Sebastian Maniscalco.
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oteve MeQueen is Bullitt
In classic police thriller

BY JAY BOBBIN

“Bullitt” is legendary for its midpoint car chase
through the streets of San Francisco, but there’s also
plenty else to recommend about it.

The Peter Yates-directed 1968 police drama gets
another of its frequent Turner Classic Movies show-
ings Wednesday, Feb. 19, as part of a “31 Days of
Oscar” tribute to films with Academy Award-winning
editing (it won that honor). However, it remains most
famous as one of the best examples of title star Steve
McQueen’s particular brand of screen cool, as he
plays the selfstyled title cop chosen fo protect a wit
ness for an ambitious politician.

Robert Vaughn (who also shared credit with
McQueen in 1960's “The Magnificent Seven” and
1974’s “The Towering Inferno”) is also great as
said politician, who's outwardly charming but slyly
cold-blooded in seeking to advance his own agenda
— so he isn't very pleased when a would-be killer
gets to the witness before the latter can testify, leaving
both him and one of Bullitt's colleagues in very bad
shape.

With tenuous support from their boss (Simon Oak-
land), Bullitt and his partner (McQueen pal and fre-
quent co-star Don Gordon) seek those responsible ...

leading to the car chase referenced earlier, for which
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auto enthusiast McQueen spent quite a bit of time be-
hind the wheel himself. That's much of why the result
is so exciting, since one clearly can see it's actually
McQueen doing the driving.

Another ferrific chase caps “Bullitt,” set near and
across the runways of the City by the Bay’s airport
— and one only can marvel at the shots of McQueen

ducking under moving planes, at a time when it had

to be done for real without inserting an actor via com-

puter-enhanced imagery. (Almost 30 years later, a
similar pursuit between Al Pacino and Robert De Niro
in “Heat” served as something of a homage.)

Jacqueline Bisset's role in “Bullitt” is somewhat
thankless, as the actress has said herself ... the girl-
friend who fries to prompt the cop to rethink his ca-
reer choice. Two co-stars who fare much better: Rob-
ert Duvall as a cab driver who proves helpful to Bullitt
in retracing the witness’ earlier steps; and Georg
Stanford Brown, later a regular on television’s “The
Rookies” and a director of note, as a doctor whose
skills are questioned by Vaughn.

Though it's nearly 60 years old, “Bullitt” remains
much fresher than many movies of more recent vin-

tage in its genre. That's one of the true tests of a clas-

sic, and “Bullitt” passes it. And then some.
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Best
TV POLICE CHIEFS

MOVIES

BY JAY BOBBIN

Chief Dan Mathews (played

by Broderick Crawford on
“Highway Patrol,” syndicated,
1955-59): While Clancy Brown joins
the ranks of TV police chiefs as the father
of two defecfives in “Good Cop/Bad
Cop” — premiering Wednesday, Feb.
19, on The CW — the gruff Matthews
was the embodiment of a law-and-order
figure as far as early television was
concerned.

Chief Robert Ironside (Raymond
Burr, “Ironside,” NBC, 1967-75):
Being in a wheelchair didn’t stop this
San Francisco cop’s crime-solving knack.
Capt. Adam Greer (Tige
Andrews, “Mod Squad,” ABC,
1968-73): Three young rebels worked
under cover for this rugged officer.
Capt. Barney Miller (Hal Linden,
“Barney Miller,” ABC, 1974-82):
A wry sense of humor cerfainly helped
this New York precinct leader.

Capt. Frank Furillo (Daniel J.

Travanti, “Hill Street Blues,”
NBC, 1981-87): An evenhanded,
sensible approach fueled this officer’s
dealings.

Chief Bill Gillespie (Carroll
O’Connor, “In the Heat of the
Night,” NBC/CBS, 1988-95): As
in the Oscar-winning movie, this sly
Southerner observed more than others
suspected.

Chief Clancy Wiggum (voice of
Hank Azaria, “The Simpsons,”
Fox, 1990-present): Springfield isn't
any safer under this humorously inept
officer.

Capt. Donald Cragen (Dann
Florek, “Law & Order,” NBC;
1990-93; “Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit,” NBC, 1993-2014):
Low-key yet firm, this superior was a
quintessential New York cop.

Lt. Anita Van Buren (S. Epatha
Merkerson, “Law & Order,”
NBC, 1993-2010): Cragen'’s
successor in the original iteration of

the series had a manner similar to his,
but some cases upped her passion for
jusfice. (Merkerson returned to executive
producer Dick Wolf's universe as hospital
administrator Sharon Goodwin on
NBC's sfill-running “Chicago Med.”)
Capt. Jim Brass (Paul

Guilfoyle, “CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation,” CBS, 2000-14):
This detective oversaw the nuts and bolts
of cases while others delved into forensic
angles.

Assistant Police Chief Will Pope
(J.K. Simmons, “The Closer,”
TNT, 2005-12): His personal past
with interrogator Brenda Leigh Johnson
(Kyra Sedgwick) sometimes colored their
dealings, but Pope largely kept things
professional.

Commissioner Frank Reagan
(Tom Selleck, “Blue Bloods,”
CBS, 2010-24): Sometimes too

much by the book in the view of others,
the NYPD's top man ultimately — and
always — had the backs of his officers,
including his sons.

GUNS

THANK YOU FOR M

33 West Liberty Street - Downtown Sumter
18 N. Brooks Street - Downtown Manning

www.reliablepawnshop.com

In times like these everyone is looking for

bargain Buys!

“Make Uow. Dollars Go Furthe!, at Reliable Pawn Shop”




THE SUMTER ITEM

Sumter Scene

FEBRUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 21,2025 7

—_CJ

e

o perfect; Re
5 season duri
1Side’ docuserl

18 2024
-TIBW

Vet
104
Bs

Misinformé
Lero Day ¢

BY SARAH PASSINGHAM

The divisive political landscape we find our-

1on overloa: Pol
ustions the role

Ical
o

Jesse Plemons (“Kinds of Kindness,” 2024)

friller
l

selves living through these days can feel stranger
than fiction. Proving the idiom frue is a new, eerily
timely, six-episode limited series “Zero Day,” pre-
miering Thursday, Feb. 20, on Netflix. Robert De
Niro (“Killers of the Flower Moon,” 2023) stars as
former President George Mullen, who is pulled out
of retirement to head the precedentsetting Zero
Day Commission.

When a cyberattack is carried out against the
United States, it causes several disasters and coun-
try-wide chaos, killing thousands of citizens on
what becomes known as Zero Day. Following the
tragic events, President Evelyn Mitchell (Angela
Bassett, “Damsel,” 2024) calls on the former pres-
ident to lead an investigation info who is responsi-
ble for the attacks.

Whether outside forces or homegrown terror-
ists were behind the fatal plot, the many voices
willfully spreading disinformation make Mullen’s
job incredibly complicated. To get to the bottom
of it, the former president surrounds himself with
as trustworthy a team as he can in the ambitious
world of American politics.

stars as Mullen’s former aide Roger Carlson,
brought back to work for the commission. Also
joining the investigation are political strategist and
Mullen’s former chief of staff Valerie Whitesell
(Connie Britton, “Dear Edward”) and Department
of Justice lawyer Carl Otieno (McKinley Belcher
I, “Ozark”), who serves as lead investigator for
the Zero Day Commission. Lizzy Caplan (“Fatal
Attraction”) is progressive congressional repre-
sentative Alexandra Mullen and daughter of the
former president, while Joan Allen (Lisey’s Story”)
is former first lady and nominee to the federal
bench, Sheila Mullen.

Also starring in “Zero Day” are Matthew Mo-
dine (“Stranger Things”) as speaker of the house
Richard Dreyer; Bill Camp (“Presumed Innocent”)
as CIA Director Jeremy Lasch; Gaby Hoffmann
(“Transparent”) as Silicon Valley billionaire Moni-
ca Kidder; Clark Gregg (“Snowpiercer”) as Rob-
ert Lyndon, another billionaire with a penchant for
manipulating politics; and Mark Ivanir (“Mayor Of
Kingstown”) as intelligence operative Natan.

Dan Stevens (“Cuckoo,” 2024) portrays Mul-
len’s most vocal critic, political talk show host
Evan Green, complete with the faux-blue collar
look of real rightwing propagandists. Though the
series was developed before the most recent U.S.
presidential election came to pass, some of the
events of the series bear a striking resemblance to
real circumstances that arose during the campaign

decline.

— notably, Mullen questioning his own compe-
tency as he begins noticing signs of cognitive

Series co-creator Eric Newman (“Griselda”)
spoke to Vanity Fair in November about the up-
coming series, revealing that he and fellow co<re-
ator Noah Oppenheim (“Jackie,” 2016), former
president of NBC News, sought fo confront the
country’s relationship with the truth in “Zero Day,”
tuning info Americans’ imaginings of the future.

“It feels like it could happen. Based on how
you feel about the election, this is either going to
be an aspirational story about people who can
find their way to the truth, even when it's really
hard, or a cautionary tale of the perils of the deep
state and absolute power corrupting absolutely,”
Newman said. “For me, it's a little bit of both.”

BY CAROLINE COLLACUTT

“Go beyond the pitch with the
personalities that power MLS” (per
Apple TV+), during the eight-part
series “Onside: Major League Soc-
cer,” premiering Friday, Feb. 21, on
AppleTV+.

From shocking, game<hanging
debuts to stunning performances
from seasoned professionals, the
2024 MLS season had plenty to
offer its fans: MLS history was made
when 14-year-old Cavan Sullivan
took to the pitch, becoming the
youngest player in MLS history;
“Raquinho” stole hearts while being
chased around Subaru Park; Lionel
Messi made assist after assist after
assist; European stars crossed the
pond to play in U.S.A.; and the L A.
Galaxy became MLS Cup champi-
ons for the first time since 2014. The
gameplay was fast and biting, and
the drama — both on the pitch and
off — was ceaselessly captivating for
all fans tuned in.

Celebrating a year with unrivaled
energy, this one-of-a-kind series offers
“unprecedented access to players,
coaches and teams,” according fo
an official synopsis given by Apple
TV, “[taking] fans through the most
compelling storylines, adrena-
line-pumping moments and captivat
ing persondlities of the 2024 MLS
season, from preseason all the way
to the 2024 MLS Cup final.”

In the official “Onside” trailer,
David Beckham (owner of the Inter

Miami CF), Tim Parker (defender,
New England Revolution) and the
aforementioned Cavan Sullivan
(midfielder, Philadelphia Union) are
revealed to be three of the person-
alities followed. As key moments of
gameplay are shown, infertwined
with clips from players’ personal
lives, Beckham shares: “This is a
massive moment to have exceptional
players playing in this country. But
this league, it's a tough league.”

Parker then agrees, adding that
“as you get older, it gets harder.”

From a talented team of executive
producers — including Academy
Award winner James Gay-Rees
(“Formula 1: Drive to Survive”),
Emmy winner Paul Martin (“Make or
Break”) and Hillary Olsen (“Faceoff:
Inside the NHL") — and showrunner
Steve Rankin (“Naked and Afraid”),
“Onside” comes as part of Apple’s
ongoing partnership with MLS,
joining the likes of other unscripted,
straightfrom-the-pitch series such as
“Messi Meets America,” “Messi’s
World Cup: The Rise of a Legend,”
“Real Madrid: Until The End” and
“Super League: The War for Foot-
ball.”

With more sure fo come — as
the 2025 MLS season kicks off
the following day, Saturday, Feb.
22 — Apple debuts its latest soc-
cer-obsessed series, “Onside: Major
League Soccer,” Friday, Feb. 21, on
Apple TV+.

View from the Gouch

“NOSFERATU”

Writer-director Robert Eggers’s
widely acclaimed melodrama, a
remake of a classic 1922 thriller,
puts twists on the Dracula legend.
Bill Skarsgard (“It') plays a Tran-
sylvanian count whose vampirish
tendencies ultimately mean trouble
for a newlywed couple (Nicholas
Hoult, Lily-Rose Depp) when the
husband tries to arrange a property
sale for the count. The wife has
a connection fo the supernatural
world from her childhood, adding
to a dark scenario that threatens to
end badly unless a professor (Wil-
lem Dafoe, who also worked with
Eggers on 2019’s “The Lighthouse”
and 2022's “The Northman”) well-

BY JAY BOBBIN

versed in mysticism can intervene
in time. Aaron TaylorJohnson and
Emma Corrin also are in the cast of
the saga, which makes good use of
foreboding locations in such sites as
Prague and Romania. The physical
look of the film, achieved by cine-
matographer Jarin Blaschke — who
earned one of the picture’s four
current Oscar nominations — also
is a major element. An extended
cut that adds several minutes to the
theatrical version is included. DVD
extras: “making-of” documentary;
audio commentary by Eggers; de-
leted scenes. **** (R: AS, N, P, V)
(Also on Blu-ray, 4K Ultra HD and
Digital)

“THE SOCIAL NETWORK"”

To mark its 15th anniversary,
director David Fincher and screen-
writer Aaron Sorkin’s 2010 drama
about the creation of Facebook
gets a home-video relaunch in a
4K Ultra HD Steelbook edition.
Jesse Eisenberg plays Mark Zuck-
erberg, then a college student who
developed an online sensation with
the social site that has become a
regular destination for countless
users internationally ... though twin
brothers (both played by Armie
Hammer, thanks to extremely
smooth visual frickery) alleged that
their idea for such a site had been
taken. Andrew Garfield also stars
as Zuckerberg’s principal colleague
in launching Facebook, with Justin
Timberlake as a selfproclaimed
entrepreneur who contributed relat-
ed ideas and support. The Sorkin

AS Adult situations
P Profanity

script cleverly moves back and forth
across the story’s timeline; Max
Minghella, Rashida Jones, Brenda
Song and Dakota Johnson also ap-

pear. **** (R: AS, P) (Also on DVD

and Blu-ray)
“THE ORDER”

Known for the variety in his proj-
ects, Jude Law sees action — quite
literally — in this thriller inspired by
the true story of an FBI agent's pur-
suit of a white supremacist group.
The lawman played by Law has
hopes of taking things easier by
relocating to Idaho after his work
on two high-profile cases, but it

doesn't work out that way as a dep-

uty (Tye Sheridan) draws him into
a missing-person investigation that
has ties to the activities of a group
apparently involved in a variety of
crimes. Nicholas Hoult, who will be
seen as Lex Luthor in this summer’s
“Superman” movie, portrays the
ring’s leader; Jurnee Smollett, pod-
caster Marc Maron and Odessa
Young also are among the co-stars.
*** (R: AS, N. P, V) (Also on Blu-
ray and Digital)

“CROSSING DELANCEY”

The strong fan base for director
Joan Micklin Silver’s 1988 roman-
tic comedy now earns it Criterion
Collection treatment on Blu-ray and
4K Ultra HD, with Amy Irving in a
charming performance as a book-
store worker who has preconceived
notions of the type of relationship
she should be in ... making things
challenging for the pickle salesman
(Peter Riegert) who fries to court

Family Viewing Ratings
V Violence

N Nudity

her. Her interest goes instead, at
least initially, to a smooth-talking
author (Jeroen Krabbe). In the one
movie she made, stage actress Reizl
Bozyk is a joy as the Irving char-
acter’s grandmother. Sylvia Miles,
John Bedford Lloyd, Rosemary
Harris and (without the “Hyde"” in
his billing here) David Hyde Pierce
also are featured. Susan Sandler
adapted the script from her play,
and she comments in an included
documentary, along with Irving and
Riegert. *** (PG: AS, P)

“PANIC ROOM”

Making its 4K Ultra HD debut,
director David Fincher’s 2002
thriller casts Jodie Foster as a recent
divorcee who seeks refuge — along
with her daughter (Kristen Stewart)
— in the supposedly secret title
room of their New York brownstone
they've just moved into, affer sever-
al intruders (Forest Whitaker, Jared
Leto and country music’s Dwight
Yoakam) break in. The would-be
thieves know what they're looking
for, and it's in the panic room, forc-
ing the mother and daughter to get
creative with everything they have
at their disposal to foil the felons
and save themselves. Interestingly,
Nicole Kidman originally was cast
in Foster’s role, but had to leave
because of an injury (but her voice
is heard on a phone call); then,
filming was suspended when Foster
became pregnant. *** (R: AS, P, V)
(Also on DVD and Blu-ray)

GV Graphic Violence

“PEARL IN PARADISE”

Adventure is as much a part
of the formula as romance in this
entry in a new “Hallmark 3-Movie
Collection,” casting Jill Wagner
— who has gotten acclaim for her
much tougher performance in the
Paramount+ series “Lioness” lately
- as a photographer who embarks
on a search for a particular pearl
is Fiji. She conducts the hunt with
a notas-enthusiastic novelist played
by Kristoffer Polaha, who also
worked with Wagner in the “Mys-
tery 101" series of cable movies.
The same mix of love and infrigue
applies to the other two pictures in
this set: “Legend of the Lost Lock-
et,” with Natasha Burnett and Viv
Leacock; and “For Love & Honey,”
featuring Andrew Walker and Mar-
garet Clunie. *** (Not rated: AS)

Goming Home Soon

“AMADEUS: THEATRICAL CUT”
(4K ULTRA HD) (FEB. 25)

“GLADIATOR 1I” (MARCH 4)

“KRAVEN THE HUNTER”
(MARCH 4)

“RED ONE” (MARCH 4)

“THE PENGUIN: SEASON
ONE” (MARCH 18)

“TULSA KING: SEASON TWO”
(MARCH 18)
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warm, friendly atmosphere ¢/ painless experience # family oriented

5635 Broad St. Ext.,

Sumter, SC 29150
on the corner of 378 & 441

303.494.3466

Dr. R. Capers Lee
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Our Commitment

To connect. To inform. To build a better Sumter.
We are the microphone. You tell the story

Essentially local.
Authentically
Sumter.

Sign up for The Sumter Item’s free email
newsletter.
www.theitem.com/newsletter
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