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‘We want people to 
feel at home here’

Sylvia Jo’s restaurant 
owner says her heart has 
always been in cooking

SARAH SONNTAG / THE SUMTER ITEM
Sumter native Amber Spencer started Sylvia Jo’s in 2017 with just a dream, memories of her grandmother and a love for cooking. She 
has since grown a loyal following that she continues to satisfy with her homemade Southern comfort meals on East Liberty Street.
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Readers will find all 
election coverage needed 
in The Item and Impact
Election season is just around 

the corner, and The Item is 

committed to keeping you 

informed about the races 

and issues on the ballot. 

Studies show that the pres-
ence of  local news means, 
among other things, that more 
people vote in local elections. 
We think that’s important, and 
while the presidential election 
will get most of  the national 
headlines, we’ll focus more on 
the races closer to home that 
help shape our communities. 

Subscribers to The Item will receive 
a comprehensive Voter’s Guide prior 

to the election, which will include ev-
erything you need to know about can-
didates and local races before you 
head to the voting booth. If  you are 
not a subscriber to The Item, upcom-

ing editions of  this free, 
monthly publication — The 
Sumter Item Impact — will in-
clude things you need to know 
as well. 

Many communities similar 
to Sumter across America will 
not be so lucky. Thousands of  
newspapers have closed in re-
cent years, while others strug-
gle to employ local journalists. 
The absence of  local news is 

causing great harm to those communi-
ties, and I’m fearful that another elec-
tion cycle without local journalists 

asking questions and providing a de-
gree of  oversight will only amplify 
those issues in news-less communities. 

If  you are a subscriber to The Item, 
I’m sure you occasionally see an arti-
cle that frustrates you or that you 
think we could’ve done better in pre-
senting the information. Sometimes, I 
agree with a reader who says such 
things, and we’re used to being scruti-
nized in a public-facing profession. 

However, in this election season, 
don’t let human imperfection over-
shadow that fact that we have a com-
munity-based newspaper in Sumter. 

We have a talented, passionate team of  
local journalists committed to adding 
value to our communities. 

If  you value being informed about 
topics close to home, there are a few 
ways you can help ensure Sumter has 
local news for years and decades to 
come. First, subscribe to The Item, and 
second, tell a friend or family member 
about us and why you think our con-
tinuation is important. 

We exist to serve our readers and 
advertisers, and our existence is im-
portant to those we serve. I hope you 
feel informed this election season. 

Vince Johnson

ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM

 From the publisher
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126 N. Main Street, Sumter, SC 29151
Paid For By Murrell Smith for House

Thank You
We appreciate your service and welcome you 
to our community. Please feel free to call me 
at 803-778-2471 if  I can ever assist you with 
any South Carolina state government issues.

House Speaker
Rep. Murrell Smith



 A4    |   JULY / AUGUST 2024	�   THE SUMTER ITEM IMPACT  

Filing for mayor, city council elections open through July 31

With ballots set for elections featur-
ing candidates running behind a party, 
the last piece to the Nov. 5 general 
election is local nonpartisan races.

In Sumter, that includes the mayor 
and three city council seats as well as 
four seats on the Sumter School Dis-
trict Board of  Trustees.

Filing for the mayor and city council 
seats began July 15 at noon and is open 
through July 31 at noon. Those wishing 
to run for any of those seats must file 
with Sumter City Clerk Linda Hammett 
at the Sumter Opera House, 21 N. Main 
St. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Call (803) 436-2578 for additional infor-
mation or to make an appointment.

Candidates are required to fill out a 
Statement of  Intention of  Candidacy 
Form, which can be found in the "Can-
didate Information" section of  www.sc-
votes.gov, at the county election office 
and at the city clerk's office.

Candidates are also required to file a 
Statement of  Economic Interest and a 
Campaign Disclosure online with the 
State Ethics Commission at http://eth-
ics.sc.gov. Failure to file these docu-
ments may result in a candidate fine 
but will not disqualify a candidate 
from election.

Mayor David Merchant announced 
in March that he is running for reelec-
tion. He will be seeking his second 
term in the city's top role after serving 
on city council since 2012. He was 
elected as mayor in 2020.

Council seats up for election in No-
vember are Ward 2, held by James B. 
Blassingame, Ward 4, held by Steve H. 
Corley, and Ward 6, held by Gifford M. 
Shaw. Corley told The Sumter Item’s 
Bruce Mills he will not be seeking a 
third term. Blassingame and Shaw 
have each filed to seek reelection for a 
second term.

SCHOOL BOARD
Filing for the school board seats will 

take place Aug. 1 at noon through Aug. 
15 at noon. Those wishing to run for 

these seats must file with Patricia Jef-
ferson at the Sumter County Voter 
Registration and Elections Office, 129. 
E Liberty St. Office hours at 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Call (803) 436-2310 or (803) 436-
2312.

The four school board seats up for 

election are Daniel P. Palumbo's Dis-
trict 1 seat, Brittany English's District 
2 seat, Shery White's District 7 seat 
and Bonnie S. Disney's District 9 seat.

All nine school board districts were 
redrawn and up for election after 2020 
Census redistricting and a law change 

from a few years ago that expanded the 
board from seven single-member dis-
tricts and two at-large seats to nine sin-
gle-member districts for the 2022 elec-
tion.

If  a runoff  is necessary after the 
Nov. 5 election, it will be held Nov. 19.

BY KAYLA GREEN 
kayla@theitem.com

3 seats up; school board 
filing opens August

PHOTO PROVIDED
This map shows the City of Sumter broken down into city council ward districts.

 Government



The South Carolina 

Board of  Educa-

tion may “require 

districts to adopt a policy 

banning cellphones 

during the school day or 

risk losing state fund-

ing,” a decision they will 

likely make during their 

next meeting on Aug. 13, 

which means the earliest 

the policy could be rea-

sonably enforced is Janu-

ary, according to the SC 

Daily Gazette.

The ultimate goal of  this 
move is to improve student 
learning, while also quelling 

issues like 
online bully-
ing (at least 
during the 
school day). 
But how ex-
actly does 
the posses-
sion of  a 
cellphone 
disrupt a 

student’s 
learning?

First, we know everyone 
has a limited active working 
memory. On average, we can 
handle four-six novel items 
at a given time. This is the 
reason, for example, that 
when you drive into an unfa-

miliar big city, you turn the 
radio down, ask your chil-
dren politely (ahem) to quiet 
down in the back and 
demonstrate mild irritation 
with your spouse who is try-
ing to help you navigate. 
This experience is called 
“cognitive overload”— you 
are being overwhelmed with 
new information. The radio 
and yelling in the back are 
adding to that load and need 
to be reduced. When stu-
dents are using their phones 
during the school day or in 
class for non-academic pur-
poses, they are filling their 
active working memory with 
novel items that are irrele-
vant to the learning that 
needs to happen. Banning 
cellphones is like you turn-

ing that radio down and fo-
cusing on what’s important: 
getting to your destination 
safely (or learning).

Consequently, this cogni-
tive phenomenon is why 
memorizing content is still 
important (despite the abili-
ty to “Google” everything), 
but I’ll explore that topic 
down the road.

Next, we cannot multitask. 
While my wife might joking-
ly disagree with me on this 
issue, research supports the 
claim — the brain cannot do 
two cognitive tasks at the 
same time. Instead, the 
brain switches tasks, which 
has two major impacts on 
learning: one, switching be-
tween tasks — like when a 
student stops writing their 
paper and checks a text mes-
sage on their phone — costs 
time; researchers estimate 
that this “transactional 
cost” is 10-20 minutes on av-

erage before the student can 
refocus on the task in front 
of  them. Whenever a parent 
raises a concern about their 
child spending too much 
time on their homework 
each night, the first thing I 
ask is whether their child 
has their phone next to 
them when they’re doing 
their homework. That alone 
may account for why a 
homework load of  an hour 
now takes three.

And switching tasks takes 
energy, which means you fa-
tigue faster (and all of  the 
consequent effects of  fatigue 
apply: grumpiness, poor de-
cision making, less disci-
pline). If  you sit in front of  a 
screen all day and are con-
stantly switching tasks, you 
have a greater likelihood of  
coming home exhausted, 
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 Education

3 storylines to know from Sumter School District this month

1. BOARD VOTES TO TRANSFER 
$1.7M FOR NEW CRESTWOOD 
STADIUM

Crestwood High School's football 
team will imminently have an 
on-campus place to play in for the 
first time ever. The school opened in 
1996.

The school board voted to transfer 
$1.7 million in capital funds to com-
plete the stadium at a special-called 
meeting in late June, bringing the 
total project cost to $5.1 million. The 
stadium will serve the Knights' foot-
ball and soccer teams, and the con-
tractor will also do some work on the 
softball field.

The lone dissenting vote, Daniel Pa-
lumbo, finance committee chairman, 
questioned the project going over 
budget, its timeline and designer's 

choice to install turf.
Administration said inflation affect-

ed the budget and that the team's 
coaching staff  preferred turf. The 
timeline for completion is mid-season, 
but specifics are subject to change ac-
cording to weather and other general 
construction delays.

The football team has always played 
its home games at Hillcrest Middle 
School in Dalzell.

2. SUMTER HIGH SALUTATORIAN 
NAMED NATIONAL MERIT 
SCHOLARSHIP FINALIST WINNER

It's one thing to be named among 
the top of  your high school class. 
Taeyoung "Aiden" Kim achieved 
something only a few thousand did 
this year nationwide and that no 
Sumter School District student has 
done in at least a decade.

Kim, Sumter High School's Class of  
2024 salutatorian, was named a Na-

tional Merit Scholarship Program Fi-
nalist winner, which is only bestowed 
on about 7,140 U.S. high school se-
niors each year.

In doing so, he earned a $1,500 
scholarship per semester to attend 
Clemson University, where he intends 
to major in biological sciences and 
eventually become a scientific re-
searcher and help create new medi-
cines to treat disease. It will supple-
ment a full-ride scholarship he re-
ceived from a local private donor in 
the Harmon Scholarship.

Kim finished No. 2 out of  about 446 
seniors at Sumter with a weighted 
GPA of  5.429, which is a 4.0 unweight-
ed. He graduated from the school's In-
ternational Baccalaureate program.

3. BOARD PASSES BUDGET WITHOUT 
MILLAGE INCREASE REQUEST, 7-1

For the first time in recent memory, 
Sumter's school board passed its up-

coming year's budget without re-
questing a millage increase from 
Sumter County Council.

The vote was 7-1, with Shawn Ragin 
as the only trustee in opposition.

As calculated, the district's spend-
ing will exceed revenues by about $3 
million, and the fund balance, or the 
district's reserves, will be used to off-
set the difference, a move the state 
legislature has been pushing.

The district's fund balance, as of  
June 30, 2023, was $51.4 million. It has 
grown in recent years, largely be-
cause of  teacher and staff  vacancies, 
from $14.4 million. The current total 
is about 4.5 months of  expenditures 
on hand. State law requires school 
districts to have at least one month of  
expenditures in reserves.

Information for this article was taken 
from reporting by Item education re-
porter Bruce Mills.

BY KAYLA GREEN
kayla@theitem.com

LEARNING AND THE BRAIN

Brent Kaneft

Cellphone bans and brains

SEE CELLPHONES, PAGE A6
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eating less healthy food, snap-
ping at your children, avoiding 
the gym, etc. This mental fa-
tigue impacts everything you 
do. What we recommend in the 
education world is monotask-
ing. Monotasking is focusing 
on one task at a time for a cer-
tain length (e.g., 20 minutes of  
self-testing, 5-minute break to 
check your notifications). It’s 
harder than it sounds!

Finally, we know through re-
search that “there is no great-
er influence on student out-
comes than teacher quality,” 
and we can easily observe how 
a cellphone becomes a barrier 
between the student and their 
greatest asset. I once heard of  
a principal who would ask in-
coming teachers, “What is the 
most important subject a stu-
dent will learn?” They always 
replied with a specific topic: 
“every student should learn 
the classics” or “every student 
in the 21st century will need to 
know how to code” or “with-

out statistics, students are ba-
sically illiterate.” While these 
were all fine, practical answers 
and all partially true, the prin-
cipal claimed that “No, it’s the 
faculty that is the most import-
ant subject a student will 
learn.”

What he meant was that the 
relationship between a student 
and a teacher has the most 
profound impact on student 
growth and development. And 
as I am sure most of  us have 
experienced, it is hard to have 
a real and positive relationship 
with someone who is constant-
ly checking their phone for re-
cent activity. While I think 
“banning” is a practice we 
should be reluctant to employ, 
at least not without deep con-
sideration, this shift in S.C. ed-
ucational policy may bear 
fruit. 

It is a shift in how we teach 
our students, but still, we have 
yet to clearly define why we 
educate our students, for what 

purpose exactly — what narra-
tive are our students living in? 
In “The End of Education,” 
Neil Postman argues that “[w]
ithout a narrative, life has no 

meaning. Without meaning, 
learning has no purpose. With-
out a purpose, schools are 
houses of  detention, not atten-
tion.” In short, this cellphone 

ban is attempting to recapture 
students’ attention. Now, what 
are we asking them to pay at-
tention to? I’ll explore that 
question in my next article.

CELLPHONES FROM PAGE A5
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Join us
Weekly

Morning Worship
10 am

Sunday School
9am

Back to School Service
Sunday, August 18th

10am

Bible Study resumes on
Wednesday, August 7th

12pm and 6pm

Financing
Available

1255 Lafayette Drive, Sumter • 775-4391
8:30am - 5:00pm Mon.-Fri. 

Since 1967

1255 Lafayette Drive, Sumter • 775-4391
8:30am - 5:00pm Mon.-Fri. 

Dixie Products

4x8 Sheet
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lasts!

Only

$1895
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11STST QUALITY SALE QUALITY SALE
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 Government

5 storylines to know from local government happenings this month

1. REZONING REQUESTS MAY BRING 
NEW BUSINESSES

A hookah lounge and another Dollar 
General are poised to get the green 
light after being approved by the Sum-
ter City-County Board of  Zoning Ap-
peals and Sumter City-County Plan-
ning Commission, respectively.

The applicant for the lounge, slated 
for 4672 Broad St., told government of-
ficials at a meeting July 10 that she has 
talked with all her potential neighbors 
in a business strip on the south side of  
Broad Street and received no objec-
tions. No alcohol will be sold on prem-
ises for on-premises consumption.

If  a Dollar General comes to fruition 
at 3555 Camden Hwy. in Dalzell, it 
would be the 21st such business in 
Sumter County.

The application indicates the store 
would be 12,480 square feet and in-
clude 50 parking spaces.

2. ABANDONED HOME DEMOLISHED
Funding from a community develop-

ment block grant, or CDBG, was re-
cently used to demolish an old, aban-
doned home in disrepair at 410 Church 
St.

Demolitions such as this tearing 
down of  the four-bedroom, three-bath-
room home with a rotted foundation 
and stairs crumbled to its cinder block 
foundations require the City of  Sumter 
having an entitlement community sta-
tus based on its population density to 
receive federal CDBG money, as well 
as property owner approval. Home-
owners retain ownership of  the land 
after the demolition is complete to re-
build as they wish.

According to the city, this Church 
Street home was the eighth demolition 
this fiscal year.

Codes Director John Macloskie said 
there are an estimated 150-200 blighted 
structures that could be covered and 

BY KAYLA GREEN
kayla@theitem.com

SEE GOVERNMENT, PAGE A8

SARAH SONNTAG / THE SUMTER ITEM
A home at 410 Church St. is demolished on Friday, June 28, made possible by the 2023-
24 Community Development Block Grant and the Sumter Pride Program.

THE
FUTURE
GOES
HERE

WilsonHall.org

Thank you for voting us 
Best Automotive Repair 

6 years in a row!

www.newmansautomotivesumter.com

• Oil Changes
• Tune-Ups
• Computer 
   Diagnostics
• Tires

• AC Service
• Brake Service &  
   Repair
• Wheel Balance
• Starters

• Radiators
• Shocks & Struts
• Belts and Hoses
• Alignments

Call Today! (803) 773-3379 www.newmansautomotivesumter.com
1109 Florence Hwy Sumter, SC, 29153
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up for demolition under a separate 
federal grant from Congressman Jim 
Clyburn's office.

3. TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS
An estimated 6,500 vehicles use the 

West Liberty Street corridor daily, a 
number that is poised to grow to 8,000 
in coming years, and improvements to 
the area should pick up steam in 2026, 
local officials say.

The area was slated as a high-priori-
ty project based on traffic and crash 
data, with intersections being the 
main place crashes have occurred be-
tween 2013 and 2016.

This corridor is one of  a handful of  
transportation projects at top of  mind 
with more than $239 million coming 
from state and federal funding as well 
as revenues remaining from the Penny 
for Progress sales tax initiative voters 
approved in 2014. It was discussed at a 
recent Sumter Area Transportation 
Study Policy Committee meeting, 
where transportation planning is dis-
cussed in front of  the public.

Other updates included:
— Engineering and right-of-way ac-

quisition work is underway for the 
Manning Avenue Bridge replacement 
project, with contracts expected to 
move forward early next year;

— Contracts are expected for a revi-
talization project for North Main 
Street in spring 2025, with right-of-way 

acquisition and utility coordination 
underway; and

— Intersection improvements at 
Broad Street and North Saint Pauls 
Church Road is expected to start to 
move forward in summer 2025.

4. NO TAX INCREASE IN CITY BUDGET
The city's new budget cycle started 

July 1, and it was passed balanced 
with no tax increase.

Last year's budget did include an 
increase to the millage rate, which is 
the formula used to calculate proper-
ty taxes, the first increase in 15 
years.

5. WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
UPGRADES COMING

State funding will bring improve-
ments to the Pocotaligo Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Bio Solids Drying 
Plant, which treats wastewater from 
Sumter and Mayesville before it is dis-
charged into the Pocotaligo River and 
converts sludge into a low-grade mar-
ketable soil enhancer.

Sumter City Council approved $1.2 
million for the installation and startup 
of  dust hazard safety upgrade equip-
ment, which is needed in the treat-
ment process.

The plant has a daily capacity of  24 
million gallons, and it collects, treats 
and discharges close to 5 billion gal-
lons of  wastewater annually.

Information for this article was taken 
from reporting by Item government re-
porters Deirdre Currin and (former) 
Bryn Eddy.

GOVERNMENT
FROM PAGE A7

See our award-winning team at 

MyBOC.bank

Best Mortgage Lender
Mary Ann Morris

Best Loan Officer
Stephen Williamson

We did it... Again!
Bank of Clarendon was voted Best Bank in Sumter and Clarendon

for the � fth year in a row. We’re honored to be a part of your

� nancial journey. From personal banking to mortgages and commercial 

lending, our award-winning team is ready to get you there.
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BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
When it is hot outside and you are 

trying to keep your home cool, here are 
some things you can do that are free 
and some others that are simple and in-
expensive. 

OPERATE THERMOSTAT EFFICIENTLY

— Set your thermostat at a tempera-
ture you find comfortable and that pro-
vides humidity control, if  needed. The 
smaller the difference between the in-
door and outdoor temperatures, the 
lower your overall cooling bill will be.

— Keep your house warmer than 
normal when you are away, and lower 
the thermostat setting when you return 
home and need cooling. A programma-
ble thermostat allows you to do this au-

tomatically and without sacrificing 
comfort. Visit www.energy.gov/ener-
gysaver/programmable-thermostats.

— Avoid setting your thermostat at a 
colder setting than normal when you 
first turn on your air conditioner. It 
will not cool your home any faster and 
could result in excessive cooling and 
unnecessary expense.

FANS AND VENTILATION STRATEGIES
— Turn off  ceiling fans when you 

leave the room. Remember that fans 
cool people, not rooms, by creating a 
wind chill effect.

— Circulating fans including ceiling 
fans, table fans, floor fans and fans 
mounted to poles or walls create a wind 
chill effect that will make you more 
comfortable in your home, even if  it’s 

also cooled by natural ventilation or air 
conditioning.

— When you shower or take a bath, 
use the bathroom fan to remove heat 
and humidity from your home. Your 
laundry room might also benefit from 
spot ventilation. Find ENERGY STAR 
ventilating fans at www.energystar.gov/
products/ventilation_fans.

KEEP COOLING SYSTEM  
RUNNING EFFICIENTLY

— For maximum energy affordabili-
ty, schedule regular maintenance for 
your cooling equipment.

— Avoid placing lamps or TV sets 
near your room air-conditioning ther-
mostat. The thermostat senses heat 
from these appliances, which can cause 
the air conditioner to run longer than 
necessary. 

— Learn additional tips for operating 
a room air conditioner efficiently at 
www.energy.gov/energysaver/
room-air-conditioners.

— Vacuum your air intake vents reg-
ularly to remove any dust buildup. En-
sure that furniture and other objects 

are not blocking the airflow through 
your registers.

USE YOUR WINDOWS  
TO KEEP OUT HEAT

— Install window coverings to pre-
vent heat gain through your windows 
during the day. Visit www.energy.gov/
energysaver/energy-efficient-win-
dow-coverings.

KEEP HOT AIR OUT
— Seal cracks and openings to pre-

vent warm air from leaking into your 
home. Visit www.energy.gov/energysav-
er/air-sealing-your-home.

— Add caulk or weatherstripping to 
seal air leaks around doors and win-
dows. Find how to select and apply the 
appropriate caulk at www.energy.gov/
energysaver/caulking. Learn how to se-
lect and apply weatherstripping at 
www.energy.gov/energysaver/weather-
stripping. 

Find other ways to improve the ener-
gy efficiency of  your windows at www.
energy.gov/energysaver/update-or-re-
place-windows.

U.S. Dept. of Energy provides tips 
on keeping your home cooler
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High school students – get a head start at CCTC!
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 Sumter classics

Sumter’s Sylvia Jo’s serves up beloved classic Southern foods

The sound of  sizzling burg-

ers and chatting locals 

greets you at the door of  

Sylvia Jo’s restaurant.

At 541 E. Liberty St. in Sumter, the 
classic “hometown diner” has served 
up beloved Southern dishes like fried 
chicken and burgers for seven years 
and continues to bring in loyal locals.

Sumter native and diner owner 
Amber Spencer started on her restau-
rant journey at 19 years old. She ran a 
restaurant right next door to what 
would later be Sylvia Jo’s for nearly 
three years until she had to give it up.

“I didn’t know what I was doing. All I 
knew was how to cook,” Spencer said. 

That did not stop her, as she contin-
ued on her cooking journey, working at 
various restaurants and strengthening 
her business expertise. Then, in 2017, 
the opportunity presented itself  for 
Spencer to rent out the space where 
Hanna’s Grill, a childhood favorite of  
hers, previously existed. 

“My heart has always been in cook-
ing, and the opportunity presented it-
self  … and so [I] did that.”

She explained the diner is named 
after her “Grandmama” Sylvia Jo, 
whom she credited for her passion for 

BY SARAH SONNTAG
sarah@theitem.com

PHOTOS BY SARAH SONNTAG / THE SUMTER ITEM
Sylvia Jo’s was started in 2017 by Sumter native Amber Spencer. The diner is named after her grandma, Sylvia Jo, who inspired a love 
of cooking in Spencer at a young age. The restaurant serves up classic Southern comfort foods like fried chicken and onion rings Mon-
day through Friday, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m., on Liberty Street in Sumter. SEE SYLVIA JO’S, PAGE A13
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 Sumter’s Next Generation

Next Generation News Editor 
Maple reflects on 1 year of 
Generation Z-focused series

Time flies when you’re hav-

ing fun. 
It feels like yesterday that 

the first issue of  Sumter’s Next Gener-
ation was released to the public. On 
Aug. 2, 2023, I, along with The Item’s 
graphic designer Cary Howard, Execu-
tive Editor Kayla Green, Publisher 
Vince Johnson and former videogra-
pher Richie Weber, witnessed the 
fruits of  our hard work during 
the American Press Institute’s 
Table Stakes Local News 
Transformation Program come 
to fruition. 

We understood not every-
one’s youth is defined by score-
boards and white-striped fields 
— mine definitely wasn’t. 
Many students in our commu-
nity make exceptional strides 
in academics, the arts, STEAM, 
career readiness and general excel-
lence — but did not traditionally re-
ceive the same media coverage as their 
athletic peers. Sumter’s Next Genera-
tion was our way of  filling that void 
voiced by many in our community and 
serves as a natural extension of  what 
we pride our organization on: telling 
the full story of  our communities, not 
just the bad. 

The public reception of  the series 
was beyond what we could’ve imag-
ined.

Within the first few days of  our first 
feature on Sumter High’s Jordyn Mihl-
bauer posting to Instagram, our reel 
reached 6,944% more non-followers 
than average. The series’ longevity 
was cemented in the admiration and 
pride our community and folks across 
the platform had for these young trail-
blazers. There was an eagerness to cel-
ebrate their achievements and aspira-
tions, and our youth were excited to 
stand alongside their athletic peers in 
the century-plus-long legacy of  The 
Sumter Item. A portion of  our commu-
nity that was once underserved is now 

receiving well-deserved recognition. 
Since that day, we have published 20 

narratives detailing how the next gen-
eration is shaping our future in fields 
such as arts and entertainment, fire-
fighting, medicine, environmental 
sustainability and more. While every 
feature has a special place in my 
heart and every student will be equal-
ly as important to me, my most mem-
orable feature has to be Jordyn’s. It’s 

where we got our foothold, 
where we mapped out how we 
would pull off  a bi-weekly 
print and video series, where 
we brainstormed how we 
would make this a success — 
where I challenged myself  to 
write in a language and 
length that resonated with 
Gen Z. That first feature is 
where my nerves were most 
present because this was new 

for me, new for Sumter, and I wanted 
our mission to be conveyed with sin-
cerity and devotion. It was that first 
feature that started it all for us — and 
for our youth. 

Our young folks have received na-
tional recognition, being talked about 
on platforms like Better News — a 
project powered by API to highlight 
the best practices of  journalism, pro-
vide guidance on important issues fac-
ing news organizations and share im-
portant lessons from participants of  
the Tables Stakes Program — and the 
It’s All Journalism podcast. 

Our series alumni have gone on to 
receive state proclamations for their 
hard work, prepare for the opening of  
their second theater production, be 
named their school’s valedictorian and 
reach great heights. In conversations 
with these students, many have shared 
how their confidence has soared since 
their feature was published. They’ve 
also mentioned how new opportunities 
have emerged within the community, 

Alaysha Maple

SEE NEXT GENERATION, PAGE A12

RICHIE WEBER / THE SUMTER ITEM
Jordyn Mihlbauer was the first person featured in Sumter’s Next Generation in August 
2023. The Sumter High School graduate was the senior class vice president and was in-
volved in many extracurricular activities. She now attends USC in Columbia, majoring in 
information science.

Charles Pulcher 
moved to Sumter 
in 2022 and has 
embraced the 
change and cama-
raderie of the 
Sumter and Shaw 
community. He 
was featured in 
Next Generation 
in April.

ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER 
ITEM

Crestwood High 
School Senior 
Class President 
and Marching 
Band Drum Major 
Jonathan Single-
ton shared his 
passion and pur-
pose of pursuing 
music throughout 
high school and 
going into college 
in a February edi-
tion of Next Gen-
eration.

ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER 
ITEM
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allowing them to further their aspi-
rations, contribute in meaningful 
ways and be a source of  inspiration 
for younger students. 

In addition to expanding our 
reach to new audiences, our team 
has also expanded. Zac Hooks, vid-
eographer, and Adam Flash, pho-
tographer, were brought on weeks 
after the series launched. Together, 
we have had the privilege of  watch-
ing students blossom from being 
ridden with nerves to exuding 
great confidence. 

Being a native of  Sumter and 
writing about students who remind 
me of my younger self  — hopeful, 
driven and vying for a way to share 
that passion with the world — has 
been an incredibly fulfilling experi-
ence. Coming back from college to 
serve my community in a way I 
had never thought possible but 
now can’t imagine myself  not 
doing has been a dream come true. 
Sumter’s Next Generation has had 
a significant impact on me as a 
writer and a community member, 
making me conscious of  how I can 
be a resource to the next genera-

tion. It’s important to be aware of  
that responsibility and to embrace 
it fully. 

And at the core of  Sumter’s Next 
Generation, that’s what it's about. 
Our goal is to provide these stu-
dents with a platform to be appre-
ciated by their community in a way 
they hadn’t been before. This se-
ries has not only allowed me to re-
flect on the optimism and potential 
of  our youth, but also reinforce the 
role we, as a newspaper and com-
munity members, play in nurtur-
ing and showcasing their talents. 

Seeing the positive changes and 
the tangible impacts of  these stu-
dents’ lives reaffirms the impor-
tance of  giving youth the space to 
express their aspirations and suc-
cesses. I couldn’t be prouder to be a 
part of  a platform with such a 
meaningful purpose. 

One year down, many more to 
go.

New episodes, in print and video, 
publish twice a month. Go to www.
theitem.com/nextgen to read previ-
ous features and Instagram @sum-
teritem to watch previous episodes.

ZAC HOOKS / THE SUMTER ITEM
Ninja Warrior Carleigh Fraser was featured in Sumter’s Next Generation in December 2023. She 
qualified for the Ultimate Ninja Athletic Association’s World Finals in Orlando, Florida, that year 
after being involved in the sport for about a decade. She competed against athletes from the 
United States, Australia, Canada, China, United Kingdom, Guam, Hong Kong, Italy, Philippines, 
Poland and Puerto Rico and finished 13th in the world for female ninja warriors ages 16 to 39.

NEXT GENERATION FROM PAGE A11
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PHOTOS BY SARAH SONNTAG / THE SUMTER ITEM
Sylvia Jo’s restaurant aims to make customers feel at home and be able to find the kind 
of food their mama would have made for them.

cooking. She said, “I spent lots of  time 
with my grandmama as a child. Every-
body else had friends. I had my grand-
mama.”

The delicious food served at the 
diner is also somewhat inspired by 
Spencer’s grandmother, she said, ex-
plaining, “[My grandmama] never did 
anything extravagant. [Her food] was 
just always simple and good.”

Spencer follows in her grand-
mother’s footsteps, serving up good old 
“country cooking,” with her signature 
dish being the cheeseburger basket. 
Spencer’s secret to such a famously 
good meal is making every item home-

made and to her customers’ liking. 
Hamburger patties and fries are 
shaped, cut and cooked fresh daily at 
the restaurant. Spencer, who loves a 
challenge, even goes so far as to ask 
customers exactly how they want their 
food so she can fix it the way their 
“mama” would have. 

Along with cheeseburgers, Sylvia 
Jo’s serves onion rings, fried chicken, 
pork and rice and much more Monday 
through Friday, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m., as hot-
and-ready items on their buffet or 
made fresh to order. Spencer empha-
sized that her diner puts the “home” in 
home cooking. 

“We’re a big family,” she said. “We 
try to make everybody feel important 
that walks through the door. We want 
people to feel at home here.”

SYLVIA JO’S
FROM PAGE A10

33 West Liberty Street • Downtown Sumter •18 N. Brooks Street • Downtown Manning
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Penny for Progress projects 
support Sumter’s economic 
development, group leader says

Recruiting national and global in-
dustrial companies to set up shop in 
Sumter County is a catapult for the ar-
ea’s economic prosperity.

When voters said no to a 1% in-
crease in sales tax to support millions 
in capital improvement projects 
during the next seven years in 2022, 
the team responsible for getting such 
companies to move here lost two years 
of  progress.

Sumter Economic Development 
wants the vote to go the other way this 
November. Among the 30 projects, 
which were recently finalized by a 
committee then approved by Sumter 
County Council, that will be on Sum-

ter voters’ ballots in an all-or-nothing 
referendum is $3.5 million that would 
be used for two projects to bolster the 
city-county entity's ability to bring in 
companies and create new jobs.

DIRECT IMPACTS ON ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

If  the Penny for Progress initiative 
passes this fall, $2 million of  revenues 
from the capital penny sales tax would 
go toward industrial infrastructure to 
construct a 200,000-square-foot “pad 
ready” industrial site with options to 
expand for industrial recruitment.
Work would include earth work, site 
work and civil engineering to prepare 
a property so that when a company 
does want to build in Sumter, a site is 
ready to break ground, according to 

Jay Schwedler, president and CEO at 
TheLink Economic Alliance and Sum-
ter Economic Development/Sumter-
EDGE.

The other $1.5 million would go to-
ward property acquisition “to make 
sure we have enough certified indus-
trial property in our portfolio,” 
Schwedler said.

“It takes a long time to prepare an 
industrial site,” he said. “It’s different 
than commercial or retail (sites) that 
need a 4,000 (square-foot) footprint.”

Industrial and manufacturing com-
panies need to complete an endan-
gered species report and wetlands 

 Election 2024

BY KAYLA GREEN
kayla@theitem.com

ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM 
VAC company leaders and local and state officials attended the groundbreaking ceremo-
ny for eVAC Magnetics in Pocotaligo Industrial Park off U.S. 521 recently.

SEE PENNY, PAGE A15
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Tankless Water Heaters
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2190 Storage Road 
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www.airsolutionssc.com
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analysis, a “whole host of due diligence. 
And they want that already done. … If  
you haven’t done that, you’re cut.”

The footprints of  Continental and 
others, most recently eVAC, a magnet-
ic materials and solutions developer, 
“all of  these wins, even down to com-
mercial and retail to some degree, 
have all been as a result of  prior 
penny passages. We had some of  these 
projects to some degree on the 2022 
referendum,” Schwedler said.

In November 2022, after passing the 
previous two projects lists in 2008 and 
2014, the initiative failed to secure ma-
jority support by 469 votes out of  a 
total of  nearly 27,400 votes cast. More 
than 100 came from one precinct, a 
rural area bordering Florence County. 
More than 2,000 ballots had the refer-
endum question blank.

“Yes, we won eVAC, but we don’t 
have the sites ready had we gotten the 
2022 ballot,” Schwedler said. “We’ve 
lost two years of  work.”

INDIRECT IMPACTS 
FOR COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT

While only two of  the 30 proposed 

projects are directly related to buying 
or preparing property to be ready for a 
company to begin building, it’s all con-
nected, Schwedler said.

Spending $1 million on facility up-
grades at Sumter Airport would allow 
for more taxi at a commute point often 
used by current and prospective indus-
try leaders. Recreation and other quali-
ty-of-life projects entice companies to 
want to invest in the community.

“People want a good quality of  life. 
Our clients, global industrial players, 
they appreciate our parks,” Schwedler 

said. “Our tennis center is a political 
football because people are upset, 
rightly so, that our roads have pot-
holes but we are building and paving 
walking trails and tennis complexes … 
but the penny isn’t the fix-all for ev-
erything.”

The proposed list does include $1.75 
million for intersection safety, $21 
million for county paving and resur-
facing projects, $6 million for con-
struction on U.S. 378, $10 million for a 
state road resurfacing match, $1.2 
million for repaving on Pinewood 

Road, $1.5 million for redesign and 
streetscaping on Harvin Street, 
$300,000 for Pinewood sidewalks and 
an additional $3.5 million for commu-
nity sidewalks and activity paths. The 
city and county do not own all the 
roads, so other projects can take lon-
ger if  state and/or federal approval, 
planning and funding are required.

“The penny is an opportunity that 
is too good to pass up for all of  us as 
a community. Not every project will 
appeal to every person,” Schwedler 
said.

He said between 32% to 46% of  reve-
nue generated from previous penny 
initiatives came from people who don’t 
live in Sumter County. It “levels the 
playing field” so that people passing 
through or visiting help fund these 
projects “rather than only citizens 
paying the tab for things that we need 
in the community.”

“Preparation is not driven by the 
goodwill of  a community’s citizenry. It 
is driven by efforts the community 
makes to prepare to position the com-
munity for growth, and that is done 
ahead of  time,” he said. “And that is 
why the penny is so critical. It allows 
us to do these projects without raising 
property taxes.”

PENNY FROM PAGE A14 TOP 10 INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYERS IN SUMTER COUNTY
COMPANY   PRODUCT
Continental Tire the Americas  Passenger and light truck tires
Pilgrim’s Inc.   Fresh and frozen poultry
Becton Dickinson & Co.  Disposable blood collection devices-medical 
Thompson Construction Group Industrial cleaning services provider
Eaton Electrical   Electrical distribution equipment
Sylvamo    Office paper
Caterpillar Hydraulics  Hydraulic cylinders for heavy equipment
SKF    Precision bearings
EMS Chemie   Polymers, nylon resins and plastics
Sumter Packaging Corp.  Corrugated boxes and custom packaging
Source: SumterEDGE

TIME TO 
MOVE ON
It’s not you. It’s me.

803.773.6689  I  438 N. Main St   I   Sumter, SC 29150
hillplumbingandair.com

HEATING & AIR SERVICES • PLUMBING SERVICES 
WATER HEATERS • MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

Upgrade your HVAC!
& receive free duct cleaning
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New initiatives coming to Shepherd Center this year

Did you know the Shepherd Center 
of  Sumter has been in our community 
for 42 years? Few people are aware of  
its existence or recognize the unique 
services it offers. The center is open to 
all those who are 50 years of  age and 
older. It is an all-volunteer-operated 
nonprofit organization which offers 
classes, social gatherings and fellow-
ship, lunches, recreational activities 
and trips to places throughout South 
Carolina and beyond. Annual dues are 
minimal. 

The Shepherd Center can help you 
stay connected, grow your social net-
work and keep you active. It is a 
known fact that spending time doing 
something you enjoy with people you 
like enhances your quality of  life.

 The Shepherd’s Center concept and 
ideas for programs began with Elbert 
Cole in Kansas City, Missouri, when 
Pat Bynum and Helen Propst heard 
Dr. Cole’s ideas. They returned to 
Sumter, and in 1982, Bynum, Propst 
and 11 sponsoring churches opened its 
doors at Trinity United Methodist 
Church. Mary Garland Roddey was 
elected its first director, and from that 
day forward, the center has provided 
services to more than 15,000 seniors. 
However, in the last five years, many 
residents have forgotten what the 
Shepherd Center has to offer, and the 
COVID-19 pandemic caused huge re-
ductions in membership. With new life 
and a strong commitment, it is now 
time to rejoin the center and find the 
activity that excites you. Jeanette Ri-
vera-Smith, volunteer director, has 
been at the helm for 16 years, and with 
her board of  10, they expect to revital-
ize the organization with your help. 

Adventures in Learning is just one 
focus of  the program. It provides an 
array of  classes, such as gardening 
and flower arrangements, crafts, exer-
cise, current events, retirement plan-
ning and health information. Anyone 

with talent who would like to volun-
teer in an activity is welcomed; classes 
are usually held each Thursday for 
eight weeks. After the Adventure in 
Learning classes, lunches are offered 
each Thursday followed with fun en-
tertainment, games or special speak-
ers. 

Recreation is available based on 
your interest. For example, if  you 
enjoy eating out, weekly lunches are 
arranged. If  you like bowling or pick-
leball, groups are formed, and if  
games are your choice, then you will 
find them at the Shepherd’s Center. Of  
course, there are always line dancing 

BY ANITA KIESLICH

New members, volunteers 
welcome to join group for 
everyone 50 and older

PHOTOS PROVIDED
The Shepherd Center in Sumter offers weekly meals for older adults on Thursdays after Adventures in Learning classes.

RIGHT: A group from the Shepherd Center 
traveled to Boston recently to visit the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum.

 Get involved

SEE CENTER, PAGE A17
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and exercise classes as part of  Ad-
ventures in Learning. 

Because travel is often difficult for 
older residents, both day trips and 
long tours are available. The day 
trips include visits within a two-

hour radius (the Statehouse, Mepkin 
Abbey, Billy Graham Museum, 
Francis Marion Planetarium, Brook-
green Gardens) where you get to 
learn more about your state while 
enjoying fellowship and a delicious 
lunch. Longer trips provide you a 
climate-controlled coach while visit-
ing specific areas of  the United 

States. Some highlights have been 
four to seven days in Asheville, Sa-
vannah, New York City, the Amish 
country, Vermont, Boston and Niag-
ara Falls.

Long-time members have voiced 
accolades about the center and en-
courage others to join. With the 
2024-25 program year, new initia-

tives are being implemented, mak-
ing it easier for participation and 
hopefully volunteerism. Anyone in-
terested in learning more about the 
Shepherd’s Center is asked to pick 
up a newsletter at Sumter County 
Library, Parks and Recreation Cen-
ter, Swan Lake Gardens or at many 
local churches. 

CENTER FROM PAGE A16

Summer fun also offered for Sumter’s older adults

Summer is the time to have fun and 
stay busy. 

However, about a quarter of  
American seniors suffer from loneli-
ness and social isolation — the very 
factors that seriously impact their 
mental health, according to the 
World Health Organization. Older 
adults are at an increased risk of  
depression, anxiety and dementia 
under prolonged periods of  isola-
tion, which is why as the summer 
progresses it is important to keep in 
mind how we can keep our older 
loved ones active and engaged. 
Luckily, Sumter offers various pro-
grams tailored just for them.

SUMTER SENIOR SERVICES 
Sumter Senior Services, at 119 S. 

Sumter St., offers a variety of  pro-
grams and activity spaces year ’round 
for older adults who are members of  
the center. According to Gail Wilson, 
executive director of  SSS, the center 
is open five days a week, and people 
can visit four hours each day. The 
center offers an exercise program, 
crochet group, daily devotions and a 
pool room. Monthly trips are hosted 
to fun locations, including shopping 
malls or farmers markets around or 
near Sumter. People ages 60 and over 
who are not members of  the center 
can also participate in the exercise 
and art and crafts programs or use 
the exercise room independently. For 
more information on programs or to 
join Sumter Senior Services, call (803) 
773-5508. 

YMCA OF SUMTER 
The YMCA, at 510 Miller Road, offers 

the SilverSneakers program for people 
65 years and older. This is an easy, 

slow-paced workout program for those 
who want to stay in shape this summer. 
It runs every week from Monday to 
Thursday at 11:15 a.m. Members of  this 
program can apply for a SilverSneaker 
membership, which some insurances 
will pay for. The Active Older Adult 
program, which offers activities such 
as Bible study and movie nights, is 
paused for the summer but will resume 
in the fall.

HOPE CENTERS
All three Sumter HOPE Centers 

have opportunities and programs tai-
lored for older adults this summer. 

North HOPE Center, at 904 N. Main 
St., offers aerobics on Mondays and 
Fridays from 8 to 9 a.m., according to 
Wayne Russ, assistant manager at the 
center. On Monday, the program fea-
tures chair aerobics that aid mobility 
and strength with the chair acting as 

balance support. On Friday, seniors 
can participate in line dancing and 
other aerobic exercises. More activi-
ties include crocheting and jewelry 
making on the first and second Tues-
day of  every month, bingo on the third 
Tuesday and either card playing, 
crotcheting or jewelry making on the 
fourth Tuesday. All Tuesday activities 
are held from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. The 
center also offers pickleball for visi-
tors of  all ages from 9:30 a.m. to noon 
every Tuesday and 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
every Wednesday.

Birnie HOPE Center, at 210 S. Purdy 
St., hosts a senior quilting and cro-
cheting class every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m, ac-
cording to Leon Myer, assistant man-
ager of  the center. It also has extended 
hours for summer pickleball, offered 
to all ages, on Monday and Wednesday 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

South HOPE Center, at 125 S. Lafay-
ette Drive, holds crocheting classes 
every Wednesday from 1 to 4 p.m., ac-
cording to Tyrone Nixon, manager at 
the center. It also offers two activities 
for those interested in games, one of  
them a card group that meets every 
Tuesday and Thursday from 12:30 to 4 
p.m. The other game group is a trio-
minos group, which plays the varia-
tion of  dominoes every Monday at 
12:30 p.m.

SUMTER COUNTY RECREATION  
AND PARKS DEPARTMENT

While the department does not offer 
programs strictly for older adults 
during the summer, it does offer a fan 
favorite, pickleball, hosted every Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at 155 Haynsworth St. in the 
gymnasium. The department offers se-
nior-specific programs between the 
fall and spring that will return Mon-
day, Aug. 5.

BY SARAH SONNTAG
sarah@theitem.com
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Our presence is worth more than our words
How often do you encoun-

ter someone in your life 

struggling? It might be 

every day or  it might be every 

week, but I am fairly certain each 

of  us knows people in our life who 

are hurting. They may have a 

minor setback in their lives, like a 

temporary illness or a disappoint-

ment with a situation at their 

place of  employment. But some 

who are hurting in our lives are 

facing much larger challenges, 

like a terminal illness or the loss 

of  someone they 

loved dearly.
 When we confront 

someone who is 
struggling, it is 
human nature to 
want to say some-
thing to let them 
know we care. Our 
hope is that our 
words will comfort 

them in some small 
way. My conviction is that often what 
we say is not helpful. In fact, some-
times our words might even do dam-
age. Kate Bowler is a professor at 
Duke University, and several years ago 
she authored a helpful book called Ev-
erything “Happens for a Reason: And 
Other Lies I Have Loved.” Dr. Bowler 

was diagnosed with stage four colon 
cancer when she was in her early 30s 
and her young son was 2 years old. In 
her book, she tells stories of  things 
people said to her and her husband 
that were meant for good but were not 
received that way. One of  her stories is 
of  her husband greeting someone at 
the door who brought a casserole for 
the family. When the well-intentioned 
neighbor is walking away, they com-
ment to her husband, “You know, ev-
erything happens for a reason!” Not 
meaning to be ungrateful but over-
come by pain, he responds, “Well, I 
wish I knew what the reason was!”

 It is one thing to believe God has a 
plan for our lives and for our world. It 
is quite a different thing to use that be-
lief  as a means of  explaining someone 
else’s circumstance. 

 Kate Bowler’s sincere and thought-
ful guide led us to a theme for our 
summer preaching series titled, 
“Things We Say We Aren’t Sure We 
Mean.” In exploring these phrases, we 
discuss how we should focus more on 
being present with someone in a time 
of  need rather than always thinking 
we must have the right words to say. 
Not every quiet moment needs to be 
filled with our “words of  wisdom.” As 
a minister friend of  mine once said, 
“The only thing you have to say to 
someone is ‘I came as soon as I 
heard!’” The gift of  our presence with 
them, our sincerity, is worth more 
than we can say. 

Stewart Rawson is the pastor of  First 
Presbyterian Church in Downtown 
Sumter.

Pastor Stewart 
Rawson

 Religion

Meet the Moms of Sumter 
Addicts Prayer Group

In 2022, nearly 60% of  Americans 
over the age of  12 used illicit drugs, al-
cohol or tobacco products within the 
previous month, according to the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration. Of  this group, 
nearly 20% reported having a sub-
stance abuse disorder within the last 
year. 

With the prevalence of  such diseas-
es, it is important to remember sub-
stance abuse disorders are not only 
physically and mentally difficult for 
those suffering with them, but also 
their loved ones who wish to see them 
safe and happy. 

That is why Kristen Morgan founded 
Moms of  Sumter Addicts, or MOSA 
Prayer Group. 

Morgan, a mother of  four, moved to 
Sumter six years ago. Freshly in a new 

location, she was shocked to learn that 
two of  her sons were struggling with 
drug and alcohol addictions. Feeling 
alone in her realization and with “zero 
support system,” Morgan searched for 
support in her church and the local Al-
coholics Anonymous (Al-Anon) family 
group for nearly three years, but she 
realized what she personally needed 
most was not yet available in Sumter 
— a group specifically for mothers of  
addicts.

“It just hit a point where I was like, 
‘I need moms’ because when you go [to 
Al-Anon], it can be for any family or 
friend, and I just started seeing the dif-
ferent dynamic between having a 
spouse who is an alcoholic versus 
being a mom,” she explained. “That's 
kind of  how the group started.”

Morgan emphasized MOSA is not a 
place to complain or speak badly about 

BY SARAH SONNTAG
sarah@theitem.com

PHOTO PROVIDEDSEE MOSA, PAGE A19
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family members. It is a place to share 
the ups and downs of  having an child 
who is addicted, thanking God for all 
victories — both big and small — in 
their child's recovery and asking for 
His guidance along the way. 

“I believe God can change things, 
and He often does,” Morgan explained.

MOSA prayer group met for the first 
time in February with one member and 
has steadily grown since. The whole 
group meets the second Thursday of  
every month from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Birnie HOPE Center at 210 S. Purdy St.

Holding the meetings at the HOPE 
Center rather than a specific church 
prevents those looking to attend meet-
ings or join the group from feeling ex-
cluded.

“I want any mother of  any age, of  
any race, of  any denomination [to join 
the group],” Morgan said.

Morgan emphasized MOSA is for 
prayer but also for bonding outside of  
the group as well. Sometimes, people 
are afraid to share their struggles with 
their children's disorders with people 
who might not understand. The group 
aims to build a support network of  
women living through similar situa-
tions, Morgan explained. 

“My biggest thing is you're not alone. 
This whole [group] came from my per-
ception that I was alone,” she said. “It's 
a hard journey, and just knowing that 
there are other people there, too, it just 
makes it a little easier.”

Anyone interested in joining Moth-
ers of  Sumter Addicts can simply show 
up to a meeting or email mosa.prayer@
gmail.com. There is no membership 
cost.

MOSA FROM PAGE A18 Sumter Opera House to appear 
on big screen in September in  
5th ‘God’s Not Dead’ installment

If  you watch "God’s Not Dead: In 
God We Trust,” coming to theaters 
Sept. 12, you might see something or 
someone familiar.

Earlier this year, 400 people from 
Sumter and surrounding states an-
swered the call to be extras in the 
filming of  parts of  the movie at 
Sumter’s own opera house. This fall 
they will be able to see their hard 
work come to fruition in theaters.

The fifth installment of  the "God’s 
Not Dead" franchise will center on 
politics, as the Rev. David "Dave" 
Hill, played by actor and producer 
David A.R. White, fights to keep reli-
gion in public policy by running 
against an old enemy in a battle for 
office.

According to earlier reporting 
from The Item, producer Brenton 
Earley, alongside producers Michael 
Scott, Shawn Broskie, White and di-
rector Vance Null, shared that Sum-
ter Opera House is what made Sum-
ter a prized location to film.

The historic opera house was the 
backdrop for a congressional debate 
between Hill and antagonist Robert 
Benson, played by William Forsythe. 
South Carolina natives may recog-
nize other pieces of  scenery in the 
film from Rock Hill and Fort Mill, 
plus some surrounding areas where 
the movie was filmed.

The American Christian drama 
series focuses on Hill as he argues 
the reality of  God through various 
occurrences in modern society, and 
the main characters are meant to 
present proof  of  their beliefs, ac-
cording to earlier reporting. This 
film stars White; Ray Wise, best 
known for his role as Leland Palmer 
in "Twin Peaks"; Samaire Arm-
strong, who appeared on "The O.C."; 
Australian Christian rock band 
Newsboys; former Arkansas Gov. 
Mike Huckabee; Isaiah Washington, 

who played Dr. Burke on "Grey's 
Anatomy"; Scott Baio, who starred 
on "Happy Days" and "Charles in 
Charge"; Dean Cain, who played 
Clark Kent/Superman in "Lois & 
Clark: The New Adventures of  Su-

perman"; and Ted McGinley, who 
starred in "Married With Children."

Of  the five films already a part of  
the "God's Not Dead" series, this is 
the only one to feature South Caroli-
na, not to mention Sumter.

BY DEIRDRE CURRIN
deirdre@theitem.com

PHOTOS BY ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM
Parts of “God’s Not Dead: In God We Trust,” the fifth installment in the movie series, 
were filmed at Sumter Opera House on Tuesday, April 16, using hundreds of Sumter 
locals as audience member extras in the background of a debate scene.
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Thanks for voting

Best Individual Dentist
2 YEARS IN A ROW!

Thanks for votingThanks for votingThanks for votingThanks for votingThanks for votingThanks for voting

Best Individual DentistBest Individual DentistBest Individual DentistBest Individual DentistBest Individual DentistBest Individual DentistBest Individual DentistBest Individual Dentist
Capers LeeCapers Lee

Family Oriented • Warm, Friendly Atmosphere 
Painless Experience • Crowns • Smile Enhancement • Preventative Care

Dr. R. Capers Lee & Dr. Hunter Lee

Like us on Facebook

Come visit the Dental Team family!

803.494.8466
5635 Broad Street Ext. Sumter, SC 29150

 (on the corner of 378 & 441)

www.DentalTeamofSumter.com
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Dana Olivia

773-1481 1-888-979-2533
950 N. Main Street • Sumter, SC • www.mclaughlinford.com

Schedule a test drive today!

LET OUR SERVICE LET OUR SERVICE 
TEAM TAKE CARE TEAM TAKE CARE 

OF YOU!OF YOU!

WE OFFER A RANGE OF SERVICE ITEMSWE OFFER A RANGE OF SERVICE ITEMS
ROUTINE MAINTENANCE:
Oil & filter replacement
Brake service
Fluid level check & correction
Multi-point inspection
And more 

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS:
HVAC service
Engine tune-up
Transmission repair
Belt & hose replacement
And more

Our goal is to provide quick and efficient 

service, allowing you to spend less time 

relaxing in our comfortable client lounge  

and more time enjoying life behind the  

wheel of a Ford.

SEE US FOR YOUR 
BRAKES, TIRES AND 

BATTERY NEEDS
Your one stop shop!
64 years in business and 

still moving forward!
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Take a ride with Sumter Cruisers Classic Car Club

The first cars ever made hit 

the roads in the late 1800s. 

They were, and still are, a 

topic of  great fascination for 

many people, whether it be about 

their design, speed or technology.

In order to fuel this fascination and 
bring together car enthusiasts, the 
first major American car show was 
hosted by Automobile Club of  Ameri-
ca in 1900 at New York City’s Madi-
son Square Garden, according to the 
New England Auto Museum. Since 
then, car clubs have revved up across 
the nation for car enthusiasts to meet 
and show off  the latest innovations 
in car technology or commemorate 
and upkeep cars of  the past. One 
such club was created in Sumter al-

most 30 years ago.
The Sumter Cruisers Classic Car 

Club was the first of  its kind in Sum-
ter, founded in 1997 by a small group 
of  classic car enthusiasts. The original 
founders include Dave Marcella, 
Tommy Smith, Larry Brunson, John 
Coward and Jesse Robertson, accord-
ing to Bobby Beatson Jr., current pres-
ident of  the club.

“The reason for the original found-
ing of  the club was to give car enthusi-
asts, especially classic car enthusiasts, 
a way to show their cars and to have a 
meeting place,” Beatson Jr. said.

A passion for classic cars may have 
brought the group together, but their 
bonds are deeper than that. Many 
members are deeply invested, lifelong 
members, such as the late Jack Sand-
ers and the late Kenneth McInnis Sr. 
Their wives, Debbie Sanders and Bren-
da McInnis, respectively, still frequent 

BY SARAH SONNTAG
sarah@theitem.com

PHOTOS PROVIDED
From left: In the front row, Sumter Cruisers Classic Car Club members are Bobby Porter, Larry Brunson, Tommy Hickson, David Marcella with his wife, Andrea, behind him, Bobby 
Beatson Sr., Jerry Brunson, John Tuttle and John Coward, with his wife, Hilda, behind him. In the back are Harold Hodge, Dan Daniel, Buddy Avin, Kenny McInnis, Michael Avin, Jim 
Richardson, Mark Hodges, Mike Staley and William Baker. The club started in 1997 for the group to share their love of classic cars. It has nonprofit status and gives back to Sumter 
United Ministries, Sumter Fireside Fund and pregnancy centers. It hosts two formal car shows each year. 

SEE CRUISERS, PAGE A23
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the club meetings because of the tight 
connections they built with members 
through the years, according to Beatson 
Jr. He explained he really wanted to 
honor these committed, lifelong mem-
bers for all they have done with the club. 

“I wanted to make sure that I hon-
ored these guys before it was too late 
… a lot of  these guys are in their 
upper 70s and lower 80s, and they still 
love [the cars and club]. It’s something 
that you can do right on up to your old 

[age].”
The club still holds close to its roots, 

hosting several meetings and events 
year 'round. From April to October, 
the club hosts “cruise-ins'' at Wesmark 
Plaza on the fourth Saturday of  each 
month. Beatson explained cruise-ins 
are for “people that have old cars, and 
we just line the cars up and let people 
come by and look at them, and we sit 
out in the parking lot and talk.” Also, 
on the second Thursday of  each 
month, club members meet at Second 
Mill Restaurant to enjoy company, 
chat about cars and other shared in-
terests and take prayer requests.

Cars are not the only concern of  this 
club, though. The club is a nonprofit 
that donates 100% of  the proceeds 
earned through membership fees, 
sponsorships, 50/50 raffles and more 
to local charities including Sumter 
United Ministries, local pregnancy 
centers and the Fireside Fund. Ac-
cording to Beatson Jr., the club was 
able to donate about $1,500 to the trio 
of  charities in 2023, totaling $4,500 in 
donations.

The club has an upcoming car show 
hosted outside of  Willie Sue’s, at 3355 
Patriot Pkwy., on Oct. 19. This is one 
of  two car shows annually hosted by 

the club; the other is held at the 
Striped Bass Festival in Manning. 
However, this year’s October car show 
will be a little different, Beatson Jr. 
said.

Generally showcasing classic cars 
from the 1960s-'70s or late-model mus-
cle and exotic cars, the club plans to ex-
pand membership and welcome motor-
cycles and imported cars to the upcom-
ing car show, according to Beatson Jr.

“We're just trying to keep the sport 
alive,” Beatson Jr. expressed.

If  you are interested in joining the 
club or visiting a car show, visit Sum-
ter Cruisers on Facebook.

CRUISERS
FROM PAGE A22
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Arrival of Deadpool and Wolverine in Marvel Cinematic Universe

After the release of  the first 

"Iron Man" in 2008, the 

Marvel Cinematic Uni-

verse gradually became a block-

buster juggernaut, with every 

film outing being critical to box 

office success. Unfortunately, as 

of  late, quantity over quality ap-

pears to have become their new 

motto, while there are worse films 

deserving of  severe polarizing 

from fans and critics alike. 

 The last few releases from Marvel/
Disney as part of  the Marvel Cinemat-
ic Universe, while not overly brilliant 
or memorable, I can say without hesi-
tation there is no regret from watching 
those films. Aside from less-than-stel-
lar box-office returns, not all is hope-
less from the world of  Marvel. For the 
first time, fans are going to witness the 
characters Deadpool and Wolverine 
entering the Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse on the big screen. I never 
thought this specific combination 
would come to fruition in my lifetime. 

 Knowing that, on July 26, it will be 
a treat seeing two iconic entities inter-
act with established characters in the 
same universe. And to think, Dead-
pool’s initial cinematic outing did not 
even happen. Ryan Reynolds remained 
with his passion project during its sta-
tus remaining in developmental limbo. 
In 2014, an unknown insider within 
the entertainment industry leaked 
computer-generated/animated test 
footage of  an exciting action sequence 
featuring Deadpool. The footage gener-
ated acclaim from both fans, critics 
and general audiences alike.

 The positive reception to the leaked 
footage prompted Fox Studios into 
shepherding Deadpool into the world 
of  live action. Reynolds' passion re-
ceived life in an unexpected fashion, 
whereas other initially enthusiastic 
actors vacate a project after years of  a 
story remaining in limbo. Deadpool’s 
concept offers a unique perspective 
into the world of  a self-aware comic 
book character acknowledging his fic-
tional status and audiences peeking 

into the mind of  an unstable merce-
nary, recognizing various popular cul-
ture references with Deadpool con-
stantly breaking the fourth wall.

 Where "Deadpool" differed from the 
standard comic book film affair is the 
complete embrace of  his chaotic mind-
set, highlighting over-the-top, bloody 
violence, pervasive profanity and adult 
innuendos that only teenagers and 
adults are overly familiar with. Reyn-
olds channels his natural charisma 
and comedic timing that made him a 
memorable talent based on his perfor-
mances in National Lampoon’s "Van 
Wilder," "Waiting," "Harold and Kumar 
Go to White Castle" and "The Change-
Up." His voice, mannerisms and physi-
cal presence are a perfect fit for the 

character of  Dead-
pool.

 Deadpool’s first 
film explores his ori-
gin tale as a merce-
nary diagnosed with 
cancer. As he becomes 
desperate for a cure, 
he enters a secret gov-
ernment program 
known as Weapon X. 
The experiment goes 

awry, causing the can-
cer to mutate even worse, disfiguring 
his physical appearance while grant-
ing him a nonstop healing factor. 
Wade Wilson/Deadpool begins a hys-
terical journey of  breaking the fourth 
wall dialogue, and interactions filled 
with chaotic comic book violence 
served as a revenge story.

 The second film follows a similar 
formula with an expanded list of  char-
acters appearing, introducing 
time-traveling elements, branching the 
universe into multiverse world. Add-
ing to the excitement is Hugh Jack-
man returning to the role of  Wolver-
ine after initially retiring from the role 
after 2017’s “Logan.” The live-action 
depiction of  Wolverine officially en-
tered a realm, and it will be a jarring 
experience watching another actor at-
tempt to replace Jackman. I view it as 
like Robert Downey Jr. as Tony Stark/
Iron Man. No one else can, will or 
should play the character, as the role 
belongs to him exclusively. Like Wol-
verine/Logan belongs to Jackman, 
given he has played the character 

since the year 2000.
 The beautiful element of  “Deadpool 

and Wolverine” is the overall accep-
tance of  adapting comic book-accurate 
costumes, fully investing in bright 
color schemes and furthermore giving 
fans an experience they have consis-
tently yearned for ever since comic 
book films became fashionable. Plot 
details have remained very secretive 
surrounding the actual synopsis of  
“Deadpool and Wolverine.” However, 
one fact is the excitement, curiosity 
and anticipation for the film are at a 
fever pitch with two characters mak-
ing their debut in the Marvel Cinemat-
ic Universe. For the first time in my 
experience, there is an element of  the 
unknown with this feature. Teasers 
and trailers have not offered much in 
the way of  spoiling key scenes. I have 
to say there is sincere excitement in 
not knowing what to expect.

 The combination of  an unstable, 
humorous Deadpool interacting with 
an intense, brooding, gruff  exterior 
and interior character of  Wolverine in 
the vein of  a buddy cop concept as a 

comic book adaptation shall be a cine-
matic treat for fans and the general 
audience. I will say the Marvel time-
line is quite chaotic with a massive 
story to catch up on in terms of  story-
telling and character exposition. My 
recommendation is to watch all the "X-
Men" films, all three "Wolverine" adap-
tations and of  course the last two 
"Deadpools." Those cinematic outings 
should at least provide a degree of  un-
derstanding for those not overly famil-
iar with the overall storyline.

 I purchased my ticket early for the 
opening night of  “Deadpool and Wol-
verine.” To say that I am fully looking 
forward to the experience would be an 
understatement. "Deadpool," "Dead-
pool II" and "Logan" changed the per-
spective on how to approach these 
types of  stories without watering 
down any of  the initial carnage. Be 
prepared for the arrival of  “Deadpool 
and Wolverine” on July 26.

To watch Isaiah Ridley's movie reviews 
online, find him @Izzy's Cinematic Es-
cape on YouTube.

A REVIEW BY 
ISAIAH RIDLEY

 Entertainment

KGC-324-RC / STAR MAX / IPX
Hugh Jackman, Ryan Reynolds, Emma Corrin and Shawn Levy at a fan event for “Dead-
pool & Wolverine” on Sunday, July 7, in Berlin, Germany.
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School may be starting soon, but a Jeep show, giant yard sale, 
burger cookoff and much more will round out summer events
SUMTER

Fourth Fridays continues for the 
summer in front of  Sumter County 
Courthouse, 141 N. Main St. Every 
fourth Friday through September, a 
different band will take the stage at 
6:30 p.m., and the event will last until 9 
p.m. with food trucks/vendors, beer 
and free entertainment. Palmetto Opti-
mist Club will give out free books to 
kids and have popcorn for sale, and 
Sertoma Club will sell the beer. Down-
town restaurants will also be open 
during the event. Bands on the sched-
ule are Chief  Complaint on July 26, 
Second Nature on Aug. 23 and Too 
Much Sylvia on Sept. 27. Bring your 
own chairs. Coolers aren't allowed.

Jeep lovers, their friends and family 
will all come together at the third-an-
nual Krawlin' for Christ Jeep Show and 
Shine on Saturday, July 27, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Sumter County Civic 
Center, 700 W. Liberty St. There will 
be Jeep vendors, live music, food ven-
dors, an RC course and the Show and 
Shine Competition. The indoor/out-
door event is free and open to the pub-
lic and supports St. Jude Children's 
Hospital. To be a vendor or for more 
information, please contact Minnie 
Sue Ardis or Ashley Ardis at krawlin-
forchrist@sc.rr.com. Learn more about 
the event at https://Krawlinforchrist.
wixsite.com/my-site-1.

Join The Live in the Flesh Experi-
ence for a night of  good vibes and 
throwback music at the '90s Jammy 
Jam Party on Aug. 9-10 from 8 p.m. that 
Friday through 2 a.m. that Saturday 
morning. Once you've bought your 
tickets at https://tinyurl.com/3z-
28by5w, join the party at Catchall Ma-
sonic Lodge, 3280 Peach Orchard Road, 
Dalzell.

The Palmetto Optimist Club's Burger 
Cookoff event returns to downtown 
Sumter's Rotary Plaza on Sept. 14 from 
2 to 7 p.m. for the third year to help 
raise money for families battling child-
hood cancer, and the club is looking 
for people to sign up to compete or be-

come a sponsor. Teams interested in 
participating can email PalmettoOpti-
mistClub@gmail.com for details. 
Teams will compete in two categories, 
People's Choice and Judges' Choice. 
Everything will help support Chil-
dren's Cancer Partners of  the Caroli-
nas, with the money raised going to 
children in Sumter and Clarendon bat-
tling cancer. Visit www.palmettoopti-
mistclub.com/s-projects-basic for more 
about the event and to sign up to par-
ticipate.

CLARENDON
The Joanne W. Charles Memorial An-

nual Charity Golf Tournament will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 10, at Santee 
Cooper Country Club, 630 Santee 
Drive, Santee. Shotgun start is at 9 
a.m., and the cost is $75 per player or 
$300 per team. There will be prizes for 
closest to the pin and longest drive, 
plus a putting contest. Register online 
at Charitygolftoday.com/jwcsantee. 
Contact Kenneth Johnson for more 
about the tournament at info@jwcme-
morial.org or (803) 410-0976.

Find a few new-to-you treasures as 
the annual Clarendon Club Giant Com-
munity Yard Sale on Saturday, Aug. 3, 
starting at 8 a.m. Vendor and house-
hold spaces are available, and there 
will be deals and treasures for every-
one. Catch the sale at 1219 Dingle Pond 
Road. For more information, email 
ccweddingsandevents@outlook.com or 
call (803) 478-2010. Sign up to be a ven-
dor at https://tinyurl.com/2hk5t2wr.

Hear plenty of  beautiful gospel 
music at the Gospel Sensationals – 
21st Anniversary event on Saturday, 
Aug. 3. Earthquake Entertainment 
presents the show, with The McDuff-
ies, The Gospel Legends, Ernest Pear-
son & The Singing Disciples, Justified, 
The National JRS, The McClary Sis-
ters, The Heavenly Stars, Sons of  
Faith, Heavenly Angels and Cedric 
Bennett and Company. Doors will 
open at 4 p.m., and the program starts 
at 5 p.m. Advance tickets are $15 or $20 
at the door. Children under 12 can at-
tend for free. Buy tickets at Bennett's 
Oil Change, 102 N. Boundary St., Man-
ning. The event will be held at Man-
ning Junior High School, 1101 WL 
Hamilton Road. For more information, 
call (864) 525-0625.

Add the End of Summer concert to 
your calendar for Thursday, Sept. 12. 
The downtown Manning concert orga-
nized by the City of  Manning will start 
at 6:30 p.m. and last until 8:30 p.m. 
Email ctrebil@cityofmanning.org or 
call (803) 435-8477 for more informa-
tion.

LEE COUNTY
Hop aboard the whisper-quiet, open-

air tour vehicle and explore the park 
along the historic Loop Road in Lee 
State Park on Saturday, Aug. 3 and 
Aug. 24. Guided tram tour guests will 
visit historic points of  interest while 
keeping an eye out and ears open for 
park wildlife like white-tailed deer, 
many species of  birds and turtles out 
and about on the park. Each tour runs 

 What to do

SEE EVENTS, PAGE A26
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from 10 a.m. to noon and costs $10 
per person. Wear clothing appropri-
ate for the weather and also for rid-
ing on a 15mph open-air tram, water 
and bug repellent. Binoculars, cam-
era, sunglasses and a hat are option-
al. Registration deadline is one day 
before the program. Limited seating 
is available. Book your seats at 
https://tinyurl.com/4ybd57s5, then 
fill out the form at https://forms.of-
fice.com/r/86pLRh204z. Meet at the 
Environmental Education Center.

COLUMBIA
The South Carolina Book Lovers 

Expo and Food Truck Festival will be 
held Saturday, July 27, at the Gala 
Event Center, 1801 Bush River Road, 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. You can meet 
40 regional authors representing 
many genres, get writing coaching, 
get books signed and take your pick 
of  food from among five food trucks. 
Children are welcome at the event 
and will be able to explore the new-
est books, get their faces painted, 
take part in storytelling and more. 
The event is free and open to the 

public. Learn more at www.thebook-
butler.com/events. 

Enjoy a five-course meal at a Beer 
Dinner to help support Folds of  
Honor of  the Palmetto State, which 
awards scholarships to the spouses 
and children of  fallen and disabled 
military veterans. The dinner will 
start at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 
1, at Steel Hands Brewing, 2350 
Foreman St., Cayce. Buy your tick-
ets in person in the taproom with a 
bartender or call Baylee Richter, 
(803) 260-2985.

Repticon returns to Columbia on 
Aug. 3-4. There will be a mixture of  
vendors and breeders at this family 
oriented, fun-filled event for every-
one to learn about animals not nor-
mally seen in local pet stores. Shop 
for a new family pet among the hun-
dreds of  reptiles, amphibians, inver-
tebrates, arachnids and small exotic 
animals. You can also buy cages, 
supplies and both live and frozen 
feeders, and get expert advice about 
caring for the new pet. Repticon will 
be held at the Jamil Temple, 206 
Jamil Road, Columbia, on Saturday, 
Aug. 3, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 

Sunday, Aug. 4, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Tickets are sold online only: 
$15 Super Ticket (entry for both 
days), $12 Saturday (all day), $10 Sat-
urday after 1 p.m., $12 Sunday (all 
day), $6 for children 5-12, and chil-
dren 4 and under are admitted free. 
To buy tickets or for more informa-
tion about the show, visit https://
repticon.com/south-carolina/colum-
bia.

Learn more about the culture of  
the Latin community through the 
Main Street Latin Festival on Satur-
day, Aug. 24, on the 1300 and 1400 
blocks of  Main Street in downtown 
Columbia. Explore the culture 
through food, art, dance and music 
at this fun event for the whole fami-
ly. Hear salsa, merengue, reggaetón 
and grupero music, watch folkloric 
dancers and find delicious Latin 
foods to try. The free festival will be 
Aug. 24 from 11 a.m. until 10 p.m.

Get a jump on some holiday shop-
ping and find the perfect decor for 
your home at the Midlands Fall Arts 
and Crafts Market on Sept. 14 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sept. 15 from noon 
to 4 p.m. Admission and parking are 

free at the South Carolina State 
Farmers Market, 3483 Charleston 
Highway. The Midlands Crafters As-
sociation says it will have unique 
vendors and something for every 
visitor.

FLORENCE
Find vintage and secondhand 

items, decor, clothing, crafts, jewel-
ry, handmade items, flowers, food 
and music at the Round Town Vin-
tage and Handmade Market on Sat-
urday, July 27, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Local makers, artisans and vintage/
secondhand curators will be there. 
The market will be in the green 
space area surrounded by local 
restaurants Bean Bar Coffee, Bud-
dy’s Burgers, Local Motive, Thai 
Local +King Jefe Sushi, 2519 W. Pal-
metto St., Florence.

Enjoy an outside rodeo with enter-
tainment and music by DJ PAYME 
and DJ B-LORD on Aug. 3-4. RNB+-
Southern Soul Birthday Rodeo starts 
at 8 p.m. and lasts through 1 a.m. at 
the Florence Fairgrounds, 5526 E. 
Palmetto St., Florence.

EVENTS FROM PAGE A25

SEE EVENTS, PAGE A27

Owned locally by
Chip & Zan Bracalente

Hardwood 
Engineered 
Cork 
Bamboo 
Tile 
Linoleum 
VCT 
Vinyl 
Granite 
Slate 
Terrazzo 
Brick 
Porcelain
Saltillo Floors

Before

Call for a Free Quote:Call for a Free Quote:
803-795-8770803-795-8770
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Enjoy an outside rodeo with enter-
tainment and music by DJ PAYME and 
DJ B-LORD on Aug. 3-4. RNB+South-
ern Soul Birthday Rodeo starts at 8 
p.m. and lasts through 1 a.m. at the 
Florence Fairgrounds, 5526 E. Palmet-
to St., Florence.

Florence RaceFest at the Market will 
be held at the Pee Dee State Farmers 
Market on Saturday, Aug. 31, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The Pee Dee State Farm-
ers Market is at 2513 W. Lucas St., 
Florence. All are welcome to this free 
event to kick off  Race Weekend. There 
will be games, activities, arts and 
crafts, food, and family friendly fun, 
including Cozy Coupe Races, the 
Kenny Shelley Memorial Auto Fair 
and Acceleration Zone, where you can 
touch and see racing vehicles up close.

UPSTATE
The South Carolina Bigfoot Festival 

is returning to Westminster on Oct. 11-
12. Since 2019, thousands of  people de-
scend on this small town during the 
month of  October to celebrate and 
learn about the most well know myste-

rious creature in the world – Bigfoot! 
People from all over the United States 
have come to the festival since 2019 
and many have returned every year. 
Whether or not you 
believe in the Big 
Fella, you will have 
fun listening to ex-
pert Bigfoot re-
searchers, tapping 
your feet to live 
music, participating 
in or watching the 
multiple contests, or 
perusing the many 
vendors up and down 
Main Street West-
minster. Vendors 
may apply to partici-
pate by going to 
www.scbigfootfesti-
val.com or emailing 
scbigfootfestival@hot-
mail.com.

AMUSEMENT PARKS
The YMCA of  Columbia opened its 

water parks for summer 2024, one in 
Orangeburg and one in Santee. The 
Santee Water Park, 1761 Bass Drive, 
Santee, SC 29142, is open Fridays and 
Sundays from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. The Or-

angeburg Water Park, 2550 St. Mat-
thews Road, Orangeburg, SC 29118, is 
open Thursdays and Saturdays from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Admission is $10 for 

those 48 inches and 
above and $5 for those 
47 inches and below. 
Free for YMCA of  Co-
lumbia members. Both 
parks offer family fun 
slides, zero-depth pools, 
tot pools, lazy river, 
slides and spray fea-
tures, group pavilions 
and snack bars. If  you 
have any questions, 
contact the Orange-
burg County YMCA at 
(803) 268-9622.

Carowinds has an-
nounced the lineup for 
its Carowinds Summer 
Music Fest Amplified 

by Coke Studio. The fest also features 
performances by regional bands and 
emerging artists throughout the park, 
including 10 acts performing in-park, 
showcasing a mix of  Nashville record-
ing artists and Carolina talent.

— Friday, July 26: Brett Young with 
Restless Road

— Saturday, July 27: Brantley Gil-
bert with Lauren Alaina

— Friday, Aug. 2: Skillet with 10 
Years

— Saturday, Aug. 3: Sugar Ray, Bet-
ter Than Ezra and Tonic

— Friday, Aug. 9: Flo Rida with 
Blanco Brown

— Saturday, Aug. 10: Russell Dicker-
son with Tyler Rich

The Carowinds Summer Music Fest 
is free with park admission. Season 
passholders can enjoy all performanc-
es as part of  their pass benefits.

For the latest updates on the Carow-
inds Summer Music Fest, including 
performance schedules, visit Carow-
inds.com. Carowinds, a 400-acre 
amusement park located on the North 
Carolina-South Carolina state line, is 
home to top-rated roller coasters, in-
cluding Fury 325, the world’s tallest 
and fastest giga coaster, as well as 
more than 58 rides, attractions, and 
live stage shows. Carolina Harbor, a 
26-acre water park, features a variety 
of  water slides, wave pools, large play 
structures and a three-acre children’s 
play area. For information on attrac-
tions and accommodations at Carow-
inds, visit www.carowinds.com or call 
(704) 588-2600.

EVENTS FROM PAGE A26

Christieʼs International Real Estate is thrilled to announce its expansion in South Carolina with The 
Litchfield Company joining our prestigious network! 

Led by President & CEO, Royce King, and Vice President & Broker in Charge, Will Davis, The Litchfield 
Company boasts a team of over 150 agents and operates from 10 offices across South Carolinaʼs 
captivating Lowcountry.  Specializing in residential sales in sought-after coastal gems like Myrtle Beach 
and Pawleys Island, as well as in inland counties such as Clarendon, Sumter, and Orangeburg. 

As a proud affiliate of Christieʼs International Real Estate, The Litchfield Companyʼs agents and clients are 
poised to experience unparalleled benefits. Theyʼll enjoy national and international exposure through our 
esteemed global luxury network spanning nearly 50 countries and territories. Moreover, they'll have 
access to exclusive marketing partnerships and the cutting-edge pl@tform technology software.  This 
innovative tool empowers agents to seamlessly manage all aspects of the real estate transaction within 
one integrated system.  Join us as we redefine real estate in South Carolina, combining local expertise 
with global reach, only with Christieʼs International Real Estate and The Litchfield Company.

Litch� eldByTheLake.com 
Wyboo Sales Office

803.478.3337 
2538 Players Course Drive, Manning, SC 

Lake Marion Realty

803.433.7355
310 S Mill Street, Manning, SC

The Litch� eld Company 
proudly joins the 

esteemed Christie’s 
International Real Estate 
Network, enhancing its 

real estate offerings 
amidst robust demand 

in the Lowcountry.

Thank you for voting us 
Best Commercial Real Estate Company 

& Best Real Estate Company

For all your residental and 
commercial tree needs 

803-773-1320 
statetree.net

Free Estimates
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TANNERS #1 GAS STATION 
IN CLARENDON

 Monica Phan
               OWNER

          It has always been 
my dream to help people 
in the community. Being 
here every day at Tanners 
allows me to send people 
to work in the morning 
and home in the evening 
with a smile on their face.

“
”

IN CLARENDONIN CLARENDONIN CLARENDONIN CLARENDONIN CLARENDON
6 Years In A Row!

I, Monica Phan, owner, would like to thank all my wonderful 
customers for voting us

WE INVITE YOU TO SEE WHY TANNERS IS VOTED #1
FRIENDLY SERVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON...

Tanners is your One-Stop Shop 3 locations to serve you!
3088 ALEX HARVIN HWY. (HWY 301 & RACCOON RD.), MANNING, SC • (803) 473-2050

2605 WAREHOUSE BLVD. (HWY 15 SOUTH), SUMTER, SC • (803) 506-2804
2810 US 15 SOUTH SUMTER, SC • (803) 481-5857Also voted 10 years in a 

row for Best of Sumter
Also voted 10 years in a 
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WRIGHT WAY PLUMBING
3425 Thomas Sumter Highway, 

Dalzell, SC 29040
803-499-4108803-499-4108 • REPAIRS 

• REMODELING
• WATER HEATERS
• TANKLESS WATER HEATERS
• BACK FLOW TESTING & 

REPAIRS
• WATER & SEWER LINE REPAIRS 
• NEW INSTALLATION
• NEW CONSTRUCTION 

(RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL)

• SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
• CAMERA & JETTING SERVICES

SPECIALTIES: 

EMPOWERING YOUTH. BUILDING TOMORROW.
We pick up from several Sumter County Elementary and 

Middle Schools. Visit our website to learn more.
Now offering on-site afterschool at both

Liberty STEAM School locations.

Sumter Family YMCA
510 Miller Road, Sumter
www.ymcasumter.org

Interior Design,
Kitchen & Bath Design,

Custom Cabinetry,
Blinds, Shades, 

Shutters &
Wallpaper

Kitchen & Bath Design,
Custom Cabinetry, Design for Beauty, Design for Beauty, 

 Comfort & Func Comfort & Functiontion

Located inside C&A Carpet 990 S. Pike West | 803.774.0406

Give any ordinary room

a fresh modern looka fresh modern look

Rebecca B. Compton, ASID, CKD, NCIDQ 

gallery406interiors.com

Imp   rts Limited
Proudly serving for more than 44 years

9 N. Main Street, Sumter (Downtown) 
Store: 803-773-1908        Cell: 803-491-7122

www.IMPORTSLIMITEDSC.com

Sound & Visual Systems | Sales  | Installations  | Rentals
Pro Audio Projection & Camera Systems 
Musical Instruments |  Pianos |  DJ Equipment & 
Lighting | Speakers | Microphones | Drums & More!

Proudly serving for more than 44 yearsProudly serving for more than 44 years

Sound & Visual Systems | Sales  | Installations  | RentalsSound & Visual Systems | Sales  | Installations  | Rentals
Craig Singleton (MBA)

SHOW YOUR CARD! SHOW YOUR CARD!
YOUR BUSINESS COULD BE YOUR BUSINESS COULD BE 

DISCOVERED BY PEOPLE  DISCOVERED BY PEOPLE 
ALL OVER THE TRI-COUNTY  ALL OVER THE TRI-COUNTY  

AREA FOR MINIMAL  AREA FOR MINIMAL 
COST TO COST TO YOU.YOU.

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS ON THIS PAGE
PLEASE EMAIL ADVERTISING@THEITEM.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION!

karen@theitem.com
803•774•1242

CALL TODAY

Want to improve sales?
We can help with that.

• Print Ads
• Magazines
• Digital Ads
• Video

KAREN 
CAVE
MULTIMEDIA 
SPECIALIST

• Print Ads
• Magazines
• Digital Ads
• Video

CO M P L E T E  P R E S C R I P T I O N S E R V I C E
DRUG STORE

OWNER
BETTIE STOVER
Mon-Fri: 9AM - 5PM •  Sat: 9AM - 2 PM
35 W. Liberty Street / Sumter
(803) 773-7283
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The Bobbys celebrates the best in Sumter-area 
sports with Item’s 2nd award show downtown

T he Sumter Item hosted its 

second-annual sports 

awards show, The Bobbys, 

on Thursday, June 20. The best 

local athletes flooded to the Sum-

ter Opera House for a night of  cel-

ebration. While there were award 

winners, the night was about rem-

iniscing on a 

spectacular 

year of  ath-

letics more 

than any in-

dividual 

honor.
An event like 

this needs 
some help, of  
course. On top 

of  the excellent athletes, sponsors like 
Thompson Construction, Simpson 
Hardware and Sporting Goods, Hines 
Furniture, Wright Way Plumbing and 
Sumter Trophy and Engraving make 
events like this possible. J. O’Gradys 
also provided some exquisite memora-
bilia for the stage, which gave us the 
chance to recognize the stars of  the 
past and present as we celebrated our 
current crop of  high school standouts.

The event could only begin in one 
way, as the show’s namesake, Bobby 
Richardson, took the stage after intro-
ductions.

“Thanks to The Item for doing this. 
It’s humbling when they name an 
award after you,” Richardson said. 

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM
Sumter High School’s girls basketball team accepts the award for Best Team during The Bobbys award show June 20.

SEE BOBBYS, PAGE A31

WINNERS OF THE BOBBYS 2024 

Best Team — Sumter High girls basketball
Best Male Athlete — Clark Kinney, Wilson Hall
Best Female Athlete — Lyza Prickelmyer, Laurence Manning
Best Coach — Demetress Adams-Ludd, East Clarendon
Best Soccer Player — Jacen Krammer, Thomas Sumter
Best Volleyball Player — Rylee Bath, Wilson Hall
Best Baseball Player — Caleb Coker, East Clarendon
Best Softball Player — Kayleigh Parmenter-Avins, Laurence 
Manning
Best Girls Track and Field Athlete — Molly Jones, Wilson Hall
Best Boys Track and Field Athlete — Quinton Dais, Lakewood

Best Boys Cross Country Athlete — Caulder Williamson, 
Wilson Hall
Best Girls Cross Country Athlete — Molly Smith, Sumter 
High
Best Boys Basketball Player — Teon Tindal, Crestwood
Best Girls Basketball Player — Kiara Croskey, Sumter High
Best Football Player — Javion Martin, Crestwood
Thompson Award for Courage — Summer Golston, 
Crestwood
Hines Furniture Athlete of the Year — Kiara Croskey, 
Sumter High
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“I’m honored here tonight because 
we’re honoring the best athletes that 
have come to Sumter from the various 
high schools. I can’t wait to watch who 
comes up and see what they have to 
say.”

Richardson shared memories of  re-
cently lost legends both local and from 
afar. The former Yankee second base-
man faced off  with Hall of  Famer Wil-
lie Mays and recounted their World Se-
ries matchup, noting that Mays told 
him that his Giants would’ve taken the 
series from the Yankees had Mays 
been the lead runner on his own late 
double that instead left a crucial run 
on third. He also shared memories of  
Tommy Jones, whom we lost just be-
fore the event. The pair are forever 
tied with South Carolina baseball and 
as pillars of  the Sumter baseball com-
munity.

The namesake of  the show also 
shared a poem that is familiar to any-
one who has heard Richardson speak 
but is always a delight to hear.

“Your name may not appear down 
here in this world’s Hall of  Fame. In 
fact, you may be so unknown that no 
one knows your name,” started Rich-
ardson. “The honors, the flashbulbs 
may pass you by and neon bulbs of  
blue, but if  you know and love the 
Lord, then I have news for you. This 
Hall of  Fame is only good as long as 
time shall be. But keep in mind, God’s 
Hall of  Fame is for eternity. This 
crowd on earth, they soon forget the 
heroes of  the past. They cheer like 
mad until you fall, and that’s how long 
you last. 

“But in God’s Hall of  Fame, just for 
believing in his son, inscribed you’ll 
find your name. I’ll tell you, friend, I 
wouldn’t trade my name, however 
small, that’s written there beyond the 
stars in that celestial hall. For any fa-
mous name on Earth or glory that 
they share, I’d rather be unknown 
here and have my name up there.”

Later in the evening, former Clemson 
and NFL defensive back Dexter Davis 
gave an impassioned speech to encour-
age the next generation about how to be 
a champion, using his C.H.A.M.P.I.O.N. 
ministries as a touchstone.

“I’ve been all over the world, Clem-
son University … I went and played in 
the National Football League for six 
years, I was the chaplain with the At-
lanta Falcons, and it wasn’t because 
of  anything up here,” he said while 

pointing at his head before putting his 
hand to his heart to say, “It’s because 
of  what’s in here and who I serve.”

But the night was truly about the 
student-athletes that were welcomed 
on stage throughout the evening. Sum-
ter High’s Kiara Croskey opened the 
night, as she was named the Hines 
Furniture Athlete of  the Year. She was 
back on stage midway through the 
show, as she was named the Best Girls 

Basketball Player. Croskey was then 
joined by her Sumter High teammates, 
as they were named Best Team after 
winning the SCHSL 5A state title, to 
close out the show.

The night was a great encapsulation 
of  the great athletes from both SCHSL 
and SCISA schools. The best Male and 
Female Athletes both hailed from 
SCISA programs, as Wilson Hall base-
ball and football star Clark Kinney 

earned the male honor, while Lau-
rence Manning basketball and softball 
standout Lyza Prickelmyer earned the 
female honor. East Clarendon’s Deme-
tress Adams-Ludd was recognized as 
the top coach after leading an incredi-
ble turnaround with the Lady Wolver-
ines’ basketball team. Sumter School 
District had winners from all three 
schools, as did East Clarendon. Wilson 
Hall, Laurence Manning and Thomas 
Sumter all took home honors on the 
SCISA side.

The Thompson Award for Courage 
was one of  the highlights of  the eve-
ning, as Crestwood’s Summer Golston 
was recognized. The senior cheerlead-
er lost her home in a fire in December 
but never missed a beat thanks to the 
support of  the CHS community. She 
was still on the sidelines cheering and 
graduated in May.

We hope this is just the beginning 
for The Bobbys. Hopefully, it will con-
tinue to expand. This season we added 
Best Soccer Player as a step toward 
growth, and we will keep trying to find 
new ways to celebrate the extraordi-
nary athletes in the tri-county.

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM
Dexter Davis speaks at The Bobbys on Thursday, June 20.

Sumter icon 
Bobby Rich-
ardson 
speaks at the 
award show 
named in his 
honor at the 
Sumter 
Opera House.

BOBBYS FROM PAGE A30
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Former Lakewood High star Cisse is ready 
for big sophomore season at N.C. State

W hen Brandon Cisse 

walked in the door at 

North Carolina State, 

he wanted to hit the ground run-

ning. 

For many freshmen, the first season 
of  college football is a year of  transi-
tion. A lot of  freshmen take a red-shirt 
season as they learn what it takes to 
be a college athlete and the skill re-
quired to be successful.

Cisse wasn’t content with taking a 
year to learn. He was ready to prove 
he was talented enough to be an ACC 
defensive back. The former Lakewood 
star got his wish.

The former Gator played in every 
game for N.C. State as a freshman on 
both defense and special teams. Now, 
he’s ready to springboard his way into 
a stellar sophomore season.

“It did kinda, in some ways, exceed 
expectations. In some ways, I wish I 
had been more productive on the foot-
ball,” Cisse said. “Being able to play as 
a true freshman and play every game, 
that was a big thing. To be the only true 
freshman to play on this defense last 
year is something that I take a lot of  
pride in. I’m obviously looking to carry 
it over into this year, but I thought to-
wards the second half  of  last year I was 
one of  the best true freshmen on de-
fense in the country, and I’m a lot bet-
ter as a player now, so I can’t wait to 
see what this season looks like.”

Last season was still certainly a year 
of  transition, as Cisse learned the 
hard way just how different ACC foot-
ball is from SCHSL 3A.

“The biggest thing that I wish I 
would’ve known is that the physicality 
and the speed of  the game is a lot dif-
ferent,” he said. “You’re going against 
a top team every week, and everyone 
is just as talented. I just wish I had my 

head on a little bit better at times, but 
it happens. I’m definitely more pre-
pared for it now.”

Cisse also discovered the challenge 

that nearly every college freshman runs 
into, regardless of being an athlete.

“Time management” Cisse said of  
the biggest adjustment he had to make 

last year. “You’re more on your own, 
you have a lot more time on your 
hands, and there’s no one here watch-
ing you. Time management is probably 
the main thing I would say to someone; 
just make sure you have all your ducks 
lined up and be ready to go.”

Luckily, Cisse had some veterans 
who were willing to help a young fresh-
man along the way. Two players were 
instrumental in his success. Payton 
Wilson, the standout linebacker who 
was selected by the Pittsburgh Steelers 
in the third round of the NFL Draft 
this spring, and fellow cornerback 
Ayden White both took Cisse under 

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

 Sports

PHOTO BY GREGG FORWERCK FOR N.C. STATE ATHLETICS
Former Lakewood standout Brandon Cisse (25) talks with his N.C. State teammates between plays against Marshall on Saturday, Oct. 
7, 2023.

SEE CISSE, PAGE A33

‘ ... I thought towards the second half of last year I was 
one of the best true freshmen on defense in the country, 
and I’m a lot better as a player now, so I can’t wait to see 
what this season looks like.’
BRANDON CISSE

Sophomore defensive back at N.C. State
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RIGHT: Former Lakewood star and current N.C. State defensive back Brandon Cisse (25) makes a tackle against Clemson on Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023.

their wings.
“Payton Wilson, the outside line-

backer we had last year, he really did a 
great job of  that last year, really bring-
ing me along and teaching me the 
ropes. He saw it in me, and that really 
meant a lot,” Cisse said. “Then obvi-
ously, Ayden White, who came back 
this year on the other side of  me. It 
was really great to play with both of  
those guys, and having Hayden back, 
he’s a real mentor to me.”

Cisse wasn’t just playing in garbage 
time as a freshman; he was making 
plays in clutch situations. The former 
Gator finished the year with 10 total 
tackles, seeing career-high playing 
time against Marshall and Clemson. 
But his biggest splash came against 
Miami. The Wolfpack were looking for 
a late stop to seal their 20-6 win over 
the Hurricanes and earn bowl eligibili-
ty when Cisse dropped back and 
helped ice the game with his first ca-
reer interception.

“It means a lot. I wish I would’ve 
caught one earlier in the game that we 
made a pick on with Devan Boykin. I 
think it’s just a little progress that 
shows the work I put in throughout 
that whole year,” Cisse said of  his 
breakout moment. “Playing in big 

games like that, it was one of  those 
moments where it was like, ‘OK, I’m 
here now.’ I didn’t have any confidence 
issues, I was at my best. Being able to 
do it against a school like Miami 
means a lot to me. I grew up watching 
those guys. That’s something I always 
carry with myself, and I’m just look-
ing forward to making more big-time 
plays like that.”

The former Gator DB isn’t resting 
on his laurels after a strong start to 
his career. If  anything, it made him 
more hungry to earn a spot in the 
starting lineup.

“This offseason has been elite so 
far,” Cisse said. “I’ve put on 15 pounds. 
I’m up to 195 pounds now. I’m a lot 
faster. It was something I already had, 
speed, but I’m a lot better student of  
the game. I know what everybody’s job 
is on defense, and I watch a lot of  tape, 
as well. It’s been a really good offsea-
son. I put a lot of  time towards it, and I 
hope it’s my time now.”

After a year that surpassed some ex-
pectations, Cisse is setting a high bar 
as a sophomore.

“We talk about it all the time; I know 
the expectations from them is for me 
to be one of  the top players in the 
country, and that’s the same thing I 
expect from myself,” Cisse said. “I’m 
pretty sure they’ll put me in a position 
to make that happen. It’s all up to me 

to make the plays. I have full trust in 
them; I have no problem with my de-
velopment. I feel like Coach Mitchell 
and Coach Gibson have done a good 
job with my development to make sure 
I’m ready to play in big-time games. 
Now they have a lot more confidence 
in me and trust in me to go out there 
and have an even bigger year.”

While Cisse has been shining at N.C. 
State, his younger brother Cedric has 
been making a name for himself  back 
home at Lakewood. The younger Cisse 
is a two-sport standout entering his se-
nior year, just like the Wolfpack DB 
once was. The elder Cisse loves watch-
ing his brother follow in his footsteps, 
especially as he wades into the waters 
of  recruitment.

“I’m extremely proud of  him. I’m 
very proud he’s able to do the things 
he’s done. He’s extremely talented,” 
the rising sophomore said. “I tell him 
all the time that I wish I had known 
this, and I tell him all the things I 
know. He knows and understands that 
his process is a little different from 
mine, and I’m happy for him. I know 
one day he’s going to be one of  the 
best athletes with whatever he does, 
wherever he goes. Anything he needs, 
he always knows he can call me, and 
I’m hoping I can keep being a great 
role model for him.”

Cisse’s advice for his younger broth-

er has been simple.
“Just giving him more of  the college 

scene and making sure he knows the 
work ethic,” he said. “I feel like in high 
school, you see a lot of  things on You-
Tube and things like that, but he un-
derstands the work that’s put in. He 
works out with me when I go home and 
he understands what it looks like.”

The summer is quickly coming to an 
end for Cisse. Offseason programs will 
soon transition into fall camp, and he 
has just one goal for the Wolfpack this 
fall.

“I wanna win the ACC Champion-
ship, make the College Football Play-
off  and try to be one of  the best cor-
nerbacks in the country. We’ll see 
where it goes from there,” he said. 
“It’s all about team first and trying to 
make sure we can compete for an ACC 
Championship and get 10-plus wins, 
something that hasn’t been done here 
in a long time.”

While the former Gator isn’t big on 
circling specific games on the calen-
dar, he has his eye on the season open-
er more than he might typically.

“I wouldn’t say anything in particu-
lar. We start Week 1 with Western Car-
olina, which will be against one of  my 
best friends, Zayveon Wells, so that’ll 
be a big thing to me,” he said. “But 
each game is a big one, so we have to 
take it week by week.”

CISSE FROM PAGE A32

PHOTOS BY GREGG FORWERCK FOR N.C. STATE ATHLETICS
LEFT: Former Lakewood standout and current N.C. State defensive back Brandon Cisse drops back in coverage against Kansas State during the Pop Tarts Bowl on Thursday, Dec. 28, 
2023.
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Sumter Item to host Hines Furniture Football Media Day on Aug. 10

Football season is rapidly approach-
ing, which means it’s time to sit down 
with the area’s coaches and stars to 
preview the upcoming fall on the grid-
iron.

The Sumter Item will host its 
fifth-annual Football Media Day, 
which is presented by Hines Furni-
ture, on Saturday, Aug. 10. The loca-
tion of  the event is still being finalized, 
so check back in at theitem.com/sports 

for more information. The event is 
open to the public and will also be 
livestreamed on The Item Sports Face-
book page. Other partners for the 
event include Kona Ice and Simpson 
Hardware and Sports. The Item is still 
looking for additional partners; if  in-
terested, reach out to your Sumter 
Item sales representative or contact 
advertising@theitem.com.

This year’s event will feature a slew 
of  new coaches, though some are fa-
miliar faces. Lee Academy is now led 
by Will Furse, the former Laurence 

Manning top dog. Robbie Briggs re-
turns to LMA in his place as changes 
swirl in SCISA football. Thomas Sum-
ter is also under new leadership, as 
Stacy Bell takes over for the Generals 
this season. On the SCHSL side, for-
mer Manning assistant Patrick Flem-
ming moves across Clarendon County 
to take charge at Scott’s Branch.

We’ll hear from all of  those newcom-
ers, as well as area staples like Sumter 
High’s Mark Barnes, Crestwood’s Roo-
sevelt Nelson, Manning’s Reggie Ken-
nedy, Wilson Hall’s Adam Jarecki and 

Lee Central’s Justin Danner. We had a 
few new coaches last year who have a 
season under their belts in either new 
roles or at new schools, including 
Larry Cornelius at East Clarendon, 
Willie Offord at Lakewood and Todd 
Larrimer at Clarendon Hall.

Each school will bring two or three 
of  its brightest stars and leaders to 
share some insight on the upcoming 
season. 

We’ll dive into the biggest position 

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

RIGHT: Sumter High head coach Mark Barnes, center, is flanked by Pate Merchant, left, and Jahiem Rose as he speaks at last year’s Sumter Item Football Media Day. The event will 
be back at USC Sumter on Aug. 10.

ADAM FLASH / SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS
LEFT: Wilson Hall head coach Adam Jarecki, second from left, is joined by then-seniors, from left, Grayson Alexander, Dylan Jones and Landon Gilley at the 2023 Sumter Item Foot-
ball Media Day.

SEE MEDIA DAY, PAGE A35
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ADAM FLASH / SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS
The Lee Academy cheerleaders performed at last year’s Sumter Item Football Media Day, presented by Hines Furniture.TENTATIVE SCHEDULE  

FOR MEDIA DAY
10 a.m. CRESTWOOD
10:30 a.m. LAKEWOOD
11 a.m. MANNING HIGH
11:30 a.m. LAURENCE MANNING
Noon LEE ACADEMY
1 p.m. CLARENDON HALL
1:30 p.m. LEE CENTRAL
2 p.m. WILSON HALL
2:30 p.m. SCOTT’S BRANCH
3 p.m. EAST CLARENDON
3:30 p.m. THOMAS SUMTER
4 p.m. SUMTER HIGH

FAR LEFT: Crest-
wood head football 
coach Roosevelt 
Nelson is flanked by 
Jenoryen Gleaton, 
left, and Javion 
Martin while speak-
ing at last year’s 
football media day.

LEFT: Manning High 
head coach Reggie 
Kennedy speaks at 
last year’s football 
media day.

MEDIA DAY
FROM PAGE A34

battles, new classifications and 
regions for several schools and 
so much more. If  you’re a foot-
ball fan in Sumter, Clarendon or 
Lee County, you won’t want to 
miss a full day of  gridiron chats.

Sumter School District will 
bookend the day, as Crestwood 
kicks things off  at 10 a.m. and 
Sumter High closes the after-
noon at 4 p.m. If  you can’t join us 
for the event, the videos of  each 
team will be available on The 
Item Sports Facebook page for 
future reference.

Information from The Sumter 
Item’s Football Media Day will be 
used in our football preview sec-
tion, Gridiron, which is set to 
debut in the paper that hits mail-
boxes on Saturday, Aug. 24. That 
section and the individual stories 
will debut online in advance of  
Week 1.

BONANZA
1048 Bonanza Crossing Rd. • Manning, SC

Hours: Th-F 10-5 • Sat 8-4 • Sun 12-5

803-460-0014 • bonanzafleamarket@aol.com

Come See Our New Building  
Now 15,000 sq.ft. 

Flea MarketFlea Market

Like Us on
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ABOVE: Blake Roark of the Jamil Flyers 
points to the crowd during the 2023 Sum-
ter Christmas Parade on Dec. 3.

A fez, a go-kart 
and a purpose

BY ADAM FLASH
adam@theitem.com

It’s not every day you see men driving around in 
go-karts sporting fez hats. However, if  you attend a 
parade throughout the year in Sumter or any sur-
rounding community, you’ll likely run into them.

They’re the Jamil Flyers, a Sumter-based unit 
that is part of  the Jamil Shrine Temple in Colum-
bia, which in turn is part of  the Shriners Interna-
tional organization. And they’re looking to put 
Sumter back on the map. 

Founded in May 2023, the Flyers, currently with 
11 members and continuously growing, is one of  
three units in Sumter alongside the Streakers and 
Jets. Each unit is themed, and the Flyers revolve 
heavily around parades, participating in about one 
a month on average in Sumter or in other areas 
across the state.

“I think of  as a kid seeing Shriners come through 
with our fezes on and driving the go-karts. That's 
what I remember from parades, and we’re just try-
ing to keep that going,” said Josh Sivertsen, Jamil 
Flyers assistant director. “The parades really just 
show people who we are.”

Their go-karts make them stand out in a sea of  
parade floats, and they take great pride in them, of-
tentimes building them from the ground up and 
working through the night to make sure they’re 
ready to go for parade days. “We put a lot of  time 
and effort into the go-karts,” said Kris Jordan, Fly-
ers director.

Being from Sumter, the Flyers draw inspiration 
from Shaw Air Force Base and the F-16 fighter jet in 
the design of  their go-karts and parade attire.

As one of  three units in town, the Flyers work 
closely with the other units toward the same goal: 
raising money for the Shriners Children's Hospital 
in Greenville. “The Jets and the Streakers are all 
Shriners, just like we are, just different themes that 
they have. [It’s] all the same goal, and we all work 
really well here together,” Sivertsen said.

Sumter’s three units, along with all other units in 
the temple, work to provide support for the Shri-
ners Hospital, with a goal of  offsetting the cost of  

Sumter’s Jamil Flyers help support 
children’s hospital through parade 
appearances, raising money

RIGHT: Unit Captain Zac Arnold and Blake 
Roark meet with the Jamil Flyers for a 
meeting on Monday, July 8, at the Midland 
Retired Military Association building in 
Dalzell.

PHOTOS BY ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM

SEE FLYERS, PAGE A37

 Community organization
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medical bills for families as much as possi-
ble, from transportation to the hospital to the 
care needed once there. Units like the Road 
Runners are even in place heavily to provide 
transportation to and from the hospital. 

“Last year alone, they drove over 7,000 
miles transporting patients and their fami-
lies,” according to Jordan. “The temple gave 
over $60,000 to the Greenville Shrine Hospi-
tal.”

 “Every time you see us out in the commu-
nity, we're doing it for a reason. We're doing 
it to support the hospital, to support the op-
erations fund, which in turn helps the chil-
dren,” Sivertsen added. “Most of  us are fa-
thers ourselves. And just some of  the stories 
we hear, some of  the young children that we 
meet … every time I meet one, I get more in-
volved because I feel like my purpose is here 
for a reason.”

The hospital in Greenville is one of  many 
in the Shriners International network, and 
South Carolina’s three Shrine temples, along 
with other units in other states, help to sup-
port it. Shriners International, a Masonic 
fraternity, was founded in 1872, originally 
called the Ancient Arabic Order of  the No-
bles of  the Mystic Shrine.

“What we do is important because of  the 
cause, but it also gives us the opportunity to 
be fraternal with other brothers that have 
the same beliefs that we do,” Sivertsen said.

While Shrine membership requires one to 
reach the status of  Master Mason, donations 
are always welcome from the community to 
help support their cause. To get in touch, 
contact Jordan at (803) 968-2327 or Sivertsen 
at (843) 373-9151.

The Flyers are currently holding a raffle 
as well in partnership with Simpson Hard-
ware. Tickets are $10 each, and the gift card 
prizes reach as high as $1,000.

“We're happy to be here. We plan on grow-
ing, and we plan on raising a lot of  money 
and giving it to where it needs to go,” Sivert-
sen said.

PHOTOS BY ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM
The Jamil Flyers met on Monday, July 8, at the Midland Retired Military Association building in Dalzell.

The Jamil Flyers met 
on Monday, July 8, at 
the Midland Retired 
Military Association 
building in Dalzell. 
Pictured is Chief Rab-
ban Kenn Ouzts, a 
guest at the meeting 
visiting from the Jamil 
Shrine Center, which 
the Flyers are a part 
of.

FLYERS FROM PAGE A36
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520 West Boyce Street • Manning, SC 29102
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BY SCDOR

The South Carolina Department of  
Revenue reminds shoppers that comput-
ers, clothes, school supplies and a vari-
ety of other school-year essentials can 
be purchased without paying sales tax 
during South Carolina's an-
nual 72-hour Tax-Free 
Weekend starting Aug. 2.

"As inflation continues 
to drain many wallets, 
this year's Tax Free 
Weekend offers 
some relief for 
weary families," said 
SCDOR Director Hart-
ley Powell. “Every 
shopper saves money 
during this tax holi-
day, particularly on 
back-to-school essen-
tials."​

Here’s what you 
need to know about 
Tax Free Weekend:

The 2024 Tax Free 
Weekend, also called 
the Sales Tax Holiday, is Friday, Aug. 2, 
through Sunday, Aug. 4. 

Eligible items can be purchased on-
line and in store without paying the 
state's 6% sales tax and any applicable 
local taxes during the weekend. 

Tax-free items include computers, 
printers, diapers, earbuds and head-
phones, purses, shoes and certain bed 
and bath items. Eligible items can be 
new or used and are eligible regardless 
of price. 

Items that are not exempt from sales 
tax during Tax-Free Weekend include 
digital cameras, smartphones, jewelry, 
cosmetics, eyewear, wallets, watches 
and furniture.

25 YEARS OF TAX-FREE WEEKEND
Tax-Free Weekend was created by 

the South Carolina Legisla-
ture and is outlined in SC 
Code Section 12-36-2120(57).

Tax-Free Weekend in 
South Carolina first started 

in 2000, making this year 
the 25th anniversary of  

the annual event.
Last year, South Carolina 

shoppers bought more than 
$30.4 million in tax-free 

items during Tax Free 
Weekend. Shoppers 

saved more than $1.8 
million in sales tax.​

MORE INFORMATION
For a detailed list of tax-

free items, shopping lists 
and FAQs, visit dor.sc.gov/

taxfreeweekend.
Review Revenue Ruling #19-4 for 

FAQs and Information Letter #24-7 for a 
complete list of exempt and non-exempt 
items.

If you feel like you were charged sales 
tax on an exempt item during Tax-Free 
Weekend, requesting a refund from the 
retailer should be your first step. If it's 
helpful, refer them to Revenue Ruling 
19-4. Retailers with questions about Tax-
Free Weekend can contact the SCDOR 

at SalesTax@dor.sc.gov.

SHARE THE SAVINGS
Retailers can spread the word about 

their favorite Tax-Free Weekend deals, 
and shoppers can share their savings 
and photos using the hashtag #SCtax-
free.

 Education

South Carolina’s annual Tax-Free Weekend is Aug. 2-4

STAFF REPORT

The first day of school is right 
around the corner, and several local 
events are planned to help your stu-
dent or students prepare.

First, the Sumter Mall will hold its 
Movin’ & Groovin’ Back-to-School 
Event from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
July 20, at the mall. This event prom-
ises a fun-filled day with activities, 
involvement from local organiza-
tions, fantastic deals and more to 
help Sumter gear up for the upcom-
ing school year. Admission is free, 
and attendees will have the chance 
to register to win a gift basket filled 
with all the essentials. For more in-
formation, visit the Sumter Mall 
Facebook Page.

Next, Trukuntry Steppas will hold 
its first free Back 2 School Bash from 
3 to 7 p.m. Sunday, July 21, at 2035 N. 
Kings Highway, Dalzell. School sup-
plies will be provided to each child. 
Non-perishable food donations will 

be accepted for the homeless shelter. 
Music will be provided by DJ Payme. 
Get ready to line dance. Vendors and 
food trucks are invited and asked to 
contact Donna at (803) 236-9863 or 
Shannie at (803) 972-0436.

On Tuesday, July 23, Sumter Police 
Department will host its annual Back 
to School Bash from 10 a.m. to noon 
at the Birnie HOPE Center, at 210 S. 
Purdy St. There will be hotdogs and 
snow cones, facepainting, balloon art 
and music by DJ Howie D. Meet and 
greet representatives from Tandem 
Health, Healthy Blue of South Caroli-
na, USC Sumter, YMCA, Sumter Fire 
Department, Sumter Behavioral 
Health Services, SLED Amber Alert, 
SAFE Kids Sumter County, Absolute 
Total Care and Sumter EMS. All chil-
dren in attendance must be accom-
panied by a responsible adult who is 
18 years of age or older. In the event 
of rain, the bash will be moved to 
Thursday, July 25, same place and 
time.

Celebrate a new year of learning 
with back-to-school events

habitatsumter.org/volunteer
facebook.com/HabitatSumter

803-934-9749

812 S. Guignard Dr. Sumter
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Dear Rusty: I am a member of AMAC 
and learn so much from the Ask Rusty 
column. I hope you can give me some in-
formation about a question that has 

come up in my family. 
My husband is retired 
and has reached full 
retirement age. He is 
considering withdraw-
ing money from an 
IRA to pay off our 
mortgage. We are 
wondering what, if  
any, penalties may be 
incurred on Social Se-
curity, Medicare and 

income tax. Thank you for your help in 
this matter. 

Concerned Taxpayer
 
Dear Concerned: Thank you for con-

tacting the AMAC Foundation Social 
Security Advisory Service. Regarding 
your question on the impact of  with-
drawing IRA funds, there is no impact 
to your husband’s gross Social Security 
benefit. The amount withdrawn, of  
course, is considered ordinary income 
for federal income tax purposes and 
will need to be included as such on 
your federal income tax return and will 
therefore affect your federal income tax 
liability when you file the return. 

Depending on the amount with-
drawn, there could be an impact to the 

Medicare premium due to the In-
come-Related Monthly Adjustment 
Amount (IRMAA) provision. Assuming 
you file jointly, you will pay a higher 
Medicare Part B premium if  your mod-
ified adjusted gross income is above 
certain thresholds (i.e., more than 
$103,000 for an individual and $206,000 
for a married couple). Please note that 
Medicare’s procedures will not note 
this income change for two years, so if  
you make the withdrawal in 2024 it will 
not trigger the increases until your 
2026 Medicare premiums. A change to 
your Medicare premium might also re-
sult in a change to your net Social Se-
curity payment at that time (since 
Medicare is automatically deducted 
from your Social Security payment).

Also depending on the amount with-
drawn, you may have to pay an addition-
al amount on top of your Medicare Part 
D premium. The Part D adjustment 
amount is calculated based on a per-
centage of the Part D national base ben-
eficiary premium, not on a percentage 
of the plan premium. 

The Social Security Administration 
mails letters to beneficiaries who cur-
rently pay a Part B Income-Related 
Monthly Adjustment Amount (IRMAA) 
and, according to the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services (CMS), are in 
a Part D plan. The letter explains the ad-
ditional Part D amount and how exactly 
Social Security will collect it. You can 
contact SSA at 1-800-772-1213 or your 
local SSA agency if you have any fur-
ther questions about your Part D 
IRMAA premium.

Dear Rusty: My wife and I are going 
to be taking Social Security at 62. She 
will be 62 on April 15, 2025. I will be 62 
Aug. 7, 2025. When should we apply for 
Social Security? 

Ready to file

Dear Ready:  Social Security recom-
mends you apply for benefits about 2-3 
months prior to when you want your 
benefits to start (to get them time to 
process your application). You will 
specify on your application when you 
wish your benefit to start, so applying 
early isn’t a problem. Just a few things 
to keep in mind:

Your first month of  eligibility will be 
the first month you are 62 for the entire 
month. In your wife’s case, her first 
month of  eligibility will be May 2025, 
and in your case your first month of  el-
igibility will be September 2025. Your 
wife’s benefits will be paid on the third 
Wednesday of  every month, and your 
benefits will be received on the second 
Wednesday of  every month (payment 
dates depend on when your birthday 
falls). 

Social Security has an earnings 
test for those collecting early bene-
fits (before your full retirement age). 
If  you are working and exceed the 
earnings limit, SS will take away 
some of  your benefits. The earning 
limit for 2024 is $22,320 and, if  that is 
exceeded, SS will take away $1 in 
benefit for every $2 you are over the 
limit (the limit changes annually, so 
the 2025 limit will be more). Thus, if  
you plan to work after collecting, you 

must stay aware of  the earnings test. 
If  you earn substantially more than 
the earnings limit, you even may be 
temporarily ineligible to collect ben-
efits (until you either earn less or 
reach your full retirement age (FRA) 
when the earning test no longer ap-
plies). 

By claiming at 62, you will incur a 
cut in benefits of  about 30% from the 
amount you would get by waiting until 
your FRA to claim. And, except for an-
nual cost-of-living adjustments, that is 
a permanent reduction. FYI, your bene-
fit will continue to grow if  you wait 
longer to claim. 

Deciding when to claim Social Secu-
rity should take into account your fi-
nancial needs, your life expectancy and 
your goals as a couple. Claiming at 62 is 
the right choice for many, but waiting 
longer, if  feasible, will result in a high-
er monthly amount, which could be 
beneficial if  your life expectancy is 
long. Of course, we are here for you if  
you have any additional questions, so 
please don’t hesitate to contact us again 
if  needed.

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of  the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Secu-
rity Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff  are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. 

Will IRA withdrawals affect my Medicare premiums?
 Social Security Matters

Russell Gloor

BY RUSSELL GLOOR
National Social Security advisor at the AMAC 
Foundation, the nonprofit arm of the Association 
of Mature American Citizens

CONTACT US TODAY!
Sumter@abuyerschoice.com � (803) 884-5692
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REFLECTIONS

Sammy Way
REFLECTIONS

Sumter’s 
hotels
This edition of  Reflections 

remembers the construc-

tion of  numerous hotels in 

downtown Sumter. These build-

ings were very important for 

growth of  Sumter 

as it entered the 

19th century. The 

arrival of  the rail-

roads in the 1850s 

and the ensuing in-

flux of  “drum-

mers,” business-

men and settlers re-

quired a large amount of  tempo-

rary living space. The construc-

tion of  hotels proved to be essen-

tial in the development of  the 

Sumter community.
The term hotel is derived from the 

Latin word "hoste," a "person or thing 
that provides something for a guest, 
usually lodging, and sometimes food.” 
The earliest hotels appear to have been 
resting places for transients, and the 
quality of  these lodging facilities and 
accommodations appears to have been 
minimal at best. The Middle Ages saw 
hotels offering both a place of  rest and 
in many cases becoming the temporary 
home of  increasing numbers of  travel-
ers.

 Hotels have played an important 
role in the development of  the City of  
Sumter. It is sad that these majestic 
structures have all disappeared, but 
the effect of  their contributions to our 
history is still evident. 

See page A41 for more photos. Holiday Inn, June 1960

LEFT: The Imperial Hotel on 
South Harvin Street near 
the A.C.L. Railroad Depot is 
seen in 1913. It was torn 
down in 1968.

BELOW: Claremont Hotel 
was at the corner of Bart-
lette and South Main 
streets.

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS
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SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS
Hotel Sumter

Jackson Hotel

Jervey HotelLobby of Hotel Sumter

The Monaghan Home once housed the Marion Hotel.
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 Improvements

South Sumter is gearing up for a big change 
as construction on its new Art Park comes to a 
gradual close. 

Along the strip of  Man-
ning Avenue, the park will 
occupy the once-grassy 
area where a Sumter 
County Sheriff’s Office 
substation stood at 645 
Manning Ave. Plans to 
transfer the county prop-
erty to the city for the 
park were finalized in a 
Sumter County Council 
meeting in August 2022, 
according to The Item ar-
chives.

The city collaborated with Rep. David 
Weeks, D-Sumter, for this project, and the 

funding came from the South Carolina Arts 
Commission in the amount of  $550,000.

A six- to seven-month time frame for com-
pletion was given at the September meeting; 
the city broke ground in March 2024. While it 

is on track, Weeks expects 
the park to be completed 
about early September. 

According to prelimi-
nary design plans for the 
park, it will include two 
basketball courts with a 
vibrant, colorful, swirling 
art design, sidewalks, an 
art-themed playground, a 
pavilion and restrooms, 
greenery, parking and 
more. The layout of  the 
park will allow parents to 

keep watch over their children as they enjoy 

New art park set to enhance South Sumter
BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

PHOTOS BY ZAC HOOKS / THE SUMTER ITEM 
South Sumter Art Park is expected to be completed in early September 2024. The park will include two 
basketball courts with a vibrant, colorful, swirling art design, sidewalks, an art-themed playground, a 
pavilion and restrooms, greenery, parking and more. 

‘This park is simply a 
piece of a puzzle. The 
greater picture, of 
course, is the redoing 
of Manning Avenue in 
that corridor. The 
emphasis is on making 
that corridor an arts-
oriented corridor, 
starting from when you 
get off the bridge all 
the way to the end. It’s 
just a step-by-step 
process.’
REP. DAVID WEEKS, D-SUMTER

SEE PARK, PAGE A43
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the park. While the remainder of  the 
equipment and amenities are being in-
stalled, all that remains is to decide on 
an artist to install the first of  many 
temporary art installations. 

The park will not only improve the 
look of  the area, but also showcase 
local artistic talent. 

“We're feeling really good about 
being able to display some of  the 
things that local artists who grew up 
on the South Side do; they do pretty 
good work,” Weeks expressed. “It's a 
win-win for us all the way when it 
comes to focusing and showcasing 
the arts and supporting the arts 

community.”
He expressed gratitude to City of  

Sumter staff, the Arts Commission, the 
arts community and all who worked to 
bring this project to life. 

The park will also be a part of  a 
broader plan to revitalize Manning Av-
enue into an arts-focused area. Weeks 
mentioned street improvements and a 
greater emphasis on art expression to 
come in the next year.

“This park is simply a piece of  a puz-
zle. The greater picture, of  course, is 
the redoing of  Manning Avenue in that 
corridor. The emphasis is on making 
that corridor an arts-oriented corridor, 
starting from when you get off  the 
bridge all the way to the end,” Weeks 
said. “It’s just a step-by-step process.”

PARK FROM PAGE A42

South Sumter Art 
Park is expected to 
be completed in 
early September 
2024. The park will 
include two basket-
ball courts with a 
vibrant, colorful, 
swirling art design, 
sidewalks, an art-
themed play-
ground, a pavilion 
and restrooms, 
greenery, parking 
and more. 

PHOTOS BY ZAC HOOKS / 
THE SUMTER ITEM 

  Kimbrell’s Furniture 
49 S Main St. Sumter,  

SC 29150 
803-775-2331

Kimbrell’s on Broad 
1070 Broad St. Sumter,  

SC 29150 
803-848-4100 
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL.

2 GREAT LOCATIONS:
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 Shaw AFB

Aerial refueling 

 PHOTOS BY U.S. AIR FORCE SENIOR AIRMAN STEVEN CARDO 
U.S. Air Force 1st Lt. Mallory Frister, 50th Air Refueling Squadron 
KC-135 Stratotanker co-pilot assigned to MacDill Air Force Base, 
Florida, communicates with air crew during an aerial refueling 
mission alongside 20th Fighter Wing F-16 Fighting Falcons over 
the South Carolina coast on June 26. The 50th ARS provides aeri-
al refueling support to 20th FW F-16s to extend their flight time 
and increase the scale of their training operations, allowing pi-
lots to sharpen their skills in a more realistic training environ-
ment. 

A U.S. Air Force F-16C Fighting Falcon assigned to the 55th Fighter Squadron flies alongside a KC-135 Strato-
tanker assigned to the 50th Air Refueling Squadron at MacDill Air Force Base, Florida, during aerial refueling 
operations over the South Carolina coast on June 26. The 50th ARS worked to provide aerial refueling sup-
port to 20th Fighter Wing aircraft, expanding the scale of training operations and reinforcing mission readi-
ness. 

U.S. Air Force 1st Lt. Mallory Frister, 50th Air Refueling Squadron 
KC-135 Stratotanker co-pilot assigned to MacDill Air Force Base, 
Florida, prepares for takeoff from the flightline at Shaw Air Force 
Base on June 26. The KC-135 provides aerial refueling support 
while simultaneously being capable of transporting litter and 
ambulatory patients during aeromedical evacuations. 

A U.S. Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker assigned to the 50th Air Refueling Squadron at MacDill Air Force 
Base, Florida, prepares for an aerial refueling mission on the flightline at Shaw Air Force Base on June 26. 
The KC-135 enhances the Air Force’s capability to accomplish its mission of global reach, providing aerial 
refueling support to U.S. and allied nation aircraft worldwide. 



A U.S. Air Force F-16C Fight-
ing Falcon assigned to the 
55th Fighter Squadron re-
ceives fuel from a KC-135 
Stratotanker assigned to 
the 50th Air Refueling 
Squadron at MacDill Air 
Force Base, Florida, over the 
South Carolina coast on 
June 26. The F-16 is a multi-
role fighter aircraft capable 
of air-to-surface and air-to-
air combat operations, en-
suring air supremacy in de-
fense of the United States 
and its allies. 

PHOTOS BY U.S. AIR FORCE 
SENIOR  AIRMAN STEVEN CARDO 
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U.S. Air Force 1st Lt. Mallory Frister, left, and Capt. Caleb Elms, 50th Air Refu-
eling Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker co-pilot and aircraft commander as-
signed to MacDill Air Force Base, Florida, take off from the flightline at Shaw 
Air Force Base on June 26. 50th ARS pilots work to provide aerial refueling 
support to U.S. and allied nation aircraft, expanding the scale of Air Force 
training and mission operations globally. 



PUZZLES
JULY / AUGUST 2024

ACROSS
	1.	 Bungles
	5.	 Mispronounce
	9.	 Adam’s mate
	12.	Detroit athlete
	13.	Adrift
	14.	You bet!
	15.	Metallic vein
	16.	Afghans
	18.	Iron output
	20.	Hymn finale
	21.	Pottery oven
	23.	Smallest
	27.	The ____ (rock 

group)
	30.	Average skirt
	32.	Tiger ____
	33.	Cash in
	35.	Forty winks
	37.	Precinct
	38.	Huffed and puffed
	40.	Duet number
	41.	Mails
	43.	Dormant
	45.	Graceful trees
	47.	Mexican sauce
	51.	Roman vehicles
	55.	Ledge
	56.	Rowing tool
	57.	Defendant’s an-

swer
	58.	Give out
	59.	Fitness spot
	60.	Cause to go
	61.	Flightless bird

DOWN
	1.	 Additions
	2.	 Ruckus
	3.	 Went on horse-

back
	4.	 Go secretly
	5.	 Scientific work-

shop
	6.	 Oahu, e.g.
	7.	 Union
	8.	 Wall section
	9.	 Look over
	10.	Dog’s doc
	11.	Superman’s letter
	17.	Prepared to pray
	19.	Silent actor
	22.	Body part
	24.	“____ No Sun-

shine”
	25.	Side dish
	26.	Printed mistake
	27.	Covering
	28.	Leading man
	29.	Some poems
	31.	Cooled
	34.	Diner patron
	36.	Shoemaking tools
	39.	Eavesdrop
	42.	Petticoats
	44.	Relaxed
	46.	Lawn pest
	48.	Prom night wheels
	49.	Glided
	50.	Voice part
	51.	Machine’s tooth
	52.	Dried grass
	53.	Provide weapons
	54.	Pathetic

HOW TO PLAY:

Fill the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once.
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already have a few 
numbers to get you started. Remember: you must not repeat the 
numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column or 3x3 box.

SUDOKUCROSSWORD

COPYRIGHT 2024, PENNY PRESS
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BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The Internal Reve-
nue Service warns taxpayers not to fall 
victim to a new emerging scam involv-
ing buying clean energy tax credits.

In this latest scam, the IRS is seeing 
instances where unscrupulous tax re-
turn preparers are misrepresenting the 
rules for claiming clean energy tax 
credits under the Inflation Reduction 
Act (IRA).

The transferability provisions of  the 
IRA enable the purchase of  eligible fed-
eral income tax credits from invest-
ments in clean energy to offset a buy-
er’s tax liability. The IRS has seen tax-
payers file returns using unscrupulous 
return preparers who are claiming pur-

chased clean energy credits that the 
taxpayer is ultimately unable to benefit 
from. 

The scam is generally targeting indi-
viduals who file Form 1040. The prepar-
ers file returns that have individuals 
improperly claiming IRA credits that 
offset income tax from sources such as 
wages, Social Security and retirement 
account withdrawals. 

Individuals purchasing tax credits 
under the IRA are subject to the pas-
sive activity rules for any purchased 
credits. Generally, this means they can 
only use purchased credits to offset in-
come tax from a passive activity. Most 
taxpayers do not have passive income 
and a passive income tax liability. Most 
investment activities are not consid-
ered passive.

“This is another example where 
scammers are trying to use the com-
plexity of  the tax law to entice people 
into claiming credits they’re not enti-
tled to,” said IRS Commissioner Danny 
Werfel. “Taxpayers should be wary of  
promoters pushing dubious credits like 
this and others. The IRS is watching 

out for this scam, and we urge people 
to use a reputable tax professional be-
fore claiming complex credits like clean 
energy.”

The IRS noted individual taxpayers 
claiming inappropriate credits risk fu-
ture compliance action by the IRS and 
are responsible for repaying the in-
flated credit, plus interest and possible 
penalties.

Individual taxpayers considering 
purchasing clean energy credits under 
the IRA should consult a trusted tax 
professional for advice on whether they 
are eligible to purchase credits and 
claim the tax benefits. They should also 
understand how the limitations under 
the passive activity rules, and other 
portions of  the tax code, may apply to 
their particular tax situation. 

More information about clean energy 
can be found on the Inflation Reduction 
Act of  2022 page on IRS.gov.

The IRS continues to warn taxpayers 
about other scams it continues to see 
that are misleading taxpayers into fil-
ing inappropriate claims for other tax 
credits. The IRS has warned taxpayers 

not to fall for scams centered on the 
Fuel Tax Credit, the Sick and Family 
Leave Credit and household employ-
ment taxes. Fueled by misleading social 
media advice and promoters, the IRS 
has seen thousands of  dubious claims 
come in earlier this year where it ap-
pears taxpayers are claiming credits for 
which they are not eligible, leading to 
refunds being delayed and the need for 
taxpayers to show they have legitimate 
documentation to support these claims.

REPORT FRAUD
To report an abusive tax scheme or 

a tax return preparer, people should 
use the online Form 14242 – Report 
Suspected Abusive Tax Promotions or 
Preparers or mail or fax a completed 
Form 14242 and any supporting mate-
rial to the IRS Lead Development Cen-
ter in the Office of  Promoter Investiga-
tions.

Mail: Internal Revenue Service Lead 
Development Center, Stop MS5040, 
24000 Avila Road, Laguna Niguel, Cali-
fornia 92677 3405

Fax: (877) 477 9135

IRS warns of new 
scam targeting clean 
energy tax credit 

 Consumer protection

Bostic Insurance Agcy, Inc.
Charles Bostic, JR. Agent

704 Bultman Drive
Corner of Bultman and Wise Drive, Sumter

Charles Bostic, Jr. Agent
803-775-8371

charles@bosticagency.com

Serving Sumter Since 1965
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   SAV E  T H E  DAT E :  TA X- F R E E  W E E K E N D  AU G U S T  2 -4      SAV E  T H E  DAT E :  

40 W. Wesmark Blvd., Sumter
803-773-3397

350 Pinewood Rd., Sumter
803-774-2275

320 W. Liberty St., Sumter
803-773-9381

110 N. Brooks St., Manning
803-435-2651

222 N. Church St., Lake City
843-374-4000

ShopSimpsons.com ��������������
�������������
��������������

Prices valid Friday, July 19 - Thursday, July 31

Friday, October 11 &
Saturday, October 12

40 W. Wesmark BLVD., SUMTER
ShopSimpsons.com/expo

THIS IS GOING TO BE 

BIGBIG
FREE
PARKING & ADMISSION!

FOOD
LIVE MUSIC
GIVEAWAYS
SHOPPING

SAMPLES
WORKSHOPS  

DEMOS &
ENTERTAINMENT

FUN
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

4 99941 00031 44 99941 00031 44 99941 00031 44 99941 00031 4

FREE
PARKING & ADMISSION!PARKING & ADMISSION! FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
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