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Newest manufacturer, 
EFP, opens in Lee County

BISHOPVILLE — It was a 
long time coming, but Lee 
County’s newest industrial 
employer is off  and running. 

A crowd of at least 50 digni-
taries rolled out the red carpet 
here as Engineered Foam 
Packaging, a leader in the de-
sign and manufacturing of  
custom protective packaging, 
held its grand-opening ceremo-
ny Thursday in the I-20 Indus-
trial Center near Interstate 20.

EFP — as the firm is known 
for short — actually started 
operations earlier this month 
and currently has 30 employ-

ees at the 117,000-square-foot 
facility at U.S. 15 North and 
Browntown Road, where it 
also has distribution opera-
tions. 

For EFP, headquartered in 
Elkhart, Indiana, the Bish-
opville operation is its sixth 
facility and first in South Car-
olina. 

According to company 

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

An EFP mainline work-
er inspects a foam 
packaging product on 
Thursday inside the 
manufacturer’s new fa-
cility in the I-20 Indus-
trial Center.
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Industry plans fast 
growth model at 
Bishopville facility

SEE EFP, PAGE A9

Head of the Class of ’24

Sumter public school valedictorians say parents their biggest influencers, describe busy high school years

PHOTOS BY ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM
From left, Crestwood High School valedictorian Reymart Velasco, Lakewood High School valedictorian Lakira McCauley and Sumter High School valedictorian Jeshua Espiritu grad-
uated last week and spoke with The Sumter Item about their high school years, their next steps and their goals for the future.

Sumter School District’s three 
valedictorians for the Class of  2024 
all made straight A’s throughout 
high school, survived their freshman 

year in a pandemic and consider 
their parents their biggest influenc-
ers in life. 

The top seniors from Lakewood, 
Crestwood and Sumter high schools — 
Lakira McCauley, Reymart Velasco 
and Jeshua Espiritu, respectively — 

spoke this week to The Sumter Item on 
how a mix of  school coming naturally 
and overachievement fueled their suc-
cess and their immediate plans mov-
ing forward. 

• • •

Lakewood High School senior Laki-
ra McCauley ranked No. 1 in a class of  
182 students this year with a 5.426 
weighted GPA, which was a perfect 4.0 
on the 4.0 scale. 

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

SEE VALEDICTORIANS, PAGE A9

Sumter officials define list for what penny tax could pay for

Improvements to multiple 
parks, both the city of  Sum-
ter’s downtown and that of  

the town of  Mayesville, road 
improvements and more are 
on the list for what the penny 
tax, if  approved, might cover. 

The 2024 Capital Penny 
Sales Tax Commission was the 

brainpower behind creating 
the proposed list, and Sumter 
County Council has the power 
to vote up or down the list, and 
they cannot make changes to 
it, Chairman Jim McCain said 

during the May 28, Sumter 
County Council meeting. 

Sumter County officials 
named six locals to the 2024 
Capital Penny Sales Tax Com-
mission earlier this year. 

Public documents detail 
what area each person rep-
resents as well as race and 
gender.

BY BRYN EDDY
bryn@theitem.com

SEE TAX, PAGE A12

ELECTION 2024

Q&As with candidates for 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
District 6, Republican primary
We’ve asked what qualifies them and what 
they hope to do; Q&As for other seats will be 
published ahead of primary A3

Sumter mayor, 
stakeholders 
address recent 
area violence

On the afternoon of  
Wednesday, May 29, mere 
miles from the heart of  
downtown Sumter inside 
the Birnie HOPE Center on 
South Purdy Street, Sumter 
Mayor David Merchant and 
community stakeholders 
dove into a conversation on 
how to address and eradi-
cate the violence that has 
surged in the city. 

The roundtable discus-
sion featured faith leaders, 
including the Rev. Marion 
Newton and the Rev. Albert 
Sims; economic develop-
ment and business leaders, 
such as Sumter Economic 
Development CEO Jay 
Schwedler and Greater 

Sumter Chamber of  Com-
merce President Chris 
Hardy; health care stake-
holders, like Tandem 
Health Vice President of  
Business Development Curt 
Ackerman and Prisma 
Health Tuomey Foundation 
Manager Beth Lubert; edu-
cation directors like Sumter 
School District Board of  
Trustees Chairman the Rev. 
Ralph Canty and several 
coaches from high school 

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

SEE VIOLENCE, PAGE A12

READ MORE

Opinion: From my heart 
to our city
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STAFF REPORT
A $10,000 grant from Dollar 

General Literacy Foundation 
recently awarded to Sumter 
Adult Education will be utilized 
to address digital literacy defi-
ciencies through-
out Sumter, ac-
cording to a news 
release from Sum-
ter School District. 
The grant is a part 
of the foundation’s 
more than $10.6 
million donated to 
support adult, family and sum-
mer literacy programs in the 48 
states in which Dollar General 
operates. 

“Our literacy program at 
Sumter Adult Education is de-
signed to provide personalized 
and accessible learning oppor-
tunities for adults in our com-
munity. From basic literacy 
skills to GED preparation and 
beyond, we strive to meet the di-
verse needs of our community. 
The generous support from the 
DGLF will enable us to expand 
our reach, enhance our re-
sources and make a meaningful 
impact on the lives of adult 
learners in Sumter County," 
said Director of Sumter Adult 
Literacy Vanessa Smith-Canty. 

According to the release, 
Sumter Adult Education served 
more than 350 adults and pro-
vided more than 24,000 hours of  
direct instruction to students 
this academic year. 

“We believe individuals of all 
ages deserve access to a quality 
education, and the Dollar Gen-
eral Literacy Foundation is 

thrilled to support thousands of  
learners across the country as 
they enrich their lives with lit-
eracy and education,” said De-
nine Torr, executive director of  
the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation. “This year’s spring 
grant cycle is equally exciting 
as we surpass impacting more 
than 20 million individuals. We 
hope these funds provide re-
sources needed to positively 
change students’ lives, helping 
them to build a brighter future 
for themselves and generations 
to come.”

The Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation supports organiza-
tions that increase access to ed-
ucational programming, stimu-
late and enable innovation in 
the delivery of educational in-
struction and inspire a love of  
reading. Each year, DGLF 
awards funds to nonprofit orga-
nizations, schools and libraries 
within a 15-mile radius of a Dol-
lar General store or distribu-
tion center to support adult, 
family, summer and youth liter-
acy programs. 

The foundation also offers a 
student referral program for in-
dividuals interested in learning 
how to read, speak English or 
prepare for the high school 
equivalency exam. Referrals to 
a local organization that pro-
vides free literacy services are 
available online at www.dgliter-
acy.org/program-locator/ or 
through referral cards found in 
the Learn to Read brochures 
that are available at the cash 
register of every Dollar General 
store.

Sumter Adult Ed receives 
$10K grant from Dollar 
General Literacy Foundation

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

Sumter County Sheriff’s Of-
fice released an update on the 
fatal fire that occurred on 
Thursday, May 23, on Kolb 
Road.

The victim was identified as 
Thommie Ruth Jackson, 67, of  
Kolb Road, according to Coro-
ner Robbie Baker.

Deputies with the sheriff’s of-
fice responded to a Kolb Road 
residence at about 8:30 p.m. last 
Thursday. Sumter Fire Depart-
ment stated initial reports indi-
cated there were no occupants 
in the home; however, deputies 
and firefighters arrived to find 
one person trapped inside. 
Smoke was seen coming from 
the home and screams for help 
were heard coming from inside, 
according to Mark Bordeaux, 
public information officer for 
the sheriff’s office.

The sister of Jackson, who 
also lived in the home, managed 
to escape and directed deputies 
to a window where she thought 

Jackson remained. Firefighters 
continued to work on the rescue 
and on extinguishing the fire, 
Bordeaux said.

Witness statements indicated 
one of the residents attempted 
to warm a sandwich in packag-
ing containing foil in the micro-
wave. The sandwich wrapper 
burst into flames, and attempts 
to extinguish the fire were un-
successful.

State Fire Marshal’s Office 
and Sumter Fire Department 
determined the fire was acci-
dental and its cause was “plac-
ing an aluminum foil wrapper 
inside the microwave and poor 
living conditions that hindered 
the extinguishing of the fire 
and facilitating its spread,” ac-
cording to Bordeaux.

Jackson was removed from 
the home, and Sumter EMS 
worked to save her life. She was 
taken to Prisma Health Tuom-
ey Hospital, where she died. 
The cause of death is pending 
autopsy results at the Medical 
University of South Carolina in 
Charleston.

Sumter sheriff ’s office says microwave 
mistake cause of deadly fire on Kolb Road

SMITH-CANTY

BRUCE MILLS / THE SUMTER ITEM
The Crossing at Camden Highway plaza is finally com-
plete, as a PetSmart pet superstore chain is moving in 
beside Burlington. Both Hobby Lobby and Burlington 
opened 
in the 
plaza in 
2021. Ac-
cording 
to 
Mimms 
Contract-
ing Site 
Superin-
tendent Michael Jolly, PetSmart plans to open in Octo-
ber. According to its corporate website, PetSmart sells 
pet food, pet supplies, pet accessories and small pets, 
and its biggest direct competitor in North America is 
Petco.

BizTalk: PetSmart expected 
to open in Sumter in October

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

Sumter Police Department has identi-
fied a third suspect in the fatal shooting 
on South Guignard Drive.

Fernando Quintez Adams, 
20, of  Beckridge Drive, is 
wanted on charges of  murder 
and attempted murder in con-
nection to the killing of  Tava-
res McFadden and injury of  a 
passenger riding with McFad-
den on Monday, May 27, ac-
cording to Tonyia McGirt, 
public information officer for 
the police department.

Officers are working to 
find Adams and a second 
suspect, a minor whose 
name has not been released. 
The other suspect, Curtis 
Jefferson Jr., 19, of  Mayes-
ville, is in custody at Sumter 
County Sheriff ’s Office De-
tention Center.

McFadden and the passenger were 
stopped at a traffic light at the intersec-
tion of  Green Swamp Road and South 
Guignard Drive when gunshots fired 
from a white sedan, stopped alongside 

them, struck them both, according to the 
police department. The white sedan then 
sped off  onto South Guignard Drive.

ADAMS
SOUGHT

Sumter police seek public’s help in 
locating 20-year-old suspect, 1 minor 
suspect in S. Guignard Drive shooting

19-year-old in custody

PHOTO PROVIDED BY SUMTER POLICE DEPARTMENT
A white sedan was seen during a shooting the 
morning of May 27 at Green Swamp Road and 
South Guignard Drive that left Tavares McFadden 
dead and his passenger injured.

$5,000 REWARD OFFERED
Anyone with information regarding this crime is 
asked to contact the Sumter Police Department 
immediately at (803) 436-2700. Tips can also be 
submitted by calling Crime Stoppers at 
1-888-CRIME-SC, submitted online at p3tips.com
or by using the P3 Tips app available for mobile 
devices.
A reward of $5,000 is available for information 
leading to an arrest.

JEFFERSON
IN CUSTODY
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NOW STREAMING ON 
YOUTUBE
Black Cowboy Festival returned to 
Rembert for the 27th year, as San-
dra Myers and her husband, Mark, 
opened Greenfield Farm to thou-
sands of rodeo-loving folks from far 
and wide to enjoy a weekend of 
country fun — all funded by the 
couple.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4Q4l-2jXdBc

Two Republicans will face each 
other in the June primary to vie for 
the chance to then face longtime in-
cumbent U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn and 
unopposed nominees for other parties 
for the District 6 congressional seat in 
the capitol.

South Carolina's 6th Congressional 
District covers downtown Sumter and 
the historic residential district and 
Swan Lake area up to where Main 
Street and North Pike East meet, 
South and East Sumter; Clarendon 
County; Columbia; Kingstree; Lake 
City; Orangeburg; Denmark, Allen-
dale; Ridgeland; Hardeeville; and 
Charleston. Clyburn, who was born in 
Sumter, was elected to Congress in 
1993.

For the primary, Duke Buckner and 
Justin Scott will be on the Republican 
ballot. The winner will face Clyburn 
(Democrat), Gregg Marcel Dixon (Unit-
ed Citizens), Joseph Oddo (Alliance) 
and Michael Simpson (Libertarian).

Early voting for the primaries is 
open now through June 7, 8:30 a.m.-5 
p.m., at Sumter County Courthouse 
and Delaine Elementary School, Mon-
day-Friday. Polls countywide will be 
open 7 a.m.-7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 11.

Candidates were given the same 
questions, which are answered below.

Duke Buckner
Why are you running? 
U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn (D-S.C.) has been in office 
for more than 30 years. He will be 84 years old 
in July, and it is time for new leadership. The 6th 

Congressional District has been 
stagnant economically since Mr. 
Clyburn has been in office. 
Despite having high rank and 
influence in Congress, his 
district remains the poorest in 
South Carolina and one of the 
poorest in the country. While 
the rest of the state is booming 

and doing well, the “forgotten” counties of 
Allendale, Bamberg, Colleton, Calhoun, 
Clarendon, Hampton, Jasper, Williamsburg and 
parts of Orangeburg, Florence, Charleston, 
Richland, Dorchester and Sumter as a whole 
have lost population and good-paying jobs. 
Young people have little opportunity; therefore, 
some leave the district and sometimes even the 
entire state to find a decent job to take care of 
their family. Educationally, our schools are not 
performing as well as they should. As a result, 
crime has increased and is a major problem. I 
am running to change all that — to put us at 
the top and not continually remain at the 
bottom. 

Have you run for political office 
before? If so, explain:
I won a seat on Walterboro City Council in 2009 
and ran for U.S. Senate in 2020. I also was the 
Republican party’s nominee for the 6th 
Congressional District in 2022 when we received 
the highest percentage of votes any Republican 
has ever received in the 6th District at 37.8%.
How long have you lived in the district that you 
are running for office for? 
I have lived in my district for pretty much my 
whole life outside of law school. I moved to 
south Florida in 2003 to earn my law degree 
and practiced there for a short time. I came 
back home to Walterboro in 2009 and have 
lived there ever since.

Current job/profession:
I am a practicing attorney in Walterboro. I am 
licensed to practice law in South Carolina and 
Florida. I started Buckner Law Firm, P.A. in 2012. 
In August, we will have been in business for 12 
years.

What makes you qualified for the 
seat? 
I believe many of the problems facing District 6 

can be solved by getting people and groups to 
sit down and work together. I am a licensed 
attorney in South Carolina and a trained 
mediator. I was a middle and high school 
English teacher and owned and operated a 
weekly newspaper. I know how important 
planning is for success. I believe I can be a 
catalyst for positive change and also be a 
positive role model that can bring people 
together to help come up with solutions for the 
problems facing the 6th District. As an attorney, 
I am also an advocate for my clients and will be 
the same for the citizens of the 6th District in 
Washington. 

What challenges/concerns do you 
see in your district and how do you 
intend to improve them?
I. The state of the economy is a major issue 
facing the district. “Bidenomics” has resulted in 
higher prices for food, gas, housing and other 
necessities. As a result, the economic condition 
in the 6th District has not improved but has 
gotten worse. To bring jobs and economic 
growth back to the 6th Congressional District, 
we must first reduce the corporate tax rate, not 
increase it to 21% as proposed by the Biden 
administration. Burdensome taxes and 
regulations on businesses take away their 
incentive to grow, expand and hire more 
people. The same is true for nonprofits who find 
it extremely difficult and challenging to 
complete grant applications that are hard to fill 
out. Second, we need to secure our borders. 
Some illegal immigrants are taking jobs and 
resources that should be for citizens. Last, we 
must bring back manufacturing jobs by 
providing incentives for companies to locate in 
the 6th District. Good-paying jobs belong to the 
6th District, and as your congressman, I am 
going to fight to make sure we get them and 
more money for nonprofit organizations.
II. Crime is another serious problem facing the 
district. Many people do not feel safe in their 
homes and neighborhoods. Shootings, murders, 
robberies and thefts have become 
commonplace. In many instances, illegal drugs 
and substance abuse are factors in the crimes 
being committed. Therefore, to fix the problem, 
I would support a zero-tolerance approach to 
illegal drugs that poison our communities. In 
addition, I would support increased funding for 
drug and alcohol abuse centers including 
mental health facilities where people can get 
help.
III. Lastly, we must improve education for our 
children. Currently, too many students cannot 
read or are not testing on grade level. We can 
improve education by implementing school 
choice so that the money follows the child and 
not the institution. Children should not be 
forced to stay in a failing school. In addition, we 
must increase standards and focus on reading, 
writing and arithmetic. Last, we must look to 
abolish the U.S. Department of Education so 
that we can raise teacher pay, reduce class sizes, 
enforce discipline and ensure parents have a say 
in their child’s education. 

What successes have you seen in 
your district that you want to build 
on? 
District 6 contains the I-95 corridor, one of the 
busiest interstates in the country. However, 
because of neglect, many parts of it have fallen 
in desperate need of repair. As your 
congressman, I will work to expand I-95 to three 
lanes, resurface areas that have pot holes and 
beautify the landscape to make it pristine. In 
addition, we have great colleges and 
universities in the 6th District. I would like to 
coordinate efforts with industry leaders and 
school officials to make sure that graduates are 
obtaining marketable skills. Last, we need a 
representative who will look at the big picture 
and work to get our district booming. South 
Carolina’s economy is ranked 22nd out of the 50 
states, according to U.S. News and World Report. 
It is time for the 6th District to enjoy the 
economic prosperity the rest of the state has 
enjoyed. 

Are you actively involved in the 
community? How so? 

I have been active in my local church for many 
years. In addition, I have supported the athletic 
department and the band program at Colleton 
County High School. Furthermore, I have 
represented the good people of the 6th District 
in legal matters for the last 11 years as a 
practicing attorney.
I want to utilize my skills as a former English 
teacher, newspaperman and attorney to serve 
the people of the 6th Congressional District.

Anything else about yourself you 
want to add?
I believe that the days of African Americans 
voting straight Democratic Party ticket are over! 
In addition, I have come to the conclusion that 
the Democratic Party of today is not the 
Democratic Party of our parents. Progressive 
Democrats have taken over the party and have 
swung it so far to the left that it no longer 
represents the values and beliefs of the African 
American community. Furthermore, I believe 
the Democratic Party has become hostile, 
condescending and demeaning towards Black 
people. Its leaders use “shame” as a political 
tactic to keep Black people in line, and their 
policies keep Black people in economic slavery. 
Mr. Clyburn and his progressive Democratic 
party have had control over the 6th 
Congressional District for more than 30 years, 
and under his leadership, I have watched them 
run it into the ground. The citizens deserve 
better representation, and I plan to give it to 
them as their next congressman.

• • •

Justin Scott
Why are you running?
To effect change to leave this country a better 
place for the children of the future. Preserve 
values that make America great.

Have you run for 
political office before? If 
so, explain:
No

How long have you 
lived in the district that 
you are running for 

office for? 
Seven years

Current job/profession:
Business owner — welder/fabricator

What makes you qualified for the 
seat? 
Qualification is set forth by the U.S. Constitution. 
I meet all requirements to hold office for the U.S. 
House of Representatives. Other than that, I 
believe in limited federal government that 
follows the Constitution. Beyond that, all other 
decisions should go to the states since they can 
better make rules that support their 
communities. 

What challenges/concerns do you 
see in your district and how do you 
intend to improve them? 
Low income/poverty and education. Wages 
have been stagnant for decades, and that is 
something that needs to be addressed, 
especially with the current rate of inflation.

What successes have you seen in 
your district that you want to build 
on? 
N/A

Are you actively involved in the 
community? How so? 
Currently not as much as I would like. Most of 
my time has been focused on running a start-
up business for the last four years.

Anything else about yourself you 
want to add? 
I’m here as a candidate that would like to 
support policy decisions that benefit the 
middle- and lower-class working families. I feel 
today we have been left behind in most of the 
decisions that politicians have been making as 
of late.

Get to know the candidates for 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
District 6, Republican Primary

SCOTTBUCKNER

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Clerk over Murdaugh 
trial spent thousands on 
bonuses, meals and gifts, 
ethics complaint says

COLUMBIA (AP) — South Caro-
lina officials have filed 76 counts of  
ethics violations against the court 
clerk who handled the Alex Mur-
daugh murder trial.

The 25 pages of  allegations ac-
cuse former Colleton County Clerk 
of  Court Becky Hill of  allowing a 
photo of  Murdaugh in a holding 
cell to be taken to promote her 
book on the trial, giving herself  
bonuses and using county money 
to buy dozens of  lunches for her 
staff, prosecutors and a vendor.

Hill also struck a deal with a 
documentary maker to use the 
county courtroom in exchange for 
promoting her book on the trial, 
which later she admitted had pla-
giarized passages, according to the 
South Carolina Ethics Commission 
complaint earlier this month.

The commission will hold a 
hearing similar to a trial in De-
cember on the accusations unless 
Hill and her lawyer settle the case 
before then. Hill could have to re-
imburse the expenses and face 
thousands of  dollars or more in 
fines. And if  the commission 
thinks she broke any laws, they 
can forward the information to 
prosecutors.

A criminal investigation into 
whether Hill tampered with the 
Murdaugh jury or misused her of-
fice continues, the State Law En-
forcement Division said Thursday.

Hill resigned in March during 
the last year of  her four-year term, 
citing the public scrutiny of  Mur-
daugh’s trial and wanting to spend 
time with her grandchildren. She 
hasn’t publicly addressed the eth-
ics allegations, and her lawyer 
didn’t return a message Thursday.

Murdaugh was convicted of  kill-
ing his wife and younger son after 
a six-week trial in Colleton County 
last year.

Murdaugh is appealing his con-
viction and life without parole sen-
tence in part accusing Hill of  try-
ing to influence jurors to vote 
guilty and being biased against 
Murdaugh for her book. Mur-
daugh is also serving decades in 
prison for admitting to stealing 
millions of  dollars from settle-
ments for clients who suffered hor-
rible injuries or deaths and from 
his family’s law firm.

An initial appeal was denied, but 
the judge said she wasn’t sure Hill 
told the truth about her dealings 
with jurors and was “attracted by 
the siren call of  celebrity.”

The ethics allegations against 
Hill say she bought lunches for 
prosecutors and then paid herself  
back with county money. One 
count said she spent $543.89 for 
food and alcohol for a going-away 
lunch for an employee in a local 
prosecutor’s office.

None of  the allegations mention 
spending for public defenders or 
defense attorneys.

Hill gave herself  nearly $10,000 
in bonuses from federal money 
that is meant to improve child sup-
port collection but has few rules 
on how it is spent, according to the 
complaint.

The former clerk used public 
money to buy meals for her staff, 
her family, judges, court employ-
ees and others 36 times. She reim-
bursed herself  for gifts bought for 
jurors and her staff  on Valentine’s 
Day and for her employees on 
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and 
Easter, the complaint said.

Expenses included $481 for a 
50th birthday party for a staffer 
and dog food, bones and a pet bed 
for another, ethics officials said.

In all, Hill is accused of  spend-
ing nearly $20,000 in county money 
in ways she shouldn’t, according to 
the complaint.



On Tuesday, May 28, at Sumter Historic Cemetery, there was 
a dedication ceremony for the new on-site memorial honoring 
veterans, both local and worldwide. 

The ceremony fea-
tured the Shaw Air 
Force Base color 
guard raising the 
flag and providing a 
three-man gun sa-
lute, and retired 
Maj. Gen. Scott Zo-
brist spoke. 

More than 2,000 
veterans are buried 
at the historic ceme-
tery, and it has been 
confirmed that there 
are veterans there 

from all but one of  the major wars fought by the United States. 
The project to bring this memorial to fruition started in 2023, 
and the May 28 ceremony brought that chapter to a close with 
the memorial's dedication to the veterans buried there. 

There are multiple elements to the memorial which either 
honor specific people or com-
memorate sacrifices made in 
entire wars. There are bricks 
memorializing individuals 
and larger parts dedicated to 
each major war. There are 
plenty of  blank bricks as well, 
which are open to engraving 
to honor more veterans. 

"In conjunction with the 
memorial, a 3-foot brick path 
has been added around the pe-
rimeter to allow people to me-
morialize family and friends. 
Engraved bricks will cost $75. 
What remains after engraving 
costs will be used to fund ad-
ditional memorial projects 
and historic features," accord-
ing to the Sumter Cemetery 
website. 

To start the process of  par-
ticipating in the memorial 
brick program, fill out a form 
at http://sumtercemetery.org.
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Veterans honored with Sumter Historic 
Cemetery memorial dedication ceremony

BY BRYN EDDY
bryn@theitem.com

PHOTOS BY BRYN EDDY / THE SUMTER ITEM
Retired Maj. Gen. Scott Zobrist speaks at the dedication ceremony for the on-site memorial honoring veterans at Sumter Historic Cemetery on Tuesday, May 28.



BY FEMA
ATLANTA — With the recent 

announcement of new coastal 
hurricane evacuation zones in 
South Carolina, it’s more im-
portant than ever for residents 
to stay informed as hurricane 
season begins. 

FEMA and South Carolina 
Emergency Management Divi-
sion urge all South Carolina 
residents to prepare them-
selves, their families and their 
property now, whether or not 
they live in a coastal area. 

“Hurricanes are not just a 
coastal problem,” said Robert 
Samaan, FEMA Region 4 ad-
ministrator, cautioning against 
complacency from non-coastal 
communities. “Heavy rain, 
wind, floodwaters and even tor-
nadoes happen far inland from 
where a hurricane or tropical 
storm makes landfall. That’s 
why it’s so important for every-
one to know what threats they 
face and how best to prepare.” 

Forecasts predict a very ac-
tive season, with global weather 
patterns and historically high 
ocean temperatures creating 
enhanced conditions for tropi-
cal development. 

“Given the approaching busy 
hurricane season, it is crucial 
for South Carolina residents to 
take proactive steps in prepar-
ing their homes and families,” 
said Kim Stenson, South Caroli-
na Emergency Management di-
rector. “This is the time to gath-
er supplies, thoroughly review 
your emergency plans and con-

firm your evacuation zone.” 
There are other simple steps 

South Carolinians can take now 
to get prepared: 

• Find your hurricane evacu-
ation zone at https://hurricane.
sc/ and assess your risk;

• Visit Hurricane.SC for step-
by-step emergency planning in 
your state;

• Evacuate if told to do so.  
Text SHELTER to 43362 to find 
nearby emergency shelters in 
case of evacuation; and

• Download the FEMA App at 
https://www.ready.gov/fe-
ma-app to receive real-time 
weather emergency alerts for 
up to five different locations.

Bottom line: Don’t put off  
your family’s safety — get pre-
pared for hurricane season 
now. Find more information at 
Ready.Gov/Hurricanes in En-
glish or Ready.Gov/ES/Hu-
racanes in Spanish.

During my seminary days, I was a hos-
pital chaplain one summer. Unfortu-
nately, I drew my first night on call 
over Memorial Day weekend. Univer-

sity Hospital was the Level III trauma center 
for central Kentucky, so all the gunshot vic-
tims, car accident survivors and drug overdos-
ers came to our emergency room.

As I reported for duty, one of the nurses 
warned me it would be a busy 
night. “It’s Memorial Day 
weekend and a full moon,” 
she said. “Plus, it will stay in 
the 80s tonight. That’s three 
strikes. Don’t expect to get 
any rest tonight.” She was 
right.

I had been on duty for about 
an hour when the first acci-
dent victims came in. There 
were screams of pain as the 

doctors and nurses swarmed 
around the stretchers. The man had a broken 
leg; the woman had lacerations to her head and 
fractured ribs. At the appropriate time (after 
they gave them something for the pain), I 
prayed with them. They both told me their acci-
dent was a wake-up call from God. They were 
stitched up, put in casts and discharged. I hope 
they stayed awake for God.

The next trauma case was two guys in a bar 
fight. Lots of stitches. Other folks were in the 
ER waiting room with various aches and pains. 
One man had an ice bag he held against his 
head.

It was about 9 p.m. when I was paged up to 
labor and delivery. There was a woman in the 
stirrups, sweating and panting. An anxious 
young man by her side looked at me and asked, 
“Are you the preacher?” I told him yes, decid-
ing this was not the moment to distinguish be-
tween “chaplain” and “preacher.” He said, “We 
want to get married.” She let out a soft moan. I 
replied, “That’s probably a good idea.” He 
looked at me as if  I wasn’t getting the message. 
“Can you do it now?” he asked. She moaned 
again, a little louder this time. 

Never in my short ministerial career had I 
been asked to perform a wedding with such ur-
gency. I asked if they had a license. This ear-
nest young man, in all sincerity, asked, “You 
need a license to get married?” I explained 
being married in the eyes of God and in the 
eyes of the state, but I kept my explanation 
short. The woman’s moans were louder and 
coming more often. It turned out he wanted to 
be sure the baby had his last name. When he 
discovered they could give the baby his last 
name without being married, his anxiety di-
minished. 

It was midnight when I made it back down to 
the ER. I was walking by a gurney when a resi-
dent grabbed me and said, “Hold this guy 
down.” They were about to do a gastric lavage 
to see if  there was internal bleeding. I watched 
as they sliced open the man’s skin, then insert-
ed a tube to see if  there was any blood. This 
particular ministerial duty was not covered in 
seminary. I had dreams about that procedure 
for a long time. Once they packed off the tube, 
the resident tapped me on my shoulder and 

said, “Nice work, Chap.” That was the only 
time I have ever been praised for my skill of  
holding people down.

I looked in on a drug addict who was in re-
straints. He was coming off a bad trip and 
didn’t want to talk to the chaplain. 

In another bay, there was a body with a sheet 
over it. The doctor saw me and said, “Come 
with me, Chap. I’m about to tell the family he 
didn’t make it.” We walked into the consulta-
tion room, and I saw the anxious eyes of the 
family scan the doctor’s face. They were crying 
before he started to speak. He told them the na-
ture of the injuries, and how they had tried to 
save their loved one. But, the doctor said, he 
succumbed to his injuries. An old man, maybe 
the deceased’s father, said, “What does suc-
cumbed mean? The doctor hesitated, and it fell 
to me to say, “It means he passed away.” Tears 
ran down the old man’s face. I prayed with the 
family, knowing my words would not take away 
the pain. They had started the day with plans 
and chores, and before the next day dawned, 
their lives had changed forever. The family’s 
pastor showed up shortly thereafter, and it was 
plain to see he was better able to minister to 
that family than I was.

At about 2 a.m. a young girl was brought in to 
have her stomach pumped. She had swallowed 
a bunch of pills to prove a point to her boy-
friend. When I talked to her, she said she 
couldn’t believe she was so stupid. She hadn’t 
really wanted to kill herself; she just wanted 
him to pay attention to her. 

There were a few more car accident victims 
that night, one burn case from someone whose 
grill got away from him (who grills at 3 a.m.?). 
Around 5 a.m., things started to slow down. 
The guy with the gastric lavage had the tube re-
moved and was headed upstairs to a room. The 
drug overdose guy let me pray with him. I 
checked back with the couple in labor and de-
livery. The baby had arrived and was doing 
fine. There was no further mention of mar-
riage.

My relief showed up at 8 a.m., and I went 
back to my dorm room, exhausted. Before I 
drifted off to a fitful sleep, I thought about all I 
had seen on that hot, full-moon night. This 
thought crossed my mind: Jesus loved every 
one of those people I saw. He loved the accident 
victims, the drug overdose girl, the odd couple 
in labor and delivery, the guy who didn’t make 
it, his family, plus all the doctors and nurses, 
and the very tired student chaplain. He was at 
work in each of those lives. The hot, full-moon 
night didn’t chase him away.
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DEAR ABBY: I am a 
male scientist at a 
large university. 
Four years ago, I 

was surprised to receive 
an email from someone 
with whom I'd been 
friends many 
years ago, when 
he was a postdoc-
toral fellow in 
our department. 
We were good 
friends back 
then, but we lost 
contact when he 
moved east and 
quit research. He 
now works in 
computer securi-
ty. After he reini-
tiated contact, we 
resumed the friendship, 
with regular phone calls 
and emails. 

 Two years ago, he invit-
ed me to spend the day 
with him and his wife 
(whom I'd never met), 
when I visited my family 
on the East Coast. Since 
my family lives near him, I 
took him up on the offer 
and spent a very pleasant 
day with them at their 
home. 

 Abby, I never heard 
from him again! After 
sending several emails and 
a postcard thanking him 
and his wife for being gra-
cious hosts, there has been 
silence ever since. Inciden-
tally, we're both Jewish, as 
is his wife. During the 
years before he reconnect-
ed with me, he became Or-
thodox and very obser-
vant, which I am not. Any 
thoughts about what is 
going on and what, if  any-
thing, I can do about it?

BAFFLED IN 
CALIFORNIA

 
DEAR BAFFLED: What 

might have happened 
during your visit with this 
old/new friend is any-
body's guess. I doubt your 
lack of  religiosity has any-
thing to do with this. Per-
haps his wife discouraged 
further contact. Because 
he never explained why he 
was withdrawing, you may 
never know. But as things 
stand, I don't think there's 
anything you can do about 
it. If  you hear from him in 
another few years, feel 
free to ask him.

DEAR ABBY: I have been 
in my relationship for al-
most five years and believe 
that "nothing is constant 
but change." My partner 
has caviar taste with tuna 
fish money. They like ex-

pensive things but 
can't afford to main-
tain them. They rob 
from Peter to pay 
Paul, make purchas-
es with high-inter-
est charge cards and 
complain constantly 
they don't have any 
extra money. They 
are presently look-
ing for another job 
to make more 
money to spend. 

 I live on a fixed 
income. I'm trying to con-
trol spending but end up 
in arguments about not 
having money to do things. 
My partner has mastered 
the art of  spending other 
people's money, including 
mine, which I think is self-
ish. Any suggestions about 
how to work out these 
money issues?

ALL ABOUT THE 
MONEY

DEAR ALL ABOUT THE 
MONEY: You and your part-
ner have very different 
values when it comes to fi-
nances. THEY AREN'T 
GOING TO CHANGE. This 
is one of  the subjects that 
most frequently causes 
couples to break up. (Oth-
ers include politics, sex, 
religion and child rearing.) 
My suggestion: End the re-
lationship before this per-
son causes you to go bank-
rupt.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. 
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.
To order "How to Write Let-
ters for All Occasions," 
send your name and mail-
ing address, plus check or 
money order for $8 (U.S. 
funds) to: Dear Abby — 
Letter Booklet, P.O. Box 
447, Mount Morris, IL 
61054-0447. (Shipping and 
handling are included in 
the price.)

Friendship reforged 
goes silent again after 
spending day together

Dear Abby
ABIGAIL  
VAN BUREN

The ER on a 
hot night with 
a full moon …

The Rev. Dr.
Clay Smith

Hurricane season has 
begun; get ready now

‘This is the time to 
gather supplies, 
thoroughly review 
your emergency plans 
and confirm your 
evacuation zone.’
KIM STENSON

S.C. Emergency Management 
director

Dotte McKenzie

Call or visit us today!
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REFLECTIONS

New Wateree bridge provided convenient highway route

“Businesses will be sus-

pended in Sumter at 

noon and the balance 

of  the day will be devoted to cel-

ebrating the formal opening of  

the Wateree River bridge at Gar-

ner’s Ferry, which is the con-

necting highway 

link on the most 

direct route be-

tween the eastern 

and western divi-

sions of  South 

Carolina, the state 

heretofore having 

been separated by 

the almost impassable Water-

ee-Santee river from the foot 

hills at Camden to the sea 

coast,” The Sumter Daily Item 

reported July 11, 1923.

Reflections revisits the construc-
tion of  a highway and bridge which 
provided a solution to a major travel 
issue between Sumter and Columbia. 
“The construction of  this new bridge 
across the Wateree swamp came 
about through a mutual agreement 
between Sumter and Richland coun-
ties." The information and photos 
used to prepare this piece were ob-
tained from The Item archives.

 The Sumter Daily Item in May 
1923 reported that the new bridge to 
be constructed to replace Garner’s 
Ferry was “a concrete and steel 
structure measuring 2,037 feet in 
length, comprised of  two 168-foot 
steel truss river spans on concrete 
piers, twenty-five 36 ½-foot rein-
forced concrete beam spans with 
concrete supports on wooden pile 
foundations, and forty-nine 16-foot 
panels of  creosoted timber trestle.” 
The highway commission recom-
mended that the Sumter contract be 
awarded to Simons & Mayrant of  
Charleston, low bidders. This con-
struction was a federal aid project 
with Sumter and Richland counties 
jointly. The cost of  this project 
(bridge) was approximately $150,000. 
The cost of  the bridge as it ap-
proached from the Richland side 
was $20,000 with the county paying 
half  and half  being paid by the 
highway department. On the Sum-
ter side, the cost was approximately 
$16,000 with half  of  this amount 
paid by Sumter County. The ap-
proach to the bridge on the Sumter 
side was slightly over four miles 
long and built for temporary use. 
The plan included building up the 
approach so that it would not be af-
fected by high water from the Wa-
teree swamp.

 The Item in 1923 further reported 
that “before the bridge was built, the 
distance from Columbia to Sumter, 
by way of  Camden, was 63 miles. 
After the construction was complet-
ed, the distance was reduced to 40 
miles. The bridge itself, as was previ-
ously noted, was constructed at a 
cost of  $150,000 while the approaches 
from Sumter and Richland were esti-
mated to cost $35,000 or $40,000. The 
bridge and approaches were built by 

the two counties with federal aid 
under the supervision of  the S.C. 
Highway Department. Each county 
furnished half  its share of  funds, 
and this sum was matched by the 
government in accordance with the 
usual procedure for federal aid.”

The roads through the swamp, 
though passable, were not yet fitted 
for quick traveling. “Capt. J. Roy 
Pennell announced that about 30 
minutes was necessary to travel 
from high land of  one county to that 
of  the other, but no one would com-
plain at that when the bridge is 
opened. The bridge linked two of  the 
richest sections of  the state and was 
of  great importance to the residents 
of  the two districts, many of  whom 
often have expressed the wish for the 
existence of  such a structure. 

The Item reported, “Work on this 
project took more than two years … 
with many delays encountered in 
various quarters as rain proved a 
setback in the approaches on the 
Sumter side, where engineers had to 
traverse several miles of  low swamp 
land that was often covered with 
high water.”

The old bridge, constructed in 
1922-23, widened in 1938, was consid-
ered adequate for two-lane traffic 
and continued to carry traffic 
through the swamp until a new 
structure was built. The engineers 
made it known that the road through 
the swamp posed a serious obstacle 
to safe and quick travel. This issue 
would be addressed at a later date, 
requiring movement of  large 
amounts of  earth, time and expendi-
ture.

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS
The Wateree Bridge structure was completed in late April 1923 and was scheduled to be open to traffic upon completion of the adjoining earth fills on each side of the river. The 
bridge was 2,037 feet, 8 inches, and was a Federal Aid Project of Richland and Sumter counties jointly.

Sammy Way
REFLECTIONS

The concrete trestle approaches to the Wateree River bridge are seen on the Richland side of the river in April 1923.

ABOVE: The Wateree bridge is demolished 
in January 1986.

LEFT: When rain fell, engineers had to use 
small boats and canoes to make inspec-
tion trips along the roadbed.

The bridge over the Wateree River is seen under construction during the 1920s. A 
“spring freshet” had the water level up to the bridge. Bridge engineer Ambrose Gonza-
les is seen standing on the bridge.
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Check out the Sumter International Food 
Festival, run to support homeless pets, or 
tour Clarendon-area farms this weekend

To make a submission to our events list, 
email pressrelease@theitem.com with EVENTS 
in the subject line.

SUMTER COUNTY
On Saturday, June 1, walk, run or jog for a 

good cause at the annual Epps Orthodontics K9-
5K. All proceeds from the run benefit Sumter 
SPCA. All ages and skill levels are invited to 
participate or cheer on their favorite runner. 
Sign up at eppsortho.com.

Splash around at the Sumter 
Aquatics Center. The center offers 
classes and activities and a free 
water aerobics class. You can 
also rent the center for par-
ties, which includes use of  the 
new lazy river. Usual admis-
sion for all guests is $3, and 
hours throughout the sum-
mer are: Mondays: closed; 
Tuesday: noon - 5 p.m.; 
Wednesday: noon - 5 p.m.; 
Thursday: noon - 5 p.m.; Fri-
day: noon - 7 p.m.; Saturday: 
noon - 5 p.m.; and Sunday: 1 - 6 p.m.

Sumter Farmers Market is up and running 
from noon to 5 p.m. Fridays through Nov. 22 at 
USC Sumter, 200 Miller Road. Grab some lunch 
at one of  the many food trucks and purchase 
quality, farm-fresh products and unique 
hand-crafted items all at the market. 
SFMNP-Senior and WIC vouchers are accepted.

Fourth Fridays has started back up for the 
summer in front of  Sumter County Court-
house, 141 N. Main St. Every fourth Friday 
through September, a different band will take 
the stage at 6:30 p.m., and the event will last 
until 9 p.m. with food trucks/vendors, beer and 
free entertainment. Palmetto Optimist Club 
will give out free books to kids and have pop-
corn for sale, and Sertoma Club will sell the 
beer. Downtown restaurants will also be open 
during the event. Bands on the schedule are 
The Live in the Flesh Experience on June 28, 
Chief  Complaint on July 26, Second Nature on 
Aug. 23 and Too Much Sylvia on Sept. 27. Bring 
your own chairs. Coolers aren't allowed.

The Sumter Opera House, 21 N. Main St., is 
bringing back its Summer Movie Series on June 
4 featuring $2 showings and popcorn and water 
for just $1.The lineup is as follows: June 4, 
"Mary Poppins" (1964); June 11, "Wonka"; June 
18, "Elemental"; June 25, "Wish"; July 2, " Paw 
Patrol"; July 9, "Under the Boardwalk"; July 16, 
"Puppet Treasure Island" (1996); July 23, "The 
Super Mario Bros. Movie"; and July 30, "Rata-
touille." Movies times are 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 
p.m. For additional information, visit Sum-
terOperaHouse.com.

St. Anne and St. Jude will host the Sumter In-
ternational Food Festival on Saturday, June 1, 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free, and 
there will be food, games, live music, a silent 
auction, kids’ zone and much more. The event 
is at 216 E. Liberty St.

CLARENDON COUNTY
The 2nd-Annual Turbeville Pickleball Tourna-

ment will be held at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, June 1, 
at Turbeville United Methodist Church, 1642 
Main St. Doubles competition is $100 per team. 
To register, text Allison at (843) 659-7077. A bake 
sale and canteen will be open all day. Payment 
can be made via cash, check or Venmo. Grab a 
paddle to play or a chair to watch. Join in the 
fun to raise money for missions.

On Saturday, June 1, Clarendon will make its 
debut on the annual Ag+Art Tour, featuring two 
stops: Cannon Ag Products, at 2996 Hicks Road 
in Turbeville, from noon to 4 p.m., allowing vis-
itors to browse the wide array of  fresh produce 
and other on-site crafters, and Richburg Farms, 
at 4553 Paxville Highway from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
where visitors can check out the roadside mar-
ket, smell sweet flowers and enjoy the open 
fresh air at the play area and open-air shed. 
Bring the entire family for a day of  fun. The 
tour is open to everyone, and tickets are not re-
quired. 

Take a ride in a hot air balloon and enter 
your car, truck, motorcycle or golf  cart in the 
Auto, Bike and Golf  Carts Show at the Mon-
archs Got Talent and Auto Show on Saturday, 
June 8, in Manning. There will also be food, 
music and games at the event at JC Britton 
Park, 3057 Raccoon Road. Pre-register your ve-
hicle and buy your hot air balloon tickets at 
monarchstrong.com. Balloon rides will be from 
8 to 10 a.m., weather permitting, and the auto 
show is from 9 to 11 a.m. Zumba in the Park 
will be offered from noon to 1 p.m., and the 
Monarchs Got Talent Show is from 1 to 3 p.m.

LEE COUNTY
Hop aboard our whisper-quiet, open-air tour 

vehicle and explore the park along the historic 
Loop Road in Lee State Park June 1 and June 
22. Guided tram tour guests will visit historic 
points of  interest while keeping an eye out and 
ears open for park wildlife like white-tailed 
deer, many species of  birds and turtles out and 
about on the park. Each tour runs from 10 a.m. 
to noon and costs $10 per person. Wear clothing 
appropriate for the weather and also for riding 
on a 15mph open-air tram, water and bug repel-
lent. Binoculars, camera, sunglasses and a hat 
are optional. Registration deadline is one day 
before the program. Limited seating is avail-
able. Because of  the capacity limit of  the tour 
vehicle, you will need to also fill out the form at 
https://forms.office.com/r/86pLRh204z in addi-
tion to registering online. Book your seats at 
https://tinyurl.com/4ybd57s5. Meet at the Envi-
ronmental Education Center.

Look for the Lizard Man and celebrate a local 
legend at the third-annual Lizard Man Stomp 
event in Bishopville on Saturday, June 29, from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. On June 29, 1988, a lizard man, 
standing 8 feet tall, was allegedly spotted walk-
ing in Bishopville's Scape Ore Swamp near 
Browntown Road, and locals have been fasci-
nated with the legend ever since. There will be 
a parade, music, arts, crafts, car show and free 
food for the kids in downtown Bishopville.

The Lizard Man Stomp 2024 Arts and Crafts 
Show will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, June 29, at the S.C. Cotton Museum, 121 W. 
Cedar Lane, Bishopville. Free admission. Ven-

dors can contact Millie Scott at (803) 
486-5093.

COLUMBIA
The 2nd-Annual Black Eats Week 
803 will be held June 17-23, as 

part of  the Juneteenth cele-
bration week. The event, 

featuring special menus 
and promotions at par-
ticipating businesses, 
community events and 
activities, recognizes 

the rich culinary heri-
tage of  Black-owned restaurants, food 

trucks, bakeries, creameries and more in the 
Midlands area. Registration is now open for 
businesses to participate. Details of  the week 
will be offered on the free Soda City Certified 
app and the Black Eats Week 803 website. Fol-
low on Facebook/Instagram @BlackEats-
Week803 for the latest updates. Interested busi-
nesses and sponsors are encouraged to visit 
www.blackeatsweek803.com or call (803) 922-5310 
for more information and to sign up.

If  you like music and barbecue, you don't 
want to miss out on the Southeastern BBQ 
Showdown on June 14-15 at Segra Park, 1640 
Freed St., Columbia. The event hosted by Capi-
tal City/Lake Murray Country takes a food 
competition puts it in a sports stadium and 
adds the legendary Grammy Award-winning 
Country Music band, Alabama. For more infor-
mation including details on BBQ teams, ven-
dors, hotel reservations, tickets and more, visit 
SoutheasternBBQShowdown.com. 

View the power and performance of  power-
boats from across the country at the Dam Boat 
Run at Lake Murray on June 21-23. The event 
benefits the Big Red Barn Retreat and the Rich-
land County Sheriff's Department. For addi-
tional information or to register to be in the 
boat run, visit www.lakemurraypowerboatrun.
com.

See S.C.'s Largest Fireworks Show synchro-
nized to music on Lake Murray on Saturday, 
June 29. Fireworks will be launched at about 
9:30 p.m. from both Spence Island and Dreher 
Island. The best viewing location is from a 
boat. Tune your radio to hear patriotic music 
while enjoying the view. The best way to 
watch/listen is to tune your radio to 93.1 If  you 
choose to stream the music there will be a 
delay. The fireworks are funded through Capi-
tal City/Lake Murray Country's fundraising ef-
forts at the Taste of  Lake Murray each year, 
private donations and support from sponsors. 
The Annual Patriotic Boat Parade on Lake 
Murray will not take place this year due to the 
construction at the dam. All normal fees will 
apply at the park sites, all boat launching sites 
and marinas on Lake Murray. Should thunder 
and lightning occur and cause a postponement, 
the fireworks will take place on Sunday, June 
30.

FLORENCE COUNTY
The Waccamaw Tractor and Engine Club in 

conjunction with Agri Supply of  Florence will 
hold its Tractor Show from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 1, at the Pee Dee State Farmers 
Market, 2513 W. Lucas St., Florence. Free ad-
mission and parking. Rain date is June 8. For 
additional information, call (843) 665-5154.

A Car Show and Cruise-In featuring all makes 
and models will be held from 3 to 8 p.m. Satur-
day, June 15, at Lil D's Dugout American Grill, 
3051 S. Irby St., Florence. Enjoy live music 
while viewing your favorite autos. Rain date is 
June 22. All proceeds benefit the Turbeville 
Children's Home.

The 3rd-Annual Watermelon Crawl will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, June 22, at 
5255 Langston Road, Timmonsville. The free 
family friendly event will include food trucks, 
40 local vendors and fun for the entire family.

Join Dooley Planetarium, 200 Alumni Drive, 
Florence, on Sunday, June 23, for the Evening 
Skies of Summer. This free public planetarium 
program will provide an overview of  the night 
sky for June and July and showcase constella-
tions, planets and various deep sky objects that 
are visible this time of  year. The program be-
gins at 3 p.m. Doors open at 2:30 p.m. for visi-
tors to explore the planetarium. Seating is first 
come, first served.

KERSHAW COUNTY
Join the Juneteenth Celebration from 3 to 8 p.m. 

Friday, June 14, at Camden City Arena. June-
teenth is the oldest nationally celebrated com-
memoration of the ending of slavery in the Unit-
ed States, and today, Juneteenth commemorates 
African American freedom and emphasizes edu-
cation and achievement. The event will feature 
various artists and community leaders with en-
couraging and cultural expressions. music from 
gospel to rap, poets and dancers. Attendees can 
take an Empowerment Stroll where they can re-
ceive information from healthcare providers, 
bankers and other community agencies. Attend-
ees are encouraged to bring lawn chairs. There 
is no cost for admission or for any of the food 
and beverages served. There will be onsite ven-
dors with items for purchase. For additional in-
formation, visit https://experiencecamdensc.com/
event/juneteenth-celebration.

Learn More
To learn more about 
The Bobbys, contact the 
Sumter Item sales team. 
advertising@theitem.com
(803) 774-1200
www.theitem.com

June 20, 2024 
The Sumter Opera House

Guest Speaker: 
Dexter Davis
Featured Guest: 

Bobby Richardson

THE BOBBYS Sports Awards is a 
red-carpet event and scholarship 

presentation celebrating the 
best in local sports throughout 

the 2023-2024 season.
The night will be full of award 
celebrations, student-athlete 

scholarships, memorable videos,
red-carpet photos and more. 

Tickets are available for $10. 
$5 student tickets will be 

available at the door.

Order your ticket today!
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2 Sumter agribusinesses are awarded grants 
in ACRE Advanced Entrepreneurship program
STAFF REPORT

Two Sumter agribusinesses were 
among 12 South Carolina businesses 
awarded grants by the South Carolina 
Department of  Agriculture’s Agri-
business Center for Research and En-
trepreneurship (ACRE) as part of  its 
Advanced Entrepreneurship program. 

The finalists presented to a panel of  
judges on May 15 and were scored 
based on their business plans, a 
five-minute video and their demon-
strated history of  business success. 

Included in the $200,000 that was 
awarded were Oswego Flowers and 
Bradford Farms, both of  Sumter 
County. In addition to funding, the 
awardees will also receive access to a 
network of  business advisors and 
professional assistance with further 
state and federal grant applications, 
according to a news release from 
SCDA. 

Oswego Flowers, which focuses on 
growing unusual cut flower varieties, 
will use the grant to help purchase a 
larger greenhouse to extend the grow-
ing season of  cut flowers to year-
round production and begin shifting 
into wholesale production of  cut flow-
ers.

Bradford Farms, which grows, pro-
cesses and markets its own heirloom 
crops and acts as a micro-distributor 
providing South Carolina-grown pro-
duce to restaurants in North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Georgia, will use 
the grant money for mechanized wash 
stations, mechanical choppers and 
cold storage with forklift access.

Other grant recipients in the state 
are:

— Dragonfly Creek (Colleton Coun-
ty), a diversified market farm in Wal-
terboro growing seasonal vegetables, 
herbs, fruits, cut flowers and chicken 
eggs. As they continue to grow, they 
plan to develop a weekly Community 
Supported Agriculture program for 
Walterboro-area residents. They plan 
to use ACRE funds to invest in wildlife 
fencing to protect their crops and drill 
another well to expand irrigation.

— Blue Ridge Rabbit Meat Co. is a 
family run rabbit farm in Wellford 
(Spartanburg County) that raises and 
processes rabbits, shipping the 
high-quality meat to customers across 
the country. The company plans to use 
ACRE funding to add heating and cool-
ing systems throughout their barn.

— Crossroads Processing (Lexington 
County) was founded in Leesville in 
2022 with a focus on deer processing 
but quickly expanded into processing 
different kinds of  meat, including live-
stock, to address gaps in the local mar-
ket. Their goals for the company are 
to increase direct-to-consumer pro-
cessing, increase local meat process-
ing infrastructure and to shrink the 
gap between farmers and consumers. 

— Lowcountry Fungi is an indoor 
farm on Johns Island (Charleston 
County) supplying culinary and me-
dicinal mushrooms to restaurants and 
wholesale customers. The company 
recently launched a “mushroom cof-
fee” that blends local coffee with fungi 
grown on the farm. With the ACRE 
grant, they plan to expand into anoth-

er warehouse unit to expand produc-
tion and add a certified kitchen.

— Farm in the Wildwood (Greenville 
County) uses eco-friendly, no-till and 
regenerative agricultural methods to 
grow baby greens, herbs and various 
vegetables for customers including 
restaurants in the Greenville area, 
CSA members and a seasonal farm-
stand, as well as agritourism offer-
ings. With the ACRE grant, they in-
tend to make facility improvements, 
improve marketing and expand their 
product offerings.

— The Pickled Pepper People 
(Greenville County) makes spicy slaw 
from fresh vegetables that are locally 
and sustainably sourced, using a tra-
ditional Haitian family recipe. This 
minority-owned business will use the 
ACRE grant money for equipment, 
marketing and social media, and 
shared kitchen expenses.

— Growing Green Family Farms 
(Greenville County) supplies fresh 
produce to the Upstate region, using 
regenerative agricultural practices 
through compost and interplanting. 
They aim to expand their Good Agri-
cultural Practices-certified packing 
shed and walk-in cooler, with which 
they can increase their own produc-
tion and support other farmers in 
need of  a food safety-certified space.

— After taking over a pecan farm 
from their parents, the younger gener-
ation of  Yon Family Farms quickly in-
creased yield through improvements 
to irrigation and equipment. They op-
erate a retail store in Ridge Spring 
(Saluda County) that sells pecans and 

pecan products while also supporting 
other local farms by selling local 
goods from producers across South 
Carolina. Yon will construct a new 
permanent freezer space to improve 
access and inventory management.

— Heartworks Farm (Lexington 
County) is a specialty crop farm pro-
ducing tomatoes, microgreens and cut 
flowers. They intend to build on a 
multi-functional packing and process-
ing building with a dedicated process-
ing area, cold storage and a flexible 
space for educational workshops and 
farm events.

— Hull and Husk (Beaufort County) 
uses locally sourced peanut shells, 
pecan shells, white oak and coffee 
grounds to produce pellets for 
wood-burning grills and animal feed. 
With the help of  the ACRE grant, they 
intend to buy packaging equipment, 
an air purification system and a drum 
dryer for materials used in pellet pro-
duction.

“Every year, I’m so impressed by the 
creativity, drive and diversity of  the 
entrepreneurs who compete as part of  
the ACRE Advanced Entrepreneur-
ship program,” said ACRE Executive 
Director Kyle Player in the release.

ACRE was founded in 2018 to help 
identify and nurture new ideas and 
businesses in the Palmetto State’s 
agribusiness sector. ACRE also part-
ners with Clemson Extension to offer 
a fall curriculum program to train 
and mentor beginning agricultural en-
trepreneurs and prepare them to seek 
advanced award funding. To learn 
more, visit acre-sc.com.

SCDNR biologist recognized 
as Recovery Champion for 
work on rare marsh bird

When biologist Christy 
Hand first came to the South 
Carolina Department of  Natu-
ral Resources in 2011, she had 
never heard of  the black rail; 
almost no one in South Caro-
lina had.

Understanding the rare, dis-
appearing marsh bird quickly 
became one of  the centerpiec-
es of  her career — and in 
time, she established one of  
the country’s foremost re-
search and conservation pro-
grams for black rails.

Now, the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service has honored her 
work with a 2023 Recovery 
Champion award. Each year, 
the service recognizes em-
ployees and partners for out-
standing efforts to conserve 
and protect endangered and 
threatened species of  fish, 
wildlife and plants. Hand is 
this year’s Southeast Region 
Champion, about whom the 
service wrote the following:

“For nearly a decade, Chris-
ty Hand has been at the fore-
front of  conservation and re-
covery efforts for the federally 
threatened Eastern black rail, 
conducting cutting-edge re-
search, designing and imple-
menting comprehensive moni-
toring programs, informing 
habitat restoration initiatives 
and increasing public aware-
ness among many other activ-
ities. Hand’s research on the 

breeding ecology and molt 
phenology of  the rail in South 
Carolina has filled critical 
knowledge gaps for the sub-
species and developed meth-
odologies that are now the 
standard of  research.”

The Eastern black rail is a 
dark, sparrow-sized marsh 
bird that inhabits coastal 
states from New Jersey to 
Texas, as well as inland in 
Colorado. Historically, the 
species was far more wide-
spread — but habitat loss and 
other threats have dramatical-
ly reduced its population. In 
2020, the service listed the 
Eastern black rail as federally 
threatened under the Endan-
gered Species Act.

Coastal South Carolina re-
mains a bright spot for the 
species in the Southeast, but 
Hand’s pioneering research 
has shown just how precari-
ous that position is. In 2021, 
her team published findings 
from a camera trap study that 
identified that molting, when 
the birds grow new feathers 
and temporarily become 
flightless, coincides with hur-
ricane season. As coastal 
storm and flooding events be-
come increasingly frequent 
and severe, molting presents 
an especially vulnerable time 
of  year for black rails.

With the knowledge gained 

from their camera trap work, 
Hand and her team have now 
begun to test different ways to 
manage habitat for black rails 
on both public and private 
lands.

Fortunately, Hand is no lon-
ger alone in her efforts to un-
derstand and protect these 
elusive marsh birds. Thanks 
in large part to her work, the 
species is familiar to far more 
South Carolinians these days, 
many of  whom have become 
passionate advocates for the 
bird. A new working group 
led by Hand, South Carolina 
Black Rails, has begun mobi-
lizing the energy of  a team of  

public and private organiza-
tions and people who are dedi-
cated to black rail conserva-
tion in the state.

“Any species would be 
lucky to have Christy Hand 
as an advocate in its corner,” 
said Morgan Wolf, fish and 
wildlife biologist with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice’s Ecological Services 
Recovery Planning Team. 
“She has a unique ability to 
build consensus and buy-in 
for the Eastern black rail 
from a variety of  stakehold-
ers by exemplifying humili-
ty, capability, resilience and 
kindness.”

BY SCDNR

CHRISTY HAND / SCDNR, TAKEN UNDER SCDNR RESEARCH PERMIT BB-20-06
A male Eastern black rail offers an insect to a female during courtship.

PHOTO PROVIDED
SCDNR biologist Christy Hand 
serves as the agency’s wading 
and marsh bird biologist.

Luckily for cooks and gardeners, some herbs come back year after year

If  you like to cook, odds are you're 
painfully aware of  the price of  herbs 
at the supermarket. But for the cost of  
a 1- or 2-ounce plastic clamshell pack-
et, you can buy a plant that will pro-
duce aromatic herbs for your kitchen 
all summer long — and even year 
after year.

Perennial herbs are among the easi-
est edibles to grow at home. All they 
require is sunlight (with some shade 
provided in the Deep South), modest 
amounts of  water (more during hot, 
dry spells) and well-draining soil. 
They typically don't even need fertiliz-
er.

WHERE TO PLANT THEM?
You can plant a dedicated herb gar-

den or use herbs as edging plants in 
your perennial flower beds; many of  
them are pretty enough. Consider 
sage's fuzzy, purple-tinged leaves, 

onion chives' purple spring flowers or 
garlic chives' white summer blooms. 
Heck, just stick them wherever you 
have room, as long as the sun can 

reach them.
My thyme, oregano, chives, sage, 

tarragon and Roman chamomile fill 
most of  a 4-by-4-foot raised bed near 
the back deck steps, leaving just 
enough room for me to tuck in some 
annual herbs. All are cold-hardy down 
to zone 4, with chives pushing the 
limit as far north as zone 3.

Rosemary, technically hardy only to 
zone 8, sometimes surprises me and 
makes a comeback, but I don't count 
on it in my zone 7 garden.

And they all can handle heat down 
to zones 8 or 9, with oregano return-
ing reliably as far south as zone 11.

Mint and lemon balm are 
fast-spreading perennials hardy in 
zones 4-9, but they will take over your 
garden if  you plant them in the 
ground. Grow them only in pots, and 
keep the pots on a porch, deck or 
patio.

ANNUALS MIGHT COME BACK, TOO
Some annual herbs tend to return, 

too. When self-seeders like dill and ci-
lantro (aka coriander) drop seeds at 
the end of  the season, leave them 
where they lie. They'll germinate and 
sprout more plants the following 
spring.

Other herbs are biennials, complet-
ing their life cycles at the end of  their 
second growing season. Parsley pro-
duces plenty of  fragrant foliage in its 
first year and slightly stunted but still 
perfectly edible leaves in its second be-
fore it flowers and calls it quits.

Caraway, another biennial, produc-
es seeds only in its second year, but 
getting to boast about growing your 
own spices makes the wait worth-
while.

At the end of  the growing season, 
you can dry or freeze your home-
grown herbs for year-round, fresh-
from-the-garden ingredients.

Another bonus? They'll all attract 
pollinators and other beneficial in-
sects, which will help make the rest of  
your garden more productive.

BY JESSICA DAMIANO
Associated Press

JESSICA DAMIANO VIA AP
This May 16 image provided by Jessica 
Damiano shows perennial onion chives 
growing in a Long Island, New York, gar-
den.
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President John Hoeper, the 
customized foam packaging 
manufacturer has a focus in 
the pharmaceutical industry 
and provides a wide range of  
cold chain solutions for spe-
cialty drugs that must main-
tain a certain temperature for 
two to three days in shipping. 

EFP plans to grow its pro-
duction of  foam products 
quickly and be at 50 employees 
by September and about 80 at 
year’s end, Hoeper added. A 
second-shift operation will 
begin at the end of  June. 

According to Plant Manag-
er Vic Corbit, EFP is looking 
for workers with general 
manufacturing experience 
and also people experienced 
in skilled trades. Mold techni-
cians and maintenance tech-
nicians are many of  the avail-

able positions. Starting wages 
are above the current Lee 
County average wage.

Numerous opportunities for 
the company have opened up 
since it announced in January 
2023 that it was beginning a 
Bishopville operation with a 

$15 million capital investment, 
Hoeper said. 

EFP already has plans to 
add on at least an additional 
100,000 square feet to the facili-
ty to double production within 
two years and be at about 160 
workers, he added.

The manufacturer is the 
fourth industry to be in the fa-
cility since it opened in the 
late 1990s. Other employers 
have included King Machine 
and Ahlstrom, according to 
Jay Schwedler, president and 
CEO of  TheLink Economic 
Development Alliance that 
serves Lee and Sumter coun-
ties. 

EFP is in the same industri-
al park as Crown Health Care 
Laundry Services, which was 
the last new major industrial 
announcement for Lee County 
and opened in November 2017. 
The small, rural county has 
had three industrial expan-
sions in the timeframe, 
Schwedler added. 

With a seventh facility open-
ing in Casa Grande, Arizona, 
later this year, Hoeper said 
EFP is focused on growth. 

“We continue to invest in 
our business with a focus on 

applying our unique capabili-
ties to unlock the value of  
breakthrough packaging 
needs,” he said. “The opening 
of  EFP’s plant in Bishopville 
augments our capabilities 
and strengthens our presence 
nationwide. We look forward 
to the growth of  this facility 
and what it brings to the 
Bishopville community.” 

Gordon Eckley, chairman of  
TheLink Economic Develop-
ment Alliance, said the an-
nouncement feels great for Lee 
County. 

“We are excited, and EFP 
has expressed that this facility 
will probably be its largest in 
the United States at some 
point,” he said. 

At the grand opening, Black 
River Electric Cooperative 
CEO Todd Carter also pre-
sented EFP with a check for 
$200,000 to fund infrastructure 
development at the site. 

EFP IS HIRING
Go online to efppackaging.com/
careers to see available jobs.

Engineered Foam Packaging President John Hoeper speaks to attend-
ees at EFP’s grand-opening ceremony.

EFP FROM PAGE A1

Local and regional dignitaries 
and EFP employees gathered for 
a group photo at the conclusion 
of the grand opening ceremony 
Thursday.

PHOTOS BY BRUCE MILLS / THE SUMTER ITEM

She will enter University of  
South Carolina Upstate in 
Spartanburg with an Associ-
ate in Science in tow already 
after participating in the USC 
Sumter Early College Pro-
gram as a junior and senior at 
Lakewood. That allowed her 
to get plenty of  prerequisites 
completed, and she will enter 
USC Upstate as a junior with 
the opportunity to graduate in 
two years. 

Her initial year of  high 
school was interrupted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and on-
line learning at home. McCau-
ley said it took a lot of  disci-
pline to do virtual learning 
and that in-person learning in 
the classroom is much more 
her preference. 

Given the pandemic as a 
freshman and then being on 
the campus of  USC Sumter 
for her final two years of  high 
school with the Early College 
program, she essentially had 
just one year of  traditional 
high school in the classroom 
at Lakewood. 

She said her parents and 
her aunt were her biggest in-
fluencers and motivators for 
success. 

“They kept me on my toes 
and kind of  encouraged me 
when I did not believe in my-
self  to get things done and to 
make sure that I was at the 
head and not on the tail end 
of  things,” McCauley said. 

As far as a career goal, she 
will major in nursing in col-
lege and wants to eventually 
become a neonatal nurse 
practitioner to premature and 
ill newborns in a hospital set-
ting. 

McCauley said success in 
high school was both a combi-
nation of  her studies coming 
naturally and being an over-
achiever. 

“It was pretty much both 
for me,” she said. “It came 
easy, but I did not like the 
bare minimum. Instead, I did 
the absolute most.”

As far as extracurricular 
activities, McCauley was in 
Lakewood’s gospel choir and 
was a member of  Family, Ca-
reer and Community Leaders 
of  America and also part of  
the school’s National Honor 
Society. 

• • •

At Crestwood High, 
Reymart Velasco ranked top 
in a class of  250 students with 
a 5.313 weighted GPA, which 
was also a 4.0 on the 4.0 scale. 

He is also glad that COVID-
19 is in the past now and 
found that interacting with 
other students was a big ad-
justment when in-person 
learning returned his sopho-

more year. 
Velasco has a close bond 

with his parents, and the fam-
ily moved from the Philip-
pines to Sumter when he was 
8 years old because his 
great-uncle served in the U.S. 
Navy. 

The adjustment was diffi-
cult with his parents working 
long hours and pursuing side 
business ventures to help 
make ends meet financially, 
he said.

Velasco looks up to his mom 
and dad for the sacrifices they 
made, perseverance that they 
showed and heavy focus they 
had on education, he said. 

In his youth, he recalls that 
his mom worked at Golden 
Corral, and after her shift and 
returning home, she was ac-
tive in her children’s school-
work. 

“She would look over my 
school folder to see what I was 
studying,” he said, “and she 
would hand write practice 
worksheets, so in that way, I 
could reinforce what I learned 
at school. I remember that she 
would stay up late to make an 
entire test hand-written. Then 
she would make me wake up 
early so I could do that prac-
tice test, and when I got to 
school I would be fully pre-
pared and equipped for the 
test.”

Like McCauley, Velasco also 
said school somewhat came 
naturally, but he is an over-
achiever, others say. He con-
siders that he was just doing 
his work though after follow-
ing in his parents’ footsteps, 
he said. 

Velasco will attend the Uni-
versity of  South Carolina in 
Columbia and plans to major 
in computer science and de-
sires to become a software en-
gineer, he added. 

A full academic scholarship 
has been “a dream come true” 
after he learned a few weeks 
ago that he earned a presti-
gious Harmon Scholarship 
from a local private donor 
through a Midlands founda-
tion. Before the full ride, Vel-
asco was anxious about how 
he was going to make ends 
meet and was considering 
commuting an hour each way 
to go to USC in order to avoid 
the housing cost at college. 

As far as extracurricular 
activities, he was a member of  
Crestwood’s National Honor 
Society, Junior Civitan Inter-
national Club and student 
government. Velasco was also 
heavily involved in his dad’s 
side venture, which is a lawn-
mowing and pressure-wash-
ing business, in both advertis-
ing and the labor. 

• • •

At Sumter High, Jeshua Es-
piritu ranked No. 1 in a class 
of  about 446 seniors with a 
5.509 weighted GPA, also a 4.0 
on the 4.0 scale. 

Like Velasco, Espiritu was 
born in the Philippines and 
moved to Sumter when he 
was 7 years old.

He said that he is motivated 
by challenges, and he definite-
ly took them head on through-
out high school. At the start 
of  his senior year, Espiritu 
was selected as a National 
Merit Scholarship Commend-
ed Student. 

He was also one of  only four 
seniors at Sumter High who 
was a full diploma student in 
the school’s rigorous Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Pro-
gram. As a full IB student, he 
took all the core classes that 
the program offers at Sumter 
High, he said. 

“I am motivated by chal-
lenges and trying not to be 
stagnant but to stay as pro-

ductive as possible, and IB has 
definitely pushed that,” Espir-
itu said. 

His extracurricular activi-
ties were about as newswor-
thy as his academics, as Es-
piritu was elected president of  
the Junior Civitan Interna-
tional Club and was Sumter’s 
first student to ever achieve 
the honor. 

In the role, he was the stu-
dent leader for the entire or-
ganization that brings togeth-
er thousands of  middle- and 
high-school students across 
the globe to participate in ser-
vice projects and volunteer 
activities to better their com-
munities and includes a na-
tional summit event. 

Espiritu was also drum 
major his senior year for the 
Sumter High Marching Band, 
in the school’s wind ensemble 
and a member of  National 
Honor Society.

He also considered his par-
ents as his biggest supporters, 

who were “my biggest cheer-
leaders but also kept me hum-
ble and grounded.”

Given his full slate of  activi-
ties, Espiritu said that he is an 
overachiever. 

“I would like to say it 
comes naturally, but realisti-
cally I am definitely an over-
achiever because I like to fill 
up my plate,” he said. “I 
could do the bare minimum, 
but I also do other stuff  like 
marching band, I play in the 
jazz band, I participate in lots 
of  volunteer service activities 
through the Junior Civitan 
organization, and I am in Na-
tional Honor Society. So, I 
think I would classify myself  
as definitely an overachiev-
er.”

In the fall, Espiritu will at-
tend Clemson University and 
plans to major in computer 
engineering. Eventually, he 
would like to work for a high-
tech company to pursue com-
puter research, he said.

VALEDICTORIANS FROM PAGE A1

Learn to drive with our 
Professional & Certified 
Instructors

Flexible Lesson Times & 
Days of Your Choice

Affordable Pricing within 
Your Budget

201 E. Liberty Street • Sumter, SC

Qualified & Certified 
Instructors behind 

the Wheel

Call: 803-908-5557
or visit our website: www.3jsdrive.com
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PRIMARY ELECTION 
SUBMISSIONS 
Columns and letters to 
the editor regarding the 
Tuesday, June 11, primaries 
should be submitted on 
or before Monday, June 
3, for inclusion before the 
election. 

ZELL WILL BE TRANSPARENT, 
CARING LEADER IN S.C. SENATE

I am writing to express my 
enthusiastic support for Jeff  
Zell as the next South Carolina 
state senator for District 36. In 
these challenging times, our 
community needs a leader 
who embodies integrity, vision 
and a genuine commitment to 
public service — qualities that 
Jeff  Zell possesses in abun-
dance.

 Jeff  Zell has a proven track 
record of  dedication to our 
community. As a retired Air 
Force veteran, current school 
board trustee and long-time 
resident of  the area, Jeff  un-
derstands the unique challeng-
es and opportunities we face. 
His career in public service 
and community engagement 
demonstrates his deep-rooted 
commitment to improving the 
lives of  his fellow citizens.

 One of  Jeff's most com-
mendable qualities is his un-
wavering dedication to educa-
tion. He has consistently advo-
cated for increased funding for 
our public schools, ensuring 
that our children receive the 
quality education they de-
serve. Jeff  understands that 
investing in education is in-
vesting in the future of  South 
Carolina.

 Moreover, Jeff  Zell is a 
strong proponent of  econom-
ic development and job cre-
ation. He has outlined clear 
plans to attract new business-

es to our district, support 
local entrepreneurs and cre-
ate sustainable job opportu-
nities. Jeff's vision for eco-
nomic growth is both inclu-
sive and forward-thinking, 
prioritizing the needs of  all 
residents.

 In addition to his policy ex-
pertise, Jeff  Zell is a man of  
integrity and transparency. He 
values open communication 
with his constituents and is al-
ways willing to listen to their 
concerns. Jeff's leadership 
style fosters trust and collabo-
ration, which are essential for 
effective governance.

 I believe that Jeff  Zell is the 
ideal candidate to represent us 
in the South Carolina Senate. 
His dedication to education, 
economic development and 
transparent leadership make 
him the right choice for Dis-
trict 36. I urge my fellow resi-
dents to support Jeff  Zell in 
the upcoming election.

Together, we can bring posi-
tive change to our community 
by electing a leader who truly 
cares about our future. Vote 
for Jeff  Zell for South Carolina 
state Senate District 36.

MARK A. DUBOSE
Founder/CEO 

Palmetto State Audit

MORE MEMBERS OF CITY, 
COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD HAVE ATTENDED 
MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY

My husband and I attended 
the Memorial Day ceremony 
at Sumter Veterans Flag 
Park, as we have every year. 
Thank you to Col. Bush Han-
son and the host of  volun-
teers who helped create such 

a solemn ceremony. My fa-
ther and his two brothers 
served in World War II and, 
thankfully, were able to re-
turn home. Memorial Day 
honors the ultimate sacrifice 
made by brave Americans.

However, I am so disap-
pointed that one Sumter 
County Council member, Eu-
gene Baten, a military veter-
an, and the city's mayor pro 
tem were the only members 
of  our city and county gov-
ernment introduced. As inte-
gral as Shaw Air Force Base 
and the Third Army are to 
the social and economic fab-
ric of  our community, it was 
a sad commentary on the in-
difference shown by those 
who should have been there. 
The men and women of  Sum-
ter, who gave their lives in 
service to our country, de-
serve better. 

SUSAN SCOUTEN
Sumter

S
outh Carolina is historically a 
military-friendly state. And it's 
getting more that way.

With May being Military Ap-
preciation Month, the personal-fi-
nance website WalletHub released its 
report on the Best & Worst States for 
Military Retirees in 2024. https://wal-
lethub.com/edu/best-states-for-mili-
tary-retirees/3915

South Carolina ranks No. 1, best in 
the nation.

WalletHub compared the 50 states 
and the District of  Columbia across 28 
key indicators of  retirement-friendli-
ness for veterans. The data set ranges 
from job opportunities for veterans to 
housing affordability to the quality of  
VA hospitals.

Military retirement in South Caroli-
na (1=best; 25=average):

1. Overall rank: 1st
2. 7th – Veterans per capita

3. 18th – Percent of  homeless veter-
ans

4. 25th – Housing affordability
5. 4th – Percent of  veteran-owned 

businesses
6. 9th – Number of  VA benefits-ad-

ministration facilities per number of  
veterans

7. 4th – Quality of  VA hospital
South Carolina is home to eight 

major military installations and more 
than 344,000 veterans. The state has 
the 15th-highest veteran population.

In 2022, the state took another step 
to boost its military connection and at-
tractiveness to military retirees.

Gov. Henry McMaster signed the 
Workforce Enhancement and Military 
Recognition Act, which exempts all 
military retirement pay that is includ-
ed in South Carolina taxable income 
from the state's income tax, no matter 
the taxpayer's age. The deduction also 

can be claimed by a surviving spouse.
According to the SCDVA, military 

retirees can start, stop or change State 
Income Tax Withholding (SITW) by 
using myPay, filling out a DD Form 
2866 Retiree Change of  Address/State 
Tax Withholding Request, or sending 
a written request that includes all of  
the necessary information. If  they 
choose to send a DD Form 2866 or a 
written request, mail to: Defense Fi-
nance and Accounting Service, U.S. 
Military Retirement Pay, 8899 E 56th 
Street, Indianapolis, IN 46249-1200. Do 
not send either document to the S.C. 
Department of  Revenue.

Other military-related income tax 
exclusions offered by the state are:

Any federal tax-exempt pension or 
compensation provided by the U.S. De-
partment of  Veterans Affairs.

Combat pay and certain benefits not 
included in federal taxable income.

Retirement income paid by the U.S. 
government for service in the Re-
serves or National Guard.

Income received for service in the 
National Guard or the Reserves for 
customary annual training, weekend 
drills and other inactive duty training.

Service pay for non-resident mili-
tary personnel on active duty in South 
Carolina who are legal residents of  
other states.

The state also offers property tax ex-
emptions to veterans deemed totally 
and permanently service-connected 
disabled.

Military tax deductions and exemp-
tions are another important way in 
which South Carolina serves the nation 
well by accommodating our military 
and those serving and having served.

This editorial was originally published 
by the Times and Democrat on May 23.

Our state is increasingly attractive to military retirees

Alaysha Maple

As journalists, we're 

taught to be objec-

tive, to keep our 

personal experiences and 

emotions separate from 

the stories we cover. But 

today, I find it impossible 

to follow that principle. 
For the past few days, 

weeks even, my heart has 
been heavy writing about the 
violence that has surged in 
our city. To see classmates of  
mine, friends of  yours and 
neighbors of  ours fall victim 
to these violent acts feels sur-
real, like a dream I so desper-
ately want to wake from. 

I was born and raised here. 
I learned to ride my bike on 
these streets, attended school 
in its classrooms and made 
lifelong friends across the 
county. Sumter has shaped 
me into who I am today. For 
some, it’s a blip on the map 
or a beat to cover, but for me, 

it’s my community, my home. 
But lately, home has changed. 

As a child, I remember 
walking in South Sumter, 
waving at all the elderly 
neighbors who would shout 
questions of  “How’s your 
grandmama doing?” and 
“Your grandaddy still does 
the barbecue at Christmas?” 
Or when school was finally 
over and summers were 
spent playing hide and seek 
throughout the small family 
filled neighborhood; even if  
we weren’t related by blood, 
we were related in our love 
for one another. I remember 
when the quiet that settled in 
the afternoon and well into 
the evening meant genuine, 
undisturbed peace. Not the 
calm before the storm. 

A storm that is seen in 
headlines of  another life lost, 
another family torn apart. 
And I do my best to write 
these headlines with the ut-
most care because behind 
each number is a person with 
dreams, a family, a story. And 

regardless of  
what capaci-
ty I knew 
them, they 
are a part of  
my commu-
nity and 
therefore a 
part of  me. 
Their pain, 

the pain of  
their loved ones and all who 
cared for them hits home. 

Words can’t express how 
difficult it was — is — how 
difficult it is to wrap my 
mind around the passing of  
my classmate. Though two 
years shy of  a decade of  
being high school graduates, 
the interactions we had, 
though few, were memorable 
because her lively spirit 
made an impression. It hurt 
me to know that her time 
with friends and family was 
cut short when she had more 
to offer. It hurt even more to 
see people who I care for 
mourn her loss. 

From South Purdy Street 
to Green Swamp Road to 
Carrol Drive to North Main 
Street. These are streets that 
we all travel, some on our 
daily commute. And I can’t 
help but to feel weighed 
down as I turn onto these 
streets, knowing that some-
one spent their last moments 
there — someone who I 

knowingly or unknowingly 
rubbed shoulders with. It’s 
surreal. 

But an upside, for lack of  a 
better phrase, to reporting on 
these tragedies is this career 
allowed me to be among 
heavy hitters and stakehold-
ers in our community this 
past Wednesday who share 
the same sentiment that what 
is happening is horrible on 
both sides — the sides of  the 
victim and of  the offender. 
That there are two mothers 
who have to mourn the loss 
of  a child — one to violence 
and one to the system. That 
there are two families that 
have to learn to move on, 
make memories and be whole 
when a meaningful member 
is missing. That our commu-
nity has missed out on their 
excellence because of  harm-
ful decisions. 

I find comfort in knowing 
that these figures are taking 
steps to address all factors of  
the issues — from the rela-
tionship between the commu-
nity and law enforcement to 
providing safe spaces and ed-
ucational programs for youth 
to becoming positive, active 
influences in their lives. I’m 
aware that one meeting won’t 
eradicate these issues over-
night, but it puts us on the 
right track as long as we all 
do our part. As a community, 

we’re affected by what hap-
pens on our streets, no mat-
ter what side of  the bridge or 
tracks we live on. And as a 
community, we have to tran-
scend all those factors that 
seemingly divide us and work 
together. It won’t be easy, and 
opinions will differ, but our 
goal should be what unites us 
every time. This is our city, 
and we owe it to ourselves 
and future generations to 
fight for it. We must remem-
ber the names and faces be-
hind the headlines and honor 
their memories by striving 
for a better, safer place to 
live. 

Writing this column has 
been difficult — a two-day 
process to unpack all that has 
been settled on my heart for 
quite some time. But I 
couldn’t continue to author 
these headlines without ex-
pressing my deepest sympa-
thy for what has happened. 
You don’t hear from me in 
this somber tone often, but I 
hope the next time I come to 
you, it’s to speak encourag-
ingly about the strides our 
city has made to quiet the 
storm.

Alaysha Maple is Sumter Item 
Next Generation editor and a 
reporter covering public safety 
and entertainment for the 
tri-county area.

From my heart 
to our city

THANK YOU TO VOTERS FOR 
SUPPORT FOR 20 YEARS; LEE 
WOULD SERVE SUMTER WELL

This is an "open letter" to 
the voters and children of  

Sumter County Council Dis-
trict 7. I want to thank you for 
giving me the opportunity to 
serve you for 20 years (Jan. 1, 
2005, to Dec. 31, 2024). As your 
councilman, I greatly appreci-
ated your confidence and 
trust in me to make decisions 
that were best for you, our 
children and Sumter County. 
I will forever be grateful for 
this honor.

I am also grateful to my 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Living by His words to "Treat 
others like you want to be 
treated," I was blessed to meet 
many wonderful people who 
have my same virtues.

One of  those individuals is 
the Rev. Dr. Gloria R. Lee.

Dr. Lee and I are executive 
committee members of  the 
Sumter Branch NAACP. In 
this capacity, we work for 
equal rights, justice and treat-
ment for "all" people regard-
less of  their race or gender.

Dr. Lee has been employed 
with South Carolina Depart-
ment of  Corrections for 29 
years.

In her position as a pro-
gram reentry specialist, she 
helps inmates to make posi-
tive changes in their behavior 
and level of  education. This is 
similar to my past employ-
ment with the Sumter Com-
mission on Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse (now Sumter Behavior-
al Health Services) as a mas-
ter social worker and execu-
tive director. We both have a 

genuine concern for the wel-
fare of  others.

Dr. Lee is a former member 
of  the Sumter School District 
Board of  Trustees. She has a 
strong compassion to help 
children, in all grades, to im-
prove their level of  education 
for a better quality of  life. As 
a former substitute teacher 
and member of  the Sumter 
Career and Technology Cen-
ter Board of  Advisors, I have 
the same desire to help build 
a quality workforce for future 
economic development. Dr. 
Lee and I both agree that our 
children are our future.

I highly, without hesitation, 
endorse Dr. Gloria Rose Lee to 
replace me as the Sumter 
County Council District 7 rep-
resentative. She will be an 
outstanding addition to Team 
Sumter.

Your Vote for LEE is a vote 
for ME. Stay focused.

EUGENE R. BATEN, 
LMSW

Sumter County Council,  
District 7



 THE SUMTER ITEM	 LOCAL�   SATURDAY-TUESDAY, JUNE 1-4, 2024    |    A11

For the 27th year, Sandra 
Myers and her husband, 
Mark, opened their Green-
field Farm to thousands of 
rodeo-loving folks for the 
Black Cowboy Festival. 
From May 23-26, the farm 
activities centered on the 
contributions of African 
American cowboys to 
American history. There 
were bucking broncos, 
calf roping, pole racing, 
guided trail rides, interac-
tive workshops and infor-
mative documentaries.

PHOTOS BY ADAM FLASH / 
THE SUMTER ITEM

Black Black 
Cowboy Cowboy 
Festival Festival 
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Herb McClary represents Sumter 
County and is a Black man.

David Bagwell represents Sumter 
County and is a white man.

Traci Nelson represents Sumter 
County and is a white woman.

Earl Wilson represents the City of  
Sumter and is a Black man.

Kimberly Rauschenbach represents 
the City of  Sumter and is a white 
woman.

Nancy Williams represents the town 
of  Mayesville and is a Black woman.

If  the Capital Penny Sales Tax, also 
called the Penny for Progress initia-
tive, gets a majority approval from 
voters this November, there will be 
an added charge of  1% of  the sales 
tax imposed that will fund capital 
projects, and it will be active for no 
more than seven years if  voters ap-
prove it.

This added charge of  1% of  the sales 
tax would apply to most items except 
non-prepared food items (groceries), 
prescription drugs and medical sup-
plies.

The proposed list of  projects for the 
penny to cover unanimously passed 
first reading and must undergo two 
more readings with council to become 
official, but even then, voters have to 
pass the penny tax this November for 
any dirt to start moving. 

Second reading should take place 

during the June 11 council meeting, 
and third and final reading should 
take place during the June 25 council 
meeting.

“We firmly believe the projects will 
move us forward and best prepare our 
entire community for generations of  
growth and prosperity,” Wilson told 
council and the public during the May 
28 meeting.

Here is the proposed list: 
1. $13,000,000 toward emergency ra-

dios and pagers
2. $14,000,000 toward county fire 

trucks 
3. $5,000,000 toward city fire trucks 
4. $1,500,000 toward an EMS station 

on Stadium Road. This would be a 
“new 4,000 sq. ft. satellite facility to in-
clude a two-bay truck port,” according 
to public documents.

5. $1,000,000 toward four new EMS 
ambulances

6. $2,000,000 toward industrial infra-
structure. It’s to “construct a ‘Pad 
Ready’ industrial site approximately 
200,000 sq. ft. with options to expand 
for industrial recruitment,” according 
to public documents.

7. $1,750,000 toward intersection 
safety improvements 

8. $2,500,000 toward Bobby Richard-
son Park Improvements. It’s to 
“transform the park into a state-of-
the-art Baseball Complex to include a 
practice facility, increased parking 
capacity, and two new entrances for 
better accessibility,” according to 

public documents.
9. $2,800,000 toward 15 new Patriot 

Park pickleball courts and added 
parking 

10. $2,750,000 toward downtown 
building improvements and acquisi-
tions, including Liberty Center up-
grades

11. $21,000,000 toward county paving 
and resurfacing 

12. $3,000,000 toward rebuilding the 
Stadium Road Fire Station

13. $1,000,000 toward a fire depart-
ment training facility

14. $6,000,000 toward federal state 
road construction on U.S. 378. It’s to 
reconnect “the communities and ser-
vices north and south of  the US-378 
Bypass at Wesmark and Miller Roads 
to improve safety for drivers and pe-
destrians and enhance mobility for all 
travelers,” according to public docu-
ments.

15. $10,000,000 toward a state road 
resurfacing match. “This project will 
be used to draw down additional funds 
from the State Department of  Trans-
portation to prioritize and expedite 
critical state road projects in Sumter 
County,” according to public docu-
ments.

16. $3,250,000 toward improving the 
public services buildings 

17. $1,500,000 toward industrial prop-
erty acquisition 

18. $2,600,000 toward Dillon Park im-
provements

19. $4,000,000 toward community 

park playground improvements. It 
would “[e]nhance public parks with 
infrastructure that adds safety and se-
curity, as well as modern playground 
equipment accessible for all children 
to include Swan Lake, Birnie Center, 
Crosswell, Catchall-Shaw, Shiloh, Raft-
ing Creek, and others,” according to 
public documents.

20. $1,000,000 toward a Central Caro-
lina facility upgrade to the health cen-
ter building 

21. $1,500,000 toward Mayesville 
Main Street revitalization

22. $1,200,000 toward Pinewood Road 
paving. 

23. $9,500,000 toward a Dugan Street 
and downtown parking facility

24. $1,250,000 toward a Delaine Com-
munity Center. It would construct “a 
new community center for seniors and 
youth with approximately 4,000 sq. ft. 
to replace the current center located 
near the old Delaine School,” accord-
ing to public documents. 

25. $3,000,000 toward the South Sum-
ter Gym

26. $1,500,000 toward Harvin Street 
redesign and streetscape

27. $300,000 toward Pinewood side-
walks

28. $3,500,000 toward community 
sidewalks and activity paths

29. $1,000,000 toward airport facility 
upgrade

30. $2,500,000 toward communi-
ty-wide acquisition of  distressed 
structures

TAX FROM PAGE A1

VIOLENCE
FROM PAGE A1

and middle school athletics; 
community stakeholders, like 
Ivan Sanders, founder and di-
rector of  803 United, and 
Midlands Fatherhood Coali-
tion Director of  Programs 
Keith Ivey; and public safety 
officials, Police Chief  Russell 
Roark, Assistant Police Chief  
Jeffery Jackson and Sheriff  
Anthony Dennis. Merchant 
was joined by Sumter City 
Councilman Calvin Hastie 
and Mayor Pro Tem James 
Blassingame, Sumter County 
Council Chairman Jim Mc-
Cain as well as his wife, Lau-
rie Merchant. Community 
members from across the 
county were in attendance, 
waiting patiently for their 
chance to share their opin-
ions and potential solutions. 

With such a diverse panel 
of  movers and thinkers, Mer-
chant informed them all that 
this special meeting — which 
was not an official city coun-
cil public meeting of  the law 
but only a forum of  members 
of  the public body for the 
purposes of  discussing and 
deciding on public business, 
hence no agenda of  public 
notes was posted, Merchant 
explained — was not meant 
to point fingers at “They,” 
“Y’all” or “Somebody” but to 
focus on what “We” as a com-
munity can do to address the 
increased violence in the city 
and county.

Within the past three 
weeks, there have been four 
reported fatal shootings — 
two of  which occurred a day 
apart — that have claimed 
the lives of  four individuals 
and injured one. As of  press 
time on Friday, May 31, sus-
pects are in custody in two of  
the shootings, while the re-
maining two cases have sus-
pects at large. Anyone with 
information in the killing of  
25-year-old Keyirra Walker 
on May 13 along Carrol Drive 
or information leading to the 
arrest of  Fernando Adams in 
connection to the killing of  
Tavares McFadden on May 27 
along Green Swamp Road is 
asked to contact Sumter Po-

lice Department at (803) 436-
2700. 

The community came to-
gether to offer various solu-
tions on what may be the 
cause and how Sumter could 
offer solutions. 

Ivey reported a recent 
spike in referrals to the fa-
therhood program, highlight-
ing a cycle of  violence per-
petuated by parents, especial-
ly in front of  their children. 
He highlighted how these 
cases could, and have, led to 
women being killed and a 
cycle of  violence that chil-
dren exhibit once they are 
adults. “It’s tiresome to see 
that,” he said, and encour-
aged community members 
who work closely with youth, 
like coaches, to be committed 
to being genuine positive in-
fluences in their lives. 

“We can’t use our titles to 
impose influence over them. 
They don’t care about your 
title; they want you to care 
about them,” he said.

When caring about them, it 
goes a long way in times of  
turmoil, Sanders found out at 
a recent football tournament. 
803 United was out of  town 
competing when a disagree-
ment and showcase of  “disre-
spect” among the young play-
ers led to a player on the 
local team being shot 16 
times. And it wasn’t by the 
player of  the rival team, but 
one of  their supporters, a 
young teen. The young teen 
survived, Sanders being by 
his side throughout the en-
tire process as not only a 
coach, but also a mentor. 

“I had a rough patch in my 
life which enables me to real-
ly form a relationship, and 
I’m a licensed counselor, so 
kids feel when you’re genu-
ine with them,” Sanders ex-
plained. “If  you’re not genu-
ine, you don’t have a 
chance.”

Genuineness and commit-
ment were common themes 
among the community mem-
bers. As with Roark and 
Jackson, they understand 
and teach to incoming offi-
cers the importance of  empa-
thy when coming into law en-
forcement, especially in such 
a tight-knit community. Jack-
son, born and raised in 

James Village, knows how 
far empathy and genuineness 
can go in a community that 
cares about the well-being of  
its people. Roark meets with 
every new officer about how 
his or her badge is more than 
a decoration; it’s an honor, 
and it’s a reminder of  their 
responsibility. That when 
you go out into this commu-
nity, you are one of  them and 
you have to feel for them. 

“People make mistakes. 
Not everybody’s a bad per-
son. You got to understand 
how they were raised,” Roark 
shared. “People learn behav-
iors and emulate the behav-
ior, good and bad. We got a 
problem; we got a problem 
with young men, primarily 
with guns.” 

Dennis explained how sus-
pects in these violent cases 
often have a rap sheet dating 
back to their juvenile years, 
as early as elementary 
school, including a stint or 
two at an alternative school. 
Community members of  all 
professions being involved in 
the lives of  our young people 
alongside law enforcement 
implementing different en-
forcement methods — from 
educational programs or 

events to increasing their 
presence in the community 
and schools for familiarity 
purposes — can aid in chang-
ing the course for youth and 
our community. 

But Tayvian Gass, a con-
stituent and community 
manager for S.C. House of  
Representatives Speaker 
Murrell Smith and the 
youngest member at the dis-
cussion at age 23, encouraged 
to the community taking 
their commitment a step fur-
ther to “speak peace.” Grow-
ing up in South Sumter, Gass 
realized that having a village 
of  family and community 
members, like Newton and 
Jackson, to keep him ground-
ed was a privilege and not ev-
eryone has that. As he went 
off  to Wofford College in 
Spartanburg, he wasn’t com-
pletely ignorant to what hap-
pened in his hometown; he 
just didn’t know it was that 
bad. 

“I’m not here to point fin-
gers. I’m saying that we all 
have our own part to play in 
it,” Gass told the group. “I’m 
here to say it is our task, our 
responsibility to speak peace. 
Whatever that capacity may 
be, speak peace. You know 
that you have a resource you 
can give, be that resource.” 

Gass said as he continues 
to learn from Rep. Smith and 

other pillars of  the communi-
ty, when it’s time to pass the 
baton to him, he plans to run 
with it and continue to do his 
part in making Sumter bet-
ter. 

For those who didn’t speak, 
it didn’t fall on deaf  ears. For 
many in the room, this forum 
was also about learning, 
learning what goes on in the 
parts of  town you only hear 
about in headlines. Learning 
about how the current state 
of  our city impacts people 
you rarely meet. Learning 
how you can play a role in 
the city’s improvement by 
not quietly contributing to its 
demise. 

For those in the room who 
voiced their concerns and 
questioned efforts out of  cu-
riosity, there were many pro-
posed solutions to come as a 
result: a resurgence of  free 
community programs, hope-
fully backed by state grants 
and filled with diverse partic-
ipants; fostering a better rela-
tionship and open communi-
cation with law enforcement 
about what goes on in the 
neighborhood before it’s too 
late; and a continuation of  
these public meetings, ones 
that allow community and 
constituents to be in one 
room speaking on one matter 
to meet one main goal: keep-
ing Sumter safe.

Tayvian Gass, constituent and community manager for S.C. Speaker 
of the House Murrell Smith, speaks during Mayor David Merchant’s 
special community meeting on Wednesday.

PHOTOS BY ALAYSHA MAPLE / THE SUMTER ITEM 
Sumter Mayor David Merchant speaks to community stakeholders about the importance of collaboration 
on solutions to the increased violence within the city and county at a special community meeting on 
Wednesday, May 30, at Birnie HOPE Center. 

Community stakeholders with economic development, faith, education, public safety and more gather at 
Birnie HOPE Center on South Purdy Street on Wednesday, May 30.
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Estate: Monty John Bryan Hicks
#2024ES1400121

Personal Representative:

Monty John Bryan Hicks II
1102 Maxcey Road

New Zion, SC 29111

William H. Johnson
Attorney at Law

PO Box 137
Manning, SC 29102

Need Cash?Need Cash?

Classifi ed

Classifi eds - your best deal for 
making a few bucks on things 

you no longer need!
Call 774-12 today!

NOTICE OF SALE CIVIL ACTION
NO. 2019-CP-14-00488 BY VIRTUE of
the decree heretofore granted in the
case of: Wells Fargo Bank, National
Association, as Trustee for Asset
Backed Securities Corporation Home
Equity Loan Trust, Series OOMC
2 0 0 5 - H E 6 ,  A s s e t  B a c k e d
Pass-Through Certificates, Series
OOMC 2005-HE6 vs. Robert J.
Murray; Emma H. Murray; South
Carolina Department of Health and
Environmental Control; Melissa
Lide, the undersigned Master In
Equity for Clarendon County, South
Carolina, will sell on June 3, at 11:00
AM, or on another date, thereafter as

Notice of Sale

Estate: Gale Patsy Bailey
#2024ES1400114

Personal Representative:

Lisa Sayne
8021 Mobile Drive

Charlotte, NC 26269

Estate: Clarence Thomas Snyder
#2024ES1400019

Personal Representative:

Sherry Lynn Snyder
1465 Bloomville Road

Manning, SC 29102

WT Geddings, Jr.
Attorney at Law
20 S. Brooks St.

Manning, SC 29102

Estate: William Winn Rowe
#2024ES1400117

Personal Representative:

Michael M. Nunn
3132 Harvard Way

Florence, SC 29501

William H. Johnson
Attorney at Law

PO Box 137
Manning, SC 29102

Estate: William Earl Vanscoy
#2024ES1400115

Personal Representative:

Shelia Kay Vanscoy
115 Oakview Circle
Manning, SC 29102

Estate: Rosa Mae Juniuos Williams
#2023ES1400388

Personal Representative:

Deloris Williams Jiggetts
3181 Liberty Hill Rd

Summerton, SC 29148

Estate: Euline Thomas
#2024ES1400110

Personal Representative:

Edith Murray
1350 Burton Road

Pinewood, SC 29125

Estate: Larry Edwards McKnight, Sr.
#2023ES1400365

Personal Representative:

Elmer Hodge
1077 Heriott St.

Manning, SC 29102

Estate: Roberta Elizabeth Clack
Brakefield

#2024ES1400118
Personal Representative:

Marion Epps Dubose, IV
2265 Greeleyville HWY

Manning, SC 29102

Ricci Land Welch, Esq
Attorney at Law

PO Box 138
Manning, SC 29102

Estate: Jerry Wayne Ham
#2024ES1400112

Personal Representative:

Matthew W. Ham
842 Waterloo Ct.

Charleston, SC 29412

Andrew Todd Ham
315 Throne Ct.

Chapin, SC 29036

William H. Johnson
Attorney at Law

PO Box 137
Manning, SC 29102

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims against the 
following estates MUST file their claims 
on FORM #371ES with the Probate 
Court of Clarendon County, the address 
of which is 411 Sunset Dr. Manning, SC 
29102, within eight (8) months after the 
date of the first publication of this Notice 
to Creditors or within one (1) year from 
date of death, whichever is earlier (SCPC 
62-3-801, et seq.), or such persons shall 
be forever barred as to their claims. All 
claims are required to be presented in 
written statements on the prescribed form 
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name and 
address of the claimant, the basis of the 
claim, the amount claimed, the date when 
the claim will become due, the nature of 
any uncertainty as to the claim, and a 
description of any security as to the claim.

Estate Notice
Clarendon County

STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF CLARENDON
IN THE COURT

OF COMMON PLEAS
FOR THE THIRD

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
CASE NO.:

2024-CP-14-00184
SUMMONS

Mary Stuckey Stone,
Plaintiff,

vs.

John Doe, a fictitious person
representing any person who has or
may claim to have an interest in or to
the subject property herein,

Defendant.

TO THE DEFENDANT JOHN DOE:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the
Complaint in this action, a copy of
which is herewith served upon you,
and to serve a copy of your Answer to
the said Complaint on the subscriber
Geddings Law Firm at their office,
20 South Brooks Street, Manning,
South Carolina, within thirty (30)
days after the service hereof,
exclusive of the date of such service,
and if you fail to answer the
Complaint within the time aforesaid,
Plaintiff in this action will apply to
the Court for relief demanded in the
Complaint.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the original Complaint in the above
entitled action was filed in the office
of the Clerk of Court for Clarendon
County on May 8, 2024.

GEDDINGS LAW FIRM
BY:S/ W. T. Geddings, Jr.
W. T. Geddings, Jr.
Attorney for the Plaintiff
20 South Brooks Street
Manning, South Carolina 29102
(803) 435-4770
SC BAR NO.: 11300
May 14, 2024

Summons &
Notice

approved by the Court, at the Court
House, 3 West Keitt Street City of
Manning, State of South Carolina, to
the highest bidder:
ALL THAT CERTAIN PIECE,
PARCEL OR LOT OF LAND, WITH
IMPROVEMENTS THEREON,
LYING AND BEING SITUATE IN
THE COUNTY OF CLARENDON,
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
BOUNDING NOW OR FORMERLY
AS FOLLOWS: ON THE NORTH BY
LANDS OF G.H. HARDY AND
MEASURING THEREON 367.37
FEET; ON THE EAST BY LANDS
OF G.H. HARDY AND MEASURING
THEREON 120.75 FEET; ON THE
SOUTH BY LANDS OF G.H. HARDY
AND MEASURING THEREON
334.18 FEET; AND ON THE WEST
BY LANDS OF GEORGIA PACIFIC
CORPORATION AND MEASURING
THEREON 121.45 FEET. FOR A
M O R E  P A R T I C U L A R
DESCRIPTION, REFERENCE IS
HEREBY MADE TO THAT PLAT
B Y  H . F .  O L I V E R  A N D
ASSOCIATES DATED MAY 27, 1977,
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK "30" AT
PAGE "52."

SUBJECT TO ANY AND ALL
RESTRICTIONS, COVENANTS,
EASEMENTS AND RIGHTS OF
WAY OF RECORD.

THIS BEING A PORTION OF THE
PROPERTY CONVEYED TO
ROBERT J. MURRAY AND EMMA
H. MURRAY BY DEED OF THE
BANK OF CLARENDON DATED
JULY 20, 2001, AND RECORDED
AUGUST 31, 2001, IN DEED BOOK
A448 AT PAGE 84 IN THE
RECORDS FOR CLARENDON
COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA.

C U R R E N T  A D D R E S S  O F
PROPERTY:
1613 Shadewater Way,
Manning, SC 29102
TMS: 293-00-01-006-00

TERMS OF SALE: The successful
bidder, other than the Plaintiff, will
deposit with the Master In Equity, at
conclusion of the bidding, five
percent (5%) of his bid, in cash or
equivalent, as evidence of good faith,
same to be applied to the purchase
price in case of compliance, but in
the case of non-compliance to be
forfeited and first applied to the
costs incurred by the Plaintiff
related to the sale and the balance
then applied to the Plaintiff's debt in
a manner suitable to the Plaintiff.
Should the last and highest bidder
fail to comply with the other terms of
the bid within thirty (30) days, then
the Master In Equity may re-sell the
property on the same terms and
conditions on some subsequent Sales
Day.

No personal or deficiency judgment
being demanded, the bidding shall
not remain open after the date of sale
and shall be final on that date, and
compliance with the bid may be
made immediately.

Purchaser to pay for documentary

stamps on the Deed. The successful
bidder will be required to pay
interest on the amount of the
balance of the bid from date of sale to
date of compliance with the bid at
the rate of 4.375% per annum. The
sale shall be subject to taxes and
assessments, existing easements and
restrictions, easements and
restrictions of record and any other
senior encumbrances.
The Honorable
Joseph K. Coffey
Master In Equity
for Clarendon County

Brock & Scott, PLLC
3800 Fernandina Road,
Suite 110
Columbia, SC 29210
Attorney for the Plaintiff
Phone: 803-454-3540
Fax: 803-454-3541 ADVERTISE
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NOTICESNOTICES NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims against the 
following estates MUST file their claims 
on FORM #371ES with the Probate 
Court of Clarendon County, the address 
of which is 411 Sunset Dr. Manning, SC 
29102, within eight (8) months after the 
date of the first publication of this Notice 
to Creditors or within one (1) year from 
date of death, whichever is earlier (SCPC 
62-3-801, et seq.), or such persons shall 
be forever barred as to their claims. All 
claims are required to be presented in 
written statements on the prescribed form 
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name and 
address of the claimant, the basis of the 
claim, the amount claimed, the date when 
the claim will become due, the nature of 
any uncertainty as to the claim, and a 
description of any security as to the claim.

Estate Notice
Clarendon County

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims against the 
following estates MUST file their claims 
on FORM #371ES with the Probate 
Court of Clarendon County, the address 
of which is 411 Sunset Dr. Manning, SC 
29102, within eight (8) months after the 
date of the first publication of this Notice 
to Creditors or within one (1) year from 
date of death, whichever is earlier (SCPC 
62-3-801, et seq.), or such persons shall 
be forever barred as to their claims. All 
claims are required to be presented in 
written statements on the prescribed form 
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name and 
address of the claimant, the basis of the 
claim, the amount claimed, the date when 
the claim will become due, the nature of 
any uncertainty as to the claim, and a 
description of any security as to the claim.

Estate Notice
Clarendon CountyNotice of SaleNotice of Sale
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Birdie is a 2-year-old, brown-
and-white, female German 
Shorthair Pointer mix. Birdie is 
current on vaccinations, 
spayed, microchipped and 
tested negative for heart-
worms. She weighs about 45 
pounds. Birdie is an extremely 
high-energy dog and needs an 
active family. It appears she 
hasn’t had much structure or 
any kind of obedience training. 
Birdie loves to run and needs 
lots of daily activity. She seems 
to get along with other dogs. 
Birdie loves people and seems 
eager to please. She has been 
at the shelter for more than a 
year and would really love to 
find her forever home. If you 
are interested in adopting 
Birdie, you can get preap-
proved to adopt by submitting 
your adoption application on-
line at www.ASecondChance-
AnimalShelter.com. Our adop-
tion fee for dogs is $125.

Nash is a 1-year-
old, gray tabby, 
male domestic 
short-hair cat. 
Nash is current on 
all age-appropri-
ate shots, has 
been neutered 
and tested nega-
tive for Feline Leu-
kemia and AIDs. 
He seems to get 
along with other 
cats. Nash can be a 
little shy at first, 
but he is very 
friendly once he 
warms up. Nash is 
playful and ener-
getic. Please stop 
by the shelter to 
see this adorable 
cat. We are cur-
rently running a 
special for our cats 
over a year old, so 
Nash’s adoption fee is $50. If you are interested in adopting Nash, you 
can get preapproved to adopt by submitting your adoption applica-
tion online at www.ASecondChanceAnimalShelter.com.

 Pets of the week

 Briefs

STAFF REPORT
A 2023 survey of  2,727 

parents and caregivers in 
South Carolina revealed 
that 75% of  parents need 
help knowing how to pre-
pare their child for kinder-
garten, according to a news 
release from South Caroli-
na First Steps.

On Wednesday, May 29, 
South Carolina First Steps 
announced the kickoff  of  
Countdown to Kindergar-
ten, an annual initiative fo-
cused on preparing young 
children for success in 
school. Through partner-
ships with schools and com-
munity organizations 
across the state, Countdown 
to Kindergarten provides 
rising kindergartners and 
their families with resourc-
es and support for a smooth 
transition to the classroom.

"Every child deserves a 
positive start in school, and 
Countdown to Kindergar-
ten is our commitment to 
making that happen," said 

Janice Kilburn, school tran-
sition coordinator at South 
Carolina First Steps. "By 
working together with edu-
cators and community part-
ners, we are helping fami-
lies across the state build 
the confidence and connec-
tions they need to support 
their child's academic suc-
cess from the very begin-
ning."

This year, South Carolina 
First Steps partnered with 
94 school districts and com-
munity organizations in 33 

counties including Claren-
don County First Steps, 
Clarendon County School 
District, Lee County First 
Steps, Lee County School 
District and Tomorrow's 
Leaders (Lee).

Through a variety of  ac-
tivities and resources, 
Countdown to Kindergar-
ten helps prepare students 
through a variety of  activi-
ties and resources designed 
to engage children, families 
and communities. These ef-
forts focus on encouraging 
early registration, fostering 
connections with schools, 
promoting school readiness 
and linking families with 
community resources.

Families are encouraged 
to visit countdownsc.org for 
useful information to help 
prepare children for kinder-
garten. The website fea-
tures helpful tips, resourc-
es, a school directory and a 
calendar showcasing local 
Countdown to Kindergar-
ten events.

Clarendon and Lee county schools 
participating in S.C. First Steps annual 
Countdown to Kindergarten campaign

PREPARE YOUR CHILD 
FOR KINDERGARTEN
Families are encouraged to 
visit countdownsc.org for 
useful information to help 
prepare children for 
kindergarten. The website 
features helpful tips, 
resources, a school directory 
and a calendar showcasing 
local Countdown to 
Kindergarten events.

CLARENDON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
SUMMER FEEDING PROGRAM

MANNING — The Clarendon County 
School District Summer Feeding Pro-
gram is sponsored by the district's Office 
of  Student Nutrition.

No-charge breakfast and lunch will be 
available for all children ages 18 and 
younger. Breakfast will be served from 
7:30 to 8:15 a.m., and lunch will be served 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. All food must 
be consumed on site. Sites are:

— Dr. Rose H. Wilder Elementary Cafe-
teria, 9297 Alex Harvin Highway, Sum-
merton;

— Manning Elementary School Cafete-
ria, 311 W. Boyce St., Manning;

— Manning Early Childhood Center 

Cafeteria, 2759 Raccoon Road, Manning;
— Manning High School Cafeteria, 2155 

Paxville Highway, Manning; and
— East Clarendon Middle and High 

School Cafeteria, 1171 Pope St., Turbeville.

CO-ED KICKBALL LEAGUE BEGINS JUNE 11, 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JUNE 3

MANNING — A new Co-Ed Kickball 
League will begin games at 6 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays in June. The 
first game will be held on June 11.

Team registration is $250. Registration 
fee is due by Monday, June 3. Players must 
be 18 years old by June 1, 2024.

For more information, call Clarendon 
County Recreation Department at (803) 
473-3543.
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WEATHER

TODAY’S 
SOUTH 
CAROLINA 
WEATHER
Temperatures shown on map are 
today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

LOCAL ALMANAC

NATIONAL CITIES REGIONAL CITIES

LAKE LEVELS SUN AND MOON

TIDESRIVER STAGES

Temperature

Precipitation

  Full 7 a.m. 24-hr
Lake pool yest. chg

  Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr
River stage yest. chg AT MYRTLE BEACH

 High Ht. Low Ht.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/WCity Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Weather(W): s–sunny, pc–partly cloudy, c–cloudy, sh–showers, t–thunderstorms, r–rain, sf–snow fl urries, sn–snow, i–ice

Spartanburg
Greenville

Gaff ney

Columbia

Bishopville
Florence

Myrtle
Beach

Sumter

Manning

Charleston

Aiken

AccuWeather® � ve-day forecast for Sumter
TODAY

Partly sunny and 
pleasant

85°

WEDNESDAY

Times of clouds and 
sun

91° / 70°

SSE 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 25%

TUESDAY

Sunny intervals

91° / 71°

S 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 25%

MONDAY

Mostly cloudy

88° / 68°

SSW 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 25%

SUNDAY

Mostly cloudy

85° / 68°

S 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 25%

TONIGHT

Partly cloudy

63°

SSE 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

ESE 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

High   83°
Low   63°
Normal high   84°
Normal low   62°
Record high   100° in 2019
Record low   50° in 1992

Thursday  0.00"
Month to date   3.00"
Normal month to date   3.63"
Year to date   13.77"
Last year to date   19.28"
Normal year to date   18.08"

SUMTER THURSDAY

Murray 360 358.11 +0.01
Marion 76.8 75.66 -0.01
Moultrie 75.5 75.42 none
Wateree 100 95.33 +0.12

Black River 12 4.13 -0.03
Congaree River 19 4.15 +0.07
Lynches River 14 3.95 -0.28
Saluda River 14 3.31 -0.01
Up. Santee River 80 N.A. N.A.
Wateree River 24 5.37 -1.23

Sunrise 6:12 a.m. Sunset  8:28 p.m.
Moonrise 2:51 a.m. Moonset 3:22 p.m.

New First

June 6 June 14

Full Last

June 21 June 28

Today 4:54 a.m. 3.0 11:53 a.m. -0.2
 5:35 p.m. 3.2 --- ---
Sun. 5:55 a.m. 2.9 12:33 a.m. 0.2
 6:35 p.m. 3.3 12:48 p.m. -0.3

Asheville 75/57/pc 74/58/t
Athens 79/63/pc 83/66/t
Augusta 84/62/pc 85/65/pc
Beaufort 84/70/pc 85/72/pc
Cape Hatteras 80/66/s 81/72/s
Charleston 84/64/s 84/68/pc
Charlotte 81/63/pc 79/65/c
Clemson 78/63/pc 79/64/t
Columbia 86/62/pc 87/66/c
Darlington 85/61/pc 84/66/pc
Elizabeth City 82/59/s 83/66/pc
Elizabethtown 84/58/s 85/68/pc
Fayetteville 84/58/pc 86/66/pc

Florence 86/60/pc 85/68/pc
Gainesville 87/63/s 88/66/pc
Gastonia 81/59/pc 78/63/c
Goldsboro 84/59/s 83/67/pc
Goose Creek 84/61/s 84/67/pc
Greensboro 80/60/pc 79/64/pc
Greenville 79/61/pc 79/64/t
Hickory 80/60/pc 78/61/c
Hilton Head 82/68/s 84/72/pc
Jacksonville, FL 84/64/c 86/66/pc
La Grange 80/65/pc 83/67/t
Macon 81/65/pc 85/65/t
Marietta 77/66/pc 80/67/t

Marion 79/55/pc 79/60/t
Mt. Pleasant 82/66/s 84/72/pc
Myrtle Beach 80/66/s 83/72/pc
Orangeburg 87/62/pc 86/67/pc
Port Royal 82/69/pc 83/71/pc
Raleigh 84/62/pc 83/66/pc
Rock Hill 82/61/pc 81/63/c
Rockingham 84/60/pc 84/63/pc
Savannah 84/66/pc 84/66/pc
Spartanburg 78/60/pc 80/62/c
Summerville 84/61/s 85/65/pc
Wilmington 82/63/s 85/68/pc
Winston-Salem 82/62/pc 82/65/c

 Sat. Sun.  Sat. Sun.  Sat. Sun.

Atlanta 77/66/pc 81/69/t
Chicago 69/61/r 77/64/pc
Dallas 87/71/t 87/75/t
Detroit 79/61/r 73/60/r
Houston 91/77/t 92/78/t
Los Angeles 74/58/pc 75/59/pc
New Orleans 86/76/t 86/76/t
New York 84/65/s 80/64/pc
Orlando 87/69/s 89/69/pc
Philadelphia 84/62/s 82/65/pc
Phoenix 105/76/s 103/77/s
San Francisco 66/55/pc 66/56/pc
Wash., DC 84/63/s 80/64/sh

 Sat. Sun.

IN THE MOUNTAINS

Today: Partly sunny and nice. Winds south-
east 6-12 mph.
Sunday: A passing shower or two. Winds 
south-southwest 6-12 mph.

ON THE COAST

Today: Pleasant with sunshine mixing with 
some clouds. High 79 to 84.
Sunday: Pleasant with times of clouds and 
sun. High 80 to 85.

49/78
52/79

48/79

52/86

51/84
52/86

62/80

55/85

50/85

57/84

50/83

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

SOLUTION TO THE NEWSDAY 
CROSSWORD

Look no further than your local 
newspaper for 

The right advertising 
opportunity!

Call (803) 774-1200 
and get started today.

THE NEWSDAY CROSSWORD
BOTH SIDES NOW: With equal time 

for each
by Steve Faiella

ACROSS
1 Nuclear energy source
5 Catches some rays
10 Pop group from Stockholm
14 Many stroller users
19 Japanese noodles
20 Loosen, as laces
21 Chunk of concrete
22 Expunge
23 Lutheran, for one
25 Tinkers (with)
26 Started the day
27 Girder metal
28 Yolk holder
29 River through Florence
30 Needing a break
31 “How silly of me!”
33 Worker efficiency measure
36 Acorn bearer
39 Blueprint, for instance
43 Busy as __
44 Undertaken for gain
47 Lead performer
48 Omelet option
51 Citrus hybrid
52 USSR’s CIA
53 Evenings, on marquees
55 Prepare for takeoff
56 Shrewd swindler
59 “Consider it done”
61 Tweak, as text
62 Flooding protection
66 70-Down measuring device
68 Radio noise
71 In the manner of
72 Go astray
73 At your residence
74 Handyperson for hire
76 Lose altitude
78 Bus Stop playwright
79 Prestigious prizes
81 Basic nature
85 Keep in a folder
86 Cellist’s accessory
87 Latin eggs

89 Pepper grinder
90 Skating surface
91 Playstation maker
93 Like a “tell all” biography
97 Close attention
98 Roof timbers
99 Hurricane center
100 Electrical-channeling power
106 Hispanic cheer
108 Add decorations to
109 Wine category
110 Tint
113 Borden bovine
117 Give access to
118 Author Austen
119 Game show participant
121 Strong suit
122 Color of the ocean
123 Share views
124 Grumpy Hanks role of ‘23
125 Scornful look
126 Fail to notice
127 Bit of a blossom
128 Gas for store signs

DOWN
1 Egyptian cobras
2 Wrongful act, in law
3 Woodwind instrument
4 Beat at chess
5 Urban transportation
6 Starting poker stake
7 Father of a fawn
8 Large bed size
9 Complete collection
10 Prefix for physics
11 Guy with golden hair
12 Louisiana wetland
13 Tummy muscles
14 More substantial
15 Show up
16 New Zealand native
17 Strong point
18 Dilapidated
24 Avoid artfully
29 High fashion suit brand
32 __ Majesty Charles III
33 Bad review
34 Watch a friend’s feline

35 Open-slot 
abbr.

36 Musical work
37 Sound like 

“Grrr!”
38 Tropical nut 

tree
40 Queried
41 Band’s book-

ing
42 Burglarize
45 Where a golf 

round starts
46 Walked un-

steadily
47 Spanish gen-

tlemen
48 Couldn’t help 

it
49 Self-evident 

truth
50 Anglican bish-

op’s hat
54 Former Yankee 

manager Joe
55 Video game 

prototype, e.g.
57 Twosome
58 Ancient Peru-

vian
60 Has a nibble of
63 Dugout equip-

ment kid
64 Spiny succu-

lents
65 Pungent bulb
67 Raggedy dolls
68 Futuristic stories
69 Bar mixer
70 Polygon corner
75 Trumpet cousin
77 Discontinue
80 Sounds of contempt
82 Prime time hour
83 Potter’s medium
84 She, in Paris
87 Not quite right
88 Former soldier
91 Walk slowly

92 Tolkien brute
94 Thumbs-down vote
95 “Sold Out” sign
96 Oahu and Maui
97 Stat on S&L windows
100 __ liver (iron-rich dish)
101 “__ a Grecian Urn”
102 University of __ Dame
103 Baghdadi, for one
104 Williams of tennis
105 Creative thoughts
107 Sir __ John

110 Optimistic emotion
111 Military group
112 Sicilian spewer
114 Fill to excess
115 Very keen on
116 School that Shelley went to
118 Toast topping
119 Beat walker
120 “Slippery” fish

SANTEE-LYNCHES REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
Monday, June 3, 6 p.m., Central Carolina Technical College, 
506 N. Guignard Drive, Building M400, Room 401

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS BOARD MEETING
Monday, June 3, 5:30 p.m., Sumter Sheriff’s Office conference 
room

CLARENDON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Monday, June 3, 5:30 p.m., Manning High School, lecture hall, 
2155 Paxville Highway, Manning

SUMTER CITY COUNCIL
Tuesday, June 4, at 1 p.m., Sumter Opera House, 21 N. Main 
St.

BISHOPVILLE CITY COUNCIL
Tuesday, June 4, at 5:30 p.m., Colclough Building, 109 E. Coun-
cil St., Bishopville

TOWN OF LYNCHBURG PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday, June 5, at 4 p.m., Lynchburg Municipal Building, 
81 Magnolia St., Lynchburg

CLARENDON COUNTY COUNCIL
Monday, June 10, at 6 p.m., Administration Building, Council 
Chambers, 411 Sunset Drive, Manning

SUMTER SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Monday, June 10, 6 p.m., 1345 Wilson Hall Road

PUBLIC AGENDA

To correct any information or to make a submission to Around 
Town, email pressrelease@theitem.com with Around Town in 
subject line.

Moms of Sumter Addicts (MOSA) Prayer Group meets the second 
Thursday of each month from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Birnie Hope 
Center, 210 S. Purdy St., Sumter. This is not a step program or a 
self-help group but is a group of mothers of addicts spending 
time in prayer and working to understand and encourage the 
building of a personal support network. MOSA does not judge, 
criticize, give advice or discuss other members' situations. For 
information on the group, contact MOSA.prayer@gmail.com.

The Mayesville Senior Citizen Group will hold a fundraiser from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, June 1, at Mayesville Community Center, 10 
Pringle St., Mayesville. There will be drinks and food for sale in-
cluding fried fish, hotdogs with condiments, french fries and 
more. A yard sale will be held with gently used items, household 
goods, antiques, collectibles, toys, furniture and more. There will 
also be a raffle for a flatscreen TV, a handmade quilt and an air 
fryer. Tickets will be sold for $1. You do not need to be present to 
win. 

Sumter Senior Services will host a yard sale at 119 S. Sumter St. on 
Saturday, June 1, from 8 a.m. to noon. Come find your treasure in 
a little bit of everything from knickknacks, clothing, kitchen 
utensils, kitchenware, decorations, shoes, brand new items and 
slightly used items. All proceeds will benefit Sumter Senior Ser-
vices Home-Delivered Meals and other senior programs.

The Palmetto Optimist Club's Burger Cookoff event returns to down-
town Sumter Sept. 14 to help raise money for families battling 
childhood cancer, and the club is already looking for people to 
sign up. Teams interested in participating can email Palmet-
toOptimistClub@gmail.com for details. 

AROUND TOWN
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Voting open for Hines Furniture Athlete of the Year
After another year of  the Hines 

Furniture Athlete of  the Week, the 
yearly bracket has officially ar-
rived.

Voting for the Hines Furniture 
Athlete of  the Year opened on Fri-
day morning. 

The bracket consists of  the 32 
weekly winners from throughout 
the 2023-24 school year. Athletes 
from nearly every sport, from foot-

ball to track and shooting sports, 
will now compete to be the Hines 
Furniture Athlete of  the Year. The 
winner of  the annual bracket will 
be celebrated at The Bobbys, The 
Sumter Item’s Espys-style awards 
show, on June 20 at Sumter Opera 
House.

The bracket for Hines Furniture 
Athlete of  the Year will last for 
four rounds of  voting. The first 
round runs until Sunday at noon, 
with the second round kicking off  

at midnight on Monday. The second 
round is open until Wednesday at 
noon. The third round, which will 
trim our field down to four final-
ists, runs from midnight on Thurs-
day, June 6, until Saturday, June 8, 
at noon. You can vote for each 
matchup once per round.

Voting for the final four will 
begin on Monday, June 10, and will 
end on Friday, June 14, at noon. 
You can vote for the final four once 
daily. See all the brackets on B4.

STAFF REPORT

Put a ring on it

The girls basketball team at Sumter High 
School had plenty to celebrate this year.

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

Sumter High girls get their championship bling
PHOTOS BY ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM

The Sumter High School girls basketball team shows off their newly acquired championship rings during a ceremony on Thursday, May 30.

They finished a perfect sea-
son with a state championship 
against Rock Hill on March 1, 
claiming their first title in 
girls basketball in four de-
cades. Since then, they’ve had 
parades through the school 
and the city. Last week, they 
watched as most of  their start-
ing lineup graduated from 
Sumter High.

But the moment they’ll carry 
with them the longest hap-
pened on Thursday, May 30.

The Lady Gamecocks came 
together in the school’s audi-
torium to receive their cham-
pionship rings, putting a cher-
ry on top of  their unbelievable 
season.

One by one, the SHS girls 

took the stage as athletic di-
rector Crasten Davis ran 
through the roster. Assistant 
coach Chris Vandevander 
handed out the bling, while 
head coach Jeff  Schaffer 
and Principal Anamaria 
Sandor got pictures with 
each champion. Once every-
one was on stage, Schaffer 
counted down for the reveal-
ing of  the rings, and the 
girls erupted with excite-
ment. The newly iced-out 
Lady Gamecocks were quick 
to show off  their rings, each 
being personalized to the 
player with her name along 
the side. 

SEE RINGS, PAGE B2

LEFT: Sumter High’s Keziyah Sanders 
reaches out to shake the hand of Principal 
Anamaria Sandor during a ceremony to re-
ceive the championship rings for the Lady 
Gamecock basketball team on Thursday.
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The moment could only be sur-
passed by the sound of  the final buzzer 
of  their championship over Rock Hill. 
The Lady Gamecocks had a spectacu-
lar performance in the 60-42 win de-
spite playing most of  the second half  
without SCHSL 5A player of  the year 
Kiara Croskey, who got into early foul 
trouble. Fellow all-state guard Rickell 
Brown was named player of  the game 
after scoring 19 points in the victory. 

The title capped off  a perfect 25-0 
season for Sumter High. It was a re-
venge tour for the Lady Gamecocks, 
who made it to the final four of  SCHSL 
5A in each of  the previous three sea-
sons. They made the state semifinals at 
the end of  the 2022-23 season despite 
playing without Croskey, who injured 
her ACL in the offseason. Determined 
to make a final run with a senior core 
of  Croskey, Brown, Keziyah Sanders 
and Dalashia Brunson, SHS locked in 
for their first girls basketball title in 40 
years. Now those four seniors will go 
their separate ways, as each signed to 
continue her career in college. Croskey 
is headed to Francis Marion, Brown 
signed with Newberry, Sanders inked a 
letter of  intent with Erskine, and 
Brunson will play for Catawba.

RINGS FROM PAGE B1

PHOTOS BY ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM
The Sumter High girls basketball team received their rings after winning the SCHSL 5A state championship during a ceremony on 
Thursday.
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1 Duel invitation
5 Advanced
9 Donnybrook
14 Bring (down)
15 Farm
16 Harris of NPR’s “Pop Cul-

ture Happy Hour”
17 Target of some orthodontic 

work
19 Keypad key
20 Taxi driver?
22 Louganis who is the only 

man to sweep the diving 
events in consecutive 
Olympics

23 Deux et trois
24 Burning
26 Operative
28 Ones on a roll
29 “__ in there”
30 Part of Reno’s nickname
31 Brew made with warm fer-

mentation
32 Authority on acts of con-

gress
33 Letters with a link, maybe
36 Some banners
37 Satyr kin
38 Propulsion devices
41 Prepares for a break
42 Tight squeezes
43 __ sock
44 Terse confirmation
45 Public image
49 Lets
51 Tick off
52 Flag
53 Edge (into)
54 Weldon of NPR’s “Pop Cul-

ture Happy Hour”
55 Boyo
56 Really go downhill
57 2021 US Open winner Radu-

canu

DOWN
1 Important element in lath 

and plaster construction
2 “RuPaul’s Drag Race” guest 

judge Love
3 Finish line?
4 Leaf __
5 Letters of orientation
6 NHL great Lindros
7 “This isn’t about you”
8 Elementary school grads, 

typically
9 PDA participant, possibly
10 Curl
11 Off the mark
12 Allergy sound
13 Cup sizes
18 Fulminate
21 Ones using yard sticks?
25 Top
26 Clicking sound?
27 Actress Gadot
28 Parlor game that produces 

a Bacon number
30 Pummel
32 Casual meeting
33 “What were they thinking” 

gesture
34 Guffaw
35 Connections
36 Harlem Renaissance figure
37 Creator of Imperial Easter 

eggs
38 Classic Fords
39 Straight
40 Spoil, perhaps
41 Rock, in a way
43 On the clock
46 Circuit component
47 Article
48 “Peacemaker” star John
50 Notice

SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row, column 
and set of 3-by-3 
boxes must con-
tain the numbers 
1 through 9 with-
out repetition.

SOLUTIONS

Crestwood team to host annual 
youth basketball camp this week

The Crestwood boys basketball team will host 
its annual youth camp starting on Monday.

The camp is open to young hoopers enter-
ing first through sixth grade. The Knights 
will teach basketball fundamentals from 6 to 8 
p.m. Monday through Thursday.

Registration for the camp is $50. You can 

contact head coach Aric Samuel at aric.samu-
el@sumterschools.net with any questions.

“We’re working with the youth to ensure a 
positive future,” Samuel said.

The camp comes on the heels of  the free 
football camp the CHS football team hosts on 
Saturday. The camp kicks off  at 8 a.m. for 
ages 8-14 at the Knights’ home field at Hill-
crest Middle School.

STAFF REPORT

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE NJCAA
Former Sumter High standout and current Florence-Darlington pitcher and infielder Bryce Coulter (14) 
celebrates with his teammates during a comeback win against Southern Nevada on Wednesday at the 
Junior College World Series in Grand Junction, Colorado.

Florence-Darlington finishes 4th 
at Junior College World Series

The baseball team at 
Florence-Darlington, which 
is led by Sumter native 
Preston McDonald, put to-
gether a spectacular show-
ing in the Junior College 
World Series this week but 
fell just short of  this week-
end’s national champion-
ship in Grand Junction, 
Colorado.

The Stingers made tour-
nament history in their fi-
nale, playing Blinn in the 
longest regulation game in 
tournament history on 
Thursday, but eventually 
fell 21-19 in an offensive 
marathon.

“First off, congratulations 
to Blinn. Every time we 
punched, they punched 
back,” McDonald said after 
the game. “We were talking 
about it, whoever scores 20 
first is going to win, and 
that’s 100% what we said in 
the dugout. I felt pretty 
good being up 19-18 after 
battling back from being 
nine down. How impressive 
is that? This group of  guys 
is so special. They’re never 
out of  it; they really believe 
in each other. They’re such 
a talented group, and I’m so 
proud of  them.”

Blinn got out to a 5-0 lead 
after a four-run second in-
ning, but the Stingers tied 
the game with five of  their 
own in the 
third. The 
game was 
back and 
forth all af-
ternoon, as 
a seven-run 
seventh 
kept Flo-
Dar in the 
game before 
they 
jumped 
ahead 19-18 
in the 
eighth on 
the back of  
a three-run 
dinger by 
Devin 
Mitchell. 
But Blinn 
pushed 
three runs across in the 
ninth on a series of  bas-
es-loaded walks by Derek 
Duval and Aydin Palmer to 
send the Stingers packing. 
Florence-Darlington got two 
runners on base in the bot-
tom of  the ninth but left 
them stranded on a ground 
out.

“If  I could do it all again, 
I’d go with Derek Duval 
again,” McDonald said. “We 
don’t get to this point in the 
season without him. That 
was the first earned runs 
he’s given up since March 5. 
There’s no second-guessing 
ourselves.”

The game featured a total 
of  seven home runs, five of  
which came from the Sting-
ers. Along with Mitchell, 

Ethan Ply-
ler, Rom 
Kellis, Zack 
Hunt and 
Michael 
Gibson all 
went deep 
for Flo-Dar. 
Gibson 
went 4-6 at 
the dish 
with three 
RBIs, while 
Mitchell 
and Hunt 
each drove 
in four.

It was a 
frustrating 
end for Flo-
Dar, which 
also fea-
tures for-

mer Sumter High standout 
Bryce Coulter. They started 
the week with a 10-4 victory 
over Iowa Western. They 
jumped out to a quick 4-0 
lead in the first and never 
looked back in the victory. 
Mitchell led the offense 
with four hits, while Plyler 
doubled and tripled for two 

of  his three hits. 
After a day off  on Sunday, 

Flo-Dar rallied for four 
runs in the bottom of  the 
eighth to outlast Southern 
Nevada 9-8. Mitchell deliv-
ered the game-winning RBI 
with a sacrifice fly after a 
sac fly from Josh Campos 
and an RBI single from Ply-
ler. Duval got the save with 
a perfect inning in the 
ninth, and Mike Joyce 
earned the win with 2 1/3 
innings of  shutout ball in 
relief.

The Stingers then moved 
into the elimination bracket 
with a 17-7 loss to Blinn on 
Tuesday. Blinn jumped out 
to a 6-0 lead in the first and 
never slowed down in the 
romp. Coulter made his 
lone appearance of  the 
week against Blinn, allow-
ing four runs on four hits in 
an inning of  work. He 
struck out one and allowed 
a two-run homer to end the 
game in five innings.

But Florence-Darlington 
bounced back with a thrill-
er over Southern Nevada on 
Wednesday. Trailing 3-1 en-
tering the sixth inning, Flo-
Dar poured in five runs 
thanks to two-run homers 
from Plyler and Jackson 
Proctor in a comeback 6-4 
win. Marcus Locklear 
earned the win and Duval 
got the save with three 
shutout innings to close out 
the victory. The win set up 
Thursday’s dramatic season 
finale for the Stingers.

STAFF REPORT

Florence-Darlington head coach Preston McDonald speaks to an 
umpire during the Stingers’ loss to Blinn on Tuesday, May 28, in the 
Junior College World Series in Grand Junction, Colorado.

‘This group of guys is 
so special. They’re 
never out of it; they 
really believe in each 
other. They’re such a 
talented group, and 
I’m so proud of them.’
PRESTON McDONALD

Florence-Darlington head 

coach
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ATLANTA — Ronald Acuña Jr. is 
emboldened at the start of  his journey 
through a second major knee surgery 
and recovery by the knowledge he en-
joyed such a successful comeback 
from his first procedure.

Acuña said Thursday that hasn't 
stopped the tears from flowing as he 
adjusts to the reality his season ended 
when he suffered a torn anterior cru-
ciate ligament in his left knee on Sun-
day in Pittsburgh.

After the Braves announced Sunday 
night that an MRI showed a complete 
tear in the ligament, support started to 
come in for Acuña, the reigning NL 
MVP.

“I haven't gotten around to replying 
to a lot of  those messages because 
those messages come from a place of  
support,” Acuña said through a trans-
lator. “I just sort of  break down and 
start crying. ... I know they just want 
what's best for me.”

This is Acuña’s second season-end-
ing knee injury. He tore his right ACL 
on July 20, 2021, and came back strong 
with his 2023 MVP season. Even 
though few players have had to recov-
er from torn ACLs in both knees, he 
said his familiarity with the surgery 
and rehab gives him confidence.

“I think it has been easier to process 
this go around because I went through 
the process two years ago,” Acuña 
said.

Acuña said the surgery will be per-

formed by Dr. Neal ElAttrache in Los 
Angeles on Tuesday. ElAttrache also 
was the surgeon for the 2021 proce-
dure. Acuña expects to spend a least 
one month in Los Angeles as he begins 
his rehabilitation with hopes of  re-
turning for the start of  the 2025 sea-
son.

Acuña was hurt after opening Sun-
day's 8-1 win over the Pirates with a 
double and then breaking from second 
base on a stolen base attempt. His left 
knee gave way when he stopped in an 

attempt to return to second base.
Acuña is a native of  Venezuela and 

another native of  his home country, 
former catcher Wilson Ramos, is one 
of  the few players to continue playing 
following ACL repairs to both knees. 
Ramos injured his left knee in 2012 
and his right knee in 2016, each time 
with Washington and then hurt his left 
knee again in 2021 with Cleveland.

Acuña said he has not reached out 
to Ramos or any player for advice.

“Fortunately for me it feels the same 

because I've already been through it,” 
he said.

Acuña said that despite “overwhelm-
ing” good wishes from fans, team-
mates and coaches, “all that support 
finds me at home crying by myself  be-
cause I feel like I'm the one abandon-
ing the team,” he said. “It feels like I'm 
the one letting everyone down.”

Manager Brian Snitker said he wor-
ries more about Acuña than the team.

“He loves to play and it's tough be-
cause he does know what he's in for,” 
Snitker said. “It's good and bad.”

Snitker expects a successful recov-
ery for Acuña, 26.

“He's done it before and he'll do it 
again,” Snitker said. “He's young and 
strong.”

The Braves have lost two key players 
to season-ending injuries. All-Star 
right-hander Spencer Strider’s season 
ended on April 13 when he had inter-
nal brace surgery to repair the ulnar 
collateral ligament in his pitching 
elbow.

“I'm going to take everything in 
stride,” Acuña said. “It's another op-
portunity. Who knows? Maybe I can 
come back and win another MVP.”

Acuña said “the best of  all” remind-
ers is that the team won the 2021 World 
Series following his first injury. The 
offense has struggled during a slug-
gish showing in May.

“We're here for a reason; every play-
er on that roster is here for a reason,” 
Acuña said. “They're certainly capa-
ble. They don't need me to win a World 
Series.”

Braves OF Acuña deals with emotions 
of a second season-ending knee injury
BY CHARLES ODUM
Associated Press

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Atlanta Braves right fielder Ronald Acuña suffered a torn ACL in his left knee on Sun-
day, May 26, and will miss the remainder of the season.

PARIS — For 2021 U.S. Open 
runner-up Leylah Fernandez, 
the biggest question at this 
rainy-as-can-be French Open 
was: Should I eat a full lunch 
or just have a tiny snack? Her 
second-round match, like 
many others, was being de-
layed by heavy showers, and 
she couldn't possibly know 
when it would resume.

Turned out the 31st-seeded 
Canadian didn't get back on 
court later that day at all, so 
her coach made the right call 
by telling her to go ahead and 
have a plate of pasta — along 
with some croissants, a ba-
nana and an orange. Then, 
after returning to Roland Gar-
ros the next morning, Fernan-
dez had to wait until about 5 
p.m. to pick things back up on 
Court 8 and, eventually, finish 
off her victory.

The wet weather just keeps 
coming this week at the 
French Open. It has been de-
laying and postponing match-
es — including on Friday — 
jumbling the schedule, 
prompting court changes and, 
all in all, creating stress and 
uncertainty for the world’s 
best tennis players.

“It is hard, more mentally 
than physically. You don’t 
know when you can mentally 
relax a little bit. You kind of  
have to be switched on all the 
time,” Fernandez said after 
winning Thursday to set up a 
third-round match against 
two-time Grand Slam finalist 
Ons Jabeur. “Even when your 
coaches tell you can take a nap 
— ‘Close your eyes; we’ll be on 
top of things’ — for me, it's 
like, ‘No, I cant fully switch 
off.’ I need to be ready for 
whatever happens.”

There were hours and hours 
of rain on Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday, when the 
last second-round match did 
not get finished until a minute 
shy of 1 a.m. — after the calen-
dar had flipped to Friday.

The other bad news? There 
was more rain on Friday after-
noon, pausing play for at least 
an hour. The “lousy weather,” 
as tournament director Amé-
lie Mauresmo called it, 
prompted her to push up the 
start times on some courts to 
10 a.m., an hour earlier than 
usual, mainly to try to fit in a 
bunch of doubles matches that 
have been in a holding pat-
tern.

Some players handle the 

conditions caused by the 
downpours better than others, 
of course, whether it's the way 
the dampness of the courts 
and the sogginess of the tennis 
balls affect the footing and the 
shot-making or the way the 
start-and-stop-and-restart 
rhythm — or lack thereof — 
can affect the body and the 
mind.

“Just this whole week, every 
day, you just kind of don’t 
know what to expect. You have 
to accept that,” said Peyton 
Stearns, the unseeded Ameri-
can who beat No. 10 Daria Ka-
satkina on Thursday in a 
match that didn't start until 
after 9 p.m. ”So today when I 
woke up, it was blue skies. It 
looked like a great day. But in 
the back of my mind, I was 
like, ‘I could play right now or 
at 8 p.m., and I just have to be 
ready for both and be very 
flexible with what’s happen-
ing.’ Just having that kind of a 
peace of mind helped a lot."

The ideal situation is to have 
a match at Court Philippe 
Chatrier or Court Suzanne 
Lenglen, the two largest stadi-
ums — and the only ones 
equipped with retractable 
roofs that allow for competi-
tion no matter what.

Those also have the most 
expensive seats and so tend 
to be reserved for the players 
with the most past success 
and most drawing power. 
That's why stars such as 
Novak Djokovic, Carlos Al-
caraz, Iga Swiatek and Coco 
Gauff, along with their foes, 
tend to find themselves there, 
removing any weather-relat-
ed fretting.

“It’s not easy. You kind of  
wish you were one of  the top 
seeds playing on Lenglen or 
Chatrier and you didn’t have 
to worry about rain delays or 
when you’re playing, because 
things are moving smoothly 
when you have a roof,” said 
No. 15 Ben Shelton, an Amer-
ican who won an NCAA title 
at the University of  Florida 
and is in his second full year 
on tour.

Players whose matches are 
suspended in progress will 
try to guess when the action 
might get going again, be-
cause they need to warm up 
physically and get them-
selves in the right head 
space.

“Getting the engine started 
over and over,” Shelton said, 
“and getting cold and then 
warm again and then cold — 
it takes a big toll.”

French Open players 
deal with stress of 
schedule-changing rain

Kyrie Irving returning to 
Boston. Luka Doncic's first 
trip to the title round. Jaylen 
Brown and Jayson Tatum, 
getting another chance at a 
ring. Kristaps Porzingis fac-
ing his former team, too.

Pick a storyline. There are 
many in these NBA Finals.

The matchup is now set: 
It'll be Boston against Dallas 
for the Larry O'Brien Tro-
phy, a series that starts on 
the Celtics' home floor on 
June 6 — meaning everyone 
will be sitting around and 
waiting for about a week, a 
byproduct of  the Celtics and 
Mavericks making short 
work of  their respective con-
ference finals.

Dallas eliminated Minne-
sota on Thursday night, win-
ning 124-103 to finish off  a 
4-1 victory in the Western 
Conference finals. Boston's 
spot was clinched Monday 
night, after the Celtics beat 
Indiana 108-105 to cap a 4-0 
series in the East.

“We're going to the NBA 
Finals,” Doncic said during 
the on-court celebration in 
Minneapolis on Thursday 
night. “Just can't believe it, 
man.”

It's Boston's second time in 
the finals in the last three 
seasons, after falling to Gold-
en State in six games in 2022. 
Dallas is in the title round 
for the first time since win-
ning the championship 
against Miami in 2011.

Much will be made, and 
rightly so, of  Irving and the 
Celtics meeting with a title 
on the line. Boston made a 
blockbuster move in 2017 by 
trading for Irving, with the 
hopes of  seeing him grace its 
parquet floor in the NBA Fi-
nals.

Hey, it'll happen now — 
just not as the sides envi-
sioned seven years ago.

Irving was an All-Star in 
both of  his Boston seasons, 
then left as a free agent to 
join the Brooklyn Nets in 
2019 a few months after say-
ing — vowing, really — that 
he would be staying with the 
Celtics. There have been 
some interesting moments in 
his returns to Boston; he's 
been routinely booed and 
had a water bottle thrown at 
him, while he's been fined 
for making an obscene ges-
ture and raised ire by stomp-
ing on the Celtics' lepre-
chaun logo at midcourt fol-

lowing a Brooklyn playoff  
win there.

“Boston's in the way and 
in between our goal,” Irving 
said when the West finals 
ended Thursday night.

Irving's message to the 
Mavericks: Enjoy this mo-
ment.

“Nothing's guaranteed in 
this league, especially mak-
ing it to the finals every 
year," said Irving, who won a 
title playing alongside LeB-
ron James with Cleveland in 
2016. “We couldn't have done 
it without a collective re-
sponsibility, us working to-
gether every single day, 
practicing hard, doing the 
little things. We should re-
ward ourselves by playing 
hard.”

Porzingis spent nearly 
three years in Dallas after 
being traded there by the 
New York Knicks in 2019. 
He's in his first season in 
Boston and has been a huge 
part of  the Celtics' success — 
but got hurt in Round 1 
against Miami and hasn't 
played since, though it seems 
reasonable to think he may 
be ready for the NBA Finals.

“He's progressing well and 
he's working really hard to 
get back,” Celtics coach Joe 
Mazzulla said.

The Celtics won the two 
head-to-head meetings 
against the Mavericks in the 
regular season, 119-110 at 
Dallas on Jan. 22 and then 
138-110 in Boston on March 1.

The Mavericks didn't have 
an answer for Tatum; he had 
39 points in the January 
game, 32 in the March 
matchup. The Celtics didn't 
have an answer for Doncic; 

he had triple-doubles in both 
games — 33 points, 18 re-
bounds and 13 assists in Jan-
uary, then 37 points, 12 re-
bounds and 11 assists in 
March.

Those games won't mean 
much now.

“This group believes,” said 
Mavericks coach Jason Kidd, 
who played for the Dallas 
team that won a title in 2011. 
“They believe in each other. 
... This is a special group.”

The Celtics are seeking 
their 18th title overall, which 
would break a tie with the 
Los Angeles Lakers for the 
most in NBA history, and 
their first championship 
since 2008.

Against the Warriors two 
years ago, the championship 
experience of  Golden State 
prevailed. Lessons were 
learned then, Boston has in-
sisted since, and the Celtics 
will get a chance to finish 
the season differently this 
time.

“It's a new challenge. It's a 
different situation,” Celtics 
center Al Horford said. “I'm 
just excited to be in this posi-
tion and to have this oppor-
tunity.”

The Celtics will have spent 
more than a week without a 
game before the finals start. 
Mazzulla said all that down-
time won't be spent idly.

“Nothing's really valuable 
if  you let it go to waste,” 
Mazzulla said. “Between 
now and June 6th, we have 
to take every experience that 
we’ve been through, and 
we've got to make sure we 
take advantage of  it and that 
we utilize it to put ourselves 
in the best position to win.”

Mavericks punch ticket to 
NBA Finals against Celtics
BY TIM REYNOLDS
Associated Press

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic smiles during a news confer-
ence after the team’s win over the Minnesota Timberwolves in 
Game 5 of the Western Conference Finals on Thursday, May 30, in 
Minneapolis.

BY HOWARD FENDRICH
Associated Press
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TAVARES MCFADDEN
Tavares "Key" McFadden 

departed this life on Monday, 
May 27, 2024, in Sumter.

He was born March 27, 1992, 
in Sumter to Michelle McK-
night (Absolum Jr.) McFad-
den and the late Wilbert 
Frank.

The family is receiving 
friends at 7345 Scales Road, 
Rembert.

Funeral services are incom-
plete and will be announced 
later by Whites Mortuary 
LLC.

JERRY DEANS EVANS SR.
Jerry Deans Evans Sr., 62, 

husband of  Sarah Champion 
Evans and son of  Mattie Wise 

Evans and the 
late Prest Evans, 
was born on Sept. 
30, 1961, in Gable. 
He departed this 
life on Monday, 
May 27, 2024, at 
Sumter East 
Health and Reha-

bilitation Center in Sumter.
Public viewing was held on 

Friday, May 31, 2024, from 2 
to 6 p.m. at Job’s Mortuary 
Inc.

Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. Saturday, June 
1, 2024, at Salem Chapel & 
Heritage Center, 101 S. Salem 
Ave., Sumter, SC 29150 with 
Rev. Channing Brown, offici-
ating.

Interment will follow in Old 
McFadden Cemetery, New 
Zion.

Family will receive friends 
at the home of  his son, Ethan 
Evans, 3350 Wilton Drive, 
Sumter, daily from 3 to 8 p.m.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., is in charge of  ar-
rangements.

Online memorials may be 
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuaryinc@gmail.com, or visit 
us on the web at www.job-
smortuary.net. 

RAYMOND E. WILLIAMS
HAMPTON — Raymond E. 

Williams, 80, died on Tuesday, 
May 28, 2024, at Trident Medi-
cal Center in North Charles-
ton.

You may go to www.bullock-
funeralhome.com and sign the 
family’s guest book.

The family has chosen Bull-
ock Funeral Home for the ar-
rangements.

GAIL CATHERINE JACKSON

Gail Catherine Jackson was 
born on Dec. 13, 1962, in Flor-
ence County to the late Lon-
nie Burgess and Lease Wise 
Witherspoon Burgess. She de-
parted this life on Thursday, 
May 23, 2024, at Prisma Health 
Tuomey Hospital, Sumter.

Gail attended the Florence 
County Public Schools. At an 
early age, she attended Em-
well Freewill Baptist Church 
in Olanta. Later, she was a 
member of  New Life Church 
in Sumter.

Funeral services were held 
at 1 p.m. Thursday, May 30, 
2024, at Emwell Freewill Bap-
tist Church, 3050 Amwell 
Church Road, Lynchburg, 
with Pastor O’Neal Graham, 
eulogist. 

Interment followed in Em-
well Freewill Baptist Church 
Cemetery.

The family will receive rela-
tives and friends at the home, 
2614 Hilldale Drive, Sumter. 

Services directed by the 
management and staff  of  Wil-
liams Funeral Home Inc., 821 
N. Main St., Sumter. Online 
memorial messages may be 
sent to the family at williams-
funeralhome@sc.rr.com. Visit 
us on the web at www.Wil-
liamsFuneralHomeInc.com.

CLAUDIS LEE FRAZIER JR.
NEW YORK, New York — 

Claudis Lee Frazier Jr., 69, 
died on Friday, May 24, 2024, 

at his residence 
1155 Lawrencev-
ille Hwy., Law-
renceville, Geor-
gia. He was born 
June 6, 1954, a 
son of  Mary A. 
Buckson-Frazier 
and the late Clau-

dis Lee Frazier Sr.
Public viewing was held 

Thursday, May 30, 2024, at 
Hayes F. Samuels Sr. Memori-
al Chapel.

Funeral services were held 
at 1 p.m. Friday, May 31, 2024, 
at Providence AME Church, 

with burial in Churchyard 
Cemetery.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC of  Manning.

CASSANDRA P. CLAUDE
MANNING — Cassandra P. 

Claude, 49, died Wednesday, 
May, 29, 2024, at her residence, 
1246 Waynes Drive, Manning. 
She was born Sept. 25, 1974, in 
Baltimore, Maryland, a 
daughter of  Laurence Claude 
and Barbara Jean Dozier.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC of  Manning.

WILLIAM CHARLES 
HATFIELD JR.

MANNING — William 
Charles Hatfield Jr., 77, died 
on Tuesday, May 28, 2024, at 
Continuecare Hospital at Pal-
metto Health Baptist, Rich-
land.

You may go to www.bullock-
funeralhome.com and sign the 
family’s guest book.

The family has chosen Bull-
ock Funeral Home for the ar-
rangements.

ABIE DINGLE

Abie Dingle, 65, passed away 
on Saturday, May 25, 2024, in 
Orangeburg, South Carolina.

Funeral service will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 1, 
2024, at Prayer House Mission, 
5076 Bald Eagle Road, Sum-
merton.

 Services have been entrust-
ed to Clarendon Funeral 
Home LLC of  Summerton.

LEVAN STUKES
Levan Stukes, 66, son of  the 

late Ferdinand Stukes and Lil-
lie Myrtle Brunson Stukes, 

was born on Nov. 
17, 1957, in Sum-
ter. He departed 
this life on Mon-
day, May 27, 2024, 
at Springdale 
Healthcare Cen-
ter, Camden.

Public viewing 
will be held on Monday, June 
3, 2024, from 4 to 6 p.m. at 
Job’s Mortuary.

Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. Tuesday, June 4, 
2024, at Salem Chapel & Heri-
tage Center, 101 S. Salem Ave., 
Sumter, with Pastor Melaine 
Dees, officiating, and Elder 
William Hairston, eulogist.

Interment will follow in 
Stukes Cemetery, Sumter.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., is in charge of  ar-
rangements.

Online memorials may be 
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuaryinc@gmail.com or visit 
us on the web at www.job-
smortuary.net.

DAVID HART
David Hart, 90, widower of  

Janie Maxine McCoy Hart 
and son of  the late Sanders 
Hart Sr. and Drusiella Lee 
Hart, was born on April 23, 
1934, in Bishopville. He de-
parted this life on Wednesday, 
May 22, 2024, at Grady Memo-
rial Hospital, Delaware, Ohio.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

GWENDOLYN FAYE NASH
LEXINGTON — Gwendolyn 

Faye Nash, 68, died Wednes-
day, May 29, 2024, at Lexing-
ton Medical Center. 

Please visit www.sumterfu-
nerals.com for the full obitu-
ary. 

Elmore Hill McCreight Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, 221 
Broad St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  the arrangements, (803) 
775-9386.

MILAGROS RODRIGUEZ

Milagros Rodriguez, 87, wife 
of  Wilfredo Ramos, died 
Wednesday, May 29, 2024, at 
her home in Sumter. Born in 
Carolina, Puerto Rico, on Jan. 
6, 1937, she was the daughter 
of  the late Biennenicle Rodri-
guez and Petra Mecardo.

The family will receive rela-
tives and friends at the home, 
3230 N. Main St., Sumter. 

Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete and will be an-

nounced by the management 
of  Williams Funeral Home 
Inc., 821 N. Main St., Sumter.

THOMAS PALKA
Thomas Palka, 63, husband 

of  Helen Palka, died Thurs-
day, May 30, 2024, at his home.

Services will be announced 
by Elmore Hill McCreight Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, 221 
Broad St., Sumter, (803) 775-
9386.

WILLIE O'BRIAN DEAN

Willie O’Brian Dean, 50, son 
of  Willie Dean and Viola 
Mack Harry, was born on 
June 11, 1973, in Sumter. He 
departed this life on Wednes-
day, May 29, 2024, in Sumter.

Family will receive friends 
at the home, 885 Bama Lane 
Apt #1, Sumter, daily from 5 
to 9 p.m.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

DANNI LUNSFORD NUNLEY
Danni Lunsford Nunley, 68, 

beloved wife of  52 years to Al-
bert E. Nunley, died on Tues-
day, May 28, 2024, at Prisma 
Health Richland Hospital. 

You may go to www.bullock-
funeralhome.com and sign the 
family’s guest book.

The family has chosen Bull-
ock Funeral Home for the ar-
rangements.

CATHERINE JACKSON

Catherine “Cathie” Jackson 
of  Horatio died on Wednesday, 
May 15, 2024. She was born in 
Kittery, Maine, on July 27, 
1954. She received a Bachelor 
of  Science and Wildlife and 
Fisheries Biology from Clem-
son University and served for 
over 20 years as a steward 
with the National Steeple-
chase Association.

Also a Sumter Master Gar-
dener, Cathie cultivated beau-
ty in her yard and garden, re-
flecting her dedication to na-
ture conservancy. Above all, 
Cathie’s greatest joy was her 
love of  God, family, animals 
and the natural world. Cathie 
was a devoted wife, and she 
often shared with her family 
about her faith in the Lord, 
love of  nature and the joys of  
life.

Cathie is survived by her 
mother, Gerry; sisters, Nancy 
and Sally; two nephews, two 
nieces and their children. A 
Celebration of  Life Service 
will be held at 2 p.m. on Tues-
day, June 11, 2024, at Church 
of  the Holy Comforter in 
Sumter. In lieu of  flowers, do-
nations may be made to Pal-
metto Animal Assisted Life 
Services (https://www.paals.
org/donate).

BETTY C. MCLEES
COLUMBIA and LAURENS 

— Betty Condrey McLees, age 
96, passed away peacefully on 

Saturday, May 25, 
2024, surrounded 
by loving family. 
Formerly of  Co-
lumbia, she was a 
resident of  Mar-
tha Franks Re-
tirement Center 
at the time of  her 

death. She is survived by her 
children Betsy Ross (Ed) 
Carey of  Laurens and Myrtle 
Beach; John Gavin McLees of  
Marietta; her beloved grand-
children Lindsay Ross (Mike) 
Henry of  Summerville, Travis 
McLees of  Leesville and 
Jamie Leigh Barrs of  Cayce; 
great-grandchildren Jayleigh 
Guillebeau, Brantley Crider 

of  Cayce, Lillian (Lily) Henry 
of  Summerville and Caroline 
McLees of  Leesville; and niec-
es and nephews Debbie (Ed) 
Neal of  Sumter, Jimmy (Di-
anne) Condrey of  Sumter and 
Dick Condrey of  Myrtle 
Beach. She was predeceased 
by her husband of  56 years, 
John Harlan McLees, and her 
son Richard (Ty) McLees of  
Columbia; brother Richard C. 
Condrey of  Sumter; and sister 
Ethel Ruth (Lucy) Griffin of  
Sumter.

The daughter of  the late 
Edith Barkley Condrey and 
Richard Crawford Condrey, 
Betty was born in Wedgefield 
and graduated with honors 
from Edmond High School in 
1945. After high school, she 
was employed by the Federal 
Land Bank in Sumter. She 
married Harlan, and their 
journey together carried her 
to professional careers at 
Clemson College, the Univer-
sity of  Georgia, Wofford Col-
lege and the University of  
South Carolina, where she re-
tired in 1993 after 30 years’ 
service from the College of  
Business Administration. 
During her tenure, she wit-
nessed the growth of  the 
School of  Business Adminis-
tration, the International 
School of  Business and the 
Darla Moore School of  Busi-
ness, working with Dr. James 
L. Athearn and the J. Frank 
Hipp Trust, Dr. Travis Pritch-
ett, Dr. John Stinton and 
Deans Jim Kane and Bill Put-
nam.

Betty developed a close rela-
tionship with beloved assis-
tant dean and advisor Ada 
Thomas; both cared deeply 
about the students' personal 
and professional lives. Betty 
believed the greatest gift you 
could leave future generations 
was a good education.

Herself  a life-long learner, 
researcher and editor for four 
Risk and Insurance textbooks, 
she led by example and main-
tained contact until her death 
with many of  the students she 
nurtured, tutored and “adopt-
ed” as her own during their 
college years. She always en-
joyed delivering her famous 
divinity fudge and brownies 
to countless students who 
needed extra hugs away from 
home. During Coach Frank 
McGuire’s tenure at USC, he 
once told Betty she deserved 
credit for the winning season, 
having tutored some of  the 
team students to help them 
pass their courses.

During her stay at Martha 
Franks Retirement Center, 
Betty was affectionately nick-
named Nannie. The family 
would like to extend their 
heartfelt appreciation to the 
wonderful caregivers, admin-
istrators and her physicians 
for their loving care.

A memorial service is 
scheduled for Sunday, June 
23, 2024, 2 p.m. at The Kenne-
dy Mortuary Chapel, Laurens, 
South Carolina.

In lieu of  flowers, the fami-
ly suggests memorials to 
Martha Franks Retirement 
Community, 1 Martha 
Franks Drive, Laurens, SC, 
or First United Methodist 
Church, 244 W. Main St., 
Laurens, SC.

Condolences may be ex-
pressed online at www.theken-
nedymortuary.com.

The Kennedy Mortuary and 
Crematory

STANLEY BROWN
Stanley Brown, 71, husband 

of  Dolores Budden Brown and 
son of  the late Rufus Brown 
and Lean Holiday Brown, was 
born on March 14, 1953, in 
Clarendon County. He depart-
ed this life Friday, May 31, 
2024, at Sumter East Health 
Rehabilitation Center in Sum-
ter.

Family will receive friends 
at the home, 2920 Ervin Lane, 
Sumter, daily from 3 to 7 p.m.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

EDWARD L. BICK JR.
Edward L. Bick Jr., “Buzz,” 

passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, May 29, 2024, at 
MUSC Charleston. 

You may go to www.bullock-
funeralhome.com and sign the 
family’s guest book.

The family has chosen Bull-
ock Funeral Home for the ar-
rangements.

THOMAS DANIEL ARDIS

Thomas Daniel Ardis 
(Tommy), husband of  54 years 
to Delores Earles Ardis, went 

home to be with 
the Lord on Fri-
day, May 31, 2024, 
after a long battle 
with Alzheimer's. 
Tommy was born 
on Jan. 20, 1944, 
to the late Fred 
Ardis and Be-

atrice Ardis.
Tommy was a veteran of  

the United States Army. After 
returning home, he worked a 
few years at Winn Dixie be-
fore becoming a federal food 
inspector with the U.S. De-
partment of  Agriculture.

He was of  the Baptist faith 
and was a member of  Lake-
wood Baptist Church. There 
he served as a deacon and 
taught the adult Sunday 
School class when needed. 
Even though Alzheimer's 
robbed him of  his memory, he 
never forgot who his Lord and 
Savior was.

Along with his wife, he leaves 
behind two children, Janet 
Moore (Fred) and Wesley Ardis 
(Jennifer); seven grandchil-
dren, Logan Moore Baker 
(Josh), Koby Ardis, Hailey 
Ardis, Aubree Ardis, Thomas 
Ardis, Porter Ardis and Paisley 
Moore. He has one remaining 
sister, Earlene Skelcher, cur-
rently living in California. 

In addition to his parents, 
Tommy was predeceased by 
three sisters, Virginia Ver-
hoven, Vivian Earles and Di-
anne Arrants; and four broth-
ers, Will (Sonny) Ardis, John 
Ardis, Henry Ardis and 
Wayne Ardis, as well as an ad-
opted son, Mike Godfrey.

Funeral service will be held 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, June 2, 2024, 
in Elmore-Cannon-Stephens 
Funeral Home Chapel officiat-
ed by the Rev. Tim Hinson. 
Burial will be in Evergreen 
Memorial Park Cemetery 
with military honors.

Pallbearers are Wesley 
Ardis, Fred Moore, Josh 
Baker, Louie Brown, Lathan 
Earles and Kevin Ardis.

The family will receive 
friends from 2 to 3 p.m. Sunday, 
June 2, 2024, at Elmore-Can-
non-Stephens Funeral Home 
and other times at the home.

The family offers special 
thanks to Dr. Robert Eager-
ton, Kari, Marcia and Jake 
with McLeod’s Hospice Pro-
gram. We would also like to 
thank our special friend 
Roger Holman.

In lieu of  flowers, memori-
als may be made to the Men’s 
Ministry of  Lakewood Baptist 
Church, 3140 Nazarene 
Church Road, Sumter, SC 
29154, or to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 140 Stoneridge 
Dr #640, Columbia, SC 29210.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens 
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of  Sumter is in charge of  
the arrangements.

ELISHA MONTGOMERY
BISHOPVILLE — Elisha 

Montgomery, 95, transitioned 
from labor to reward on Sun-
day, May 26, 2024, at his home, 
413 Williamson Road, Bish-
opville. 

The family is receiving 
friends at his residence.

Funeral arrangements have 
been entrusted to Square Deal 
Funeral Home, 106 McIntosh 
St., Bishopville.
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Donna's House Cleaning Expe-
rience. 20+ yrs. Have references.
Available for Sumter & surrounding
areas. Call for free estimate,
803-229-1993.

Cleaning Services

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

NOTICE OF SALE CIVIL ACTION
NO. 2023CP4301861 BY VIRTUE of
the decree heretofore granted in the
case of: THE BANK OF NEW YORK
MELLON F/K/A THE BANK OF
NEW YORK, AS SUCCESSOR IN
INTEREST TO JPMORGAN CHASE
BANK, AS TRUSTEE FOR CENTEX
HOME EQUITY LOAN TRUST
2004-A v. VERNON WASHINGTON;
PEGGY K. WASHINGTON FKA
P E G G Y  A .  K N I G H T ,  t h e
undersigned Master In Equity for
SUMTER County, South Carolina,
will sell on June 3, 2024, at 12:00 PM,
at the SUMTER County Courthouse,
215 North Main Street, Sumter, SC
29150, to the highest bidder:
ALL THAT CERTAIN PIECE,
PARCEL OR LOT OF LAND,
T O G E T H E R  W I T H  A N Y

NOTICE OF SALE

BY VIRTUE of a decree heretofore
granted in the case of: Federal Home
Loan Mortgage Corporation, as
Trustee for the benefit of the Freddie
Mac Seasoned Loans Structured
Transaction Trust, Series 2021-2 vs.
Andrew Nathan Alford, IV; Jessica
N Alford; C/A No. 2023CP4301690,
The following property will be sold
on June 3, 2024, at 12:00 Noon at the
Sumter County Courthouse to the
highest bidder:

All that lot of land with the
improvements thereon situate in
Sumter County, South Carolina,
represented as 5.2 acres on plat of
Baughman Land Surveyors, Inc.,
dated May 11, 1971, recorded in the
office of the Sumter County Register
of Deeds in Plat Book Z-40 at Page
37. Pursuant to Section 30-5-250 of
the Code of Laws of South Carolina,
(1976, as amended) reference to said

Notice of Sale

INVITATION TO BID

The Sumter County Public Works is
soliciting separate sealed bids from
qualified vendors for the following
projects:

PAVING OF SUMTER COUNTY
ROADS:
COLCLOUGH PLANTATION RD,
WAYCROSS CIR, AND HAPPY
HOMES SUBDIVISION (HAPPY
AVE, EASY ST, RANCH RD, &
PINESIDE DR)

Bids will be received until 10:00
A.M. Wednesday, June 19, 2024 in the
Sumter County Public Works
Conference Room located at 1289
North Main Street, Sumter, South
Carolina 29153.
Plans and bid documents may be
obtained from:

Sumter County Public Works
1289 North Main Street
Sumter, South Carolina 29153
Email:
khyatt@sumtercountysc.org
Phone: (803) 436-2241

Or

Davis & Floyd, Inc.
240 Stoneridge Dr., Suite 305
Columbia, SC 29210
Email:
twarren@davisfloyd.com
Phone: (803) 256-4121

Any written questions should be
emailed to twarren@davisfloyd.com
no later than Friday June 14, 2024 at

Patricia M. Simon

Congratulations-Queen
Winner for District Seven

Order of the Eastern Stars-
Queen Marshall Chapter #239

Bid Notices

Happy Ads

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

Notice is hereby given that QuikTrip
Corporation intends to apply to the
South Carolina Department of
Revenue for a license and/or permit
that will allow the sale and OFF
premises consumption of Beer /
Wine at 2840 Paxville Hwy, Manning,
SC 29102. To object to the issuance of
this license and/or permit, submit an
ABL-20 protest form by June 17,
2024. Submit the ABL-20 online at
MyDORWAY.dor.sc.gov, or email to
ABL@dor.sc.gov.

STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE FAMILY COURT
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF SUMTER
DOCKET NO.:

2023-DR-43-00029
SUMMONS AND NOTICE

BY PUBLICATION

South Carolina Department
of Social Services,

Plaintiff,
vs.

Shayla Smith
Jermaine Williams
Anthony Thomas
John Doe

Defendants.

IN THE INTEREST OF:
CHILD Born: 2022
CHILD Born: 2022
CHILD Born: 2015
CHILD Born: 2010
Minors Under the Age of 18 Years.

TO DEFENDANT: Anthony Thomas

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the
Complaint for Ex Parte Removal and
Supplemental Complaint for
Termination of Parental Rights in
this Action, the original of which
has been filed in the Office of the
Clerk of Court for Sumter County, on
January 11, 2023 and March 8, 2024,
respectively, copies of which will be
delivered to you upon request; and to
serve a copy of your Answer to the
Complaint  and Supplement
Complaint upon the undersigned
attorney for the Plaintiff at 105 N.
Magnolia St., Sumter, South Carolina
29151, within thirty (30) days
following the date of service upon
you, exclusive of the day of such
service; and if you fail to answer the
Complaint within the time stated,
the Plaintiff will apply for Judgment
by Default against the Defendant for
the relief demanded in the
Complaint.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that
a termination of parental rights
hearing and a permanency planning
hearing in the above referenced
matter has been scheduled on
August 1, 2024 at 9:30 AM. in the
Sumter County Family Court located
at 215 N. Harvin St Sumter, SC 29150.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE
that, as a named Defendant in this
action, you have the right to be
present and represented by an
attorney. If you cannot afford an
attorney, the Court will appoint an
attorney to represent you. It is your
responsibility to contact the Clerk of
Court's Office, 215 N. Harvin St
Sumter, SC 29150, to apply for
appointment of an attorney to
represent you if you cannot afford an
attorney.
YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED
that: (1) the Guardian ad Litem
(GAL) who is appointed by the Court

Notice Of Application
Notice is hereby given that Diego
Lopez intends to apply to the South
Carolina Department of Revenue for
a license permit that will allow the
sale and ON premises consumption
of Beer & Liquor at 1029 Broad
Street. Sumter, SC 29150. To object to
the issuance of this permit / license,
written protest must be postmarked
no later than June 11, 2024. For a
protest to be valid, it must be in
writing, and should include the
following information: (1) the name,
address and telephone number of
the person filing the protest; (2) the
specific reasons why the application
should be denied; (3) that the person
protesting is willing to attend a
hearing (if one is requested by the
applicant); (4) that the person
protesting resides in the same
county where the proposed place of
business is located or within five
miles of the business; and (5) the
name of the applicant and the
address of the premises to be
licensed. Protests must be submitted
online e-mailed to: ABL@dor.sc.gov
Attn: S.C. Department of Revenue,
ABL Section.

NOTICE OF SALE CIVIL ACTION
NO. 2023CP4301827 BY VIRTUE of
the decree heretofore granted in the
case of: MORTGAGE ASSETS
MANAGEMENT, LLC F/K/A
R E V E R S E  M O R T G A G E
SOLUTIONS, INC v. BEVERLY A.
TOUCHBERRY; SYNCHRONY
BANK; UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA ACTING BY AND
THROUGH ITS AGENCY THE
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, the
undersigned Master In Equity for
Clerk of Court of Sumter County
County, South Carolina, will sell on
June 3, 2024, at 12:00 PM, at the
SUMTER County Courthouse, 215
North Main Street, Sumter, SC 29150,
to the highest bidder:
ALL THAT CERTAIN PIECE,
PARCEL, OR LOT OF LAND,
T O G E T H E R  W I T H  T H E
IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, IF
ANY, SITUATE, LYING, AND
BEING IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SUMTER, COUNTY OF SUMTER,
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
BEING SHOWN AND DESIGNATED
AS LOT #16, TWIN LAKES,
SECTION NO. 50, AS SHOWN ON
THAT CERTAIN PLAT PREPARED
BY JOSEPH R. EDWARDS, RLS,
DATED AUGUST 26, 1991, AND
RECORDED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE ROD FOR SUMTER COUNTY
IN PLAT BOOK 91, PAGE 1194, AND
HAVING SUCH METES AND
BOUNDS AS ARE SHOWN ON SAID
PLAT, THIS DESCRIPTION BEING
IN LIEU OF METES AND BOUNDS,
AS PERMITTED UNDER SECTION
30-5-250 OF THE 1976 CODE OF
LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, AS
AMENDED.

THIS BEING THE SAME
PROPERTY CONVEYED TO
BEVERLY A. TOUCHBERRY BY
DEED JACKIE C. JENKINS AND
JANICE G. JENKINS, RECORDED
ON OCTOBER 6, 2005 IN BOOK
1000, PAGE 00672, IN THE OFFICE
OF THE ROD FOR SUMTER
COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA.
TMS No.: 2080105003
Property Address:
2655 CARRIAGE DRIVE,
SUMTER, SC 29154

TERMS OF SALE: The successful
bidder, other than the Plaintiff, will
deposit with the Master In Equity, at
conclusion of the bidding, five
percent (5%) of his bid, in cash or
equivalent, as evidence of good faith,
same to be applied to the purchase
price in case of compliance, but in
the case of non-compliance to be
forfeited and first applied to the cost
incurred by the Plaintiff related to
the sale and the balance then applied
to the Plaintiff's debt in the manner
suitable to the Plaintiff. Should the
last and highest bidder fail to comply
with the other terms of the bid
within thirty (30) days, then the
Master In Equity may re-sell the
property on the same terms and
conditions on some subsequent Sales
Day.
A personal or deficiency judgment
being waived by Plaintiff, the sale
shall close on the day of the Sale.
Purchaser to pay for documentary
stamps on the deed. The successful
bidder will be required to pay
interest on the amount of the
balance of the bid from the date of
sale to the date of compliance with
the bid at the rate of 7.74% per
annum. The sale shall be subject to
any past due or accruing property

Notice Of
Application

Notice is hereby given that Sidebar,
LLC. intends to apply to the South
Carolina Department of Revenue for
a license permit that will allow the
sale and On premises consumption
of beer, wine and liquor at 30 North
Main Street, Sumter, SC 29150. To
object to the issuance of this permit /
license, written protest must be
postmarked no later than June 17,
2024. For a protest to be valid, it
must be in writing, and should
include the following information:
(1) the name, address and telephone
number of the person filing the
protest; (2) the specific reasons why
the application should be denied; (3)
that the person protesting is willing
to attend a hearing (if one is
requested by the applicant); (4) that
the person protesting resides in the
same county where the proposed
place of business is located or within
five miles of the business; and (5) the
name of the applicant and the
address of the premises to be
licensed. Protests must be mailed to:
S.C. Department of Revenue, ABL,
P.O. Box 125, Columbia, South
Carolina 29214-0907; or Faxed to:
(803) 896-0110.

Beer & Wine
License

MASTER-IN-EQUITY'S SALE
CASE NO. 2022-CP-43-00122

BY VIRTUE of a decree heretofore
granted in the case of Provident
Funding Associates, L.P. against
Clifton N. Witherspoon and Fiesta W.
Brooks, et al., I, the Master-in-Equity
for Sumter County, will sell on
Monday, June 3, 2024, at 12:00 o'clock
noon, at the Sumter County
Courthouse, Sumter, South Carolina,
to the highest bidder:
All that certain piece, parcel, or lot
of land, with improvements situate,
lying and being in the County of
Sumter, State of South Carolina
identified as Lot #2 on a plat
prepared by Lewis E. Leavell, Jr.,
RLS, dated 7/17/1968 and recorded in
Plat Book Z-25 at Page 134 in the
RMC Office for Sumter County.
TMS#: 131-00-02-020

ALSO: All that piece, parcel, or lot of
land, with improvements thereon,
situate, lying and being in the
County of Sumter, State of South
Carolina, identified as Lot #1,
containing 0.70 acres, more or less as
shown on that plat prepared by
Joseph R. Edwards, PLS, dated
11/5/2001 and recorded in Plat Book
2002 at Page 47, in the Register of
Deeds office for Sumter County.
TMS#: 131-00-02-043

The above two parcels are
incorporated herein and reference is
craved thereto by a plat prepared for
Clifton Witherspoon dated 7/22/2008
by James D. Willson, R.L.S. recorded
in Plat Book 2008 at Page 270 in the
Register of Deeds office for Sumter
County.
This being the same property
conveyed to James Witherspoon and
Clifton N. Witherspoon by Deed of
Peachberry Builders, LLC, dated
March 5, 2009, and recorded April 6,
2009 in Deed Book 1121, Page 401 in
the Office of the Register of Deeds
for Sumter County, South Carolina,
thereafter reformed by removing
Clifton N. Witherspoon as grantee by
Order entered in Case No.
2022-CP-43-00122. Subsequently,
James Witherspoon died on June 3,
2020, and a one-half interest in the
properties was conveyed unto Fiesta
W. Brooks by virtue of that Deed of
Distribution dated July 2, 2021, and
recorded on July 8, 2021 in the office
of the Register of Deeds for Sumter
County, South Carolina in Deed Book
1288 at Page 795, and also by virtue
of that Last Will and Testament of
James Witherspoon dated May 18,
2020 and recorded in the Probate
Court in Sumter County, South
Carolina, Case No. 2020ES4300499.
5835 Cane Savannah Road
Wedgefield, South Carolina 29168
TERMS OF SALE: The successful
bidder, other than the plaintiff, will
deposit with the Master-in-Equipty
for Sumter County at conclusion of
the bidding, five percent (5%) of the
bid, in cash or equivalent, as
evidence of good faith, same to be
applied to the purchase price in case
of compliance, but to be forfeited and
applied first to costs and then to
plaintiff's debt in the case of
non-compliance. If the Plaintiff's
representative is not in attendance at
the scheduled time of the sale, the
sale shall be canceled and the
property sold on some subsequent
sales day after due advertisement.
Should the last and highest bidder
fail or refuse to make the required
deposit at time of bid or comply with
the other terms of the bid within
thirty (30) days, the deposit shall be
forfeited and the Master-in-Equity
for Sumter County may re-sell the
property on the same terms and
conditions on some subsequent Sales
Day (at the risk of the said highest
bidder). As a deficiency judgment is
being waived, the bidding will not
remain open thirty days after the
date of sale. Purchaser shall pay for
preparation of deed, documentary
stamps on the deed, and recording of
the deed. The successful bidder will
be required to pay interest on the
amount of the bid from date of sale to
date of compliance with the bid at
the rate of 4.00% per annum. The
sale shall be subject to assessments,
Sumter County taxes, easements,
easements and restrictions of record,
and other senior encumbrances.

s/Ryan J. Patane
S.C. Bar No. 103116
Benjamin E. Grimsley
S.C. Bar No. 70335
D'Alberto, Graham
& Grimsley, LLC
Attorneys for
the Plaintiff
PO Box 11682
Columbia, SC 29211
803-233-1177
rpatane@dgglegal.com
bgrimsley@dgglegal.com

STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF SUMTER
IN THE COURT

OF COMMON PLEAS
C/A NO.

2024CP4300810

Road/Route U. S. Route 521
Shoulder Improvement
Project ID No. P037062
Tract 87

South Carolina Department of
Transportation

Condemnor,

VS.

Jimmie Dennis, Jr. a/k/a Jimmy
Dennis, Jr. a/k/a James Dennis,
Jr., deceased,

Landowner(s),

and

Lottie B. Dennis a/k/a Lottie Boyd
Dennis, deceased, Anthony Den-
nis, Gregory Dennis, Larry Den-
nis and Jimmie Dennis, III, as
their interest may appear, South
Carolina Department of Revenue,
State Tax Lien, Republic Finance,
Judgment,

Other Condemnee(s),

and

John Doe and Mary Roe, repre-
senting all unknown persons
having or claiming to have any
right, title or interest in or to, or
lien on the lands described
herein, including all unknown
heirs of, Jimmie Dennis, Jr. a/k/a
Jimmy Dennis, Jr. a/k/a James
Dennis, Jr., deceased, Lottie B.
Dennis a/k/a Lottie Boyd Dennis,
deceased,
Unknown Claimant(s).

SUMMONS

TO: THE LANDOWNER(S), OTH-
ER CONDEMNEE(S) AND UN-
KNOWN CLAIMANTS ABOVE
NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED,
advised and notified, that pur-
suant to the South Carolina
Eminent Domain Procedures Act,
Section 28-2-10, et seq., the
within Condemnation Notice and
Tender of Payment, a copy of
which is herewith served upon
you, has been filed with the Clerk
of Court for Sumter County. The
purpose of this lawsuit is to
enable the Condemnor, the South
Carolina Department of Transpor-
tation, to acquire certain real
property for its public purposes,
as is more fully stated in the
attached Condemnation Notice
and Tender of Payment. Respon-
sive pleadings to the Condemna-
tion Notice and Tender of Pay-
ment are not necessary.

LIS PENDENS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the Condemnor above named
pursuant to the South Carolina
Eminent Domain Procedures Act,
Section 28-2-10, et seq., of the
South Carolina Code of Laws,
1976, as amended, has brought
an action against the Condem-
nee(s) above named to acquire
the real property described here-
in for public purposes, to-wit:
All that parcel or strip of land, in
fee simple, with improvements
thereon, if any, containing 0.126
acre (5,460 sq. ft.) of land and
being described as follows: With-
in 37.5 feet of the survey
centerline of U. S. Route 521, on
the right, between approximate
survey stations 231+64 and
232+70. Also, within 37.5 feet of
the survey centerline of U. S.
Route 521, on the left, between
approximate survey stations
232+15.09 and 232+69. And
also, within 50 feet, of the survey
centerline of U. S. Route 521, on
the left, between approximate
survey stations 234+58.24 and
235+55, thence within 37.5 feet
between approximate survey sta-
tions 235+55 and 236+64.
Tax Map Number 138-00-01-038
The property sought herein is to
be acquired for public purposes,
more particularly for the con-
struction of a section of U. S.
Route 521 Shoulder Improve-
ment.

J. Calhoun Land, IV
Attorney for Condemnor
(SCDOT)
Land Parker Welch, LLC
P. O. Box 138
Manning, SC 29102
Telephone: (803) 435-8894
Manning, South Carolina

STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF SUMTER

C/A NO. 2024CP4300858

Road/Route U. S. Route 521
Shoulder Improvement
Project ID No. P037062
Tract 69

South Carolina Department of
Transportation

Condemnor,

VS.

Chick M. Wells and Lillie Mae
Coleman, deceased,
Landowner(s),

and
John Doe and Mary Roe, repre-
senting all unknown persons
having or claiming to have any
right, title or interest in or to, or
lien on the lands described
herein, including all unknown
heirs of Lillie Mae Coleman,
deceased,

Unknown Claimant(s).

TO: THE LANDOWNER(S) AND
UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED,
advised and notified, that pur-
suant to the South Carolina
Eminent Domain Procedures Act,
Section 28-2-10, et seq., the
within Condemnation Notice and
Tender of Payment, a copy of
which is herewith served upon
you, has been filed with the Clerk
of Court for SUMTER County. The
purpose of this lawsuit is to
enable the Condemnor, the South
Carolina Department of Transpor-
tation, to acquire certain real
property for its public purposes,
as is more fully stated in the
attached Condemnation Notice
and Tender of Payment. Respon-
sive pleadings to the Condemna-
tion Notice and Tender of Pay-
ment are not necessary.

LIS PENDENS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the Condemnor above named
pursuant to the South Carolina
Eminent Domain Procedures Act,
Section 28-2-10, et seq., of the
South Carolina Code of Laws,
1976, as amended, has brought
an action against the Condem-
nee(s) above named to acquire
the real property described here-
in for public purposes, to-wit:
All that parcel or strip of land, in
fee simple, with improvements
thereon, if any, containing 0.014
acre (596 sq. ft.) of land and
being described as follows: With-
in 37.5 feet of the survey
centerline of U. S. Route 521, on
the right, between approximate
survey stations 274+00 and
274+50.
Tax Map Number 138-01-01-019
The property sought herein is to
be acquired for public purposes,
more particularly for the con-
struction of a section of U. S.
Route 521 Shoulder Improve-
ment.

J. Calhoun Land, IV
Attorney for Condemnor
(SCDOT)
Land Parker Welch, LLC
P. O. Box 138
Manning, SC 29102
Telephone: (803) 435-8894

Summons &
Notice

Notice of Public
Information Meeting:

Expansion of Kershaw Lugoff
Wastewater Treatment

Plant Capacity

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
June 19, 2024, from 5:00 - 7:00 PM in
the Kershaw County Government
Complex at 515 Walnut St. Camden,
South Carolina, a public information
meeting will be held to provide
information and entertain questions
concerning the expansion of
wastewater treatment capacity for
the Kershaw Lugoff Wastewater
Treatment Plant.

The Kershaw Lugoff WWTP is
seeking an amendment to the
Santee-Lynches Regional Water
Quality Management Plan to expand
its treatment capacity from 2.0
million gals./day to 3.0 million
gals./day. The facility is currently
permitted to discharge treated
effluent under NPDES Permit No.
SC0039870.

This public information meeting and
the matters to be discussed are
subject to the provisions of the
Santee-Lynches Regional Water
Quality Management Plan, developed
in accordance with the South
Carolina Department of Health and
Environmental Control's statewide
water quality management program.

Background information and
justification for the amendment is
available for review at the
Santee-Lynches Council  of
Governments office at 3219 Broad St.,
Sumter, SC, or at www.santeelynche
scog.org/environmental-planning.
Questions concerning the public
information meeting may be directed
to Jeff Parkey at jparkey@slcog.org.

Legal Notice

IMPROVEMENTS THEREON,
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN
THE CITY AND COUNTY OF
SUMTER, STATE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA, DESIGNATED AS LOT
NO. 15 OF BLOCK J AS SHOWN ON
THAT CERTAIN PLAT BY H.S.
W I L L S O N ,  R . L . S . ,  D A T E D
FEBRUARY 28, 1966 AND
RECORDED IN THE R.M.C. OFFICE
FOR SUMTER COUNTY IN PLAT
BOOK Z-23 AT PAGE 1, THE
EXACT BOUNDARIES AND
MEASUREMENTS OF WHICH CAN
B E  D E T E R M I N E D  B Y
REFERENCE TO SAID PLAT. SAID
LOT NO. 15 BEING BOUNDED AND
MEASURING ACCORDING TO
SAID PLAT AS FOLLOWS: ON THE
NORTHEAST BY LOT NO. 16 OF
BLOCK J AND MEASURING
THEREON 60.00 FEET; ON THE
SOUTHEAST BY LOT NO. 18 OF
BLOCK J AND MEASURING
THEREON 124.80 FEET; ON THE
SOUTHWEST BY SHULER DRIVE
AND FRONTING THEREON 60.00
FEET; AND ON THE NORTHWEST
BY LOT NO. 14 OF BLOCK J AND
MEASURING THEREON 124.50
FEET. BE ALL OF SAID
MEASUREMENTS A LITTLE MORE
OR A LITTLE LESS AND
ACCORDING TO SAID PLAT.

THIS BEING THE SAME
PROPERTY CONVEYED UNTO
PEGGY A. KNIGHT AND MELLIE
G. WEBB BY DEED OF DALTEY C.
BURBAGE AND SHELBY M.
B U R B A G E  R E C O R D E D
DECEMBER 28, 1976 IN BOOK E-10
AT PAGE 1476. SUBSEQUENTLY,
PEGGY A. KNIGHT A/K/A PEGGY
K. WASHINGTON AND MELLIE G.
WEBB CONVEYED THE SUBJECT
PROPERTY TO PEGGY K.
WASHINGTON AND VERNON
W A S H I N G T O N  B Y  D E E D
RECORDED ON JULY 17, 1990 IN
BOOK 510, PAGE 459, COUNTY OF
SUMTER, STATE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA.
TMS No.: 229-06-02-033
Property Address:
17 SHULER DRIVE,
SUMTER, SC 29150
TERMS OF SALE: The successful
bidder, other than the Plaintiff, will
deposit with the Master In Equity, at
conclusion of the bidding, five
percent (5%) of his bid, in cash or
equivalent, as evidence of good faith,
same to be applied to the purchase
price in case of compliance, but in
the case of non-compliance to be
forfeited and first applied to the cost
incurred by the Plaintiff related to
the sale and the balance then applied
to the Plaintiff's debt in the manner
suitable to the Plaintiff. Should the
last and highest bidder fail to comply
with the other terms of the bid
within thirty (30) days, then the
Master In Equity may re-sell the
property on the same terms and
conditions on some subsequent Sales
Day.
A personal or deficiency judgment
being waived by Plaintiff, the sale
shall close on the day of the Sale.
Purchaser to pay for documentary
stamps on the deed. The successful
bidder will be required to pay
interest on the amount of the
balance of the bid from the date of
sale to the date of compliance with
the bid at the rate of 4.750% per
annum. The sale shall be subject to
any past due or accruing property
taxes, assessments, existing
easements and restrictions of record
and any other senior encumbrances.
The sale shall be subject to all title
matters of record and any interested
party should consider performing an
independent title examination of the
subject property as no warranty is
given.
Neither the Plaintiff no its counsel
make representations as to the
integrity of the title or the fair
market value of the property offered
for sale. Prior to bidding, you may
wish to review the current state law
or seek the advice of any attorney
licensed in South Carolina.
In the event an agent of the Plaintiff
does not appear at the time of sale.
The within property shall be
withdrawn from sale and sold at the
next available sales date upon the
terms and conditions as set forth in
the Judgment of Foreclosure and
Sale or such terms as may be set
forth in a supplemental order.

The Honorable Michael M. Jordan
Master In Equity
for SUMTER County
R O B E R T S O N ,  A N S C H U T Z ,
SCHNEID,
CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
651 Brookfield Parkway, Suite 103
Greenville, SC 29607
Telephone: (470) 321-7112
Facsimile: (404) 393-1425

in this action to represent the best
interests of the child will provide
the Family Court with a written
report that includes an evaluation
and assessment of the issues brought
before the Court along with
recommendations; (2) the Guardian
ad Litem 's written report will be
available for review twenty-four (24)
hours in advance of the hearing; (3)
you may review the report at the
Guardian ad Litem Program county
office.
S. C. DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL
SERVICES

Steven B. Suchomski
Attorney for Plaintiff
South Carolina Department
of Social Services
105 N. Magnolia St.
Sumter, SC 29151
(803) 773-5531 (Telephone)
S.C. Bar No. 75341

May 13, 2024
Sumter, South Carolina

4:00 pm.
The County of Sumter reserves the
right to reject any or all bids. The
County of Sumter reserves the right
to waive any or all technicalities.

Mandatory Pre-bid Meeting
Wednesday June 12th @ 9:00 am
Meet at Public Works Office
1289 N. Main St. Sumter, SC 29153

taxes, assessments, existing
easements and restrictions of record
and any other senior encumbrances.
The sale shall be subject to all title
matters of record and any interested
party should consider performing an
independent title examination of the
subject property as no warranty is
given.
Neither the Plaintiff no its counsel
make representations as to the
integrity of the title or the fair
market value of the property offered
for sale. Prior to bidding, you may
wish to review the current state law
or seek the advice of any attorney
licensed in South Carolina.
In the event an agent of the Plaintiff
does not appear at the time of sale.
The within property shall be
withdrawn from sale and sold at the
next available sales date upon the
terms and conditions as set forth in
the Judgment of Foreclosure and
Sale or such terms as may be set
forth in a supplemental order.

The Honorable Michael M. Jordan
Master In Equity for SUMTER
County
Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid,
Crane & Partners, PLLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
110 Frederick, Suite 200
Greenville, SC 29607
Telephone: (470) 321-7112
Facsimile: (404) 393-1425

plat is hereby made for the metes,
bounds, courses and/or distances of
the property delineated thereon.
This property is known as 4325
Bethel Church Road and is shown on
the Auditor's map of Sumter County
as tax parcel 176-00-02-045. This also
includes a mobile home: 1994
Fleetwood BF, 26.7X48.3, VIN
GAFLR54A&B75888HS.
Derivation: Deed Book 1087 at Page
953

4325 Bethel Church Rd, Pinewood,
SC 29125
TMS/PIN# 176-00-02-045

SUBJECT TO ASSESSMENTS,
SUMTER COUNTY AD VALOREM
TAXES, EASEMENTS AND/OR,
RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD, AND
OTHER SENIOR ENCUMBRANCES.

TERMS OF SALE: A 5% deposit in
certified funds is required. The
deposit will be applied towards the
purchase price unless the bidder
defaults, in which case the deposit
will be forfeited. If the successful
bidder fails, or refuses, to make the
required deposit on the day of sale or
fails or refuses to comply with the
bid within 20 days, then the property
will be resold at the bidder's risk. No
personal or deficiency judgment
being demanded, the bidding will not
remain open after the date of sale,
but compliance with the bid may be
made immediately. The successful
bidder will be required to pay
interest on the balance of the bid
after the deposit is applied from date
of sale to date of compliance with the
bid at the rate of 3.625% per annum.
If for any reason the Plaintiff's agent
does not appear to bid at the sale, the
sale will be deemed canceled. For
complete terms of sale, see
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
filed with the Sumter County Clerk
of Court at C/A #2023CP4301690.

NOTICE: The foreclosure deed is not
a warranty deed. Interested bidders
should satisfy themselves as to the
quality of title to be conveyed by
obtaining an independent title
search prior to the foreclosure sale
date.

NOTICE: This sale will occur
outdoors, on the front steps of the
historical courthouse, facing N.
Main St. All persons in attendance
are subject to having their
temperature taken (non-touch or
temple touch). Anyone that is
visually or audibly symptomatic
(fever, cough, shortness of breath,
nasal or throat congestion, etc.) may
be denied in person participation.
Anyone that is otherwise
symptomatic (loss of taste or smell,
muscle aches, nausea, vomiting,
diarrhea, etc.) should not attend.
Masts or facial coverings are not
required but may be worn. Social
distancing will be observed with at
least six foot distancing between
participants.

Michael M. Jordan
Master In Equity for
Sumter County

Brian P. Yoho, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 100200
Columbia, SC 29202-3200
(803) 744-4444
011847-05190
Website:
www.rogerstownsend.com
(see link to Resources/Foreclosure
Sales

Notice of Sale Notice of SaleLEGALLEGAL
NOTICESNOTICES

Bid Notices Notice of SaleSummons &
Notice

CLASSIFIEDS
803-774-1200

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
11:00 a.m. Tuesday 

for the Wednesday edition 
11:00 a.m. Friday 

for the Saturday edition

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is 
made; however we are not responsible for errors after 
the first run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from the printing or omission of 
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse 

or cancel any ad at any time.
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Donations Needed
For Sumter SPCA

• Cat Litter
• Canned Cat Food
• Soft treats and Hard Treats
• Dry Dog Food
• Cleaning Supplies
• Lysol
• Bleach
• Dawn Dishwashing Soap

• Laundry De ergent
• Towels and Blankets (new and used)

Donations can be dropped off at 
Sumter SPCA

1140 S. Guignard Drive • Sumter, SC 29150
Offi ce Hours: 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Closed Wednesdays & Sundays

You can help

LAKESIDELAKESIDE
Life outdoors from Wateree to Santee

Lakeside is an award-winning lifestyle magazine that features people, events and 
trends that are near or appeal to those who live at or around the lakes of the Midlands. 

ADVERTISE OR SHARE YOUR STORY 
IDEAS AND PHOTOS TODAY!

Devin McDonald
devin@theitem.com

Karen Cave
karen@theitem.com

Mark Pekuri
mark@theitem.com

Lawn, Flowerbed, Shrubbery,
Leaf, & Pine Straw Service.
Yards starting at $35. Pressure
washing services. Call Bobby
803-983-5364.

Lawn / Garden /
Nursery

Multi-Family Yd Sale 406 N
Magnolia St Sat. 7-1. Furniture,
shoes, clth, househld goods.

Moving yard sale, 17 Lanel Dr,
(Half a mi from Lakewood HS)
Sat. 7am-12 pm. Too much to list.
Lots of furn! Come and see!

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

WE’REWE’RE
 ALL   ALL
 EARS     EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?
Let us know 

how we’re doing.

 Street
803.774.1200

www.theitem.com

You Pick Blackberries Ready!
Other veggies available also.
Mon-Sat, Highway 401/3285 Os-
wego Hwy, Sumter. 803-428-8101.

Farm Products

2009 GMC Sierra Extended Cab
1500, excellent condition, fully
loaded, elderly-driven, 155,000
miles. Runs great. $11,900.
803-972-0894.

Autos For Sale

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

Seeking roommate Single Female
40+ no kids, $200-$300 month/rent
Contact 803-306-0586 if interested.
Leave voicemail.

Rooms for Rent

RENTALSRENTALS

PAINTING & MINOR R

STEVEN B. MCNAMAR
the little guy

5720 Bethel Church Road
Pinewood, SC 29125

mcnamarpainting@outlook.co
80

THE GAMECOSHRINE CLU
CALL NOW FOR DATE AVAILABRent for your “Special OccasionCraft Shows • Weddings • Banquets • 

Parties• Family ReunionsCall 983-1376

is Available for R

If you want the Best…call the Best

Mike Stone

2160 Thomas Sumter Hwy.Sumter, SC 29153
Phone: 803-905-1902 • Fax: 803-905-1906License #M97151
www.hatfieldexpress.com Senior Citizens 15% Discount

DAD’S SMALL ENGINESLAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT • SALES & SERVICE
Don & Faye

1000 Myrtle Beach Highway
Sumter, SC 29153

(803) 495-4411
Senior Citizen & Military Discount

Parts & Service Center
M-F 8:00-5:00   |   Sat 8:00-12:00

712 Bultman Drive | Sumter, SC 29150Sumter: 803-774-0118 | Florence: 843-669-5858Cell: 803-491-4417 | bakee1@nationwide.com

Ernie Baker
McLean Marechal InsuranceAssociate Agent

2535 Tahoe Dr.(Across from Hardee Cove)
905-3473

WALKE
PIAN

Piano Tuning
Repairs & Refinishing

Cincinnati Conservatory    
Certified Since 1947

For Expert Service
CALL ALGIE WALKER

19 S. Cantey Street

803-485-8705

Carpet & Upholstery CleaningWater & Fire Damage • Smoke/Odor RemovalMold Sampling and Remitiation24/7 Emergency Service
1500 Airport Road
Sumter, SC 29153

Hiram S
803-938-5www.spittlescleaning

Cleaning Done R

Your Local Authorized Xerox Sales Agency18 E. Liberty St. Sumter, SC 29150 (803) 778-2330Xerox® is a Trademark of  Xerox Corporation

SUMTER ELKS LODGE #855
Sweet 16 Parties, Business Meetings, Weddings, Reunions, Birthday Parties and more... Sizes for all functions.

Call Cindy Davis at 316-3396 or 469-8899
1100 W. Liberty Street • Sumter, SC

Rentals Available!

LIFESTYLES
L A W N  S E R V I C E

Grass • Edging • Trimming • Leaf RemovalYear Round ServicesInsured • Dependable • Courteous • Professional

Erik Ford (803) 968-8655

CHECK OUT OUR SELECTION AND VALUE PR

930 N. LAFAYETTE DR. • SUMTER • 803-775-1277 • ACEPARKER@SERVING SUMTER & THE SURROUNDING AREAS FOR 34 YE

FREE DELIVERY  AND FREE SETUP!*
                                  *within a 50 mile radius
                      *within a 50 mile ra

ACE PARKER TI

J&T’s Local Moving and More
“Saving time & money with no worries”Over 20 years of experience

64 Wilder Street
Sumter, SC 29150
803-236-4008 or 803-773-3934

*Free Estimates
*Moving (Home & Offi ce)

Jamie Sin

www.jtslocalmovingmore.com

SALES • INSTALLATION • PUMPINGREPAIRS • DRAIN LINESTANK INSPECTION

Tidwell Septic Tanks & Pumping

For all your septic tank needs!
(803) 481-2966
(803) 481-7719 FAX

1665 Lewis Road
Sumter, SC 29154

Serving Sumter & the Surrounding AreasOver 30 Years Experience • Family Owned & Operated

H.L. Boone
Owner / Notary Public

H.L. Boone, ContractorAll Types of Improvements
1 Monte Carlo Court
Sumter, SC 29150
(803) 773-9904

Remodeling, Painting,
Carports, Decks,

Blow Ceilings, Ect.

Centipede Sod
Lenoir’s Sod

Horatio, S.C.499-4023 • 499-4717

80 Sq. Ft. . .................... $20250 Sq. Ft. . .................. $50500 Sq. Ft. . .................. $95

Here's My Ca

To advertise contact your 
sales representative or 

call 803.774.1212

Advertise 
your 
business
card on 
Here’s My 
Card
Publishes every 
Friday in 
The Sumter Item

$1200as
low 
as per week*

*with 13 week sign up

803.774.1200

One Stop
S H O P P I N G
You can fi nd everything you 
need for the new house 
or the new spouse in one 
convenient place...
OUR CLASSIFIEDS!
• Sporting Goods
• Electronics
• Appliances 
• Furniture 
• Cameras
• Jewelry 
• Dishes 
• Books

Property of the following tenants
will be sold to satisfy rental liens
ONLINE in accordance with Title
39, Chapter 20, Section 10
through 50 of the South Carolina
Lien Statutes. The undersigned
will sell at public sale by
competitive bidding starting June
8th, 2024 after 1 PM EST on
WWW.LOCKERFOX.COM with
pictures attached. The Auction
will end on or after June 21st,
2024 at 2:30 PM. Said property is
stored at Storage Rentals of
America 4194 Broad St Sumter,
SC 29154

0015 Jasmine Brown
Boxes, Totes, 2 folding tables,
Day Care classroom equipment,
kids toys
0034 Jada Williams
Furniture, 65" TV, appliances
0120 Charles Watson
Totes, tools, wall art, vehicle jack,
extension cord, bottles of motor
oil, speaker box
0186 Ameshia Johnson
Boxes, furniture, appliances,
household goods, bag of clothes,
2 TVs
0236 Harriet Peterson
Boxes, totes, furniture, bassinet,
baby swing, baby walker

Auctions

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

A Notch Above Tree Care Full
quality service low rates, lic./ins., free
est BBB accredited. Log pickup
available. 803-983-9721

Tree Service

H.L. Boone, Contractor: Remod-
el, paint, roofs, gutters, drywall,
blown ceilings, etc. 803-773-9904

Refurbished batteries as low as
$50 (plus tax & exchange for
each)
We also carry new batteries &
hard to find alternators & start-
ers!

Sisson Auto Electric Co.
102 Blvd Rd

803-773-4381
See our Facebook ads!

Serving Sumter since 1972

803-934-1449
TTY 800-735-8583

1 Bedroom
Apartments for

62 YEARS AND OLDER

**Rent Based On 30% of Adjusted Income**
**Utility Allowance Given**

Southview
60 Hilliard Drive • Sumter, S.C. 29150

For application or information, please call

•Refrigerator

•Range

•Blinds

•Carpet

•Ceiling Fans

•Central Heat & Air

•Handicap

  Accessible

•Emergency Call 

 System

•Community Room

•Coin Operated 

 Laundry Room

Our Advertisers stay 
a step above the 

competition.

WWW.THEITEM.COM

Home
Improvements Miscellaneous
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Catherine M. Zyback, D.M.D.Catherine M. Zyback, D.M.D.

2565 Lindo Ct. • Sumter, SC 29150

803-905-5280803-905-5280
PPLLEEAASSEE  AADDOOPPTT  AA  FFRRIIEENNDD!!

Adopt Me
S.P.C.A.  • 1140 S. Guignard Dr., Sumter

11AM - 5PM Daily,  Closed Wed & Sun
Animal Receiving: 

11AM - 4PM M, T, Th, F & 11AM - 2PM Sat

880033--777733--99229922

The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, aka 
SPCA, has an abundance of friendly pets looking for nice, 

warm homes with lots of love to share. Shown are just a 
few of the adoptable pets now available at the shelter.

MY BUDDYBOARDING INN FOR PETS INC.
Professional Boarding, Grooming & Clipping 

2007

773-2501
1140 S. GUIGNARD DR.

Hours: 9am - 5:30pm
Closed Wednesday & Sunday

We also sell Pet Supplies!

37 Years Boarding Experience • 35 Years Grooming  Experience

Happy Pets “Home Away From Home” For 37 Years

Lori Cook Briggs 
Groomer & Stylist

Graduate of Academy of Dog Grooming

VISIT US ONLINE AT:  VISIT US ONLINE AT:  www.sumterscspca.comwww.sumterscspca.com

Other things you can do to help
Though not everyone can take a pet home, the SPCA is always accepting donations.

Monetary Donations • Collars • Animal Food • Leashes Cat Litter • Treats
 Beds  • Clean Newspapers  • Blankets • Trash Bags • Towels • Paper Towels

Adoption Fee: Dogs - $175.00 • Cats - $75.00

ANGELINA
My name is 
ANGELINA
and I’m a 
1 year old 
black and 

white female 
American
Shorthair.

LORENZO
My name is 

LORENZO and 
I’m a 2 year old 
tan and black 
male German 
Shepherd mix.

My name is 
DRAKO and 

I’m a 3 year old 
black and tan 
male German 

Shepherd.

DRAKO 
My name is 

JERRY and I’m a 
2 year old black 
male American 

Shorthair.

JERRY

PUDDY TAT 
My name is 

PUDDY TAT and 
I’m a 2 year old 
white and gray 
tabby female 

American 
Shorthair.

DOODLE
My name is 

DOODLE and 
I’m a 7 week old 

orange tabby male 
American Shorthair.

NINA
My name is 

NINA and I’m 
an 8 year old tan 
and white female 

Pit mix.

ROSCOE
My name is 

ROSCOE and 
I’m a 1 year old 
tricolored male 
Hound/German 
Shepherd mix.

BELLA
My name is 
BELLA and 
I’m a 1 year 

old white and 
merle female 

Catahoula
Leopard Dog/

Hound mix.

TOMMY 
HOLEDIGGER

My name 
is TOMMY 

HOLEDIGGER 
and I’m a 1 year 
old black and 

white male Lab 
mix.

SASHA
My name is 
SASHA and 
I’m a 7 week 

old dilute 
tortoiseshell/

tabby and white 
female American 

Shorthair.

My name is 
CHA CHA and 

I’m a 7 week old 
tan and white 

female Hound/
Shepherd mix.

CHA CHA

My name is 
RHEA and I’m a 
7 week old dilute 

tortoiseshell/
calico female 

American 
Shorthair.

RHEA

My name is 
MARCUS and 
I’m a 2 year 

old gray tabby 
male American 

Shorthair.

MARCUS

My name is 
PEACH and 
I’m a 2 year 

old gray tabby 
male American 

Shorthair.

My name is 
ROMEO and 

I’m a 2 year old 
black and tan 
male German 

Shepherd/
Australian 

Shepherd mix.

ROMEO

PEACH
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HHeerree''ss  MMyy  CCaarrdd

devin@theitem.com
803•983•0786

CALL TODAY

Want to improve sales?
We can help with that.

DEVIN
MCDONALD
MULTIMEDIA 
SPECIALIST

• Print Ads
• Magazines
• Digital Ads
• Video

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS ON THIS PAGE
PLEASE CALL 803-774-1212 FOR MORE INFORMATION!

PATRICK BEANPATRICK BEAN
Store Manager

FRASIER TIRE SERVICE INC
310 E. Liberty Street
Sumter, SC 29150
(803) 773-1423  -  Fax (803) 778-1512(803) 773-1423  -  Fax (803) 778-1512

Jimmy Jordan Plumbing ServiceJimmy Jordan Plumbing Service
Repairs and New InstallationRepairs and New Installation

1936 Pinewood Road1936 Pinewood Road
Sumter, SC 29154Sumter, SC 29154

803-506-2111803-506-2111
Over 20 years experienceOver 20 years experience

Cell: 803-397-6278Cell: 803-397-6278

Carolina
Caregivers

“A Helping Hand for Those You Love.”
803-236-3603
Wendy Felder

Owner

J&T’s Local Moving and More, LLCJ&T’s Local Moving and More, LLC
“Saving time & money with no worries”

Over 20 years of experience

64 Wilder Street
Sumter, SC 29150
803-236-4008 or 803-773-3934

*Free Estimates

Jamie Singleton
Owner

www.jtslocalmovingmore.com

SOUND/VISUAL SYSTEM SALES, 
INSTALLATIONS & RENTALS FOR 

CHURCHES AND MORE!

STUDENT INSTRUMENT SALES 
& RENTALS

9 N. Main St., 
Sumter (Downtown)

Store: 803-773-1908
Cell: 803-491-7122

More than 40 years serving communities

• New Construction 
• Renovation 
• Ceiling Fans 
• Outlets / Switches
• Interior / Exterior lighting

• Panel Upgrades 
• Rewiring
• Service Hookup 
• Security Cameras               

and more...

Contact Us 
Today for a Free Estimate

2315 Whipporwill Dr Sumter, SC 29154

(803) 406-4478
www.varner-electric.com

Commercial/Residential 
Electrical Contractor
licensed & insured

Thad’s Hauling & Excavating LLC

Call us today: (803) 983-5675
Veteran owned 

since 1999
SERVING SUMTER & THE SURROUNDING COUNTIES

RESIDENTIAL and COMMERCIAL 
• EXCAVATING
• DEMOLITION
• HAULING
• LAND CLEARING
• BRUSH MANAGEMENT

• JUNK/DEBRIS REMOVAL
• TOPSOIL
• SAND & STONE
• SEPTIC INSTALLATION 
• GRAVEL/ DIRT ROAD 

BUILDING

DanielWealthManagement.com   Window Washing – Janitorial
Isaac Wims Cleaning Service

803-972-1216
Sumter, SCIsaac Wims, Owner/CEO

Over 50 Years  
Experience - Bonded

Stump Grinding • Tree Removal 

Storm Damage Removal • Trimming

Topping • Bucket Truck Service

Lot clearing • Firewood

We Take ‘Em Down For Ya

803-968-1076803-968-1076

TIM NEWMAN FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

Tim’s Tree ServiceTim’s Tree Service

Senior Citizen’s Discount and AARP

Offering: Free “Service Business Incubator”; Training 
and Development Certificate for Rural Small Businesses, 
Agri-businesses and Farms; Technical Assistance, Leader-
ship Development, and job/Career enhancement.

SC Rural Community &  Workforce Develop-
ment, Inc

at
The Curl Institute, LLC 4660 Ellerbe Mill Road 

Rembert, SC 29128
YOUR AD YOUR AD 
COULD BE COULD BE 

HERE!HERE!
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A bittersweet goodbye: ‘Sweet Tooth’ streams its final seasonA bittersweet goodbye: ‘Sweet Tooth’ streams its final season

June 01 – June 07, 2024

One boy’s long, adventurous quest to be reunited with his 
mother comes to a close when “Sweet Tooth,” the award-win-
ning Netflix fantasy drama, returns for its third and final 
season on Thursday, June 6. The family series, based on the 
comic book series by Canadian author Jeff Lemire, follows 
human-deer hybrid boy Gus, portrayed by Christian Convery 
(“Mom,” 2024), living in a post-apocalyptic world.

In the upcoming season, Gus travels to Alaska in search of 
his mother, Birdie (Amy Seimetz, “The Killing”), a geneticist 
who has been researching the origin of “the virus” for years in 
the land of the midnight sun. Joining Gus on his adventure are 
fellow hybrid Wendy (Naledi Murray, “The Undoing”), Animal 
Army founder Becky (Stefania LaVie Owen, “Messiah”) and 
their protector, Tommy Jepperd (Nonso Anozie, “Ted Lasso”). 
The race to find a cure for the virus has scientists going to 
extreme lengths to conduct their research, including Dr. Aditya 
Singh (Adeel Akhtar, “Fool Me Once”), who encounters Gus on 
his trek north.

Threats come at Gus and his friends from all directions, 
and a new group, the Wolf Boys, appears on their radar. Led 
by Helen Zhang (Rosalind Chao, “3 Body Problem”) and her 
daughter Rosie (Kelly Marie Tran, “Sorry For Your Loss”), the 
group sees Gus as the answer to its objective to restart human 

birth.
It seems all roads point to Gus when it comes to not only a 

cure for the Sick, but a greater future for humanity, but all he 
wants is to be reunited with Birdie, his family.

The story of “Sweet Tooth” began 10 years after the events 
of “The Great Crumble,” which brought societal collapse fol-
lowing the devastation brought by the mysterious H5G9 virus. 
“The Sick,” as they called it, killed nearly half of the global 
population, and suddenly babies were being born with animal 
characteristics. Whether the two events were connected, no 
one knew, and without answers, a dangerous division was 
drawn.

These hybrid children and their families lived in fear of those 
who sought to hurt them, protecting themselves from being hunt-
ed by poachers guided by their fear of the unknown. To keep 
Gus safe, his father, whom he called Pubba (Will Forte, “Mac-
Gruber”), raised him deep in the woods in a secure site, as far 
as possible from threatening people and the Sick.

When Pubba unexpectedly dies, Gus is left an orphan at 
only nine years old, naive to how vulnerable he is as a hybrid 
child in the cruel world outside of his forest home. After nearly 
being trapped by poachers, Gus is saved by a stranger, Tom-
my, who reluctantly agrees to accompany Gus as he begins 

his search for his mother. Unbeknownst to Gus, Tommy is a 
reformed member of the Last Men who has left his hunting days 
behind him in search of a better way.

While even some of the most anticipated and beloved fan-
tasy streaming series in recent memory have been abruptly cut 
short — think “The OA” and “The Dark Crystal: Age of Resis-
tance” on Netflix and “Willow” on Disney+ — “Sweet Tooth” 
has been bestowed a different, more pleasant fate.

Showrunner Jim Mickle (“Hap and Leonard”) talked to Net-
flix about “Sweet Tooth” ending with its third season, saying, 
“In a lot of ways, it’s exactly the story that I imagined we would 
tell, and in a lot of ways, it takes on its own life.”

About having a vision for adapting the comic book, Mickel 
said, “At the beginning, I think you set out to tell these land-
mark pieces of Gus’s story and the big pieces of the comic 
book, but the beauty of long-form storytelling and Gus’s journey 
over 24 episodes is the characters themselves tell you what 
they want to be.”

Praising everyone who helped make the show come to life, 
Mickle added, “The crew and cast bring so much depth and 
point of view to who the characters are and where they’ve 
come from and where they’re going.”

BY SARAH PASSINGHAM

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Horoscopes....................................................... 2
Now Streaming................................................. 2
Puzzles............................................................. 4
TV Schedules..................................................... 5
Top 10.............................................................. 6 
Home Video...................................................... 7
Comics..............................................................9 

6 Tom Hanks does 
multiple jobs in ‘That 
Thing You Do!’ 7 Question quest: ‘The 

1% Club’ makes its 
American cable debut7 Darkness and light: 

‘The Acolyte’ rises 
on Disney+

OVER 40,000 SQ. FT. OF DEALS    SHOP US ONLINE!   WWW.OUTLETFURNITURE.COM 

Cash, Check, Credit Cards & Financing are available. See Store For Details.
2891 Broad Street | Sumter, SC 29150 • LAYAWAY AVAILABLE 

803-469-8733
Open: Mon-Fri: 9:30am-7pm | Sat: 9:30am-5pm | Closed Sunday

OVER 40,000 SQ. FT. OF DEALS    SHOP US ONLINE!   WWW.OUTLETFURNITURE.COM OVER 40,000 SQ. FT. OF DEALS    SHOP US ONLINE!   WWW.OUTLETFURNITURE.COM 

Like Us On 
Facebook!

GOING ON NOWGOING ON NOW
Tax Time SAVINGSTax Time SAVINGS
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New Streaming Movies & Shows

Word Search

Horoscopes
The luckiest signs this week:

GEMINI, CANCER AND LEO

ARIES  
You could have a sudden 
epiphany or dream that reveals 
a solution to your financial or 
emotional problems. You’ll 
gain a better perspective on 
your situation, and everything 
will fall into place.
TAURUS 
You’ll take the necessary steps 
to move forward and improve 
your situation. Inaction isn’t 
the answer. You’ll overcome 
your fears and move towards 
your aspirations and ambi-
tions.
GEMINI 
You may discover new artistic 
talents. Your creativity will 
shine, and you could volunteer 
for a cause close to your heart. 
You could find new skills by fol-
lowing your intuition.
CANCER 
It’s time to get rid of friends 
who don’t respect you. Avoid 
lending money to those close 
to you. Transparency will help 
strengthen any relationship.
LEO 
You could be given more stim-
ulating responsibilities at work. 
A promising opportunity will 
present itself if you’re looking 
for a job. A friend could also 
help you professionally.
VIRGO 
A summer getaway is on the 
horizon. You’re on a tight dead-
line, so don’t overlook your 
preparations. All forms of learn-
ing will lead to contentment. 
Your social life could lead you to-
wards physical, psychological 
and spiritual well-being.
LIBRA 
You’ll be determined to rise to 
any challenge despite feeling 
some intense emotions. 
Moving house or changing 
jobs could bring you closer to a 
dream. Sometimes, you must 
step out of your comfort zone 
to change and grow.
SCORPIO 
You’ll be thinking a lot about 
your love life. Thoughts of love 
may make you feel anxious. 
Relationships involve commit-
ment, and you’ll take time to re-
flect before taking this all-im-
portant step.
SAGITTARIUS 
Your health is top of mind, 
and you’ll start a diet better 
suited to your goals. Although 
you’re considering starting a 
home-based business, it will 
take some time and patience 
to turn it into a stable source of 
income.
CAPRICORN 
You’ll experience a boost in 
your self-esteem, making you 
more aware of your worth. This 
will increase your self-confi-
dence. Your nearest and dear-
est will express their apprecia-
tion for you, helping you to feel 
better about yourself.
AQUARIUS 
You’ll focus all your attention 
on your family this week. You 
may have a spat with someone 
close to you and need a little 
distance to calm down. If a 
move is imminent, anxiety 
could increase as time goes on.
PISCES
If you’re worried about some-
thing, you’ll find someone to 
confide in. You won’t go out of 
your way to talk about what’s 
bothering you, knowing you 
can use words that won’t hurt 
anyone.

“Clipped” (June 4)

Based on the hit ESPN “30 for 30” podcast, 
“The Sterling Affairs,” this limited series 
charts the downfall of Los Angeles Clippers 
owner Donald Sterling (Ed O’Neill) and his 
monumental clash with famed coach Doc Rivers 
(Laurence Fishburne). As Doc Rivers took the 
team through a drive to win a championship, 
the remainder of Sterling’s reputation crumbled 
on a worldwide digital stage.

“Linsanity” (Available Now)
In February 2012, an entire nation of basketball 
fans unexpectedly went ‘Linsane.’ Stuck in the 
mire of a disappointing season, the New York 
Knicks did what no other NBA team had thought 
about doing — they gave backup point guard 
Jeremy Lin an opportunity to prove himself. He 
took full advantage, scoring more points in his 
first five NBA starts than any other player in the 
modern era, and created a legitimate public 
frenzy in the process.

Local podcasts for local people. From 
sports to community events, stay tuned 
to The Item’s podcasts. 

www.theitem.com/podcasts

SOLUTION

COOK’S PARTS CITY
Auto Parts

3170 Frierson Rd. • Dalzell, SC 29040

 803-499-9086
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM-6PM • SATURDAY 8AM-2PM

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 34 YEARS!

COOKSAUTOREPAIRSANDPARTS.COM

PROPANE GAS  
24 HOUR TOWING SERVICE

C� e Celebrate with Us!
50 YEARS OF SERVICE

Our beginnings at the 
old Sumter street location.

FRASIER TIRE SERVICEFRASIER TIRE SERVICE
310 East Liberty St., Sumter, SC   www.FrasierTire.com803-773-1423
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Monday - Friday 9am-6pm (803) 435-8094
520 West Boyce Street • Manning, SC 29102

Established in 1969Established in 1969
Big T Jewelers

Per Penny Weight
10 KT $35.0010 KT $35.00
14 KT $49.0014 KT $49.00
18 KT $66.0018 KT $66.00

Per GramPer Gram
10 KT $27.0010 KT $27.00
14 KT $31.0014 KT $31.00
18 KT $41.0018 KT $41.00

We buy Diamond, Sterling Silver We buy Diamond, Sterling Silver 
& Antique Jewelry& Antique Jewelry

Per Penny WeightPer Penny Weight

All prices above based on gold market price.All prices above based on gold market price.

We Buy Gold!
Per Penny WeightPer Penny WeightPer Penny Weight

Q: Will “The Kelly Clarkson Show” continue to broadcast from New York, rather than return to Los 
Angeles? 
A: Apparently so, since Clarkson – who initiated that switch of coasts last year, to satisfy her personal wishes – seems quite happy 
to be based in the Big Apple now. It was part of an overall strategy that also involved a very noticeable change in her physical 
appearance, and it certainly hasn’t harmed her ability to get big-name guests. That might have been more of a challenge if the 
original relocation that had been considered, to Montana, had taken effect.

The move also hasn’t harmed Clarkson’s ability to accept other work, which she has proven in recent months by hosting NBC’s 
“Christmas in Rockefeller Center” special, and she’ll also be a big factor in the NBC Universal networks’ coverage of the Summer 
Olympics. From an award standpoint, “The Kelly Clarkson Show” remains a contender, since it and its host are Daytime Emmy 
nominees again. (They have won those honors both of the past two years.)

Where all the top choices can be found in one place!

“Jo Koy: Live From Brooklyn”  
(June 4)
Jo Koy returns to Netflix in typical style, sharing 
his unfiltered opinions on social media, aging 
and moving into a new phase of his life — his 
“zaddy” phase. The special was filmed at the 
historic King’s Theatre in Brooklyn, New York.

“Erased: WW2’s Heroes of Color” 
(June 4)
Narrated by executive producer Idris Elba, 
this docuseries uses archival footage and 
dramatizations to uncover the legacies of 
soldiers of Color during World War II. The series 
sheds light on the contributions of over eight 
million individuals who fought for the Allied 
forces, yet whose stories have largely gone 
untold.

BY JAY BOBBIN

reach

AUDIENCE

www.theitem.com

your

Newspaper
Print & Digital
• Newspaper 

delivered 
Wednesday & 
Weekends

• Weekend 
money-saving 
coupons**

• Unlimited Access 
to � eItem.com

• Unlimited Access to our 
daily e-Edition

• Unlimited Access to videos and 
podcasts from Studio Sumter

• *Included with newspaper delivery.

Magazine
• Over 10 magazines published a year
• Majority of magazines distributed in 

the newspaper
• Options to reach Sumter, Lee, 

Clarendon and Kershaw. 
• Local business distribution 

Capital
Projects

Maintenance

Services

Power
ServicesGovernment

Services
Hydro Consulting

& Maintenance

ServicesThompson Turner

Construction

Nova Molecular Technologies

Since 1986, Thompson Construction Group, Inc. has 

grown from a small, local company into one of the largest 

privately held companies based in South Carolina with 

a diversified services portfolio. After more than 36 years 

in business, we now serve customers in all regions of the 

United States. Our success has been and always will be 

based upon taking care of our employees and customers.

800-849-8040 | 100 North Main Street, Sumter, SC 29150  |  www.thompsonconstructiongroup.com

Thompson Industrial 

Services

2 0 2 3 :  S P O N S O R E D  B Y  T H E  G R E A T E R  S U M T E R  C H A M B E R  O F 

C O M M E R C E  A N D  T H E  S U M T E R  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  B O A R D

• Business Person of the Year

• District Teacher of the Year

• Local and State Elected Officials

• Prisma Health Tuomey Hospital 

• Shaw Air Force Base 

• Sumter School District 

• Sumter Family YMCA

Learn about your
local leaders

GET OUTSIDE
YOUR GUIDE TO

RECREATION, DINING AND PUBLIC ART

MORE
Personalized Care    Access    Specialists

Your local healthcare experts

At Prisma Health Tuomey Hospital, we’re dedicated to supporting your healthcare 

needs. We’re making healthcare exceptional for everyone across the Sumter area 

and surrounding communities. 

Our hospital specializes in cancer care, cardiology, OB/GYN, surgery, orthopedics, 

pediatrics and wound care. Plus, our surrounding campus houses many practices 

and specialty programs.

We’re doing even more to help you be your healthiest you.

PrismaHealth.org/ExploreTuomey

22-0487

....plus farmers markets, health care options, shooting ranges, 

vibrant art & entertainment and more

VideoVideo
• 30-60 second broadcast ready 

commercials speci� cally for your 
business.

• Sumter Today video segments
• Video sponsorship
• Help promoting your video through 

the Item’s social media.

Advertise today!
marketing@theitem.com

803-774-1200Local podcasts for local people. From 
sports to community events, stay tuned 
to The Item’s podcasts. 

www.theitem.com/podcasts

Q&A: Kelly ClarksonQ&A: Kelly Clarkson

Certified Public Accountant

2630-b hardee cove • sumter, sc
803-469-7300

Tax Planning, Preparation, 
Bookkeeping, Payroll and more

Shelly A. LundbergShelly A. Lundberg

Over 25 Years Experience
BUSINESS • INDIVIDUAL • NON-PROFIT

s l u n d b e r g c p a . c o m

Learn more by contacting 
advertising@theitem.com 

Looking to promote 
your business?

YOUR AD COULD 

BE HERE
June 20, 2024 

The Sumter Opera House

Guest Speaker: Dexter Davis
Featured Guest: Bobby Richardson

THE BOBBYS Sports Awards is a 
red-carpet event and scholarship 

presentation celebrating the 
best in local sports throughout 

the 2023-2024 season.
The night will be full of award 
celebrations, student-athlete 

scholarships, memorable videos, 
red-carpet photos and more. 

Want to be a part of supporting 
local athletes? 

Contact   
advertising@theitem.com
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Crosswords Sudoku

SOLUTION

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LICENSED & INSURED

803-469-7606

 TREE CARE
• • TREETREE TRIMMING TRIMMING

• TREE REMOVAL• TREE REMOVAL

• STUMP • STUMP GRINDING

SERVICES
• LAND CLEARING• LAND CLEARING

• • MULCHMULCH

• FORESTRY MOWING• FORESTRY MOWING

SERVICESSERVICES
PO BOY’S TREE SERVICEPO BOY’S TREE SERVICE LLCLLC

FREE FREE 
ESTIMATESESTIMATES

Low Flat Fees
for Legal Documents

General Durable Powers of Attorney, Health Care 
Powers of Attorney and Living Wills (Declaration 
of Desire for Natural Death) - Plus Written 
Documentation Explanations. Glenn Givens has lots of 
experience with these documents and has given mulitple 
speeches on these topics. 

Call Glenn at (803) 418-0800; ext. 108 for Details

GLENN F. GIVENS, ATTORNEY

Kolb & Givens, Attorneys at Law, LLC
107 North Main Street   Sumter, SC 29150   803-418-0800

Coming Soon

“The Boys” - Season 4 (Prime Video — June 13, 
Season Premiere) 
The world is on the brink. Victoria Neuman (Claudia Doumit) is 
closer than ever to the Oval Office and under the muscly thumb 
of Homelander (Antony Starr), who is consolidating his power. 
Butcher (Karl Urban), with only months to live, has lost Ryan 
(Cameron Crovetti) as well as his job as The Boys’ leader. The rest 
of the team are fed up with his lies. With the stakes higher than 
ever, they have to find a way to work together and save the world 
before it’s too late.
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becauseto the last half-mile of theParade 
committee memberBartlette Street.
then southward on Harvin toCalhoun 
to Harvin Street,Street, then eastward 
onon Main Street to Calhounstreets and 
proceed southwardof North Main and 
Dubosetheme is “We Need a LittleOpti-

EXPAND YOUR REACH

reach Bartlette Streetabout 2:20 p.m.ar-
riving at Harvin Street2 p.m., with the 
leading unitsroute will begin closing at 
1:15intersect with the paradenew route, 
as all streets thatviewing location along 
theearly to select their favoriteSpectators 
should arriveat noon.Pear Street will be 

Clarendon Sun A7
Classifieds B5
Comics C6

Opinion A9
Television C4
USA Today C1

3 SECTIONS, 22 PAGES 
VOL. 123, NO.56

INSIDE
Robert Billie

James Preston Jr.
Charles L. Shaw

John E. McKnight
Robert Walters
William A. Cook

James Amos Sr.
Darlene S. Lewis
Simone A. Glover
Dorothy B. Willis
Walter R. Straw
James A. Jones

Veronica S. Alletto
Jacqueline L. Mesidor

Catherine G. Brown
Barbara B. McInnis

Louis Davis Jr.
Hulean M. Kinder

DEATHS, B3, B4 WEATHER, A10
ANOTHER COLD DAY

Mostly sunny and chilly today; 
very cold tonight
HIGH 40, LOW 17

VISIT US ONLINE AT

 the           .com

Firefighters 
recognized for 
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 FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 2018   |  Serving South Carolina since October 15, 1894 75 cents

Cold temps and ice remain across state after storm
COLUMBIA (AP) — The sun came back out 

Thursday in South Carolina, and temperatures 
rose above freezing, but many major highways 
in the eastern part of  the state remained an icy 
mess.

Gov. Henry McMaster authorized 20 Nation-
al Guard members to use their equipment to 
help rescue stranded motorists on Interstate 95 
and to the east and push vehicles out of  the 
way so the roads could be reopened.

South Carolina Department of  Transporta-
tion crews worked 24 hours a day in shifts to 
try to clear the ice and snow off  roads that 
had not dealt with a major winter storm in 

eight years.
But there were so many roads covered with 

ice. Parts of  Interstate 95 from mile marker 77 
around St. George south to the Georgia state 
line remained closed Thursday afternoon be-
cause of  icy patches. Dozens of  other roads re-
mained treacherous, according to the DOT.

Major roads less traveled were even worse. 
And troopers warned any water from melted 
ice left behind after dark would refreeze as 
temperatures across the state again fell below 
freezing.THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Finley Bork, 7, uses a boogie board, typically used on the beach, for 
sledding down a hill on a golf course at the Isle of Palms on Wednesday. SEE STATE, PAGE A5
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BRUCE MILLS / THE SUMTER ITEM
Sumter resident Freddie Mobley, left, listens 
Thursday as Simpson Hardware’s Mike Brown 
explains which pipes would be best to purchase 
at the store, 32 W. Liberty St.

Weather 
makes 
heaters 
hot item
BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

With unseasonably low temperatures at 
night in the tri-county region since Monday, 
residents have been buying up portable 
space heaters and pipe fittings and related 
parts for burst pipes, according to local 
hardware stores.

Staff  at Lowe’s, Tractor Supply and Simp-
son Hardware & Sports said Thursday that 
space heaters have been big sellers all week. 
Simpson was the only one that reported 
Thursday afternoon to still have an assort-
ment of  heaters on hand. 

After Wednesday’s snowstorm dropped 4 
to 6 inches of  snow throughout Sumter 
County and about 3 inches in Clarendon 
and Lee counties, utility providers only re-
ported a limited number of  home power 
outages in the tri-county region. 

Duke Energy spokesman Ryan Mosier said 
the provider only had a handful of  reported 
outages associated with the cold and snow-
storm on Wednesday night in the three coun-
ties. Black River Electric Coop. representa-
tive James Moye said the co-op had about 95 
home outages in the area, but everyone had 
their power back on by 5 a.m. Thursday. 

The stretch of  cold nights seem to be 
causing more problems than Wednesday’s 
snowfall. 

According to National Weather Service 

SEE STORES, PAGE A5

Portable units, piping materials 
big sellers at hardware stores

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM
Banks Smith, 9, hauls a sled down an icy street on Thursday morning in Sumter after the snowfall Wednesday.

A (snow) day to play

Residents take advantage of canceled class, work to enjoy winter weather

The fire truck red of  the 
boys’ sleds was still 
bright and shiny, un-

scathed by having not experi-
enced day after day, winter 
after winter of  snow day races. 
The wood wasn’t worn. Their 
riders, cold, bright-eyed.

Sumter may not have the rolling 
hills found in cities farther north, 
but one neighborhood road be-
tween Alice Drive Elementary 
School and Second Mill Pond was 
slanted enough for those barely 
broken-out speedsters to provide 
hours of  entertainment the morn-
ing after a handful of  inches of  
snow powdered, then iced, the 
area.

The Associated Press reported 
the largest snowfall — 8 inches — 
was found in Williamsburg County 
near Andrews but claimed areas 
around Sumter picked up 7 inches. 
There were about 4 inches on the 
lawns lining the street where a 
group of  kids were playing Thurs-
day morning.

“I think it caught us all off  
guard,” said Robert Jones, whose 
two sons, Wyatt, 8, and Jeremiah, 
12, were taking turns racing on 

sleds with their friends.
The children playing all attend 

Wilson Hall, which was closed 
Thursday because of  Winter 
Storm Grayson.

Paige Sanders, 10, stood among 
the Jones brothers and their 
friends, laying out the rules for the 
race. You go there, and you go 
there.

“Yesterday, we tried to go out 
here, but it was too powdery,” 
Sarah Smith said. Her sons, 9-year-
old Banks and 7-year-old Eli, were 
also taking turns racing. “Now 
that there’s a layer of  ice, it’s per-
fect.”

The storm may have passed by 
Thursday, leaving sled-friendly 
roads and a winter wonderland 
across the Midlands, but the 
height of  it Wednesday evening 
was not so fun for Smith’s hus-
band.

Sumter County Sheriff’s Office 
and South Carolina Department of  
Transportation reported traffic 
was backed up on U.S. 378 because 
of  cars sliding off  the road, getting 
stuck and being unable to make it 
up an icy hill. Smith said her hus-
band was in traffic for two hours.

BY KAYLA ROBINS 
kayla@theitem.com

Grayson Sanders, 8, sleds past some friends down an icy road in Sumter.

SEE SNOW DAY, PAGE A5
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Cold temps and ice remain across state after storm
COLUMBIA (AP) — The sun came back out 

Thursday in South Carolina, and temperatures 
rose above freezing, but many major highways 
in the eastern part of  the state remained an icy 
mess.

Gov. Henry McMaster authorized 20 Nation-
al Guard members to use their equipment to 
help rescue stranded motorists on Interstate 95 
and to the east and push vehicles out of  the 
way so the roads could be reopened.

South Carolina Department of  Transporta-
tion crews worked 24 hours a day in shifts to 
try to clear the ice and snow off  roads that 
had not dealt with a major winter storm in 

eight years.
But there were so many roads covered with 

ice. Parts of  Interstate 95 from mile marker 77 
around St. George south to the Georgia state 
line remained closed Thursday afternoon be-
cause of  icy patches. Dozens of  other roads re-
mained treacherous, according to the DOT.

Major roads less traveled were even worse. 
And troopers warned any water from melted 
ice left behind after dark would refreeze as 
temperatures across the state again fell below 
freezing.THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Finley Bork, 7, uses a boogie board, typically used on the beach, for 
sledding down a hill on a golf course at the Isle of Palms on Wednesday. SEE STATE, PAGE A5
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Thursday as Simpson Hardware’s Mike Brown 
explains which pipes would be best to purchase 
at the store, 32 W. Liberty St.

space heaters have been big sellers all week. 
Simpson was the only one that reported 
Thursday afternoon to still have an assort-
ment of  heaters on hand. 

After Wednesday’s snowstorm dropped 4 
to 6 inches of  snow throughout Sumter 
County and about 3 inches in Clarendon 
and Lee counties, utility providers only re-
ported a limited number of  home power 
outages in the tri-county region. 

Duke Energy spokesman Ryan Mosier said 
the provider only had a handful of  reported 
outages associated with the cold and snow-
storm on Wednesday night in the three coun-
ties. Black River Electric Coop. representa-
tive James Moye said the co-op had about 95 
home outages in the area, but everyone had 
their power back on by 5 a.m. Thursday. 

The stretch of  cold nights seem to be 
causing more problems than Wednesday’s 
snowfall. 

According to National Weather Service 
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Banks Smith, 9, hauls a sled down an icy street on Thursday morning in Sumter after the snowfall Wednesday.

Residents take advantage of canceled class, work to enjoy winter weather

sleds with their friends.
The children playing all attend 

Wilson Hall, which was closed 
Thursday because of  Winter 
Storm Grayson.

Paige Sanders, 10, stood among 
the Jones brothers and their 
friends, laying out the rules for the 
race. You go there, and you go 
there.

“Yesterday, we tried to go out 
here, but it was too powdery,” 
Sarah Smith said. Her sons, 9-year-
old Banks and 7-year-old Eli, were 
also taking turns racing. “Now 
that there’s a layer of  ice, it’s per-
fect.”

The storm may have passed by 
Thursday, leaving sled-friendly 
roads and a winter wonderland 
across the Midlands, but the 
height of  it Wednesday evening 
was not so fun for Smith’s hus-
band.

Sumter County Sheriff’s Office 
and South Carolina Department of  
Transportation reported traffic 
was backed up on U.S. 378 because 
of  cars sliding off  the road, getting 
stuck and being unable to make it 
up an icy hill. Smith said her hus-
band was in traffic for two hours.

Grayson Sanders, 8, sleds past some friends down an icy road in Sumter.
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And jolly oldbands and other festive-

of theParade committee memberBart- Park. Line-upadjacentLine-up will be in 

Great for person looking for extra income.
If you have good dependable transportation and a 
phone in your home and a desire to earn a good 

extra income...

COME BY & APPLY AT
36 W. Liberty Street

Sumter, SC

CONTRACTORS WANTED!*
For Routes in Our Delivery Area

A2    |   TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 2017   THE SUMTER ITEM

*PRN CONTRACTORS AS NEEDED.

PAINTING & MINOR R

STEVEN B. MCNAMAR
the little guy

5720 Bethel Church RoadPinewood, SC 29125
mcnamarpainting@outlook.co

80

THE GAMECOSHRINE CLU
CALL NOW FOR DATE AVAILABRent for your “Special OccasionCraft Shows • Weddings • Banquets • Parties• Family ReunionsCall 983-1376

is Available for R

If you want the Best…call the Best

Mike Stone

2160 Thomas Sumter Hwy.Sumter, SC 29153Phone: 803-905-1902 • Fax: 803-905-1906License #M97151www.hatfieldexpress.com Senior Citizens 15% Discount

DAD’S SMALL ENGINESLAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT • SALES & SERVICEDon & Faye
1000 Myrtle Beach Highway

Sumter, SC 29153

(803) 495-4411
Senior Citizen & Military Discount

Parts & Service Center
M-F 8:00-5:00   |   Sat 8:00-12:00

712 Bultman Drive | Sumter, SC 29150Sumter: 803-774-0118 | Florence: 843-669-5858Cell: 803-491-4417 | bakee1@nationwide.com

Ernie Baker
McLean Marechal InsuranceAssociate Agent

2535 Tahoe Dr.(Across from Hardee Cove)
905-3473

WALKE
PIAN

Piano Tuning
Repairs & Refinishing

Cincinnati Conservatory    
Certified Since 1947

For Expert Service
CALL ALGIE WALKER

19 S. Cantey Street

803-485-8705

Carpet & Upholstery CleaningWater & Fire Damage • Smoke/Odor RemovalMold Sampling and Remitiation24/7 Emergency Service1500 Airport Road
Sumter, SC 29153

Hiram S
803-938-5www.spittlescleaning

Cleaning Done R

Your Local Authorized Xerox Sales Agency18 E. Liberty St. Sumter, SC 29150 (803) 778-2330Xerox® is a Trademark of  Xerox Corporation

SUMTER ELKS LODGE #855
Sweet 16 Parties, Business Meetings, Weddings, Reunions, Birthday Parties and more... Sizes for all functions.

Call Cindy Davis at 316-3396 or 469-8899
1100 W. Liberty Street • Sumter, SC

Rentals Available!

LIFESTYLES
L A W N  S E R V I C E

Grass • Edging • Trimming • Leaf RemovalYear Round ServicesInsured • Dependable • Courteous • Professional

Erik Ford (803) 968-8655

CHECK OUT OUR SELECTION AND VALUE PR

930 N. LAFAYETTE DR. • SUMTER • 803-775-1277 • ACEPARKER@SERVING SUMTER & THE SURROUNDING AREAS FOR 34 YE

FREE DELIVERY  AND FREE SETUP!*                                  *within a 50 mile radius                  *within a 50 mile ra

ACE PARKER TI

J&T’s Local Moving and More
“Saving time & money with no worries”Over 20 years of experience

64 Wilder StreetSumter, SC 29150803-236-4008 or 803-773-3934

*Free Estimates*Moving (Home & Offi ce)

Jamie Sin

www.jtslocalmovingmore.com

SALES • INSTALLATION • PUMPINGREPAIRS • DRAIN LINESTANK INSPECTION

Tidwell Septic Tanks & Pumping

For all your septic tank needs!
(803) 481-2966
(803) 481-7719 FAX

1665 Lewis Road
Sumter, SC 29154

Serving Sumter & the Surrounding AreasOver 30 Years Experience • Family Owned & Operated

H.L. Boone
Owner / Notary Public

H.L. Boone, ContractorAll Types of Improvements
1 Monte Carlo Court
Sumter, SC 29150
(803) 773-9904

Remodeling, Painting,
Carports, Decks,

Blow Ceilings, Ect.

Centipede Sod
Lenoir’s Sod

Horatio, S.C.499-4023 • 499-4717

80 Sq. Ft. . .................... $20250 Sq. Ft. . .................. $50500 Sq. Ft. . .................. $95

Here's My Ca

To advertise contact your 
sales representative or 

call 803.774.1212

Advertise 
your 
business
card on 
Here’s My 
Card
Publishes every 
Friday in 
The Sumter Item

$1200as
low 
as per week*

*with 13 week sign up

DIGNITY 
VILLAGE

APARTMENTS
 will be taking 

applications for our 
waiting list, you must be 
62 and older and meet 
our  income eligibility 

requirements.
Our offi ce is open

Monday thru Friday
8:00am -  5:00pm.

775-9611

11 N. Blanding Street 
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Pauline Bays Calhoun
#2017ES4300724

Personal Representative
David A. Calhoun

C/O Kenneth R. Young, Jr.
Attorney at Law

23 W. Calhoun Street
Sumter, SC 29150

MH For rent on Private lot, 5035
Queen Chapel Rd, Dalzell
803-469-3530 Lv msg.

Contractors Wanted!
The Sumter Item has a newspaper
route for the Bishopville area.
Contractor will service home
delivery, newspaper racks &
newspaper dealers.
Also need contractor for the
Mayesville, Elliott & Lynchburg
route.
Must have good dependable
transportation & a phone in your
home. Come by & apply at 36 W.
Liberty St. or call Reda at
803-774-1257

Mobile Home
Rentals

Estate:/Raymond Eldrid
McIntosh

#2017ES4300721
Personal Representative

Leslie B. McIntosh
1685 Reynolds Road
Pinewood, SC 29125

Experienced Cashiers, Servers &
Grill cook needed. Must be availa-
ble to work all shifts. Please call
Cindy at 803-481-6495 for more info.

Estate:/Vinia Gamble Williams
#2017ES4300726

Personal Representative
Colette Terrell

1057 Crown Landing Pkwy
McDonongh, GA 30252

Wanted laborer with CDL license,
welding experience is a plus. Salary
negotiable. For more info.
803-494-9590.

Huntington Place Apartments
Rents from $625 per month

1 Month free*
*13 Month lease required
Leasing office located at

Ashton Mill Apartment Homes
595 Ashton Mill Drive

803-773-3600
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Estate:/David L. Lee, Jr.
#2017ES4300720

Personal Representative
James T. Lee

C/O A. Paul Weissenstein, Jr.
Attorney at Law

PO Box 2446
Sumter, SC 29151

IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

C/A NO.:
2017-CP-43-01794

FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE

MORTGAGE

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER

Ocwen Loan Servicing, LLC,
Plaintiff,

v.
Any heirs-at-law or devisees of
Robert A. England a/k/a Robert
England, deceased, their heirs,
P e r s o n a l  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,
Administrators, Successors and
Assigns, and all other persons or
entities entitled to claim through
them; all unknown persons or
entities with any right, title, estate,
interest in or lien upon the real
estate described in the complaint
herein; also any persons who may be
in the military service of the United
States of America, being a class
designated as Richard Roe; and any
unknown minors, incompetent or
imprisoned person, or persons under
a disability being a class designated
as John Doe; Sonja G. England a/k/a
Sonja England; Brittany England,

Defendant(s).

TO THE DEFENDANT(S) ABOVE
NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to appear and defend
by answering the Complaint in this
action, a copy of which is hereby
served upon you, and to serve a copy
of your Answer on the subscribers at
their offices at 3800 Fernandina
Road, Suite 110, Columbia, SC 29210,
within thirty (30) days after the
service hereof, exclusive of the day
of such service; except that the
United States of America, if named,
shall have sixty (60) days to answer
after the service hereof, exclusive of
the day of such service; and if you
fail to do so, judgment by default will
be rendered against you for the

Estate:/Waddell Williams
#2017ES4300725

Personal Representative
Colette W. Terrell

1057 Crown Landing Pkwy
McDonongh, GA 30252

Senior Living
Apartments

for those 62+
(Rent based on income)

Shiloh-Randolph Manor
125 W. Bartlette.

775-0575
Studio/1 Bedroom

apartments available
EHO

Estate:/Rollie K. Jackson
#2017ES4300722

Personal Representative
Ellen B. Jackson
4760 Olivia Lane

Pinewood, SC 29125

 new paint,

Unfurnished
Apartments

RENTALSRENTALS

 .

Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
stump grinding, Lic & ins, free quote,
803-435-2223 or cell 803-460-8747.

Help Wanted
Part-Time

S a n t e e  W a t e r e e  R e g i o n a l
Transportation Authority (SWRTA) is
soliciting proposals from certified
light installers to replace outside
lighting at the maintenance facility
and fueling station located at 21
Holmes Gardner Road, Sumter, SC
29153 to LED lighting upgrade /
r e t r o f i t s .  M o r e  d e t a i l e d
information and specifications are
found in the solicitation which can
be obtained by contacting, Patricia
Drakeford, Compliance officer at
803-934-0396 ext. 103, or via email at
pdrakeford@swrta.com or via
website at www.swrta.com. All
Disadvantaged Business Enterprises
are encouraged to submit proposals

Questions concerning this Proposal
will be accepted in writing via mail
or email to the office through
January 19, 2018 at 4:00pm. Deadline
for proposals is 2/01/2018 at 2:00pm.

Tree Service NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

Persons having claim against the 
following estates are required to deliver 
or mail their claims to the indicated 
Personal Representatives, appointed to 
administer these estates, and to fi le their 
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate 
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N. 
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or 
before the date that is eight months after 
the date of the fi rst publication of this 
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously 
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803), 
or such persons shall be forever barred 
as to heir claims. All claims are required 
to be presented in written statements, 
indicating the name and the address 
of the claimant, the basis of the claim, 
the amount claimed, the date when the 
claim will become due, the nature of any 
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and 
the date when due, and a description of 
any security as to the claim.

Estate Notice
Sumter County

, Please apply in

 Trusumter@gmail.com

All Types of Roofing & Repairs
work guaranteed. 30 yrs exp. SC lic.
Virgil Bickley 803-316-4734.

Roofing

 from Manning, SC.

Attorney Timothy L. Griffith
803-607-9087, 360 W. Wesmark.
Criminal, Family, Accident, Injury

Legal Service
 Mini-

Mickey's Home improvements &
Repairs. Electrical, wooden fence,
decks & handyman work.
803-840-6911 or 803-340-0662

H.L. Boone, Contractor:
paint roofs gutters drywall blown
ceilings ect. 773-9904

Home
Improvements

EXPERIENCED HVAC
INSTALLER/TECHNICIAN

WANTED
Pay Based on Experience

 Location: Sumter, SC Job
 2+ years' experi-

PLAT BOOK 86 AT PAGE 320, AND
HAVING SUCH METES AND
BOUNDS AS ARE SHOWN ON SAID
PLAT, THIS DESCRIPTION BEING
IN LIEU OF METES AND BOUNDS
AS PERMITTED UNDER SECTION
30-5-250 OF THE 1976 CODE OF

This being the same property
conveyed to Robert A. England by
deed of the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development of Washington,
D.C. dated November 12, 1984 and
reocrded November 12, 1984 in book
385 at page 443 in the records for
Sumter County, South Carolina.
Thereafter, Robert A. England
conveyed his interest to Robert A.
England and Sonja G. England, as
joint tenants, with right of
survivorship, and not as tenants in
common, be deed dated October 27,
1998 and recorded November 2, 1998
in book 722 at page 149 in the
records for Sumter County, South

TO THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE

YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the original Complaint, Cover
Sheet for Civil Actions and
Certificate of Exemption from ADR
in the above entitled action was filed
in the Office of the Clerk of Court for
Sumter County on October 3, 2017. A
Notice of Foreclosure Intervention
was also filed in the Clerk of Court's
Office.

ORDER APPOINTING
GUARDIAN AD LITEM
AND APPOINTMENT

OF ATTORNEY

It appearing to the satisfaction of the
Court, upon reading the filed
Petition for Appointment of Kelley
Woody, Esquire as Guardian ad
Litem for unknown minors, and
persons who may be under a
disability, and it appearing that
Kelley Woody, Esquire has
consented to said appointment.

FURTHER upon reading the filed
Petition for Appointment of Kelley
Woody, Esquire as Attorney for any
unknown Defendants who may be in
the Military Service of the United
States of America, and may be, as
such, entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemember's Civil Relief Act,
and any amendments thereto, and it
appearing that Kelley Woody,
Esquire has consented to act for and
represent said Defendants, it is

ORDERED that Kelley Woody,
Esquire, P.O. Box 6432, Columbia, SC
29260 phone (803) 787-9678, be and
hereby is appointed Guardian ad
Litem on behalf of all unknown
minors and all unknown persons
who may be under a disability, all of
whom may have or claim to have
some interest or claim to the real
property commonly known as 609 N
Magnolia Street, Sumter, South
Carolina 29150; that she is
empowered and directed to appear
on behalf of and represent said
Defendants, unless said Defendants,
or someone on their behalf, shall
within thirty (30) days after service
of a copy hereof as directed, procure
the appointment of Guardian or
Guardians ad Litem for said
Defendants.

AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED
that Kelley Woody, Esquire, P.O. Box
6432, Columbia, SC 29260 phone (803)

787-9678, be and hereby is appointed
Attorney for any unknown
Defendants who are, or may be, in
the Military Service of the United
States of America and as such are
entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemember's Civil Relief Act aka
Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act
of 1940, and any amendments
thereto, to represent and protect the
interest of said Defendants,

AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED
That a copy of this Order shall be
forth with served upon said
Defendants by publication in The
Item, a newspaper of general
circulation published in the County
of Sumter, State of South Carolina,
once a week for three (3) consecutive
weeks, together with the Summons
and Notice of Filing of Complaint in
the above entitled action.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
3800 Fernandina Road, Suite 110
Columbia, SC 29210
Phone 844-856-6646
Fax 803-454-3451
Attorneys for Plaintiff

relief demanded in the Complaint.

TO MINOR(S) OVER FOURTEEN
YEARS OF AGE, AND/OR TO

the alternative, Plaintiff will move
before a judge of this Circuit on the
10th day after service hereof, or as
soon thereafter as counsel may be
heard, for an Order enforcing the
assignment of rents, if any, and
compelling payment of all rents
covered by such assignment directly
to the Plaintiff, which motion is to be
based upon the original Note and
Mortgage herein and the Complaint
attached hereto.

LIS PENDENS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
an action has been or will be
commenced in this Court upon
complaint of the above-named
Plaintiff against the above-named
Defendant(s) for the foreclosure of a
certain mortgage of real estate given
by Robert A. England and Sonja G.
England to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Amerigroup Mortgage
Corporation dated March 21, 2002
and recorded on April 5, 2002 in
Book 837 at Page 1842, in the Sumter
County Registry (hereinafter,
"Mortgage"). Thereafter, the
Mortgage was transferred to the
Plaintiff herein by assignment
and/or corporate merger.

The premises covered and affected
by the said Mortgage and by the
foreclosure thereof were, at the time
of the making thereof and at the time
of the filing of this notice, more
particularly described in the said
Mortgage and are more commonly
described as:

THE LAND REFERRED TO IN
THIS POLICY IS SITUATED IN
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
COUNTY OF SUMTER, AND
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

ALL THAT CERTAIN PIECE,
PARCEL, OR LOT OF LAND,
T O G E T H E R  W I T H  T H E
IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, IF
ANY, SITUATE, LYING AND
BEING IN THE CITY AND COUNTY
OF SUMTER, STATE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA, BEING SHOWN AND
DESIGNATED AS LOT # 14, AS
SHOWN ON THAT CERTAIN PLAT
PREPARED BY JOSEPH R.
EDWARDS, RLS, DATED MARCH
14, 1986, AND RECORDED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE REGISTER OF
DEEDS FOR SUMTER COUNTY IN

690 Bultman Dr 1612 Sq. Ft.
Reception area w/ hdwd floors, 4
Private offices, Conference rm,
Secretarial work area, Copier/Equip.

Summons &
Notice

Summons &
Notice

Summons &
NoticeOffice RentalsHelp Wanted

Full-Time
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SumterPolice Department, SumterEn-
tries include the Sumterthe event.Saint 
Nick wouldn’t dare missholiday entries. 

was necessary becauseto the last half-mile 
of theParade committee memberBart-

And jolly oldbands and other festive-

was necessary becauseto the last half-mile 
of theParade committee memberBart-

Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
stump grinding, Lic & ins, free quote,
803-435-2223 or cell 803-460-8747.

Tree Service

All Types of Roofing & Repairs
work guaranteed. 30 yrs exp. SC lic.
Virgil Bickley 803-316-4734.

Roofing

Attorney Timothy L. Griffith
803-607-9087, 360 W. Wesmark.
Criminal, Family, Accident, Injury

Legal Service

Mickey's Home improvements &
 Electrical, wooden fence,

decks & handyman work.
803-840-6911 or 803-340-0662

 Contractor:
paint roofs gutters drywall blown
ceilings ect. 773-9904

Home
Improvements

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
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Dubosetheme is “We Need a LittleOpti-
mist Club, the parade’sSponsored by the 
Eveninglines.attention to the following-
mist Club, the parade’sSponsored by the 
Eveninglines.attention to the following-

gencyservicerecognize her outstanding 
Cheryl as grand marshal to“We are 
excited to havethroughout the pandemic.

SumterPolice Department, SumterEn-
tries include the Sumterthe event.Saint 
Nick wouldn’t dare missholiday entries. 
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SumterPolice Department, SumterEn-
tries include the Sumterthe event.Saint 
Nick wouldn’t dare missholiday entries. 

at 1:15intersect with the paradenew route, 
as all streets thatviewing location along 
theearly to select their favoriteSpectators 
should arriveat noon.Pear Street will be 
barricadedDubose Street, Pine Street 

structions have been providedto Riley 
Park. Line-upadjacentLine-up will be in 
structions have been providedto Riley 
Park. Line-upadjacentLine-up will be in Estate:/David L. Lee, Jr.

IN THE COURT OF

Estate:/Waddell Williams
#2017ES4300725

Personal Representative
Colette W. Terrell

1057 Crown Landing Pkwy
McDonongh, GA 30252

#2017ES4300722
Personal Representative

Ellen B. Jackson
4760 Olivia Lane

Pinewood, SC 29125

S a n t e e  W a t e r e e  R e g i o n a l
Transportation Authority (SWRTA) is
soliciting proposals from certified
light installers to replace outside
lighting at the maintenance facility
and fueling station located at 21
Holmes Gardner Road, Sumter, SC
29153 to LED lighting upgrade /
r e t r o f i t s .  M o r e  d e t a i l e d
information and specifications are
found in the solicitation which can
be obtained by contacting, Patricia
Drakeford, Compliance officer at
803-934-0396 ext. 103, or via email at
pdrakeford@swrta.com or via
website at www.swrta.com. All
Disadvantaged Business Enterprises
are encouraged to submit proposals

Questions concerning this Proposal
will be accepted in writing via mail
or email to the office through
January 19, 2018 at 4:00pm. Deadline
for proposals is 2/01/2018 at 2:00pm.

Litem for unknown minors, and
persons who may be under a
disability, and it appearing that
Kelley Woody, Esquire has
consented to said appointment.

FURTHER upon reading the filed
Petition for Appointment of Kelley
Woody, Esquire as Attorney for any
unknown Defendants who may be in
the Military Service of the United
States of America, and may be, as
such, entitled to the benefits of the

certain mortgage of real estate given
by Robert A. England and Sonja G.
England to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Amerigroup Mortgage
Corporation dated March 21, 2002
and recorded on April 5, 2002 in
Book 837 at Page 1842, in the Sumter
County Registry (hereinafter,
"Mortgage"). Thereafter, the
Mortgage was transferred to the
Plaintiff herein by assignment
and/or corporate merger.

690 Bultman Dr 1612 Sq. Ft.
Reception area w/ hdwd floors, 4
Private offices, Conference rm,
Secretarial work area, Copier/Equip.

Office Rentals
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803-774-12
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as all streets thatviewing location along 
theearly to select their favoriteSpectators 
should arriveat noon.Pear Street will be 
barricadedDubose Street, Pine Street 
andarea from Main Street, asDo not 
approach the lineupAvenue.exit the area 
via Rowland area from Church Street,the 
parade, approach the lineupline-up area 
from Corbettshould approach theVehi-
cles registered to participateparticipation.
COVID-19 protocols for along with COVID-19 protocols for along with 
specialto all registered participants,in-

should arriveat noon.Pear Street will be 
barricadedDubose Street, Pine Street 
andarea from Main Street, asDo not 
approach the lineupAvenue.exit the area 
via Rowland area from Church Street,the 
parade, approach the lineupline-up area 
from Corbettshould approach theVehi-
cles registered to participateparticipation.
COVID-19 protocols for along with COVID-19 protocols for along with 
specialto all registered participants,in-

Estate:/Rollie K. Jackson
#2017ES4300722

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

Persons having claim against the 
following estates are required to deliver 
or mail their claims to the indicated 
Personal Representatives, appointed to 
administer these estates, and to fi le their 
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate 
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N. 
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or 
before the date that is eight months after 
the date of the fi rst publication of this 
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously 
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803), 
or such persons shall be forever barred 
as to heir claims. All claims are required 
to be presented in written statements, 
indicating the name and the address 
of the claimant, the basis of the claim, 
the amount claimed, the date when the 
claim will become due, the nature of any 
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and 
the date when due, and a description of 
any security as to the claim.

Estate Notice
Sumter CountySumter County

PLAT BOOK 86 AT PAGE 320, AND
HAVING SUCH METES AND
BOUNDS AS ARE SHOWN ON SAID
PLAT, THIS DESCRIPTION BEING
IN LIEU OF METES AND BOUNDS
AS PERMITTED UNDER SECTION
30-5-250 OF THE 1976 CODE OF

This being the same property
conveyed to Robert A. England by
deed of the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development of Washington,
D.C. dated November 12, 1984 and
reocrded November 12, 1984 in book
385 at page 443 in the records for
Sumter County, South Carolina.
Thereafter, Robert A. England
conveyed his interest to Robert A.
England and Sonja G. England, as
joint tenants, with right of
survivorship, and not as tenants in
common, be deed dated October 27,
1998 and recorded November 2, 1998
in book 722 at page 149 in the
records for Sumter County, South

TO THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE

YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the original Complaint, Cover
Sheet for Civil Actions and
Certificate of Exemption from ADR
in the above entitled action was filed
in the Office of the Clerk of Court for
Sumter County on October 3, 2017. A
Notice of Foreclosure Intervention
was also filed in the Clerk of Court's
Office.

ORDER APPOINTING
GUARDIAN AD LITEM
AND APPOINTMENT

OF ATTORNEY

It appearing to the satisfaction of the
Court, upon reading the filed
Petition for Appointment of Kelley
Woody, Esquire as Guardian ad
Litem for unknown minors, and

787-9678, be and hereby is appointed
Attorney for any unknown
Defendants who are, or may be, in
the Military Service of the United
States of America and as such are
entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemember's Civil Relief Act aka
Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act
of 1940, and any amendments
thereto, to represent and protect the
interest of said Defendants,

AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED
That a copy of this Order shall be
forth with served upon said
Defendants by publication in The
Item, a newspaper of general
circulation published in the County
of Sumter, State of South Carolina,
once a week for three (3) consecutive
weeks, together with the Summons
and Notice of Filing of Complaint in
the above entitled action.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
3800 Fernandina Road, Suite 110
Columbia, SC 29210
Phone 844-856-6646
Fax 803-454-3451
Attorneys for Plaintiff

relief demanded in the Complaint.

TO MINOR(S) OVER FOURTEEN
YEARS OF AGE, AND/OR TO

the alternative, Plaintiff will move
before a judge of this Circuit on the
10th day after service hereof, or as
soon thereafter as counsel may be
heard, for an Order enforcing the
assignment of rents, if any, and
compelling payment of all rents
covered by such assignment directly
to the Plaintiff, which motion is to be
based upon the original Note and
Mortgage herein and the Complaint
attached hereto.

LIS PENDENS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
an action has been or will be
commenced in this Court upon
complaint of the above-named
Plaintiff against the above-named
Defendant(s) for the foreclosure of a
certain mortgage of real estate given

Summons &
Notice

Summons &
Notice

Summons &
Notice

OR TO PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE GO TO WWW.THE ITEM.COM/PLACEMYAD

803-774-12
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11:30 a.m. the day before for 
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11:30 a.m. Friday for Sunday’s edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is 
made; however we are not responsible for errors after 
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expense that results from the printing or omission of 
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or cancel any ad at any time.
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Open positions include: 
Maintenance techs, warehouse, 
pipe fitter and pipe welder.
Full-time with bene� ts. 
Come join our team!

Apply Online: www.thompsonsoutheast.com/careers

Now hiring 
in Sumter and 

surrounding area.100 N. Main Street 
Sumter, SC 29150

thompsonsoutheast.com

Hair Stylist/Cosmetologist

We are looking for a stylist at our busy full-
service, family salon—not just haircuts but 
also color/chemical services and waxing.

-(FULL TIME AND PART TIME)

Apply Online: costcutterssc.com/careers

Cost Cutters 
Hair Salon

1285 Broad Street 
(803) 469-4887

MUST HAVE VALID SC COSMETOLOGY LICENSE

JOB BOARD

Licensed Agent

Assist customers with various types of 
insurance needs. 

-(FULL TIME)

Send applications to: service@crwins.com

CRW Insurance
25 East Calhoun 

Street
(803) 775-1168

 EXPERIENCED REQUIRED

Newspaper Delivery Driver

#HIRING: We are looking for a newspaper carrier(s) in the 
Sumter area. If you have a valid driver’s license, a reliable vehicle 
and are interested in earning extra income, please come by 
our o�  ce on West Liberty Street in downtown Sumter during 
regular business hours or call our o�  ce at 803-774-1258.

-(FULL TIME)

Apply Online: www.facebook.com/theitem/jobs/

The Sumter Item
36 W. Liberty St.

 Sumter, SC
(803) 774-1258

Wally’s Hardware

Sales & Warehouse positions
-(FULL-TIME & PART TIME)

Apply in store: 1291 Broad Street

1291 Broad St. Ext. 
Sumter, SC 

1291 Broad St. Ext. • Sumter, SC   Open: Mon-Fri. 8am - 5:30pm • Sat. 8am - 2pm

Covenant Place

Food and Beverage Servers
Covenant Place of Sumter, Inc. is one of the best employers in the 
area. We are now hiring Servers, 6:00 am - 2:00 pm and 11:00 am – 
7:00 pm shifts. Responsible for serving lunch in Independent Living 
Dining Room and dinner in the Assisted Living Dining Room, both 
are restaurant style environments. Includes side work & cleaning. 
Experience preferred but not required.

-(FULL & PART TIME)

Apply: At our community located at 2825 Carter Road, Sumter, SC

2825 Carter 
Road, Sumter, SC
(803) 469-7007

Covenant Place

Night Security Guard 
Covenant Place of Sumter, Inc. is one of the best employers in the 
area. We are now hiring a Part Time Night Security Guard to work 
from 8:00 PM - 8:00 AM. General duties include walking through 
the community and light environmental maintenance. Experience 
preferred but not required.

-(PART TIME)

Apply: At our community located at 2825 Carter Road, Sumter, SC

2825 Carter 
Road, Sumter, SC
(803) 469-7007

Covenant Place

Cooks 
Covenant Place of Sumter, Inc. is one of the best employers in the 
area. We are now hiring Cooks full time, 6:00 am - 2:00 pm shift, 
with weekends included. Previous cooking experience required, 
preferably in a healthcare setting. Needs to be knowledgeable in 
food safety and sanitation. 

-(FULL TIME)

Apply: At our community located at 2825 Carter Road, Sumter, SC

2825 Carter 
Road, Sumter, SC
(803) 469-7007

Covenant Place

RN’s & LPN’s 

Covenant Place of Sumter, Inc. is one of the best employers in the 
area. We are always looking for caring people to join our team. 
We are now hiring R.N’s & L.P.N’s for all shifts. Long Term Care 
experience preferred but not required. Will consider new graduates. 

-(FULL TIME & PART TIME)

Apply: At our community located at 2825 Carter Road, Sumter, SC

2825 Carter 
Road, Sumter, SC
(803) 469-7007

Continental Tire 
the Americas, LLC

Hiring Maintenance/Multicraft 
Technicians
Basic Requirements: AAS Degree in Mechatronics or Electrical, 
Mechanical, or Industrial Maintenance OR 5 or more years’ of work 
experience in industrial maintenance and High School Diploma/GED

Apply Online: www.continental-jobs.com

1805 
US Highway 521 S.

Sumter, SC

Covenant Place

Utility Workers

Covenant Place of Sumter, Inc. is one of the best employers in the 
area. We are now hiring Utility Workers in the Food & Beverage 
department. Full Time 7:00 am - 3:00 pm and 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
shifts. Experience preferred but not necessary. Position involves a 
variety of assistance in the kitchen and dining rooms.

-(FULL TIME)

Apply: At our community located at 2825 Carter Road, Sumter, SC

2825 Carter 
Road, Sumter, SC
(803) 469-7007

Covenant Place

Personal Care Assistants 
Covenant Place of Sumter, Inc. is one of the best employers in the 
area. We are always looking for caring people to join our team. We 
are now hiring P.C.A’s Full Time and Part Time 2-10pm shift in our 
Assisted Living.

-(FULL & PART TIME)

Apply: At our community located at 2825 Carter Road, Sumter, SC

2825 Carter 
Road, Sumter, SC
(803) 469-7007

Covenant Place

Certified Nursing Assistants
Covenant Place of Sumter, Inc. is one of the best employers in the 
area. We are always looking for caring people to join our team. 
We are now hiring C.N.A’s Full Time, Part Time, & PRN positions 
available for all shifts. Long Term Care experience preferred but not 
required. Must be current on all certi� cations.

-(FULL , PART TIME & PRN )

Apply: At our community located at 2825 Carter Road, Sumter, SC

2825 Carter 
Road, Sumter, SC
(803) 469-7007

TO ADVERTISE ON THISTO ADVERTISE ON THIS
PAGE PLEASE EMAILPAGE PLEASE EMAIL

ADVERTISING@THEITEMADVERTISING@THEITEM
FOR MORE INFORMATION FOR MORE INFORMATION 

TOWN OF 
TURBEVILLE

ASSISTANT MUNICIPAL CLERK

Searching for an outgoing individual with the ability to multitask and 
manage key issues essential to the operation of the town. This is a great 
opportunity for an individual with exceptional customer service skills 
to work in a positive small-town environment that is key to the local 
government operations.

-(PART TIME)

Apply at Turbeville Town Hall or call (843) 659-2781
for more information and details. 

1400 Main Street 
Turbeville, SC 

29162

Apply by  September 10, 2021.
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With Tim

LOCAL NEWS •  SPORTS •  VIDEO •  BUSINESS •  LEGALS •  CONTESTS

Across
1.  ___-AFTRA (actor’s union)
4.  Written name: Abbr.
7.  Reduplicative greeting
11.  Org. with body scanners
12.  Mr. Bill’s cry
13.  Baseball analyst Hershiser
14.  Target
15.  Eric Cartman’s show
17.  Richard Gadd  

Netflix drama
19.  “Hawaii Five-0” wreath
20.  TV actors Selleck  

and Arnold
21.  Tassimo’s answer  

to the K-Cup
23.  Specks
27.  Pundit Coulter
28.  “The Sympathizer” airer
29.  “__ _ with a spoon!”
32.  “Scooby-Doo and  

___ Who?”
34.  Trader Joe’s rival
37.  Tolkien creature
38.  Lauren Graham series
43.  Time traveler in a Tardis
44.  “Knives ___” (2019)
45.  Instrument in a  

wind quintet
46.  Paper or pepper source
47.  Like some humor
48.  Posterior
49.  ___-Cat (winter vehicle)
50.  Winona Ryder  

___ Horowitz
 

Down
1.  Run through
2.  “Shogun” setting
3.  “World Series of Poker,” 

e.g.
4.  “Red ___ Diaries”
5.  Indigenous Canadian
6.  “Ain’t __ _”  

(“Hair” 1979 tune)

7.  “I’m crossing my fingers!”
8.  Requiem Mass word
9.  Frau’s partner
10.  Kind
12.  “Hamlet” courtier
16.  Port in many an LCD TV
18.  Network that shows Yankees 

games
21.  Identify
22.  Genetic stuff
24.  Claire Foy Netflix series
25.  Exercise target
26.  Brillo rival
30.  Fountain treat
31.  Muppet
32.  “Taras Bulba” author
33.  William Tell’s canton
35.  College housing
36.  “Crocodile Hunter” Steve
38.  Mongolian desert
39.  Clickable image
40.  Craig, one-time  

Atlanta Hawk
41.  Play the siren
42.  Eye affliction
43.  Homer’s cry

Sumter, SC

Sponsored by:
KAT’s Special Kneads

70 is too hot to leave a 
pet or child in the car !

Hot 
Car 
Safety

Outside
75°
77°
81°
90°
94°

In Car
118°
123°
138°
143°
145°

—
—
—
—
—



THE SUMTER ITEM	 Sumter Scene� JUNE 01 – JUNE 07, 2024       5

www.BrownsofSumter.com

803-774-2100 
31 West Wesmark Blvd., Sumter, SC

June 2 - 8, 2024 The Sumter Item 9

90 Day Fiancé: Happily Ever After?
TLC 8 p.m. 

This “90 Day Fiancé” spinoff allows 
viewers to catch up with couples 
made popular on past seasons, 
showcasing where the couples are at 
past the initial 90 days. While some 
are living happily ever after, others are 
on their way to Splitsville station.

The Real Housewives of Dubai
BRAVO 9 p.m. 

Dubai is known for glitz, glamour, 
money and power. With this Season 2 
premiere, we see the return of house-
wives Caroline Stanbury, Caroline 
Brooks, Lesa Milan, Sara al Madani 
and Chanel Ayan. We also meet new 
housewife Taleen Marie, a musician 
from LA.

Couples Therapy
PARSHO 10 p.m. 

In this Season 4 premiere, Joey 
shows her mother the door, but sus-
pects she was right about Rex. Then, 
Lorena, Josh and Aryn examine their 
throuples history and Lorena’s prefer-
ence for spontaneity. Casimar hopes 
to end the terrible fighting with Alexes.

SUNDAY EVENING  SP=Spectrum FTC=Farm DTV=DirecTV MOVIES
 

 SPORTS
 

 KIDS 
 

JUNE 2, 2024
 SP FTC DTV 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

WIS 3 10 10 (4:00) U.S. Women's Open 
Final Round (N) (Live) 

Gymnastics U.S. Championships, Women's Day 2 From 
Dickies Arena in Fort Worth, Texas. (N) (Live)

America's Got Talent "Auditions 1" Variety acts audition for 
the chance to win $1 million.

WIS News 10 
at 11 (N)

(:35) 
Awareness

WKTC 4 22 63 Chicago P.D. "Endings" Chicago P.D. "Bad Boys" Chicago P.D. "Ride Along" Chicago P.D. "Fathers and 
Sons" 

Chicago P.D. "True or False" The Good Doctor "My Way"

WOLO 5 12 25 ABC World 
News (N) 

The Andy 
Griffith Show 

America's Funniest Home 
Videos 

<+++ Inside Out ('15) Voices of Phyllis Smith, Richard 
Kind, Amy Poehler. 

Press Your Luck "Press My 
L-U-C-K!" 

News (N) Paid Prog.

WACH 6 6 57 (4:30) MLS Soccer Charlotte 
FC at Atlanta United FC (N) 

United Football League Houston Roughnecks at Memphis Showboats From Simmons 
Bank Liberty Stadium in Memphis, Tenn. (N) (Live) 

To Be 
Announced 

News (N)
(Live) 

Sharyl 
Attkisson 

The Big 
Bang Theory

NWSN 8 172 307 NewsNation Now (N) (Live) NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime

WLTX 9 9 19 (2:30) PGA 
Tour Golf 

CBS News 
(N) 

60 Minutes (N) 60 Minutes (N) Dick Van Dyke 98 Years of Magic News 19 at 
11pm (N) 

SEAL Team

WRJA 11 14  (5:30) Ancient Roads 
"Constantine" 

Doc Martin Ken Burns: Country Music The Brain-Gut Connection With Dr. 
Emeran Mayer 

WZRB 13 18 47 NCIS "Neverland" NCIS "Stop the Bleeding" NCIS "Personal Day" NCIS "Incognito" NCIS "Double Trouble" NCIS "Lockdown"

NICK 16 210 299 SpongeBob 
SquarePants 

SpongeBob 
SquarePants 

SpongeBob 
SquarePants 

SpongeBob 
SquarePants

SpongeBob 
SquarePants

SpongeBob 
SquarePants

Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends

TOON 17 203 296 (5:00) <+++ Superman II ('80) (:45) Smiling Burgers Burgers American American American American Rick Rick

DISNEY 18 200 290 Kiff Kiff Kiff Kiff <+++ Incredibles 2 ('18) Voices of Holly Hunter, Sarah 
Vowell, Craig T. Nelson. 

(:05) Big City 
Greens 

Big City 
Greens 

Big City 
Greens 

Big City 
Greens 

FREFRM 20 131 311 (5:40) <+++ Moana ('16) Voices of Auli'i Cravalho, Rachel 
House, Dwayne Johnson. 

(:10) <++ Cruella ('21) Emma Thompson, Joel Fry, Emma Stone. A young and clever grifter embraces her 
wicked side to become the raucous and revenge-bent Cruella. 

(:25) < High 
School Musi...

BSSE 21 47 649 (5:00) Fight Sports: Boxing Rodeo RodeoHouston: Wild Card 2 From NRG Stadium in 
Houston. 

Lights Out Xtreme Fighting LXF 11 World Poker WPT Ladies 
Championship: Part 3 (N) 

NATGEO 22 113 276 Ramsay: Uncharted "Texas 
Throwdown" 

Ramsay: Uncharted "The 
Cliffs of Ireland" 

Ramsay: Uncharted
"Unlocking Florida's Keys" 

Gordon Ram "England's 
Jurassic Coast" (N) 

Bread "Sourdough in San 
Francisco" (N) 

Ramsay: Uncharted "Texas 
Throwdown" 

TNT 23 158 245 (4:45) <++ Men in Black 3 
('12) Will Smith. 

NHL on TNT Face Off (N)
(Live) 

NHL Hockey Dallas Stars at Edmonton Oilers Western Conference Final, Game 6. (If 
necessary) (N) (Live) 

Post-Game
(N) (Live) 

Rich & 
Shameless 

TBS 24 156 247 The Big 
Bang Theory 

The Big 
Bang Theory 

The Big 
Bang Theory 

The Big 
Bang Theory

The Big 
Bang Theory

The Big 
Bang Theory

The Big 
Bang Theory

The Big 
Bang Theory

The Big 
Bang Theory 

The Big 
Bang Theory

<+++ My Cousin Vinny
('92) Joe Pesci. 

USA 25 132 242 Law-SVU "Official Story" Law-SVU "Justice Denied" Law-SVU "Valentine's Day" Law-SVU "Street Revenge" Law-SVU "Father Dearest" Law-SVU "Learning Curve"
ESPN 26 35 206 SportsCenter (N) (Live) NBA Countdown (N) (Live) NBA Basketball Indiana Pacers at Boston Celtics (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live)

TRUTV 38 129 246 Jokes "Guilty 
as Charged" 

Jokes "No 
Good Deed" 

Inside Jokes Inside Jokes NHL on TNT Face Off (N)
(Live) 

NHL Hockey DataCast: Dallas Stars at Edmonton Oilers An analytics-driven alternative 
viewing experience with context of how stats are utilized. (N) (Live) 

SHOPHQ 30  73 Sabrina Jewelry Designs Diamond Closeout Dr. Sevinor Skincare Invicta Watches Invicta Watches Invicta Watches
TWC 32 24 362 Highway "The Bait" Highway "Reunited" Weird Earth Earth "Predators" Weather "Big Bangs" Weird Earth
CNBC 35 84 355 Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank
FNC 37 90 360 Fox Report (N) (Live) Weekend (N) (Live) Life, Liberty & Levin (N) Sunday Night (N) The Big Weekend Show Life, Liberty & Levin

HGTV 39 112 229 Fixer to "Family Home 
Makeover Helps Tie the Knot" 

Fixer to Fabulous "Rustic 
Barn to Luxury In-Law Suite" 

Fixer Upper: The 
Lakehouse (N) (P) 

Celebrity "Patricia Arquette's 
Life-Changing Reno" (N) 

House 
Hunters (N) 

House 
Hunters 

House 
Hunters 

House 
Hunters 

FOOD 40 109 231 Guy's Grocery Games 
"Guy's Summer Games 4" 

Grocery "Guy's Summer 
Games Finale" 

Ciao House "Mutiny and Butchery" After visiting a butcher, 
the teams compete on the grill. (N) 

To Be Announced Beat Bobby 
Flay 

Beat Bobby 
Flay 

ANPL 41 100 282 Wardens of the North Wardens "It's on Fire Here" Michigan Wardens Wardens of the North (N) Wardens of the North Wardens of the North

DISCV 42 103 278 Naked and Afraid XL "Ticking and Screaming" Sam gets a 
tick bite; Terra encourages Lynsey to quit. (N) 

Naked and Afraid XL "A Parasite to Behold" Medics 
discover parasites in a survivalist's system. (N) 

(:05) Expedition From Hell
"Worst Expedition Ever?" (N) 

(:10) Naked and Afraid "What 
the Duck?" 

TLC 43 157 280 90 Day Fiancé: Happily Ever After? "Weeping Beauty" 90 Day Fiancé: Happily Ever After? (N) MILF Manor (N) 90 Day Fiancé (N)

HIST 45 110 269 The Mega-Brands That 
Built America "Easy Money" 

Mega-Brands "End of the 
Landlines" 

Brands "Suite Dreams: Birth 
of the Modern Hotel" 

Mega-Brands "Music on the 
Move" (N) 

(:05) How Disney "Creating a 
New World" (N) 

(:05) Mega-Brands "Battle of 
the Superstores" 

A&E 46 130 265 Biography: WWE Legends ""Macho Man" Randy Savage" Biography: WWE Legends "Ricky Steamboat" (N) Secrets-Hells (N) (SF) (:05) Secrets-Hells

AMC 48 180 254 (4:30) <+++ The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King ('03) Ian McKellen, Liv Tyler,
Elijah Wood. 

Interview With the Vampire
(N) 

(:15) Interview With the Vampire "I Want 
You More Than Anything in the World" 

(:25) Inter.-
Vampire 

TCM 49 186 256 (:15) <++ Critic's Choice ('63) Lucille Ball, Marilyn Maxwell,
Bob Hope. A drama critic must review his wife's new play. 

<++++ American Graffiti ('73) Ron Howard, Paul Le Mat,
Richard Dreyfuss. 

<+++ Peggy Sue Got Married ('86) Nicolas Cage, Kevin J. 
O'Connor, Kathleen Turner. 

LIFE 50 145 252 The Life and Murder of Nicole Brown Simpson "Part 1" The Life and Murder of Nicole Brown Simpson "Part 2"
(N) (F) 

(:05) The Life and Murder of Nicole Brown Simpson "Part 
2" 

HALL 52 183 312 (5:00) < Sweeter Than 
Chocolate ('23) 

< For Love & Honey ('24) Andrew Walker, Margaret Clunie.
A beekeeper helps an archaeologist on his quest in Malta. 

When Calls the Heart "Truth 
Be Told" (N) 

< The Sweetest Heart ('18) Chris McNally, Tammy Gillis,
Julie Gonzalo. 

FX 54 154 248 (4:30) <+++ Avengers: Age of Ultron ('15) 
Chris Hemsworth, Robert Downey Jr.. 

<+++ Guardians of the Galaxy ('14) Zoe Saldana, Dave Bautista, Chris 
Pratt. 

The Bear 
"System" 

(:35) The Bear
"Hands" 

(:15) <+++ Transformers
('07) Shia LaBeouf. 

TVLAND 55 161 304 Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Seinfeld Seinfeld
E! 56 138 236 (5:30) <+ What Happens in Vegas ('08) <+++ Bridesmaids ('11) Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne, Kristen Wiig. <++ Second Act ('18) Jennifer Lopez.

COMEDY 57 136 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park

SYFY 58 152 244 (4:30) <+++ The Bourne 
Supremacy ('04) 

<+++ The Bourne Legacy ('12) Rachel Weisz, Edward Norton, Jeremy Renner. <++ Red ('10) Morgan Freeman, John Malkovich, Bruce 
Willis. 

BET 61 162 329 <+ Acrimony ('18) Lyriq Bent, Ajiona Alexus, Taraji P. Henson. (:05) <+ Tyler Perry's A Madea Christmas ('13) Kathy Najimy, Tyler Perry.

PARMT 64 153 241 Bar Rescue "Put This Fire 
Out" 

Bar Rescue "Magically 
Atrocious" 

Bar Rescue "How the Cookie 
Crumbles" 

Bar Rescue "A Perla in the 
Rough" 

Bar Rescue "Thank You for 
(Not) Smoking" (N) 

Bar Rescue

LMN 66 185 253 <++ My Baby Is Missing ('07) Warren Christie, Ellie 
Harvie, Gina Philips. 

< Fighting for Her Family ('21) Adam Huss, Alice Amter,
Aisha Kumari. 

< Cradle of Deception ('24) Matthew James Dowden,
Jason Cermak, Holly Deveaux. 

GOLF 69 52 218 Celebrity Skills U.S. Open (N) (Live) U.S. Women's Open Final Round From Lancaster Country Club in Lancaster, Pa. (N) PGA Tour Golf
OWN 72 104 279 20/20, OWN "Femme Fatale" 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN
OXY 76 150 251 Snapped "Reta Mays" (N) Sins of the South (N) Deadly Waters "Ghost Ship" Snapped Snapped "Delma Troy" Deadly Waters "Ghost Ship"
NBATV 308  216 NBA Playoff Playback Basketball Indiana Fever at New York Liberty (N) (Live) NBA Playoff Playback NBA Playoff Playback NBA Playoff Playback

HBO 511 350 501 (5:35) < MoviePass, 
MovieCrash ('24) 

(:10) <++ Ride Along 2 ('16) Kevin Hart, Tika Sumpter, Ice 
Cube. 

Ren Faire "Daddy's Dyin', 
Who's Got the Will?" (N) (P) 

To Be Announced Last Week 
To. (N) 

(:40) To Be 
Announced 

MAX 531 370 515 (:10) <++ Victor Frankenstein ('15) James McAvoy,
Jessica Brown Findlay, Daniel Radcliffe. 

<++ The Strangers ('08) Scott Speedman,
Gemma Ward, Liv Tyler. 

(:25) <+++ Hellboy II: The Golden Army ('08) Selma Blair,
Doug Jones, Ron Perlman. 

(:25) < Wes 
Craven Pres...

PARSHO 551 300 545 (5:50) Mayor 
of "Drones" 

Mayor of 
"Santa Jesus" 

(:20) Mayor of Kingstown
"Peace in the Valley" 

Mayor of Kingstown "Little 
Green Ant" 

The Chi "City of Gold" (N) Couples Th 
"401" (N) (SP) 

Couples Th
"402" (N) 

The Chi "City of Gold"

TMC 571 316 553 (:15) <++ Sleeping With Other People ('15) Alison Brie,
Adam Scott, Jason Sudeikis. 

<+++ Inherent Vice ('14) Josh Brolin, Owen Wilson, Joaquin Phoenix. <++ Whiskey Tango Foxtrot ('16) Margot 
Robbie, Martin Freeman, Tina Fey. 

STARZ 581 330 525 (4:35) < Hunger Games: Ballad 
of Songbirds & Snakes 

(:15) <++ Silent Night ('23) Kid Cudi, Harold Torres, Joel 
Kinnaman. 

<+++ Bros ('22) Luke Macfarlane, Guy Branum, Billy 
Eichner. Sparks fly between two commitment-phobic men. 

<+++ Bros ('22) Luke 
Macfarlane, Billy Eichner. 

tonight’s picks

1 x 4” ad
mclaughlin ford service

Loren and Alexei star in “90 Day 
Fiancé: Happily Ever After?”
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American Ninja Warrior
WIS 8 p.m. 

With the goal of reaching the sum-
mit of Mount Midoriyama, men and 
women from all corners of the United 
States challenge the world’s most 
notorious obstacle course for fame 
and glory. Matt Iseman, Akbar Gbaja-
biamila and Zuri Hall host.

MONDAY EVENING  SP=Spectrum FTC=Farm DTV=DirecTV MOVIES
 

 SPORTS
 

 KIDS 
 

JUNE 3, 2024
 SP FTC DTV 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

WIS 3 10 10 WIS News 10 
at 6 (N) 

NBC Nightly 
News (N) 

WIS News 10 
at 7 (N) 

WIS News
(N)

American Ninja Warrior (N) (SP) Weakest Link "I Am Not 
Your Mommy" (N)

WIS News 10 
at 11 (N)

(:35) Tonight 
Show (N)

WKTC 4 22 63 Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Neighbor Neighbor Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Dirty" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Flight" 

Chicago Fire "It Wasn't 
Enough" 

48 Hours "Murder by Design"
(N) 

WOLO 5 12 25 News (N) ABC World 
News (N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N) 

Jeopardy! (N) Wheel "Kel Mitchell, Kim 
Fields and Penn Jillette" 

Jeopardy! Christopher 
Meloni, Sherri Shepherd 

Press Your Luck "It's Nacho 
Night!" 

News (N) (:35) J. 
Kimmel (N) 

WACH 6 6 57 Family Feud Family Feud The Big 
Bang Theory 

The Big 
Bang Theory

Name That Tune (N) (SP) The 1% Club (N) (P) WACH FOX News at 10P (N)
(Live) 

Sports Zone
(N) (Live) 

National (N)
(Live) 

NWSN 8 172 307 The Hill (N) (Live) On Balance With Leland 
Vittert (N) (Live) 

Cuomo (N) (Live) Dan Abrams Live (N) (Live) Banfield (N) (Live) Cuomo

WLTX 9 9 19 News 19 at 
6pm (N) 

CBS Evening 
News (N) 

News 19 at 
7pm (N) 

Inside 
Edition (N) 

Neighbor Neighbor NCIS "Heartless" NCIS: Hawai'i "Serve and 
Protect" 

News 19 at 
11pm (N) 

(:35) Colbert
(N) 

WRJA 11 14  PBS NewsHour (N) Ken Burns: The National Parks After Action "Serving With 
Pride" 

All New Rock, Pop and Doo Wop (My Music Presents)

WZRB 13 18 47 Criminal Minds "Broken 
Mirror" 

FBI "Charlotte's Web" FBI "Allegiance" FBI "Gone Baby Gone" FBI "Fire and Rain" FBI "Unfinished Business"

NICK 16 210 299 SpongeBob SquarePants 
Presents the Tidal Zone 

The Loud 
House (N) 

Loud House
(N) 

SpongeBob 
SquarePants

SpongeBob 
SquarePants

Friends
"Pilot" 

Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends

TOON 17 203 296 Grim Grim King/Hill King/Hill Burgers Burgers Burgers Burgers Burgers American American Rick

DISNEY 18 200 290 (:10) <+++ Moana ('16) Voices of Auli'i Cravalho, Rachel 
House, Dwayne Johnson. 

Big City 
Greens 

Big City 
Greens 

Big City 
Greens 

Big City
"Uncaged" 

Big City 
Greens 

Big City "The 
Van; Bat Girl" 

Bunk'd: 
Learn 

Bunk'd
"Tap'd Out" 

FREFRM 20 131 311 (5:00) <++ The Angry Birds 
Movie 2 ('19) Jason Sudeikis. 

<++++ Toy Story ('95) Voices of Tim Allen, Don Rickles,
Tom Hanks. Toys come to life when people are absent. 

<++++ Toy Story 2 ('99) Voices of Tim Allen, Joan 
Cusack, Tom Hanks. Toys rescue Woody from a collector. 

The 700 Club

BSSE 21 47 649 Fairways of Life with Matt 
Adams 

Fight Sports: Boxing Chris Billam-Smith vs. Isaac 
Chamberlain (N) 

World Poker WPT Ladies 
Championship: Part 3 

Golf America Breaking Par Swing Clinic 18 Holes

NATGEO 22 113 276 Hitler-Tapes "The Final 
Solution" 

Hitler-Tapes "The Collapse" The Real Red Tails (N) Erased: WW2's Heroes of 
Color "Pearl Harbor" (N) 

Erased: WW2's Heroes of 
Color "D-Day" (N) 

The Real Red Tails

TNT 23 158 245 (4:00) < Hobbit: 
Battle of the ... 

(:45) To Be Announced NBA Basketball Dallas Mavericks at Minnesota Timberwolves Western 
Conference Final, Game 7. (If necessary) (N) (Live) 

To Be Announced

TBS 24 156 247 The Big 
Bang Theory 

The Big 
Bang Theory 

The Big 
Bang Theory 

The Big 
Bang Theory

The Big 
Bang Theory

The Big 
Bang Theory

The Big 
Bang Theory

The Big 
Bang Theory

American 
Dad! 

American 
Dad! 

American 
Dad! 

American 
Dad! 

USA 25 132 242 9-1-1 "Desperate Measures" 9-1-1 "Home and Away" WWE Monday Night RAW (N) (Live) Race to Survive: NZ (N)
ESPN 26 35 206 SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live) NHL Hockey Florida Panthers at New York Rangers (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live)

TRUTV 38 129 246 Jokers "Clash 
of the Jokers" 

TNT Sports 
Tonight (N) 

TNT Sports: 
The Line 

To Be Announced NBA Basketball Dallas Mavericks at Minnesota Timberwolves Western 
Conference Final, Game 7. (If necessary) (N) (Live) 

To Be Announced

SHOPHQ 30  73 Copper Compression Banks Banks Invicta Watches Invicta Watches Invicta Watches
TWC 32 24 362 Storm Center (N) (Live) Storm Center (N) (Live) Prime Suspect: Earth Prime Suspect: Earth Prime Suspect: Earth Weather Gone Viral
CNBC 35 84 355 Mad Money (N) Last Call (N) (Live) Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank
FNC 37 90 360 Special Report (N) (Live) Ingraham (N) (Live) Jesse Watters (N) (Live) Hannity (N) (Live) Gutfeld! (N) Fox News at Night (N) (Live)

HGTV 39 112 229 My Lottery 
Dream Home 

My Lottery 
Dream Home 

My Lottery 
Dream Home 

My Lottery 
Dream Home

My Lottery 
Dream Home

My Lottery 
Dream Home

Battle on the Beach (N) (SP) House 
Hunters 

Hunters "New 
in Nashville" 

FOOD 40 109 231 Beat Bobby 
Flay 

Beat Bobby 
Flay 

Summer Baking Champ.
"Summer Lake Adventure" 

Summer Baking Champ.
"Summer Feelings" (N) 

Next Baking "Fresh and 
Forbidden Fruits" (N) 

Chopped "Just Add Cheese!" Chopped "Clambake Stakes"

ANPL 41 100 282 Deadliest Catch Catch "Mortal Men" Catch "Fresh Blood" Catch "Changing Tides" Catch "Catch as Catch Can" Catch "The Final Hour"

DISCV 42 103 278 Contraband: Seized at the 
Border "Marshal Matters" 

Contraband: Seized at the 
Border "A King-Size Bust" 

Contraband: Seized "Going 
Out With a Bang" 

Contraband: Seized at the 
Border 

Contraband: Seized "Lime 
and Punishment" 

Contraband: Seized "The 
Avocado Couple" 

TLC 43 157 280 90 Day "A Wake-Up Call" 90 Day Fiancé: Love 90 Day Fiancé: Love (N) Unexpected (N) Doubling Down (N) OutDaughtered

HIST 45 110 269 History's Greatest 
Mysteries "The Holy Grail" 

History's-Mysteries "The 
Search for Noah's Ark" 

History's-Mysteries "The 
Mystery of Machu Picchu" 

History's-Mysteries "Who 
Killed King Tut?" (N) 

(:05) Holy Marvels-Quaid
"Where Ark Thou?" (N) (P) 

(:05) History's-Mysteries
"The Shroud of Turin" 

A&E 46 130 265 The First 48 "The Visitor" The First 48 Intervention "Melissa" (N) Intervention "Josh" (N) The First 48 "Spree Killer" (:05) The First 48

AMC 48 180 254 (4:00) <+++ The Perfect 
Storm George Clooney. 

<++++ The Shawshank Redemption ('94) Morgan Freeman, Bob Gunton, Tim Robbins.
An innocent man (Tim Robbins) goes to a Maine penitentiary for life in 1947. 

<+++ The Green Mile ('99) David Morse, Michael Clarke 
Duncan, Tom Hanks. 

TCM 49 186 256 (5:15) < Ennio ('22) Giuseppe Tornatore pays tribute to 
Ennio Morricone. 

<+++ The Mission ('86) Jeremy Irons, Ray McAnally,
Robert De Niro. 

(:15) <+++ Out of Africa ('85) Robert Redford, Klaus Maria 
Brandauer, Meryl Streep. 

LIFE 50 145 252 Castle "Slice of Death" Castle "The Dead Pool" Gypsy Rose "Enhanced: I 
Do. Or Do I?" 

Gypsy Rose: Life After 
Lock Up (N) (P) 

(:15) Theresa Caputo
"Special #1 (Jail)" (N) 

(:15) Gypsy Rose: Life After 
Lock Up 

HALL 52 183 312 (5:00) < An Easter Bloom 
('24) Aimee Teegarden. 

< The Color of Rain ('14) Warren Christie, Callum 
Seagram, Lacey Chabert. 

< Love Takes Flight ('19) Jeff Hephner, Barbara Niven,
Nikki Deloach. 

The Golden 
Girls 

The Golden 
Girls 

FX 54 154 248 (4:00) < Shang-Chi and the 
Legend of the Ten Rings 

<++ Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness ('22) Elizabeth Olsen, Chiwetel 
Ejiofor, Benedict Cumberbatch. 

The Bear 
"Brigade" 

(:35) The Bear
"Dogs" 

(:15) <+++ Ant-Man ('15)
Michael Douglas, Paul Rudd.

TVLAND 55 161 304 Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King
E! 56 138 236 Modern Fam. Modern Fam. <+++ Neighbors ('14) Zac Efron, Seth Rogen. <+++ Neighbors ('14) Zac Efron, Seth Rogen. E! News (N) Chrisley

COMEDY 57 136 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Daily Show (N)

SYFY 58 152 244 (4:30) <++ Red ('10) Morgan 
Freeman, Bruce Willis. 

<++ Red 2 ('13) John Malkovich, Mary-Louise Parker, Bruce Willis. <++ 2012 ('09) Chiwetel Ejiofor, Amanda Peet, John Cusack.

BET 61 162 329 Neighbor Neighbor Neighbor Neighbor Neighbor Neighbor <+ Tyler Perry's Boo 2! A Madea Halloween ('17) Diamond White, Tyler Perry.

PARMT 64 153 241 Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++ Jack Reacher ('12) Rosamund Pike, Robert Duvall, Tom Cruise. A former military investigator, 
Reacher, probes a sniper attack. 

< The Dark 
Knight Rises

LMN 66 185 253 < Dying for a Good Grade ('21) Stefanie von Pfetten,
Rachelle Gillis, Karis Cameron. 

< Nightmare PTA Moms ('22) Jonathan Stoddard, Alissa 
Filoramo, Brianna Cohen. 

< Nightmare Neighborhood Moms ('22) April Hale,
Summer Madison, Gina Simms. 

GOLF 69 52 218 Golf Central Golf's Longest Day (N) (Live) Golf Central Golf's Longest Day (N) (Live)
OWN 72 104 279 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20, OWN "Out of Bounds" 20/20 on OWN
OXY 76 150 251 Snapped "Crystal Weimer" Snapped "Martha Beatty" Dateline: Secrets Dateline: Secrets Dateline "Twisted in Texas" Dateline "Tangled Web"
NBATV 308  216 NBA Playoff Playback NBA Playoff Playback NBA Playoff Playback NBA Playoff Playback NBA Playoff Playback NBA Playoff Playback

HBO 511 350 501 (:20) Last Week Tonight 
With John Oliver 

We're Here "Oklahoma, Part 
3" 

To Be Announced < The Great Lillian Hall ('24) Kathy Bates, Lily Rabe,
Jessica Lange. 

(:55) < The Stroll ('23)

MAX 531 370 515 (:20) <++ Krampus ('15) Adam Scott, Toni Collette, Emjay 
Anthony. 

<++ Kingpin ('96) Randy Quaid, Vanessa 
Angel, Woody Harrelson. 

(:55) <++ Hot Summer Nights ('17) Alex Roe, Maika 
Monroe, Timothée Chalamet. 

(:40) <++ Be 
Cool ('05) 

PARSHO 551 300 545 (5:40) <++ The Island ('05) Scarlett Johansson, Djimon 
Hounsou, Ewan McGregor. 

Star Trek: Discovery (N) Mayor of Kingstown
"Soldier's Heart" (N) (SP) 

The Chi "City of Gold" <+++ Trading Places ('83)
Dan Aykroyd. (P) 

TMC 571 316 553 (4:45) < 
Crocodile D... 

(:25) < Pixie ('20) Alec Baldwin, Ben Hardy,
Olivia Cooke. 

< Set Up ('11) Bruce Willis, Ryan Phillippe,
Curtis Jackson. 

<++ Wild Card ('15) Sofía Vergara, Stanley 
Tucci, Jason Statham. 

(:05) < American Hangman
('19) Donald Sutherland. 

STARZ 581 330 525 (5:25) <++ Happy Gilmore 
('96) Adam Sandler. 

<+++ Bros ('22) Luke Macfarlane, Guy Branum, Billy 
Eichner. Sparks fly between two commitment-phobic men. 

Power Book II: Ghost "Your 
Perception, Your Reality" 

(:05) Power Book II: Ghost
"Need vs. Greed" 

(:05) <++ Operation 
Fortune: Ruse de guerre 

tonight’s picks

Matt Iseman co-hosts  
“American Ninja Warrior”

1 x 4” ad
a) clarendon hall

b) client will fill
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View from the Couch

Courtesy of a music group named The Wonders, 

which didn’t actually exist, the fans of “That Thing You 

Do!” are many as it nears its 30th anniversary.

Written by co-star Tom Hanks, who also made his 

directing debut on the film, the 1996 musical-comedy 

— currently streaming on Hulu — charts the rapid rise 

and equally fast fall of a small-town 1960s band that 

hits it big after the suddenly necessary replacement 

of its drummer, played by Tom Everett Scott. He sets 

a new beat for the group, literally, and their locally 

popular single (which shares the movie’s title) zooms 

up the charts as a result.

That’s thanks to a savvy talent agent (Hanks) who 

steers The Wonders on a path that many actual music 

acts of the era followed ... appearing in a concert 

tour, in a “Beach Party”-type movie, and on an “Ed 

Sullivan Show”-type variety series. Hanks clearly has 

a deep affinity for that era, since all of those events 

are depicted with loving authenticity that’s warmly 

nostalgic at the same time it’s knowingly amusing.

The other Wonders are represented superbly by 

the rest of the main cast: Steve Zahn as the wry gui-

tar player who maintains a healthy skepticism about 

what’s happening to all of them; Ethan Embry as the 

naive bass player who’s happy to go along simply for 

wherever the ride takes them; and Johnathon Schaech 

as the moody, hyper-serious songwriter and and sing-

er and guitarist. Liv Tyler is charming as the latter’s 

girlfriend, who travels with the band as the members’ 

“wardrobe mistress,” though she’s principally their 

prime cheerleader.

Much of the music (cleverly evoking familiar ‘60s 

hits) for “That Thing You Do!” was composed by 

Adam Schlesinger, the later “Crazy Ex-Girlfriend” 

maestro who very sadly became an early casualty 

of the coronavirus pandemic. Hanks also had a big 

hand on composing the soundtrack, which ranges 

from bouncy tunes to sentimental ballads, and even 

to the theme of the aforementioned TV variety show 

that enjoyably features Hanks’ late “Bosom Buddies” 

partner Peter Scolari as host “Troy Chesterfield.” (Also 

notable on that fake show: a pre-stardom Bryan Cran-

ston, intentionally stiff as novice-celebrity astronaut 

Gus Grissom.)

The wonderful irony of “That Thing You Do!” is 

that by being set in a certain time, it’s timeless. A 

viewer will find even more to love by recognizing 

its pop-culture elements of the period (extending to 

a clip from the marionette-starring adventure series 

“Fireball XL5”), but even if audience members lack 

that knowledge, multiple-threat talent Hanks created 

a piece of entertainment that will continue to enchant 

generations.

BY JAY BOBBIN

Tom Hanks does multiple jobs in ‘That Tom Hanks does multiple jobs in ‘That 
Thing You Do!’Thing You Do!’

Dixie Products
1255 N. Lafayette • Sumter         775-4391

Current Hours: 8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Friday

A TRADITION OF QUALITY • THE DIFFERENCE IS IN THE DETAILS 

AUTHORIZED DEALER
LOW PRICE GUARANTEE!!

Visit our website and start building your very 
own OLD HICKORY building today!

OLDHICKORYBUILDINGS.COM

LARGE STOCK 
OF BUILDINGS
FREE DELIVERY

Voted 
Best of Sumter 
Year After Year!

33 West Liberty Street • Downtown Sumter
18 N. Brooks Street • Downtown Manning

www.reliablepawnshop.com

Monday–Friday 10am–6pm; Saturday 10am–5pm
Thank You For Making Us #1

Did You Know?

“Make Your Dollars Go Further at Reliable Pawn Shop”

The mark up on new jewelry is 
roughly 300% and even more on 
engagement rings?

Shop Pre-Owned for

Huge Savings!Huge Savings!

33 West Liberty Street • Downtown Sumter
18 N. Brooks Street • Downtown Manning

#1

“The Informer” (1935): Ford 
scored his first Oscar for directing this 
intense drama with a great performance 
by Victor McLaglen as an Irish 
Republican Army rebel whose actions 
endanger him.
“Stagecoach” (1939): The film that 
really put Ford on the map in box-office 
terms, this Western classic also boosted 
John Wayne (who would be a frequent 
Ford collaborator) to stardom as a 
fugitive who crosses paths with travelers 
crossing dangerous territory. The movie 
leads a Turner Classic Movies night 
of Ford features Wednesday, June 5, 
promoting a new edition of the TCM 
podcast “The Plot Thickens” about the 
director.
“The Grapes of Wrath” (1940): 
One of the greatest American screen 
dramas, Ford’s version of the John 
Steinbeck novel about a migrant family 
earned him his second directing Oscar 
and gave significant roles to Henry 
Fonda and fellow Academy Award 
recipient Jane Darwell.
“How Green Was My Valley” 
(1941): Ford earned another Oscar for 
directing this drama, deemed its year’s 
best picture at the Academy Awards, 
about a Welsh mining family. Co-star 
Donald Crisp also emerged an Oscar 
winner.
“The Quiet Man” (1952): Yet 
another movie that brought Ford an 
Oscar, this spirited St. Patrick’s Day 
television staple boasts the wonderful-
looking combination of John Wayne, 
Maureen O’Hara and Ireland.
“Mister Roberts” (1955): Ford 
started the screen version of the stage 
hit about a Navy ship’s crew toward the 
end of World War II, but conflict with 
title star Henry Fonda and health matters 
resulted in Mervyn LeRoy taking over the 
directing.
“The Searchers” (1956): 
Understandably considered by many 
to be the greatest Western ever made, 
this Ford saga teams him again with 
John Wayne, playing a Civil War 
veteran who spends years seeking his 
Comanche-abducted niece (Natalie 
Wood).
“The Man Who Shot Liberty 
Valance” (1961): The memorable 
teaming of Stewart as a lawyer and 
Wayne as a rancher who backs him 
against a vicious bully (Lee Marvin) 
informs this Western from Ford.
“How the West Was Won” 
(1962): With several directors 
participating in this massive production, 
Ford’s contribution was the Civil War-
related portion that starred George 
Peppard.
“Donovan’s Reef” (1963): The last 
of the many films Ford made with John 
Wayne is a boisterous, French Polynesia-
set comedy that folds in a number of 
social issues.

BY JAY BOBBIN 

Best  
JOHN FORD

MOVIES
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“PLATOON”
Writer-director Oliver Stone’s 

controversial, gripping and Os-
car-winning 1986 Vietnam War 
drama (which Stone based on his 
own military experiences) gets a 
home-video relaunch in a 4K Ultra 
HD Steelbook edition. Charlie 
Sheen has the central role of an 
impressionable young soldier who 
finds himself at the crux of a battle 
of wills between two sergeants 
(Tom Berenger, Willem Dafoe). 
Professional politics come into play 
as much as personality conflicts as 
the Army members try to deal with 
the grueling conditions and the 
sheer tension. Even almost 40 years 
later, the violence quotient of the 
film – whose four Academy Awards 
included those for best picture and 

director – makes it not for the weak 
of stomach; the superb cast also 
includes Keith David, Forest Whitak-
er, Kevin Dillon, John C. McGinley, 
Johnny Depp, Tony Todd and Dale 
Dye. **** (R: AS, N, P, GV)

“MANIFEST: THE COMPLETE 
SERIES”

A big hit for NBC when it be-
gan in 2018, this involving drama 
series ultimately ended its run with 
a fourth and last season of original 
episodes made for Netflix. When 
a passenger plane lands in New 
York after encountering severe tur-
bulence, those aboard discover that 
more than five years have passed, 
and many people close to them 
believed they had perished. As they 
try to resume their lives , the travel-
ers – who include a police detective 
and her professor brother, played 
by Melissa Roxburgh and Josh 
Dallas – have to deal not only with 
differences in their loved ones, but 
with supernatural and threatening 
remnants of their flight. A television 
version of a puzzle in many ways, 
the show (which included “Back to 
the Future” filmmaker Robert Ze-
meckis among its executive produc-
ers) also features Athena Karkanis, 
J.R. Ramirez, Luna Blaise, Jack Mes-
sina, Parveen Kaur and Matt Long. 
*** (Not rated: AS, P, V)

“THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN”
A fabulous cast enlivens director 

John Sturges’ classic 1960 West-
ern, an Americanization of Akira 
Kurosawa’s “Seven Samurai” that 
is being reissued in a 4K Ultra HD 
Steelbook edition. Yul Brynner gets 
top billing as a gunslinger who 

recruits others to help him defend 
the residents of a Mexican village 
against a bandit (Eli Wallach) and 
the latter’s gang. The rest of the 
“Seven” all have their own individ-
ual stories and are played by Steve 
McQueen, Charles Bronson, James 
Coburn, Robert Vaughn, Brad Dex-
ter and (in his “And Introducing” 
job) Horst Buchholz. The iconic 
theme music, composed by Elmer 
Bernstein, has been used many 
times since. Brynner’s robot-gun-
fighter character in 1973’s “West-
world” was pretty much based on 
the image he projected here. Mc-
Queen, Bronson and Coburn would 
work with Sturges again in another 
action staple, “The Great Escape” 
(1963). This picture inspired several 
sequels, though Brynner was the 
only star to return (and only for 
the first one), and a TV series – as 
well as a 2016 movie reboot that 
featured Denzel Washington. **** 
(Not rated: AS, V)

“GLORY”
Now in its 35th-anniversary year, 

director Edward Zwick’s historical 
Civil War drama – newly offered in 
a 4K Ultra HD Steelbook version – 
earned Denzel Washington his first 
Oscar. He plays an escaped slave 
who becomes one of the soldiers 
in the 54th Massachusetts Infantry 
Regiment. a principally Black divi-
sion of the Union Army, with Mat-
thew Broderick as the commanding 
officer, Captain Robert Gould 
Shaw (whose personal letters were 
among the sources of Kevin Jarre’s 
screenplay). Racial matters came 
into play as the unit trained for a 
takeover of Fort Wagner, a mission 
that seemed destined to result in 

considerable casualties, given the 
open beach that the soldiers would 
have to charge. Morgan Freeman, 
Cary Elwes, Andre Braugher and 
Cliff DeYoung also star in the 1989 
film; special features include delet-
ed scenes, an audio commentary 
by filmmaker Zwick and an interac-
tive map of pivotal Civil War sites. 
The picture also earned Academy 
Awards for cinematography and 
sound. **** (R: P, V)

“D-DAY: 80TH 
ANNIVERSARY”

Being released in the same week 
when the anniversary actually oc-
curs – on June 6 – this documentary 
compiles footage of related events, 
both in political chambers and 
on battlefields, that ultimately led 
to the invasion of Normandy by 
Allied forces to launch what was 
known by the code name Opera-
tion Overlord. It remains one of the 
largest such assaults via air and 
sea in history, and this recollection 
of it includes comments by military 
experts and some of those who ac-
tually participated in the mission, as 
well as images that have remained 
indelible since they first were cap-
tured. (Those visuals also have been 
sources for dramatic re-creations 
since, as with the memorable open-
ing of the Steven Spielberg-directed 
“Saving Private Ryan.”) *** (Not 
rated: V)

“MY FAVORITE THINGS:  
THE RODGERS & 
HAMMERSTEIN 80TH-
ANNIVERSARY CONCERT”

An impressive cast performs – as 
can be expected from the title – 

many of the best-loved tunes by one 
of the top teams in musical theater. 
“The Sound of Music,” “South 
Pacific,” “Oklahoma!” and “Carou-
sel” are among the stage classics 
excerpted by talents including 
Joanna Ampil, Michael Ball, Maria 
Friedman, Daniel Dae Kim (“The 
Good Doctor”), six-time Tony Award 
winner Audra McDonald (with one 
of those honors for “Carousel”), 
Julian Ovenden, Lucy St. Louis, Tony 
recipient Aaron Tveit, Marisha Wal-
lace and Patrick Wilson (the latter 
of whom was Tony-nominated for 
an “Oklahoma!” revival). Ensuring 
lush renderings of the songs, the 
vocalists are backed by a 40-piece 
orchestra in the event, which was 
recorded at London’s Theatre Royal 
Drury Lane. *** (Not rated)

Coming Home Soon
“GODZILLA X KONG: THE 

NEW EMPIRE” (JUNE 11)

“IMMACULATE” (JUNE 11)

“THE JEFFERSONS: THE 

COMPLETE SERIES” (JUNE 11)

“THE LONG GAME” (JUNE 11)

“SOUTH PARK: JOINING THE 

PANDERVERSE” (JUNE 11)

“AMERICAN FICTION” (JUNE 

18)

View from the Couch
BY JAY BOBBIN

Family Viewing Ratings
AS Adult situations

P Profanity
V Violence
N Nudity

GV Graphic Violence

Darkness and light: ‘The Acolyte’ rises on Darkness and light: ‘The Acolyte’ rises on 
Disney+Disney+

A new threat to the Jedi way of life rises. “The 

Acolyte,” the newest entry into the Star Wars uni-

verse, makes its series premiere Tuesday, June 4, on 

Disney+.

Based, as always, on the world, characters and 

original stories by Star Wars creator George Lucas, 

this new series takes a turn to the thrilling and myste-

rious side of sci-fi. Set in the High Republic era — for 

the first time in a live-action series — “The Acolyte” 

moves from the intergalactic battles of the Empire to 

smaller, more personal battles during this time of rare 

peace in the galaxy far far away.

“In ‘Star Wars: The Acolyte,’” says the official 

Disney+ press release, “an investigation into a shock-

ing crime spree pits a respected Jedi Master [Lee 

Jung-jae, “Squid Game”] against a dangerous war-

rior from his past [Amandla Stenberg, “The Hunger 

Games,” 2012]. As more clues emerge, they travel 

down a dark path where sinister forces reveal all is 

not what it seems….”

While further plot details are being kept tightly 

under wraps, series creator and showrunner Leslye 

Headland (“Russian Doll”) assures audiences that the 
series is set to move beyond the binaries of a battle 
of good versus evil, with twists and turns that are sure 
to keep viewers on their toes.

“If Star Wars is about the underdog versus the 
institution, [in ‘The Acolyte,’] the Jedi are the institu-
tion,” Headland said in an interview with Kristin Bav-
er, associate editor of StarWars.com. “I was so inter-
ested in a storyline where the Jedi were at the height 
of their power — and I don’t mean [‘The Phantom 
Menace’], because at that point, there’s a Sith Lord in 
the Senate that they’re not picking up on.”

She later continued, “If the bad guys are actually 
the underdog, it just seemed like a cool reversal.”

Included in the main series cast are Jung-jae as 
Jedi Master Sol, alongside Carrie-Anne Moss (“The 
Matrix,” 1999) as Master Indara. Stenberg’s charac-
ter is Mae, a former padawan who grew to become 
a dangerous warrior.

Also included in the series ensemble cast is Jodie 
Turner-Smith (“The Last Ship”), whose character de-
tails have yet to be released to the public. But, when 
speaking to Collider’s editor-in-chief Steve Weintraub, 
she revealed that: “I’m allowed to say … I’m really 
powerful. I use the Force, but I’m not a Jedi or a Sith.

“My character is a very powerful leader,” she con-
tinued, leaving an intriguing breadcrumb for fans.

The remainder of the series cast is filled out by 
Manny Jacinto (“The Good Place”), Dafne Keen (“His 
Dark Materials”), Charlie Barnett (“Russian Doll”), 
Rebecca Henderson (“Single Drunk Female”), Dean-
Charles Chapman (“Game of Thrones”) and Joonas 
Suotamo (“Solo: A Star Wars Story,” 2018).

Don’t let your eyes deceive you, this is a Star 
Wars adventure like never before. As Headland not-
ed to Baver, “whatever you think ‘The Acolyte’ is, it’s 
not that. It’s a drop in the bucket, baby. Just hang in 
there and check it out.”

“Star Wars: The Acolyte” premieres Tuesday, June 
4, on Disney+.

BY SARAH PASSINGHAM

Question quest: ‘The 1% Club’ Question quest: ‘The 1% Club’ 
makes its American cable makes its American cable 
debutdebut

Time to shake the cobwebs off 
your logic and critical thinking skills, 
as this once-British game show, “The 
1% Club,” makes its American debut 
Monday, June 3, on Fox.

Having initially dropped on Prime 
Video eight days earlier, “The 1% 
Club” acts as the first game show 
to make its debut on the streaming 
service, further spreading the reach 
of this international format. Since 
its launch in the U.K., the series has 
since found its footing in the Nether-
lands, Australia, Germany, France, 
Israel, Spain and Turkey, now finding 
yet another home in the U.S. with 
this brand-new version.

In each episode of the game 
show, funnyman Patton Oswalt — 
from the likes of “Ratatouille” (2007), 
“The King of Queens,” “The Gold-
bergs” and “The Sandman” — asks 
contestants a series of “increasingly 
difficult, logic-based questions,” says 
Fox.

Based on a scientific survey made 
to test the nation’s problem-solving 
skills, this compelling and hilarious 
game show “does not test intelli-
gence; instead, it inquires on the 
way your brain works through 15 
entertaining questions,” the network 
went on to explain.

The questions begin easy with the 

“90% question” — one that 90 out 
of 100 surveyed people answered 
correctly — and from there, each 
question builds in difficulty until the 
final, “1% question,” which was only 
answered correctly by one person 
asked.

“Whether you’re a contestant 
vying for the cash prize or a viewer 
playing with your friends and family 
on the app, answer enough ques-
tions correctly and you could earn 
yourself a place in the 1% Club: an 
elite group of people who can hon-
estly say they’ve outwitted 99% of 
the population,” Fox concludes.

Speaking to Deadline, Oswalt 
chimed in with his classic sense of 
self-aware humor: “As a proud mem-
ber of the 90%, it’s a privilege to 
host this show.”

Lauren Anderson, head of AVOD 
Originals, unscripted and targeted 
programming at Amazon MGM 
Studios, added: “Patton exudes all 
attributes of an iconic host, and we 
are thrilled he has joined us for the 
first-ever game show on Prime Video. 
[His] distinct combination of warmth 
and wit made him the ideal person.”

Produced by BBC Studios Los 
Angeles Productions and Magnum 
Media, “The 1% Club” premieres 
Monday, June 3, on Fox.

BY CAROLINE COLLACUTT
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SUNDAY
June 2, 2024warm, friendly atmosphere • painless experience • family oriented

5635 Broad St. Ext., 
Sumter, SC 29150
on the corner of 378 & 441

803.494.8466803.494.8466

-MEMBER-DentalTeamofSumter.com

Dr. R. Capers LeeDr. R. Capers Lee
 Dr. Hunter Lee! Dr. Hunter Lee!

Sign up for The Sumter Item’s free email 
newsletter.
www.theitem.com/newsletter

Our Commitment
To connect. To inform. To build a better Sumter. 
We are the microphone. You tell the story

Essentially local. 
Authentically 
Sumter.

Sign up for The Sumter Item’s free email 

www.theitem.com/newsletter

Our Commitment
To connect. To inform. To build a better Sumter. 
We are the microphone. You tell the story

Essentially local. 
Authentically 
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