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Will also add free monthly paper
to reach 28,000 households

STAFF REPORT

Starting in March, The
Sumter Item will print news-
papers twice a week, a week-
day edition on Wednesday and
a weekend edition on Satur-
day.

The paper will be mailed to
subscribers and still available
at racks across the communi-
ty as well as at The Item’s of-
fice in downtown Sumter.
Each paper will be larger and
filled with more local news
per edition, offering a longer
shelf life for articles and ad-
vertisers.

“We know some people
don’t like to see any changes
to their local newspaper, but
if we don’t change we won’t
survive. Our family appreci-
ates our readers and advertis-
ers and being a part of the
Sumter community, and these
changes we’re making moving
forward will ensure we re-
main able to bring local news
to Sumter, Clarendon and Lee
counties for years to come,”
Item co-owners Kyle and Jack
Osteen said in a joint state-
ment.

The change comes as the

to ch
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Item Publisher Vince Johnson: Changes at The ltem will make larger
community impact, benefit advertisers

Item Executive Editor Kayla Green: Amid time of uncertainty for newspapers,
Item changes will increase access to news
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to maintain a business model
that is becoming increasingly

cially related to printing and
delivery, continues to increase
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Dalzell native
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international
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ange delivery days

tal-first world. Traditional
print advertising that is out of
any employee’s control, like
inserts from big-box compa-
nies and classifieds, continues
to contract, making large-
scale innovation necessary.

“These challenges are not
unique to The Sumter Item,”
said Vince Johnson, publish-
er. “Every newspaper across
the country is facing similar
challenges as consumer be-
havior has changed, and The
Item’s strong performance
around consistent innovation
and building community trust
has enabled us to be where we
are today.”

As The Item, which has
been printing news since 1894

SEEITEM, PAGE A8

cost to produce news, espe- and impact The Item’s ability outdated in today’s digi-

Sumter School
Board Chair-
man The Rev.
Ralph Canty
talks during a
school board
meeting in
2023 at the
district office.

School board members and attorney say
recent Sumter NAACP allegations not true

the Sumter Branch of the NAACP
distributed two letters in recent
weeks accusing the board of ef-
forts to “intimidate” and “brow
beat” Superintendent William
Wright Jr.

The letters also make reference
to Wright’s employment contract
with the board and an extension
that he could have received at the

In letters, group says trustees have harassed Wright

and question correspondence with other schools
BRUCE MILLS / THE
SUMTER ITEM posed merger with Liberty
STEAM Charter School and Wil-
son Hall are unfounded.

Sumter School District Board
of Trustees Chairman Ralph
Canty, Vice Chairwoman Bonnie
Disney and district attorney
Allen Smith spoke this week after

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Sumter school board members
and their attorney say accusa-
tions of racial mistreatment and
harassment of the superinten-
dent and concern about a sup-
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH —
BOOSTING BLACK VOICES

Item reporter
Maple to explore
self-expression
through arts in
February series

ere we are again, Sumter —
same month, same mission,

new people.

Last year at this time, I was gearing up
to get real with you all about my inhibi-
tions of growing up and becoming who

I'm destined to be. That
journey of self-explora-
tion started with a series
called “Where I Stand.”
Michaela Angela Davis,
Erika Williams and Sum-
ter County Councilman
Jim McCain were the
trio that accompanied
me on this journey, shar-
ing their own testaments
of what it took to be seat-
ed in the positions they hold. I laughed, I
cried, I lived, and my eyebrow did that
weird twitchy thing out of confusion
every now and then — but overall, I real-
ized that my journey of self-exploration

Residents take advantage of early voting for primary

PHOTOS BY ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM
Early voters visited Sumter County Courthouse on Friday to cast their ballots ahead of the S.C. Democratic primaries on Sat-
urday, Feb. 3, voting both inside the building and curbside. Polls will be open on Saturday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. The Republi-
can primaries will take place at the end of the month. For results, check www.theitem.com.

Alaysha Maple
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NOT A BAD WEEKEND
Partly sunny Saturday and
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ter locals heard from multiple

ures Thursday, Jan. 25. Coming
ahead of the Democratic primary

Gavin Newsom, Congressman
Dean Phillips and DNC Chairman
Jaime Harrison encouraged Mor-
ris College students to get out
and vote.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KjbRIMub-W4

Morris College students and Sum-

state and national Democratic fig-

on Feb. 3, speakers California Gov.

Court filing discloses personal
relationship between Fani Willis,
prosecutor hired in Trump case

BY KATE BRUMBACK
Associated Press

ATLANTA — A court filing
Friday disclosed that Fulton
County District Attorney Fani
Willis is involved in a "person-
al relationship"”
with a special
prosecutor she
hired for the
Georgia election
interference case
against former
President Donald
Trump, but she
argues there are
no grounds to dismiss the case
or to remove her from the
prosecution.

Willis hired special prosecu-
tor Nathan Wade in November
2021 to assist her investigation
into whether the Republican
ex-president and others broke
any laws as they tried to over-
turn his loss in the 2020 presi-
dential election in Georgia.
Since Trump and 18 others
were indicted in August, Wade
has led the team of lawyers
Willis assembled to prosecute

WILLIS

the case.

In an affidavit accompany-
ing the filing, Wade said that
in 2022, he and the district at-
torney had developed a per-
sonal relationship in addition
to their "professional associa-
tion and friendship."

But he also said that he had
never lived with Willis or
shared a financial account or
household expenses with her.
He said that none of the funds
paid to him as part of the job
have been shared with Willis,
an attempt to undercut de-
fense lawyer claims of a con-
flict of interest.

Wade described himself and
Willis as "both financially in-
dependent professionals; ex-
penses or personal travel were
roughly divided equally be-
tween us."

"At times," Wade said, "I
have made and purchased
travel for District Attorney
Willis and myself from my
personal funds. At other
times District Attorney Willis
has made and purchased
travel for she and I from her

personal funds."

"I have no financial interest
in the outcome of the 2020
election interference case or in
the conviction of any defen-
dant," he wrote.

The Friday filing by Willis'
team came in response to a
motion filed last month by de-
fense attorney Ashleigh Mer-
chant, who represents Trump
co-defendant Michael Roman.
The motion alleged that Willis
and Wade were in an inappro-
priate romantic relationship
that created a conflict of inter-
est. The filing seeks to dismiss
the case and to have Willis and
Wade and their offices barred
from further prosecuting the
case.

Trump and at least one
other co-defendant, Georgia at-
torney Robert Cheeley, have
filed motions to join Roman's
effort to dismiss the indict-
ment and remove Willis from
the case.

Fulton County Superior
Court Judge Scott McAfee,
who's presiding over the elec-
tion case, has set a Feb. 15
hearing on Roman's motion.
Willis and Wade are among a
dozen witnesses Merchant has
subpoenaed to testify at that
hearing.

The Friday filing asks McA-
fee to dismiss Roman's motion
without a hearing.

Trump and other Willis crit-
ics have capitalized on allega-

tions about the relationship
between Willis and Wade,
using them to try to cast doubt
on the legitimacy of the case.
The former president has also
accused Willis — and the pros-
ecutors in three other criminal
cases against him — of engag-
ing in political attacks as he
appears poised to become the
2024 Republican nominee for
president.

Willis, an elected Democrat,
is up for reelection this year.
The allegations could become
a campaign issue if anyone de-
cides to challenge her.

Roman's motion questions
Wade's qualifications to be in-
volved in a complex prosecu-
tion under Georgia's anti-rack-
eteering law. It also accuses
Willis of personally profiting
from the case, saying she had
paid Wade more than $650,000
for his work and then benefit-
ed when Wade used his earn-
ings to pay for vacations the
pair took together.

For weeks after the motion
was filed on Jan. 8, neither
Willis nor Wade publicly ad-
dressed the allegations of a
secret romantic relationship.
But Willis defended Wade's
qualifications and her deci-
sion to hire him during an im-
passioned address Jan. 14
when she was the invited
speaker at a service honoring
the Rev. Martin Luther King
dJr. at a historic Black church

in Atlanta.

Roman's motion did not in-
clude any concrete proof for
the allegations of a romantic
relationship between Willis
and Wade. But in a filing in
Wade's divorce case, his wife
included credit card state-
ments that showed Wade had
bought plane tickets for Willis
to travel with him to San Fran-
cisco and Miami.

Also Friday, U.S. Rep. Jim
Jordan, chair of the House Ju-
diciary Committee, sent Willis
a subpoena for any documents
or communications related to
her office's receipt and use of
federal funds, as well as any
documents or communications
referring or relating to any al-
legations of the misuse of fed-
eral funds by her office.

"We are proud of our grant
programs and our partnership
with the Department of Jus-
tice that makes Fulton County
a safer, more just place," Willis
said Friday in a statement re-
sponding to Jordan's subpoe-
na.

Jordan has sent several let-
ters to Willis since September
requesting information. Each
time, she has refused to send
the requested information,
saying the congressman's re-
quests violate the principles of
federalism and separation of
powers and accusing him of
trying to interfere with a crim-
inal prosecution.
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Tales of Quail

t was a very cold morning,

and I was out for a walk on

our property. The sun was
up, and the weeds and broom
straw glistened in the early light.
A big covey of quail thundered
up from the ditch bank and
sailed over the dog fennel to-
ward the woods. They have al-
ways startled me with

just out of town. It was cold, and we
sat in the car with the heater run-
ning for a little while. When my dad,
my brother and I stepped out, there
was frost on the grasses and our
breaths billowed out like steam.
Daddy let the dog out of the
trunk, and off we went. I remember
he made stern commands to our En-
glish pointer, who was very eager.
We crossed a cut cornfield, and the
dog froze in a point just ahead of us.
As we approached, a covey of birds
burst from the field and sailed over a
nearby fence line. I managed

their sudden burst into
flight. But I was very

pleased to see them.

We hear them from our
front porch and see them
scurry across the driveway

to focus on the last quail in
the group, aimed and fired. I
was amazed to see the puff
of feathers and to see the
bird go down.

We hunted quail for years
until deer hunting, duck

during the summer months.
The familiar bobwhite calls  Dan
start in April, peak during
the mating season in May
and linger on through June
and July. The calls dwindle in Au-
gust and September. We do not hear
them or see them very much
through the fall and winter. Occa-
sionally I’ll hear a soft assembly call
late in the afternoon.

The quail are here on our land.
They are here because the habitat is
here. They are not hunted here.
When I hear them or see them, I
think back to my younger days when
wild quail were more plentiful, and
we hunted them around our home in
Clarendon County.

We could walk from our house in
almost any direction and hunt quail
over farms and fields. We kept a bird
dog and did most of our quail hunt-
ing after the deer season and duck
seasons ended. Late January and the
whole month of February was quail
hunting time. There were a few trips
farther from home to hunt the
“birds,” but we didn’t need to go too
far. There was good quail habitat ev-
erywhere.

I guess it was just coincidence that
there was habitat. There were small-
er farms, bushy ditch banks and idle
farm land. There were less preda-
tors, too. We shot every hawk and
owl that we encountered. They were
quail Kkillers, and we didn’t want
them taking the birds.

I shot my first quail when I was a
youngster 9 or 10 years old. I remem-
ber that morning like it was just yes-
terday. We drove out to a small farm

Geddings

hunting and eventually rab-
bit hunting became our
focus. The landscape
changed so much that it got
hard to find enough birds to
hunt. The habitat was changing, and
it was just coincidence.

Several years ago, I was invited to
a quail hunt on a preserve by a busi-
ness associate. The birds were farm
raised and put out in the field ahead
of the hunt. It was not the same. I
was disappointed and vowed not to
do that again. There are a few places
now where landowners have invest-
ed efforts to make prime habitat for
bobwhite quail. The habitat work is
expensive but can produce good
numbers of wild birds. There are
also USDA programs designed to
help restore quail habitat.

I think I'll just live with my mem-
ories and home-grown “birds,” but
recently my friend and Sumter na-
tive Jon Wongrey has written a book
on quail hunting. "A Covey of Tales"
is a collection of quail hunting sto-
ries about the dogs, the people and
the land of the bobwhite quail. It’s
good reading and includes a fore-
word by baseball great Bobby Rich-
ardson.

Jon has published several other
books recently and will have a book
signing next Saturday at Simpson
Hardware on Wesmark Boulevard.
One of his books would make an ex-
cellent gift at Valentine's Day for
your significant other or sweetheart.
Stop by and check it out. Tell him I
sent you.

Reach Dan Geddings at cdgeddings@
gmail.com.

S.C. Wildlife Federation hosts Spring
Soirée March 2, ticket sales end Feb. 16

SUBMITTED

The South Carolina Wildlife Federa-
tion is hosting a Spring Soirée fundrais-
er on Saturday, March 2, from 6 to 9 p.m.
at Saluda Shoals River Center in Colum-
bia. In celebration of World Wildlife Day,
join SCWF staff, board and friends for
an evening celebrating local wildlife in
South Carolina. The event will include
food by Scott Hall and Paella South, an
open bar by Twist, live music by John
Emil and raffles to win prizes. Buy tick-
ets and sponsorships before sales close
on Friday, Feb. 16.

The spotted salamander, Venus fly-
trap, loggerhead sea turtle, prothonotary
warbler, monarch butterfly, shortnose
sturgeon and bottlenose dolphin have
been chosen as the signature species for
the event to show their connection to the
world and the uniqueness of South Car-
olina.

The spotted salamander is the state
amphibian and the only amphibian in-
digenous to South Carolina. The rare
Venus flytrap can only be found in the
wild in the Carolinas and recently be-

came the official state carnivorous plant.
The loggerhead sea turtle migrates long
distances to S.C., nesting along the
beaches and swimming all the way to
their foraging grounds in the Sargasso
Sea. Prothonotary warblers and mon-
arch butterflies also travel impressively
long distances, flying thousands of miles
from their wintering grounds to South
Carolina. Shortnose sturgeon is an en-
dangered fish that migrates through our
rivers and coastal waters. Charismatic
bottlenose dolphins glide through the
coastal waters and can be found
strand-feeding along the beaches, one of
the only places in the world where you
can see this spectacular feeding behav-
ior.

Sponsorships for the event include
early entry to a VIP hour from 5to 6
p.m. All donations made to SCWF, in-
cluding the proceeds from the event,
stay in the state to help local wildlife and
their habitats.

For more information about the event
and to purchase tickets and sponsor-
ships, visit www.scwforg/
events/2024/3/2/spring-soiree.

Western monarch butterflies
overwintering in California
dropped by 30% last year

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The num-
ber of western monarch butterflies
overwintering in California dropped by
30% last year, likely because of how wet
it was, researchers said this week.

Volunteers who visited sites in Cali-
fornia and Arizona around Thanksgiv-
ing tallied more than 230,000 butterflies,
compared to 330,000 in 2022, according to
the Xerces Society, an environmental
nonprofit that focuses on the conserva-
tion of invertebrates.

The population of orange-and-black
insects has rebounded in recent years to
the hundreds of thousands after it
plummeted in 2020 to just 2,000 butter-
flies, which was a record low. But even
though the butterfly bounced back, its
numbers are still well below what they
were in the 1980s, when monarchs num-
bered in the millions.

Scientists say the butterflies are at
critically low levels in western states be-
cause of destruction to their milkweed
habitat along their migratory route due
to housing construction and the in-
creased use of pesticides and herbicides.

Climate change is also one of the
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main drivers of the monarch's threat-
ened extinction, disrupting the butter-
fly's annual 3,000-mile migration syn-
ched to springtime and the blossoming
of wildflowers.

"Climate change is making things
harder for a lot of wildlife species, and
monarchs are no exception," said Emma
Pelton, a monarch conservation biolo-
gist with the Xerces Society. "We know
that the severe storms seen in California
last winter, the atmospheric rivers back
to back, are linked at some level to our
changing climate."

Western monarchs head south from
the Pacific Northwest to California each
winter, returning to the same places and
even the same trees, where they cluster
to keep warm. They breed multiple gen-
erations along the route before reaching
California, where they generally arrive
in early November. Once warmer
weather arrives in March, they spread
east of California.

On the eastern side of the Rocky
Mountains, another monarch popula-
tion travels from southern Canada and
the northeastern United States to cen-
tral Mexico. Scientists estimate that the
monarch population in the eastern U.S.
has fallen by about 80% since the mid-
1990s, but the drop-off in the western
U.S. has been even steeper.

773-6480
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U.S. hits hard at militias in Iraq and Syria
in retaliation for fatal drone attack

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. mili-
tary launched an air assault on dozens
of sites in Iraq and Syria used by Irani-
an-backed militias and the Iranian Rev-
olutionary Guard on Friday, in the
opening salvo of retaliation for the
drone strike that Kkilled three U.S. troops
in Jordan last weekend, according the
the U.S. military and officials.

President Joe Biden and other top
U.S. leaders had been warning for days
that America would strike back at the
militias, and they made it clear it
wouldn’t be just one hit but a “tiered re-
sponse” over time.

“This afternoon, at my direction, U.S.
military forces struck targets at facili-
ties in Iraq and Syria that the IRGC and
affiliated militia use to attack U.S. forc-
es,” Biden said in a statement Friday.
“Our response began today. It will con-
tinue at times and places of our choos-
ing.”

The massive barrage of strikes by

manned and unmanned aircraft hit
more than 85 targets at seven locations,
including command and control head-
quarters, intelligence centers, rockets
and missiles, drone and ammunition
storage sites and other facilities that
were connected to the militias or the
IRGC’s Quds Force, the Guard’s expedi-
tionary unit that handles Tehran’s rela-
tionship and arming of regional mili-
tias.

U.S. Central Command said the
strikes used more than 125 precision
munitions, and they were delivered by
numerous aircraft, including long-
range bombers flown from the United
States. One official, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity to discuss details
of the operation, said B-1 bombers were
used.

Two Iraqi militia officials who spoke
on condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to speak to
journalists said that three houses used

as headquarters were targeted in al-Qa-
im, Iraq, including a weapons storage
area. An operations headquarters of
the Popular Mobilization Forces, a coa-
lition of Iranian-backed militias, in
Akashat, Iraq, and weapons stores were
targeted.

The assault came came just hours
after Biden and top defense leaders
joined grieving families to watch as the
remains of the three Army Reserve sol-
diers were returned to the U.S. at Dover
Air Force Base in Delaware.

It was unclear what the next steps
will be, or whether the days of U.S.
warnings have sent militia members
scattering into hiding, making it more
difficult to detect and strike them. But it
was evident that the recent statement
released by Kataeb Hezbollah, one of
the main Iran-backed militias, saying it
was suspending attacks on American
troops had no impact on the adminis-
tration’s plans.

The U.S. strikes appeared to stop
short of directly targeting Iran or se-
nior leaders of the Revolutionary
Guard Quds Force within its borders, as
the U.S. tries to prevent the conflict
from escalating even further. Iran has
denied it was behind the Jordan attack.

Just Friday morning, Iran’s hard-line
President Ebrahim Raisi reiterated ear-
lier promises by Tehran to potentially
retaliate for any U.S. strikes targeting
its interests. We “will not start a war,
but if a country, if a cruel force wants
to bully us, the Islamic Republic of Iran
will give a strong response,” Raisi said.

In a statement this week, Kataib Hez-
bollah announced “the suspension of
military and security operations
against the occupation forces in order
to prevent embarrassment to the Iraqi
government.” But Harakat al-Nujaba,
one of the other major Iran-backed
groups, vowed Friday to continue mili-
tary operations against U.S. troops.

Senators reach deal on border policy
bill. Now it faces uphill fight to passage

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen-
ate negotiators on Friday
reached a deal on a proposal to
overhaul the asylum system at
the U.S. border with Mexico,
clearing the way for Democrat-
ic and Republican Senate lead-
ers to begin the difficult task of
convincing Congress to pass a
national security package that
will include tens of billions of
dollars for Ukraine and immi-
gration enforcement, as well as
funding for Israel and other
American allies.

Sen. Chris Murphy, the lead
Democratic negotiator, posted
on social media Friday that a
deal had been reached and that
text of the bill would be re-
leased over the weekend. Sena-
tors are still working on finish-
ing the rest of the package,
which was initiated by a re-
quest from President Joe Biden
for $110 billion for wartime aid
for allies, domestic defense
manufacturing, humanitarian

assistance for conflicts around
the world and managing the in-
flux of migrants at the
U.S.-Mexico border.

Senators are preparing for a
key test vote on the package
next week, but it already faces a
steep climb through Congress.
Republicans in both chambers
have balked at compromises on
border security policy. Senate
Republicans had initially de-
manded that the package in-
clude border policy changes,
but Donald Trump, the GOP's
likely presidential nominee, has
become a vocal opponent of the
legislation.

"Republicans said the border
is a priority and we should craft
a bipartisan bill to help control
the border. We did that. We
have a deal," Murphy said on
the platform X, formerly Twit-
ter. He added: "It's decision
time."

The core group of negotia-
tors has been laboring for

months to craft a package that
can win support from a biparti-
san coalition of moderates in
Congress. As they prepared to
allow the details of the bill to be
scrutinized, it remained to be
seen whether they could cobble
together the requisite support
from both sides of the aisle.

"The criticisms are based on
rumors and misconceptions,”
Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, an Arizo-
na independent who was cen-
tral to crafting the bill, said on
Thursday.

Senate Democrats, increas-
ingly wary of the political vul-
nerabilities facing Biden and
their party on immigration,
have become more comfortable
with the contours of the pack-
age, though progressive and
Hispanic members of the
House are still expected to op-
pose the border policy changes
in droves if it passes the Senate.

On the right, many conserva-
tives oppose both continued

funding for Ukraine as well as
compromises on border en-
forcement. House Speaker Mike
Johnson has repeatedly de-
clared he won't compromise on
hardline border enforcement
measures, but he has said he
will not pass final judgment
until he is able to read the bill.

As GOP lawmakers view the
political repercussions of enact-
ing immigration laws in the
midst of an election year, many
Trump allies have argued that
Congress does not even need to
act because presidents already
have enough authority on the
border. And in a sign they will
try to stop the bill from advanc-
ing to a final vote, some have
lobbied leaders to give them
weeks to make further changes
through committee hearings.

The legislation, according to
Sinema, largely focuses on how
to tamp down the growing
number of people who come to
the border seeking protection
from persecution for their race,
religion, political affiliation or
membership in a discriminated
group.

Asylum is a key part of inter-
national law and the U.S.'s abili-

ty to advance human rights, but
the system has become over-
whelmed in recent years with
asylum applications, creating
years-long waits for asylum
cases to be heard, even though
many migrants fail to prove
their asylum case in the end.

The bill seeks to address that
by dramatically speeding up
the process, making it tougher
for people to enter the asylum
system and denying them the
ability to apply for asylum if il-
legal border crossings grow to
become unmanageable for au-
thorities. Most migrants who
seek asylum would receive an
initial interview, known as a
credible fear screening, within
days of arriving at the border.
They would then either be ex-
pelled from the country or
given a work permit during a
months-long wait to have their
case heard by an immigration
judge.

Immigration advocates are
concerned the proposal would
deprive asylum seekers of the
ability to make full cases, espe-
cially when they have just
made arduous and often trau-
matic journeys to get to the U.S.
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Bill Brown, World
War Il glider pilot

his issue of Reflec-

tions focuses on the

introduction of the
glider into military appli-
cations. Several men as-
signed to this new weapon
completed their training at
Shaw Field before enlist-
ing in the glider pilot
school at Twenty-Nine
Palms, Cali-
fornia. Rob-
ert N. Boy-
kin, Wil-
liam H.
Brown,
SammyWay John W.
REFLECTIONS Chastain,

Jackson L.

DuBose, William Harri-
son, William Moody, Wal-
ter S. Osborne and Charles
P. Osteen were the first
contingent of glider train-
ees from Sumter to enter
glider school. This report
focuses on the career of
William H. “Bill” Brown,
who received numerous
medals for his outstanding
military career.

Information and photos
used to prepare this piece
were acquired from The Sum-
ter Item archives, Wikipedia
Encyclopedia and the writings
of Cassie Nichols.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. R.
T. Brown, Flight Officer
Brown graduated from Sum-
ter High School in 1941. He
was employed by the South
Carolina Highway Patrol be-
fore entering the service. He
was in continual training as a
glider pilot both in the United
States and in England. Ac-
cording to Wikipedia Ency-
clopedia, the aircraft used to
train the pilots was the
CG-4A Glider. This glider was
“constructed of fabric cover-
ing wood and metal and was
operated by a pilot and copi-
lot. It had two fixed main-
wheels and a tailwheel. The
CG-4A could carry 13 troops
and their equipment. Cargo
loads could be a %-ton truck
@i. e. Jeep), a 75 mm howitzer

Col. William Brown

or a %-ton trailer, loaded
through the upward hinged
nose section.

"Douglas C-47 SkyTrains
were usually used to tow the
aircraft. A few Curtiss C-46
Commando tugs were also
used during and after Opera-
tion Plunder, the crossing of
the Rhine River in March
1945. A USAAF CG-4A tow
line consisted of a 350-foot
section of nylon.”

“The CG-4s went into opera-
tion in July 1943 during the
invasion of Sicily. They were
flown 450 miles across the
Mediterranean from North
Africa for nighttime assaults
such as Operation Ladbroke.
They participated in the
American airborne landings
in Normandy on June 6, 1944,
and in the China-Burma-India
Theater. Although not the in-
tention of the Army Air Forc-
es, gliders were generally con-
sidered expendable by
high-ranking European The-
ater officers and combat per-
sonnel; the gliders were aban-
doned or destroyed after land-
ing.”

Flight Officer William H.
Brown was a member of the
73rd Troop Carrier Squad-
ron, 9th Air Force. He partic-
ipated in a number of com-
bat operations including the
Normandy D-Day invasion.
He was awarded a Purple
Heart for injuries received in
this action. He also partici-
pated in Operation Market
Garden on Sept. 19, 1944, and
the invasion of Germany on
March 24, 1945. His glider
was hit by machine gun fire
and crash landed outside the
glider landing zone. He car-
ried a squad of 17th Air-
borne troopers who fought
their way back to the Allied
line. For this and numerous
acts of heroism, Flight Offi-
cer Brown received the

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS

Col. William H. Brown served as a glider pilot during World War Il, serving on D-Day in France and receiv-

ing the Purple Heart and other awards for his service.

This group of civilians arrived at Shaw Field recruiting station in June 1942 all set to “Soar to Victory,” sign-

ing up for glider pilot training.

Bronze Star.

Flight Officer William H.
Brown died in 2006. Models of
the gliders he flew during
WWII, which he constructed,
can be viewed at the Sumter
Military Museum.

Col. William Brown is seen with a glider. Flight Officer Brown was a member of the 73rd Troop Carrier
Squadron, 9th Air Force, and served during several operations, including D-Day in Normandy, France.

Col. William Brown wrote a letter to his son Robert Brown before
D-Day in June 1944.
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Air Force introduces F-94; EMT wins award for saving womans life

75 YEARS AGO — 1949
July 1218

« The body of First Lit.
Thomas L. Hutchings Jr., of
Sumter, formerly of George-
town, is scheduled to arrive
in Georgetown on Friday af-
ternoon. Funeral services will
be held from the graveside in
Elmwood Cemetery. Officiat-
ing will be the Rev. Dr. C. C.
Herbert, Methodist minister
of Georgetown. A native of
Georgetown, Lt. Hutchings
was a son of Thomas L.
Hutchings and Sara Bourne
Hutchings. He graduated
from Sumter High School and
attended The Citadel before
enrolling at West Point,
where he graduated. He was
killed in action while serving
in France.

« Sumter County Post 3034,
Veterans of Foreign Wars,
will sponsor the city’s new
traffic safety program in co-
operation with the police de-
partment. The action was
taken by the local VFW fol-
lowing an address by Mayor
W.E. Bynum, who was a guest
at the regular monthly combi-
nation business and supper
meeting.

» Morris College in Sumter
has been probationally re-ac-
credited by the state for pub-
lic school teacher training.
The school was taken off the
State Board of Education’s
accredited list a year ago.
Probational reinstatement
usually precedes full rein-
statement. The board said Di-
rector Ellison M. Smith of its
certification division recom-
mended reinstatement.

« Junior and senior swim-
ming classes, under the direc-
tion of the Sumter chapter of
the American Red Cross, will
begin Monday at Second Mill
and the Elks Club pool. The
classes are now being orga-
nized. Those who wish to en-
roll have been asked to con-
tact Mrs. George Thomas, ex-
ecutive secretary of the local
Red Cross group.

- It seems to some observ-
ers, in the fourth estate, that
the best way to see the world
is to get a job with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.
Here in Washington the fre-
quency with which officials
of that department study,
tour, investigate and observe
crop conditions all over the
world cannot be hidden.

» Speakers who will take
part in the open meeting to be
held here next week for the
purpose of discussing the
proposed Sumter Memorial
Home have been allotted a
specific number of minutes
for their talks. The meeting,
scheduled for Wednesday,
July 20, in the main court-
room of the county court-
house, is designed to cover a
period of 99 minutes. The ses-
sion will include addresses,
the selection of a steering
committee to guide the affairs
of the proposed home for the
chronically ill, aged and help-
less of this county and a gen-
eral discussion from among
those present.

« The SLC Shrine Club, of
which Dr. D. O. Winter is
president, has made its swim-
ming facilities at Pocalla
Springs available to the boys
and girls of Silver Center and
Jenkins Center, a city Recre-
ation Department spokesman
announced. The Shriners of
Sumter, Lee and Clarendon
counties are now using the
Pocalla Springs building as a
clubhouse, and in preparing
the building for this purpose,
work was also done on the
swimming pool.

 The public is invited to an
open house to be held by the
Columbia branch of the
South Carolina Area Trade
School on Wednesday, July 20.
The open house will feature a
television broadcast in the
school gymnasium received
from WBT in Charlotte on a
set assembled by the students
in the radio course at the
school, under the direction of
instructor A. H. Burnett. The
public will be invited to in-
spect the various night class-
es which will be in operation
and to see the machinery and
equipment which is available
for teaching South Carolin-

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTO

Joe Frazier, on motorcycle, and his friends laugh at a joke March 26,
1974, at Ralph V. Graham farm in Alcolu. Standing around the motor-
cycle from left are Louis Deneaux, Simon Jinks, Johnny Frazier and

Ralph Graham.

ians skilled trades.

» The Chicks ended a brief
two-game home stand last
night by sweeping both games
of the series from Charlotte’s
Hornets. The latest score was
7 to 4. As had been the case
the night before, the first half
of the ball game was a pitch-
ing duel with Ed Zukowski
and Frenchy Bourdette wag-
ing quite a struggler. Bour-
dette allowed two singles in
the first, and with a stolen
base thrown in, the Hornets
were able to score one run.
But from then on, until the
seventh, the Bees didn’t get a
hit off his cross-fire offerings.

- A new jet fighter aircraft
designed to fly and fight in
pitch darkness was an-
nounced today by the United
States Air Force. A radically
advanced version of the new
aircraft, designated the F-94
by the Air Force, is a 24-hour
night fighter. Its mission will
be high-altitude interception
of enemy attack, particularly
under conditions of weather
visibility that would ground
standard jet fighters.

« Service station operators
who handle Gulf Oil Products
in Sumter, Manning and
Camden attended a meeting
held by the company at Cutti-
no’s Place under the direction
of J.F. White, manager of the
Gulf District Office at Flor-
ence. The meeting was held to
award prizes to winners of a
recently completed motor oil
sales contest, to honor Gulf
dealers who last year con-
cluded 10 years of association
with the company and to
present a new program de-
signed to increase service sta-
tion sales volume.

50 YEARS AGO — 1974
March 22 - 28

» Sumter High’s tennis team
scored its first victory of the
young season by downing Mc-
Clenaghan of Florence, 8-1.
The Gamecocks, now 1-1,
swept every doubles match
and all but one of the singles
contests, while the singles
match that was dropped fea-
tured close competition. Sum-
ter High’s netters have a busy
week, as they host Orange-
burg-Wilkinson today and
then travel to Columbia for a
match with A.C. Flora on
Thursday.

» The Sumter Council of
Garden Clubs presented its
annual spring fashion show
in a new form this year —
many of the fashions shown
were made and modeled by
members of the garden clubs
which make up the council.
Held at the Alice Boyle Gar-
den Center on Wednesday,
three showings were given
throughout the day with the
first at 9:30 a.m.

« Members of the coaching
staff of the Lakeland Com-
munity College in Mentor,
Ohio, received keys to the city
from Mayor Richard P. Moses.
The coaches, along with their
various teams, spent about a
week in the Sumter area
practicing for their spring
sports and playing against
several sports teams at the

University of South Carolina
at Sumter. “We appreciate
your coming to Sumter,” said
the mayor, as he presented
each of the four coaches keys
to the city at the City-County
Office Building. “We hope if
you like it here that you will
come back again.”

- Several structures in Sum-
ter County sustained heavy
damage from the high winds
that struck Thursday morn-
ing. Two equipment sheds,
one barn and one carport be-
longing to H.E. Kirven Sr., of
Pinewood, were damaged by
severe winds about 9 a.m.
Thursday. According to H.E.
Kirven Jr., Kirven’s son, a
100-foot equipment shed was
completely damaged. “Half of
the roof of another equip-
ment shed, which was about
50 feet long, was blown off,
and half of the roof of the
large barn was blown off,”
Kirven said. “A large tree was
uprooted and blew down over
the carport in the back yard.”

» Beginning April 15, Char-
lie Hodgin will teach tennis
lessons for the Parks and Rec-
reation Department. Hodgin
is a well-known tennis player
who has won tournaments
throughout the South. His
two sons, Chuck and Mark,
are following in their father’s
footsteps and are ranked na-
tionally. The tennis clinics
will be held at various courts
depending on the number of
children and adults register-
ing.
» The Sumter County Chap-
ter of the Morris College
Alumni Association will host
a “Meet the President-Elect
Tea” on Sunday evening at
6:30 in Daniels Dining Hall on
campus. Dr. Luns C. Richard-
son, the current vice presi-
dent of Voorhees College and
former acting president of
Benedict College, will be the
featured guest at the tea. He
will assume presidential du-
ties at Morris College on July
1, 1974.

- Wilson Hall pushed across
arun in the top of the fourth
inning and then held off sev-
eral Thomas Sumter threats
to pull out the victory, 6-5.
Both teams erupted for big
five-run innings, Wilson Hall
in the second and Thomas
Sumter in the third, but other
than these big innings, only
one other run was scored.

» As part of a “week of ac-
tion learning,” St. Jude High
School of Sumter sent stu-
dents to various firms and
professional offices in the
community for a first-hand
look at different occupations.
Beatrice Jones was assigned
to The Item newsroom during
the week. Her chief guide and
friend for the week was Infor-
mation Please writer Vickie
Fickling, who was the first to
introduce her to The Item.
She learned the various du-
ties of reporters and some-
times accompanied them on
their rounds.

« The Santee-Wateree Men-
tal Health Center recently
began a volunteer program.
One of the aims of the volun-
teer program, according to

Marie Land, a registered oc-
cupational therapist with the
mental health center’s partial
patient program, is to involve
as much of the community
services and as much of a
person’s practical experience
as possible with the activity
programs. The program start-
ed after volunteers received
in-service training. “Potential
volunteers took a personality
test,” said Land, who coordi-
nated the volunteers. Train-
ing included discussions and
information on maintaining
confidentiality of the pa-
tients, how to listen and to
have empathy for patients.

25 YEARS AGO — 1999
Feb.1-6

» The cooler, wetter weather
of late has left some Sumter
residents looking for help
staying warm. Many of them
have turned to The Item’s
Fireside Fund, which helps
needy families buy kerosene,
wood, fuel oil or electricity to
heat their homes. “When they
saw the weather advisory
about it getting cool again,
naturally I got a lot of calls,”
said Lucy Copeland, a case-
worker with the Salvation
Army, which administers the
fund for the newspaper. Many
of these families heat with
kerosene and want to be pre-
pared for a predicted cold
snap, she said.

- Base closures. It’s a
phrase that can strike fear
into the hearts of communi-
ties with close ties to the mili-
tary. If Secretary of Defense
William Cohen and other mil-
itary officials get their way,
another round of base clo-
sures is on the horizon. Since
the early 1990s, the Sumter
community has come togeth-
er to keep Shaw Air Force
Base from shutting down.
Sumter Mayor Steve Creech
said, “We’ll never take (Shaw)
for granted, and we’ll always
be working hard.”

- Popular novelist Lois Bat-
tle will be the guest speaker
at the annual Friends of the
Library luncheon in May.
Barbara Adams, chairwoman
for the luncheon, says that
Battle is “a very interesting,
outspoken and colorful
woman. We expect that this
luncheon will be very enter-
taining.” Battle is known for
her strong narrative and
characters in such best-sell-
ing novels as “War Brides,”
“Storyville” and “Bed and
Breakfast” and for her candor
about such issues as femi-
nism and the changing South.

» Eddie Floyd always en-
joyed barbecuing for his fami-
ly and friends around the hol-
idays. Now he does it three
days a week for a living. Ed-
die’s Bar-B-Q, on U.S. 378 in
Turbeville, has been in busi-
ness since October, fulfilling
Floyd’s dream of opening a
business that one of this
three children can one day
take over. Floyd, 49, retired
last February from Liberty
Life Insurance and said he’s
always entertained the idea of
opening a barbecue restau-
rant.

« If current Senate plans for
military pay and benefits be-
come law, 1999 will be the
kind of year that comes along
once, perhaps twice, in a ser-
vice member’s career. The
good news continued Jan. 27
when Republicans and Demo-
crats on the Senate Armed
Services Committee went be-
hind closed doors to mark up
a bill that would boost com-
pensation by $42 billion over
six years.

« At first, Leroy Woods
thought the flames near In-
terstate 95 in Rocky Mount,
North Carolina, were coming
from a trash fire. But as the
vacationing Sumter County
emergency medical techni-
cian approached the blaze in
the August pre-dawn dark-
ness, Woods learned it was
actually a Ford sedan on fire.
Inside the car, engulfed in
flames, was a woman scream-
ing for help. What Woods did
next earned him the honor of
being named Sumter Coun-
ty’s Emergency Medical Tech-
nician of the Year for 1998.
The award was handed down

by American Legion Post No.
15 during the group’s annual
Law and Order Night. Woods
called for help and then
rushed to the car, which was
being rocked by mini explo-
sions coming from under the
hood. He also flagged down a
passing truck driver who had
a fire extinguisher. The two
used the extinguisher to hold
back the flames as they
pulled the Florida woman
from the front passenger’s
seat minutes before the car
exploded.

- Terrence Scriven wore a
look of relief on his face after
he and his Claflin College
basketball team defeated
Morris College 90-81. It wasn’t
so much the fact the Panthers
had won — even though they
were forced to fight back from
an 18-point first-half deficit.
Scriven’s respite was due to
the performance he had: 26
points on 6-of-14 shooting
from the field, including 3-of-6
from 3-point range, while hit-
ting 11 of 13 free throws. “It
felt good to finally get out of
the slump that I was in,” said
Scriven, a former Sumter
High standout who is now a
senior point guard for Claflin.

- To Joe Heriot, volunteer-
ing just means spending time
outdoors and helping whom-
ever he can. To the Sumter
Family YMCA, Heriot’s vol-
unteering is worthy of its
highest honor. Each year, the
Y gives its Humanitarian of
the Year award to someone
who gives time and energy to
help others, said Rand Bailey,
the Y’s chief executive officer.
This year, the past five win-
ners of the award chose Heri-
ot, 68, to receive the honor.
“Joe is one of those unsung
heroes around the Y that
never tells you no,” Bailey
said. “Anywhere from putting
finish on the (gym) floor to
soliciting money on the capi-
tal campaign, he’s a guy who
does what he says he’s going
to do.”

 “It’s a long story.” That’s
what Sumter Police Chief
Harold Johnson told city
council members about the
progress of a joint city-coun-
ty project to upgrade the local
911 emergency phone system
and the radios used by emer-
gency workers. Johnson is
spearheading Sumter’s tran-
sition to Enhanced 911 — or
E-911 — which will automati-
cally show dispatchers for po-
lice, fire and medical services
the location a telephone call
is coming from as soon as the
dispatchers answer the
phone. Currently, callers have
to tell emergency operators
where they are calling from
so authorities can respond.

- An apparent flu bug
brought officials from a num-
ber of emergency service
agencies to a nursing home
on Sumter’s North Main
Street on Tuesday morning.
Fearing something serious
after some residents at the
home reported weakness and
shortness of breath, emergen-
cy workers quarantined the
60-bed Carriage House short-
ly after 10 a.m. and rerouted
traffic on North Main to
make way for ambulances
and fire trucks. A crew from
South Carolina Electricity
and Gas checked the home for
a gas leak but found nothing.
It turned out it was just a flu
bug.

- Sickle cell anemia is a
painful genetic illness that af-
fects 289 of every 100,000
Black Americans and thou-
sands of other Americans of
different ethnic origins.
There is no effective treat-
ment for sickle cell disease,
but medical advances and
early detection of the illness
have greatly improved the life
expectancy of those affected.
Bertha Willis, a retired teach-
er and current member of
VISTA (Volunteers in Service
to America), is the new repre-
sentative of the James R.
Clark Memorial Sickle Cell
Foundation for Sumter and
Clarendon counties. It’s her
mission to educate people
about the illness, help them
get screened for sickle cell
trait and get genetic counsel-
ing.
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is a never-ending one, so I need to
make the most of each opportunity I
am given to learning and loving who I
truly am.

But, as a true Aquarius, the wonder-
ing didn’t stop there.

Many of you reached out to me
about how “Where I Stand” touched
you, and even some of your children,
in a special way. You shared that you
wonder the same questions and that
hearing from people who triumphed
over such tribulations made you feel
valid and encouraged in working
through your weighted wonderings.

But then that made me wonder if my
journey out of the millions out there
could move people, then why not
share the journey of another — or six
others?

Think of this series as an extension
of the first. However, instead of where
I stand, it’s where we stand — we as in
the arts community.

This Black History Month, we’ll
bring you — through both written and
visual mediums — in on conversations
between art lovers and local humani-
tarians on the importance of self-ex-
pression through the arts and adja-
cent skills in what we're calling this
installment of the series, “Boosting
Black Voices.” The individuals fea-

tured this month will unveil the adver-
sities that came along with pursuing
their colorful passions and how, de-
spite them, they have emerged confi-
dent in the exploration of their identi-
ty.

Let me just point out that word:
identity. I've seen more of this word in
the past year than in my two decades
of living. It was a word that once felt
foreign to me, as I never believed its
meaning applied to me. “The distin-
guishing character or personality of
an individual” is how Merriam-Web-
ster defines it. This time last year, I
didn’t feel distinguished from my
peers, solely because I didn’t think
what made me special was special.

Safe to say, I've given myself way
more credit and grace at 24 than I
have in my adolescent and teenage
years; young Alaysha would be proud.

But I want this second installment
of this self-exploration series to be one
where you get to see how beautiful
and diverse identities can be for peo-
ple who look like me. You see us on
stage and in your schools but never re-
ally know the depths of what makes
us who we are.

Words can’t express how honored I
am to embark on this journey again,
this time sharing the mic with some
equally amazing people and their un-
believable talents, and I can’t wait for
you, Sumter, to see it for yourselves.

ITEM FROM PAGE A1

and has remained family
owned since its inception, em-
barks on a new era, those mis-
sion-driven priorities to con-
sistently evolve and build
community trust will not di-
minish. In fact, these changes
will allow The Item’s staff to
refocus their efforts on the pa-
per’s most efficient products
to bring subscribers and read-
ers the best-quality reporters
and promotions.

There will be an increased
focus on areas of growth,
such as newsletters, video sto-
rytelling and digital-first con-

tent. News itself is never
going away. The Item will con-
tinue to produce reliable, fair,
local news and storytelling
daily across digital platforms.
One of those benefits of
freeing up time and resources
will be the creation of a
brand-new newspaper serving
Sumter. Published on the
third Friday of each month,
The Item Impact will be
mailed directly — without the
requirement of a paid sub-
scription — to more than
28,000 households in Sumter.
“The Item Impact is ‘Local
News for Everyone,’ the best
we can produce,” Johnson
said. “And it will be the most
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distributed local news product
in decades.”

This paper will be a plat-
form for local advertisers to
connect directly to mailboxes
around Sumter County, pro-
moting the growth of Sumter.
It will impact change and bet-
ter inform the public about
the community and people
around them.

“This next step in the long
history of The Sumter Item
will actually poise us to reach
more people than we are right
now,” said Kayla Green, exec-
utive editor. “News has never
been free to produce, but
being able to offer a robust
paper to the community with-

out requiring a subscription is
a huge step toward creating
more equitable access to in-
formation we all need to live
better, more informed lives.”

The first expanded Week-
end Edition will be published
Saturday, March 2. On Tues-
day, March 5, there will be no
paper, and the first expanded
Weekday Edition will run on
Wednesday, March 6.

The inaugural Item Impact
cost-free monthly paper will
land in mailboxes throughout
Sumter on Friday, March 15.

There are special rates for
advertisers who want to be
part of this historic product
for The Sumter Item and local

community. Email your sales
representative or advertis-
ing@theitem.com to learn
more.

The staff of The Sumter
Item appreciates everyone
who is a part of the commu-
nity that supports local news.
We would not be here — and
would not want to be — with-
out our subscribers, readers
and advertisers. If you have
questions, please call our
customer service representa-
tives at (803) 774-1200, exten-
sion 1, Monday-Thursday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Fri-
day from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., or
email circulation@theitem.
com.

Congratulations to Dr. Clark on

his doctoral accomplishment
and career accolades.

Dr. Marquice Clark is the son of Rev. James and
Alethia Clark. Mister Clark is the youngest of four
boys and thoroughly enjoys being the baby of the
family. Dr. Clark is married to his high school sweet-
heart and together they have two children.

Dr. Clark was educated in the public schools of
Sumter County. He now holds the Bachelor of Science
Degree in Elementary Education with a minor in His-
tory from Morris College. He also holds a Master of
Arts Degree in Administration and Supervision and
an Ed.S degree from Furman University. In December
of 2023, Mister Clark received his Educational Doc-
torate from Clemson University.

Dr. Clark is the current principal of the Cleveland
Academy of Leadership in Spartanburg, SC where un-
der his leadership, the school received the first “Excel-
lent” report card rating in the school’s history.

Congratulations to Dr. Clark

on his doctoral accomplish-

ment and career acco-
lades.
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excitement, skepticism over
Amelia Earhart's final flight
BY JAMES POLLARD veered into the absurd, includ-
and BEN FINLEY ing abduction by aliens, or Ear-
Associated Press hart living in New Jersey
under an alias. Others specu-

COLUMBIA — A grainy late she and Noonan were exe-
sonar image recorded by a pri- cuted by the Japanese or died
vate pilot has reinvigorated in- as castaways on an island.
terest in one of the past centu- "Amelia is America's favorite
ry's most alluring mysteries: missing person,” Romeo said.
What happened to Amelia Ear- Deep Sea Vision's is hardly
hart when her plane vanished the first foray. David Jourdan
during her flight around the said his exploration company
world in 1937? Nauticos searched in vain on

Numerous expeditions have three separate expeditions be-
turned up nothing, only con- tween 2002 and 2017, surveying
firming that swaths of ocean an area of seafloor about the
floor held no trace of her twin- APFILEPHOTo  Size of Connecticut. Those ef-
tailed monoplane. Tony Romeo  Amelia Earhart, the first woman forts were preceded by a $1 mil-
now thinks his new South Car-  to fly solo across the Atlantic lion hunt in 1999 from Neva-
olina-based sea exploration Ocean, vanished during her flight ~da-based Dana Timmer. As re-
company captured an outline around the world in 1937. cently as 2014, Timmer had not DEEP SEAVISION VIA AP

of the iconic American's Lock-
heed 10-E Electra.

Archaeologists and explorers
are hopeful. But whether the
tousled-haired pilot's plane lies
at the roughly 16,000-foot depth
remains to be seen. And de-
bates abound about the proper
handling of whatever object is
discovered.

Archivists are hopeful that
Romeo's Deep Sea Vision is
close to solving the puzzle — if
for no other reason than to re-
turn attention to Earhart's ac-
complishments.

Regardless, the search is on
for the first woman to fly
across the Atlantic Ocean.

HOW DID DEEP SEA VISION
DETECT THE OBJECT THAT
COULD BE EARHART'S PLANE?

Romeo wanted more of an
adventure than his commercial
real estate career. His father
flew for Pan American Air-
lines, his brother is an Air
Force pilot, and he has a pri-
vate pilot's license himself.
Hailing from an "aviation fami-
ly," he'd long held interest in
the Earhart mystery.

Romeo said he sold his real
estate interests to fund last
year's search and buy a $9 mil-
lion underwater drone from a
Norwegian company. The state-
of-the-art technology is called
the Hugin 6000 — a reference to
its ability to break into the
deepest layer of the ocean at
19,700 feet.

A 16-person crew began a
roughly 100-day search in Sep-
tember 2023, scanning more
than 5,200 square miles of sea-
floor. They narrowed their
probe to the area around How-

land Island, a mid-Pacific atoll
between Papua New Guinea
and Hawaii.

But it wasn't until the team
reviewed sonar data in Decem-
ber that they saw the fuzzy yel-
low outline of what resembles
a plane.

"In the end, we came out
with an image of a target that
we believe very strongly is
Amelia's aircraft," Romeo told
The Associated Press.

The next step is taking a
camera underwater to better
examine the unidentified ob-
ject. If the visuals confirm the
explorers' greatest hopes,
Romeo said the goal would be
to raise the long-lost Electra.

Ultimately, Romeo said his
team undertook the costly ad-
venture to "solve aviation's
greatest unsolved mystery." An
open hatch could indicate that
Earhart and her flight compan-
ion escaped after the initial im-
pact, Romeo said, and a cockpit
dial could lend insight into
what, exactly, went wrong.

FROM ALIEN ABDUCTION
TO JAPANESE EXECUTION,
THEORIES ABOUND

Earhart and her navigator,
Fred Noonan, disappeared
while flying from New Guinea
to Howland Island as part of
her attempt to become the first
female pilot to circumnavigate
the globe. She had radioed that
she was running low on fuel.

The Navy searched but found
no trace. The U.S. government's
official position has been that
Earhart and Noonan went
down with their plane.

Since then, theories have

given up and sought to raise
nearly $2 million for another
g0.
Between 1988 and 2002, the
International Group for Histor-
ic Aircraft Recovery made six
trips to a different island in the
western Pacific Ocean under
the impression that Earhart
crash-landed on a flat reef 1,800
miles south of Hawaii.

Hillary Clinton, then the U.S.
Secretary of State, encouraged
the group in 2012 when it
launched a new search for the
wreckage fueled by analysis of
a 1937 photo thought to show
the Lockheed Electra's landing
gear jutting out of the island's
shoreline.

"WE NEED TO SEE MORE'

Maritime archaeologist
James Delgado said Romeo's
potential find would change the
narrative, but "we need to see
more."

"Let's drop some cameras
down there and take a look,"
said Delgado, senior vice presi-
dent of the archaeological firm
SEARCH Inc.

Delgado said Romeo's expedi-
tion employed world-class, cut-
ting-edge technology that was
once classified and is "revolu-
tionizing our understanding of
the deep ocean.”

But he said Romeo's team
must provide "a forensic level
of documentation" to prove it's
Earhart's Lockheed. That could
mean the patterns in the fuse-
lage's aluminum, the configu-
ration of its tail and details
from the cockpit.

Jourdan, of Nauticos, would
have expected to see straight
wings and not swept wings, like

This photo combo shows a sonar image that appears to be Amelia
Earhart’s Lockheed 10-E Electra. This grainy image recorded by a pri-
vate pilot has reinvigorated interest in one of the past century’s most
alluring mysteries: What happened to Amelia Earhart when her plane
vanished during her flight around the world in 1937?

the new sonar suggests, as well
as engines. But that could be
explained by damage to the air-
craft or reflections distorting
the image, he acknowledged.

"It could be a plane. It cer-
tainly looks like a plane. It
could be a geological feature
that looks like a plane," he said.

Dorothy Cochrane, an aero-
nautics curator at the National
Air and Space Museum, said
Romeo's crew searched in the
right place near Howland Is-
land. That's where Earhart des-
perately sought a runway when
she disappeared on the last leg
of her flight.

If the object really is the his-
toric aircraft, the question for
Cochrane will be whether it is
safe to raise. How much of the
machinery is still intact would
be determined in part by how
smoothly Earhart landed, she
added.

"That's where you have to re-
ally look at this image and say,
'What have we got here?" said
Cochrane.

WHAT IF EARHART'S LOCKHEED
ELECTRA HAS BEEN FOUND?

If the fuzzy sonar images
turn out to be the plane, in-
ternational standards for un-
derwater archaeology would
strongly suggest the aircraft
remain where it is, said Ole
Varmer, a retired attorney
with the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Adminis-

tration and a senior fellow at
The Ocean Foundation.

Nonintrusive research can
still be conducted to reveal
why the plane possibly
crashed, Varmer said.

"You preserve as much of
the story as you can," Varm-
er said. "It's not just the
wreck. It's where it is and its
context on the seabed. That
is part of the story as to how
and why it got there. When
you salvage it, you're de-
stroying part of the site,
which can provide informa-
tion."

Raising the plane and plac-
ing it in a museum would
likely cost hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars, Varmer said.
And while Romeo could con-
ceivably make a salvage
claim in the courts, the
plane's owner has the right
to deny it.

Earhart bought the Lock-
heed with money raised, at
least in part, by the Purdue
Research Foundation, ac-
cording to a blog post by Pur-
due University in Indiana.
And she planned to return
the aircraft to the school.

Romeo said the team
thinks the plane belongs in
the Smithsonian. Acknowl-
edging the "uncharted terri-
tory" of potential legal is-
sues, he said his exploration
company will "deal with
those as they come up."
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Haley insists shes staying in GOP race. Heres
how that could cause problems for Trump

BY STEVE PEOPLES
and JAMES POLLARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA— For months,
the underdog in the presi-
dential primary refused to
concede defeat. He fought
hard in state after state, even
as the front-runner amassed
a delegate advantage that
would be virtually impossi-
ble to overcome.

The extended
feud between
Bernie Sanders
and Hillary
Clinton in 2016,
which turned
more bitter as
time passed, left
behind Demo-
cratic divisions that would
ultimately contribute to their
party's crushing general
election loss.

Eight years later, some Re-
publicans fear that history
may soon repeat itself.

Nikki Haley's path to the
GOP nomination is rapidly
shrinking following recent
losses in Iowa and New
Hampshire. But she's vowing
to stay in the race indefinite-
ly, backed by thousands of
committed donors, a key
slice of the party's moderate
wing and a new willingness
to attack the mental fitness
and legal baggage of 2024 Re-
publican front-runner Don-
ald Trump. And the harder
Haley fights, the more Re-
publican officials fear she
may hurt his long-term pros-
pects in the all-but-certain
general election ahead
against Democratic Presi-
dent Joe Biden.

Former Trump adviser
David Urban described Ha-
ley's continued presence as a
distraction, a drain on re-
sources and a source of frus-
tration.

"Nobody on Trump's team
thinks (a Biden matchup) is
going to be easy. It's going to
be a bumpy road. It's going to
be a tough race. They want
to hit the starter's pistol and
get going," Urban said. "Peo-
ple need to start coming to-
gether and working together.
But right now, none of that
is happening because she's
still out there stoking the an-
ti-Trump fire."

'I AM NOT GOING
ANYWHERE'

Of course, Haley is in a

HALEY

much different position than
Sanders was during the epic
2016 campaign. The Vermont
senator actually won con-
tests, including his 22-point
victory in the New Hamp-
shire primary. Unless she
manages a dramatic turn-
around, Haley's 11-point defi-
cit in the same state last
month may prove to be the
high point of her presiden-
tial bid.

Haley decided to skip Ne-
vada's presidential caucuses
next Thursday in favor of a
state primary election two
days earlier that does not
award delegates. Trump
could embarrass Haley in
her home state of South Car-
olina later in the month,
where the former president
has a loyal following. A
Washington Post-Monmouth
University poll on Thursday
found Trump with a 26-point
lead in the state.

Yet in practical terms —
and in Haley's calculus —
the GOP primary has barely
begun. Just two states have
voted so far in a process that
will ultimately span all 50 be-
fore concluding at the GOP's
national nominating conven-
tion in July.

"T am not going anywhere,"
she told reporters on Thurs-
day. "We have a country to
save. And I am determined to
keep on going the entire way.
As long as we can keep clos-
ing that gap, I'm gonna keep
staying in."

Such comments increas-
ingly draw Trump's ire, as
he's eager to move past the
primary completely and
focus on Biden. At roughly
the same time Haley was
speaking, Trump was attack-
ing her on social media. One
post he shared said, "Nikki
Haley is bought and paid for
by our political enemies,"
and another described Haley
as "deeply disliked" by a
growing number of Ameri-
cans.

Some Republicans worry
that Trump's preoccupation
with Haley, whom he fre-
quently calls "birdbrain,"
might further alienate mod-
erate voters and suburban
women.

HALEY ASSETS GROWING

Haley is getting stronger
by some measures.

Her campaign has raised
$5 million from small-dollar

donors in the days since she
finished in second place in
New Hampshire, according
to spokesperson Nachama
Soloveichik. She's also in the
midst of a four-state fund-
raising tour that will feature
at least 10 closed-door events
with wealthy donors. This
week's initial swing through
New York netted more than
$1.5 million, Soloveichik
said.

Republican fundraiser Eric
Levine, who co-hosted one of
the New York events, said
the few hundred Haley do-
nors who gathered earlier in
the week "remain as commit-
ted to Haley as ever."

Haley campaign manager
Betsy Ankney highlighted
the candidate's commitment
to the race during a meeting
with some of the GOP's lead-
ing donors earlier in the
week in Florida, according to
two Republican officials in
the room granted anonymity
to share private discussions.
Trump senior adviser Susie
Wiles also delivered a pre-
sentation to the group, which
was designed to highlight the
former president's tightening
grip on the nomination.

Many major donors re-
main critical of Trump, but
some of the biggest would-be
Haley supporters are essen-
tially in a holding pattern
ahead of South Carolina's
Feb. 24 primary. They think
she is essentially fully fund-
ed for the rest of the month
and there's little more they
can do in the short term, ac-
cording to the officials.

Two of the group's found-
ers, billionaire hedge fund
managers Ken Griffin and
Paul Singer, each donated $5
million to Haley's 2024 bid in
recent weeks, according to
federal filings made public
this week.

Trump also continues to re-
port strong fundraising totals.
But his legal troubles are con-
suming a huge portion of his
donors' dollars.

Two of Trump's political ac-
tion committees spent rough-
ly $50 million in donor money
on the former president's
legal fees last year, according
to federal filings made public
this week. And his legal costs
are continuing to grow.

HALEY'S AGGRESSIVE
STRATEGY

Haley has begun to ratchet

up attacks against Trump, a
deliberate strategy designed
to highlight the former presi-
dent's glaring liabilities, in-
cluding his legal baggage
and his age.

The campaign lumped
Trump and Biden together
in a new attack ad this week
calling them "Grumpy Old
Men." She's also working to
link the 77-year-old Trump's
refusal to debate to ques-
tions about his mental acui-
ty. And in a Wednesday in-
terview on the "Breakfast
Club" radio program, she
blamed Trump for the state
of the nation's politics.

"He's made it chaotic," she
said. "He's made it self-ab-
sorbed."

Her message appears to be
resonating with a key group
of swing voters who play a
pivotal role in general elec-
tions.

In New Hampshire's recent
primary, for example, Trump
won a decisive victory
against Haley backed by his
popularity among traditional
Republican voters. But he
lost a majority of moderates
and about two-thirds of
those who identify as inde-
pendents, according to AP
VoteCast. He also lost about
6 in 10 who have college de-
grees, and he's shown a per-
sistent vulnerability among
voters living in suburbs.

But the Republican base is
still decidedly behind
Trump. And a growing group
of Republican elected offi-
cials on Capitol Hill are call-
ing for Haley to quit the
race. Republican National
Committee Chair Ronna Mc-
Daniel said recently that it
was time to unite behind
Trump.

B.J. Hopper, an 81-year-old
self-described "Never
Trumper," is doubtful that
Haley will catch Trump, but
she attended Thursday's stop
in South Carolina's capital
city because she's trying to
be hopeful.

"It'd be a miracle," Hopper
said of a Haley victory in the
state's upcoming primary.

As much of the attention
shifts to South Carolina, Ha-
ley's campaign insists her
goal there isn't to win, but
simply to show growth com-
pared to New Hampshire.
She's building campaign in-
frastructure in next-up
Michigan and several states

that host primary contests
on March 5, also known as
"Super Tuesday."

The Haley campaign has
already rolled out leadership
teams and "Women for
Nikki" chapters in all 15
Super Tuesday states. A
pro-Haley super PAC is also
coordinating get-out-the-vote
efforts in South Carolina,
Michigan and multiple super
Tuesday states. That's in ad-
dition to the Koch-backed
conservative group, Ameri-
cans for Prosperity, which
has devoted its army of
grassroots activists on the
ground in several key states
to helping Haley.

Specifically, the group is
knocking on doors, sending
pro-Haley mail and running
online ads in Tennessee,
North Carolina, Arkansas
and Virginia.

But the Koch network will
not continue to support her
if it determines there is no
path to victory, according to
conversations between Koch
officials and donors at a pri-
vate retreat last week in Cal-
ifornia, where Haley dis-
cussed the state of her presi-
dential campaign during a
short video call.

During a separate session
with top donors, AFP Action
senior advisers Emily Seidel
and Michael Palmer reaf-
firmed the group's decision
to endorse Haley given that
she is the last Trump alter-
native standing, according to
an official with direct knowl-
edge of the conversations
who spoke on the condition
of anonymity to discuss
strategy.

Seidel and Palmer also
made clear to donors that
the group would not make
future investments to any
campaign if there is no op-
portunity to win, the official
said, pointing to the Kochs'
longstanding business-like
approach to politics.

Meanwhile, other Republi-
can operatives think Haley's
continued candidacy creates
unnecessary risks for the no-
toriously undisciplined
Trump.

"The longer she hangs
around and the more Trump
focuses on her, the greater
likelihood you get unforced
errors," said Republican poll-
ster Neil Newhouse. "She's
giving ammunition to
Biden's campaign."

Vote Best of Sumter

Vote for us in
Best of Sumter

4

for Best Pest

Control

% KELLY’ st

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

(803) 481 0284

(

\-

~

J

Attention all Tricare Patients!

Currently Accepting All Tricare Patients
Colonial Urgent Care 327 Broad St.
Sumter, SC 29150

Colonial Urgent Care is open for your
Convenience Monday-Friday 7:30am-6pm
Saturday & Sunday 8am-4pm No Appointment

Needed!

We Will See You Today!
803-773-5227

www.colonialhealthcare.com




THE SUMTER ITEM

LOCAL

FEBRUARY 3, 2024 - FEBRUARY 5, 2024

A11

DISTRICT

FROM PAGE A1

time of his annual evaluation,
but it was not even mentioned
in his contract, according to
Smith, and was never dis-
cussed in an open session.

In a return letter to the
NAACP, Smith set forth the
district’s position and said
“much of your correspon-
dence is directed to the dis-
trict’s employment of Dr.
Wright, contains inaccurate
information and has a con-
cerning tone and content.
Contrary to your allegations,
the board has not undermined
Dr. Wright or set him up for
failure.”

The NAACP letter also
makes reference to a three-
page document that outlines a
merger of the district, Liberty
STEAM Charter (LLSC) and
Wilson Hall and that “the
partnership or ‘handcuffs’ in-
volves the closing of rural
schools” and other “measures
ultimately intended to posi-
tion LSC to establish and head
a technical high school in
Sumter County.”

Smith sent to the NAACP a
three-page document called a
“Blueprint for Educational
Collaboration”
prepared by Lib-
erty STEAM that
only speaks
broadly of a “col-
laborative part-
nership among
public, private
and charter
schools in Sumter, SC, to cre-
ate a best-in-class education
system.”

In a second letter dated Jan.
22, the NAACP requested any
additional correspondence re-
lated to the partnership of ed-
ucational entities, but Smith
said Friday that he replied on
Thursday that there are no
other documents besides the
initial blueprint.

Canty, the district’s board
chairman, said he took of-
fense to the NAACP allega-
tions on the educational part-
nership and said that he has
only met three times with the
board chairmen from Liberty
and Wilson Hall to discuss
“the proposition philosophi-
cally and pragmatically” to
advance education for all chil-
dren in Sumter County.

He said he also took offense
to the racial themes in the
NAACP letter and said he
does not consider the board’s
relationship with Wright to
have anything to do with race.

“To claim that we brow-
beat, handcuff or hang from a
tree' the superintendent is
egregious,” he said. “The ra-
cial overtones in the letter in
my opinion are illogical. The
composition of the board is al-
most even, and to suggest that
the four African Americans
and the five Caucasians who
are on the board have a racial
problem with the superinten-
dent is false and grossly un-
fair to a board that has
worked so hard to embrace
the superintendent’s leader-
ship.”

Disney, the vice chairwom-
an, said the trustees’ relation-
ship with the superintendent
has nothing to do with race.

“I have never seen a racial
problem,” she said. “We are
five to four, and I have never
seen the four African Ameri-
cans ever even suggest any-
thing like that. Our work is all
about real issues that deal
with all the students, and our
agenda is solely about the is-
sues of the schools. We deal
with bus issues and needing
teachers and items that are
listed on our agendas.”

At the trustees’ last meeting
on Jan. 22, Area 2 Trustee
Brittany English said in the
Board Communications sec-
tion that she had received the
letter from the NAACP re-
garding the board and essen-
tially threw it away.

“I just wanted to let you
guys know how far your letter
got with me,” English said. “I
think I sneezed, and I used it
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Sumter School District Board of Trustees Vice Chairwoman Bonnie
Disney, left, and Chairman Ralph Canty listen during a recent school

board meeting at the district office.

as tissue.”

In full board
meetings since
Wright’s tenure
began in July
2022, no one has
spoken in public
participation on
board harass-
ment or racial issues between
the superintendent or trust-
ees.

The Sumter Item tried to
reach out on Friday to Sumter
NAACP President Elizabeth
Kilgore and fellow executive
committee member Carlton
Washington concerning the
letters, but neither returned
multiple phone calls and text
messages from
the newspaper.

ENGLISH

district for 15 to 20 years that
will need capital development
for new schools’ construction
and consolidation of others
because of declining district
enrollment.

A theme in the previous
board’s realignment project
approved in 2022 was to bal-
ance “facility utilization”
across the district by shuffling
students from higher-enroll-
ment schools in the City of
Sumter to help fill lower-en-
rollment schools in rural
areas of Sumter County.

The previous board — es-
sentially in place from 2018 to
2022 — had several trustees
with connections to the for-

mer Sumter
School District 2,

Also this week, LETTER AND which was the
Wright declined RESPONSE outlying rural
to comment to school district in
The Item on the See the Sumter NAACP's Sumter County
NAACP’s allega- letter addressed to school before consolida-
tions. board Chairman Ralph tion in 2011. Be-
Kilgore signed Canty and Canty’s fore the current

these two letters.
Some Sumter
NAACP letters
through the years that The
Item has obtained have been
from the branch’s executive
committee.

The first letter from Jan. 15
was addressed to Canty, and
members of Sumter County
Council and Sumter City
Council and Wright were sent
carbon copies. The Item was
never included to receive the
letters and obtained them
from Canty.

THE BACKSTORY

The NAACP letters written
in January come after the full
school board in the fall decid-
ed against implementing dis-
trict realignment to balance
schools’ enrollments and
maintain all the district’s
schools.

Instead, the nine-member
board favored a long-term
“master plan” to serve the

response on A13.

board, infighting
was common
during the last
decade between trustees with
connections to the former
county district and the dis-
trict in the City of Sumter,
Sumter School District 17.

With its leadership concen-
trated in rural portions of
the county, the Sumter
NAACP supported realign-
ment. For the past several
years, a primary mission of
the local NAACP has been to
save rural schools. Kilgore is
also a former District 2 board
member.

The realignment project in
2021 and 2022 resulted in pub-
lic outcry, as families did not
favor mass movements of stu-
dents, especially among Sum-
ter’s three public high
schools. While realignment
was possibly a viable alterna-
tive a decade ago, the study
did not consider declining en-
rollment in the district in the
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last 10 years, aging facilities
and “school choice” legisla-
tion currently in the state’s
General Assembly.

It also did not factor in Lib-
erty STEAM, which opened in
fall 2021 and has provided a
“school choice” alternative for
Sumter County parents. In its
third year, the tuition-free,
public charter school already
has 586 students as a K-3
school and is adding one
grade level and 144 students
per year. At build out as a
K-12 school, Liberty projects
to have about 2,000 students.

In an increasingly competi-
tive environment for tradi-
tional public schools, Sumter
School District’s enrollment is
down at least 2,500 students
since 2016, according to offi-
cial enrollment data from the
state Department of Educa-
tion. The fall 2023 45-day en-
rollment total was 13,682 com-
pared to 16,511 students in the
spring of 2016.

Canty said no one on the
board has as an objective to
close rural schools.

“I would hope to God that
there is no one in Sumter
County with an agenda to
close rural schools,” he said.
“I surely do not have that as
an objective, and I know that
our board does not have that
as an objective.

“As it relates to rural
schools, lower birth rates and
migration into the city may be
the culprit, not me.”

MORE FROM THE NAACP
LETTER

The letter also references
“the consolidated district has
been denied critical resources
for success through the with-
holding of critical millage in-
creases” from Sumter County
Council. While council has
not approved a full millage in-
crease since 2016, as the letter
states, the district has grown
its general fund balance to
$51.4 million through fiscal
year 2023, largely because of
attrition from teaching vacan-
cies.

In the December audit re-
port, Mauldin & Jenkins audi-
tor Brian Nicholson said the
$51.4 million represents about
38% of annual expenditures.
Best practices by the Govern-
ment Finance Officers Associ-
ation recommend for a gener-
al fund to be at 20% to 25% of
annual expenditures.

Regarding some topics in
the letter, such as a contract
extension for Wright and a
group preventing “the dis-
trict’s freedom to request any
millage increase,” it is not
known how the NAACP ob-
tained that information.
Those topics have never been
addressed in open session.

Smith, the district’s attor-

ney, said he is unsure if there
is a leak on the board or in ad-
ministration, but any leak of
an executive session item is
contrary to state law and
board policy, which provides
for the confidentiality of exec-
utive sessions. He said that he
has known of individuals
being censored for violating
code of conduct and confiden-
tiality clauses.

SIMILAR ROAD AS LAST YEAR

An apparent executive ses-
sion leak on a topic concern-
ing Liberty STEAM also oc-
curred in spring 2023 with the
Sumter school board and ad-
ministration. At the time, a
closed-door discussion among
the school district’s Board of
Trustees was Liberty
STEAM'’s interest in acquir-
ing the former F.J. DeLaine
Elementary School in the
Wedgefield community.

A former school board
closed the school in 2018 be-
cause of lagging enrollment
levels since the early 2000s
and in an effort to save money
after the district overspent its
budget by $6.2 million in fiscal
2016.

Through what had to be a
board or administration leak,
Sumter County Councilman
and Sumter NAACP officer
Carlton Washington discov-
ered Liberty’s interest in F.J.
DeLaine and during a six-
week process rallied the com-
munity’s support for turning
a portion of the school into a
proposed new community
center and not supporting any
sale to Liberty.

Washington made appeals
to the local community and
at Sumter County Council
meetings for the community
to have first rights to the
property if the school board
decided to sell the DeLaine
school.

A majority of the current,
nine-member school board
had just taken office in Janu-
ary and was caught off guard
by the turn of events initiated
by Washington. About a
month into the process after
Washington roused debate on
the matter, the full board
voted 9-0 to develop F.J. De-
Laine for internal use.

On May 9, 2023, Washington
led a community walk-
through tour hosted by the
district of the school and how
certain areas could be rede-
veloped into a community
center or hub for resources.

The tour ended with Wash-
ington telling residents that
he would schedule a meeting
with Wright on potential next
steps in the process. Since
then, the full board has not
addressed the concept of pro-
viding a new community cen-
ter at the school site.

Vote for us!
ISest Clodropraciop & W
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Changes at The Item will make larger
community impact, benefit advertisers

ow does The Sum-
ter Item make the
argest impact for
a better Sumter?

How do we sustain local
news in Sumter, Clarendon
and Lee counties at a time
when similar communities are
losing their local news sources
across the country?

How do we best serve our
advertisers and our engaged
readers?

These are questions I think
about a lot. These are the
questions that led to the
changes at The Item an-
nounced today.

These changes are going to
make Sumter better. These
changes are going to make The
Item more sustainable and
allow our staff to continue
producing exceptional local
news. These changes are going
to benefit local advertisers im-
mensely, and our subscribers
are going to continue to re-
ceive the quality and quantity
of local journalism they have

come to expect.

I think, and I'm told this
from newspaper industry
peers across the country, that
The Item is one of the best
small-town local news sources
in the country. We wouldn’t be
where we are without the sup-

port of our
communities,
and I ask our
communities
to support
these changes
as well.

One of the
issues that
bothers me
most in local

news is the
cost required to receive it. I be-
lieve the world is better, and
our communities are better, if
everyone is informed, even if
they can’t pay for that infor-
mation.

However, The Item is a pri-
vate small business, and
that’s a good thing. We’re in-
dependent and able to shine a
spotlight on our communi-
ties, but local news costs a lot

Vince Johnson

to produce.

That’s why our subscribers
and our advertisers are so im-
portant. Without our subscrib-
ers, advertisers and the ingenu-
ity of our staff and local own-
ership, The Item simply
wouldn’t exist, a local news-less
reality faced by thousands of
communities similar to Sumter
in recent years. Without going
too far into it, the absence of
local news causes great prob-
lems for those communities.

In creating The Sumter Item
Impact — a free monthly
newspaper that will be deliv-
ered by mail to more than
28,000 households in Sumter
County — we’re opening up
access to local news for the
vast majority of Sumter. Yes,
our subscribers will receive a
lot more local news and access
to new local content every day,
but for those unwilling or un-
able to pay, they’ll receive
some local news, too.

The Item Impact is going to
be some of our best local jour-
nalism, and it’s going to in-
form all of Sumter about the

people, events and issues they
need to know. It’s also going to
be an advertising platform for
our local businesses and orga-
nizations, an advertising plat-
form unmatched in Sumter
County in decades.

Advertisers can reach every-
one around Sumter and Shaw
Air Force Base each month,
dry in mailboxes and without
the digital clutter.

For our great newspaper
subscribers upset about the
change in delivery days from
five days a week to two, know
that we understand, and we
didn’t make this decision light-
ly. We need you as subscribers
now more than ever, and we’re
fully committed to continue
producing the great local jour-
nalism you’ve come to know.

Printing and delivery is in-
credibly expensive, and it has
increased in cost immensely in
recent years. Rather than cut-
ting the number of local jour-
nalists creating local news,
we’re cutting those print and
delivery costs.

We know our digital audi-

ence is much larger than our
print audience today, but we
also know how loyal and pas-
sionate our newspaper sub-
scribers are. We are committed
to large, exceptional newspa-
pers filled with local news
twice a week. We hope that
you understand the decision,
and we ask that you continue
receiving The Sumter Item.

Of course, anyone who has
followed The Item closely over
the past few years knows how
we’ve evolved. Today, we have
more than 35,000 residents
who receive our email newslet-
ters daily, a large social media
presence, some of the area’s
largest events like Best of
Sumter, the area’s premier
magazines, a host of engaging
video series and more.

We’re committed to provid-
ing the Sumter region with the
best local news in the country
for years to come. I believe
these changes are steps toward
that goal.

Vince Johnson is publisher of
The Sumter Item.

COMMENTARY

Amid time of uncertainty for
newspapers, Item changes
will increase access to news

or the last 130 years, there has
not been a Sumter County
without The Sumter Item.1do
not anticipate that to change.
A lot has changed in those 130 years
at the national level, local stage and
within the walls of what is currently
Sumter County’s only newspaper. The
main storyline of the newspaper in-
dustry seems startling. While there
were around 24,000 newspapers in the
country at the height of the industry
in the early 1900s, an accelerated ero-
sion of staff, resources and publica-
tions over the past two decades has left
the nation with 6,000 surviving news-
papers, according to the 2023

Now, we publish news daily online,
getting breaking news to readers be-
fore it prints. We send articles, e-pa-
pers, digital magazines, videos and
promotions from local advertisers to
up to 35,000 email inboxes over a dozen
times a week.

You may remember when most tra-
ditional newspapers hired homoge-
neously. Told stories most accurately
and fairly when they were about peo-
ple and communities similar to their
own. We now think at every turn about
how we can include diverse voices and
hold the microphone to the mosaic of
communities that make up our cover-
age area.

State of Local News report
from Northwestern University
and Penelope Muse Abernathy.
Without The Sumter Item,
our coverage area would be-
come a news desert. The term
identifies a place that does not

You may remember when
you had to buy a newspaper
or watch TV through a paid-
for cable network to get your
news. Now, we provide several
points of access to local news
and storytelling that do not re-

have access to a reliable local

news source. Residents in more Kayla Green

than half of U.S. counties are

either barren or at risk of be-

coming a news desert. Abernathy’s re-
search tracks a trajectory that puts the
country as having lost a third of its
newspapers since 2005 by the end of
next year.

That’s more than two newspapers a
week closing. And when a paper shut-
ters, they’re usually not replaced by a
significant digital-only product. Be-
cause life around us continues to spin,
regardless of how profitable or flailing
a community’s newspaper is, the ab-
sence of one does not mean there is a
lack of news. It means, in the worst
way possible, that people lose their life-
line to reliable local information they
critically need to live informed, en-
gaged and generally better lives.

In addition to the rate of newspapers
closing, we have as a country lost
43,000 — almost two-thirds — of our
journalists since 2005. Nearly 80% of
staff photographers have been lost.

The changes The Sumter Item an-
nounced today that you will see tran-
spire this spring are being made to pre-
vent the paper from becoming one of
those statistics. To prevent the slashing
of resources and people who produce
the news you have read and trusted
since 1894.

A lot has changed in those 130 years.
And The Sumter Item of today leans
into change. To adapting, evolution.

Some of you may remember when
The Item published an afternoon
paper. There used to be no website.

quire a subscription. Thanks
to community partners that
support series like Sumter
Today, a video news show; The
Grind, a high school athlete spotlight
in print, digital and video; and Sum-
ter’s Next Generation, which spotlights
academic excellence and community
involvement of Sumter’s youth that
publishes in print and on social media,
we are able to remove the cost barrier
that prevents many from accessing
news.

Equitable access to vital information
and storytelling that makes us feel
proud of Sumter is a continuing priori-
ty in our coverage and business deci-
sions. The Item Impact that we will
publish for the first time on Friday,
March 15, and every ensuing third Fri-
day of the month will increase that eg-
uity.

Our newspapers will be more pages
than they are today, will have a longer
shelf-life. Our staff will have more time
to focus on the things that can expand
our reach, like newsletters and video,
like new series and large community
events.

Change can be scary, and it’s usually
hard. We do not take any decision that
impacts our readers, our subscribers,
our advertisers, our community light-
ly. But for the last 130 years, there has
not been a Sumter County without The
Sumter Item. I do not anticipate that to
change. And I am grateful to all of you
who take this journey with us.

Kayla Green is executive editor of The
Sumter Item.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION ISN'T DOING
ITS JOB OF PROTECTING AMERICA

I just opened my newspaper and
what did I see, another person who
watches the lying channels.

How do I know? They believe ev-
erything that the lying channels tell
them.

I have some questions for the man
who wrote a letter to the editor on
Jan. 24 with the headline "There
could be a civil war if Trump is
re-elected." Why do you believe there
will be a civil war if Trump is
re-elected? We are about to have a
civil war because the Biden adminis-
tration can't do his main job, that of
protecting America. I would support
Texas and any other state who wants
to secede over not wanting these ille-
gal aliens here.

He wants to know "how any indi-
vidual that has any self-respect and
biblical training could vote for Don-
ald Trump?" I have self-respect and
biblical training and I will vote for
Trump even if he is taken off the
ballot. I don't believe women should
use abortion for birth control. I don't
believe that people ought to lie about
their political opponents. I don't be-
lieve that someone should destroy
and hate the country they live in. I
believe that Americans should have
free speech, the right to worship as
they want to, should be able to own
guns and have the right to vote for
whomever they wish.

Then he claims "there are several
really good Republican candidates
that are not habitual liars, fear mon-
gers or racist like Trump." What are
some "lies" that the lying channels
have told you about him?

Tell me how he is a "fear monger"
and what does it mean to you? Give
me an example. Tell me how Trump
is a racist? Give me an example of
how "he is the most corrupt presi-
dent that this country has ever had."
Tell me about his "gang of crooks."

You and somewhere near half of
our country have bought into the lies
that you are told every day.

The man in charge of our country

and his helpers, to include the news
media, tell you exactly what they
are up to when they falsely accuse
their opponent of doing what they
themselves are doing.
JACQUELINE K. HUGHES
Sumter
Editor's note: This letter is longer
than 350 words and can be read in its
entirety at wwuw.theitem.com/letters.

LEVENTIS FAMILY IS PROUD
TO CALL SUMTER HOME

Feb. 1, 2024

This is a special day for our entire
family.

It was 50 years ago on Feb. 1 that
our young family, my wife of four
years, our son Gregory, then 2, with
our second child on the way, re-
turned to South Carolina. I had
been out of my home state for 10
years, spending five years at the
University of Virginia, where my
wife and I met, and five years as an
Air Force pilot in Texas while EV
was an Army nurse in Oklahoma. I
left the active duty in the Air Force
to move to Sumer so that I could
work in our family business and be-
come a fighter pilot with the South
Carolina Air National Guard.

Today, EV and I now have four
children, four wonderful in-laws
and seven beautiful grandchildren.

All four of our children who are
proud graduates of Sumter High
School are working hard along with
their spouses to support their fami-
lies.

Sumter welcomed us in 1974 and
has been a great place to live, work
and grow as a family. We are very
grateful we were blessed to live in
a community that is growing to-
gether with the Shaw, industrial,
commercial and agricultural fami-
lies.

We just want to say thank you to
our friends and neighbors in Sum-
ter. No matter where we go, Sumter
is a place we are proud to call
home.

E.V. and PHIL LEVENTIS
Sumter
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Sumter NAACP questions potential partnership
of Sumter district, charter school and Wilson Hall

January 15, 2024

Dr. Ralph Canty, chairman
Sumter School Board of
Trustees

1345 Wilson Hall Road
Sumter, South Carolina 29150

S we commemorate
yet another Martin
Luther King Jr.
holiday and look
back on this country’s long
history of racial, social and
economic oppression, we are
taking this opportunity to
make it clear that we will not
allow our leaders, in this
case, Superintendent Wil-
liam T. Wright Jr., to be brow
beaten, handcuffed and hung
from a tree. Rest assured, the
era of Jim Crow and black
codes will not rear their ugly
head under our watch. While
the conjuring of those imag-
eries and oppressive tactics
may seem extremely hard,
even unimaginable, now that
we have your attention, we
will lay out the basis for an
all out call to action to eradi-
cate their resurrection.
While there have been
many whispers and rumors
of exactly what is to come, it
is our understanding that
there is a three-page docu-
ment that outlines the merg-
er of the Sumter School Dis-
trict, Liberty STEAM Char-
ter (LSC) and Wilson Hall.
The partnership or “hand-
cuffs” involves the closing of
rural schools and a K-4 liter-
acy initiative partnership
with LSC and Wilson Hall.

These measures are ulti-
mately intended to position
LSC to apply for, establish
and head a technical high
school in Sumter County.
The unauthorized and unpo-
liced document was devel-
oped in collaboration be-
tween the respective chair-
persons of each entity, nota-
bly without
any input,
knowledge,
agreement
or consent
from Super-
intendent
Wright.
Moreover,
there has
been no pub-
lic discus-
sion, input

Elizabeth
Kilgore

or agreement.
Superintendent Wright is
part of a long line of former
superintendents who have
been undermined and set up
for failure from day one. The
process of systematically
dismantling and then merg-
ing former School Districts 2
and 17 was the first step to-
wards creating a quasi-pub-
lic charter district in Sumter
County. Any potential merits
of the envisioned education-
al structure are forever erod-
ed due to the clandestine ma-
neuvers to place the desire
of a specific sector or indi-
viduals over the needs of the
entire community, particu-
larly the vast rural areas of
Sumter County and even
more specifically economi-

cally and socially disadvan-
taged families and children
of color.

Since the merger of Sum-
ter’s school districts, the
consolidated district has
been denied critical resourc-
es for success through the
withholding of critical mill-
age increases. The district
has not received a full mill-
age increase since 2016.
Meanwhile, the district con-
tinues to concentrate re-
sources, personnel, ad-
vanced academic and extra-
curricular programs in se-
lect city schools to the detri-
ment of outlying schools.
Since the merger in 2011 up
until this very date the dis-
trict has refused to imple-
ment realignment measures
to balance inequities across
the district. On the other
hand, the Sumter legislative
delegation moved swiftly
and strategically to redraw
school board lines, condens-
ing and increasing the num-
bers of seats from seven to
nine.

We are quite aware of the
millage debacle that essen-
tially ended the tenure of
former Superintendent Dr.
Penelope Martin-Knox. Ap-
parently, this same group
has issued an all-out morato-
rium on the district’s free-
dom to request any millage
increase, attempting to in-
timidate, “brow beat” Dr.
Wright to adopt their stance
or risk being “hung from a
tree,” in this case meaning,

not extending his contract
until he fully demonstrates
support and compliance for
the established agenda.

We have attached a Free-
dom of Information request
for a copy of the document
described above, as well as
all documents related to any
potential partnerships, asso-
ciations, mergers, agree-
ments of any nature or sort,
by or between the Sumter
School District, Liberty
STEAM Charter and/or Wil-
son Hall. We expect full com-
pliance by all members of
the Board of Trustees to pro-
duce the requested documen-
tation as well as their public
commitment to ensure Su-
perintendent Wright is not in
any way encumbered, ha-
rassed, intimidated or retali-
ated against in fulfilling the
duties and responsibilities
he has been entrusted.

Superintendent Wright’s
contract should be immedi-
ately extended per the 18-
month and 12-month exten-
sion provisions. His perfor-
mance and commitment to
putting the needs of stu-
dents, teachers and staff
first is clear and reflected in
the raise and annuity pay-
ment awarded by the Board
of Trustees following his
evaluation. However, with-
holding the extension as con-
tractually designated and ac-
cepted is counterproductive
and identical to the tactics
employed by others de-
scribed herein to force com-

pliance with agendas that
are not clearly aligned and
publicly sanctioned to serve
the best interests of stu-
dents, teachers, staff and in-
deed the entire Sumter com-
munity.

Moving forward the Sum-
ter Branch NAACP will be
laser focused on this and
other matters that impede
the growth and development
of Sumter County. Any
Board of Trustee member
that fails to demonstrate a
clear commitment to ensur-
ing public education in
Sumter County is their
number one objective will
be challenged and targeted
by the community for re-
placement at election time.
Unlike the tactics employed
to solicit compliance de-
scribed here that are count-
er intuitive to the success of
the Sumter School District,
operationalizing and exer-
cising our right to vote and
secure fair representation is
not a threat but a call to
duty to ensure equal protec-
tion for all.

This correspondence is re-
spectfully submitted by the
Sumter Branch NAACP Ex-
ecutive Committee.

ELIZABETH KILGORE
President, Sumter Branch
NAACP

CC: Sumter School Board of

Trustees, Sumter Branch
NAACP Executive Committee,
Superintendent William T.
Wright Jr. , Sumter County
Council, Sumter City Council

Canty calls NAACP accusations egregious, responds without apology

fter 78-plus years of life,
most of which have been
dedicated to public service
as a Civil Rights activist,
legislator, school board member, pas-
tor and businessman, I take all alle-
gations, innuendos and attacks seri-
ously, regardless of the source.

I understand the wisdom of those
who would suggest keeping silent
and disregarding the distractors.
Trust me, I would love to do just
that. But, I cannot sit idly by and
allow others to frame the narrative,
especially when I know the distor-
tion, though eloquently stated, is
profoundly inaccurate and untrue.

To the point of consolidation of the
two former school districts, I con-
tend, the idea was noble. To put it
bluntly, Sumter County was too
small and limited in resources to
have two school districts, and it defi-
nitely was not cost-efficient. Unfor-
tunately, the legislation was enacted
too hurriedly, without due consider-
ation of all the nuances, variances
and dynamics that are natural in
such a dramatic shift. So, instead of
focusing on the children, ensuring
equality in every school and creating
a world-class education system, some
folks with a narrow perspective and
personal agendas hijacked the tran-
sition, and Sumter School District
became a battleground for control
and dominance. The end thereof was
almost default and dissolution. Do I
need to remind us that the fund bal-
ance dipped below $110,000 in 20167 A
hiccup that could have marked bank-
ruptcy and demise. We are just re-
bounding from that repressive and
regressive domination. This is what
makes this assault so tragic.

In November 2022, the citizens of
Sumter County elected seven new
board members and two veterans to
comprise a new school board. Per-
sonally, I couldn’t have a better
board with whom to work. They rep-
resent different ideologies and vary-
ing opinions but have demonstrated
a sincere commitment to the con-
struct of an educational system that
empowers our children and provides
unwavering support of the superin-
tendent.

Without signing an accord or en-
gaging in lengthy discussion or de-
bate, seemingly, every member of
this board came to the table with a
conviction that the revolving door to
the superintendent’s office had to be
closed. Hence, we have faithfully and
consistently supported Dr. William
Wright. Understanding his role as
executive/educator/vision-
ary-in-chief, we took the time at the
onset of our term to discuss strate-
gies with him, teachers, former
board members, recent candidates
for seats and the public. The results
were the creation of a document ti-
tled “Shared Visions,” which was
presented to him in the hope it

would help him in developing an
overarching vision for the district.
While his vision for the district has
not been disclosed, some of these
ideals have already been implement-
ed.

I cannot overemphasize the extent
to which we have wholeheartedly
embraced him. Additionally, he rec-
ommended a new code of conduct,
and we endorsed it; he recommended
a new salary schedule, and we ap-
proved it; he reassigned principals,
and we supported it; test scores im-
proved, and we applauded it; and
when the teacher shortage was re-
duced, we saluted it. On the other
hand, when the superintendent
failed to attend the Commander’s
Breakfast, Sumter’s

State of Education
Forum, last year’s
teachers' retirement
reception or this
year’s new teachers'
orientation and was
late for the opening
session of his own
district ceremonies
last fall, we contin-
ued to support him
by not issuing either verbal or writ-
ten reprimands. Be mindful, while
the board exists to support the su-
perintendent, it is also our responsi-
bility to oversee his work, evaluate
his performance, establish, review
and enforce policies.

Recently, we gave the superinten-
dent another document, asking him
to define certain matters we did not
fully have a grasp of and to update
us on the current state of matters,
which have been on the table for the
past year. The caveat is that knowl-
edge is powerful, and the more in-
formed the board is, the more potent
and proactive we can be in the com-
munity supporting his initiatives. To
claim that we “browbeat, handcuff
or hang from a tree the superinten-
dent” is egregious.

The superintendent sits in a pow-
erful seat of authority and leader-
ship; he is compensated above most
people in this county, and expecta-
tions are as high as the seat where
he sits and the compensation he re-
ceives. His age, sex, race or any
other such distinction will not ex-
cuse him from a performance com-
mensurate with his position and pay.

When I was re-elected, I came to
the first meeting with the idea of
creating some system of collabora-
tion between educational entities,
which exist in the county. It just
made sense to me. My life has been
dedicated to eliminating barriers,
dismantling walls and cracking glass
ceilings. We have made tremendous
progress and should continue to
build upon it, making diversity work
to the benefit of all ... especially our
children.

Let it be known I will not apologize

Ralph Canty

for thinking out of the box. I think
that it is in the best interest of Sum-
ter, every educational institution and
especially our children that we be to-
tally committed to making our city/
county a citadel of educational excel-
lence and superiority. It should be
our desire that every child gets the
highest-quality education attainable.
I am a student of history, but I do
not believe that what has happened
in the past should prevent new and
better opportunities from emerging.
Learn from the past, yes, but yearn
for much more than the past provid-
ed.

What a vision! The creation of a
platform which allows every public,
private, parochial, charter and home
school to compete and cooperate —
modeling best practices, sharing
ideas, accessing data and critically
assessing effectiveness and viability.
And, what an opportunity to create a
model for other communities to rep-
licate!

Admittedly, it will take time,
prayer, patience and processes to
fully implement such an innovative
ideal. But we must start, and we
have started. The chairmen of the
boards of Wilson Hall, Liberty
STEAM and I have met three times,
mainly to discuss the proposition
philosophically and pragmatically.
We are convinced that the project
has the potential for radically en-
hancing our educational agenda.
Our meeting is historic, but our vi-
sion is futuristic.

In our last meeting, we agreed to
ask Trevor Ivey (Liberty STEAM)
and Dr. William Wright Jr. (Sumter
School District) to develop a vision
for the group. That document, upon
adoption by the respective boards,
would have given the concept legiti-
macy and approval for further dis-
cussions and development.

Sumter School District sends rep-
resentatives, including the superin-
tendent, to meet with other educa-
tors and board members from
around the state and across the na-
tion. It makes sense to confer with
those who have similar vision, mis-
sion and values. If this principle is
valid, shouldn’t it also make sense to
speak with neighboring entities up
the street or around the corner?

Why should a local federation be
confronted with suspicion or hostili-
ty?

What we seek is collaboration, not
consolidation. This should be consid-
ered as another phase in our ongoing
process to reimagine and reconstruct
education and educational opportu-
nities for our children.

A K-4 initiative is nothing new. It’s
a great idea, and I will not apologize
for supporting it. Can we get it? It is
too late to pour thousands of dollars
into programs when eighth-graders
are reading on a third-grade level or
seniors who are not college and ca-

reer ready. Of course, we must con-
tinue to serve them and use every
technique available to prepare them
in the limited time remaining in
their secondary careers. Strategical-
ly, though, we must make the shift to
preschool. And, yes, that service
should be available to every pre-
schooler in the county, especially for
those who need it the most.

Can you believe the amount of
money we spend on inmates at the
state Department of Juvenile Jus-
tice, South Carolina Department of
Corrections or in the federal correc-
tions system? Whatever the idea may
have been for their creation, it is not
working. And the cost continues to
soar through the roof. The cost of
taking care of juveniles and adults,
including three meals a day, is stag-
gering, and it is a major encum-
brance on the economy. The federal
government is struggling from week
to week to avoid shutdown and de-
fault, partly because of a fatalistic
commitment to the industrial prison
complex, which exists to house and
feed folks who should have been em-
powered to work and feed themselves
and their families who are wards of
the state.

We cannot fix the economy until
we fix the educational system. And
we cannot fix the educational system
until we intentionally shift our in-
vestment in our children to the front
end. A total of $3,000 a year for a
child in preschool is far cheaper
than $45,000 for an incarcerated
child. Empowerment of all is the
critical key to a healthy, robust econ-
omy and a safe, progressive commu-
nity.

In South Carolina, we boast of
being a “right-to-work” state. Well,
great, let’s give every child the op-
portunity to develop the skill and in-
tellect needed to work, rear families,
purchase homes and to co-exist in
the American mainstream. I believe
it is immoral to be a proponent of
life and not be committed to the
principle that every life should have
the right to experience dignity, quali-
ty and nobility.

Finally, I will not apologize for
being a leader. And as a leader, I
will continue to strive for unity and
solidarity instead of isolation and
polarization. I will remain perched
on the ridge of the future envision-
ing those things that are “not yet,”
lifting us from the usual and cus-
tomary to the exceptional and ex-
traordinary.

From the spiritual “Walk together
Children,” I plead, let us journey on
reaching “the not yet” and beyond,
leaving what has been behind. The
promise is before us ...

Ralph W. Canty Sr. is a Sumter resi-
dent and serves as Sumter School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees chairman,
representing Area 3.
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Brent Dillard races in
the Grand Prix of
France in Macon,
France.

SIMON PALFRADER / SPECIALTO
THE SUMTER ITEM

Dalzell native Dillard making a splash in
international F1 racing after RotY honors

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

Last year was quite literally
a wild ride for Dalzell native
Brent Dillard.

Dillard has been racing
boats since before he could le-
gally drive a car, but he took
his competition to the next
level in 2023. He competed on
the world’s largest stage in the
sport, Formula 1 H20.

The sport took him on a
tour across the world, a fact
that sounds more glamorous
than it is in actuality, accord-
ing to Dillard. But he didn’t
just show up in places like
Italy and Indonesia, he
thrived.

Dillard finished in 10th
place in the standings at the
end of his inaugural season,
earning rookie of the year
honors in the process. Now,
he’s gearing up for his second
season, which Kicks off in In-
donesia on Feb. 23. Through-
out every step of the journey,
Dillard never forgets the city
that raised him.

“T’'m proud to be from Dal-
zell, South Carolina. I have it
on my helmet,” Dillard said.
“I actually have a picture of
Ja Morant on my helmet be-
cause I'm so proud to be from
Dalzell and racing on a na-
tional level. This year, we’re
really looking forward to get-
ting some wins to get on the
stage and get that American
flag up there with me.”

F1H20

When many people think of
F1, especially in America,
they think of cars. The popu-

lar Netflix series built around
the sport helped the automo-
tive version of F1 explode in
popularity.

The aquatic version is ex-
tremely different, even if the
basics are the same.

“It’s like if you took a car
and you’re going 140 mph and
you said, ‘I’'m going to go
straight into that cornfield’ or
you went over 1,000 speed
bumps, one speed bump after
another,” Dillard said. “That’s
what it’s like in a boat; you're
going 140, but it’s not smooth.
Your head is banging side to
side, you can barely see, and
sometimes we race in salt
water. The salt will come up,
and the sunlight, there’s so
many different factors.”

The land-based version of
the sport is built on precision.
While there are many fine de-
tails that need to go right to
succeed on the water, there’s
no simple game plan you can
create beforehand to gear up
for the perfect race.

“I have an F1 simulator;
every lap is the same. If I can
perfect a lap, I've got it,” Dil-
lard said of driving in a car.
“In boat racing, every lap is
different because the water
changes. You come into the
turn one time, and the water
is one way, you come in an-
other time, and there’s rollers
in there, you have to take that
turn a different way. To com-
pare Formula 1 car racing to
boat racing, I think it’s a lot
harder to do the boat racing
because you can’t train for
what you’re about to do. We

SEE DILLARD, PAGE B4

BRENT DILLARD

ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM

Dalzell native Brent Dillard sits in front of his growing collection of awards from racing tunnel boats. The
latest addition is rookie of the year honors from F1H20, the highest level of Formula 1 racing.

Its like if you took a car and youre going 140 mph and you said, Tm
going to go straight into that cornfield or you went over 1,000 speed
bumps, one speed bump after another. Thats what its like in a boat;
youre going 140 but its not smooth. Your head is banging side to side,
you can barely see, and sometimes we race in salt water. The salt will
come up and the sunlight, theres so many different factors.”

On the difference between Formula 1 racing on land and in the water

Paris’ Gamecocks joining Staley's women in
making South Carolina a basketball school

South Carolina
head coach
Lamont Paris is
congratulated
by a fan while
he waits to be
interviewed
after upsetting
Kentucky on
Tuesday, Jan.
23, in Colum-
bia.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BY PETE IACOBELLI
Associated Press

COLUMBIA — Leave it to Dawn
Staley to know before most every-
one else about the biggest surprise
in college basketball.

South Carolina’s women’s coach
got the inside scoop after talking
with her counterpart, second-year
coach Lamont Paris, when the
men’s team returned from their
August trip in the Bahamas.

“We’re going to be good,” Paris
told her flatly.

“When you have a coach saying
that,” Staley said, “they know.”

Now, everyone in the sport
knows, too.

Picked last in the Southeastern

Conference after going 11-21 in
Paris’ debut season, South Caroli-
na is 18-3 and rolling along almost
as strongly as Staley’s undefeated
group.

Even some older Gamecocks are
surprised. Josh Gray, who'’s been
with the team three seasons, joked
with fellow veteran Jacobi Wright:
“Can you believe we're 18-3?”
Gray asked. “But we're still keep-
ing our heads down.”

Paris’ team pulled off its second
stunner in a week when it defeat-
ed No. 5 Tennessee 63-59 on Tues-
day night. The Tuesday before, the
Gamecocks dominated then-sixth-
ranked Kentucky 79-62.

SEE USC, PAGE B3
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Former Astros closer Giles,
top prospect Waldrep among
non-roster invites by Braves

ATLANTA (AP) — Former
Houston Astros closer Ken
Giles and top prospect Hur-
ston Waldrep were among
23 non-roster players invit-
ed to spring training Friday
by the Atlanta Braves.

The six-time reigning NL
East champion will have a
total of 60 players in their
big league camp at North
Port, Florida, including 37
members of the 40-man ros-
ter.

The 33-year-old Giles was
signed to a minor-league
deal. He had 34 saves for
Houston’s World Series-win-
ning team in 2017, notched
26 while splitting the follow-
ing season between the As-
tros and Blue Jays, and
added 23 saves for Toronto
in 2019.

But Giles has been
plagued by injuries since
then, including Tommy
John surgery. He had made
only nine major league ap-
pearance over the last four
seasons, missing all of 2021
and spending last season
mostly with the Dodgers’
Triple-A team.

Now, Giles is hoping to
earn a spot with a team that
already features a deep
bullpen led by closer Raisel
Iglesias.

Waldrep, the Braves’ first-
round pick in the 2023 draft
from the University of Flor-
ida, made a rapid rise
through the minor league
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system in his first pro sea-
son. He posted a 1.53 ERA in
eight starts across Class A,
High A, Double-A and Tri-
ple-A, with 41 strikeouts in
29 1/3 innings.

The 21-year-old Waldrep
could work his way into the
Atlanta rotation at some
point this season, though
2025 is considered more
likely as he looks to im-
prove his command.

The Braves remaining
non-roster invitees were:
LHP Ben Bowden, RHP
Tommy Doyle, RHP Grant
Holmes, LHP Hayden Har-
ris, RHP Jake Walsh, RHP
Taylor Widener, C Drake
Baldwin, C Tyler Tolve, C
Chadwick Tromp, C Se-
bastian Rivero, IF Ignacio
Alvarez, IF Phillip Evans,
IF David Fletcher, IF Leury
Garcia, IF Alejo Lopez, IF
Andrew Velazquez, IF Luke
Waddell, IF Luke Williams,
OF Luis Liberato, OF Jor-
dan Luplow and OF Eli
White.

AREA ROUNDUP

Ebenezer, Alice Drive boys to meet
for middle school championship

STAFF REPORT

The boys basketball teams
from Ebenezer and Alice
Drive punched their tickets
to the Sumter County Mid-
dle School Conference
championship game with
victories on Thursday.

Ebenezer continued their
undefeated season with a
resounding 61-36 win over
Chestnut Oaks.

Sheldon Davis was un-
stoppable, scoring 28 points
in the victory. He added
four rebounds and three as-
sists. Brayden Boults added
nine points, five rebounds
and two steals. Jayden Mar-
tin led the team with 10 re-
bounds to go with six
points. Jordan Miller had
seven points, three assists
and three steals.

They will face off against
Alice Drive, who outlasted
rival Bates for a 28-27 win.

Joshua Pendergrass led
the Hawks with 10 points,
while Jacori Wright added
nine and Joshua Peeples
scored four. Bates was led

VOTE FOR US

CHILDREN’S DENTIST

by Jordan Butler, who fin-
ished with 14, while Bryson
Pollard added six.

Ebenezer and Alice Drive
will face off at Crestwood
on Saturday. The boys game
will follow the girls champi-
onship between Alice Drive
and Bates, which tips off at
noon.

VARSITY BASKETBALL

MANNING SPLITS WITH
AYNOR

The Manning basketball
teams faced off against
Aynor on Thursday.

The Monarch boys domi-
nated in a 56-32 win, helping
secure their playoff chances
in the process. They took
control quickly, outscoring
Aynor 19-3 in the first quar-
ter on the back of seven
points from Jeffrey Ceasar
and five from Lovell Steven-
son. Manning then put the
game away in the third, out-
scoring Aynor 15-4.

Ceasar finished with 18 in
the victory, while Stevenson
added 11 and both Tavion

(

for us in Best of Sumter.

Best Customer Service, Best Boss,
Best Locally Owned Business, Air Purification
Company and Air & Heating Service

Carter and Tyler Green
scored eight.

The Lady Monarchs,
meanwhile, struggled in a
51-35 loss. Manning scored
just 17 points in the first
three quarters before ex-
ploding for 18 in the fourth,
but it was too little, too late.

CAVS SPLIT WITH
MARLBORO ACADEMY

The Lee Academy basket-
ball teams traveled to Marl-
boro Academy on Thursday,
splitting the contests.

The Lady Cavaliers pulled
out a 39-33 win. They were
led by Mazie Tomlinson,
who finished with 15 points,
17 rebounds and three
steals. Julee Saverance
added 12 points, six re-
bounds and five steals. Al-
leigh Brown pulled down 16
boards, adding two points
and five steals. Karagan
Melton had six points, three
rebounds and three steals,
while Jameson Collins had
four points and six boards.

The boys followed with a
54-39 loss.
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half, going on a 13-2 run late
in the third quarter to put
away the Tigers.

Kamilla Cardoso added 13
points and six rebounds for
South Carolina (20-0, 8-0),
which out-rebounded Au-
burn 48-35.

The Gamecocks scored 49
points in the second half,
shooting 56.3% from the field
and 50% from 3-point range.

”(Auburn) had a great
game plan,” South Carolina
head coach Dawn Staley
said. “They made us play
badly. It was their pressure
defense and their ability to
play their style.

“At halftime, you make a
little bit of an adjustment,
but as players, you know
what you’re capable of
doing.”

Watkins’ double-double
came in her first start of the
season for the Gamecocks.
She replaced Chloe Kitts,
who Staley said missed the
game due to an illness.

“I wasn’t surprised,” Sta-

”(South Carolina) is the
No. 1 team in the country for
a reason,” Scott-Grayson
said. “They stuck to their
game plan. ... But we went
out there and fought hard.
I’'m proud of that.”

South Carolina has won its
first 20 games in back-to-
back seasons. The Game-
cocks’ lone loss last season
came in the Final Four to
Towa.

Auburn bottled up the na-
tion’s lone undefeated team
in the first half and trailed
27-22 at the break. It was the
lowest first-half point total
for South Carolina since a
65-58 win over North Caroli-
na on Nov. 30.

But the Tigers didn’t have
enough offensive firepower to
stay with the Gamecocks
after halftime and finished
shooting 32.2% from the field
for the game. Savannah Scott
and Sydney Shaw were the
only Tigers besides Scott-
Grayson to hit multiple shots.

The teams combined to

our tails off.”

BIG PICTURE

South Carolina: After a
stretch of improved shooting,
particularly from 3-point
range, the Gamecocks’ of-
fense struggled to replicate
that success early against Au-
burn. But South Carolina re-
mained unbeaten by con-
trolling the paint and taking
advantage of turnovers.

Auburn: Less than three
weeks removed from their
win over defending national
champion LSU, the Tigers
fared better than most teams
that have gone up against
South Carolina. Auburn has
a good enough defense to
hang with any opponent, but
offensive improvement will
likely be key any postseason
run.

UP NEXT

South Carolina: Hosts Mis-
sissippi on Sunday.

Auburn: Visits Arkansas
on Sunday.

USC FROM PAGE B1

It was the first time they
beat two Top-10 opponents in
a three-game stretch since
1968 when the program
played in the ACC.

“They got a lot of heart. It’s
a passionate group,” Paris
said. “They want the spoils of
whatever happens when you
do what we’ve done already.
They’re fighters, they’re
tough, they want to win badly
as a group.”

That’s apparent in their
play, especially on defense.
The Gamecocks held Ken-
tucky, the country’s best of-
fense, 29 points below its av-
erage coming in.

The Vols were averaging
nearly 80 points a game and
were held below 45% from
the field (21 of 58) for the first
time in seven SEC games.

South Carolina is poised
for its first trip to the Top 25
since 2017 and, at 6-2 in the
SEC, only a game out of first
place.

Paris has done it by meld-
ing together a group of trans-
fers playing big roles. Ta’Lon
Cooper, a guard who played
at Minnesota last season, has

started all 21 games and
scored 38 points combined
against Kentucky and Ten-
nessee.

Starters like forward B.d.
Mack played at Wofford and
guard Myles Stute, who hit
four late free throws and then
put his finger to his mouth to
hush the loud Tennessee
crowd, came from Vanderbilt.

Staley, whose women are
20-0 and No. 1 in the country,
is a big fan of the men’s
team. She’s led the call on so-
cial media to get the team in
the Top 25 (the Gamecocks
were 26th with 108 points in
Monday'’s latest poll).

Staley believes getting left
out last week was key to the
win over Tennessee.

“When things happen, you
go within,” Staley said.
“When you don’t think forces
outside of you are giving you
your just due, it only rein-
forces the tight knit group
you do have.”

South Carolina men look to
continue their success at
Georgia on Saturday while
the women host Ole Miss on
Sunday.

The men’s and women’s
teams have combined for a
38-3 mark, the best in Divi-

sion I. It’s arguably the most
attention on the two pro-
grams since 2017 when the
men reached their only Final
Four and Staley’s women
captured the first of two na-
tional championships.

Is the South Carolina cam-
pus the capital of college bas-
ketball this season?

“It feels like it,” men’s lead-
ing scorer Meechie Johnson
said. “It’s everything we’ve
always talked about.”

While Staley’s team has
been to the past three Final
Fours and won another title
in 2022, the Gamecock men
have not been back to the
NCAAs since their run to the
national semifinals seven
years ago.

It was a memorable time,
Staley recalled, that put a lot
of eyes on a school that had
not had that sort of success.
Staley believes bigger things
are ahead for both teams —
sooner rather than later.

“We’re trying to figure out
what we’re going to do on Se-
lection Sunday,” when both
the men’s and women’s
NCAA fields are announced
on March 17, Staley said.
“It’ll be different around
here.”

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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Jumbles: GUILT

Yesterday’s

(Answers Monday)

GOOSE MARROW HOOPLA

Answer: After discussing whether to drill for oil on their

land, they decided they — MIGHT AS WELL
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literally are reading the water every
second.”

The sport is broken down into vari-
ous levels, all depending on the top
speed of the vehicles. Dillard has
raced Formula 3 in the past and began
international competitions at Formula
2. When he made the leap to F1, the
speed of the boats jumped about 30
mph.

“Where you really feel the differ-
ence is not the straightaway at top-end
speed,” Dillard said. “You feel it and
the engine is just singing, it’s high
pitched, but when you turn you’re
pulling, instead of 3Gs, you’re pulling
6G’s and it just rips your neck. That’s
all I do is neck exercises.”

ROOKIE YEAR MADNESS

Dillard dreamed of racing at the
Formula 1 level, but he didn’t expect
to make the jump in 2023.

He was racing for a Formula 2
squad from England at the time, com-
peting throughout Europe. That’s
when he got a call from China CTIC.
Their top driver had just retired, and
they wanted to have Dillard fill the
void.

Dillard didn’t need much convinc-
ing.

He was just 30 days from his first
race in a boat he’d never driven be-
fore, but he wasn’t concerned. From
the moment he stepped foot in Indone-
sia and hopped in the tunnel boat, he
felt right at home.

“It felt like this is how a race boat
should feel, that much power,” Dillard
said. “It’s actually easier to drive For-
mula 1 than it is to drive Formula 2
because you have more power behind
you to get through the water. If the
water is really rough, you can get on
top of it. When you turn, you have
more power pushing you through the
turn. Formula 1, for me, it came natu-
ral, it felt natural. My first race, we
got sixth place, and we were very ex-
cited for that.”

The Dalzell native was confident
from the start.

“As soon as I was on the team, I was
like, T’'m gonna get this rookie of the
year,”” Dillard said. “My real goal was
that I wanted to win one race to get on
the podium. If I get on the podium, I
can bring my American flag and tie it
around my neck like Superman, so
that was my No. 1 goal. I wanted to get
on that podium and have that Ameri-
can flag up there.”

That confidence was tested almost
immediately. Dillard’s season was
very complicated, though not in the
way you might expect.

When Dillard got to Indonesia, it
was smooth sailing, at least once he
landed. The travel was a grind.

“When I ran Formula 2, we were
racing in Europe. Now, we’re racing
around the world. The first race last
year was in Indonesia, and I couldn’t
even tell you where it was on the map.
I had to look it up, right above Austra-
lia,” he said. “It was like two 15-hour
flights; it was crazy. That was a toll on
me, the flight and then the time differ-
ence to 12 hours ahead and the types
of food there, all that you have to get
adjusted to. And then, I had never
been in the boat before. When they
signed me to the team, it was 30 days
before going to Indonesia, so it was no
practice, nothing, just get in the boat,
you’re going to race Formula 1.”

But once Dillard’s feet touched the
ground, things were simple. His visa
was sorted out before he left the air-
port, and he raced well, finishing in
sixth. His second race, however, would
be in China. One might assume that
wouldn’t be a problem, as he does race
for a Chinese team, after all.

Not so much.

He went through weeks of trying to
deal with getting a visa. He even hired
someone to do the heavy lifting. When
the day arrived for his planned fight to
China, Dillard still had no visa.

“We (typically) get there a week
early because you have to get used to
the time difference, prepare the boats.
Then FedEx showed up with my visa
on Wednesday, and the race was Sat-
urday,” Dillard said. “I literally got the
FedEx, drove straight to Charlotte and
said, ‘I need a ticket right now to
China.’ It was eight grand. I call the
team and say it was the only way I can
go, and they say get it. I was there, I
got to China that night, and in the
morning, I had to race.”

Dillard got off the plane and almost
immediately had to jump in his boat
for practice. When he did, the antenna
for his boat was missing, wiping out
radio connection to his team. After
some trial and error, the issue was
sorted, but by that point, Dillard was
at the end of his rope.

“I get them to put the antenna on,
and I go out there, and I drive like a
maniac because I'm upset about the
visa, I’'m upset about having to sit on
that plane for so long, not getting any
sleep, and then the team owner after
was like, ‘Calm down or I'm putting
you on a plane back to the USA’ be-
cause I was like flying the boat,” he
said. “It was practice, and I was driv-
ing like I was driving for my life, like I
had everything on the line. I had one
of the quickest times and everybody

Brent Dillard
races in the
Grand Prix of
France in Macon,
France.

SIMON PALFRADER / SPE-
CIALTO THE SUMTER ITEM

was amazed, and it was great for the
fans, but there was no need to do
that.”

Despite the visa-induced mania,
Brent still managed to finish in 10th
place in the race. In another month, it
was off to France, the second home
country for his team. France is where
he also got closest to getting on the po-
dium.

“I was in third place in a brand-new
boat, and I got stuck right behind
somebody on a restart, and a guy from
Abu Dhabi went right by me, then my
teammate pulls up beside me, and he
was going to pinch me,” Dillard said.
“I didn’t know what he was going to
do. It was my first year racing with
my teammates, so I backed out of it.
With it being my first year, I didn’t
want to push it because there was an-
other rookie that did something stupid
and he got a red card, got punished,
and now he’s suspended for this first
race coming up.”

Everything came to a head in Dil-
lard’s final race, the Grand Prix of
Sharjah, which is in the United Arab
Emirates, Dec. 8-10. Before the week-
end even started, Dillard knew he was
in for a wild time.

“My engines were stuck in Germany
in a snow storm, so I didn’t get to
qualify,” he said. “They had qualify-
ing, and I just sat there and watched.”

On Saturday night, they had a pre-
race competition. Instead of racing for
points, they were racing for money.
Then the next piece of insanity hit.

“We’re racing, and my radio man
was yelling at me, ‘Turn harder, turn
harder.” So after three turns of him
telling me to turn harder, I grab the
bottom of the steering wheel and turn
it as hard as I could, and I did two bar-
rel rolls,” Dillard said. “I was upside
down; I went to undo the belt, and I
was back over right-side up. I tried to
keep going, but it broke the fuel line.”

With one crisis averted, Dillard
geared up for Sunday’s race.

“Then Sunday comes, I'd just
crashed, my engines aren’t coming, a
big mess. I start dead last,” Dillard
said, referencing the fact that he
couldn’t run in the qualifying race. “I
worked my way all the way up to
ninth, pass the ninth-place boat. I'm
passing the eighth-place boat, and as I
pass him, he doesn’t know. We're
going into a right-hander. I pass him,
he turns, and he hits me and puts a
crack in my boat. I see three boats in
front of me; I know I can go get them,
but once you get a crack in a boat
that’s going 130 mph, water comes in
there and just blows the boat com-
pletely apart.”

While it was the only race all season
that Dillard was unable to finish, he
stayed positive.

“That was, I think, my best race be-
cause it was the most troublesome, the
most hurdles I'd had to overcome,” he
said.

GETTING STARTED

To make sense of Dillard’s confi-
dence at the start of his F1 career, it
helps to know his origin as a racer.

He started the sport at the young
age of 13, following in the footsteps of
his father, Steve Dillard. The young
buck was an instant success. He won
his first race, and by the age of 14, he
won the APBA Hydro Class, racing
against a field of adults.

“It had never been done, still to this
day,” Dillard said of claiming the title
at 14. “I remember winning it, and it
felt like I did something wrong. When
I finished, everyone looked at me, giv-
ing me this really mean look because I
had just beat all these adults, and
they’re just looking down at this kid. I
was Kkinda confused.”

All through school, Dillard raced,
but mostly as a hobby. His greatest
passion was another sport, basketball.
He played at Camden Military and Lee
Academy before making the jump to
college hoops at Hampden Sydney Col-
lege in Virginia. His coach wasn’t nec-
essarily the biggest fan of his other
extracurricular activity.

“My college coach did not want me
to go. Actually, my roommates that
were on the team with me wanted to

ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM

Dillard’s rookie of the year trophy is displayed next to a miniature of one of his previous

tunnel boats.

The back of Dil-
lard’s helmet
features fellow
Dalzell athlete Ja
Morant, the cur-
rently injured
point guard of
the Memphis
Grizzlies.
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go to the race with me, and he
wouldn’t let them go,” Dillard said.
“When I was playing college basket-
ball, I was racing, but I wasn’t very
passionate about it. It was something I
was doing to be a hobby with my fa-
ther. It was more of a hobby.”

But Dillard got hurt during his
sophomore year, injuring two discs in
his lower back. He eventually had sur-
gery, but his days of college basketball
were finished. Without basketball to
drive his competitive spirit, Dillard
turned his attention fully to racing.

He was looking into purchasing a
new boat in 2018, contacting a team in
Sweden about a vehicle they were
planning to retire.

“We were thinking about buying
this thing and bringing it home, and
during that conversation, they said,
‘Why don’t you come over here and
race it with us in our world champion-
ship against the best in the world?’ I
said, ‘Sure, no problem.’” So I flew to
Sweden, stayed there for about a
month, went to the first race, it was in
Lithuania,” Dillard said. “We do quali-
fying on Saturday, and I miss the pole
by like .2 seconds, so I had to start sec-
ond. I had never been in this boat, I'd
never raced with these guys, this is
Formula 2, and we’re going about 120
mph, and I qualified second, which
blew everyone’s mind. They’re like,
‘Who is this American?’”

Much like his time in F1, things
didn’t necessarily go smoothly, but
they went well in the end.

“When the race started, we all line
up together, and we start like a drag
race onto the course, and then we do
the course. I hit the start, and the
motor didn’t crank,” he said. “Every-
body left, 21 boats left, and I stayed.
The fourth time, the engine cranked,
and they’re already 200-300 yards
ahead of me. It was a 45-lap race, and I
finished fourth. I ran down almost
every single one of those guys. I was
good from then on.”

Dillard stood out because of his ag-
gression to pass other racers, which is
atypical outside of the U.S.

“The mentality overseas is to main-
tain your position,” he said. “I always

want to keep going to the front be-
cause you can make one mistake and
go from first place to breaking your
boat and instead of making money to
spending money.”

After a strong start to his interna-
tional career, COVID-19 wiped out two
years of racing. He competed once in
America, winning a race on Lake Ha-
vasu in Arizona. After that, he dove
back into European competition, first
with a team from Italy before the
squad from England in 2022.

Now after a great rookie year, Dil-
lard is looking to make a strong push
in F1H20 in 2024.

“We got third last year in the team
championship. We should’ve gotten
second. If I wouldn’t have crashed, we
would’ve gotten second,” Dillard said.
“My teammate (Peter Morin) is really
good, too; he can win any race that we
have. Our team goal is to win the team
championship. You’ve got to finish
every race, that’s the most important.
The main goal is to finish every race
and to try to get on the podium. And I
want to get the pole on one of the
races. I know I can get the pole.”

Dillard also loves his team, China
CTIC. Owner Eric Chan has developed
a great environment with the squad
that is partially Chinese and partially
French.

“Every race he tells us, ‘No pres-
sure, just win,”” Dillard said of Chan.
“He kinda stands in the background,
he doesn’t get too much involved, but
he’s really excited about it. For some-
body to invest in the sport and have
their own team, they have to really
love it. You can see he has a passion
for it. As drivers, he really takes care
of us.”

The Dalzell native will start 2024 be-
hind the eight ball as he waits for his
boat to get back into racing shape
after his crash to end 2023. After that,
he’s gunning for wins.

“I don’t know what’s going to hap-
pen in the first race. I'm going to be in
a boat I've never been in before, so
we’ll see how that goes,” Dillard said.
“After the first race and I get my boat
back, I believe I can fight for the win
in every race we go to.”
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Senior Bowl features well-traveled Bs, other top prospects

BY JOHN ZENOR
Associated Press

MOBILE, Ala. — The Senior Bowl
quarterbacks are a well-traveled group,
most of whom have moved from one
Power Five program to another.

Led by Washington’s Michael Penix
Jr. and Oregon’s Bo Nix, all seven
have spent this week leading up to Sat-
urday’s Senior Bowl working on their
next landing spot.

The game will culminate a week of
scrutiny from NFL coaches, scouts
and executives on the field and in the
meeting rooms. And a week of trying
to stand out from the crowd.

“It’s all about preparation,” said
Penix, who led the Huskies to the na-
tional championship game. “Once you
get to this level, everybody knows foot-
ball. It’s about what extra are you
going to do to separate yourself from
somebody else. That’s what it’s going
to be about. That’s what it’s always
been about.”

Penix, Nix and Notre Dame’s Sam
Hartman will lead the National team.
The American team has South Caroli-
na’s Spencer Rattler, Tennessee’s Joe
Milton III, Tulane’s Michael Pratt and
South Alabama’s Carter Bradley.
Bradley, whose father Gus is the Indi-
anapolis Colts’ defensive coordinator,
will play on his home field at Hancock
Whitney Stadium.

Penix, who led the nation in passing

Former South
Carolina
American
quarterback
Spencer Rat-
tler, who is
suiting up for
the American
team this
week, runs
through drills
during prac-
tice for the
Senior Bowl
on Wednes-
day in Mobile,
Alabama.
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each of the past two seasons, and Nix
have faced off twice this season in
leading the Pac-12’s top teams. Now
they’re teammates for a week.

LSU Heisman Trophy winner
Jayden Daniels, USC’s Caleb Williams
and North Carolina’s Drake Maye are
widely regarded as the top three quar-
terbacks available for April’s draft.

But there are big names and poten-
tial high picks in Mobile too. Penix,
who started his career at Indiana, was
second in the Heisman voting. Nix, an
Auburn transfer, finished third.

Rattler arrived at South Carolina
via Oklahoma, Milton started his ca-
reer at Michigan and Hartman at
Wake Forest.

They’ve spent the week trying to
separate themselves from the pack but
the goal for the game is to give them
all fairly equal chances.

“We’re just going to try to give these
guys equal opportunities across the
board,” said National coach Jeff Ul-
brich, the New York Jets’ defensive co-
ordinator. “Do we want to win? Abso-
lutely. But at the same time the most

important part of this game is giving
these guys the opportunity to shine.”

They all bring confidence developed
during successful college careers. Rat-
tler was a bright spot in South Caroli-
na’s disappointing season.

“I stack up versus everybody,” Rat-
tler said. “I’'m confident in my abili-
ties. I'm happy with where I'm at right
now. Still working.”

Given that five of them have played
for multiple schools, the quarterbacks
have some added common ground
along with their mutual goals.

Hartman said being able to connect
with other college passers has been a
fun part of the experience. He can par-
ticularly relate to Nix. Both left their
home states to finish their careers.

“His legacy and his career is very
similar to mine, the highs and the
lows,” Hartman said. “I’'m a huge fan
of him.”

The game features a number of po-
tential early-round picks, including
edge rushers Laiatu Latu of UCLA
and Darius Robinson of Missouri, To-
ledo cornerback Quinyon Mitchell and
Texas defensive lineman T’Vondre
Sweat.

There are some highly rated offen-
sive linemen too, including Oregon
State’s Taliese Fuaga, Oklahoma’s
Tyler Guyton, BYU’s Kingsley Sua-
matai, Oregon center Jackson Pow-
ers-Johnson and Houston’s Patrick
Paul.

OBITUARIES

TOMMY EDWARD SAMUEL
MANNING — Tommy Ed-
ward Samuel, 72, died on Sun-

day, Jan. 28, 2024.

Funeral ser-
vices will be held
at 2 p.m. on Sun-
day at Fresh Fire
Christian Life
Center, 625 W.
Huggins St., Man-
ning.

These services
have been entrusted to Samu-
els Funeral Home LLC of
Manning.

MILDRED LEE STREATER
ENGLISH

Mildred Lee Streater En-
glish, of Sumter, died on Mon-
day, Jan. 29, 2024, at Prisma
Health Richland
Hospital.

Born on May
24, 1935, in the
city of Wades-
boro, North Caro-
lina, she was the
youngest child of
the late Thomas
and Carrie Adams Streater.
The family moved not long
after her birth to the city of
Cheraw, where Mildred spent
the remainder of her child-
hood, until she graduated
from Coulter Memorial Acad-
emy. After graduation, she
moved to Long Beach, New
York, to find work as most
young people from the south
did. While in New York, she
met a young soldier by the
name of William Thomas En-
glish. The two would soon
marry and eventually move to
Boston, Massachusetts, where
he was stationed.

While in Boston, Mildred
was a dedicated member of
Holy Tabernacle COGIC,
where she devotedly served
on the missionary board and
held the position as president
of the usher board for many
years, until the family moved
to South Carolina. Upon their
arrival in Sumter, Bishop En-
glish began the ministry of
Greater St. Paul N/D Church.
First Lady Mildred was very
active in the ministry from its
inception. She established the
usher board of Greater St.
Paul, served as the young
adult Sunday school teacher
for an extensive period,
served as president of the
missionary board for many
years, served as coordinator
for the Bill English Evangelis-
tic Association Outreach
Committee, and held the posi-
tion of church secretary until
her passing.

Mildred leaves to cherish:
one son, Geoffrey Streater Sr.;
three daughters, Sheryl (Ron-
ald) Eady, Sheila (James) Co-
plin and Shonda English;
three granddaughters, Sequi-
ta Toya (Paul) Abrams of
Gray Court, Tenesha Ciera
(Mario) Drake of Cheraw and
JaShema (Toa) Panapa of
Florence; two grandsons,
Geoffrey (Jasmine) Streater
Jr. of Charlotte, North Caroli-
na, and James (Breigh) Coplin

SAMUEL

ENGLISH

IIT of Denver, Colorado; six
great-granddaughters; three
great-grandsons; a close cous-
in, Thelma Woods of Black
Mountain, North Carolina; a
host of nieces and nephews
whom she held dear to her
heart; adopted daughters in
Christ, Connie Pearson and
Denise Franklin; a special sis-
ter in Christ, Mary Sumpter;
and many sons and daughters
in the Lord.

From Massachusetts to
South Carolina, her life
touched many.

In addition to her parents
and her loving husband of 52
years, Mildred was preceded
in death by her brothers,
Preston (Fannie) Streater and
Thomas "June" Little; and sis-
ters, Sarah (John) Hawkins,
Louise (Sammie) Isaiah and
Ethel (James) McCaskill.

Public viewing will be held
from 2 to 6 p.m. today at Job’s
Mortuary.

Funeral services will be
held at 3 p.m. on Sunday at
Greater St. Paul N/D Church,
200 Watkins St., Sumter, with
Bishop Henry Simmons offici-
ating and Minister Ernest
LeGette, eulogist. Interment
will follow in Bishop W.T. En-
glish Memorial Park, 3735
Congruity Road, Sumter.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter, is in charge
of arrangements.

JOSEPHINE FRAISER

Josephine Fraiser, 83, was
born on March 30, 1940, in
Sumter, a daughter of the late
Joshua Sr. and
Ophelia Olden
Fraiser. She de-
parted this life on
Monday, Jan. 29,
2024, at Prisma
Health Tuomey
Hospital in Sum-
ter.

Public viewing will be held
from 2 to 6 p.m. on Sunday at
Job’s Mortuary.

Funeral services will be
held at 11 a.m. on Monday at
Wayman Chapel AME
Church, 160 N. Kings High-
way, Sumter, SC 29154 with
the Rev. Robert L. China Jr.
officiating. Interment will fol-
low in Wayman Chapel AME
Church Cemetery, SC 29154.

The family will receive
friends from 1 to 6 p.m. daily
at 4780 Chanson Lane, Sum-
ter, SC 29154.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter, is in charge
of arrangements.

Online memorials may be
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuaryinc@gmail.com or visit
us on the web at www.job-
smortuary.net.

IVORY ROSE BURGESS
WILSON

Ivory Rose Burgess Wilson,
88, was born on Jan. 14, 1936,
in New Zion, a daughter of
the late John Ben-

FRAISER

jamin Howard
and Creola Oph-
elia Burgess How-
ard.

She departed

this life on Tues-

WILSON day, Jan. 30, 2024,

at her residence.

Public viewing will be held
from 2 to 6 p.m. on Sunday at
Job’s Mortuary.

Funeral services will be
held at 1 p.m. on Monday at
First Baptist Missionary
Church, 219 S. Washington
St., Sumter, SC 29150 with the
Rev. George P. Windley Jr. of-
ficiating. Interment will be
held at Hickory Grove Baptist
Church Cemetery, Turbeville,
SC 29162.

The family will receive
friends at the home, 3643 Mo-
seley Drive, Sumter, SC 29154.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter, is in charge
of arrangements.

Online memorials may be
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuaryinc@gmail.com or visit
us on the web at www.job-
smortuary.net.

RICHARD MCBRIDE

Funeral services for Rich-
ard McBride will be held at 3
p.m. on Sunday at Crossroad
Christian Fellow-
ship, 845 Webb
St., Sumter, with
Apostle Sylvester
Francis III, pas-
tor. Interment
will follow in
Bradford Ceme-
tery.

Richard was born on April
24, 1959, in Manning, to the
late Arthur and Ruthie Lee
Witherspoon McBride.

He departed this life on
Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2024, in
Sumter.

The family is receiving
friends at 71 Birnie Circle,
Sumter.

Funeral services are en-
trusted to Whites Mortuary
LLC — Dedicated to Excel-
lence — Committed to Ser-
vice.

REGINALD MCFADDEN

Funeral services for Regi-
nald McFadden will be held at
2 p.m. on Sunday at Jehovah
Missionary Bap-

McBRIDE

tist Church, 805 S.
Harvin St., Sum-
ter, with Marion
H. Newton, pas-
tor, and Bishop

Shederick White

McFADDEN officiating. Inter-
ment will follow
in Ruby M.B. Simon Family
Cemetery, 3750 Congruity
Road, Gable

A public viewing will be
held from 3 to 6 p.m. today at
the mortuary.

Reginald, husband of
Yoland James McFadden, was
born on March 31, 1975, in
Sumter, to Deborah Smith
McFadden and the late Felix
McFadden III.

He departed this life on
Tuesday, Jan. 30, 2024, in
Sumter.

The family is receiving
friends from 3to 7 p.m. at 1
Burgess Court, Sumter.

Services entrusted to
Whites Mortuary LL.C — Ded-
icated to Excellence — Com-
mitted to Service.

JAMES ERVIN FRANCIS
James Ervin Francis, 66,

was born on Dec. 14, 1957, in
Sumter, a son of the late John
Burch and Mabel Alviteen
Francis. He departed this life
on Friday, Jan. 26, 2024, at his
residence.

Public viewing will be held
from 2 to 6 p.m. today at Job’s
Mortuary.

Funeral services will be
held at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday at
Salem Chapel & Heritage Cen-
ter, 101 S. Salem Ave., Sumter,
SC 29150.

The family will receive
friends at the home of his
daughter, 232 S. Salem Ave.,
Sumter, SC 29150.

Online memorials may be
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuaryinc@gmail.com or visit
us on the web at www.job-
smortuary.net.

DEMETRE TERRELL GAYLE

Demetre Terrell Gayle, 38,
crossed over to life on Sunday,
Jan. 28, 2024, in Charlotte,
North Carolina.

Born in Sumter County at
Shaw Air Force Base, he was
a son of Juanita Gayle Epps
and stepson of Roy Lee Epps.

Funeral arrangements are
in progress and will be an-
nounced by Palmer Memorial
Chapel.

MARION GREEN JR.

Marion Green Jr. departed
this life on Friday, Feb. 2, 2024,
in Sumter.

He was born on June 2,
1937, in Wedgefield, to the late
Marion D. Green Sr. and
Prectdia Scott Green Wash-
ington.

The family will be receiv-
ing friends from 3 to 7 p.m. at
2410 Emil Road, Wedgefield.

Funeral services are in-
complete and will be an-
nounced later by Whites Mor-
tuary LLC.

RICHARD THOMAS WALLEY

Richard Thomas Walley, 76,
husband of Ida Sansbury Wal-
ley, died on Thursday, Feb. 1,
2024, at Prisma Health Tuom-
ey Hospital.

Born on March 25, 1947, in
Bridgeport, Connecticut, he
was a son of the late Thomas
Walley and Helen Griwach
Walley. He formerly attended
New Hope Baptist Church and
was currently attending Hick-
ory Road Baptist Church. He
enjoyed playing music and
loved fishing. He was an auto-
mobile salesman for many
years. He was a U.S. Air Force
veteran.

Survivors include his wife;
a son, Michael Lee Walley
(Terrie) of Lexington; a
granddaughter, Bella Grace
Walley of Lexington; a sister,
Mary Walley Williams (C.J.)
of St. Mary, Florida; a neph-
ew, Alex Muraviov of Tennes-
see; and a special aunt, Lottie
McManus of Sumter.

He was preceded in death
by a sister, Linda Walley Boc-
carossa.

A funeral service will be
held at 3:30 p.m. Sunday in the
Elmore-Cannon-Stephens Fu-
neral Home chapel with the
Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor officiat-
ing. Burial will be in New
Hope Baptist Church Ceme-
tery.

Pallbearers will be Michael
Walley, Allen Nesbitt, Jay
Nesbitt, Jared Nesbitt, Tyler
Washington and Steve McMa-
nus.

Honorary pallbearers will
be James Barwick, Cary Cook
and Bubba Hatfield.

The family will receive
friends from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.
on Sunday at Elmore-Can-
non-Stephens Funeral Home.

Memorials may be made to
Hickory Road Baptist Church,
1245 Cherryvale Drive, Sum-
ter, SC 29154.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of Sumter is in charge of
the arrangements.

WENDELL MILLER

MANNING — On Monday,
Jan. 29, 2024, Wendell "Bo"
Miller, husband of Sharon
Moorer Miller, passed away
peacefully at McLeod Health
Clarendon.

Born on Thursday, Jan. 4,
1962, in Manning, he was a
son of the late Albert Jr. and
Pearlene Hilton Miller.

Services celebrating his life
will take place at 2 p.m. on
Sunday at Premuel Gibson
Gymnasium, located on the
campus of Manning Junior
School, 1101 W.L. Hamilton
Road, Manning, where the
Rev. Terry R. Johnson Sr.,
pastor of Elizabeth Mission-
ary Baptist Church, will pre-
side. The Rev. David Pugh,
pastor of St. John Baptist
Church, will bring words of
comfort. The service of com-
mittal with military honors
will follow in the family plot,
located in St. John Baptist
Church Cemetery, 3944 Brew-
er Road, Bloomville communi-
ty, Manning.

Public viewing will take
place from 4 to 6 p.m. today at
Fleming & DeLaine Chapel,
222 W. Boyce St., Manning.

The family is receiving rela-
tives and friends from 3 to 8
p.m. at the residence, 2067 Hec-
tor Walker Road, Manning.

Fleming & DeLaine Funeral
Home and Chapel of Manning
is assisting the Miller family.
Online condolences may sent
to wwuw.flemingdelaine.com or
flemingdelaine@aol.com.

JIMMY LEE THAMES

BRIDGEPORT, Connecticut
— On Monday, Jan. 29, 2024,
Jimmy Lee "JT" Thames de-
parted this life at his resi-
dence in Bridgeport.

Born on Wednesday, May 1,
1946, in Manning, he was a
son of Sarah Lee Wells
Thames and the late late Al-
phonso Thames.

Online condolences may be
sent to www.flemingdelaine.
com or flemingdelaine@aol.
com.
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AUTO &
TRANSPORTATION

Aftermarket Auto Repair

Auto & Boat Upholstery

Auto Body Shop

Auto Parts

Boat Dealership
Tire Store

Car & Truck Accessories

Car Audio & Electronics

Car Salesperson

Dealership Service Dept

Limousine Service

Luxury Car Dealership

Mobile Car Detailing

Motorcycle / Moped Dealership

New Car Dealership

ATV Dealership

Oil Change

Rims / Wheels Store

Small Engine Repair

Towing Service
Used Car Dealership

BUSINESS

Adult Day Center

Air Purification Company

Auction Company

Bail Bond Company

Banquet Facilities

Barber Shop

Building Design Company

Car Wash

Child Care Center

Children’s Fitness

Commercial Contractor

Commercial Real
Estate Company

Dance Studio

Day Spa

Dry Cleaners

Employment Agency

Fire Extinguisher Service

Fitness Center / Gym

Floral Company

Funeral Home

Golf Course

Hair Salon

Health Care Insurance

Heavy Equipment Rental

Home & Auto Insurance

Hotel

Internet Service Provider

Irrigation Company

IT Company

Junk Removal Service

Life Insurance Company

Lumber Company

Manufacturing Plant

Martial Arts

Massage /
Massage Therapist

Mobile Device Repair

Monument Company

Nail Salon

Online-Based Business

Paralegal Firm

Paving Company

Pest Control

Pet Boarding

Pet Grooming

Pet Hospital

Pilates / Yoga Studio

Printing & Graphics Company
Self Storage Facility

Septic Tanks

Sign Company
Storage Buildings

Tanning Salon

Tattoo Studio

Transportation Services

Travel Agency

Tree Service

Trucking Company
Web Design Company

Window Tinting

Community

Art Gallery

Charity Event

Church

Civic Club

Community Event

Elected Official

EMT

Event Entertainment

Event Venue

Family Entertainment
Firefighter

Law Enforcement Officer

Live Theatre

Networking Group

Non-Profit Organization

Park

Place for a Girls Night Out
Place for Kids to Have Fun

Place to Take a Visitor

Place to Volunteer

Sports Leagues
Summer Camp

Wedding Venue

EAT & DRINK

American

Asian

Bar

Barbeque

Breakfast

Breakfast Buffet

Brunch

BBQ Sauce/
Seasoning Rub

Buffet

Burger

Business Lunch

Butcher

Cake & Desserts

Catering

Chicken

Coffee Shop
Country Cooking

Deli

Donuts

Family Restaurant

Fast Food

Food Truck

French Fries

Frozen Yogurt

Grocery Store

Happy Hour

Health Food

Hot Dog

lce Cream Store

ltalian

Liquor Store

Local Produce Farm

Mexican

Nightclub

Pizza

Pizza Delivery

Produce

Restaurant Drive-Thru

Romantic Restaurant

Salads

Sandwiches

Seafood

Smoothie

Snow Cones /
Shaved Ice

Sports Bar

Steak

Sushi

Sweet Tea

Takeout

Tex-Mex

Wings
EDUCATION

Adult Education

After-School Program

College / University

College Professor

Driving School

Elementary School

High School

Middle School

Preschool

Private School

School Administrator

School Teacher

Tutoring Center

HOME & FINANCE

Accounting

Air & Heating Service

Apartment Complex

Assisted Living Community

Audio Video Solutions

Bank

Bookkeeping Company
Cable/Satellite Company

Carpet Cleaning

Cleaning Company (Residential)

Contractor / Remodeler

Countertops Company

Credit Union

Decks & Porches

Drive-Thru Banking

Electric Company

Fence Company

Financial Advisement

Flooring Installation Company
Garage Doors

Glass & Mirror

Grading & Hauling

Gutter Maintenance

Home Accents Company

Home Security Company
Interior Decorating Company
Investment Company

Landscaping

Loan Company
Locksmith
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Manufactured House Dealer
Mortgage Lender
Moving Company
New Home Construction
Company
Nursing Home
Painters
Plumbing Supplies
Pool Company
Pressure Washing Company
Propane / Gas Company
Property Management Company

Real Estate Agent
Real Estate Appraisal
Real Estate Closing Attorney
Real Estate Company
Real Estate Inspector
Roofing Company
Senior Care
Tax Preparation
Window Cleaning

MEDICAL

Audiologist
Cardiologist
Children’s Dentist
Chiropractor
Cosmetic Dentist
Dentist Office
Dermatologist
Dialysis Company
Durable Medical Equipment

Ear Nose, and Throat
Endodontics
Esthetician
Family Practice
General Surgeon
Hearing Aid Center
Home Health
Hospice Care
Hospital
Imaging Services
In-Home Care
Internal Medicine

Laser / Skin Care

Lasik Surgery

Medical Center

Nurse

Qbstetrics & Gynecology

Occupational Therapist

Optometrist
Orthodontist

Orthopedic Surgeon

Qutpatient Surgery

Qutpatient Therapy Clinic

Pediatric Practice

Physical Therapist

Plastic Surgeon

Podiatrist

Prosthetics Company

Psychiatrist
Mental Health Counselor

Sleep Center

Urgent Care

PROFESSIONALS

Bankruptcy Attorney
Bartender

Chef

Civil Attorney

Consultant

Counselor

Criminal Defense Attorney
Hair Stylist

Electrical Contractor

Estate Planning Attorney

Event Planner

Life Coach

Family Law Attorney

Individual Dentist

Insurance Agent

Loan Officer

Pediatrician

Personal Injury Attorney

Personal Trainer

Pet Sitter

Pet Trainer

Photographer

Plumber

Private Investigator

Tattoo Artist

\eterinarian

Wedding Coordinator

SHOPPING &
COMMERCE

Antique Store

Appliance Store

Arts and Crafts Store

Bookstore

Boutique
Bridal Shop

Carpet/ Flooring Store

CBD Retailer

Children’s Clothing Store

Computer Store

Consignment Store
Cosmetics Store
Department Store
Fabric Store
Feed Store
Fishing Store
Fitness Store
Frame Store
Furniture Store

Gas Station

Gift Store

Golf Cart Store

Guns & Firearms Dealer
Hardware Store

Jewelry Store
Lighting & Fan Store
Local Cellular Company
Mattress Store

Men's Clothing Store
Music Store

Nursery
Office Equipment
Paint Store
Party Rentals
Party Supply Store
Pawn Shop
Pharmacy
School Supplies
Shoe Store
Sporting Goods
Thrift Store
Tobacco Store
Tool / Equipment Rental Store
Tuxedo Rental

Vape Store
Wig Store
Window Company
Women’s Clothing Store

BEST OF THE BEST

Best Boss

Best Customer Service
Best Local Industry
Best Locally Owned Business
Best New Business

(opened in 2023)
Best Place to Work

THE BIGGEST BEST OF SUMTER.

The Scoop on BEST OF SUMTER 2024

1. VOTE DAILY at Theltem.com/BestOf OR vote through your print ballot. Deadline for voting is

Feb. 23.

2. Winners with the most votes will be announced at the BEST OF SUMTER 2024 — The Red Carpet
Event - Tuesday, April 30 and in the Sumter Item’s glossy BEST OF SUMTER magazine on May 4.

3. Winners will receive a BEST OF SUMTER window cling and framed photo recognition.

4. Winners will be invited to attend the BEST OF SUMTER red carpet event in April!

To promote your business throughout the contest, contact your Item sales representative or

marketing@theitem.com.

REGISTRATION
BALLOT

Drop off or mail to:

ATTN: BALLOTS
36 W. Liberty Street
Sumter, SC 29151

Name

dress

City

State
Email:

Zip
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CLASSIFIEDS

To Place Your Classified Ads,

Please call

803-774-1200

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for
Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday & Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for the Weekend edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is
made; however we are not responsible for errors after
the first run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or
expense that results from the printing or omission of
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse

or cancel any ad at any time.

LEGAL
NOTICES

Legal Notice

NOTICE OF
CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARINGS

The Sumter City Council will hold
public hearings on proposed
amendments to the City of Sumter
Zoning Ordinance on Tuesday,
February 20, 2024, at 6:00 p.m., in the
City Council Chambers located on
the Fourth Floor of the Sumter
Opera House (21 N. Main St.). The
following requests are scheduled for
consideration:

RZ-24-01, 160 Hoyt St. (City)

A request to rezone one +/- 0.17-acre
parcel from Residential-6 (R-6) to
General Residential (GR). The
property is located at160 Hoyt St. and
is represented by Tax Map #
227-13-01-019.

Documents pertaining to the
proposed request(s) are on file in the
Office of the Sumter City-County
Planning Department and are
available to be inspected and studied
by interested citizens.

David P. Merchant
Mayor

Summons &
Notice

STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER
IN THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS
CASE NUMBER:
2023-CP-43-01637

GAYLE MAHIEU,
PLAINTIFF.

VS.

SAMIR PRAVIN PATEL,
DEFENDANTS.

SUMMONS

TO THE DEFENDANT, SAMIR
PRAVIN PATEL, NAMED ABOVE:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED,
and required to answer the
Complaint in this action, a copy of
which is available from the Clerk of
Court for Sumter County, South
Carolina, herewith served upon you,
which was filed on October 12, 2023
at 4:38 P.M., and to serve a copy of
your answer to the said Complaint on
the Plaintiff, or his attorneys, Poulin
| Willey | Anastopoulo, LLC at their
office located at 32 Ann Street,
Charleston, South Carolina 29403,
within thirty (30) days after the
service hereof, exclusive of the day
of such service, and if you fail to
answer the Complaint within the
amount of time aforesaid, the
Plaintiff in this action will apply to
the Court for judgment by default for
the relief demanded in the
Complaint.

POULIN | WILLEY |
ANASTOPOULO, LLC

s/ India D. Shaw

India D. Shaw, Esq.

S.C. Bar No.: 104339

Lane D. Jefferies, Esq.

S.C. Bar No.: 101764

32 Ann Street

Charleston, SC 29403

(803) 222-2222

E: teamshaw@poulinwilley.com
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
Charleston, South Carolina

Dated this 18th day of January, 2024

TO THE DEFENDANT, SAMIR
PRAVIN PATEL, NAMED ABOVE:
TAKE NOTICE, that the Summons
in the above-mentioned action of
which the foregoing is a copy,
together with the Complaint therein
was filed in the office of the Clerk of
Court, Sumter County Court of
Common Pleas, 215 H. Harvin Street,
Sumter, SC 29150 on the 12thth day
of October, 2023 at 4:38 PM.

POULIN | WILLEY |
ANASTOPOULO, LLC

s/ India D. Shaw

India D. Shaw, Esq.

Summons &
Notice

S.C. Bar No.: 104339

Lane D. Jefferies, Esq.

S.C. Bar No.: 101764

32 Ann Street

Charleston, SC 29403

(803) 222-2222

E: teamshaw@poulinwilley.com
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
Charleston, South Carolina

Dated this 18th day of January, 2024

Public Hearing

NOTIFICATION OF
BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Manning Board of
Zoning Appeals will meet on
Monday, February 26, 2024 at
6:00 PM, City Hall, 29 West
Boyce Street, to hear the
following appeals:

Request No. 2024-E-02 by
Mary Major to be allowed a
special exception to Dbe
allowed a

daycare center for property
located on 212 Dinkins
Street, Tax Map #
187-02-05-018-00

zoned, Light Industrial (LI).

Documents relating to this
appeal are available for
public inspection during
regular business hours in the
office of the Zoning
Administrator at City Hall,
29 West Boyce Street,
Manning, South Carolina.

NOTIFICATION OF
BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Manning Board of
Zoning Appeals will meet on
Monday, February 26, 2024 at
6:00 PM, City Hall, 29 West
Boyce Street, to hear the
following appeals:

Request No. 2024-E-01 by The
Manning Diner, LLC to be
allowed a special exception to
sell and consume alcohol on
premises for property located
at 302 E. Boyce Street, Tax
Map # 187-03-08-005-00 zoned,
General Commercial (GC).
Documents relating to this
appeal are available for
public inspection during
regular business hours in the
office of the Zoning
Administrator at City Hall,
29 West Boyce Street,
Manning, South Carolina.

Tree Service

A Notch Above Tree Care Full
quality service low rates, lic./ins., free
est BBB accredited. Log pickup
available. 803-983-9721

Auctions

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

To satisfy the owner's storage lien,
PS Retail Sales, LLC will sell at
public lien sale on February 21, 2024,
the personal property in the
below-listed units, which may
include but are not limited to:
household and personal items, office
and other equipment. The public
sale of these items will begin at
09:30 AM and continue until all
units are sold.

PUBLIC STORAGE # 25924, 1143 N
Guignard Dr, Sumter, SC 29150, (803)
282-9623

Time: 10:30 AM

Sale to be held at
www.storagetreasures.com.
238 - Dunham, Nikosha;

303 - Forbes, Sierra;

319 - Kron, Chad;

331 - Taylor, Tonia;

344 - Neeley, David;

417 - Walters, Kiarra;

472 - Cassidy, Meagan;

510 - Bristle, Lloyd;

512 - Ray, James;

642 - Lipscomb, Shaquania;
701 - Sterling, Jonathan;

720 - Jones, David Jermaine;
727 - Glover, Willa;

739 - Daniels, Edward;

748 - Atzert, Ryan

PUBLIC STORAGE # 08604, 1277
Camden Hwy, Sumter, SC 29153,
(803) 218-9507

Time: 11:00 AM

Sale to be held at
www.storagetreasures.com.
A006 - Mcfadden, Latasha;
A018 - Dozier, Malcolm;
A044 - Stone, Henery;

A049 - Gipson, Dy'Mond;
C025 - Nelson, Yolonda;
C038 - brown, Derrick;
D004 - Archie, Tamara;
D017 - Chatman, Cristie;
D036 - Rose, Yolanda;

EO006 - Johnson, Geneva;
E033 - Hilton, Ny'Keria;
F020 - Bowen, Summer;
F031 - Prosser, Amanda;
F052 - Mack, Rosa;

F055 - Davis, Colin;

G003 - Hinnant, Joycelyn;
G036 - Rogers, David

PUBLIC STORAGE # 25925, 3785
Broad St, Sumter, SC 29154, (803)
282-9826

Time: 11:30 AM

Sale to be held at
www.storagetreasures.com.

0106 - Mcmillan, Steven;

0128 - Skipper, Kimberly;

0209 - Muldrow, Shamara;

0213 - Wiilams, Dujuana;

0241 - Butler, James;

0253 - Dawson, Kimberly;

0318 - Mcdaniels, Elijah;

0424 - Morris, Keith;

0517 - Mitchell, George;

0618 - Taylor, Aaron;

0801 - Patton, Clint;

0809 - Nelson, Mary

Public sale terms, rules, and
regulations will be made available
prior to the sale. All sales are
subject to cancellation. We reserve
the right to refuse any bid. Payment
must be in cash or credit card-no
checks. Buyers must secure the
units with their own personal locks.
To claim tax-exempt status, original
RESALE certificates for each space
purchased is required. By PS Retail
Sales, LLC, 701 Western Avenue,
Glendale, CA 91201. (818) 244-8080.

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

BILLHEIMER ESTATE SALE
100 Bridgepointe Dr.
Sumter, SC 29154
Fri., Feb 2, 2024 10am-5pm
Sat., Feb 3, 2024 9am -1pm
Sumter Cabinet Queen Size Bdrm
Set, China Hutch, Wicker Chairs,
Cedar Chest, Trunks, Artwork,
Jewelry, Ladies Accessories/Cloth-
ing, China, Crystal, Lots of kit &
hsehld items, Mechanics, weld-
ing/woodworking tools, Yard &
gardening tools, GE Upright Freez-

er, Sewing machines, etc.
All items must be sold!
estatesales.org
NO EARLY SALES
CASH ONLY
(SC sales tax will be applied)

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Driver/mover helper, part-time to
full-time hours. No experience
needed. Background check. Driver
class A or B or non-CDL. Good
driving record. 803-236-4008.

Help Wanted
Part-Time

Part-time tax preparer needed in
Sumter, SC. Requirements: PTIN
Number. Please email resume to:
sumtertaxpreparer@gmail.com

Work Wanted

Need a carpenter? Small repairs,
build porches, repair homes. Call
803-464-1059

RENTALS

Mobile Home
Rentals

Nice 3BR 2BA SW on 1 acre. 5
min. to Shaw. Priv. lot. $1000mo. +
dep. Background & credit check
required. 803-983-0371.

Office Rentals

Downtown upstairs office space
available. 20 E. Liberty St, in Hub
Zone. $300-$450 includes utilities.
Call 803-983-3135 for appointment.

TRANSPORTATION

Miscellaneous

REFURBISHED BATTERIES
Group 24 Marine $59.95
Automotive as low as $50.00

GR 31 Truck $79.95

Hi Amp Diesel $99.95

(plus tax & exchange for each)
We also carry hard to find
alternators and starters!

Sisson Auto Electric Co.
102 Bivd Rd
803-773-4381
Serving Sumter

since 1972

1 Bedroom
Apartments for

62 YEARS AND OLDER

*Refrigerator +Central Heat & Air «Community Room

*Range
+Blinds
*Carpet

*Coin Operated
Laundry Room

*Handicap
Accessible
*Emergency Call

*Ceiling Fans System
**Rent Based On 30% of Adjusted Income**

*Utility Allowance Given**

Southview

60 Hilliard Drive « Sumter, S.C. 29150

For application or information, please call

&

803-934-1449
TTY 800-735-8583

MANNING LANE

APARTMENTS

300 EAST SOUTH ST
MANNING, S.C. 29102
(803) 435 4492

APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED

WEDNESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 8:00 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M.

1,2,

& 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

HOUSING FOR FAMILIES, SENIORS, & PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

.

.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR
CARPET/STOVE/REFRIGERATOR/BLINDS
WASHER/DRYER CONNECTIONS
LAUNDRY FACILITY ON SITE
INDIVIDUAL STORAGE

PLAYGROUND

SMOKE FREE COMMUNITY

LIMITED RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

FOR QUALIFIED APPLICANTS

“THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER”

&

ACCESSIBLE UNITS
TDD # 711

REASONABLE ACCOMODATIONS

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHERS ACCEPTED

Want to improve sales?
We can help you with that.

*Print Ads

* Magazines
» Digital Ads
* Video

KAREN
CAVE

MULTIMEDIA
CONSULTANT

CONTACT ME TODAY
803+774+1242

karen@theitem.com

Cat Litter
Canned Cat Food

Donations
For Sumter SPCA

You can hel

P

Soft treats and Hard Treats

Dry Dog Food
Cleaning Supplies
Lysol

Bleach

Dawn Dishwashing Soap

Laundry Detergent
Towels and Blankets (new and used)

Donations can be dropped off at
Sumter SPCA
1140 S. Guignard Drive ® Sumter, SC 29150
Office Hours: 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Closed Wednesdays & Sundays
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SUNDAY
February 4, 2024

600D GRIEF!
THAT HOME
IS RIGHT IN
THE NEXT

PEANUTS

featuring

“Good ol
CherlieBrown”

b7‘7/c//1/zz/
I HAVE A RATS! I DON'T THINK YOU
SUEGESTION Q;.) WE'VE HAD Cég GUARD OUR HOME
TO MAKE.. SOME 8‘; E%-lI‘E{RF;ROM
BURGLARIES
(N OUR
, NEIGHBORHOOD (/
C
(=
| — ~ >’“ — P

I MIGHT ALSO SUGBEST THAT
YOU GET YOURSELF SOME
KIND OF WEAPON...

MY SUGGESTION IS THAT
YOU SIT HERE BY THE
FRONT DOOR TONIGHT

GARFIELD

JM DAVSS 2-4

© 2024 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.
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CLOSE TO HOME

BY JOHN McPHERSON

®20/BIOHN MCPRERSON/PIST. BYANDREWSMcMEELSYArD. 2/4

WHILE DOUG nAS
N THE RESTAROM,
WANLDA QUICHLY
FILLED OUr #1S

| DAT/VG SCORE
CARD.

=~ e
DATING SCORS -
o
AT )

by Bill Amend

THIS TRAILER FOR THE
NEXT GRAND THEFT AUTO
GAME HAS ME PUMPED.

MoM'S NoT
GONNA LET
YoU PLAY IT.

WHEN 1T
COMES ouT
NEXT YEAR,
I'LL BE 17!
I'LL FINALLY
BE oLD

I SWEAR WE THAT'S
HAD THIS EXACT IMPOSSIBLE.
CONVERSATION MUST BE
BEFORE THE LAST DETA VU,

GRAND THEFT AUTO
GAME CAME oUT.

THE LAST
GTA CAME oUT
10 YEARS AGoO.

I COULDN'T

HAVE BEEN
1¢ YEARS otD

BACK THEN

www.foxtrot.com Instagram: @foxtrot

I MEAN,

©2024 Bill Amend / Dist. by Andrews McMeel

NO WONDER
I STRUGGLE
WITH PHYSICS.

ACTUALLY,
IT'S PROBABLY
BETTER F WE
DON'T THINK
ABOUT T,

' KNG FEATURES S4N0:

NO, PJ! YOU'RE NOT

i ENOUGH
TO PLAY WITH

UE LOVES ME... UE LOVES ME
NOT... UE LOVES ME...

\

AN

ACTUALLY, IT DOESN'T MATTER !
1 Love /M.

JUST SAY WUAT'S ON YOUR MIND,
HERNIA, 0 1 CAN FNIGH MY BOOK. /

=,

ko d

YOU'RE GOING TO BE MY
HUSBAND ONE DAY/

2R

BY FRANCESCO MARCIULIANO & JIM KEEFE

TRADITION-
BUILDING A
SNOWMAN.

BUT WE DON'T
EVEN ENJOY BUILDING A
SNOWMAN ANYMORE...

BUT THAT'S
GONNA HAPPEN
EVENTUALLY
ANYWAY, HIL.

AND WHO
KNOWS2 MAYBE
ONE DAY WELL

MAKE A SNOWMAN
AGAIN-WHEN WE
CAU

—  TrEeL we
HAVE TO.

EVERY YEAR WE JUST HALF-HEARTEDLY
ROLL BALLS OF SNOW UNTIL WE EITHER
SAY “I'M COLD, LET’S 60 IN” OR DECIDE TO

xziT HAVE A SNOWBALL FIGHT INSTEAD. A

BUT IF WE STOP
NOW WE'LL -
BE SAYING
GOODBYE TO
PART OF OUR
CHILDHOOD!

WANT TO HAVE A SNOWBALL FIGHT.

OKAY, BUT LET'S GET SOME MORE

FRIENDS INVOLVED. OTHERWISE [T JUST
LOOKS LIKE THE
TWO OF US ARE
ANGRY AT EACH
Y OTHER OR ONE
OWESMTHE OTHER
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Winner!

B 2024 CREATORS coM

oo - . . .
There’s no crying in pi llaging!” Emal submissions along ith your hame and fokn o R goto

—Bernie Kiem, Dalton,MA on Instagran fo commentfike.

FIRANR (R

I 60T OR WE'LL

FRANK, WE'VE GOT = — A STRANGE LADY —
A SITUATION, ‘ FORESTRY - 1S BOTHERING | ], ] | FOREST ¢
ll‘e DEPARTMENT AN EAGLE. |t DEPARTA |

TN — — WHAT? 'v\"//a — g

9,73 ) ol l \ &, Wé

e SOl IRV E N

“#r/ R 2] ! . s ) ﬁ A N gf

TS = =

YEAH. SHE'S MAKING WEIRD MAAM] PLEASE DON'T PESTER LY (it~ &2
FACES AT THE BIRD WHILE THE NESTER WITH A T RS
THE BIRD 15 UP IN ITS TREE. STRANGE GESTURE. B Suml

oy THE. ARREST
g HER. .
/1 '£
4@4_ SvE R N z
MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM BY MIKE PETERS

H(BEAUTIFUL!
WHATS POUR
SIGNPLETS
HIT THE
HAR,

.
. e S

- { THE CHEETAH IS THE
= ———l  <NOWR LAND ANIMAL

FASTEST -

©

o

SLED PLEASE,
RODNEY!

THE PERFECT  \
DAY FOR THIS 0

° V4
b - 4
“‘\f\_ﬁ:\\“/\/'_/ oy
)
TN — ° N N
by Hart, Mastroianni and Parker

= ¥
§ ////%
T =

©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights r@ JohnHartStudios.com

SLEDDING MAKES ME
| FEEL LIKE A KID AGAIN/
71 \

oo

! Ver—alk
,\/e E &
— ,
N - =
J - =
o — —
o il 2-4-24 "

—————
Dist. by Creators

GET FUZZY

AN o [iuE IT°S JUsT) JBUT 1T SAYS /) No, THATS SN'T THAT JUST
ANCESTOR ©OF |3 [MUST A LITTLE} [HerRe He DAL HoUsIE. HOW CANADIANS
MINE NAMED |2 GREW LP CANADA WRITE? WITH THE
DARBY. I'M | W A “EH™ BUILT IN?
KESEARCHING | ¢ DoLL HousE

MY FAMILY,

GoComics.com

©2011 Darby Conley (Ot by

g X
_ \ee | B

LIKE “KE ANTWAY, DALHOUSIE DIP HE NO, HE WAS AND Now
GREW UP IN TELL ME DARBY, HAVE A THE TowN YOU'RE THE
DOLL HOUSE, EHP” ABOUT DREAM NEIGHBORHOOD

WHINER . “TWAS

DoLLHoysE HOUSE 7

BARBIE
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SHOE

BY GARY BROOKINS & SUSIE MACNELLY

THE FOLLOWING PROGRAM
CONTAINS SCENES SOME
MAY FIND DISTURBING...

©24 MacNelly-Dist. by King Features-SHOECOMICS.COM  2/4

PARENTAL GUIDANCE
15 ADVISED.

Sty AN
SN ATTREN
MoW? | NN

- '\‘j’“\ Y
WY \\\_\-\\\‘I\

MIGHT WE DISCUSS THE
COUNTLESS WAYS IN WHICH
" I WISH TO MAKE YOUR
DREAMS COME TRUE?

ONECAN HAVE KNOWLEDGE WITH-
OUT COMPREHENSION. 1T 1S COM-
: PREHENSION THAT DEFINES
INTELLECT.

LEARNING IS SIMPLY A ROTE
INGESTION OF FACTS AND
EXPERIENCE-RELATED TRNIA

(S0, we KNoW THAT CRANIAL CAPROITY

18 NOT RELATED 1O INTELLECTUAL.
CAPABILITY. 1
T /“,—

y J 4 et

ABSOLUTELY.
l

TREREFORE,\T 1S PERCENED

INTELLECT THAT WOOLD THEN
TIAL

DEFINE ONE'S POIEN
PHRENIC. CAPRBILITY.

B

1 PORTONALTOTHE

THE CBNIATING FACIOR WHICH

HFFECngF\E INITIAL GANGLEON- [ K

IC MASS IS INVERSELY PRO-

ESO, WHICH CAN
ONLY RESULTIN AN (f/2 S\
OVERSTIMULATION 7 @¢
OF THE RETENTNE |
CAPACITIES OF ‘
THE. INDNIDUAL. — ¢
BeEING AKSESSED, _{

NOT WITHOUT A LAWYER
PRESENT.

SOWHAT I'M SAVING IS, INTELLECT- - CAN T NOT BE AUGMENTED
UAL cameuuﬁl/ IS DIRECTLY BY THE INNATE DESIRE TO
RELTED TO INHERITED GENETiC RN NGT 80,

LEA
osﬂTON b \ N

| LOVE HAVING TRE 0
LAST WORD WITH THESE \EEﬁPﬁml? =
@WE. B

A

2gom .Com,

wwiv. Comics K

YOU NEED
TOGET

FOR YOUR I AM w
HEALTH HEALTHY
-
3§ GA'»‘

YOU'RE COMING
WITH ME/

CAN I GET
A“'SARGE
SHOT,;’ TOO
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to 'Curb’ in new episodes

Gomedy comebacks: Abbott Elementary, Not Dead Yet" and more return for 2024

BY DANA SIMPSON

We may still be several months from the start of a new
school year, but classes are back in session on ABC. Featuring
Philadelphia’s finest (fictional) teachers across a broad smatter-
ing of subjects, the network’s foremost public school continues
to specialize in comedy. Premiering its third season Wednes-
day, Feb. 7, on ABC, “Abbott Elementary” joins other fan
favorites “The Conners” and “Not Dead Yet” in the network’s
Wednesday night comedy block.

Kicking off the midweek laughs on Feb. 7 is “The Conners,”
the well-established spinoff of the popular 1988-96 sitcom
“Roseanne” (and its shortlived 2018 revival), led by controver-
sial comedienne Roseanne Barr (“She-Devil,” 1989). Despite no
longer centering on Roseanne herself (Barr was dismissed from
the series revival in 2018), “The Conners” has thrived for 90
episodes to date, under the leadership of Emmy-winning actor
John Goodman (“Barton Fink,” 1991).

“The Conners,” which tackles complicated family themes
at all stages of life, enters its sixth and final season this year.
Series fans can look forward to several of the show’s ongoing
plot lines wrapping up, as well as the growth and development
of returning players. No matter how things end for the Conner
family, however, executive producer Bruce Helford told ABC
that the ending is well planned and deliberate.

“Sara Gilbert expressed to the network that we don't want
to go out without knowing that we are going out with a series

finale so we can build to the right ending,” Helford said.

New episodes of “The Conners” begin Wednesday, Feb. 7,
and air weekly on ABC until the series finale.

Premiering after “The Conners” is Season 2 of “Not Dead
Yet,” the quirky comedy about down-on-her-luck obituary writ
er Nell Serrano (Gina Rodriguez, “Jane the Virgin”), who is
plagued by visitations from her newly deceased subjects prior
to the publication of their death announcements in the news-
paper. Despite their unsetiling drop-ins, Nell always manages
to harness the decedent’s energy in order to give them each a
sendoff worthy of their life on Earth. Of course, it doesn’t hurt
that Nell often learns a valuable lesson or two along the way.

The piece de resistance on Feb. 7, however, is the special
one-hour premiere of “Abbott Elementary.”

Headed into Season 3 with as much chaos as an elementary
school classroom, the fourtime Emmy-winning sitcom was cre-
ated by its star, Quinta Brunson (“A Black Lady Sketch Show”),
who recently became the first Black actress in over 40 years to
win the Emmy for outstanding lead actress in a comedy series.
Brunson based the series on her mother’s own experiences as a
teacher in the Philadelphia public school system. Each episode
follows Abbott's teachers as they navigate workplace politics,
the changing economics of their school board and the nuances
of their personal lives, all while trying to foster healthy and sup-
portive student/teacher relationships.

361 Myrtle Beach Hwy.,
Sumter, SC 29153

173-6010 orrice

877-747-7642 oLl FREE

Contact Us Today for a

FREE ESTIMATE
on a New Unit!

& Installation

24 Hour
Emergency
Service

Military
& Senior

Discounts

Preventative
Maintenance

ALL BRANDS.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Brunson stars as Janine Teagues, a hopelessly optimistic
second-grade teacher who began working at Abbott in Season
1. Upon her arrival, Janine met Ava Coleman (Janelle James,
“Central Park”), Abbott's social media-loving, lessthan-profes-
sional principal; Melissa Schemmenti (Lisa Ann Walter, “The
Parent Trap,” 1998), a hardened second-grade teacher with
suspicious connections and a hidden soft side; sixth-grade
teacher Jacob Hill (Chris Perfetti, “The Night Of”), who often
awkwardly tries to bond with his students; and Janine's new-
found idol, Barbara Howard (Sheryl Lee Ralph, “Sister Act 2:
Back in the Habit,” 1993), a veteran kindergarten teacher who
always seems to have the answers.

Shortly after Janine is settled, new substitute teacher Gregory
Eddie (Tyler James Williams, “Everybody Hates Chris”) arrives
and is later made permanent staff. A large part of the series
thus far has focused on the will they/won't they dynamic be-
tween Gregory and Janine, and it is expected that Season 3
will finally give fans what they are hoping for ... eventually.

“I' wanted her [Janine] to be able to make a decision that
she felt was best for herself,” Brunson told TV Line after the
Season 2 finale, explaining, “I's more about maturity. [Janine]'’s
maturing, [Gregory]'s maturing. ... | kind of want the characters
to be able to grow a little bit more as individuals, so we can

see where they land.”

The Better Ghoice
for Quality Service
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fooseapes - NOW Streaming Movies & Shows

The luckiest signs this week:

AQUARIUS, PISCES AND ARIES

ARIES - .

@ Unexpected circumstances p r I m e VI d e o h
could cause delays. Give your- 7 u u
self plenty of time between ap- v

pointments to relieve some of
the pressure. This is a good time
to start your own business.

TAURUS
You could be invited on a get-

away with a few friends.
Nothing will bring you more
joy than a change of scenery,
even if it's just to spend some
time in nature. This is especially
true if you live in the city.

GEMINI
You may experience a wide

range of emotions this week.
You'll need to sort out your
group of friends. Some may not
be worthy of your friendship, as
they act more like opportunists.
Assert your values to eam re-
spect in the process.

CANCER
You may be under consider-

able pressure to make a crucial
decision. However, you must
gather all the relevant informa-
tion to make an informed deci-
sion. Weigh the pros and cons.
Give yourself the time you
need.

LEO
You'll be overwhelmed with ur-

gent tasks at work this week.
Although stressful, this situa-
tion will have a positive im-

pact on your career.

Opportunities for advancement

may emerge. Py o

VIRGO “Upgraded” (Feb. 9) Suncoast” (Feb. 9)

@ Benifyoutendobeapriete  Ana (Camila Mendes) is an ambitious Inspired by writer and director Laura Chinn’s
B ey intern dreaming of a career in the real-life experience from the early 2000s,
fequire you to overcome your art world while trying to impress her this semi-autobiographical film follows the
diyicat iy gl e demanding boss Claire (Marisa Tomei). story of a teenager (Nico Parker) as she
press their admiration for you, Wh h p d d 'F | d h t ” d th L L
and you'll show them your grat- en she's upgraded to Tirst class on ana ner strong-willed mother (Laura mney)
itude. a work trip, she meets handsome Will must take her brother (Cree Kawa) to live at

@ R ethened (Archie Renaux), who mistakes Ana for a specialized facility. While there, the teen

your chiiaren fe enesta . . . . . . . .
while ag0,you may consider her boss — a white lie that sets off a finds an unlikely friendship in an eccentric
sellin$ thzfamilfyhometoenjoy glamorous chain of events, romance and activist (Woody Harrelson) amid the
more freedom. If you're in a new . . . . .
e opportunity, until her fib threatens to protests surrounding a landmark medical
moving in together soon. Su I"Face, case.

SCORPIO
You'll be involved in various dis-

cussions this week. You'll ex-

pand your customer base and U r Ba rc
unite your staff. Your guidance

and advice will be well received. Local podcasts for local people. From
This will have a positive impact sports to community events, stay tuned

on your finances. to The Item’s podcasts.

SAGITTARIUS www.theitem.com/podcasts
Money is a source of stress for

many people. Talk to an expert
to identify solutions and give
yourself a well-deserved break
from pinching pennies.

@ CAPRICORN SOLUTION

You're full of energy and ready
to take the world by storm!
You'll be inspired to take on
new things, both at work and at
home. This will bring you a
deep sense of satisfaction.

AQUARIUS
You'll feel the need to be sup-

ported both professionally and
personally. You'll give every-
thing you have to someone
close to you. Your generosity
may sometimes be taken for
granted.

PISCES

This week will be full of ten-
@ sion. This could push you to pay

more attention to your well-be-

ing and boost your physical ac-

tivity. As a foodie, it's good for

your morale to indulge in a few
sweet treats from time to time.

Stop by and see why I I
- Biltow Lincoln was voted

o BEST OF SUMTER ) > L4
Luxury Auto Dealer y

L 6 YEARS
IN A ROW!

Serving Sumter and surrounding areas since 1993

70 W. Wesmark Blvd. ® Sumter
www.biltonlincoln.com

fLINCOLN & PRE-OWNED www.FrasierTire.com
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Where all the top choices can be found in one plage!

NETFLIX

“Rael: The Alien Prophet” (Feb. 7)
Featuring interviews with his followers, critics
and Rael himself, this docuseries traces

how a UFO-inspired religion spiraled into a
controversial cult.

" Arctic Ascent with Alex Honnold”
(Feb. 5)

Climber extraordinaire Alex Honnold
embarks on an epic quest of unclimbed
walls in one of the most remote corners
of Greenlan.He and world-class climbers
Hazel Findlay and Mikey Schaefer
attempt to summit Ingmikortilag, an
unclimbed Arctic seacliff that rises out of
the frozen wilderness and is nearly 1,000

feet higher than “Free Solo's” El Capitan.

REACH
your

AUDIENCE

Newspaper

Print & Digital
o Newspaper
delivered
Tuesday-
Saturday
o Wednesday
store
circulars**
o Sunday money-
saving coupons**
o Unlimited Access to
Theltem.com
« Unlimited Access to our daily
e-Edition
« Unlimited Access to videos and
podcasts from Studio Sumter
« *Included with newspaper delivery.

Magazine

« Over 10 magazines published a year

o Majority of magazines distributed in
the newspaper

« Options to reach Sumter, Lee,
Clarendon and Kershaw.

o Local business distribution

Vldeo

30-60 second broadcast ready
commercials specifically for your
business.

« Sumter Today video segments

« Video sponsorship

« Help promoting your video through
the Iten’s social media.

D&A: Joe Keery

BY JAY BOBBIN
Q: | know they’re making another season of the show now, but is Joe Keery from “Stranger Things”
doing anything else?

A:He’s landed a few big things since “Stranger Things” debuted on Netflix in 2016. Most notable (and recent) among these
is a role in the new season of another prestige TV hit: FX’s “Fargo.” He plays the villainous Gator Tillman, son of the show'’s
chief bad guy, Roy (played by “Mad Men” star Jon Hamm).

He also had a central role in the 2021 big-screen hit “Free Guy,” playing a nerdy video game developer named Keys. Much
like Keery’s “Stranger Things” character, Keys is a reluctant hero type. This makes a bit of extra sense since “Free Guy” was

directed by Shawn Levy, who also directed and produced “Stranger Things.”
Shelly A. Lundberg
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~ 3355 Patriot Parkway | Sumter, SC 29150 | (803) 469-2500

Ower 25 Years Experience
Mon.- Fri. 11am-10pm | Sat 11am-11pm | Sun. 11am-9pm 2630-B Hardee Cove, Sumter, SC slundbergcpa.com 803-469-7300

Looking to promote your business?
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Learn more by contacting advertising@theitem.com
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Crosswords

Across 10. "I ___ the fool” (“The A-Team”

1. Cartoon cat paired catchphrase)

with 23-Across 11. Meddle
4. Superlative on some 19. Cocktail with cassis

year-end lists 20. Temple player
8. "Edward Scissorhands” star 23. Political comedian Stewart
12. “___ Yankee Doodle Dandy” 24. Ambient electronic music pioneer
13. Solemn declaration Brian
14. Mideast leader 25. Roulette bet
15. USNA grad 27. "___in the Family”
16. Steadfast 28. Ambulance chaser's advice
17. "Sex and the ___ " 29. Media outlets?
18. Cartoon about a mad scientist and 33. Fanciful

his grandson 34. It may be glazed
21. "Walk-___ welcome” 35. Put in office
22. Milk source 36. Sink in the middle
23. Cartoon mouse paired 38. Microsoft mogul Bill

with 1-Across 39. Up to
26. Notinthe _ 40. Changed the color
30. Small bill 41. "Only Murders in the Building”
31. Hon, in dialect streamer
32. "Tell me something 42. Jessica of “Dark Angel”

| don't know!” 43. Mystique
35. “Rizzoli & __" 44. Pinkish
37. Faultfinder 45. Furry “Star Wars” creature
39. A as in Acapulco? 46. Show set at the fictional William
40. ABC sitcom featuring McKinley

Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery High School

47. Christmastime

48. Ballet garment

49. Hole-punching gadget

50. “Luther” star Idris

51. Carmen of “South Park”
52. Caviar, e.g.

53. Twofold

54. Road deicer

55. Barely manage, with “out”

Down
Part of a wedding cake
Big name in luxury hotels
Opposite of fem.
Science dealing with flora
Merits
Macho man
Motif
Fiat
Let forth

LoOoNOUVTARWN =

sudoku

SOLUTION

er

makes
heaters
hot item

Call today 803-774-1258

»

Named one of America's

i
i A ‘10 Newspapers That Do It Right'
| I by Editor and Publisher magazine

www.theitem.com/subscribe

BESTO'SUMIER 4

LOCAL NEWS < SPORTS - VIDEO + BUSINESS * LEGALS - CONTESTS

WANT TO IMPROVE SALES?

Call an Item sales representative to advertise in our many publications!

MARK PEKURI
(803) 464-8917

markp@theitem.com

DEVIN MCDONALD
(803) 983-0786

devin@theitem.com

KAREN CAVE

(803) 774-1242

karen@theitem.com

boming Soon

“Players” (Netflix — Feb. 14, Movie Premiere)

New York sportswriter Mack (Gina Rodriguez) has spent years
devising successful hook-up “plays” with best friend Adam
(Damon Wayans Jr.) and their crew. While it has led to countless
one night stands over the years, following their playbook comes
with a strict set of ground rules — chief among them: you can't
build a relationship from a play. When Mack unexpectedly falls
for her latest target, charming war correspondent Nick (Tom Ellis),
she begins to rethink the game entirely. As the lines begin to blur,
Mack must learn what it takes to play for keeps.

CLARENDON
HALL

K-3 to 12th Grades

(803) 485-3550

Follow us on

CLARENDONHALL.ORG

Mon.-Fri. 10:30 AM - 8:00 PM « 803-499-PIES (7437)

FREE SPEAKING PROGRAMS

Glenn Givens is an Attorney and Experienced Speaker who is offering free speaking programs
to local social, historical, civic, military, religious, school and business organizations with 15
or more meeting attendees. Is your organization looking for an upcoming speaker?

Glenn is offering speaking programs for Sumter, Clarendon
and Lee Counties on the following topics:

1. Wills and Dying without a Will;

2. Trusts and Distribution Planning and Avoiding Probate;
and

3. Health and Financial Powers of Attorney & Living Wills.

If you are interested and have at least 15 meeting attendees,

Call Glenn at (803) 418-0800; ext. 108 for Details

GLENN F. GIVENS, ATTORNEY

Kolb & Givens, Attorneys at Law, LLC
107 North Main Street Sumter, SC 29150 803-418-0800

PAULS DINER

4107 Thomas Sumter Huy. Dalzell, SC
(803) 499-1281
Join us for a ribeye, hand carved and
cooked over wood!
Tue.-Sat. breakfast and lunch 6:30-2

inner service Thurs. & Fri. 5-9

C|osed Sundays

Lunch specials!
Tues.-Friday

p0 BOY’'S TREE SERVICE

TREE CARE SERVICES

e TREE TRIMMING * LAND CLEARING
e TREE REMOVAL e MULCH
e STUMP GRINDING ¢ FORESTRY MOWING

FREE
ESTIMATES OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LICENSED & INSURED

803-469-7606
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SUNDAY EVENING

SP=Spectrum FTC=Farm DTV=DirecTV

MOVIES SPORTS

KIDS

FEBRUARY 4, 2024

8:30

9:30

EIEY

| 10 PM | 10:30

SP [FTC 7PM | 7:30 | 8 PM | 9:30 | 10PM | 10:30 | 11 PM | 11:30
WIS 3 10 | 10 WIS News 10 |NBC Nightly |America's Got Talent: Fantasy League "Semi-Finals 1" Dateline NBC WIS News 10 |(:35)
at 6 (N) News (N) The semifinals begin; three acts move on to the finals. at 11 (N) Awareness
WKTC a 22 | 63 Chicago P.D. "Chicken, Chicago P.D. "An Honest Chicago P.D. "Prison Ball" Chicago P.D. "They'll Have |Chicago P.D. "Assignment of | The Good Doctor "Forgive
Dynamite, Chainsaw" Woman" to Go Through Me" the Year" or Forget"
WOLO 5 12 | 25 ABC World |Everyday America's Funniest Home |America's Funniest Home |Celebrity Wheel of Fortune |Celebrity Wheel of Fortune |News (N) Paid
News (N) Hero Videos Videos Program
WACH 6 6 57 RaceDay (N) |[NASCAR Busch Light Clash |RaceDay (N) INASCAR Cup Series Busch Light Clash at The Coliseum News (N) Gamecock Sharyl To Be
(Live) at The Coliseum, Qualifying | (Live) (N) (Live) (Live) Insider Attkisson Announced
NWSN 8 | 172|307 Blue Bloods "Rectify" NewsNation Prime (N) (Live)| NewsNation Prime (N) (Live)| NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) [ NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime
WLTX 9 9 19 |(8:00) PGA CBS News 60 Minutes (N) The 66th Annual Grammy Awards (N) (Live) News 19 at
Tour Golf (N) 11pm (N)
WRJIA 11 | 14 Shakespeare and Hathaway | Doc Martin "Our Last Miss Scarlet "The Calling" All Creatures Great Funny Woman (N) Austin City Limits "Tanya
-- Private Investigators Summer" (N "Papers" (N) Tucker; Brittney Spencer"
WZRB 13 | 18 | a7 NCIS "Past, Present and NCIS "Under the Radar" NCIS "Anonymous Was a NCIS "Once a Crook" NCIS "Oil & Water" NCIS "Better Angels"
Future" Woman"
NICK 16 | 210|299 SpongeBob |SpongeBob |SpongeBob |SpongeBob |[SpongeBob |SpongeBob |Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends
SquarePants |SquarePants |SquarePants |SquarePants |SquarePants |SquarePants
TOON 17 | 203 | 296 |Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama Burgers Burgers American American American American Rick Rick
DISNEY 18 | 200/ 290 Hailey's on Hailey's on Hailey's on Hailey's on  |¥%x%* The Princess and the Frog ('09) (:45) Marvel's |(:10) Marvel's |(:35) Hamster |[Hamster & Hamster &
It! t! It! t! Voices of Bruno Campos, Anika Noni Rose. |Moon Girl "Suit Up!" & Gretel Gretel Gretel
EREERM 50 131|311 (4:35) %% How to Lose a (:15) ¥** The Other Woman ('14) Leslie Mann, Kate Upton, Cameron (:50) ¥« This Means War ('12) Chris Pine, Tom Hardy, Reese Witherspoon.
Guy in 10 Days ('03) Diaz.
BSSE 21 | 47 | 649 Breaking Par |Gamecock NASCAR Race Rewind Fight Sports: Boxing Kim Clavel vs. Yesenia Gomez Fairways of Life with Matt |World Poker WPT Cash
Insider 2022: Daytona 500 Adams Game - Part 2 (N)
NATGEO 22 | 113|276 Life Below Zero "Respect Life Below Zero "One Last |Arctic Ascent "71 Degrees |Arctic Ascent With Alex Arctic Ascent With Alex (:05) ¥ ** Free Solo ('18)
the Wild" Chance" North" (N) Honnold "On Thin Ice" (N)  |Honnold "The Wall" (N)
TNT 53 | 158 | 245 [(5:80) Fx X You've Got Mail ('98) Meg Ryan, Parker Posey, |#x%%* Crazy Rich Asians ('18) Henry Golding, Michelle Yeoh, Constance |%#%%% Beauty and the Beast (‘17) Dan
Tom Hanks. Wu. Stevens, Luke Evans, Emma Watson.
8BS 24 | 156 | 247 |(5:00) Fhkx Star Wars: Return of the Jedi ('83) Harrison | The Big The Big The Big The Big The Big The Big F4kkx Star Wars: A New
Ford, Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamill. Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Hope ('77) Mark Hamill.
USA 25 | 132|242 |Law & Order: SVU "Selfish" [Law-SVU "Personal Fouls" Law-SVU "Father's Shadow" |Law-SVU "Funny Valentine" |Law-SVU "Poisoned Motive" |Law-SVU "Dissonant Voices"
ESPN 26 | 35 | 206 |NBA Basketball Los Angeles Clippers at Miami Heat (N) (Live) Pickleball Pickleball Slam 2 (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live)
TRUTV 38 | 129 246 Imp. Jokers |Imp. Jokers |Impractical |Jokers "Blake|Jokers "Pay It|/Impractical |Impractical |Impractical |Inside Jokes |Inside Jokes |Inside Jokes |Inside Jokes
"Paul Scheer" |"Kal Penn" Jokers Anderson" Forward" Jokers Jokers Jokers "Out of TP" "Who Arted"
SHOPHQ 30 73 |lsomers Skincare Isomers Skincare Diamond Closeout Diamond Closeout Isomers Skincare Isomers Skincare
TWC 32 | 24 | 362 |Highway "Triple Threat" Highway "Billion Dollar Pull" |Highway "Killer's Corner" (N) |Highway "Bold Moves" (N) Earth "Beaches" Highway "Killer's Corner"
CNBC 35 | 84 | 355 |Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank
ENC 37 | 90 | 360 |Fox Report (N) (Live) Weekend (N) (Live) Life, Liberty & Levin (N) Sunday Night (N) The Big Weekend Show Life, Liberty & Levin
HGTV 39 | 112|229 Home Town "The Clock Home Town "New-Stalgic Home Town "From Show Home Town "Memory Lane: |House House Hunt Intl "Too|Hunters Int'l
Starts Now" Restoration" Goats to Show Stopper" (N) |Mississippi Made" (N) Hunters (N) |Hunters Big for Berlin"
FOOD 40 | 109|231 Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games "10 | Worst Cooks in America "Spoiled Rotten: Bake It Till You |Bobby's Triple Threat Beat Bobby |Beat Bobby
"Wine Country Chefs" Pounds, Two Rounds" Make It" (N) "Titans vs. Claudette Zepeda" |Flay "Power Trip"
ANPL 41 | 100 | 282 |Louisiana Law Louisiana Law "Fowl Play" [Louisiana "Stalking Bears" [Wardens of the North (N) Lone Star "Rock Bottom" Lone Star "A Wanted Man"
DISCV 42 | 103|278 Homestead Rescue "All My Stresses Live in Texas" One of |Homestead Rescue "Georgia Clay Mayday" A ticking clock |Homestead Rescue "All the |Homestead Rescue "Back in
the most unsuitable homesteads the Raneys have seen. (N) |in the east Georgia woods. (N) Pretty Horses" the Saddle"
TLC 43 | 157 | 280 |90 Day Fiancé "Till Death Do Us Part" 90 Day Fiancé "With This Ring | Thee Wed" (N) Love "Amore Is Blind" (N) 90 Day Fiancé (N)
HIST 45 | 110| 269 Modern Marvels "Ultimate Modern Marvels "Modern Black Patriots: Heroes of The Harlem Hellfighters: (:05) 761st Tank Battalion: The Original Black Panthers
Helicopters" Marvels: Locomotives Plus" |the Revolution Unsung Heroes (N)
A&E 46 | 130 265 [To Be Announced To Be Announced [Court Cam  [(:.05) Court Cam](:35) Court Cam
AMC 48 | 180/ 254 2k %k Knives Out ('19) Chris Evans, Ana de Armas, Daniel Craig. A detective sifts Monsieur Spade "Episode 4" |(:10) ¥k ** Knives Out ('19) Chris Evans, Ana de Armas,
through a web of lies while questioning a dead novelist's dysfunctional family. (P) (N) Daniel Craig.
TcM 49 | 186 | 256 |EXX Sparkle ('76) Irene Cara, Lonette McKee, Philip ¥ Bird ('88) Diane Venora, Samuel E. Wright, Forest Whitaker. Short, fast life of jazz |%#*%* Lady Sings the
Michael Thomas. saxophonist Charlie "Bird" Parker (Forest Whitaker). Blues ('72) Diana Ross.
LIFE 50 | 145|252 % My Husband's Seven Wives ('24) Christina Licciardi, % A Widow Seduced ('23) Gray Powell, Erin Agostino, (:05) %¥- Desperate Widows (‘'21) Olivia Stuck, Allison
Adam Harper, Kristi Murdock. Natalie Brown. (P) McAtee, Justine Eyre.
HALL 52 | 183|312 |(5:00) ¥ Matching Hearts % Paging Mr. Darcy ('24) Will Kemp, David Pinard, Mallory |The Way Home "When You |The Golden |[The Golden |The Golden |Golden Girls
('20) Taylor Cole. Jansen. Were Young" (N) Girls Girls Girls "Empty Nests"
EX 54 | 154 | 248 |(4:00) Fhkx Spider-Man: No|#*x* Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness ('22) Elizabeth Olsen, Chiwetel %% Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness ('22)
Way Home ('21) Ejiofor, Benedict Cumberbatch. Elizabeth Olsen, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Benedict Cumberbatch.
TVLAND 55 [ 161 | 304 |Mike & Molly [Mike & Molly [Mike & Molly [Mike & Molly [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld Seinfeld [Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld
E! 56 | 138 236 |E! Live From the Red Carpet "Grammys 2024" (N) (Live) |#*%* Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 ('11) Rupert Grint, Daniel Radcliffe. |E! News After (N)
COMEDY 57 | 136 | 249 (4:30) ¥ Step | ¥xx Daddy's Home ('15) Mark Wahlberg, Linda Cardellini, |¥x* Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby ('06) John C. Reilly, |South Park |South Park
Brothers Will Ferrell. Sacha Baron Cohen, Will Ferrell. "Wieners Out"
SYEY 58 | 152 | 244 |(4:80) Fhkx | Fhkx Men in Black ('97) Will Smith, Linda Fiorentino, %% Men in Black Il ('02) Will Smith, Rip Torn, Tommy Lee |[¥%% 2012 ('09) Chiwetel Ejiofor, Amanda
Salt ('10) Tommy Lee Jones. Jones. Peet, John Cusack.
BET 61 | 162 | 329 |(4:00) ¥ Boo! A Madea Hallow... |%¥x Tyler Perry's A Madea Family Funeral ('19) Cassi Davis, Patrice Lovely, Tyler Perry. |%¥%% Tyler Perry's Madea's Big Happy Family ('11)
PARMT 64 | 153|241 Bar Rescue "Beast Rescue" |Bar Rescue "Not Your Bar Rescue "Viva La Bar Rescue "3rd Pocket's a |Bar Rescue "How the Cookie |Bar Rescue "A Twice in a
Guests Marshawn Lynch Godfather's Speakeasy" Casona" Charm" Crumbles" Lifetime Opportunity”
LMN 66 | 185 | 253 % The Shoplifting Pact ('22) Fidelia Grace, Jhey Castles, % Sabotaging the Squad ('23) Brittany Goodwin, Olivia % A Deadly Grudge ('21) Aubrey Reynolds, Jonathan
Alicia Leigh Willis. Buckle, Lauren Mayo. Stoddard, Annika Foster.
GOLF 69 | 52 | 218 ((3:00) Golf |Golf Central (N) (Live) [PGA Tour Golf AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am, Final Round From Pebble Beach Golf Links in Pebble Beach, Calif.
OWN 72 104 | 279 [First-Time _ |First-Time  [20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN [20/20 on OWN [20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN
OXY 76 | 150 251 [Snapped "Rita Gluzman" (N) [Feuds "The Family Business"|Fatal Family Feuds |Snapped "Nancy Khan" |Snapped "Debra Dillard" Final Moments
NBATV 308 216 |NBA G League Basketball GameTime [NBA Basketball Portland Trail Blazers at Denver Nuggets (N) (Live) NBA TV Postgame Show
HBO 511|350 501 Real Time With Bill Maher |¥%*x Edge of Tomorrow (‘14) Emily Blunt, Brendan True Detective: Night (:05) (:40) True Detective: Night | (:45)
Gleeson, Tom Cruise. Country (N) Enthusiasm |Country Enthusiasm
MAX 531|370/ 515 (4:45) kK %x % Lucy (‘14) Morgan Freeman, Choi 4%k Ex Machina ('14) Oscar Isaac, Alicia |(:50) ¥x* Hotel Artemis ('18) Sterling K. (:25) ¥k * The Texas
Wonderland |Min-sik, Scarlett Johansson. Vikander, Domhnall Gleeson. Brown, Sofia Boutella, Jodie Foster. Chainsaw M re Part 2
SHOW 551 | 300 | 545 (3:45) Fx*k | (:35) ¥4 Golda ('23) Liev Schreiber, (:15) Mayor of Kingstown The Woman in the Wall %% ** You Hurt My Feelings ('23) Tobias |(:35) The
Silence ('16) |Camille Cottin, Helen Mirren. "The Pool" (N) "Knock Knock" (N) Menzies, Julia Louis-Dreyfus. Woman
™C 571|316 553 (:10) % Emily Bronte's Wuthering Heights ('92) Ralph |¥* %% Little Women ('94) Gabriel Byrne, Trini Alvarado, %¥x* The Whale ('22) Sadie Sink, Hong Chau, Brendan
Fiennes, Janet McTeer, Juliette Binoche. Winona Ryder. Fraser.
STARZ 581|330/ 525 (:15) ¥ * The Taking of Pelham 123 ('09) John Travolta, (:05) Power Book llI: Raising |[Hightown "I Said No, No, (:55) Power (:55) ¥%* Brown Sugar ('02) Sanaa Lathan,
John Turturro, Denzel Washington. Kanan "Home to Roost" " Book Il Mos Def, Taye Diggs.
MONDAY EVENING SP=Spectrum FTC=Farm DTV=DirecTV MOVIES SPORTS KIDS FEBRUARY 5, 2024

| 12 PM | 11:30

Sikora.

Kendrick, Joseph Gordon-Levi

WIS 3 10 | 10 WIS News 10 INBC Nightly |WIS News 10 |WIS News America's Got Talent: Fantasy League "Semi-Finals 2" The Irrational "Cheating Life"| WIS News 10 |(:35) Tonight
at6 (N News (N) at7 (N) (N) The semi finals continue; three acts go to the finals. (N) (N) at 11 (N) Show (N)

WKTC a -2 | 63 Last Man Last Man Neighbor Neighbor Law & Order: Special Law & Order: Special Chicago Fire "Joyriding" 48 Hours "A Man With a
"Pilot" Standing Victims Unit Victims Unit Past" (N)

WOLO 5 12 | 25 News (N) ABC World |Wheel of Jeopardy! (N)| The Bachelor (N) Bad Romance-20/20 "Shot in|News (N) (:35) J.

News (N) Fortune (N) the Dark" (N) Kimmel (N)

WACH 6 6 57 Family Feud |Family Feud |The Big The Big America's Most Wanted (N) |[TMZ Investigates (N) WACH FOX News at 10P (N)|Sports Zone |National (N)
N (N) Bang Theory |Bang Theory (Live) (N) (Live) (Live)

NWSN 8 172|307 The Hill (N) (Live) On Balance With Leland Cuomo (N) (Live) Dan Abrams Live (N) (Live) |Banfield (N) (Live) Cuomo

Vittert (N) (Live)

WLTX ) ) 19 |News 19 at CBS Evening |News 19 at |Inside Neighbor Bob Hearts |NCIS "Black Sky" NCIS: Hawai'i "Misplaced News 19 at | (:35) Colbert
6pm (N) News (N) 7pm (N) Edition (N) Abishola Targets" 11pm (N) (N)

WRJIA 11 14 PBS NewsHour (N) Start Up Mary Berry's |Antiques Roadshow "Old Alpha Kappa Alpha: A Independent Lens "Sister Amanpour and Company

Love to Cook |Sturbridge Village Hour 2" (N) |Legacy of Service Una Lived a Good Death" (N) |(N

Criminal Minds "Mr. & Mrs. |FBI "Walk the Line" FBI "Leverage" FBI "Checks and Balances" |FBI "Brother's Keeper" FBI "Fathers and Sons"

WZRB 13 18 a7 Anderson”

NICK 16 | 210|299 SpongeBob |SpongeBob |SpongeBob |Rock Paper |SpongeBob |SpongeBob |Friends Friends "The Last One" Friends Friends Friends
SquarePants |SquarePants |(N) Scissors (N) |SquarePants |SquarePants "Pilot"

TOON 17 | 203 | 296 |Con Carne Dog King/Hill King/Hill Burgers Burgers Burgers Burgers Burgers American American Rick

DISNEY 18 | 200|290 Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Hailey's on Hailey's on Marvel's Miraculous: |Miraculous: |[Miraculous: |Jessie Jessie

Greens Greens It! It! Moon Girl Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug
EREFRM 20 | 131|311 24k k 22 Jump Street ('14) Channing Tatum, Peter Stormare, Jonah Hill. |#x%* Ferris Bueller's Day Off (‘86) Alan Ruck, Mia Sara, Matthew The 700 Club
Broderick.

BSSE 21 | 47 | 649 Sports Stars |P1 Racing Pregame (N) [NBA Basketball Los Angeles Clippers at Atlanta Hawks From State Farm |Postgame Breaking Par |NBA Basketball Los Angeles
of Tomorrow (Live) Arena in Atlanta. (N) (Live) (N) (Live) Clippers at Atlanta Hawks

NATGEO 52 113|276 Life Below Zero: First Life Below Zero: First Ramsay: Uncharted "Lush |Ramsay: Uncharted "Texas |Ramsay: Uncharted "Holy Ramsay: Uncharted "The
Alaskans "Family Strength" |Alaskans "Captain & Striker" |and Wild Puerto Rico" Throwdown" Mole Mexico" Great Smoky Mountains"

TNT >3 | 158]| 245 (5:15) k% Thor: Ragnarok (‘17) Tom Hiddleston, Cate 4%k Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 ('17) Zoe Saldana, Bradley Cooper, Chris Pratt. %k %k Captain America:
Blanchett, Chris Hemsworth. Civil War (‘16) Chris Evans.

TBS >4 | 156|247 The Big The Big The Big The Big The Big The Big The Big The Big American American American American
Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory |Bang Theory | Bang Theory |Bang Theory |"Hurricane!" Dad! Dad! "Shark?!"

USA 25 | 132 | 242 |Law-SVU "Stranger" Law & Order: SVU "Hell" WWE Monday Night RAW The biggest and baddest wrestling superstars. (N) (Live) Law & Order: SVU

ESPN 26 35 | 206 |SportsCenter College Basketball Miami at Virginia (N) (Live) College Basketball Kansas at Kansas State (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live)

TRUTV 38 | 129 246 Imp. Jokers |Jokers "The |Impractical Impractical Inside Jokes |Inside Jokes |Inside Jokes |®x% Fast Five (‘11) Paul Walker, Jordana Brewster, Vin Diesel.
"Smushed" Big Uneasy" |Jokers Jokers "DOOMED" "Hellcopter"  |"Bidder Loser"

SHOPHQ 30 73 |Diamond Closeout Diamond Closeout UltraCozy Luxury Recliner |Testamint Estate Planning |Diamond Closeout Diamond Closeout

TWC 32 24 | 362 |Storm Center (N) (Live) Storm Center (N) (Live) Secrets of the Earth Earth "Abandoned Places" Earth "Strange Skies" Weather Gone Viral

CNBC 35 | 84 | 355 |Mad Money (N) Last Call (N) (Live) Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank

FNC 37 | 90 | 360 |Special Report (N) (Live) Ingraham (N) (Live) J Watters (N) (Live) Hannity (N) (Live) Gutfeld! (N) Fox News at Night (N) (Live)

HGTV 39 | 112|229 100 Day Dream Home 100 Day Dream Home Celebrity "Zoe Saldana's Battle-Mountn "Living Room |House House House House
"Checking In" "Checking Out" Electrifying Surprise" (N) Reimagined" (N) Hunters Hunters (N) |Hunters Hunters

FOOD 40 | 109|231 Guy's Grocery Games Kids Baking Championship |Baking "Bake to School: Chopped "Whiskey and Chopped "Tailgate Party" Chopped "Claws Out!"
"Winner Winter Games" "Bake to School: School Play"|Spelling Bee Buzz" (N) Wings"

ANPL 41 | 100 | 282 |Alaska: The Last Frontier "Tsunami Evacuation” Alaska: The Last Frontier "Backyard Prey" Alaska: The Last Frontier "Breaking Point"

DISCV 42 | 103|278 Contraband: Seized at the |Contraband: Seized at the |Contraband: Seized at the |Contraband: Seized at the |Hustlers Gamblers Crooks |Hustlers Gamblers Crooks
Border "Go Get 'Em, Tiger" |Border "Beefing Up Security" |Border "Bullet Points" Border (N) "Bet Everything on Red" "Atlantic City Outlaw"

TLC 43 | 157 | 280 |90 Day "Take a Chance" 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day: The Single Life (N) |90 Day Diaries (N) 90 Day: The Single Life (N) |Love "Amore Is Blind"

HIST 45 | 110/ 269 History's Greatest History's-Mysteries "The History's-Mysteries History's-Mysteries "The (:05) History's Greatest (:05) History's-Mysteries
Mysteries "TWA Flight 800" |Legend of Bigfoot" "Montezuma's Lost Treasure" | Garden of Eden" (N) Mysteries "The Search for El Dorado"

A&E 46 | 130 | 265 |First 48 "Secrets and Lies" The First 48 "Sliders" Hoarders Hoarders Secrets of Polygamy (N) (:05) The First 48

AMC 48 | 180|254 (5:00) ¥k ** The Lost Boys |¥%xxx The Hunger Games ('12) Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. |%¥*%% The Hunger Games: Catching Fire ('13) Josh
('87) Jason Patric. Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence.

TcM 49 | 186 | 256 |(15) Fhkkx The Browning Version ('51) Jean Kent, Nigel |#%xx* Notorious ('46) Ingrid Bergman, Claude Rains, %*x%* The Wrong Man ('56) Vera Miles, Anthony Quayle,
Patrick, Michael Redgrave. Cary Grant. Henry Fonda.
Castle "Law & Boarder" Castle "Veritas" Castle "For Better or Worse" |Castle "Driven” (:05) Castle "Montreal" (:05) Castle "Clear & Present

LIFE 50 | 145|252 Danger”

HALL 52 | 183|312 |¥ Autumn in the City ('22) Evan Roderick, Laura Soltis, % The Wedding Veil Legacy ('22) Victor Webster, Lacey The Golden |The Golden |The Golden |The Golden
Aimee Teegarden. Chabert, Alison Sweeney. Girls Girls Girls Girls

EX 54 | 154 | 248 (5:00) %% * Green Book ('18) Mahershala Ali, Linda %% %% The Help ('11) Emma Stone, Bryce Dallas Howard, Viola Davis. An aspiring writer turns her 1960s | %
Cardellini, Viggo Mortensen. Mississippi town on its ear by interviewing Black women. BlacKkKlans...

TVLAND 55 | 161 | 304 |Andy Griffith [Andy Griffith [Raymond Raymond Raymond [Raymond [Raymond [Raymond [Raymond [Raymond King King

E! 56 | 138 | 236 | (4:30) ¥ Fantastic B Crimes of Grindelw... | %% Fantastic B ts: The Secrets of Dumbledore ('22) Jude Law, Mads Mikkelsen, Eddie Redmayne. |E! News (N) |[%#x%% 300

COMEDY | 57 | 136 | 249 |The Office The Office ‘The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office ‘The Office ‘The Office ‘The Office South Park |South Park

SYEY 58 | 152 | 244 [(3:00) FAx #-x* Men in Black Il (‘'02) Will Smith, Rip Torn, Tommy Lee [%%* Men in Black 3 ('12) Tommy Lee Jones, Josh Brolin, Will Smith. (:55) %% % |, Robot ('04) Will
2012 ('09) Jones. Agent J (Will Smith) must go back to the past to save mankind's future. Smith.

BET 61 | 162 | 329 |¥%% Tyler Perry's Madea's Big Happy Family ('11) Bow Wow, Tyler Perry. [#%*x The Best Man ('99) Nia Long, Morris Chestnut, Taye Diggs.

PARMT 64 | 153|241 Two and a Two and a Two and a Two and a 4% The Wolf of Wall Street ('13) Jonah Hill, Margot Robbie, Leonardo DiCaprio. New York stockbroker Jordan Belfort
Half Men Half Men Half Men Half Men (Leonardo DiCaprio) develops habits of excess and corruption.

LMN 66 | 185|253 |¥ The Plot to Kill My Mother ('23) Milton Barnes, % To Kill a Stepfather ('23) Kelly McCart, Jamel King, % Who Killed Our Father? ('23) Devin Cecchetto, Joanne
Samantha Brown, Romy Weltman. Alexandra Camacho. Boland, Kirsten Comerford.

GOLF 69 | 52 | 218 |Golf Central PGA TOUR [Golf Gear (N) [PGA Tour Golf AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am, Final Round From Pebble Beach Golf Links in Pebble Beach, Calif.

OWN 72 104|279 |20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN [20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN

OXY 76 | 150 | 251 |Snapped "Sarah Andry" Snapped "Cathie Grigsby" Dateline "The Collector" | Dateline: Unforgettable Dateline "Unchecked Evil" Dateline "The Interrogation”

NBATV 308 216 [(5:00) Marquee Pregame [NBA Basketball Golden State Warriors at Brooklyn Nets (N) (Live) NBA TV Postgame Show GameTime GameTime

HBO 511 | 350|501 (5:30) ¥k * Sex and the City ('08) Kim Cattrall, Christopher |True Detective: Night (:05) ¥k *x* Mad Max: Fury Road (‘15) Charlize Theron, (:10) (:45) ¥k D...:
Noth, Sarah Jessica Parker. Country Nicholas Hoult, Tom Hardy. Enthusiasm |The Musical

MAX 531|370 515 (5:50) k% Body of Lies ('08) Russell Crowe, Mark Strong, |¥%x* Walk the Line ('05) Reese Witherspoon, Ginnifer (:15) ¥« The Soloist ('09) Robert Downey Jr., Catherine
Leonardo DiCaprio. Goodwin, Joaquin Phoenix. Keener, Jamie Foxx.

SHOW 551 | 300 | 545 (:05) ¥k *x* World War Z ('13) Mireille Enos, James Badge |Halo "Allegiance" (N) Halo "Transcendence" (N) Sexy Beast |(:50) ¥%%* The Drop ('14) Noomi Rapace,
Dale, Brad Pitt. (N) James Gandolfini, Tom Hardy.

™C 571|316 553 (:15) ¥ Cold Brook ('18) Kim Coates, Robin Weigert, William | %% Save the Last Dance ('01) Sean Patrick Thomas, %x %k Menace Il Society ('93) Jada Pinkett |(:40) %
Fichtner. Kerry Washington, Julia Stiles. (P) Smith, Vonte Sweet, Tyrin Turner. Loudmouth
(:20) ¥ Fear ('23) Andrew Bachelor, Annie llonzeh, Joseph Hightown "I Said No, No, (:55) ¥k ** 50/50 ('11) Seth Rogen, Anna (:40) ¥ Can You Keep a Secret? ('19) Tyler

STARZ 581|330 | 525 No"

tt.

Hoechlin, Kimiko Glenn, Alexandra Daddario.

803-774-2100

31 West Wesmark Blvd., Sumter, SC

BrownsFurnitureSumter.com
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Best Henry Fonda

MOVIES

“The Thomas Crown Affair™ is criminally enjoyable in remake

BY JAY BOBBIN

Many movie remakes prompt the question of why
they were even affempted. In the case of “The Thomas
Crown Affair,” though, the result is surprisingly good.

Originally filmed in a 1968 version with Steve Mc-
Queen and Faye Dunaway as romantically entangled
adversaries in a heist investigation, the story was up-
dated in 1999 with Pierce Brosnan and Rene Russo as
the amorous opponents. Produced by Brosnan’s com-
pany and directed by John McTiernan (“Die Hard"),
the revision — which Cinemax shows Wednesday, Feb.
7, and Saturday, Feb. 10 - is engaging and stylish
in its own way, standing successfully without taking
anything away from the first edition. And that is no
simple feat.

Brosnan is fashionable in more ways than one as
title character Crown, a New York-based business
tycoon and billionaire who gets kicks from stealing
priceless artworks (a change from the Boston-set Mc-
Queen variation, in which bank robberies were the
crimes of choice). His latest theft draws the attention
of a police detective wryly portrayed by Denis Leary,
as well as the glamorous insurance investigator rep-
resented by Russo. (In a nice nod to the original film,
Dunaway has several scenes in a cameo appearance
as Crown’s psychiatrist.)

In their bountiful screen time together, Brosnan

and Russo have great chemistry and a playful spirit

as Crown’s pursuer fries to get the goods on him ...
though she ultimately him irresistible, especially as he
plies her with aspects of his posh lifestyle as glider
flights and gefaways to exotic locations. As she con-
tinues to live the high life apparently under Crown’s
spell, the Leary-played cop casts a very skeptical eye
toward how she is conducting the probe ... and her-
self.

Ben Gazzara and Frankie Faison also are in the
well-chosen cast, as are a number of acfors with phy-
siques that could pass for Brosnan’s, which the clever
adaptation (by Leslie Dixon and Kurt Wimmer) of Alan
R. Trustman’s initial script requires as it proceeds. Not
surprisingly, Brosnan never loses his cool as the tale
unfolds; conversely, Russo has some nicely emotional
moments as her ploy to ensnare Crown backfires on
her, putting her heart at more risk than she had gam-
bled on.

Bill Conti supplies a music score that features
an appropriate bounciness, mirroring the nature of
Crown's approach to larceny, and encompasses an
update of the theme song “The Windmills of Your
Mind” performed by Sting (Noel Harrison sang the
Oscar-winning original). While it's nice that the later
“The Thomas Crown Affair” has ties to its forerunner,
the second picture also has its own merits, and they

remain highly enjoyable 25 years later.

BY JAY BOBBIN

“Jezebel” (1938): Sort of a “Gone
With the Wind” without the same exact
characters, this well-regarded drama
casfs Bette Davis as a willful Southern
belle who wants to retrieve the man
she let get away (Henry Fonda).
“Young Mr. Lincoln” (1939):
This John Ford-directed view of the
young Abraham Lincoln did much fo
advance Fonda's profile.

“The Grapes of Wrath” (1940):
A milestone in American movies,
director John Ford's version of the

John Steinbeck novel hinges largely on
Fonda’s moving portrayal of Tom Joad,
the next generation of a Depression-
era migrant family.

“The Return of Frank James”
(1940): In one of the great Westerns,
Fonda stars as slain outlaw Jesse
James's brother, who's defermined to
avenge his sibling’s death.

“The Lady Eve” (1941): Director
Preston Sturges’ celebrated comedy
makes Fonda the target of a former
flame’s (Barbara Stanwyck) deception.
“The Ox-Bow Incident” (1942):
A potential lynch mob is at the heart of
director William A. Wellman's famous
Western, with Fonda as one of the men
who wants fo see true justice done in
the case of a farmer’s possible killers.
“My Darling Clementine”
(1946): Stories of the Old West
continued to hold appeal for Fonda

as he teamed yet again with director
John Ford by playing Wyatt Earp, who
becomes a lawman in his quest fo find
those responsible for the death of one
of his brothers.

“Fort Apache” (1948): John Ford
called the shots for Fonda again —

as well as for John Wayne, Shirley
Temple and others — in this signature
Western about opposition between

the commanding officers at a military
outpost.

“Mister Roberts” (1955):

Fonda re-created his Broadway
performance in the fitle role as a Navy
officer having his own war with his
ship’s captain (James Cagney) while
stationed in the South Pacific during
World War II.

“12 Angry Men” (1957): Also
serving as producer, Fonda mounted

a classic by turning a television play
info a movie vehicle for an outstanding
ensemble cast as the members of a
deliberating jury in a murder trial.
“The Wrong Man” (1958): Being
presented by Turner Classic Movies

on Monday, Feb. 5, this fact-inspired,
Alfred Hitchcock-directed melodrama
casts Fonda as a musician wrongly
suspected of being a criminal.
“Spencer’s Mountain” (1963):
The inspiration for television’s “The
Waltons,” this affecting drama casts
Fonda as the patriarch of a close-knit
mountain family.

[able for three: Celebrities chow down

In all-new series

BY CAROLINE COLLACUTT

What would you do if you saw Chrissy Teigen (“Chris-
sy’s Court”), David Chang (“Ugly Delicious”) and Joel
Kim Booster (“Fire Island,” 2022) out for dinner2 Hope-
fully, you'd sit and watch. The brand-new series “Chrissy
& Dave Dine Out” airs a new episode Wednesday, Feb.
7, on Freeform. Episodes stream on Hulu the next day.

Following Teigen, Chang and Booster as they book
tables at the most popular, mustry restaurants across Los
Angeles — sometimes unexpected and unusual eateries
— this series allows viewers to watch as the trio joins
their famous friends for dinner parties unlike any other,
jom-packed with celebrity gossip, Hollywood glamor and
delicious, mouth-watering food.

“While David gets his hands dirty in the back of
house with the restaurant's chef, Chrissy and Joel will
hold court in the front of house, hosting an always loose,
unexpected and entertaining dinner party with undeni-
ably delicious food and great conversation. ... Celebrity
guests handpicked by Chrissy, Dave and Joel will bring
laughs and unfiltered conversations where no topic is off
limits,” said Freeform in a press release.

Teigen’s husband, John Legend (“La La Land,” 2016),
will also appear as a celebrity guest, alongside the likes
of Regina Hall (“Girls Trip,” 2017) and Simu Liu (“Bar-
bie,” 2023), with each celebrity treated to a taste of a
different cuisine.

The series premiere, for example, finds the group din-
ing out at the wildly popular Pizzeria Bianco, where chef
Chris Bianco serves up what some call the best pizza in
the country. During their meal, they are joined by late-
night host and comedian Jimmy Kimmel (“Jimmy Kimmel
Livel”) and his wife, writer/producer Molly McNearney
(“Murder Mystery,” 2019), who talk marriage, meals
and more.

The group's next outing calls for a couple’s night, as
Chrissy and Dave bring their spouses (Dave being mar-
ried to Grace Chang, “A Missing Piece,” 2019) out for
a double date alongside Hollywood power couple Ku-
mail Nanjiani and Emily Gordon (both of “The Big Sick,”
2017). In honor of their “spicy” night out, the six head to
La Casita Mexicana, where they enjoy cuisine from the
Jalisco region of Mexico.

Billboard magazine reported that “Teigen previously
starred in Chrissy’s Court for a total of 30 episodes. ...
She also doubles as an executive producer [for] ‘Chrissy
and Dave Dine Out.’ Chang is a restaurateur and author
who founded the Momofuku restaurant group. Booster is
an actor and writer who wrote, produced and starred in
Hulu’s 2022 rom-com ‘Fire Island.””

See what this talented frio tries next, as a new episode
of “Chrissy & Dave Dine Out” airs Wednesday, Feb. 7,
on Freeform, and Thursday, Feb. 8, on Hulu.
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After a total of 24 years on television, the twotime

Emmy-winning comedy series, “Curb Your Enthusi-
asm,” is headed for the door. The semi-improvisation-
al series, which began in 2000 and took a six-year
hiatus between Season 8 (released July 2011) and
Season 9 (released October 2017), ends its run

with a final 10-episode season. With new episodes
dropping on HBO and the Max streaming service
each Sunday night until the April 7 finale, the show's
creator and star, David, is looking forward to ending
the show on his own terms. The series’ 12th season
premieres on HBO and Max Sunday, Feb. 4.

“As 'Curb’ comes to an end, | will now have the
opportunity to finally shed this Larry David persona
and become the person God intended me to be —
the thoughtful, kind, caring, considerate human being

Jusiasm: Larry David,
surh after 12 seasons

his work on the cult classic ‘90s sitcom “Seinfeld.”

A co-creator of the show alongside Jerry Seinfeld
himself, David has embraced the quick-witted, ironic
wordplay and anti-authoritarian themes that have be-
come synonymous with Jewish humor in Hollywood.
While he and Seinfeld are certainly not the only
Jewish comedians to make it big in television, “Curb”
and “Seinfeld’s” combined 293 episodes certainly
carry a lot of weight in the business.

In fact, the “Seinfeld” finale some 26 years ago
was so masterful that fans of both shows are won-
dering if perhaps David will opt to end “Curb” on a
similar note.

Now, for those who may not be familiar with
“Seinfeld’s” ending (26-year-old spoiler coming), the
series’ nine seasons culminate with all four main char-

oAy |
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session: Steve Harvey

It common-sense

Ulings

1 NBW episodes

BY CAROLINE COLLACUTT

Steve Harvey is bringing his sig-
nature style — and common sense
— back to the bench when “Judge
Steve Harvey” returns for its third
season, with an all-new episode
premiering Wednesday, Feb. 7, on

ABC.

his own common sense to determine
right from wrong.

Parade went on to say: “If you're
wondering whether Harvey secretly
went to law school at some point in
his career, the answer is no: He has
zero qualifications for adjudicating

| was until | got derailed by portraying this malignant
character,” David quipped in an HBO news release

this past December.

He continued: “And so ‘Larry David,’ | bid you
farewell. Your misanthropy will not be missed. And
for those of you who would like to get in touch with
me, you can reach me at Doctors Without Borders.”

David, who gained popularity for his particular
brand of sardonic humor, is perhaps best known for

the series.

acters — Jerry (Seinfeld), Elaine (Julia Louis-Dreyfus,
“Veep”), George (Jason Alexander, “Pretty Woman,”
1990) and Kramer (Michael Richards, “Airheads,”
1994) — sitting in a jail cell together for neglecting
to stop a robbery. While on frial, they are confronted
by the enemies they made over the years, who have
come fo testify against their characters.

In “Curb Your Enthusiasm,” David certainly made
a fair number of his own enemies, so this could be
a fun callback. That said, no details have actually
surfaced regarding the way the writers plan to end

According to HBO, however, the final season of
“Curb” “continues to prove how seemingly frivial
details of one’s day-to-day life can precipitate a cata-
strophic chain of events.”

Additionally, viewers can expect to see the refurn
of many ongoing jokes, bits and recurring characters,
including Jeff Garlin (“The Goldbergs”) and Susie
Essman (“Cop Out,” 2010) as Jeff and Susie Greene;
Cheryl Hines (“Suburgatory”) as Larry's wife, Cheryl
David; J.B. Smoove (“Spider-Man: No Way Home,”
2021) as Leon Black; Vince Vaughn (“Wedding
Crashers,” 2005) as Freddie Funkhouser; Tracey
Ullman (“The Tracy Ullman Show”) as Irma Kostoski;
and Richard Lewis (“Robin Hood: Men in Tights,”
1993) and Ted Danson (“The Good Place”) as fiction-
alized versions of themselves.

After launching in 2022, this se-
ries followed the “Family Feud” host
as he traded in buzzers for gavels
in order to preside as judge in his
own reality TV courtroom, acting as
mediator in reallife disputes brought
forward by realife people.

“In the grand tradition of ‘Judge
Judy” and ‘The People’s Court,’
‘Judge Steve Harvey’ is an arbitra-
tion-based reality show where a
judge — in this case Steve Harvey
— seftles legal disputes between
two parties,” claims Parade in a
recently published article. “Unlike
Judy Sheindlin and the late Joseph
Wapner, however, Harvey has no
real legal background at all, which
means ‘Judge Steve Harvey' is far
more comedic in fone than a typical
courtroom show.”

That is, namely, because Harvey
himself possesses exactly zero legal
training. As he mitigates disputes
and calms tempers, handling issues
ranging from unpaid loans and mis-
managed funds to childcare conun-
drums and more, Judge Harvey sets
himself apart by relying solely on

legal disputes. He says this isn't an
issue, however, because his years
of life have taught him how to read
people.”

When asked about his particular
style of judgment, Harvey first told
TV Insider: “l knew | had to just be
myself. Most judges are inferested
in the law: These are the facts, and
that's it. I'm going to dig up the story
behind why people came to court
vs. what they’re in court for. | lean
on decades of experience dealing
with all types of situations and peo-
ple, and | rely on my street savvy,
common sense and humor to get it
done.”

“There are lifle tells people have,’
Harvey described. “You can see thei
eye movement and hear their voice
inflection. | know this, so | get to the
truth a lot better than most.”

Heavy is the head that wears the
crown, and savvy is the hand that
bears the gavel. Court is in session,
and common sense presides, as
Season 3 of “Judge Steve Harvey”
premieres, Wednesday, Feb. 7, on
ABC.

View from the Gouch

“MCCABE & MRS. MILLER”

Now in a 4K Ultra HD edition
for the first time, the Criterion Col-
lection version of director Robert
Altman’s 1971 Western teams
Warren Beatty and Julie Christie -
who also would work together later
that decade on “Shampoo” and
“Heaven Can Wait” — as a gam-
bler and a prostitute who decide to
go into business together in running
a combined brothel and tavern in a
mining town. The business thrives,
to the extent where others want
to purchase it ... a proposition

rejected by the owners, setting the

BY JAY BOBBIN
stage for trouble. The supporting

cast is loaded with excellent talents
including Rene Auberjonois, Keith
Carradine, Shelley Duvall, Michael
Murphy and William Devane. The
relatively sparse music score encom-
passes songs by Leonard Cohen.
*** R: AS, N, P, V) (Also on DVD
and Blu-ray)

“THE BIG COUNTRY"”

Originally released in 2018 to
mark the Western’s 60th anniver-
sary, a “Special Edition” of the
William Wyler-directed drama is
reteleased. Gregory Peck, who
also produced the film with Wyler
(his “Roman Holiday” director earli-
er), gets top billing in the impressive
cast as a former sea captain who
heads west to reunite with his fian-
cee (Carroll Baker) at her father’s
(Charles Bickford) ranch. He soon
finds himself in the midst of the
longstanding conflict between his
host and another landowner (Burl
Ives, who won an Oscar for his per-
formance), with a range war a defi-
nite possibility unless the situation
can be defused. Charlton Heston,
Jean Simmons and Chuck Connors
also are featured prominently in the
sprawling saga, based on a Don-
ald Hamilton novel and boasting
an excellent music score by Jerome

AS Adult situations
P Profanity

Moross. Special features include
a documentary on Wyler and in-
terviews with Peck’s and Heston’s

children. **** (Not rated: AS, V)
(Also on Blu-ray)

“WITNESS FOR THE
PROSECUTION"”

Another “Special Edition” of a
classic film showcases the 1957
drama based on the Agatha
Christie-written courtroom thriller,
and directed and co-adapted by
Billy Wilder. Tyrone Power stars
as a man who stands frial for the
slaying of a wealthy woman, and
only his wife (Marlene Dietrich) can
clear him ... but what she has to
offer as the title witness isn't likely
to help his case. Charles Laughton
and John Williams play the Power
character’s defense lawyers, with
Elsa Lanchester, Henry Daniell,
Torin Thatcher and Ruta Lee also in
the cast. A new special feature is
an inferview with Joseph McBride,
who wrote a biography of Wilder;

the film earned six Oscar nomina-

tions including best picture, director,

actor (Laughton) and supporting ac-
tress (Lanchester). *** (Not rated:

AS, P, V) (Also on Blu-ray)

Family Viewing Ratings
V Violence

N Nudity

“THE THOMAS CROWN
AFFAIR”

A “Special Edition” of the origi-
nal 1968 version of this combina-
tion of crime story and romance
gefs a reissue. Director Norman
Jewison's stylish drama casts Steve
McQueen in the fitle role of a Bos-
ton tycoon who secretly engineers
bank robberies for kicks, eventually
drawing the interest of an insurance
investigator (Faye Dunaway) who
plans to seduce him info confessing.
Instead, he turns the tables on her
and she falls for him, forcing her
to decide which side she’s on as
he plans the next heist. The picture
is famous for a literal chess game
between the two stars, marked by
extreme close-ups, that becomes
something more. Jack Weston lends
great support as the getaway driv-
er, and Paul Burke is solid as a po-
lice detective who's skeptical about
the entire probe; Yaphet Kotto and
Gordon Pinsent also are in the cast.
The theme song, “The Windmills
of Your Mind” (performed by Noel
Harrison), earned an Oscar. ***
(Not rated: AS, V)

“MOON LANDING:
WORLD’S GREATEST HOAX?”

The 1978 movie “Capricorn

One"” suggested that a space mis-

GV Graphic Violence

sion could be faked using television
techniques, leading the public to
believe the staged footage was

the real thing. This documentary
indicates that more than half of
England’s population believes that
was exactly the case with the 1969
lunar landing, a theory debated
here through the use of archival ma
terial, reconstructions and comment:
from experts and conspiracy theo-
rists. Of course, Neil Arnstrong and
Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin — who gained
global fame as the first two men to
set foot on the moon, per history —
are seen in some of the clips. ***
(Not rated)

Goming Home Soon

“THE MARVELS” (FEB. 13)

“COLUMBIA CLASSICS 4K
ULTRA HD COLLECTION
VOLUME 4” (FEB. 13)

“FOOTLOOSE” (4K ULTRA HD|
(FEB. 13)

“THE HUNGER GAMES: THE
BALLAD OF SONGBIRDS &
SNAKES” (FEB. 13)

“DARKMAN: COLLECTOR’S
EDITION” (4K ULTRA HD)
(FEB. 20)
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To connect. To inform. To build a better Sumter.
We are the microphone. You tell the story
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Sumter.
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