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Sumter High’s 
Brown shows off 
on senior night
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B1

Sumter Capital Penny Sales 
Tax referendum will be 
on November ballot again

Sumter officials have started 
preparing for the Capital Penny 
Sales Tax, also called the Penny 
for Progress initiative, to be on 
the ballot in November. 

If  it gets a majority approval 
from voters, there will be an 

added charge of  1% of  the sales 
tax imposed that will fund capi-
tal projects, and it will be active 
for no more than seven years if  
voters approve it. 

During the Jan. 23 Sumter 
County Council meeting, coun-
cil unanimously approved the 
Capital Penny Sales Tax sched-
ule that covers everything that 

must be done to get it on the 
ballot in November. 

According to the approved 
schedule, the item will appear 
on a county council agenda for 
a first reading on May 14 and 
there will be a second and third 
reading during the two council 
meetings that follow, and by the 
end of  June, officials must pres-

ent to the election commission 
how they wish the question to 
appear on the November ballot. 

The last time it appeared on a 
ballot was in 2022, and accord-
ing to the county’s website, it 
asked voters to mark whether 
they are in favor of  or opposed 

BY BRYN EDDY 
bryn@theitem.com

Summerton 
to hold special 
election after 
mayor’s death

BY ASHLEY MILLER
ashley@theitem.com

The Town of  Summerton has named a 
mayor pro tempore and will hold a special 
election to fill the seat after the death of  
Tony Junious. 

Town council member Darion Canty 
will serve as mayor pro tempore until the 
special election is held. 

A special election in the town will be 
held Tuesday, April 2, for the mayor's 

seat. 
Filing for anyone wanting 

to file to run for mayor of  the 
Town of  Summerton opens at 
noon Friday, Feb. 2, and clos-
es at noon Feb. 16. Candidates 
can file at Clarendon County 
Voter Registration Office. 

The filing fee of  $100 should 
be made payable to Clarendon County. 
Candidates are required to file a State-
ment of  Economic Interest and Campaign 
Disclosure online with the State Ethics 
Commission. Failure to file these docu-
ments can result in a candidate fine but 
will not disqualify a candidate from the 
election.

Anyone wanting to register to vote in 
this election must register no later than 
March 3. Voter registration by mail appli-
cation will be accepted if  postmarked by 
March 4. 

The early voting period for the election 
begins March 18 and ends March 29. Clar-
endon County Voter Registration and 
Elections at 3 S. Church St. in Manning 
will be open for the early voting period 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

On April 2, Election Day, there will be 
three polling places open for voters. 

CANTY

Darion Canty serving as mayor 
pro tempore until seat is filled

SEE ELECTION, PAGE A4

After residents raised con-
cerns about the new Walker 
Gamble Elementary School, 
Freedom of  Information Act 
requests reveal a traffic and 
environmental study was 
completed with road work 
needed for safety. 

In November 2023 at a pre-

bid meeting, resident George 
Frierson said Clarendon 
County School District had 
not discussed a traffic or envi-
ronmental study for the new 
school site. 

At the pre-bid meeting, dis-
trict Director of  Facilities 
Donald Davis explained to 
Frierson there was a folder of  
documents which included 
plans for the site of  WGE in 

Turbeville. When Frierson 
asked if  he could see those 
documents, Davis explained 
he would be happy to help 
once an official Freedom of  
Information Act request was 
submitted. 

On Nov. 29, The Sumter Item
submitted an FOIA request 
for the documents. More than 
a month later, CCSD provided 
The Item with documents per-

taining to a traffic study, envi-
ronmental study, site plans 
dated Nov. 7, 2023, and the ele-
mentary school's faculty and 
staff  list for the 2023-24 school 
year. 

In early January, The Sum-
ter Item reported South Caro-
lina media lawyer Jay Bender 
said the district failed to com-
ply with FOIA law after the 
request for the documents in 

the folder. After the article 
was published, CCSD re-
sponded with the documents. 

At the January meeting for 
Clarendon County Planning 
Commission, commissioners 
approved CCSD’s request for 
zoning certification to permit 
the placement of  the elemen-
tary school at 1207 Jakes Road 

BY ASHLEY MILLER
ashley@theitem.com

Traffic study for new Clarendon school shows work is needed

SEE STUDY, PAGE A4

Sumter students say YES! to the Magic School Bus

PHOTOS BY ADAM FLASH / THE SUMTER ITEM
Sumter Opera House hosted students and teachers from Wilder, Cherryvale, Willow Drive, Crosswell Drive, Pocalla Springs 
and Oakland Primary elementary schools for two showings of The Magic School Bus musical on Wednesday, Jan. 31, as part 
of the venue’s YES! (Youth Education Scholarship) Program. The field trip brought more than 1,000 people to the theater. 
“Southern Songwriters" with Patrick Davison will come to the downtown theater on Feb. 8 and Unity in the Community 
with Chris Singleton on Feb. 12, as the Opera House continues to diversify its main stage lineup with artists and speakers 
of all backgrounds, catering to all age groups.
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Love being stronger than 
hate is a theme in the life of  
a young man who lost his 
mother in the 2015 Mother 
Emanuel Church tragedy, 
and he will bring that mes-
sage to Sumter soon. 

Love, forgiveness, resil-
ience and unity are all char-
acteristics of  Charleston na-
tive Chris Singleton’s life, 
and he will share his story in 
a free event for area resi-
dents on Feb. 12 at Sumter 
Opera House, according to 
Shelley Kile, City of  Sumter 
communications and tourism 
director. 

Since the loss of  his moth-
er, who was killed in the 
mass shooting and hate 
crime at the historic Mother 
Emanuel AME Church in 
Charleston, Singleton’s ca-
reer has included a stint as a 
minor-league baseball player, 
author and now a profession-
al speaker. 

His most popular book to 
date is “Different – A Story 
About Loving Your Neigh-
bor,” which is a best-selling 
children’s book. 

But Singleton has grown 
rapidly as a motivational 
speaker and now shares his 
message to unite people with 
his belief  in choosing unity, 
faith and resilience over 
hate, Kile said.

According to his website, 
chrissingleton.com, he now 
speaks to more than 80 orga-
nizations across the world 
annually to include Boeing, 
Microsoft and Fortune 500 
companies and also more 
than 100,000 students and ed-
ucators.

Kile said City of  Sumter of-
ficials heard Singleton speak 
at a statewide event last year, 
and she described him as a 
“dynamic speaker.” Mayor 
David Merchant and city ad-
ministrators worked to coor-
dinate with Singleton on the 
upcoming speaking engage-
ment. 

“His mission in speaking is 
more about love being stron-
ger than hate, and he applies 
that to numerous concepts,” 
Kile said. “He really wants to 
inspire audiences talking 

about how you as a person 
can be resilient by pursuing 
love rather than hate, which 
I think that makes it a very 
emotional story considering 
his backstory with what hap-
pened to his mother and that 
scenario.”

Singleton will have two 
speaking appearances for the 
public on Feb. 12 at Sumter 
Opera House, 21 N. Main St. 
— one at 2 p.m. and another 
at 6 p.m. 

Tickets are free, but get-
ting advance tickets is re-

quired because both sessions 
are expected to be well at-
tended. Tickets can be re-
served from the opera 
house’s special events page, 
www.sumteroperahouse.com/
special-events. 

The title of  the special 
event is Unity in the Commu-
nity with Chris Singleton. 

After speaking, Singleton 
will have a meet-and-greet 
time with attendees in the 
lobby area, Kile added. Some 
of  his books will also be for 
sale. 

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

PHOTO PROVIDED
Chris Singleton sits beside a picture of his mother, who was killed in 
the 2015 Mother Emanuel Church tragedy in Charleston. Singleton 
has become a professional speaker and will share his message of love 
and forgiveness instead of hate on Feb. 12 in Sumter.

Son of Emanuel Nine victim 
to share unity message locally
Chris Singleton to speak at Sumter Opera House Feb. 12

WANT TO GO?
WHAT: Unity in the Community with Chris Singleton
WHEN: Monday, Feb. 12, 2 and 6 p.m.
WHERE: Sumter Opera House, 21 N. Main St. 
TICKETS: Free, but advance tickets required. Go to www.
sumteroperahouse.com/special-events.

After bats were discov-
ered in its school gym, 
Manning High School will 
have an e-learning day 
today to keep students safe. 

MHS parents were noti-
fied Jan. 26 in a letter from 
South Carolina Depart-
ment of  Environmental 
Control about bat activity 
in the school's gymnasium. 

DHEC is working with 
school officials to provide 
rabies information to par-
ents and help find anyone 
who may have had direct 
contact with a bat. 

Clarendon County 
School District reported 
the bats to a wildlife con-
trol operator and said the 
operator inspected the 
gym during the past 

weekend. 
School officials are 

working with the wildlife 
control operator to imple-
ment suggested repairs to 
stop the bats from coming 
into the gymnasium.

According to DHEC, not 
all bats have rabies, but if  
infected, they can transmit 
rabies to people through 
bites. People can also get 
rabies if  saliva from an in-
fected bat gets into open 
wounds or areas like the 
eyes, nose or mouth. Be-
cause bats have small 
teeth, their bites might go 
unnoticed, and therefore it 
is important to identify 
anyone who has had poten-
tial contact with a bat. 

As of  Jan. 31, there were 
no confirmed cases of  ex-
posure to rabies from the 
bats.

Manning High School to 
have e-learning day due 
to bat activity in gym
BY ASHLEY MILLER
ashley@theitem.com

Sumter Today, the pioneer video news show from The 
Sumter Item, has a new cheerleader.

McLeod Health is now a presenting sponsor of  Sumter 
Today, en-
abling 
The Item
to pro-
duce and 
deliver 
all-posi-
tive news 
to the community for free.

"Sumter Today launched on Feb. 14 in 2018, and what a 
fitting time to welcome such a great community partner 
to the show," said Kayla Green, executive editor of  The 
Item. "Sumter Today is an all-good news show and a great 
way for us to celebrate all there is to love about Sumter. 
Not just on Valentine's Day!"

Because McLeod Health, USC Sumter and Sumter 
Tourism sponsor Sumter Today, The Item is able to make 
the show free, which gives everyone access to local news.

Part of  McLeod Health joining Sumter Today includes 
the show's expansion into Clarendon County.

"I'm excited to start telling stories in Clarendon County 
and showcase some of  the great people, events and pro-
grams there," said Zac Hooks, video editor for The Item.

Watch Sumter Today at Facebook.com/theitem and You-
Tube @studiosumter.

McLeod Health supports 
local news with Sumter 
Today sponsorship
STAFF REPORT

STAFF REPORT
The Alzheimer’s Association South 

Carolina Chapter will hold a pop-up 
community meet and greet from 4 to 6 
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 27, at the Sumter 
County Public Library, 111 N. Harvin 
St.

Residents of  all ages are invited to 
drop by to enjoy refreshments while 

learning about free support services for 
anyone facing any type of  dementia. As-
sociation staff  and volunteers will be on 
hand to chat about care and support 
programs, advocacy efforts, fundraising 
events and volunteer opportunities. 

Registration is requested by calling 
(800) 272-3900 or visiting https://bit.ly/
AlzPopUp.

Learn about free support services for 
persons facing any type of dementia
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NOW STREAMING ON 
INSTAGRAM, YOUTUBE 
AND FACEBOOK
Morris College students and Sum-
ter locals heard from multiple 
state and national Democratic fig-
ures Thursday, Jan. 25. Coming 
ahead of the Democratic primary 
on Feb. 3, speakers California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom, Congressman 
Dean Phillips and DNC Chairman 
Jaime Harrison encouraged Mor-
ris College students to get out 
and vote.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KjbRlMub-W4

Sumter County Museum welcomes Orangeburg native, 
author to annual Meet the Author series on Saturday

Sumter County Museum 
will once again open its doors 
for a South Carolinian author 
who wants to explore the sig-
nificance of  African Ameri-
cans during a pivotal time in 
our country’s, and county’s, 
history. 

Native to Orangeburg, Wal-
ter B. Curry Jr. will present a 
program on “South Carolina 
African American Confeder-
ate Pensioners,” which will 
explore “the reasons why 
South Carolina used African 
American labor and their 
roles during the Civil War; 
South Carolina approval of  
Confederate pensions for Af-
rican Americans; notable fea-
tures of  the pension applica-
tion; and notable South Caro-
lina African American pen-

sioners, including two from 
Sumter County,” according to 
museum Executive Director 
Annie Rivers. 

This topic stems from Cur-

ry’s recent book, a 2019 Inter-
national Book Award Winner 
by the African American His-
torical and Genealogical Soci-
ety Inc., “The Thompson 
Family: Untold Stories from 
the Past (1830-1960).” The 
book focuses on the rich his-
tory of  a prominent African 
American family from the 
Wagener and Salley commu-
nities in Aiken County. The 
stories of  enslaved ancestors 
and notable relatives were 
scribed in the pages of  this 
book, breathing life into the 
journeys of  individuals who 
were enslaved, served in the 
Civil War, achieved entrepre-
neurial success during the 
Jim Crow era and much 
more. 

Curry also authored “The 
Awakening: The Seaw-
right-Ellison Family Saga, 
Vol 1, A Narrative History,” 

comprised of  stories about 
the lineage of  his ancestry 
from slavery, the Civil War, 
the Reconstruction era and 
family life near Salley, South 
Carolina, and beyond. 

As a South Carolina State 
University graduate with a 
bachelor’s degree in political 
science and graduate degrees 
from Argosy University in 
Sarasota, Florida, he has also 
launched Renaissance Publi-
cations LLC, a self-publishing 
company that focuses on pub-
lishing and producing works 
in literary arts, specializing in 
historical scholarships 
through ancestry and local 
history. He is also an Author 
In Residence at the Aiken 
Center for the Arts, has re-
ceived numerous accolades 
for his work and service and 
also serves as a member of  
the South Carolina Confeder-

ate Relic Room and Military 
Museum Commission, the 
South Carolina Arts Directory 
and the South Carolina Hu-
manities Speakers Bureau. 

As Sumter County Muse-
um explores historical expe-
riences through programs 
and exhibits to inform and 
shape the future of  our com-
munity, having Curry speak 
about his research and 
knowledge of  the topic fulfills 
such a mission. 

The event will begin at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 3, in-
side the museum’s McKenzie 
Hall, 122 N. Washington St. A 
reception will follow Curry’s 
talk with refreshments and 
an opportunity to purchase 
books and meet the author. 

For more information or to 
check out future programs, 
visit sumtercountymuseum.
org.

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

PHOTO SUBMITTED 
Walter B. Curry Jr. will be in con-
versation at the Sumter County 
Museum on Feb. 3.

Sumter sheriff presents award 
to adult education director

PHOTO PROVIDED
Sheriff Anthony Dennis presented Vanessa Canty with the Citizen of the Year award for 
her partnership and collaboration with the Sumter/Lee Detention Center. Canty is the di-
rector of Sumter Adult Education.

National nonprofit 
awards grant to Sumter’s 
Windy Ridge Rescue

Windy Ridge Rescue received a 
$25,000 grant from national non-
profit Petco Love in support of  its 
lifesaving work for animals in 
Sumter. 

Petco Love is a national nonprof-
it leading change for pets by har-
nessing the power of  love to make 
communities and pet families clos-
er, stronger and healthier. Since its 
founding in 1999, Petco Love has 
invested $375 million in adoption 
and other lifesaving efforts. And 
Petco Love helps find loving homes 
for pets in partnership with Petco 
and more than 4,000 organizations 
— like Windy Ridge — across 
North America, with 6.75 million 
pets adopted and counting. 

“Our investment in Windy Ridge 
Rescue is part of  more than $15M 
in investments recently announced 
by Petco Love to power local orga-
nizations across the country as 
part of  our commitment to create a 
future in which no pet is unneces-
sarily euthanized,” said Susanne 
Kogut, president of  Petco Love. 
“Our local investments are only 
part of  our strategy to empower 
animal lovers to drive lifesaving 
change right alongside us. We 
launched Petco Love Lost, a na-
tional lost-and-found database that 
uses patented image-recognition 
technology to simplify the search 
for lost pets.” 

Windy Ridge Rescue is a non-
profit organization that is alone in 
Sumter County trying to tackle the 
overpopulation of  community cats 
through the Trap, Neuter, Vacci-
nate and Release (TNV-R) pro-
gram. Many community colonies 
have young kittens who can be do-
mesticated easily and are made 
available for adoption. Since 2017, 
Windy Ridge Rescue has found 
homes for almost 2,000 friendly 
cats, many placed in stable and 
protected outdoor living areas like 
barns and warehouses, and TNV-
R’d almost 3,000 community cats. 

“We absolutely could not accom-
plish as much as we have without 
this lifesaving investment and 
partnership with Petco Love,” said 
Dana Fazekas, executive director 
of  Windy Ridge Rescue. “We work 

tirelessly in Sumter County doing 
TNV-R and trying to better control 
the population of  community cats. 
This partnership with Petco Love 
is crucial, as we could only accom-
plish a fraction of  the spay and 
neuter surgeries we do each year if  
we relied solely on donations from 
volunteers and individual resi-
dents of  the community.”

For more information about 
Windy Ridge Rescue, visit 
windyridgerescue.org. Learn more 
about Petco Love at petcolove.org.

ABOUT WINDY RIDGE RESCUE 
Windy Ridge is a group of  people 

dedicated to saving animals in our 
community from being euthanized 
in shelters, living as strays or end-
ing up in abusive situations. Since 
2016, the unpaid volunteers of  
Windy Ridge Rescue have found 
loving families for hundreds of  
previously unwanted cats, kittens, 
dogs and puppies. Their focus in 
Sumter has been redirected to pri-
marily Trap, Neuter, Vaccinate and 
Release (TNV-R) of  community 
cats while trying to find homes for 
the kittens who can be domesticat-
ed or those community cats who 
are friendly and found themselves 
part of  a community colony. The 
group does still help dogs in the 
community by providing donated 
dog food and supplies to pet own-
ers in need and sponsoring medi-
cal care when donations are avail-
able. 

According to Fazekas, “At last 
count for 2023, we TNVR’d 792 
feral community cats and found 
homes for 396 friendly cats and 
sent 60 friendly kittens to a 
like-minded rescue in the North-
east (we made four trips to trans-
port them). We also paid for eight 
encucleation/entropiron surgeries, 
eight hernia repairs, three dental/
teeth extractions and two amputa-
tions, among other things like re-
spiratory infections that need med-
ication daily, FIP treatments (84 
daily injections) and watching fe-
rals have kittens in the trap and 
then not being able to have surgery 
for weeks. It’s exhausting, and we 
couldn’t do it without this grant 
and without the volunteers and the 
help of  the community.”

SUBMITTED

STAFF REPORT

The City of  Sumter 
will hold its next com-
munity cleanup on Sat-
urday, Feb. 17, with ev-
eryone welcome to pitch 
in to beautify the city 
they live in.

According to the 
city’s Facebook page, 
“Volunteers are a vital 

part of  our success. 
Make plans to join thou-
sands of  volunteers of  
all ages who will be tak-
ing part in the efforts to 
clean up and improve 
our local community 
this year. These events 
are held every two 
months and we are ask-
ing for the community’s 
help and support.”

The scheduled clean-
up days for this year are 
on Saturdays: Feb. 17, 
April 20, June 15, Aug. 
17, Oct. 19 and Dec. 14.

The city will provide 
supplies for volunteers 
and pick up the bags 
after the events.

Fill out a volunteer 
form at https://tinyurl.
com/fmxkavkp.

Sign up for community cleanup happening Feb. 17
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Deal on wartime aid and border 
security stalls in Congress as time 
runs short to bolster Ukraine

WASHINGTON — With time slip-
ping to bolster Ukraine's defenses, 
Senate negotiators struggled 
Wednesday to finalize a bipartisan 
deal that would pair policy changes 
at the U.S. southern border with 
wartime aid for Kyiv as their care-
fully negotiated compromise ran 
into strong resistance from House 
Republicans and Donald Trump.

Senate negotiators have kept a 
close hold on the details of  a bipar-
tisan package on border enforce-
ment and immigration policies that 
was supposed to unlock Republican 
support in Congress for aiding 
Ukraine. But conservatives view the 
tens of  billions of  dollars in pro-
posed support with growing skepti-
cism, unmoved by arguments about 
the larger stakes for global security. 
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stol-
tenberg was making the case for the 
aid on Capitol Hill on Wednesday, 
including at the Heritage Founda-
tion, a power center for Trump's al-
lies in Washington.

President Joe Biden, who is push-
ing for a deal alongside Republican 
and Democratic leaders in the Sen-
ate, faces a daunting task in con-
vincing Republicans to defy 
Trump's wishes and embrace the 
deal — especially in the midst of  an 
election year.

Republican leaders, including 
House Speaker Mike Johnson, had 
looked to February as a potential 
deadline to approve another 
tranche of  military aid for Ukraine. 
But the $110 billion national securi-
ty package that congressional lead-
ers say is essential to buttressing 

American allies around the globe, 
including Ukraine, Israel and Tai-
wan, has been swept up in the fight 
about border policies.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian troops are 
running short of  weapons, includ-
ing air defenses and artillery to de-
fend against Russia's ongoing at-
tack. The Pentagon reported last 
week it is out of  money for Ukraine.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer warned in a morning floor 
speech that "the survival of  Ukraine 
is on the line."

"The only way we'll rise to the oc-
casion is if  both sides are serious 
about finding a bipartisan compro-
mise," he said, adding, "We have not 
concluded negotiations, so we will 
keep going to get this done."

Even if  the Senate is able to finish 
the deal and pass it, resistance is 
strong in the House, where Trump, 
the likely Republican presidential 
nominee, holds significant sway 
over lawmakers. His opposition has 
left Republican leaders increasingly 
questioning whether the border leg-
islation should be jettisoned from 
the package in a last-ditch effort to 
get the Ukraine funding through 
Congress.

"It's time for us to move some-
thing, hopefully including a border 
agreement, but we need to get help 
to Israel and to Ukraine quickly," 
said Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell.

Johnson discussed the idea of  
splitting up parts of  the national se-
curity package in a Tuesday meet-
ing with the speakers of  the parlia-
ments of  Latvia, Estonia and Lithu-
ania but did not commit to any 
course of  action, according to a per-
son familiar with the meeting who 
spoke anonymously about the pri-
vate discussion.

The speaker has long been skepti-
cal of  sending economic assistance 
to Kyiv, though he has also said he 
wants to halt Russian President 
Vladimir Putin's advance in Europe. 
But a large portion of  Johnson's 
conference in the House is more 
firmly against the aid.

Stoltenberg, the longest-serving 
chief  in NATO's history, pleaded 
Wednesday for lawmakers to act. In 
a speech Wednesday at the Trump-
aligned Heritage Foundation, he 
warned that Putin's ambitions don't 
just end with Ukraine. He said the 
Russian president is intent on "rees-
tablishing Russia's sphere of  influ-
ence and shaping an alternative 
world order."

As Russian forces and drone at-
tacks pummel the region, the Ukrai-
nians will face increasing difficulty 
defending their cities and popula-
tions from incoming assaults.

Yet Republicans also want to cut 
portions of  the package that would 
not go directly to Ukraine's defens-
es. Of  the $61 billion in the package 
for Ukraine, a portion, about $16 bil-
lion, would go toward economic, se-
curity and operational assistance.

The U.S. economic aid has been 
keeping the Ukrainian government 
functioning, paying for public works 
and employees and the services 
they provide, but Republicans pre-
fer the U.S. focus its spending on 
military hardware to win the war.

The economic assistance for 
Ukraine is expected to be trimmed 
back in the final supplemental pack-
age, according to a person familiar 
with the situation and granted ano-
nymity to discuss it. The person said 
changes in the amount of humanitar-
ian aid for Gaza, which was stripped 
from the package by House Republi-
cans, are also being discussed.

BY STEPHEN GROVES, LISA 
MASCARO and MARY CLARE 
JALONICK
Associated Press
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in Turbeville. 
Four folders were given to 

The Item after the FOIA docu-
ments were submitted, la-
beled "WGE 23-24," "SCDOT 
School Operation Site Traffic 
Report," "WGE Plan" and "En-
vironmental."

SCDOT SCHOOL OPERATION 
SITE TRAFFIC REPORT

According to the traffic re-
port for constructing a new 
school to replace the existing 
Walker Gamble Elementary 
School, student enrollment is 
projected to be 575 students 
initially, with up to 650 stu-
dents maximum. 

South Carolina Department 
of  Transportation determined 
two access locations on Jakes 
Road, one for car riders and 
staff/visitor parking and the 
other for bus/delivery and 
staff  parking only. SCDOT 
recommended an exit-only ac-
cess from the car rider loop to 
be on Seloc Road. 

To ensure safe and efficient 
traffic flow for both the school 
and through traffic, roadway 
improvements were deemed 
necessary. These improve-
ments include turn provisions 
at the school driveways and 
the intersection of  Seloc and 
Jakes roads. The school dis-
trict is responsible for cover-
ing the associated costs, and 
the work should be completed 
before the school's opening. 
School district officials were 
advised to anticipate and bud-
get for the improvements, as 
well as any costs related to 
purchasing additional rights 
of  way and utilities.

SCDOT also indicated the 

design professionals hired by 
the district will coordinate 
with SCDOT’s School Opera-
tions Office during develop-
ment of  the roadway and 
school site plans. Those plans 
will be reviewed and con-
curred with by S.C. Depart-
ment of  Education’s Office of  
School Facilities. 

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY 
FINDS NO ISSUES WITH 
SCHOOL LAND

An environmental study 
was completed Feb. 20, 2023, to 
identify environmental condi-
tions in connection with the 
school property. The study 
was valid for 180 days after 
March 28, 2023. 

According to the study, the 
property has been agricultur-
al and wooded land since 1920. 
Historical resources indicate 
multiple structures were pres-
ent on the property from 1920 
to 1983. 

A site reconnaissance was 
conducted by S&ME's Will 

Trotter on April 11, 2023, to 
evaluate the property for 
drainage patterns, vegetation 
patterns, stains, discoloration, 
surrounding land use and 
other visual aspects. No envi-
ronmental findings were ob-
served. 

The assessment revealed no 
evidence of  hazardous materi-
al, controlled recognized envi-
ronmental conditions or his-
torical recognized environ-
mental conditions in connec-
tion with the property. 

While the documents were 

provided to The Item regard-
ing the environmental study, 
the cost of  the study was re-
dacted. 

SCHOOL PLANS PROVIDED
The documents provided 

through FOIA are older docu-
ments. Newer documentation 
was provided during the Jan-
uary Clarendon County Plan-
ning Commission meeting. 

The parcel will be approxi-
mately 32 acres and will be 
served by public water and 
sewer from the Town of  Tur-

beville. During inspection, the 
area was found to be moder-
ately populated, primarily 
residential single-family hous-
ing and stick-built homes. The 
immediate area consists of  a 
residential single-family, man-
ufactured home subdivision.

After reviewing the pro-
posed project, staff  found the 
setbacks for the proposed 
school are 40 inches from the 
front property line. The side 
property setbacks are 10 inch-
es, the rear property line set-
back is 25 inches, and these 
setbacks are acceptable.

The school proposed an im-
pervious surface ratio, a mea-
sure of  the intensity of  land 
use, of  0.202, which was found 
acceptable.

The site plan proposed 135 
parking spaces, six of  which 
are handicapped parking, 
which was found to be suffi-
cient.

Construction of  the new 
school is set to begin this 
month with an estimated 
completion date of  June 2025. 

"This date will give the cur-
rent school and district time 
to move things over to the 
new location during the sum-
mer before the new 2025-26 
school year," Thompson Turn-
er Construction Project Man-
ager Bradley Holeman said.

RENDERING PROVIDED 
The new Walker Gamble Elementary School is expected to be completed in 2025.

STUDY FROM PAGE A1

to “imposing the tax and issuing Gener-
al Obligation Bonds.”

It was voted down that year by a small 
margin, according to earlier reporting 
from The Item. The penny sales tax was 
active for 14 years before 50.84%, or 
13,909 people, voted against the third 
Capital Penny Sales Tax.

The first referendum funded 16 proj-
ects and ushered in a $75 million boost 
to the county's economy, and the second 
funded 28 projects and cost $75.6 million. 
The projects fell under four categories: 
public safety, infrastructure and facili-
ties, transportation and quality of  life.

The third penny that was voted down 
in 2022 was projected to rake in $117 mil-
lion during seven years to fund 34 proj-
ects at a total of  $107,266,500 in projected 
revenue; the remaining $10 million was 
to be used as a "cushion."

If  it had been approved, the penny 
would have paid for projects involving 
public safety, roads, park improvements, 
blight removal and more. 

Because it was voted down in 2022, the 
penny stopped showing up on Sumter-
ites’ receipts in April 2023. 

Officials have not said if  the question 
will be worded differently on Novem-
ber’s ballot, and they have also not dis-
closed if  the projects that the 2022 penny 
were supposed to fund, had voters not 
denied it, will be the same projects that 
the penny is projected to cover if  voters 
approve it this year. 

More information on the projects that 
were supposed to be covered by the 
third penny tax before it was denied is 
available on the county’s website.

PENNY FROM PAGE A1

ELECTION FROM PAGE A1

Voters can check their voter registra-
tion information and find where they 
can vote at scvotes.org. The polling loca-
tion is also listed on a voter's registra-
tion card.

For Summerton 1, the polling place 
will be Summerton Fire Station at 6 N. 
Canty St. Summerton 2's polling place 
will be at Summerton Cultural Arts Cen-
ter on 12 S. Church St., and Summerton 
3's polling place will be Clarendon 1 Re-
source Center Gym at 1154 41st St. 



bizarro

beetle bailey born loser

mother goose

andy capp garfield

blondie zits

jumble sudoku

hoW to play:
Each row, column and 
set of 3-by-3 boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 through 9 
without repetition.

jeff macnelly’s shoe

the daily crossWord puzzle

ACROSS
1 Yogurt-based 

drink
6 Choose
9 “The 

Equalizer” 
network

12 Pins included 
in many Ikea 
furniture kits

13 Oberlin 
College’s state

14 Horde member 
in Tolkien

15 *Device sold 
with some 
sheets of hard 
candy

17 “The Marvels” 
director 
DaCosta

18 Zaftig
19 Genetic strand
20 Happily __ 

after
21 Pastoral poem
22 *Took from the 

top
25 Label
26 “Nova” subj.
28 Suffers
29 Tokyo, long 

ago
30 Diner patron
33 Yuletide
35 Some 

partners, and 
what can be 
found in the 
answers to the 
starred clues?

39 Stew meat
40 Style
41 Amber, for one
43 Brand of 

kitchen bags

45 Dudes
46 “It’s 

__-brainer!”
47 *”The 

Irishman” role 
for Al Pacino

52 “Not only that 
... “

53 Neck of the 
woods

54 Salad dressing 
base

55 Crazy about
57 Pop
58 *Teenage 

vampire  
slayer of film 
and TV

61 Fig. affected 
by weather

62 Lago  
contents

63 Removes, as a 
knot

64 Marina __ Rey, 
California

65 Sighs of 
pleasure

66 Visibility 
reducers

DOWN
1 Ambitious 

aspiration
2 Nasty
3 Observed
4 Winter coaster
5 “More or less”
6 “Wowza”
7 Thanksgiving 

dessert
8 The Blue Jays, 

on sports 
crawls

9 Chat sesh
10 Terse

11 Beginner’s 
knitting 
project, 
perhaps

12 Tchotchkes
13 Universal 

opening?
15 Hackneyed
16 Genesis boat
20 Unsuccessful 

Ford
22 Locale
23 Microscopic
24 Gets together 

quietly
26 Proper
27 World Heritage 

Site in Algiers
31 Business card 

no.
32 Kelly 

Clarkson’s 
first record 
label

34 Cost of a suit?
36 Molten rock
37 Federal org. 

that inspects 
workplaces

38 Features of 
many alarms

42 Heath-covered 
wastelands

44 Foolish one
47 Over it all
48 Hopping  

mad
49 Purple Heart, 

e.g.
50 Sports org. 

based in 
Zurich

51 Pop __
52 Let in or  

let on
55 Public transit 

system in San 
Francisco, 
familiarly

56 Tsps. and 
tbsps.

58 Pasture sound
59 “Blah”
60 Dim __: 

cuisine often 
served in 
steamer 
baskets

Previous Puzzle Solved

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

Wallace the braVe

herb and jamaal

take it from the tinkersons

Emet Ozar 2/1/24

DEAR ABBY — 
I'm a widow. 
I have a 
friend I'll 
call "Greta," 
whom I have 
known since 
high school. 
I was very 
shy back 
then. She 
was more 
outgoing, 
but our 

group of  friends was small. 
Over the years, I have be-
come more outgoing, while 
Greta seems to be withdraw-
ing socially. 

She often tells me she will 
go to an event only if  I go 
with her, but when I commit 
to it and pay for my part, she 
usually backs out. The prob-
lem is, Greta picks events I 
would otherwise not choose 
to attend or that none of  my 

other friends are attending, 
so I must go alone or lose 
the money. 

I'm about to retire, so I'll 
have less income. I am also 
working on widening my cir-
cle of  friends so I can re-
main active. Greta wants to 
be invited and gets upset if  I 
don't ask her to join me. 
However, she sees no prob-
lem with her constant no-
shows. 

This is putting a strain on 
our relationship and on my 
newly formed friendships. I 
feel guilty for moving on so-
cially, but I'm afraid I'll end 
up isolated if  I try to meet 
her demands. What can I do 
to meet my own needs and 
still maintain her friend-
ship?

Navigating friendship
 

DEAR NAVIGATING — You may 
not be able to do both. Have 

you pointed out to Greta that 
what she has been doing is 
unfair, not to mention ex-
pensive? If  you haven't, do it 
now. If  you have told her 
and have been ignored, re-
mind her. When you do, ex-
press plainly that what she 
has been doing is rude, and 
if  it happens again, you will 
no longer buy tickets for her 
events. Then step back and 
see her less often, and only 
one-on-one if  you see her at 
all.
Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van 
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her mother, Pau-
line Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

To order “How to Write Letters for All 
Occasions,” send your name and mailing 
address, plus check or money order for 
$8 (U.S. funds) to: Dear Abby -- Letter 
Booklet, P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 
61054-0447. (Shipping and handling are 
included in the price.)

Friend consistently flakes out on social engagements

Dear Abby
ABIGAIL  
VAN BUREN
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WASHINGTON — For the 
first time ever, the race for the 
Democratic presidential nomi-
nation officially kicks off  this 
Saturday in South Carolina, 
the state that resurrected 
then-candidate Joe Biden's 
foundering presidential cam-
paign in 2020 and put him on a 
footing to win his party's nod 
and, eventually, the White 
House.

Unlike four years ago, Presi-
dent Biden now looks to South 
Carolina voters to cement his 
campaign as the overwhelm-
ing favorite, as opposed to res-
cuing it from near-oblivion.

At Biden's urging, the Dem-
ocratic National Committee 
rearranged the 2024 primary 
calendar and slotted South 
Carolina as the first contest of  
the campaign season, citing in 
part the state's far more ra-
cially diverse electorate than 
the traditional first-in-the-na-
tion states of  Iowa and New 
Hampshire, which are over-
whelmingly white. New 
Hampshire held a leadoff  pri-
mary anyway in defiance of  
the DNC, but without the 
president's or the national 
party's backing and no dele-
gates at stake, the contest 
amounted to little more than a 
non-binding beauty contest. 
Biden won New Hampshire by 
a sizable margin nonetheless 
after supporters mounted a 
write-in campaign on his be-
half.

Challenging Biden on the 
South Carolina ballot are U.S. 
Rep. Dean Phillips of  Minne-
sota and author Marianne 
Williamson. Phillips received 
about 20% of  the vote in New 
Hampshire, while Williamson 
received about 4%. Williamson 
was part of  the crowded 2020 
field that included Biden, but 
she dropped out before the 
first contests.

The South Carolina primary 
will be the first opportunity 
this year for Democratic can-
didates to begin accumulating 
the nearly 2,000 delegates 
needed to clinch the party's 
nomination.

Here's a look at what to ex-
pect on Saturday:

PRIMARY NIGHT
The South Carolina Demo-

cratic presidential primary 
will be held on Saturday. Polls 
close statewide at 7 p.m. 

WHAT'S ON THE BALLOT
The Associated Press will 

provide coverage for the Dem-
ocratic presidential primary. 
It is the only contest that 
night. The ballot will list three 
candidates: Biden, Phillips 
and Williamson.

WHO GETS TO VOTE
South Carolina has an open 

primary system, which means 
any registered voter may par-
ticipate in any party's prima-
ry. Voters may only partici-
pate in one party's presiden-
tial primary, so those who 
vote on Saturday may not vote 
in the Republican contest on 
Feb. 24.

DELEGATE ALLOCATION RULES
Proportional by statewide 

and congressional district 
votes with a 15% threshold. 
South Carolina's 55 pledged 
Democratic delegates are allo-
cated according to the nation-
al party's standard rules. 

Twelve at-large delegates are 
allocated in proportion to the 
statewide vote, as are seven 
PLEO delegates, or "party 
leaders and elected officials." 
The state's seven congressio-
nal districts have a combined 
36 delegates at stake, which 
are allocated in proportion to 
the vote results in each dis-
trict. Candidates must receive 
at least 15% of  the statewide 
vote to qualify for any state-
wide delegates and 15% of  the 
vote in a congressional dis-
trict to qualify for delegates in 
that district.

DECISION NOTES
Biden's decisive victory in 

the 2020 South Carolina pri-
mary offers some useful 
benchmarks in determining 
the winner on Saturday night 
as votes are being counted.

In 2020, then-candidate 
Biden carried all 46 counties 
in the state. His strongest geo-
graphic regions were in the 
Pee Dee and Waccamaw River 
valley areas in the state's east-
ern region and in central 
South Carolina, including the 
state capital of  Columbia. He 
received about 54% of  the vote 
in both areas. He was also the 
top choice among Democratic 
primary voters in the state's 
Democratic and Republican 
strongholds, as well as in the 
more moderate areas in be-
tween.

But the key to Biden's 2020 
win in South Carolina was his 
strength among the state's 
Black voters. AP's VoteCast 
survey of  2020 South Carolina 
primary voters found that 64% 
of  Black voters supported 
Biden, compared with 33% of  
white voters. Black voters 
made up about half  of  the 
Democratic primary elector-
ate that year, according to Vo-
teCast.

If  Biden matches or outpac-
es his performance in coun-
ties with large Black popula-
tions in initial results 
throughout the state, it is a 
strong indicator of  another 
decisive win in the Palmetto 
State.

One notable difference is 
that Biden faced a much more 
competitive field in 2020, 
which included Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders and former 
South Bend, Indiana, Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg, who were the 
top two vote-getters in both 
the Iowa caucuses and the 
New Hampshire primary that 
year. Biden received 49% of  
the vote against six other ac-
tive candidates, as well as five 

former candidates who were 
still listed on the ballot. He 
more than doubled the 20% 
that second-place finisher 
Sanders received.

This year, Biden faces fewer 
and less competitive challeng-
ers and enters South Carolina 
as the overwhelming 
front-runner, coming off  a 44-
point victory over his nearest 
competitor in the New Hamp-
shire primary on Jan. 23.

The AP does not make pro-
jections and will declare a 
winner only when it's deter-
mined there is no scenario 
that would allow the trailing 
candidates to close the gap. If  
a race has not been called, the 
AP will continue to cover any 
newsworthy developments, 
such as concessions or decla-
rations of  victory. In doing so, 
the AP will make clear that it 
has not yet declared a winner 
and explain why.

WHAT DO TURNOUT AND 
ADVANCE VOTE LOOK LIKE?

There are about 3.3 million 
registered voters in South 
Carolina. Voters do not regis-
ter by party. Turnout in the 
2020 Democratic primary was 
about 16% of  registered vot-
ers. It was about 13% in the 
2016 primary.

Saturday's event will be the 
first presidential primary held 
in the state since a new early 
voting law was enacted in May 
2022. The law allows voters to 
cast ballots in person up to 
about two weeks before Elec-
tion Day without an excuse. In 
the 2016 Democratic primary, 
when voters had to provide an 
excuse to cast an absentee bal-
lot, about 14% of  votes were 
cast before Election Day. In 
the 2022 midterm primaries, 
after the new law went into ef-
fect, pre-Election Day voting 
was at about 21%.

As of  Monday, nearly 24,000 
voters had already cast their 
ballots.

HOW LONG DOES VOTE-
COUNTING USUALLY TAKE?

In the 2020 South Carolina 
Democratic primary, the AP 
first reported results at 7:09 
p.m. 

Primary night tabulation 
ended at 12:17 a.m. with 98% 
of  votes counted.

ARE WE THERE YET?
As of  Saturday, there will be 

198 days until the start of  the 
Democratic National Conven-
tion in Chicago and 276 days 
until the November general 
election.

AP Decision Notes: What to expect in 
S.C.’s Democratic presidential primary
BY ROBERT YOON
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Federal Reserve indi-
cated Wednesday that it's 
nearing a long-awaited shift 
toward cutting interest 
rates, a sign that officials 
are confident that they're 
close to fully taming infla-
tion.

The Fed kept its key rate 
unchanged at about 5.4%, a 
22-year high. But in a state-
ment, it signaled a shift by 
dropping previous wording 
that had said it was still 
considering further hikes.

Still, the central bank 
cautioned that it "does not 
expect it will be appropri-
ate" to cut rates "until it has 
gained greater confidence 
that inflation is moving sus-
tainably" to its 2% target. 
That suggests that a rate re-
duction is unlikely at its 
next meeting in March.

The overall changes to 
the statement — compared 
with its last meeting in De-
cember — indicate that the 
Fed has definitively shifted 
toward considering rate re-
ductions while still main-
taining flexibility. In De-
cember, the officials had 
signaled that they expected 
to carry out three quar-
ter-point rate cuts this year. 
Yet they have said little 
about when those cuts 
might begin, though senior 
officials have emphasized 
that the Fed would proceed 
cautiously.

The change in the Fed's 
stance Wednesday comes as 
the economy is showing 

surprising durability after a 
series of  11 rate hikes 
helped drastically slow in-
flation, which hit a four-de-
cade high 18 months ago. 
During the past six months, 
prices have risen at an an-
nual rate of  just below 2%, 
consistent with the Fed's 
target level, according to its 
preferred inflation gauge. 
And growth remains 
healthy. In the final three 
months of  last year, the 
economy expanded at a 
3.3% annual rate, the gov-
ernment said last week.

The Fed is assessing infla-
tion and the economy at a 
time when the intensifying 
presidential campaign is 
pivoting in no small part on 
voters' perceptions of  Presi-
dent Joe Biden's economic 
stewardship. Republicans in 
Congress have attacked 
Biden about the high infla-
tion that gripped the nation 
beginning in 2021 as the 
economy emerged from re-
cession. But the latest eco-
nomic data — ranging from 
steady consumer spending 
to solid job growth to the 
slowdown in inflation — 
has been bolstering con-
sumer confidence.

Most economists have 
said they expect the Fed to 
start cutting its benchmark 
rate in May or June. Rate 
cuts would eventually lead 
to lower borrowing costs for 
America's consumers and 
businesses, including for 
mortgages, auto loans and 
credit cards.

Federal Reserve signals interest 
rate cuts aren’t imminent, leaves 
them unchanged for now

Breakfast 7 days a week 6:00am-11am Menu Only
Open: Mon.-Thurs. 6am-9pm, Open: Mon.-Thurs. 6am-9pm, 

Fri.– Sat. 6am-10pm, Sun. 6am-4pmFri.– Sat. 6am-10pm, Sun. 6am-4pm
2390 Broad St. (Inside Quality Inn)2390 Broad St. (Inside Quality Inn)

803-774-0270803-774-0270

Breakfast 7 days a week 6:00am-11am Menu OnlyBreakfast 7 days a week 6:00am-11am Menu Only
SUNDAY BUFFET 11am - 4pmSUNDAY BUFFET 11am - 4pm

Full Bar & Menu
Live Music

We’re Celebrating Valentine’s Day All Week
February 12-17 after 5pm                 
Special Valentine Menu Available 

Dinner includes:
A starter, appetizer, two entrees, two sides,

 and two desserts for $79
  *Reservations are not required but are encouraged.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF (SPECIAL) ELECTION
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  TOWN OF SUMMERTON

A special election in the Town of Summerton will be held on 
Tuesday, April 2, 2024. Any person wishing to register to vote in 
this election must do so no later than Sunday, March 3, 2024. Voter 
registration by mail applications will be accepted if postmarked by 
Monday, March 4, 2024. 

The early voting period for this election begins on Monday, March 
18, 2024 and ends on Friday, March 29, 2024. The following early 
voting centers will be open during the early voting period from 8:30 
a.m. until 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday (closed weekends). 

Clarendon County Voter Registration & Elections Office - 3 
South Church St. Manning, SC 29102 

The following offices shall be included in this election: 

Mayor 

Candidate Filing Period: 
Filing Opens: 12:00 p.m. Noon on Friday, February 2, 2024. 
Filing Closes: 12:00 p.m. Noon on Friday February16, 2024. 

Filing Hours: 
Weekdays: (8:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.) 

Locations: 
Clarendon County Voter Registration Office - 3 South Church St. 
Manning, SC (803)435-8215 

Filing Fee: The filing fee for Mayor is $100.00. 

Filing fee checks should be made payable to (Clarendon County). 

State Ethics Filings: Candidates are required to file a Statement of 
Economic Interests and a Campaign Disclosure online with the 
State Ethics Commission at http://ethics.sc.gov. Failure to file these 
documents may result in a candidate fine but will not disqualify a 
candidate from the election. Contact the State Ethics Commission 
for more information.

At 9:00 a.m. on April 2, 2024, the day of the election, the County 
Board of Voter Registration and Elections will begin its examination 
of the absentee ballot return envelopes at Clarendon County Voter 
Registration & Elections 3 South Church Steet Manning, SC 29102. 

On Thursday, April 4, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. the County Board of 
Voter Registration & Elections will hold a hearing to determine the 
validity of all provisional ballots cast in the special election. These 
hearings will be held at Clarendon County Voter Registration & 
Elections Office, 3 South Church Street Manning, SC 29102 

The following precincts and polling places will be open during this 
election from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.:

Precincts  Polling Place

Summerton 1 Summerton Fire Station - 6 N Canty St.  
  Summerton SC 29148

Summerton 2 Summerton Cultural Arts Ctr - 12 South Church  
  St Summerton SC 29148 

Summerton 3 Clarendon 1 Resource Center Gym - 1154 41 st  
  Street Summerton SC  29148

Hill Plumbing & Air 
for Best of Sumter

Heating & Air • Plumbing
803-773-6689 • hillplumbingair.com 

VoteVote



HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY? Send your letter to letters@theitem.com, drop it off at The Sumter Item office, 36 W. 
Liberty St., or mail it to The Sumter Item, P.O. Box 1677, Sumter, SC 29151, along with the writer’s full name, address 
and telephone number (for verification purposes only). Letters that exceed 350 words will be cut accordingly in the 
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Haley is last candle fending off darkness. And she’s fired up.

K
IAWAH ISLAND — 
Until Feb. 24, the 
geography of  2024’s 
presidential politics 

will suggest a satisfying sym-
metry. The first state that 
voted for secession can put 
the nation on a path away 
from today’s political vitriol 
— the worst since the 1850s. 
A South Carolinian who 
lives here, 27 miles from the 
Charleston harbor fort at 
which the Civil War’s first 
shots were fired, is neither 
in a surrendering mood nor 
short of  ammunition.

South Carolinian trucu-
lence threatened the nation’s 
unity 163 years ago. Today, 
that trait has the state’s for-
mer governor Nikki Haley, a 
self-described “street fighter 
in heels,” spoiling for a fight. 
Almost the entire Republican 
elite, in Washington and in 
this state, is prostrate before 
Donald Trump, the supposed 
populist scourge of  the “es-
tablishment.” She is, howev-
er, approved by 76 percent of  
this state’s voters. They re-
member that Haley earned 
the enmity of  the state’s po-
litical establishment by en-
forcing transparency: Before 
she did, only 8 percent of  

House and 1 percent of  Sen-
ate decisions were by record-
ed votes.

This state’s voters also 
might reasonably resent 
Trump’s apparent belief  that 

her continu-
ing candidacy 
is an affront 
to his gran-
deur. And his 
impertinence 
that their pri-
mary election 
is a nullity, 
given his in-
evitability.

Calling 
herself  a 

“happy warrior,” looking in-
explicably rested and exuding 
an exuberant pugnacity, she 
is wagering that Trump can-
not keep his composure for 
four weeks. And that a major-
ity of  voters, already embar-
rassed and exhausted by 
Trump, will be more so if  he 
has a testosterone spill when 
she relentlessly needles him 
about being afraid to debate 
someone with two X chromo-
somes.

President Biden’s handlers 
cannot allow him out cam-
paigning for nine months be-
cause they know what voters 

will see. Trump’s operatives 
cannot know what he does not 
know: what he will say next. 
One of  Haley’s tasks is to trig-
ger him.

In South Carolina, indepen-
dents can vote in either par-
ty’s primary. Many of  them — 
especially independent subur-
ban women, who are apt to be 
decisive in November — are 
weary of  behavior from 
Trump that they would not 
tolerate from their children.

A British diplomat, one of  
Theodore Roosevelt’s close 
friends, when asked to explain 
TR, said: You must under-
stand that the president is 
about 6 years old. The ambas-
sador was referring to TR’s 
overflowing enthusiasm, ener-
gy and curiosity. Trump only 
has a 6-year-old’s defects: lack 
of  impulse control and a pen-
chant for infantile insults — 
e.g., referring to Haley as 
“birdbrain.”

Laughing at him might not 
be Haley’s preferred mode of  
attack. Voters, however, are 
in no mood for policy speech-
es, such as the one she gave 
at the Hudson Institute in 
2020 — a luminous defense of  
economic freedom against 
the statism, corporatism and 

protectionism that make 
Biden and Trump kindred 
spirits. For perhaps the first 
time in U.S. history, and cer-
tainly for the first time in 
modern polling, voters’ con-
cerns about immigration — 
Biden’s chaos at the border 
— eclipse all other issues, in-
cluding the economy.

This fact. And Trump’s 
weirdness. (Between his inau-
guration and his expulsion 
from the platform, he tweeted 
26,237 times — about 18 times 
a day). And his increasingly 
erratic behavior under the 
pressure of  his legal difficul-
ties. And Haley revealing his 
manifold insecurities. All 
these facts require her to run 
a MANA campaign: Make 
America Normal Again.

Trump’s electoral weak-
ness is as obvious as is the 
probability of  a Haley land-
slide against Biden. Trump 
was weaker in the Iowa cau-
cuses (51 percent) than in 
the 2020 election in Iowa (53 
percent). He won just 30 per-
cent of  independents in New 
Hampshire, where 21 percent 
of  voters in the Republican 
primary said they would not 
support Trump in November. 
In 21 coming Republican pri-

maries, including 11 of  the 
15 on Super Tuesday (March 
5), voters do not have to be 
registered Republicans.

South Carolinians, remem-
ber this: In 2020, Trump lost 
the suburbs by 10 percent. 
And 6 percent more women 
than men voted. And Biden 
carried women by a larger 
margin than Trump carried 
men. Why would anyone con-
sider Trump a stronger candi-
date than Haley against 
Biden?

This is a cliché: It is better 
to light a candle than to curse 
the darkness. This is a fact: 
Haley is the last candle fend-
ing off  darkness.

Many South Carolinians 
are eager to snuff  out Repub-
lican competition by sup-
porting Trump. Do they won-
der why Biden, too, ardently 
wants Trump’s nomination 
guaranteed immediately? If, 
however, South Carolina pro-
longs the nominating pro-
cess by supporting Haley, 
there will be time for pleas-
ant Republican surprises 
and sudden Democratic fore-
bodings.

Reach George Will at george-
will@washpost.com.

George 
Will

Removing Sumter sheriff ’s 
review of business license 
applicants would make 
people more vulnerable

S
hould Sumter County’s 
most vulnerable citi-
zens be protected from 
potentially unscrupu-

lous business owners? If  Coun-
ty Councilman Carlton Wash-
ington’s proposed rule change 
is approved, that could be the 
case. At the Jan. 23, 2024, Sum-
ter County Council meeting, 
he announced his desire to 
amend the Sumter County 
Business License Ordinance to 
eliminate a background 
screening of  recent felons who 
apply for a business license. 
This is a bad idea.

The current Sumter County 
ordinance provides that busi-
ness license applicants con-
victed of  certain crimes within 
the past 10 years be screened 
by the Sumter County sheriff. 
The sheriff  then makes a rec-
ommendation of  whether the 
application should be approved 
or denied. This is a small, but 
important tool for the sheriff’s 
mission to "protect and de-
fend" the citizens of  Sumter 
County.

Should someone convicted 
of  animal cruelty qualify to 
operate a dog grooming salon 
or animal kennel?

Should someone convicted 
of  elder abuse qualify for an 
adult daycare center?

Should someone convicted 
of  counterfeiting checks quali-
fy for a check-cashing busi-
ness?

Should someone convicted 
of  forging signatures qualify 
for a tax preparation business?

Should someone convicted 
of  pedophilia qualify for a pho-
tography studio?

According to a Department 
of  Justice Bulletin titled Crim-
inal Victimization 2021, the na-
tional rate of  violent victimiza-
tion for persons living in 
households earning less than 
$25,000 annually (the poorest 
demographic delineation in 
the study) was higher than the 
rate for all other household in-
come groups at 29.6 per 1,000. 
Those individuals also experi-
enced the highest rate of  vio-
lent crime excluding simple as-

sault at 11.7 per 1,000. While 
not all felony convictions are 
for violent crimes, the analysis 
is clear that our poorest fellow 
citizens are also those most 
vulnerable to crime. Removing 
the sheriff’s review would in-
crease their vulnerability in 
Sumter County.

I cannot fathom why Coun-
cilman Washington wants to 
remove these protections for 
Sumter County residents.

An additional concern is the 
area surrounding Shaw AFB. 
I’m particularly sensitive to 
Shaw since that is what origi-
nally brought our family to the 
town we fell in love with. Shaw 
is an economic juggernaut for 
Sumter County and the entire 
state. It is almost entirely bor-
dered by Sumter County, not 
the Sumter City limits. This 
includes Highway 378 and 
Peach Orchard Road that di-
rectly border Shaw.

Business licenses in the 
areas next to Shaw AFB are 
not subject to the City of  Sum-
ter’s rules, so rescinding Sum-
ter County’s law enforcement 
review would open the area 
around the base to un-
screened, felon-owned busi-
nesses. Ironically, Council-
man Washington represents 
District 1, which includes 
those areas. I’m old enough to 
remember the days when mili-
tary bases were surrounded 
by sketchy businesses, and I 
don’t want a return to that. I 
would hope that he would be 
more protective of  the 
multi-billion-dollar asset in 
his district.

As a society, we can certain-
ly do a better job of  reintegrat-
ing people into society follow-
ing an incarceration. But a fel-
ony conviction warrants in-
creased scrutiny, at least for a 
few years. Removing this small 
measure of  protection for po-
tential future victims is not the 
answer. Please contact county 
council and ask them to stop 
this initiative right now.

Neil Neaderhiser is retired from 
the U.S. Air Force and has re-
sided in Sumter for over 16 
years.

BY NEIL NEADERHISER
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Pray for the peace of Jerusalem

T
oday, I want to conclude the 
thought that we’ve been looking at 
with “Pray for the Peace of  Jeru-
salem.” My text is Psalm 122:6, 

where we see, “Pray for the peace of  Jeru-
salem: they shall prosper that love thee.” 
(KJV) 

We’ve been looking at the Prophet 
Zechariah’s prophecy concerning the en-
vironment in which Israel and Jerusa-
lem will be in during the Great Tribula-
tion, but today, I want to look at an op-
portunity as well as a responsibility that 
the people of  God from that day to this 
are directed to do, which is, “pray 
for the peace of  Jerusalem.” That 
was true for Old Testament Israel, 
and I believe it remains true for 
the church today. God has prom-
ised to prosper those who so de-
sire peace in Israel and pray to-
ward that end. The focus is the 
promise which God made to Abra-
ham in Genesis 12:3, where God 
promised, “And I will bless them 
that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 
families of  the earth be blessed.” (KJV) 
This is referred to as the Abrahamic 
Covenant. This covenant was made to 
Abram whom God later renamed Abra-
ham, and this covenant was also made to 
Abraham’s son Isaac, and also Isaac’s 
son Jacob whom God renamed Israel. 

As we have been bringing to your heart, 
Israel and Jerusalem are experiencing 
great turmoil and trials that easily show 
us there is no peace there. I believe Israel 
is fighting a continual war with this 

world’s animosity, hatred, and as history 
has shown us, even military campaigns to 
eliminate her existence. Israel will never 
be eliminated by the Palestinians or Iran 
or Russia or anyone else for that matter, 
because of  the covenant God made with 
Abraham, and we can be sure that God al-
ways keeps His promises! My privilege 
today is to “Pray for the peace of  Jerusa-
lem,” and there is a lot involved within 
those words. Before peace comes to the 
“City of  Peace,” the true church will be 
raptured off  of  planet earth and Israel will 
sign a peace treaty with the Antichrist for 

seven years which will begin the 
Tribulation Period on this earth. 
Then at the close of  that sev-
en-year time period of  Jacob’s 
trouble, Jesus Christ will return to 
rescue Israel, defeat the Antichrist 
in the Valley of  Megiddo and put 
the Antichrist and the False 
Prophet into the Lake of  Fire and 
also shut Satan up for 1,000 glori-
ous years, known as the Millennial 

Reign of  Jesus Christ on this earth. 
Then will there be peace as Jesus Christ 
rules this planet from His throne in the 
Millennial Temple in the city of  Jerusa-
lem. So in the meantime, the believing Jew 
and also the church can “Pray for the 
peace of  Jerusalem: they shall prosper 
that love thee.”	

Joey Durham is pastor at Open Bible Bap-
tist Church at 180 Old Manning Road in 
Sumter. You can contact Pastor Durham at 
durham.joey@yahoo.com or call the church 
office at (803) 481-9315.

Joey Durham
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TODAY’S 
SOUTH 
CAROLINA 
WEATHER
Temperatures shown on map are 
today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

LOCAL ALMANAC

NATIONAL CITIES REGIONAL CITIES

LAKE LEVELS SUN AND MOON

TIDESRIVER STAGES

Temperature

Precipitation

  Full 7 a.m. 24-hr
Lake pool yest. chg

  Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr
River stage yest. chg AT MYRTLE BEACH

 High Ht. Low Ht.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/WCity Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Weather(W): s–sunny, pc–partly cloudy, c–cloudy, sh–showers, t–thunderstorms, r–rain, sf–snow fl urries, sn–snow, i–ice

Spartanburg
Greenville

Gaff ney

Columbia

Bishopville
Florence

Myrtle
Beach

Sumter

Manning

Charleston

Aiken

AccuWeather® � ve-day forecast for Sumter
TODAY

Milder with plenty 
of sunshine

63°

MONDAY

Breezy and cooler 
with rain

53° / 40°

NE 10-20 mph

Chance of rain: 100%

SUNDAY

Mainly cloudy

60° / 46°

E 7-14 mph

Chance of rain: 10%

SATURDAY

Partly sunny and 
delightful

59° / 34°

NE 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

FRIDAY

Mostly cloudy

67° / 42°

WNW 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

TONIGHT

Partly cloudy

38°

SW 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

WSW 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

High   52°
Low   42°
Normal high   56°
Normal low   33°
Record high   82° in 1975
Record low   10° in 1966

24 hrs ending 4 p.m. Wed.  0.04"
Month to date   2.04"
Normal month to date   3.78"
Year to date   2.04"
Last year to date   3.78"
Normal year to date   3.78"

SUMTER THROUGH 4 P.M. WEDNESDAY

Murray 360 356.53 +0.12
Marion 76.8 74.88 +0.13
Moultrie 75.5 73.65 none
Wateree 100 97.15 -0.08

Black River 12 7.71 -0.14
Congaree River 19 8.19 -2.40
Lynches River 14 6.19 +0.38
Saluda River 14 8.86 -0.30
Up. Santee River 80 81.29 +0.12
Wateree River 24 17.91 -0.03

Sunrise 7:19 a.m. Sunset  5:52 p.m.
Moonrise none Moonset 10:46 a.m.

Last New

Feb. 2 Feb. 9

First Full

Feb. 16 Feb. 24

Today 12:50 a.m. 2.5 7:44 a.m. 0.5
 12:57 p.m. 2.3 7:46 p.m. 0.3
Fri. 1:34 a.m. 2.5 8:39 a.m. 0.6
 1:43 p.m. 2.2 8:34 p.m. 0.3

Asheville 59/33/s 59/34/c
Athens 61/37/s 67/40/c
Augusta 63/35/s 66/37/c
Beaufort 63/43/s 67/44/c
Cape Hatteras 50/42/s 58/46/pc
Charleston 64/42/s 68/44/pc
Charlotte 60/37/s 63/42/c
Clemson 60/34/s 66/40/c
Columbia 63/38/s 66/39/c
Darlington 61/37/s 66/41/c
Elizabeth City 53/41/s 58/38/c
Elizabethtown 60/39/s 64/41/c
Fayetteville 59/38/s 65/39/c

Florence 61/37/s 65/41/c
Gainesville 66/44/pc 67/41/pc
Gastonia 59/34/s 65/40/c
Goldsboro 60/40/s 66/38/c
Goose Creek 63/41/s 67/43/pc
Greensboro 57/37/s 62/36/c
Greenville 59/36/s 67/39/c
Hickory 59/38/s 64/38/c
Hilton Head 60/46/s 63/45/pc
Jacksonville, FL 64/42/pc 68/40/pc
La Grange 60/35/pc 63/38/c
Macon 62/35/pc 66/38/c
Marietta 60/36/pc 64/40/c

Marion 60/33/s 62/35/c
Mt. Pleasant 61/45/s 64/47/pc
Myrtle Beach 56/42/s 61/43/pc
Orangeburg 64/41/s 66/43/c
Port Royal 60/43/s 63/42/c
Raleigh 59/40/s 63/38/c
Rock Hill 59/35/s 64/40/c
Rockingham 60/36/s 65/39/c
Savannah 64/42/s 69/41/pc
Spartanburg 58/34/s 65/38/c
Summerville 63/39/s 65/43/pc
Wilmington 61/40/s 66/40/pc
Winston-Salem 58/39/s 61/36/c

 Today Fri.  Today Fri.  Today Fri.

Atlanta 61/41/s 66/44/c
Chicago 49/36/pc 41/33/c
Dallas 72/55/pc 71/55/c
Detroit 47/32/c 42/27/pc
Houston 71/56/c 72/60/c
Los Angeles 58/49/r 62/43/pc
New Orleans 63/49/c 69/51/pc
New York 50/40/c 46/29/c
Orlando 71/51/pc 72/49/pc
Philadelphia 50/41/c 46/30/pc
Phoenix 76/52/pc 63/47/sh
San Francisco 59/48/sh 57/44/sh
Wash., DC 55/41/pc 54/33/pc

 Today Fri.

IN THE MOUNTAINS

Today: Mostly sunny. Winds southwest 
6-12 mph. Patchy clouds.
Friday: Mostly cloudy and mild. Winds 
south-southwest 4-8 mph.

ON THE COAST

Today: Plenty of sunshine. High 55 to 63.
Friday: Partly sunny, except more clouds in 
southern parts. High 59 to 67.

58/34
59/36

59/32

63/38

62/36
61/37

56/42

63/38

62/37

64/42

62/36

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

| Go to AccuWeather.com

PUBLIC AGENDA

ARIES (March 
21-April 19): 
Stick close to 
your allies 
and experts 

you trust to remain knowledgeable. 
Be able to recognize when 
someone is trying to use you to get 
ahead. Don't let an emotional 
situation lead to anger, which will 
weaken your position. Do what you 
do best and flourish. 3 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Put 
your energy into learning, 
discovery, and trial and error. Be a 
sponge, ask questions, hone your 
skills and prepare yourself to fight 
for what's important to you. Show 
confidence, and you will deter 
anyone trying to get a reaction 
they can benefit from. 3 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Listen 
and modify what you learn to fit 
your situation. Research will 
disclose possibilities that can make 
your life easier. Don't let anyone 
convince you that you must take a 
path that makes you uneasy. 
Choose what works best for you. 5 
stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Take a 
break, give yourself a chance to 
review important details and 
rethink your strategy. You have 
plenty to gain if you know the 
possibilities and eliminate what's 
unnecessary. Use your imagination 
to picture what works best for you. 
2 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Recognize 
what's happening around you. 
Refuse to let your emotions cause 
you to overreact. Avoid trouble, 
concentrate on your responsibilities 
and pay more attention to 
protecting what you have 
achieved. Don't get swept up in 
someone else's poor decisions. 2 
stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Be 
succinct, choose your words wisely 
and don't waste energy on 
something inevitable. Dive in, 
make the necessary changes and 
reap the rewards you deserve. Step 
into the spotlight; take charge and 
present what you have to offer. It's 
time to make things happen. 4 
stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Keep 
moving forward, regardless of what 

others say. An emotional incident 
can derail what you are trying to 
accomplish. Stick to your plans and 
refuse to make allowances for 
someone else's shortcomings. 
Persistence, detail and integrity will 
help eliminate unjust results. 3 
stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don't 
get involved in no-win situations or 
one-sided conversations. Explore 
your options and determine how to 
make the most using what's 
available. An opportunity to share 
with someone in a similar 
predicament is apparent. 3 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Mixed emotions will lead to 
confusion regarding a financial 
situation or professional position. 
Consider what action you can take 
to protect yourself from being 
taken advantage of by someone 
offering fake facts or using pressure 
tactics. 4 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Refuse to let emotions interfere 
with decisions. Communication will 
suffer if it escalates into a shouting 
match. Get the facts and figures 
and choose to use common sense. 
It's OK to treat yourself, but don't 
go into debt for the sake of a 
moment's pleasure. 2 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Keep 
tabs on subscriptions, updates and 
hidden costs. Go directly to the 
source when you find a 
discrepancy. Act rather than wait 
until you experience loss. Say no to 
temptation and change what isn't 
necessary. Overrule anyone trying 
to take over or interfere. 5 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Protect 
your possessions and position. Live 
by the rules and adjust when 
necessary. It's up to you to set 
standards that keep you moving in 
the right direction. Don't let 
anyone lead you astray or 
compromise your position. Look for 
flaws and compensate for setbacks. 
3 stars

1 star: Avoid conflicts; work 
behind the scenes. 2 stars: You can 
accomplish, but don't rely on 
others. 3 stars: Focus and you'll 
reach your goals. 4 stars: Aim 
high; start new projects. 5 stars: 
Nothing can stop you; go for gold.

SANTEE-LYNCHES REGIONAL 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Monday, Feb. 5, noon, Central 
Carolina Technical College, 506 N. 
Guignard Drive, Building M400, 
Room 401

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS BOARD
Monday, Feb. 5, 5:30 p.m., Sumter 
Sheriff’s Office conference room

CLARENDON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Monday, Feb. 5, 5:30 p.m., Manning 
High School, lecture hall, 2155 
Paxville Highway, Manning

SUMTER CITY COUNCIL
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 1 p.m., Sumter 
Opera House, 21 N. Main St.

BISHOPVILLE CITY COUNCIL
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 5:30 p.m., 
Colclough Building, 109 E. Council 
St., Bishopville

TOWN OF LYNCHBURG PLANNING 
COMMISSION
Wednesday, Feb. 7, 4 p.m., 
Lynchburg Municipal Building, 81 
Magnolia St., Lynchburg

SUMTER COUNTY VOTER 
REGISTRATION / ELECTION 
COMMISSION
Thursday, Feb. 8, 5:30 p.m., 
registration/election office, 141 N. 
Main St.
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The Sumter Coin Club meets 
from 7 to 8 p.m. on the third 
Tuesday of each month at Pa-
triot Park Pavilion. All ages are 
welcome. Join us to learn more 
about coins and currency. We 
have a door prize, raffle and 
auction at each meeting.
Seniors on the Move Program, of-
fered by Paxville Community 
Development Corp., is held 
from 9 a.m. to noon Mon-
day-Wednesday. The program 
offers a variety of self skill sets 
including technology skills, 
elder life skills development, 
Bingo and other games, health 
and wellness workshop and 
Bible study. Programs operate 
on Clarendon School District 2 
schedule. Call (803) 452-5124 or 
email paxvillecdc99@gmail.
com.
Santee-Wateree Regional Trans-
portation Authority (SWRTA) is of-
fering free rides to COVID-19 
vaccinations and COVID-19 
testing sites. Contact SWRTA 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday at (803) 934-0396.
Sumter Newcomers’ Club wel-
comes residents to our coffees 
with guest speakers on the 
second Friday of each month 
and to our lunches on the 
fourth Friday of each month at 
a local restaurant. The club 
also has various card and other 
games and a book club. If you 
are looking for friends or just 
something to do, come check 
out the Sumter Newcomers’ 
Club. Call Shelly at (803) 968-
0024 for information.
The General George L. Mabry Jr. 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
Chapter 817 meets at 6 p.m. on 

the third Thursday of each 
month at the Combat Veteran 
Building, 529 N. Wise Drive, 
Sumter, SC 29153. The meetings 
are held to foster an environ-
ment of goodwill and camara-
derie among combat wounded 
veterans as well as promote 
patriotism, assist with finding 
information and resources, and 
provide service to all veterans 
and their families. Visit purple-
heart817sumtersc.com or call 
(803) 983-3770.
The GOP “Republican” meetings 
are held at 6:30 p.m. on the first 
Thursday of each month at The 
Restaurant at Second Mill (the 
Quality Inn restaurant), 2390 
Broad St., across from Golden 
Corral. Meetings are open to 
anyone age 16 years or older. 
Call (803) 972-4555.
Marine Corps League Detachment 
1202 meets at 6 p.m. on the 
third Monday of each month at 
the VFW, 1925 Gion St. All pres-
ent and former Marines are 
welcome. Call (803) 972-4555.
American Legion Post 15 meets at 
6:30 p.m. on the first Monday of 
each month at 34 S. Artillery 
Drive. All veterans, past and 
present, are welcome. Call 
(803) 968-5115.
The Civil Air Patrol Sumter Com-
posite Squadron meets from 6:30 
to 9 p.m. each Tuesday at 2945 
Airport Road. There are cadet 
programs, aerospace educa-
tion programs and emergency 
services programs. Call Lt. Col. 
George Stanley at (803) 847-
7640. Visit www.gocivilairpa-
trol.com.
The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
Flotilla 12-1 meets at 7 p.m. on 

the third Monday of each 
month at the Summerton Fire 
Station, North Cantey Street, 
Summerton. Membership is 
open to any U.S. citizen age 17 
or older. Previous service in the 
Coast Guard is not required. 
The auxiliary’s main objective 
is to promote safe recreational 
boating on Lake Marion and 
Lake Moultrie by offering safe 
boating classes, courtesy ves-
sel checks for required safety 
equipment and patrolling the 
lakes offering assistance to 
anyone in need. The auxiliary 
also stands ready to assist the 
USCG with their mission along 
with search and rescue. We en-
courage anyone interested in 
participating in our mission to 
attend a meeting and learn 
more about the auxiliary.
Temple Sinai Jewish History Cen-
ter is seeking docents (tour 
guides). Docents must be 18 
years of age or older and will-
ing to attend training prior to 
starting. This is a volunteer po-
sition and you will be asked to 
commit at least a few hours a 
month (Thursday or Friday af-
ternoon or Saturday morning). 
The museum will work with 
students who want to arrange 
class credit through their col-
lege. The Center covers South 
Carolina and Sumter Jewish 
history, the Holocaust and 
Sumter’s ties to the Holocaust. 
Docents must be friendly and 
comfortable engaging with 
both children and adults. Con-
tact Diana Roof at (803) 468-
8630 or at droof@sumtercoun-
tymuseum.org or Annie Rivers 
at (803) 775-0908 or at arivers@
sumtercountymuseum.org.

The last word 
in astrology
EUGENIA LAST

AROUND TOWN
The Downtown Book Club will 
meet at 3 p.m. today in the 
Maker-Space Room of the 
downtown branch of the 
Sumter County Library, 111 
N. Harvin St., to discuss 
"Circe" by Madeline Miller.
The Sumter County Museum 
will hold a free talk and book 
signing reception with Author 
Dr. Walter B. Curry Jr. from 2 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
3, in McKenzie Hall of the 
Sumter County Museum, 
122 N. Washington St. The 
topic will be South Carolina 
African American Confeder-
ate Pensioners. A reception 
will follow with light re-
freshments and the oppor-
tunity to purchase books to 
be signed.
The Sumter Elks Lodge 855 
charity barbecue and open 
house fundraiser will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 17, at 1104 W. 
Liberty St. Donations re-
ceived will go to support 
Elk charitable work. Tickets 
are $10 per plate and must 
be purchased by Feb. 13 in-
dicating your choice of 
pulled pork or chicken on 
the ticket. Dinners include 
meat, beans, slaw and a 
roll. Takeout or dine under 
the pavilion. Call Bud Butler 
at (405)-210-7848 or Brian 
Davis at (803)-491-5339 for 
tickets.
A Motown Revue and Black 
history month art exhibit will 
be held at 6 p.m. on Satur-
day, Feb. 24, at Patriot Hall, 
135 Haynsworth St. Visit 
www.patriothallsc.org or 
call (803) 436-2260 for infor-
mation.
The Alzheimer’s Association 
South Carolina Chapter will 

hold a pop-up community 
meet and greet from 4 to 6 
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 27, at 
the Sumter County Public 
Library, 111 N. Harvin St. 
Residents of all ages are in-
vited to drop by to enjoy re-
freshments while learning 
about free support services 
for anyone facing any type 
of dementia. Association 
staff and volunteers will be 
on hand to chat about care 
and support programs, ad-
vocacy efforts, fundraising 
events and volunteer op-
portunities. Registration is 
requested by calling (800) 
272-3900 or visiting https://
bit.ly/AlzPopUp.
The 2024 Rub O’ the Green Golf 
Tournament will be held on 
Friday, March 15, at Beech 
Creek Golf Course, 1800 
Sam Gillespie Blvd. Regis-
tration/check-in and lunch 
will be held from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m. followed by a 
12:30 p.m. shotgun start. 
Space is limited to a maxi-
mum of 25 teams with four 
players per team. Visit 
https://business.sumter-
chamber.com/events/de-
tails/2024-rub-o-the-green-
golf-tournament-present-
ed-by-5128.
The Annual Barbecue Cook-Off 
benefiting Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica will be held Friday-Satur-
day, March 22-23, at the 
Sumter American Legion 
Fairgrounds, Sumter County 
Civic Center, 700 W. Liberty 
St. Wing ding will be held 
from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Friday 
with barbecue tasting and 
competition being held 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day. For information or tick-
ets, visit sumterbbq.com.
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Sumter High’s Brown shows off on senior night 
en route to Hines Furniture Athlete of the Week

The Sumter High girls basketball 
team is on the tail end of  a truly domi-
nant regular season.

The Lady Gamecocks are a perfect 
18-0 and ranked No. 1 in SCHSL 5A 
with a senior-heavy squad. They’ve 
only had one game that was decided 
by fewer than 10 points, a 45-38 win 
over Bishop Kenny, a 20-3 squad from 
Jacksonville, Florida.

Along the way, Sumter High has 
spread the wealth between their tal-
ented seniors and eighth-grader Ara-
ina Ross.

Last week, Rickell Brown got to step 
to the forefront.

After a solid showing against Con-
way, Brown lit it up on senior night, 
pouring in five threes in a 22-point 
performance. Her hot hand also 
helped the senior earn recognition as 
the Hines Furniture Athlete of  the 
Week.

“I’m thankful to have a great, sup-
portive group around me, my team-
mates and family and the crowd,” 
Brown said. “They really are support-
ers, and I’m thankful for that.”

The Lady Gamecocks are in control 
of  their own destiny at this point, and 
Brown is loving every minute of  it.

“Right now, the atmosphere is really 
great. I love this group,” she said. 
“Throughout our whole season, 
there’s so much energy. Everybody re-
ally wants it. I feel like that’s what’s so 
great this year. Of  course, we’re trying 
to come back from losing last year, so 
this year, we just really want it.”

Sumter High head coach Jeff  Schaf-
fer is impressed by the way Brown 
continues to work. She’s a top-flight 
shooter, but Brown’s been hot and 
cold from behind the arc this season. 
Schaffer loves the way she continues 
to work to improve but also finds 
other ways to contribute if  her shot 
isn’t falling.

“She is continuing to work on her 

game. She was struggling with her 
outside shot a little bit earlier this sea-
son, and it seems like that’s starting to 
come around,” Schaffer said. “There 
are a couple of  little fundamental 
things that we’re working on to tweak 
that a little bit. She’s starting to see 
where the mistake was coming from 
and starting to correct it.”

Last week was a prime example of  
how streaky shooting can be. Brown 
went 0-5 from long range in an 80-30 
win over Conway but found other 
ways to contribute offensively by driv-
ing to the basket. She still finished 
with 14 points while adding some 
great defensive play with six steals, 
adding six rebounds and three assists.

“I know that I’m a shooter. I like to 
shoot, but when I have games like 
against Conway, I really don’t try to 
force it anymore. I know I can contrib-
ute to my team by more than just put-

ting up shots. I can drive to the basket, 
I can kick out assists, I can do all the 
little things to contribute to my team.”

That mindset of  finding ways to con-
tribute, even when things aren’t per-
fect, is exactly what Schaffer is look-
ing for out of  his players.

“I tell them all the time, if  the 
shots are not falling, you’ve got to do 
something else,” Schaffer said. 
“You’ve got to play defense, rebound 
or you have to get to the basket. 
She’s starting to see that more and 
more every game.

“Especially in the Socastee game, but 
she’s been so much more aggressive on 
the perimeter, and that’s what we’ve 
been asking her to do,” the SHS head 
coach continued about Brown’s de-
fense. “We’re asking her to play a cou-
ple of  different spots on defense be-
cause she’s so athletic and we’ve got 
multiple different defenses that we use, 

and she’s an integral part of  that.”
On senior night, Brown put on a 

show. She found her shot quickly, 
burying a total of  five threes in the 
victory. Brown finished with 22 points, 
adding three rebounds, three steals 
and a pair of  assists. She said the key 
to success was simply letting the game 
come to her.

“I don’t try to overthink it. I know I 
have a shot, so I just try to get myself  
as open as I can get,” Brown said. “I 
don’t try to force it; I just let it come to 
me.

“Going into that game, there was a 
lot of  energy knowing it was our se-
nior night. The atmosphere was great, 
so that really does a lot. When we see 
the crowd is for us and everyone is 
going crazy in the gym, that boosts us 
to do better on the court.”

Last week also showed how danger-
ous Sumter High can be because of  
the way they spread the ball around. 
On any given night, someone is going 
to get hot, which takes a little pressure 
off  everyone. They aren’t relying on 
one player to go an average 20 points a 
game to come out on top.

“When all five players on the floor 
are getting after it and playing togeth-
er, it makes us really hard to defend 
because we’re athletic and quick,” 
Schaffer said. “When you’ve got peo-
ple on the perimeter that can get after 
it like that, it makes for very hard 
matchups for most teams. That’s why 
we stress, it’s not who gets 20 tonight, 
it’s the W at the end of  the night, and 
if  you get 20, fine. If  you don’t, it’s not 
that big of  a deal.”

Brown thinks that mindset is the 
key to bringing home a state champi-
onship trophy on March 1.

“Falling short the last few years 
makes us really want it,” Brown said. 
“Our biggest idea is for us to really 
stay humble and stay poised knowing 
that any night can be anybody’s night 
but that we’re going to make it our 
night every night, including winning a 
state championship.”

BY TIM LEIBLE 
tim@theitem.com
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Sumter High’s Rickell Brown averaged 18.5 points per game in a pair of region wins 
against Conway and Socastee to earn Hines Furniture Athlete of the Week honors.

East Claren-
don’s 
Hayden 
White had a 
double-dou-
ble with 21 
points and 
10 rebounds 
against 
Johnsonville 
on Tuesday.

ADAM FLASH / THE 
SUMTER ITEM

Wolverines sweep region 
battle with Johnsonville

AREA ROUNDUP

The East Clarendon basket-
ball teams faced off  against 
Johnsonville on Tuesday to 
kick off  a busy week on the 
court. Both EC squads took 
home victories as they look to 
make a push at the top of  the 
region.

The sixth-ranked Lady Wol-
verines started with a 64-38 
win. Hayden White was domi-
nant in the win, pouring in 21 
points and 10 rebounds to go 
with six steals. Cherish Co-
chran added 11 points, Kiers-
tin Woods scored eight points 
with five rebounds, and 
Jasmyne Lloyd chipped in 
with eight points, six re-
bounds and four steals. Court-

ney McFadden, Hailey Robin-
son and Cayli Harcrow each 
scored five points.

With the win, the No. 6 EC 
girls improved to 16-3 and pre-
pared to make a trip to No. 3 
Carvers Bay on Wednesday.

The East Clarendon boys 
followed with a 44-36 win, 
keeping the door open as they 
push for a home playoff  game. 
The Wolverine defense was 
electric out of  the gate, hold-
ing Johnsonville to just one 
free throw in the opening 
quarter. EC then used a big 
second quarter to go into the 
half  with a comfortable 27-9 
lead. They held on from there, 
though Johnsonville made a 

STAFF REPORT
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Cooper, Mack lead the way as 
Gamecocks upset No. 5 Vols

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Ta’Lon Cooper hit 
a critical 3-pointer with 40 seconds left and 
scored 18 points, and B.J. Mack added 16 
points to lead South Carolina to a 63-59 vic-
tory over No. 5 Tennessee on Tuesday 
night.

Myles Stute scored 13 points for the 
Gamecocks (18-3, 6-2 Southeastern Confer-
ence), who have beaten the conference’s two 
highest-ranked teams. They knocked off  
No. 10 Kentucky on Jan. 23.

“(The players) have a lot of  respect,” 
Gamecocks coach Lamont Paris said. “They 
have a lot of  believers. They’re a confident 
group.”

The victory was South Carolina’s first 
road win over a top-5 team since 1997.

“Our group just battled,” Paris said. “We 
really had success breaking down some ac-
tion plans: block out and rebound; take care 
of  the ball.”

Dalton Knecht scored 12 points in the 
final three minutes and finished with 31 
points, and Santiago Vescovi added 10 
points for the Volunteers (15-5, 5-2), who 
had won four straight games and 11 of  their 
last 12 entering the game.

Tennessee had its lowest point total of  the 
season.

“(South Carolina) scored 63,” Vols coach 
Rick Barnes said. “Our goal is to keep our 
opponent under 69. We were not a very good 
offensive team.”

Barnes lamented his team missing 10 

layups and going 12 of  20 from the line.
“You can’t miss 10 point-blank layups,” 

Barnes said, “and shoot like we did from 
the free-throw line and win.”

South Carolina led by three points with 
30 seconds left when Stute hit two free 
throws. Knecht hit a 3-pointer with 5 sec-
onds remaining that cut the Tennessee defi-
cit to two points. Stute hit two more free 
throws with 4 seconds left to seal the win.

BY AL LESAR 
Associated Press

ASSOCIATED PRESS
South Carolina head coach Lamont Paris and 
the Gamecocks upset No. 5 Tennessee on Tues-
day.

SEE USC, PAGE B2
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“(Stute) respected the 
moment,” Paris said. “He 
made the shots.”

Tennessee shot 36% (21 
for 58) from the field and 
24% (5 for 21) from 
3-point distance. South 
Carolina hit 10 of  29 
(35%) 3-pointers, which 
was better than their 34% 
(19 for 56) shooting from 
the field.

South Carolina han-
dled Tennessee’s aggres-
sive defense in the first 
half  and led 30-26 at the 
break.

Cooper had 10 points 
and Mack nine for the 
Gamecocks in the first 
half. Knecht had 13 
points to pace Tennessee, 
which shot 2 for 11 (18%) 
from long distance.

The Gamecocks had a 
21-19 rebounding edge 
and limited Tennessee to 
36% (12 for 33) shooting to 
build its lead in the first 
half.

THE TAKEAWAY
South Carolina: Nine 

new players on the roster 
have given the Game-
cocks new life after strug-
gling to an 11-21 record a 
year ago. … Paris has 
brought the group togeth-
er quickly and the Game-
cocks have responded 
with a great start to their 
season.

Tennessee: Vescovi es-
tablished a program re-
cord by making his 130th 
start. … The Vols had 
their 13-game home win-
ning streak snapped, 11 
of  those have come this 
season.

NEXT UP
South Carolina: The 

Gamecocks get their shot 
at revenge when they 
host Georgia on Satur-
day. The Bulldogs won by 
five points on Jan. 16.

Tennessee: The Vols 
will have another tough 
game Saturday when 
they visit No. 10 Ken-
tucky.

late push with 16 in the fourth.
James Gamble led the Wolverines with 

17 points, while Ryan Sullivan and Dari-
us McCray each added six.

SCOTT’S BRANCH SWEEPS HEMINGWAY
The Scott’s Branch basketball teams 

earned a pair of  region wins over Hem-
ingway on Tuesday. The Lady Eagles 
opened with a comfortable 56-23 win be-
fore the boys earned a 55-47 victory.

The girls game was close for a quarter, 
but the Lady Eagles went off  for 19 in the 
second quarter to put the game away 
quickly. With a 29-11 lead at the half, 
Scott’s Branch cruised to the win with a 
solid second half.

Siara Lundy led a balanced scoring ef-
fort with 13, eight of  which came in the 
second quarter. Zamaria Lowery also 
had 13, while Saniya House added 10 and 
Ziaier Bryant chipped in with nine.

The boys game was a little more tight. 
The Eagles never built a comfortable 
lead but were ahead 25-21 at the break 
before outscoring Hemingway by four in 
the second half  to earn the win.

Nyren Bowman had a double-double 
with 12 points and 10 rebounds, adding 
five steals and two blocks. Jordan Kind 
had another 12 points, six rebounds, four 
steals and a block. Nigel Lawson had 11 
points, three rebounds and four steals. 
Chris Barringer added six points and 
five steals.

WILSON HALL HANDLES CAMDEN 
MILITARY

The Wilson Hall boys basketball team 
traveled to Camden Military on Tuesday, 
earning a 63-46 region victory in the pro-
cess.

The Barons spread the ball around in 
the victory, as nine players scored and 
four reached double figures. Daniel Bur-
ton led the pack with 14 points, while 
Knox Buxton added 13, Shawn Michael 
Matthews had 11 and Ford Wilder fin-
ished with 10.

It’s a quick turnaround for the Barons, 
as they follow the win with a trip to Car-
dinal Newman on Wednesday.

The Lady Baron B Team was also in 
action on Monday, beating Williamsburg 
Academy 18-5. They were led by Siena 
LeDeatte and Marsha Kate Skey, who 
each scored five points.

SUMTER CHRISTIAN ROLLS PAST 
CAROLINA CHRISTIAN

The Sumter Christian boys basketball 
team traveled to Carolina Christian on 
Tuesday, dominating on their way to an 
85-66 win.

Sumter Christian held a commanding 

51-25 lead at the half  and handled busi-
ness from there.

AJ Danzy was a monster, scoring 42 
points in the win. Larry Rodgers caught 
fire and added 19, while Caden Atkinson 
added 12 and Quayshawn White chipped 
in with eight.

RAGIN PREP WINS BY FORFEIT
The Ragin Prep basketball team was 

slated to travel to Sandhills on Tuesday, 
but the opposing varsity squad was 
forced to forfeit because of  illness.

The middle school teams were able to 
face off, with Ragin Prep winning 47-27. 
Jamere Baxter led the Rams with 15 
points and Trent Tomlin added 14.

LAKEWOOD SPLITS WITH MARLBORO
The Lakewood basketball teams trav-

eled to Marlboro on Tuesday. The Lady 
Gators won easily 52-28, while the boys 
fell 56-43.

The LHS girls took control immedi-
ately, sprinting out to a 19-3 lead in the 
first. They went into the half  with a 
commanding 25-10 lead and didn’t slow 
down as they coasted to a win.

Zakiya Hodge dominated in the win, 
scoring 20 points. She hit a three in 
every quarter, knocking down five in 
total. Lauryn Nesmith added 12, and 
Iesha Shaw scored 11.

The boys followed with a tough battle. 
After falling behind 14-11 in the first 
quarter, the Gators scored a combined 
17 points in the next two quarters, dig-
ging a 38-28 hole they couldn’t climb out 
of. 

Cedric Cisse tried to will Lakewood to 
a victory, scoring 23 points, while Dari-
us Spann added eight, all of  which came 
in the second half.

The loss leaves the Gators in fifth 
place in Region VI-3A, a half  game be-
hind Marlboro County. Lakewood has 
two region games left, a pair of  home 
contests with the top two teams in 
SCHSL 3A, Crestwood and Darlington.

MANNING SPLITS WITH GEORGETOWN
The Manning basketball teams faced 

off  against Georgetown on Tuesday, 
splitting a pair of  region contests.

The girls took home a 57-39 win, their 
second victory of  the season. After fall-
ing behind 18-16 in the first half, the 
Lady Monarch offense came to life in 
the second half. They scored 14 in the 
third to jump out in front before bury-
ing Georgetown with 25 in the fourth.

Tahirah Wellington led the pack with 
16 points, while Aysia Moore added 15 
and Taniya Johnson scored 13.

With the win, the Lady Monarchs are 
tied with Aynor for the final playoff  
spot heading into their matchup on 
Thursday.

The boys followed with a tough loss. 
The Monarchs got out to a solid start, 
leading 27-22 at the half. But the Mon-
arch offense started to dry up after 
halftime. Georgetown closed the gap in 
the fourth, jumping ahead 40-39 before 
Manning scored just five in the fourth 
and the Bulldogs pulled away with 18.

CLARENDON HALL SPLITS WITH 
CALHOUN ACADEMY

The Clarendon Hall basketball teams 
hosted Calhoun Academy on Tuesday.

The Lady Saints opened the night with 
a 39-34 win behind a 15-point perfor-
mance from Sidney Berry. She also 
added five rebounds.

The CH boys, meanwhile, were un-
done by a rough third quarter. Already 
trailing 28-22 at the half, the Clarendon 
Hall defense couldn’t slow down Cal-
houn. The Cavs went off  for 30 in the 
quarter, putting the game out of  reach. 
The Saints tried to make a late push 
with 21 in the fourth, 11 of  which came 
from Bryce Jordan, but it wasn’t 
enough.

Jordan finished with 24 in the loss, 
while Darius Aiken added 19 and Kole 
Elliott chipped in with 10.

LMA DROPS PAIR TO HAMMOND
The Laurence Manning basketball 

teams faced off  against Hammond on 
Tuesday, suffering a pair of  losses.

The Lady Swampcats fell 57-32 as 
Hammond got out to a 32-18 lead at the 
half. Ashley Rae Hodge led the team 
with 10 points in the defeat.

The LMA boys couldn’t slow down the 
Hammond offense in a 77-48 loss. The 
first quarter was tight, finishing in an 
18-18 tie, but the Skyhawks kept rolling 
with two more 18-point quarters before 
an explosive 23-point fourth. LMA 
couldn’t keep pace, as the game got out 
of  hand in the fourth as the ‘Cats scored 
just six points.

Shane Goines finished with 23 for Lau-
rence Manning while Tyleek “Scoop” 
Dennis added nine.

TSA SWEPT BY PALMETTO CHRISTIAN
The Thomas Sumter basketball teams 

struggled in a pair of  losses to Palmetto 
Christian on Tuesday.

The Lady Generals opened with a 73-36 
loss, getting behind 17-10 in the first be-
fore Palmetto went off  for 25 in the sec-
ond to put the game out of  reach.

Malayia English led TSA with 15, 
while Gabby Russell added 14.

The Thomas Sumter boys then fell 57-
12, struggling to find any sort of  offen-
sive rhythm. A 23-5 hole in the first quar-
ter proved to be too much to dig out of. 
Christian Williams and Calvin Hamlin 
each scored five in the loss.

USC 
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Sumter High wrestling splits match with EC, Conway

The Sumter High wrestling 
team hit the mat on Tuesday 
night with a local matchup 
against East Clarendon and a 
Region V-5A battle with Con-
way. The Gamecocks were 
able to pull out a 42-30 win 
over EC, but Conway got the 
best of  SHS 57-24.

The night started with the 
region duel. Sumter High was 
on the back foot from the 
start, sitting in a 24-6 hole 
after forfeits against a very 
full Conway lineup. 

The Gamecocks earned 
three wins on the night, as 
Johnny Century pinned Jud-
son Johnson at 144 and Chris-
tian Ingram pinned Hunter 
Onley at 150. Bryce Holland 

later earned a pin against Mi-
chael Hughes at 215. Kaim 
Schnyder also had a great 
match at 157 but lost a tough 
battle to Zachary Baxter 5-3.

In the nightcap, Sumter 
High had the advantage from 
the start, grabbing a 24-12 
lead on forfeits. East Claren-
don’s Tryson Underwood was 
able to pin Brandon Pitts at 
132 before Sumter High’s 
Brian Wilson II pinned Jeffer-
son Reyna-Midence at 138. 
EC’s Takoda Cornelius then 
pinned Century at 144 before 
Schnyder pinned Damien 
McKnight at 157. Holland fin-
ished his night 2-0 with a win 
of  Jordan Wright at 215, be-
fore EC heavyweight Jordan 
Wright pinned Anthony 
Spears.

STAFF REPORT The wres-
tling teams 
from Sumter 
High, East 
Clarendon 
and Conway 
hit the mat 
on Tuesday. 
The Game-
cocks took 
down EC but 
fell to Con-
way.

PHOTOS BY ADAM 
FLASH / THE SUM-
TER ITEM
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Sumter High’s Addison talks South Carolina 
recruitment, Clemson hits the trenches
Sumter High DE Anthony 

Addison (6’3,” 215 lbs.) 
has become a prime tar-
get for South Carolina in 

the 2025 class, and Saturday he 
was back for a junior day, 
which gave him a chance to dis-
cuss things in more detail with 
head coach Shane Beamer and 
defensive ends coach Sterling 
Lucas. 

Addison 
visited last 
March and 
was in for a 
game in No-
vember. 

“Just see 
how I fit in 
their defen-
sive scheme, 
because that’s 
what matters 
at the end of  
the day,” Ad-

dison said prior to the visit. 
Prepping him for the visit 

was Lucas. The two talk on a 
regular basis. 

“He was just telling me it’s 
going to be a good time, it’s 
going to be a basketball game 
and stuff like that,” Addison 
said. “Getting to know the 
coaches better. I’ll probably be 
able to speak to Coach Beamer 
a little bit more on this visit 
and see how I would fit into 
their program if I choose to go 
to South Carolina. I like them, 
but I’m still keeping my options 
open. Stuff might change.” 

This was the first recruiting 
visit of the year for Addison. 
He will visit Tennessee this 
weekend. Florida State has 
been coming on strong and 
he’d like to visit there as well. 
This month coaches from Ten-
nessee, Florida State, Cincinna-
ti, Charlotte and Wake Forest 
have been by the school. Addi-
son plans to eventually narrow 
his focus to a small number of  
schools and then go from there 
with his decision. 

“I want to take official visits 
to at least a couple of schools 
before I try to make a decision 
on where I’m going to go,” Ad-
dison said. 

Last season Addison was a 
key part of the Sumter defense 
with 96 tackles, 25 tackles for 
loss and six sacks.

Clemson hosted several high-
ly regarded offensive line tar-
gets for their junior day Satur-
day, and Sunday afternoon OT 
Brayden Jacobs (6’7,” 310 lbs.) 
of Buford, Georgia, became the 
first of the group to announce 
a commitment to the Tigers. 
He’s the son of former NFL 
running back Brandon Jacobs. 
Jacobs was offered by Clemson 
last summer and was in to see 
a game in September. Some of  
his other offers were South 
Carolina, Ohio State, Oregon, 
Nebraska, Colorado, Arkansas, 
Florida, Michigan, Florida 
State, LSU, Auburn, Georgia 
Tech, Miami, Missouri, Mary-
land and Ole Miss? 

OG Jaylan Beckley (6’4,” 290 
lbs.) of Addison, Texas, an-
nounced his commitment to 
the Tigers roughly a half hour 
after Jacobs’ public commit-
ment. Beckley was offered by 
Clemson last summer follow-
ing a camp session. Beckley 
was one of the first linemen 
new offensive line coach Matt 
Luke contacted when he re-
placed Thomas Austin, and the 
two immediately hit it off. 
Some of the other top pro-
grams with Beckley were Okla-
homa State and Oklahoma, 
Kansas, LSU, Texas A&M, and 
Duke. He also had offers from 
Florida State, Georgia, Tennes-
see and LSU. Beckley gives 
Clemson ten commitments for 
their 2025 class and the third 
for the offensive line.

The Tigers continued its re-
cruiting roll on Monday with a 
commitment from DT Isaiah 
Campbell (6’5,” 265 lbs.) of  
Durham, North Carolina. 

Campbell chose Clemson 
from a short list that also in-
cluded Alabama, Oklahoma, 
Notre Dame, LSU, Duke, Penn 
State, North Carolina, NC State 
and Miami. He visited Clemson 
for a junior day last year, and 
he was back for the Notre 
Dame game last season.

“They provide a lot of aca-
demic support,” Campbell said 
in October. “I saw the academic 
system on junior day, and it 
showed us everything and that 
when you come to Clemson you 
will be prepared, and you will 

have everything you need to 
succeed and be on the right 
path. I like the development of  
the front. I could be all the way 
out to a wide nine all the way to 
a three (technique). so, I could 
be developed in different as-
pects. 

“Coach (Nick) Eason and 
Coach (Dabo) Swinney, I feel 
like they are great men. I’ve 
been talking to Coach Eason is 
meticulous and it’s like a clinic 
with the D-line. He helps them 
gain just a little bit of an edge 
to prepare yourself for the next 
level and prepare yourself for 
the next game of life and foot-
ball.” 

Clemson gained a public 
commitment from DE Ari Wat-
ford (6’6,” 235 lbs.) of Norfolk 
Virginia, last Wednesday. Re-
cruiting analysts have tabbed 
Watford as the No. 1 prospect in 
Virginia for the 2025 class and 
the No. 1 edge rusher in the 
country. Watford had previous-
ly listed a top six of Clemson, 
USC, Ohio State, Virginia Tech, 
Penn State and Syracuse. 

CLEMSON’S 2025 
COMMITMENTS:

* GIDEON DAVIDSON RB 
5’11,” 184 LBS., LYNCHBURG, 
VA

* BLAKE HEBERT QB 6’4,” 
215 LBS., LAWRENCE, MA.

* EASTON WARE OT 6’5,” 
280 LBS., LYNCHBURG, VA.

* BRAYDEN JACOBS OT 
6’7,” 310 LBS., BUFORD, GA.

* JAYLAN BECKLEY OT 
6’4” 290 LBS., ADDISON, TX

* LOGAN BROOKING TE 
6’4,” 220 LBS., SAVANNAH

* JUJU PRESTON WR 5’10,” 
150 LBS., WOODBRIDGE, VA

* AMARE ADAMS DT 6’6,” 
280 LBS., SOUTH FLORENCE

* MARQUISE HENDERSON 
SAF 5’10,” 170 LBS., 
BELTON-HONEA PATH

* ARI WATFORD DE 6’6,” 
235 LBS., NORFOLK, VA

Twenty-two prospects made 
it to Clemson over the week-
end including most of  those 
already committed to the Ti-
gers for the 2025 class. The 
other non-committed pros-
pects who had planned to visit 
were:

 CB Dallas Golden
 CB Mark Manfred
 DE Bryce Davis
 DL Elijah Griffin
 DL Isaiah Campbell
 LB Brett Clatterbaugh
 LB Jaedon Harmon
 OL Chauncey Gooden
 OL David Sanders
 OL Gavin Blanchard
 OL Mal Waldrep
 OL Mason Short
 S Jordan Young
USC hosted a junior day 

Saturday for the sec-
ond-straight weekend. Among 
the non-committed targets 
who planned to be in Colum-
bia were: 

 2025 CLASS:
 WR Dillon Alfred 
 DE Anthony Addison of  

Sumter High
 DE Jared Smith 
 DE Isaiah Gibson
 OL Jaylen Gilchrist 
 OL Juan Gaston 
 CB Jontae Gilbert 
 CB Shamari Earls 
 ATH AJ Brand 
 ATH Zeke Marshall 

 2026 CLASS:
 WR Jordon Gidron 
 WR Donovan Murph 
 DE Zavion Griffin-Haynes 
 New USC offers:
 RB Antwan Raymond 

(5’11,” 195 lbs.) of  Clearwater, 
FL 

 SAF DeShawn Stewart 
(6’2,” 185 lbs.) of  Wayne, NJ.

 TE Nicholas Townsend 
(6’4,” 225 lbs.) of  Houston.

 WR Tanook Hines (6’1,” 180 
lbs.) of  Houston.

 2026 DT Cameron Brickle II 
(6’3,” 295 lbs.) of  Rancho 
Santa Margarita, CA.

 2026 OT Anthony Baxter 
(6’3,” 335 lbs.) of  South Pointe

 2027 CB Kenton Dopson III 
of  Miami.

Clemson offered LB Ty 
Jackson (6’2,” 200 lbs.) of  Loxa-
hatchee, Florida, CB Tae Har-
ris (5’10,” 180 lbs.) of  Cedar-
town, Georgia, and OT Mason 
Short of  Evans, Georgia.

Short, a former Alabama 
commitment, was reoffered by 
the new Alabama staff.

Former USC commitment 
DE Zay Hardy, who is now at 

East Mississippi JC, was of-
fered by Mississippi State. He 
said he is still hearing from 
South Carolina.

WR Malik Clark of  Rock Hill 
was offered by North Carolina, 
Cincinnati and Virginia Tech. 

Camden DB Jordan Crim 
was offered by Appalachian 
State.

RB Zion Dobson of Hampton 
County committed to N.C. 
Central.

2026 SAF J’Zavien Currence 
of  South Pointe was offered by 
Oregon.

2026 OT Anthony Baxter of  
South Pointe was offered by 
Duke, ECU, Appalachian State 
and Virginia Tech. 

2026 WR Jordon Gidron of  
Ridge View was offered by 
Georgia Tech and Appalachian 
State. 

South Carolina native 2027 
QB Mason Holtzclaw of Christ 
School in Asheville, North 
Carolina, was offered by Appa-
lachian State and Charlotte. 

Clemson head coach Dabo 
Swinney, offensive coordinator 
Garrett Riley, offensive line 
coach Matt Luke, and receiv-
ers coach Tyler Grisham all 
stopped by Sumner High 
School (Riverview, Florida) re-
cently to say hello to tackle Zi-
yare Addison (6’5,” 270 lbs.). 

Addison, whose recruitment 
has taken off, has had plenty 
of  company recently, as FSU 
head coach Mike Norvell 
dropped by, as did Florida’s 
Billy Napier and Oregon’s Dan 
Lanning. Indiana, Tulane, Pur-
due and Syracuse also offered 
this week. Tennessee, Nebras-
ka, UCLA, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Missouri and Miami are some 
other offers. This January has 
been different than a year ago 
for the multi-sport athlete. 

“No, not what I’m used to. 
Last year, a lot of  coaches 
stopped by, just wanted to see 
me, just to see my face, said 
they’ll get back with me,” Ad-
dison explained. “Now, it’s to 
the point where it’s multiple 
head coaches that’s coming 
through on a weekly day basis 
just to see me and me only. It’s 
just a blessing. It just shows 
how I’m one of  the best play-
ers in the country and how all 
my hard work is paying off.” 

The visit by the Clemson 
coaches was a highlight. 

“Once again, it’s really a 
blessing. You know what I’m 
saying? I watched those guys 
growing up, watching the guys 
that you see on TV, they come 
in talking to you, face-to-face. 
It is crazy,” Addison gushed. 

He notes that his offer list 
spans from coast-to-coast. 

“It’s really great. It shows 
that I have a lot of  options. A 
school, for example, like 
UCLA, Oregon, they don’t re-
ally recruit on this side of  the 
country,” Addison said. “So, 
it’s really been blessing that 
they’re out here in the Tampa 
area, pushing kids to come out 
that way.” 

Clemson’s message to Addi-
son was simple and to the 
point. 

“To keep God first as well as 
keep working and don’t change 
who you are, be who you are,” 
he said. “What sticks out to me, 
they only really give out about 
50 offers. They’ve only given 
out about 50 so far. It’s rare that 
they offer kids like that. And 
it’s just because of their cul-
ture. And they don’t go for kids 
in the portal as well, and that 
stood out to me. They show 
that they can really develop 
kids to get to the next level.” 

The Florida native has plans 
to see Penn State and Oregon 
this spring and he’s trying to 
find the perfect date to make a 
return trip to Clemson’s cam-
pus. If  he doesn’t make it 
during the spring, he said he 
wants to take an official visit 
at some point. 

Where do the Tigers stand? 
“For sure, top five,” he said. 

“No question.”
USC coach Shane Beamer 

and secondary coach Torrian 
Gray offered Abbeville SAF 
Damarcus Leach (6’3,” 185 lbs.) 
during a camp last June. They 
were the first to step up with 
an offer to the hard-hitting 
product of  one of  the state’s 
top programs, and that has 
given the Gamecocks some-
what of  a leg up in the recruit-
ing competition at this point. 

“I’ve been talking to them a 

long time,” Leach said. “Coach 
Gray, Coach Beamer, they are 
showing a lot of love as far as 
coming down for a football 
game. Coach Gray actually 
came to a basketball game of  
mine. Only way I can say 
Coach Gray is favored is be-
cause the communication with 
him has been longer, has been 
developed more. That’s the 
thing that I’d say has formed 
an advantage over the other 
schools.” Leach can play any of  
the three positions in the sec-
ondary. In fact, he said Gray 
sees him as someone who can 
come in and play in a real posi-
tion of need for the Gamecocks. 

“Sometimes we have conver-
sations about safety. Some-
times we have different con-
versations about corner,” 
Leach said. “One day we might 
have a conversation about 
nickel because he said they 
couldn’t find a natural nickel. 
Me playing it in high school 
and my length, and he said of  
course I’ll put on weight, but 
he’s talked to me about any po-
sition in the secondary.” 

Leach was also offered last 
summer by Virginia Tech fol-
lowing a camp workout. He’s 
also picked up offers from Van-
derbilt, Duke and, most recent-
ly, Appalachian State. His only 
visit on the recruiting trail thus 
far in 2024 was to USC two 
weekends ago when he and his 
family spent the day meeting 
with the coaches and others af-
filiated with the program. 

“It was good and different,” 
Leach said. “I had an uncle 
who went to play college foot-
ball many, many years ago, so 
it’s pretty much new to my 
family, especially to my par-
ents. He’s my great uncle, actu-
ally, so my mom was just a kid 
when he was playing, so it’s a 
lot of information she felt like 
she needed to know, and she 
got to know. She chit-chat with 
Coach Gray, chit-chat with 
some of the different parents 
that was there, just to hear 
about the school in general. 
More from just a football game 
day visit, more on the academ-
ics, the ins and outs of the 
school, how you can get help. It 
was real informational.” 

Leach plans to take more vis-
its in March and April after 
basketball season and wants to 
hit up the schools that have of-
fered him. Clemson, which has 
not offered, has shown interest, 
and he visited there last sea-
son. While indications would 
point strongly to the Game-
cocks as a favorite at this point 
coming the visit with them, 
Leach wants to let things play 
out a little bit longer. 

“I wouldn’t say yet,” regard-
ing a favorite Leach said. “I 
don’t feel like it will be much 
longer after we go to these 
spring visits and stuff, and 
we’ll kind of know. I want to be 
able to wrap the recruiting pro-
cess up in a couple of months 
and commit because I plan on 
doing mid-year enrollment. I 
plan to wrap up my recruiting 
process in a couple of months 
and take the right steps in pick-
ing my home, picking my desti-
nation. That’s kind of what’s 
going on right now.”

Beamer and quarterbacks 
coach/offensive coordinator 
Dowell Loggains have taken 
the deep dive for QB Ryan 
Montgomery of Findlay, Ohio, 
as their sole quarterback tar-
get in the 2025 class. That 
strategy seems to be working 
in the Gamecocks’ favor with 
Montgomery and his father 
Mike. They visited USC two 
weekends ago, and Beamer 
and Loggains continue to drive 
home the point that there’s no 
one else they want at quarter-
back for the 2025 class than 
Montgomery. 

“They pretty much gave us 
the red-carpet treatment,” 
Mike Montgomery said. 
“There was a huge focus on 
Ryan. The nice thing about 
South Carolina is they’ve 
treated him as their number 
one priority at that position 
since the day that Dowell start-
ed recruiting him. Obviously, 
after he saw him throw and 
gave him that offer, from that 
point on it was clear that he 
was Dowell’s guy. There’s 
other places where the board 
is a little different, or they 
have tiers or want to get your 
ranking. There’s really no 

question at South Carolina 
where he ranks, and there’s 
value in that. Knowing that is 
awesome. But more important 
than that is just the way they 
treated him and the kind of  
people they are. Just can’t say 
enough good things about the 
culture that Shane’s built and 
the person that Shane is. The 
more I’m around him or we 
speak to him, it’s just who he 
is. How high energy he is and 
authentic he is, it seems like it 
might be even rarer in college 
football at the highest level.” 

Beamer has to use his per-
sonality to a large degree to 
impress prospects and families 
until he has a championship 
level track record to see them 
on. In this case with Montgom-
ery, Beamer and Loggains are 
pitching the future and how 
bright it would be with him in 
their program. 

“That’s exactly the point. 
You have to trust the vision 
that they have and the execu-
tion to get to that plan,” Mike 
Montgomery said. “I think 
that’s happening. I really like 
the O-line pulls. Nothing hap-
pens unless you get protection. 
I know they’ve recruited some 
really highly ranked O-line-
men in 2024 and they are on 
some good ones in ’25. I see 
that coming into play. And the 
success that Spencer (Rattler) 
had. We were able to talk to 
him too while we were there 
on a Facetime. You could just 
tell he’s super close with Dow-
ell and he’s super grateful. Re-
cord-wise it wasn’t where they 
wanted to be, develop-
ment-wise I could tell he’s tick-
led pink with how he went 
from last year to this year and 
him going into the Draft. That 
development is there and 
that’s what’s always been an 
attraction to Ryan. Not only is 
Dowell a good person, that 
NFL pedigree…we know how 
many NFL quarterbacks he’s 
worked with, and for him to 
have that kind of  eye and hone 
in on Ryan, I know Ryan real-
ly, really does not take that for 
granted, and that’s a big deal.” 

Last weekend the Montgom-
erys also visited Georgia. They 
will take this weekend off  and 
then visit Florida Feb. 3. All 
are showing strong interest in 
Montgomery, and the question 
is, where is he viewed as the 
greatest priority? 

“If  you had to put out a top 
three now, it would be South 
Carolina, Georgia and Flori-
da,” Montgomery said. “After 
the three visits, we’ll see if  we 
go on. But I’ll say probably 
South Carolina. I know he’s 
number one at Florida too, but 
they have other offers out 
there. Their philosophy is to 
always have backup plans. I 
get that but I also appreciate 
that South Carolina is not 
going to do much with any-
body else unless Ryan were to 
go elsewhere. Both of  them 
prioritized him and got up 
here right away, Shane and 
Billy Napier. Georgia, we went 
down there, and Mike Bobo is 
coming up to watch Ryan play 
basketball next week.” 

So, the focus has been on 
three SEC schools for the 
Montgomerys. And there is a 
fourth that could come into 
play.

“We thought we’d hear from 
Alabama because we know 
those guys from their time at 
Washington. We haven’t yet,” 
Montgomery said. “As each 
day goes by, that’s less and less 
likely. Because of the relation-
ship with those two (head 
coach and OC), we would take 
that phone call if  they did call. 
If  they don’t call in the next 
week or two, good luck to them 
down there. We weren’t being 
recruited by Nick or Tommy 
Rees. We were high on the 
board at Washington. We just 
didn’t want to go out west, it’s 
just too far. We’ll see what 
comes of it. I don’t know hon-
estly how that will play out. 
We’re very comfortable with 
the three that are being visited 
this month and Feb. 3. We’ll see 
what Georgia comes back with 
on us. I know we were both 
pleasantly surprised with how 
well that went. We weren’t 
quite sure where we ranked 
there. We had a good conversa-
tion with Kirby (Smart) and 
we’ve always thought highly of  
them as well.” 

Phil Kornblut
RECRUITING 
CORNER
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LINDA STEWART WALTON
Linda Stewart Walton, 74, 

died on Friday, Jan. 26, 2024, 
at Prisma Health Tuomey 

Hospital. 
Born in Rich-

mond, Virginia, 
she was a daugh-
ter of  the late Jo-
seph Olin Walton 
and Margaret 
Jacqueline Stew-
art Walton. Linda 

was a former member of  St. 
Stephens Episcopal Church in 
Richmond and attended 
Christ Community Church. 

Surviving are cousins, Joan 
Jones (Vic), Priscilla Hodge, 
Jerry Walton (Sally) and 
Becky Walton; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by a 
cousin, James Walton. 

Private memorial services 
will be held at a later date. 

Memorials may be made to 
the Sumter Pregnancy Center, 
21 Barnette Drive, Sumter, SC 
29150; to Sumter-Young Life, 
P.O. Box 1141, Sumter, SC 
29150; or to Christ Community 
Church, 320 Loring Mill Road, 
Sumter, SC 29150. 

Online condolences may be 
sent to www.sumterfunerals.
com.

Elmore Hill McCreight Fu-
neral and Crematory, 221 
Broad St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  the arrangements, (803) 
775-9386.

HATTIE MAE JOSEY

Hattie Mae Josey, 73, was 
born on Oct. 18, 1950, in Con-
way, a daughter of  the late 

Richard and 
Mary Sigler 
Josey. She de-
parted this life on 
Wednesday, Jan. 
24, 2024, at her 
residence.

Public viewing 
will be held from 

2 to 6 p.m. today at Job’s Mor-
tuary.

Funeral services will be held 

at 11 a.m. on Friday at St. Mark 
4B Missionary Baptist Church, 
2280 Fourbridges Road, Sumter, 
SC 29153 with the Rev. Michael 
C. Walker presiding and the 
Rev. Dr. Sammie D. Simmons, 
eulogist. Interment will follow 
in the St. Mark 4B Missionary 
Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Sumter, SC 29153.

The family will receive 
friends from 3 to 6 p.m. daily 
at the home,1170 Plowden Mill 
Road, Sumter, SC 29153.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

Online memorials may be 
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuaryinc@gmail.com or visit 
us on the web at www.job-
smortuary.net. 

CAROLYN BROWN 
FREDERICK

Carolyn Brown Frederick 
was born on Jan. 2, 1944, in 
Winnsboro, Louisiana, to 

Mary Bell Brown 
and John A. 
Sims. She entered 
into eternal rest 
on Tuesday, Jan. 
23, 2024. 

Reared in a lov-
ing home by her 
grandparents, 

John A. and Annie Brown, 
she was raised as the young-
est of  John A. and Annie’s 13 
children. Carolyn was the 
"baby" of  the family. She at-
tended the public schools of  
Winnsboro and excelled in ac-
ademics, eventually graduat-
ing as the valedictorian of  
Franklin Parish High School. 

Upon graduation, she ma-
triculated at Southern Univer-
sity in Baton Rouge, Louisi-
ana, following in the footsteps 
of  her older sister, Geraldine, 
along with her aunts, Daisy 
and Helen. Majoring in ac-
counting, Carolyn was a wiz at 
math and science. While in 
college, she pledged the Beta 
Psi Chapter of  Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc., following 
once again in the footsteps of  
her sister, Geraldine. In May 
of 1965, she graduated from 
Southern and, in August of  
that year, she entered the 
MBA program at Atlanta Uni-
versity (AU). While at AU, she 
met Leeroney Calvin "L.C." 
Frederick and, on Dec. 18, 1966, 
they married in her hometown 
of Winnsboro. Given that she 

completed her MBA in 1966 
and he had another year to 
complete his degree, Carolyn 
returned to Baton Rouge and 
taught at her alma mater, 
Southern University, sending 
funds back to her husband to 
support the completion of  his 
degree. When her husband 
was offered a job back in Sum-
ter to serve as business man-
ager at his alma mater, Morris 
College, she went to Sumter 
with him and began teaching 
in the public school system. 
Over the years, she taught 
math, accounting, bookkeep-
ing and typing variously at 
Lincoln High School, Sumter 
High School and Hillcrest High 
School. In addition, she 
launched out on her entrepre-
neurial venture and opened a 
tax business from her home. 
As a supportive spouse with 
tremendous business skills, 
she served simultaneously as 
office manager for her hus-
band’s new insurance and fi-
nancial services businesses 
under the umbrella of  Freder-
ick and Associates. In 1988, she 
named her business "Quick 
Refund Tax Service" and they 
both eventually moved their 
businesses into a joint office 
space. 

In 1970, her life would 
change forever as she gave 
birth to their first daughter, 
Mary Fredereka. Two years 
later, she would give birth to 
their second daughter, Marla 
Faye. Employed full time out-
side of  the home, she worked 
quadruple shifts as wife, 
mother, office manager and 
school teacher. She was in-
deed "Every Woman" before 
Whitney ever sang the song.

Over the years, Carolyn had 
been a faithful member of  
First Baptist Missionary 
Church, where she served 
early on with the Young Wom-
en’s Auxiliary (YWA) as both 
a member and former presi-
dent. In addition, she served 
with the Young Adult Choir, 
the Gospel Choir and the Pas-
tor’s Aid Committee. As a 
golden soror of  Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc., she was 
actively involved with the Eta 
Zeta Omega Chapter in Sum-
ter, having served previously 
as the Tamiochous/Treasurer 
and she was most recently se-
lected to serve on the audit 
committee. She also served as 

an advocate/guardian ad 
litem for kids in the foster 
care system. She took joy in 
serving her community 
through many seen and un-
seen acts of  kindness, consid-
ering it God’s great work. 

Carolyn leaves to cherish 
her memory: two daughters, 
Fredereka (Kelvin) McDuffie 
and Marla (Eric) Freder-
ick-Pristell; a daughter by 
marriage, Brenda (Al) Sept. 
She loved her grandchildren 
and they will miss her dearly: 
four granddaughters, Tatya-
na, Tamera, Talia and Alkeah; 
two grandsons, Miles and Tra-
vis (Robin); six great-grand-
children, Nia, Jordan, Jalia, 
Imani, Kayla and Kyla; one 
aunt, Zona Robinson of  Hous-
ton, Texas; and three sisters, 
Diane Gipson of  Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, Angela (DeDe) 
Teats and Machelle Sims of  
Winnsboro. In addition, she 
leaves to mourn her loss and 
celebrate her memory a host 
of  nieces, nephews, cousins, 
other relatives and friends. 

Public viewing will be held 
from 2 to 6 p.m. today at Job’s 
Mortuary.

Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Friday at 
First Baptist Missionary 
Church, 219 S. Washington 
St., Sumter, SC 29150 with the 
Rev. George P. Windley Jr. of-
ficiating. Interment will fol-
low in Hillside Memorial 
Park, Sumter, SC 29150.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

Online memorials may be 
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuaryinc@gmail.com or visit 
us on the web at www.job-
smortuary.net.

LAWRENCE THOMAS 
NETTLES SR.

LEXINGTON — Lawrence 
"Larry" Thomas Nettles Sr., 
76, widower of  Garland 

Gulledge Nettles, 
died on Monday, 
Jan. 29, 2024, at 
Lexington Medi-
cal Center. 

Born on July 7, 
1947, in Sumter, he 
was one of five 
children born to 

the late James Pinckney Net-
tles Sr. and Marjorie Mae 
Blackburn Nettles. He was the 
former owner and operator of  

Netco Turf & Tractor, and he 
was a member of Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church in 
Sumter. After retiring, he dedi-
cated his time to community 
service and various charities 
and received the Clara Barton 
Award with the American Red 
Cross. 

He is survived by three chil-
dren, Lawrence Thomas 
"Lance" Nettles Jr. (Suzanne) 
of  Chapin, Edmund Nettles 
(Christy) of  Darlington and 
Jackson Nettles (Noelle) of  
Lexington; seven grandchil-
dren, Chasker, Derrick, Wyatt, 
Zachary, Dakotah, Dylan and 
Sabrina (Josh); a brother-in-
law, Pebble Gulledge (Sue) of  
Wedgefield; and several nieces 
and nephews.

A memorial service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday in 
the chapel of  Elmore-Can-
non-Stephens Funeral Home, 
515 Miller Road, Sumter, with 
the Rev. Jim Ridenhour offici-
ating. 

Visitation will be one hour 
prior to the service from 10 to 
11 a.m. at Elmore-Cannon-Ste-
phens Funeral Home. 

Stephens Funeral Home & 
Crematory, 304 N. Church St., 
Manning, is in charge of  ar-
rangements, (803) 435-2179. 
www.stephensfuneralhome.org

JOHN DEMETRIUS LAWSON 
SR.

John Demetrius Lawson Sr. 
departed this life on Wednes-
day, Jan. 31, 2024, in Colum-
bia.

 John was born on March 
18, 1964, in Brooklyn, New 
York, to Richard Lawson Sr. 
and the late Dorothy Morgan 
Baldwin.

 Funeral services are in-
complete and will be an-
nounced later by Whites Mor-
tuary LLC.

MILDRED STREATER 
ENGLISH

Mildred Streater English, 
88, widow of  Bishop W.T. En-
glish, departed this life on 
Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, at Pris-
ma Health Richland Hospital 
in Columbia.

Born on May 24, 1935, in 
Wadesboro, North Carolina, a 
daughter of  the late Thomas 
and Carrie Adams Streater.

Job's Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

OBITUARIES

WALTON

JOSEY

FREDERICK

NETTLES

Panthers HC Canales begins to 
fill out staff, hires 4 assistants

Weeks after dismissal in Atlanta, 
Smith nearing deal to join Steelers

PITTSBURGH — The Pittsburgh Steel-
ers are hoping Arthur Smith can turn 
around one of  the NFL’s most under-
achieving offenses.

The Steelers are nearing an agreement 
to make Smith their new offensive coordi-
nator, multiple sources told The Associat-
ed Press on Tuesday. The sources spoke to 
the AP on condition of  anonymity because 
the deal was not official.

Smith would come to Pittsburgh just 
weeks after the Atlanta Falcons fired him 
as head coach following three straight 7-10 
seasons. The magic Smith was able to pro-
duce while serving as the offensive coordi-
nator in Tennessee in 2019 and 2020 — 
when the Titans finished 12th and then 
second in total offense — never material-
ized in Atlanta, which finished in the bot-
tom half  of  the league in yards and points 
during Smith’s tenure.

He could get a fresh start with the Steel-
ers, who managed a 10-7 record and a play-
off  berth despite an offense that ranked 
25th in yards and 28th in points and didn’t 
show any real signs of  life until the final 
three weeks when third-string quarter-
back Mason Rudolph spurred a late win-
ning streak that helped Pittsburgh sneak 
into the postseason.

Steelers president Art Rooney II said 
Monday that while the team still believes 
in starting quarterback Kenny Pickett — 
who endured a bumpy first full season as a 
starter before sustaining an ankle injury 
in early December that forced him to 
watch from the sideline — it’s also time for 
Pittsburgh to get “quality play out of  the 
quarterback position going forward.”

Rooney also indicated he’d be interested 
in bringing back the free-agent-to-be Ru-
dolph to compete with Pickett during 
training camp, praising Rudolph for his 
play down the stretch.

Smith’s charge with whoever is behind 
center will be to come up with an approach 
that puts more points on the board to take 
some of  the pressure off  Pittsburgh’s 
star-laden defense. The Steelers have fin-
ished 21st or worse in scoring in four of  
the past five seasons, one of  the reasons 
the team took the unusual step of  firing of-
fensive coordinator Matt Canada just be-
fore Thanksgiving, the club’s first in-sea-
son dismissal of  a coordinator or head 

coach since World War II.
There are players to build around. Pitts-

burgh has one of  the best running back 
tandems in the league in Najee Harris and 
Jaylen Warren. Wide receiver George Pick-
ens has shown flashes of  brilliance, 
though those flashes have been tempered 
with bouts of  petulance. Wide receiver Di-
ontae Johnson is one of  the league’s better 
route-runners and tight end Pat Freier-
muth is a quality playmaker when healthy.

Rooney said on Monday the team was 
close to making a hire. Less than 24 hours 
later, the team was closing in on its man.

“We’re looking forward to have someone 
come in and take a fresh approach who 
can help our young players grow and per-
form and have the offense perform at a 
consistently high level,” Rooney said.

Something that hasn’t happened since 
the height of  the “Killer B” era in the mid-
2010s when Ben Roethlisberger was throw-
ing passes to Antonio Brown and Le’Veon 
Bell was one of  the most productive all-
around backs in the league.

The Steelers have somehow stayed com-
petitive almost in spite of the offense, but 
they’ve also been exposed in the postseason. 
Pittsburgh has dropped five straight playoff  
games, four of them by double digits.

Smith would seem to be a good stylistic 
fit with the Steelers. Pittsburgh general 
manager Omar Khan and assistant gener-
al manager Andy Weidl are trying to build 
a physical team that likes to lean on the 
run. Smith was able to install a system 
that exploited the talents of  Titans star 
running back Derrick Henry as Tennessee 
reached the postseason in each of  Smith’s 
two years calling the plays.

BY WILL GRAVES 
Associated Press

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Former Atlanta Falcons head coach Arthur 
Smith is finalizing a deal to become the offen-
sive coordinator for the Pittsburgh Steelers.

CHARLOTTE (AP) — Caroli-
na Panthers coach Dave Canales 
has begun to fill out his staff.

The Panthers added four of-
fensive coaches on Tuesday: as-
sistant head coach/run game co-
ordinator Harold Goodwin, run-
ning backs coach Bernie Par-
malee, wide receivers coach Rob 
Moore and offensive line coach 
Joe Gilbert.

The Panthers have yet to 
name any of their three coordi-
nators, although the team is like-
ly to retain defensive coordina-
tor Ejiro Evero. Several teams 
have reportedly requested to 
speak with Evero for a lateral 
move, but the Panthers have 
thus far refused to grant permis-
sion.

Tampa Bay wide receivers 
coach Brad Idzik is considered a 
front-runner for the offensive co-
ordinator position.

Carolina’s new assistants have 

plenty of coaching and playing 
experience.

Goodwin won two Super 
Bowls with the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers and Tampa Bay, and served 
the past five seasons as the Buc-
caneers’ assistant head coach/
run game coordinator. He has 
also spent time with the Chicago 
Bears, Indianapolis Colts, and 
Arizona Cardinals.

Parmalee played running back 
for the New York Jets and Miami 
Dolphins, and has coached the 
last three seasons with the Jack-
sonville Jaguars. He previously 
was an assistant with four other 
teams in addition to working at 
Notre Dame.

Moore played wide receiver 
for the Jets and Cardinals and 
has spent the last six seasons 
with the Tennessee Titans as 
their wide receivers coach. He 
has also coached for the Buffalo 
Bills and Las Vegas Raiders.

Seahawks to hire Ravens DC 
Macdonald as new coach

RENTON, Wash. (AP) — It 
was a defensive-centric head 
coach that brought the Seattle 
Seahawks their only Super 
Bowl title.

The Seahawks are hoping a 
newer — albeit much younger 
— version can return them to 
the elite of  the NFL.

The Seahawks are hiring 
Baltimore Ravens defensive 
coordinator Mike Macdonald 
as their new head coach, a per-
son informed of  the decision 
told The Associated Press.

Macdonald, 36, will arrive in 
Seattle as the youngest head 
coach in the league and half  
the age of  the man he’s replac-
ing — Pete Carroll who was let 
go after 14 seasons in charge 
during the most successful 

run in franchise history.
Macdonald spent the past 

two years running Baltimore’s 
defense, including this past 
season when the Ravens fin-
ished with the NFL’s best reg-
ular-season record and 
reached the AFC champion-
ship game before losing to 
Kansas City.

This will be the first head 
coaching position at any level 
for Macdonald. But he’s been 
surrounded by successful 
coaches as he moved up the 
ranks, starting with an extend-
ed run on the staff  of  John 
Harbaugh in Baltimore before 
spending a season on 
now-Chargers’ coach Jim Har-
baugh’s staff  in college at 
Michigan.
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LOCAL CHANNELS 

WIS (10) 3 10 
WIS News 10 at 7 
(N) 

WIS News 
Primetime (N) 

Law & Order "Unintended Consequences"
Shaw and Riley investigate a real estate 
agent's murder. (N) 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit "The 
Punch List" The SVU helps a man come to 
terms with being victimized. (N) 

Law & Order: Organized Crime "End of 
Innocence" (N) 

WIS News 10 at 11
(N) 

(:35) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon (N) 

WLTX (19) 9 9 
News 19 at 7pm (N) Inside Edition (N) Young Sheldon Ghosts "Whodunnit" So Help Me Todd "More Fang for Your 

Chuck" Lyle finds a new love interest in a 
forensic accountant. 

So Help Me Todd "Are You There Todd? 
It's Me, Margaret" Todd impersonate a 
lawyer while Margaret uses her skills. 

News 19 at 11pm
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert (N) 

WOLO (25) 5 12 
Wheel of Fortune 
"Wheel Around the 
World" (N) 

Jeopardy! 
"Champions 
Wildcard" (N) 

Press Your Luck "Press My L-U-C-K!" (N)
(SF) 

Genius: MLK/X "Graduation" Young Martin 
and young Malcolm develop their purpose. 
(N) 

(:15) Soul of a Nation Presents: 
X/onerated -- The Murder of Malcolm X 
and 55 Years to Justice 

ABC Columbia 
News at 11 (N) 

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! (N)

WRJA (27) 11 14 
Legacy List "A 
House Full of 
History" 

Samantha Brown's 
Places to Love 
"Route 66, Illinois" 

< This Little Light 
of Mine: Legacy of 
Fannie Lou Hamer 

Elizabeth Evelyn 
Wright: Her Legacy 
of Land Labor 

Doc Martin "Love Will Set You Free" The 
news of Martin's job offer spreads through 
Portwenn. 

The Seaside Hotel "The Nail" A detached 
German sea mine washes ashore, ending 
holidays. 

Amanpour and Company (N) This Old House 
"Lexington: Install 
With Care" 

WACH (57) 6 6 
The Big Bang 
Theory "The 
Vacation Solution" 

Big Bang "The 
Conference 
Valuation" 

Next Level Chef "Auditions -- Home 
Cooks" The home cooks fight a spot in the 
mentorship team draft. (N) 

Farmer Wants a Wife "Meet the New 
Farmers!" The four farmers mutually match 
with women from big cities. (N) (SP) 

WACH FOX News at 10P (N) (Live) Sports Zone (N)
(Live) 

The National Desk
(N) (Live) 

iCRIME With 
Elizabeth Vargas 

WKTC (63) 4 22 
The Neighborhood 
"Welcome to Soul 
Food" 

The Neighborhood 
"Welcome to 
Thanksgiving" 

Dateline "Buried Secrets" A detective 
reopens a cold case about a 
disappearance. 

Chicago P.D. "Descent" Antonio crosses a 
line, putting the entire team at risk. 

Chicago Fire "A Nuisance Call" Severide 
wants to implicate the serial arsonist. 

48 Hours "Kiss of Death and the Google 
Exec" The woman charged in the overdose 
death of an executive. (N) 

Funny You Should 
Ask 

CABLE CHANNELS 

A&E  46 130 The First 48 "Think Twice" The First 48 "On Camera & No Road 
Home" (N)

Taking the Stand "Zachary Wester" (N) (:05) Undercover: Caught on Tape "Too 
Close to Home" (N)

(:05) The First 48 "Last Rap" (:05) The First 48 

AMC  48 180 (5:00) <+++ Tombstone ('93) Val Kilmer, 
Michael Biehn, Kurt Russell. 

<++ Red ('10) Morgan Freeman, John Malkovich, Bruce Willis. Retired CIA agents reassemble for their own 
survival after the agency marks them for death.

<++ Red 2 ('13) John Malkovich, Mary-Louise Parker, Bruce Willis. Retired operatives 
return to retrieve a lethal device.

ANPL  41 100 I Was Prey "One Wrong Step" I Was Prey "Night Terror" I Was Prey "Vacation Nightmare" I Was Prey "Surviving for my Son" I Was Prey "20-Foot Terror" I Was Prey

BET  61 162 (6:00) <++ Tyler Perry's Madea's Family Reunion ('06) Blair Underwood, Lynn 
Whitfield, Tyler Perry. A matriarch must keep the peace through family strife.

Black + Iconic "Style Gods" A celebration of the Black fashion pioneers. Prince "What's Will 
Got to Do With It?"

Fresh Prince
"Reality Bites"

Prince "Grumpy 
Young Men"

BRAVO  47 181 Vanderpump Rules "Notes on a Scandal" Southern Hospitality "A Match Made in 
Miami" 

Southern Hospitality "Hurricane Maddi"
(N)

Watch What (N) Vanderpump Rules "Notes on a Scandal" Southern Hospitality "Hurricane Maddi" 

BSSE  21 47 Supergirl Surf Pro 2023 Jacksonville, Fla FCS Football Awards Show 2023 World Poker WPT Cash Game - Part 1 A Fishing Story O'Neill Outside Facing Waves Epic Trails Boxing
CNBC  35 84 Last Call (N) (Live) Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank
CNN  3 80 Erin Burnett OutFront (N) (Live) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) (Live) The Source With (N) (Live) CNN NewsNight (N) (Live) Laura Coates Live (N) (Live) Cooper 360

COM  57 136 The Office "Hot Girl" The Office "The 
Dundies" 

The Office "Sexual 
Harassment"

The Office "Office 
Olympics"

The Office "Fire" The Office
"Halloween"

The Office "The 
Fight" 

The Office "The 
Client"

South Park
"Sarcastaball"

South Park "Raising 
The Bar"

South Park
"Insecurity"

DISN  18 200 (6:15) <+++ Toy Story 4 ('19) Voices of 
Tim Allen, Annie Potts, Tom Hanks. 

Marvel's "Devil on 
Her Shoulder"

Marvel's "Coney 
Island, Baby!"

Marvel's Moon Girl
"OMG Issue #1"

Marvel's Moon Girl
"OMG Issue #2"

Miraculous: 
Ladybug "Migration"

Miraculous: 
Ladybug "Derision"

Jessie "Punch 
Dumped Love"

Jessie "Why Do 
Foils Fall in Love?"

Miraculous: 
Ladybug "Intuition" 

DSC  42 103 Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! (N) Hustlers Gamblers "Atlantic City Outlaw" Hustlers Gamblers "$4.5 Million Gamble" Caught! Caught!
ESPN  26 35 2024 Pro Bowl Games: Skills Showdown (N) (Live) Women's College Basketball Texas at Baylor (N) (Live) College Basketball Oregon at USC (N) (Live)
ESPN2  27 39 College Basketball Tulane at SMU (N) (Live) College Basketball Stanford at Arizona State (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) 
FOOD  40 109 Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay 
FOXN  37 90 The Ingraham Angle (N) (Live) Jesse Watters Primetime (N) (Live) Hannity (N) (Live) Gutfeld! (N) Fox News at Night (N) (Live) The Five

FREE  20 131 (6:30) <++++ Finding Nemo ('03) Voices of Ellen DeGeneres, Alexander Gould, Albert 
Brooks. A clown fish (Albert Brooks) searches for his missing son.

<+++ Finding Dory ('16) Voices of Albert Brooks, Ed O'Neill, Ellen DeGeneres. Dory 
the forgetful fish tries to find her mother and father. 

The 700 Club The Simpsons
"Marge the Meanie" 

HALL  52 183 (6:00) < A Picture of Her ('23) Tyler Hynes, 
Samantha Ferris, Rhiannon Fish. 

< Romance With a Twist ('24) Olivier Renaud, Candice Lidstone, Jocelyn Hudon. A 
former dancer pairs up with a world-class aerialist.

Golden Girls "Joust 
Between Friends"

The Golden Girls
"Love, Rose?"

The Golden Girls The Golden Girls
"Sisters"

The Golden Girls 

HGTV  39 112 Home Town "Homecoming" Married-Estate "Dream Caterer's Kitchen" Married-Estate "Dunwoody Design" (N) Hunters Int'l (N) Hunters Int'l House Hunters House Hunters Married-Estate
HIST  45 110 Swamp People "Cypress Clash" Swamp People "Come Hell or Low Water" (N) (:35) Swamp Mysteries "Croc Invasion" (N) (:35) Swamp People "Hot as Hell" (:05) Swamp People 

ION  13 18 Chicago P.D. "A Better Place" Chicago P.D. "Stepping Stone" Chicago P.D. "Wrong Side of the Bars" Chicago P.D. "Chin Check" Chicago P.D. "Now Is Always Temporary" Chicago P.D. "Thirty 
Balloons"

LIFE  50 145 Theresa Caputo: Raising Spirits 
"Theresa's Back" 

Theresa Caputo: Raising Spirits "Mother 
Knows Best"

Theresa Caputo: Raising Spirits
"Dancing With Spirit" (N)

(:05) Theresa Caputo: Raising Spirits
"Theresa's Holy House" (N)

(:05) Theresa Caputo: Raising Spirits
"Dancing With Spirit"

Theresa Caputo 
"Mother Knows Best" 

MSNBC  36 92 The ReidOut (N) (Live) All In With Chris Hayes (N) (Live) Alex Wagner Tonight (N) (Live) Last Word With Lawrence (N) (Live) 11th Hour (N) (Live) Wagner
NICK  16 210 The Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends
NWSN  8 172 On Balance With Leland Vittert (N) (Live) Cuomo (N) (Live) Dan Abrams Live (N) (Live) Banfield (N) (Live) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
PARMT  64 153 Two and a Half Men Two and a Half Men <++ Shooter ('07) Michael Peña, Danny Glover, Mark Wahlberg. A betrayed sniper is the subject of a massive manhunt. <+ Gone in 60 Seconds Angelina Jolie, Nicolas Cage.

SYFY  58 152 (6:00) <++ Happy Death Day ('17) Israel 
Broussard, Ruby Modine, Jessica Rothe. 

< Braven ('18) Jill Wagner, Zahn McClarnon, Jason Momoa. A logger fights for survival 
against drug traffickers. (P)

(:05) <+++ Rise of the Planet of the Apes ('11) Freida Pinto, John Lithgow, James Franco. A substance 
designed to help the brain repair itself gives rise to a superintelligent chimp.

TBS  24 156 The Big Bang 
Theory 

Big Bang "The 
Confidence Erosion" 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

Big Bang "The 
Matrimonial Metric"

Big Bang "The Solo 
Oscillation"

The Big Bang 
Theory

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory

<+++ Shazam! ('19) Mark Strong, Asher Angel, Zachary Levi. 
Shazam squares off against the evil Dr. Thaddeus Sivana.

TCM  49 186 (6:00) <++ Any Number Can Play ('49) 
Alexis Smith, Mary Astor, Clark Gable. 

The Power of Film "The Power of 
Paradox" (N)

<++++ 2001: A Space Odyssey ('68) Gary Lockwood, William Sylvester, Keir Dullea. Supercomputer HAL 
9000 guides astronauts on a trip to find the origins of humans.

(:45) The Power of Film "The Power of 
Paradox"

TLC  43 157 1000-Lb. Sisters "Boiling Point" sMothered (N) sMothered (N) 90 Day: The Single Life "More to Love: Chantel Gets Her Groove Back" (N) sMothered

TNT  23 158 NBA Tip-Off (N) 
(Live) 

NBA Basketball Los Angeles Lakers at Boston Celtics From TD Garden in Boston. (N) (Live) NBA Basketball Philadelphia 76ers at Utah Jazz From Delta Center in Salt Lake City. (N) (Live)

TRUTV  38 129 Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers 
TV LAND  55 161 Raymond (:35) Raymond (:10) Raymond (:45) Raymond (:20) Everybody Raymond "Ping Pong" (:55) Raymond Raymond King King The King of Queens 

USA  25 132 (5:30) <+++ Invictus ('09) Matt Damon, Tony Kgoroge, Morgan 
Freeman. (P) 

<+++ The Blind Side ('09) Tim McGraw, Quinton Aaron, Sandra Bullock. A white couple adopts a homeless black youth, who later 
goes on to achieve football stardom.

<+++ The Blind Side ('09) Tim McGraw, 
Quinton Aaron, Sandra Bullock.

WE  68 166 <+++ The Color Purple ('85) Danny Glover, Margaret Avery, Whoopi Goldberg. Based on Alice Walker's portrait of a rural black woman. <+++ The Color Purple ('85) Danny Glover, Margaret Avery, Whoopi Goldberg.
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National Geographic’s ‘Genius’ returns with ‘MLK/X’
BY KEVIN McDONOUGH

After presenting biographies 
of Albert Einstein, Pablo Picas-
so and Aretha Franklin, the 
National Geographic series 
"Genius" (9 p.m. ABC, National 
Geographic, TV-14) presents 
"MLK/X," a joint biography of  
Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Malcolm X.

Timed to air during Black 
History Month, the eight-part 
biography aims to humanize 
both figures, recalling anec-
dotes from their youth and 
their marriages, departing 
from the kinds of plaster-saint 
hagiographies associated with 
both martyred civil rights lead-
ers.

King (Kelvin Harrison Jr.) is 
first seen as a young man 
growing up uneasily in the 
shadow of his father, a re-
nowned minister. Malcolm X's 
(Aaron Pierre) background is 
perhaps better known and has 
been detailed in the best-selling 
"Autobiography of Malcolm X," 
read by generations of readers.

After an early career in Bos-
ton's underworld, Malcolm em-
braced Islam while behind 
bars. He's seen here in the first 
episode leading a prison debate 
team against Ivy League com-
petition, honing his oratorical 
skills in a stirring denunciation 
of the death penalty. While 
Malcolm X has been dead for 
nearly 60 years, his argument 
against the inherent injustices 
of capital punishment contin-
ues to resonate, particularly in 
light of the barbaric nitrogen 
gas "science experiment" con-
ducted in Alabama just last 
week.

ABC follows up its broadcast 
of "Genius" with "Soul of a Na-
tion Presents: X/onerated — The 
Murder of Malcolm X and 55 Years 
to Justice" (10:10 p.m.), a look at 
new evidence in the 1965 mur-
der that cleared the name of  
Muhammad Abdul Aziz, a man 
who was wrongfully convicted 
of Malcolm X's assassination.

• Peacock streams the three-
part documentary profile 
"Kings From Queens: The Run 
DMC Story." It recalls how three 
young men from Hollis, Queens 
— Joseph "Rev Run" Simmons, 
Darryl "DMC" McDaniels, and 
Jason "Jam Master Jay" Mizell 
— became the unlikely ambas-
sadors of rap/hip-hop to a 
much wider audience.

While there were certainly 
earlier pioneers of the music, 

it's no exaggeration to suggest 
that Run DMC's fame repre-
sented the tipping point at 
which hip hop supplanted gui-
tar-based rock as the preferred 
music of a younger generation. 
Their 1986 video collaboration 
with Aerosmith didn't just help 
them cross over to a wider (and 
whiter) audience, it pretty 
much announced that Aero-
smith's genre had been 
eclipsed.

Part of Run DMC's appeal 
was that they became stars 
without ever embracing the 
trappings of celebrity. Rather, 
they never stopped presenting 
themselves as guys from 
Queens. In a way, they followed 
in the unlikely footsteps of  
other Queens-based musical 
acts, including the Ramones 
and the Shangri-Las, whose 
lead singer, Mary Weiss, died 
on Jan. 19.

Look for interviews with sur-
viving members Simmons and 
McDaniels, who discuss, 
among other things, their reac-
tions to the 2002 murder of Jam 
Master Jay.

• Paramount+ imports the 
10-episode South Korean thrill-
er series "A Bloody Lucky Day." 

Oh Taek (Lee Sung-min) is an 
optimistic cab driver whose for-
tunes change radically when a 
young man Geum Hyeok-soo 
(Yoo Yeon-seok) hails his cab 
and offers a lucrative fare to de-
liver him to a distant port. Con-
versation soon reveals that his 
passenger is a serial killer.

TONIGHT'S OTHER 
HIGHLIGHTS

• A strangulation case points 
to an experienced killer on 
"Law & Order" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-
14).

• "Farmer Wants a Wife" (9 p.m., 
Fox, TV-PG) enters its second 
season of Carhartts and flow-
ers. Country singer Jennifer 
Nettles is your host.

CULT CHOICE
After more than half a centu-

ry, director Stanley Kubrick's 
1968 sci-fi masterpiece "2001" (9 
p.m., TCM, TV-PG) remains so 
iconic that its opening scenes 
inspired a cheeky homage in 
the 2023 "Barbie" movie.

SERIES NOTES
Georgie's spa weekend on 

"Young Sheldon" (8 p.m., CBS, r, 
TV-PG) * The season finale of  

"Press Your Luck" (8 p.m., ABC, 
TV-PG) * Alberta's murder be-
comes entertaining on "Ghosts" 
(8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-PG) * On 
two helpings of "So Help Me 
Todd" (CBS, r, TV-14): Chuck 
needs a good lawyer (9 p.m.); 
Margaret's sick day (10 p.m.) * 
Victim support on "Law & Order: 
SVU" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14) * Sta-
bler returns to "Law & Order: Or-
ganized Crime" (10 p.m., NBC, 
TV-14).

LATE NIGHT
John Cena and Kwame Alex-

ander are booked on "The Late 
Show With Stephen Colbert" 
(11:35 p.m., CBS) * Jimmy Fal-
lon welcomes Sam Rockwell 
and Jack Whitehall on "The To-
night Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) * 
Timothee Chalamet, Zendaya, 
Austin Butler, Florence Pugh 
and Benson Boone appear on 
"Jimmy Kimmel Live!" (11:35 p.m., 
ABC) * Larry David and Col-
leen Clark visit "Late Night With 
Seth Meyers" (12:35 a.m., NBC) * 
Taylor Tomlinson hosts Thom-
as Lennon on "After Midnight" 
(12:35 a.m., CBS).
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PEACOCK
The three-part documentary series “Kings From Queens: The RUN DMC Story” chronicles how three young men from Hollis, Queens — Joseph 
“Rev Run” Simmons, pictured, Darryl “DMC” McDaniels and Jason “Jam Master Jay” Mizell — became American hip-hop group Run DMC. The 
series begins streaming today on Peacock.



Up to $15,000 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam
or health questions. Cash to help
pay funeral and other final expenses.
Call Physicians Life Insurance Com-
pany - 855-837-7719 or visit www.Lif
e55plus.info/scan

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
833-230-8692

Prepare for power outages today
with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-775-0366 today
to schedule a free quote. It's not just
a generator. It's a power move.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350- plus procedures.
Real dental insurance- NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-855-397-7030
www.dental50plus.com/60 #6258

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military Discounts. Call
1-855-875-2449.

Safe Step- North America's #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our
FREE shower package and $1600
off for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe Step,
1-877-852-0368.

Miscellaneous

For sale: 2011 Toyota Limited,
good cond., one owner, 135k mi.,
no accidents. White Pearl w/ tan
leather int. $11,000. 803-460-4131
(lv. msg.)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Your donation helps fund the search for
missing children. Accepting trucks,
motorcycles & RVs, too! Fast, free
pickup- running or not - 24 hour
response - Maximum tax donation -
Call (888) 515-3810.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

2017 Stingray 19 Deck Boat.
90HP Yamaha Motor with very low
operating hours $22,500. Call or text
me at (803) 360-3649. I live in the
Lake Greenwood area.

Boats / Motors

FREE high-speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
housing assistance, WIC, veterans
pension, survivor benefits, Lifeline,
tribal. 15 GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE with
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom
today! 1-855-851-8201

RECREATIONRECREATION

STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS

COUNTY OF SUMTER
Case No. 2023-CP-43-01204

Greymorr Real Estate, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.

Barbara A. Wells; and John Doe
and Mary Roe, representing all
unknown persons having or
claiming to have any right,
title, or interest in or to, or lien
upon, the real estate described
as 991 Cambridge Drive,
Sumter County, South Carolina,
TMS# 251-01-06-001, their heirs
and assigns, and all other
persons, firms, or corporations
entitled to claim under, by or
through the above-named
Defendant(s), and all other
persons or entities unknown
claiming any right, title,
interest, estate in, or lien upon,
the real estate described as 991
Cambridge Drive, Sumter
County, South Carolina, TMS#
251-01-06-001,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §§
15-11-10 to -50, Plaintiff hereby
gives notice that Plaintiff has
commenced an action in this
Court against the above-named
defendants to quiet tax title to
the following described real
property:
All that certain piece, parcel or
lot of land with improvements
thereon, if any, situate, lying
and being in the County of
Sumter, State of South
Carolina, identified as Lot No.
23 of Kingman Heights
Subdivision as shown on a plat
prepared by D. D. Edmunds,
R.L.S. dated December 12, 1988
and recorded in Plat Book 89 at
Page 282, records of Sumter
County. Aforesaid plat is
specifically incorporated
herein and reference is craved
thereto for a more complete and
accurate description of the
metes, and bounds, courses and
distances of the property
concerned herein. This
description is in lieu of metes
and bounds, as permitted by
law under Section 30-5-250 of
the 1976 Code of Laws of South
Carolina, as amended. Be all
measurements a little more or a

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and learn how
to get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 833-638-3767.

ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR SALE
to more than 1.5 million S.C.
newspaper readers. Your 25-word
classified ad will appear in 80 S.C.
newspapers for only $375. Call
Randall Savely at the South Carolina
N e w s p a p e r  N e t w o r k ,
1-888-727-7377.

RENTALSRENTALS

Is 2024 your year? We're here for it
and here for you. Reach your goals
this year with WeightWatchers. Get
started with THREE months FREE,
visit www.weightwatchersoffer.com/
52

ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER JOBS
in 80 S.C. newspapers for only $375.
Your 25-word classified ad will reach
more than 1.5 million readers. Call
Randall Savely at the S.C. Newspa-
per Network, 1-888-727-7377.

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

Trucking
Opportunities

Part-time tax preparer needed in
Sumter, SC. Requirements: PTIN
Number. Please email resume to:
sumtertaxpreparer@gmail.com

Help Wanted
Part-Time

Notice Of Application

Notice is hereby given that Mac's
Spirits Group, LLC DBA Mac's Place
Spirits intends to apply to the South
Carolina Department of Revenue for
a license permit that will allow the
sale and OFF premises consumption
of LIQUOR at 5644 Broad Street,
Sumter, SC 29154. To object to the
issuance of this permit / license,
written protest must be postmarked
no later than February 10, 2024. For
a protest to be valid, it must be in
writing, and should include the
following information: (1) the name,
address and telephone number of
the person filing the protest; (2) the
specific reasons why the application
should be denied; (3) that the person
protesting is willing to attend a
hearing (if one is requested by the
applicant); (4) that the person
protesting resides in the same
county where the proposed place of
business is located or within five
miles of the business; and (5) the
name of the applicant and the
address of the premises to be
licensed. Protests must be mailed to:
S.C. Department of Revenue, Attn:
ABL Section, P.O. Box 125,
Columbia, South Carolina 29214-0907
or email to ABL@dor.sc.gov

Driver/mover helper, part-time to
full-time hours. No experience
needed. Background check. Driver
class A or B or non-CDL. Good
driving record. 803-236-4008.

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS

COUNTY OF SUMTER
SUMMONS
(Non-Jury)

Case No. 2023-CP-43-01173

Greymorr Real Estate, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.

Plassie Miller; The Pure Oil
Company n/k/a Union Oil
Company of California; and
John Doe and Mary Roe,
representing all unknown
persons having or claiming to
have any right, title, or interest
in or to, or lien upon, the real
estate described as 21 Sims
Avenue, Sumter County, South
Carolina, Parcel 2290602014,
their heirs and assigns, and all
other persons, firms, or
corporations entitled to claim
under, by or through the
above-named Defendant(s), and
all other persons or entities
unknown claiming any right,
title, interest, estate in, or lien
upon, the real estate described
as 21 Sims Avenue, Sumter
County, South Carolina, Parcel
2290602014,

Defendants.

SUMMONS
Y O U  A R E  H E R E B Y
SUMMONED and required to
answer the Complaint in this
action, a copy of which is
herewith served upon you, and
to serve a copy of your Answer
to the Complaint on the
subscriber at his office,
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A.,
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor
(29201), Post Office Box 11889,
Columbia, South Carolina
(29211-1889), within thirty (30)
days after the service hereof,
exclusive of the day of such
service. Your Answer must be
in writing and signed by you or
your attorney and must state
your address or the address of
your attorney, if signed by your
attorney. If you fail to answer
the Complaint within the time
aforesaid, judgment by default
will be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the
Complaint.
NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §§
15-11-10 to -50, Plaintiff hereby
gives notice that Plaintiff has
commenced an action in this
Court against the above-named
defendants to quiet tax title to
the following described real
property:
All that certain piece, parcel or
lot of land with improvements
thereon, if any, situate, lying
and being in the County of
Sumter, State of South
Carolina, identified as Lot No. 6
as shown on a plat prepared by
J. P. Edwards, R.L.S. dated
January 14, 1977 and recorded
in Plat Book Z-39 at Page 89,
records of Sumter County.
Aforesaid plat is specifically
incorporated herein and
reference is craved thereto for
a more complete and accurate
description of the metes, and
bounds, courses and distances
of the property concerned
herein. This description is in
lieu of metes and bounds, as
permitted by law under Section
30¬5-250 of the 1976 Code of
Laws of South Carolina, as
amended. Be all measurements
a little more or a little less and
according to said plat. This
conveyance is made subject to
all visible and recorded
easements, covenants, and
rights of way affecting said
property. This lot is designated
on the Auditor's Tax Map for
Sumter County as Parcel
2290602014 and is known as 21
Sims Avenue. This being the
same property conveyed to
Plassie Miller, by Deed of Ruby
M. Lawson, dated January 18,
1977 and recorded on January
27, 1977 in Deed Book F-10 at
Page 257, records of Sumter
County; being the same
property conveyed to Nar
Solutions, Inc. by tax deed
dated February 8, 2021, and
recorded on February 16, 2021,
in the Sumter County Register
of Deeds Office in Book 1280,

Lawn, Flowerbed, Shrubbery,
Leaf, & Pine Straw Service.
Yards starting at $35. Pressure
washing services. Call Bobby
803-983-5364.

Notice Of Application

Notice is hereby given that Mac's
Spirits Group, LLC DBA Mac's Place
Spirits intends to apply to the South
Carolina Department of Revenue for
a license permit that will allow the
sale and OFF premises consumption
of LIQUOR at 699 Bultman Dr,
Sumter, SC 29150. To object to the
issuance of this permit / license,
written protest must be postmarked
no later than February 10, 2024. For
a protest to be valid, it must be in
writing, and should include the
following information: (1) the name,
address and telephone number of
the person filing the protest; (2) the
specific reasons why the application
should be denied; (3) that the person
protesting is willing to attend a
hearing (if one is requested by the
applicant); (4) that the person
protesting resides in the same
county where the proposed place of
business is located or within five
miles of the business; and (5) the
name of the applicant and the
address of the premises to be
licensed. Protests must be mailed to:
S.C. Department of Revenue, Attn:
ABL Section, P.O. Box 125,
Columbia, South Carolina 29214-0907
or email to ABL@dor.sc.gov

BILLHEIMER ESTATE SALE
100 Bridgepointe Dr.

Sumter, SC 29154
Fri., Feb 2, 2024 10am-5pm
Sat., Feb 3, 2024 9am -1pm

Sumter Cabinet Queen Size Bdrm
Set, China Hutch, Wicker Chairs,
Cedar Chest, Trunks, Artwork,
Jewelry, Ladies Accessories/Cloth-
ing, China, Crystal, Lots of kit &
hsehld items, Mechanics, weld-
ing/woodworking tools, Yard &
gardening tools, GE Upright Freez-
er, Sewing machines, etc.
All items must be sold!

estatesales.org
NO EARLY SALES

CASH ONLY
(SC sales tax will be applied)

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION in 80
S.C. newspapers for only $375. Your
25-word classified ad will reach more
than 1.5 million readers. Call Randall
Savely at the S.C. Newspaper
Network, 1-888-727-7377.

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

page 5109; being the same
property conveyed to Greymorr
Real Estate, LLC by quitclaim
deed dated April 20, 2021, and
recorded on April 23, 2021, in
the Sumter County Register of
Deeds Office in Book 1284, page
1202; and being the same
property conveyed to Greymorr
Real Estate, LLC by quitclaim
deed dated May 27, 2021, and
recorded on June 14, 2021, in
the Sumter County Register of
Deeds Office in Book 1286, page
5262.
NOTICE OF FILING OF
COMPLAINT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Complaint in the
above-captioned action (Case
No. 2023-CP-43-01173) was filed
in the Sumter County Clerk of
Court's Office on July 27, 2023.
A copy of the Complaint is
available for review and
inspection by all interested
persons.
N O T I C E  O F  O R D E R
APPOINTING GUARDIAN AD
LITEM NISI
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that
there has been filed in the
Office of the Clerk of Court for
Sumter County an Order
Appointing Kelley Y. Woody,
Esq., whose address is 18
Myrtle Bank Place (29209), P.O.
Box 6432 (29260), Columbia,
South Carolina, as Guardian Ad
Litem Nisi for the unknown
defendants designated as John
Doe and Mary Roe. This
appointment becomes absolute
thirty (30) days after the service
of the Notice and publication of
the Summons herein, unless
you or someone on your behalf
shall, before the expiration of
the thirty (30) days after the
service hereof, procure to be
appointed for you a Guardian
Ad Litem to represent your
interests in this action.
s/ A. Parker Barnes III
SC Bar No. 68359
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A.
Post Office Box 11889
Columbia, SC 29211-1889
(803) 779-3080
Attorneys for Plaintiff
O R D E R  A P P O I N T I N G
GUARDIAN AD LITEM NISI
AND ORDER FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION
This matter comes before the
Court on Plaintiff's Motion to
Appoint a Guardian Ad Litem
Nisi and for an Order for
Service by Publication, through
which Plaintiff seeks to appoint
Kelley Y. Woody, Esq. as
Guardian Ad Litem Nisi for
Defendants John Doe and Mary
Roe, the same being fictitious
names used for the true names
of all unknown persons,
claiming any right, title, estate,
interest in or lien upon the real
property described in Plaintiff's
Complaint and Notice of Lis
Pendens (the "Property"), their
heirs and assigns; all other
persons, firms, or corporations
entitled to claim under, by, or
through any of the defendants;
and all other persons or
entities unknown claiming any
right, title, interest, estate in,
or lien upon, the Property
(collectively, the "Unknown and
Doe Defendants"). It appearing
that some or all of the
Unknown and Doe Defendants
are or may be residents or
non-residents of the State of
South Carolina, minors,
incompetent, imprisoned,
under legal disability, or in the
military service, and that the
Unknown and Doe Defendants
are unknown to Plaintiff and
cannot with reasonable
diligence be located or their
whereabouts ascertained; It
further appearing that Kelley
Y. Woody, Esq. is a suitable and
c o m p e t e n t  p e r s o n  t o
understand and protect all
rights and interests of the
Unknown and Doe Defendants,
and that Kelley Y. Woody, Esq.
has no interest adverse to the
interests of the Unknown and
Doe Defendants and is not
connected in business with
Plaintiff or its counsel;
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS
H E R E B Y  O R D E R E D ,
ADJUDGED, and DECREED as
follows:
1. Kelley Y. Woody, Esq. is
hereby appointed Guardian Ad
Litem Nisi on behalf of the
Unknown and Doe Defendants,
the same being fictitious names
used for the true names of all
unknown persons, claiming any
right, title, estate, interest in or
lien upon the Property, their
heirs and assigns; all other
persons, firms, or corporations
entitled to claim under, by, or
through any of the defendants;
and all other persons or
entities unknown claiming any
right, title, interest, estate in,
or lien upon, the Property,
some or all of whom are or may
be residents or non-residents of
the State of South Carolina,
m i n o r s ,  i n c o m p e t e n t ,
imprisoned, under legal
disability, or in the military
service.
2. Kelley Y. Woody, Esq. is
empowered and directed to
appear on behalf of and to
represent the Unknown and
Doe Defendants, unless any one
of them, or someone on behalf
of any one of them, shall,
within thirty (30) days after
service of a copy hereof as
d i r e c t e d ,  p r o c u r e  t h e
appointment of a Guardian Ad
Litem.
3. A copy of this Order shall be
served upon the Unknown and
Doe Defendants by publication
in the Daily Item, a newspaper
of  general  circulation
published in Sumter County,
South Carolina, once a week for
three consecutive weeks,
together with the Notice of Lis
Pendens, Summons, Notice of
Filing Complaint, and Notice of
Order Appointing Guardian Ad
Litem in this action.
s/ James C. Campbell
Sumter County Clerk of Court

Notice Of Application

Notice is hereby given that Mac's
Spirits Group, LLC DBA Mac's Place
Spirits intends to apply to the South
Carolina Department of Revenue for
a license permit that will allow the
sale and OFF premises consumption
of LIQUOR at 1415 S. Guignard Dr,
Sumter, SC 29150. To object to the
issuance of this permit / license,
written protest must be postmarked
no later than February 10, 2024. For
a protest to be valid, it must be in
writing, and should include the
following information: (1) the name,
address and telephone number of
the person filing the protest; (2) the
specific reasons why the application
should be denied; (3) that the person
protesting is willing to attend a
hearing (if one is requested by the
applicant); (4) that the person
protesting resides in the same
county where the proposed place of
business is located or within five
miles of the business; and (5) the
name of the applicant and the
address of the premises to be
licensed. Protests must be mailed to:
S.C. Department of Revenue, Attn:
ABL Section, P.O. Box 125,
Columbia, South Carolina 29214-0907
or email to ABL@dor.sc.gov

little less and according to said
plat. This conveyance is made
subject to all visible and
recorded easements, covenants,
and rights of way affecting said
property. This lot is designated
on the Auditor's Tax Map for
Sumter County as Parcel
2510106001 and is known as 991
Cambridge Drive. This being
the same property conveyed to
Barbara A. Wells, by Deed of
the Estate of Anne H. Rich,
dated April 09, 2015 and
recorded on April 13, 2015 in
Deed Book 1210 at Page 2687,
records of Sumter County;
being the same property
conveyed to Nar Solutions, Inc.
by tax deed dated February 8,
2021, and recorded on February
16, 2021, in the Office of the
Register of Deeds for Sumter
County in Book 1280, page 5082;
being the same property
conveyed to Greymorr Real
Estate, LLC by quitclaim deed
dated April 20, 2021, and
recorded on April 23, 2021, in
the Office of the Register of
Deeds for Sumter County in
Book 1284, page 1221, and by
quitclaim deed dated May 27,
2021, and recorded on June 14,
2021, in the Office of the
Register of Deeds for Sumter
County in Book 1286, page 5274.
SUMMONS
Y O U  A R E  H E R E B Y
SUMMONED and required to
answer the Complaint in this
action, a copy of which is
herewith served upon you, and
to serve a copy of your Answer
to the Complaint on the
subscriber at his office,
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A.,
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor
(29201), Post Office Box 11889,
Columbia, South Carolina
(29211-1889), within thirty (30)
days after the service hereof,
exclusive of the day of such
service. Your Answer must be
in writing and signed by you or
your attorney and must state
your address or the address of
your attorney, if signed by your
attorney. If you fail to answer
the Complaint within the time
aforesaid, judgment by default
will be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the
Complaint.
NOTICE OF FILING OF
COMPLAINT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Complaint in the
above-captioned action (Case
No. 2023-CP-43-1204) was filed
in the Sumter County Clerk of
Court's Office on August 1,
2023. A copy of the Complaint is
available for review and
inspection by all interested
persons.
N O T I C E  O F  O R D E R
APPOINTING GUARDIAN AD
LITEM NISI
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that
there has been filed in the
Office of the Clerk of Court for
Sumter County an Order
Appointing Kelley Y. Woody,
Esq., whose address is 18
Myrtle Bank Place (29209), P.O.
Box 6432 (29260), Columbia,
South Carolina, as Guardian Ad
Litem Nisi for the unknown
defendants designated as John
Doe and Mary Roe. This
appointment becomes absolute
thirty (30) days after the service
of the Notice and publication of
the Summons herein, unless
you or someone on your behalf
shall, before the expiration of
the thirty (30) days after the
service hereof, procure to be
appointed for you a Guardian
Ad Litem to represent your
interests in this action.
s/ A. Parker Barnes III
SC Bar No. 68359
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A.
Post Office Box 11889
Columbia, SC 29211-1889
(803) 779-3080
Attorneys for Plaintiff
O R D E R  A P P O I N T I N G
GUARDIAN AD LITEM NISI
AND ORDER FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION
This matter comes before the
Court on Plaintiff's Motion to
Appoint a Guardian Ad Litem
Nisi and for an Order for
Service by Publication, through
which Plaintiff seeks to appoint
Kelley Y. Woody, Esq. as
Guardian Ad Litem Nisi for
Defendants John Doe and Mary
Roe, the same being fictitious
names used for the true names
of all unknown persons,
claiming any right, title, estate,
interest in or lien upon the real
property described in Plaintiff's
Complaint and Notice of Lis
Pendens (the "Property"), their
heirs and assigns; all other
persons, firms, or corporations
entitled to claim under, by, or
through any of the defendants;
and all other persons or
entities unknown claiming any
right, title, interest, estate in,
or lien upon, the Property
(collectively, the "Unknown and
Doe Defendants"). It appearing
that some or all of the
Unknown and Doe Defendants
are or may be residents or
non-residents of the State of
South Carolina, minors,
incompetent, imprisoned,
under legal disability, or in the
military service, and that the
Unknown and Doe Defendants
are unknown to Plaintiff and
cannot with reasonable
diligence be located or their
whereabouts ascertained; It
further appearing that Kelley
Y. Woody, Esq. is a suitable and
c o m p e t e n t  p e r s o n  t o
understand and protect all
rights and interests of the
Unknown and Doe Defendants,
and that Kelley Y. Woody, Esq.
has no interest adverse to the
interests of the Unknown and
Doe Defendants and is not
connected in business with
Plaintiff or its counsel;
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS
H E R E B Y  O R D E R E D ,
ADJUDGED, and DECREED as
follows:
1. Kelley Y. Woody, Esq. is
hereby appointed Guardian Ad
Litem Nisi on behalf of the
Unknown and Doe Defendants,
the same being fictitious names
used for the true names of all
unknown persons, claiming any
right, title, estate, interest in or
lien upon the Property, their
heirs and assigns; all other
persons, firms, or corporations
entitled to claim under, by, or

LEGALLEGAL
NOTICESNOTICES

through any of the defendants;
and all other persons or
entities unknown claiming any
right, title, interest, estate in,
or lien upon, the Property,
some or all of whom are or may
be residents or non-residents of
the State of South Carolina,
m i n o r s ,  i n c o m p e t e n t ,
imprisoned, under legal
disability, or in the military
service.
2. Kelley Y. Woody, Esq. is
empowered and directed to
appear on behalf of and to
represent the Unknown and
Doe Defendants, unless any one
of them, or someone on behalf
of any one of them, shall,
within thirty (30) days after
service of a copy hereof as
d i r e c t e d ,  p r o c u r e  t h e
appointment of a Guardian Ad
Litem.
3. A copy of this Order shall be
served upon the Unknown and
Doe Defendants by publication
in the Daily Item, a newspaper
of  general  circulation
published in Sumter County,
South Carolina, once a week for
three consecutive weeks,
together with the Notice of Lis
Pendens, Summons, Notice of
Filing Complaint, and Notice of
Order Appointing Guardian Ad
Litem in this action.
s/ James C. Campbell
Sumter County Clerk of Court
ORDER FOR PUBLICATION
A S  T O  D E F E N D A N T
BARBARA A. WELLS
Based on the Motion for Order
of Service by Publication and
the Affidavit of Duly Diligent
Search, it appears that this is
an action to quiet tax title
arising out of a tax deed
recorded in the Sumter County
Register of Deeds Office on
February 16, 2021, in Book
1280, page 5082, and that
Defendant Barbara A. Wells
cannot, after due diligence, be
located in Sumter County or in
the State of South Carolina,
s/ James C. Campbell
Sumter County Clerk of Court

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET- Get
your favorite live TV, sports and local
channels. 99% signal reliability!
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 12
months. HBO Max and Premium
Channels included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No
annual contract, no hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS
1-855-237-9741

Switch to DISH and get up to a
$300 gift card! Plus get the
Multisport pack included for a limited
time! Hurry- call for details:
1-877-542-0759

DIRECTV Sports Pack. 3 Months
on Us! Watch pro and college sports
LIVE. Plus over 40 regional and
specialty networks included. NFL,
College Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,
Golf and more. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-844-624-1107

H.L. Boone, Contractor: Remod-
el, paint, roofs, gutters, drywall,
blown ceilings, etc. 803-773-9904

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER IN THE
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS C/A
NO.: 2023-CP-43-01193 SUMMONS
A N D  N O T I C E  ( N o n - J u r y )
FORECLOSURE (Deficiency Waived)
United States of America acting
through the Rural Housing Service
or successor agency, United States
Department of Agriculture, Plaintiff,
vs. Vivian Blackwell, and Republic
Finance, LLC, Defendants, TO THE
DEFENDANT(S): Vivian Blackwell
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to appear and defend by
answering the Complaint in this
action, of which a copy is herewith
served upon you, and to serve a copy
of your Answer on the subscribers at
their offices, 135 Columbia Avenue,
Post Office Box 1000, Chapin, South
Carolina 29036, within thirty (30)
days after the service hereof,
exclusive of the day of such service;
except that the United States of
America, if named, shall have sixty
(60) days to answer after the service
hereof, exclusive of the day of such
service; and if you fail to do so,
judgment by default will be rendered
against you for the relief demanded
in the complaint. TO MINOR(S)
OVER FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE,
AND/OR TO MINOR(S) UNDER
FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND
THE PERSON WITH WHOM THE
MINOR(S) RESIDES, AND/OR TO
PERSONS UNDER SOME LEGAL
DISABILITY: YOU ARE FURTHER
SUMMONED AND NOTIFIED to
apply for the appointment of a
guardian ad litem within thirty (30)
days after the service of this
Summons and Notice upon you. If
you fail to do so, application for such
appointment will be made by the
Plaintiff. NOTICE TO THE
DEFENDANT(S): Vivian Blackwell
YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
t h a t  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f
Exemption /Withdrawal  from
Arbitration and Mediation,
Summons and Complaint, of which
the foregoing is a copy of the
Summons, were filed with the Clerk
of Court for Sumter County, South
Carolina on September 30, 2023.
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF
ACTION NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that an action has been or
will be commenced within twenty
(20) days of the filing of this Notice
upon Complaint of the above-named
Plaintiff against the above-named
Defendant for the foreclosure of a
Mortgage dated December 15, 2000
given by Vivian Blackwell
("Mortgage"), said Mortgage having
been recorded in the Office of the
Clerk of Court or Register of Deeds
for Sumter County on December 21,
2000 in Book 790 at Page 715. The
said mortgaged premises affected by
the foreclosure are situate in Sumter
County, in the State of South
Carolina, and described in said
Mortgage as follows: All that piece,
parcel or lot of land, together with
the buildings and improvements
thereon, situate, lying and being in
Concord Township, County of
Sumter, State of South Carolina,
delineated as Lot 1AA of Bendale
Subdivision on a plate prepared by
James D. Wilson, RLS, dated July 9,
1997 and recorded in Plat Book 97 at
Page 836 in the Office of the Register
of Deeds for Sumter County and
being bounded and measuring as
follows: on the North by lands now
or formerly of McLain and Coley and
measuring thereon 295.22 feet; on
the East by Pinecrest Drive and
measuring thereon 168.91 feet; on
the South by Lot 3AA and measuring
thereon 277.68 feet; and on the West
by Newman Properties and
measuring thereon 168.07 feet; be all
of said measurements a little more
or less and according to said plat.
This being the same property
conveyed to Vivian Blackwell by
deed of William Patrick Davis dated
December 15,000 and recorded in the
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Sumter County in Volume 790 at
Page 712. TMS No.: 286-00-02-059
Address: 380 Pinecrest Drive,
Sumter, South Carolina 29153
HARRELL, MARTIN & PEACE, P.A.
/s/ Taylor A. Peace, Esq. Jamie Anna
Weller, Esq., SC Bar# 105548 Taylor
A. Peace, Esq., SC Bar# 100206 135
Columbia Avenue (Physical Address)
Post Office Box 1000 (Mailing
Address) Chapin, South Carolina
29036 (803) 345-3353 jweller
@ h m p - l a w . c o m  t p e a c e
@hmp-law.com ATTORNEY FOR
PLAINTIFF Chapin, South Carolina
January 25, 2024 5723

803-774-12
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday &  Friday edition.

11:30 a.m. Friday for the Weekend edition.
We will be happy to change your ad if an error is made; however we are not 

responsible for errors after the first run day. We shall not be liable for any loss 
or expense that results from the printing or omission of an advertisement. We 

reserve the right to edit, refuse or cancel any ad at any time.CLASSIFIEDS

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES
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