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Murdaughs

delense faces
major hurdle:
apparent lies

BY THAD MOORE, AVERY G. WILKS
and JOCELYN GRZESZCZAK
tmoore@postandcourier.com
awilks@postandcourier.com
jgrzeszczak@postandcourier.com

WALTERBORO — After four weeks of tes-
timony from five dozen witnesses, the prose-
cutors trying Alex Murdaugh for murder
have finally shown their hand.

In hundreds of exhibits admitted so far in
the trial, there is no single piece of evidence
that definitively connects the disbarred attor-
ney to the brutal shootings of his wife and
son. There is no smoking gun, nor any gun at
all: Investigators did not find either of the
murder weapons.

Instead, the state has revealed a dense
thicket of indirect evidence. It centers on
Murdaugh’s tenuous finances and impending
investigations into them, shell casings at the
scene seemingly linking a family gun to at
least one killing and a cellphone video show-
ing the family together soon before the shoot-
ings began. Those are the highlights of a case
otherwise mired with ambiguous DNA re-
sults and cellphone data.

If prosecutors have a trump card with the
jury, it may be this: Murdaugh apparently
lied to investigators, his friends and his fami-
ly about where he’d been the night his wife,
Maggie, and son Paul died.

And in a series of interactions with police,
he compounded one big apparent lie with a
trail of inconsistencies, omissions and incor-
rect statements about what happened June 7,
2021. Plus, at least two people — both employ-
ees of Murdaugh and his family — have testi-
fied he approached them in an apparent ef-
fort to align their stories with his.

Jurors have heard no shortage of testimo-
ny about Murdaugh’s tendency to deceive.
Prosecutors’ case explored in depth how he
allegedly stole millions from his law firm and
clients, a fact that they have theorized moti-
vated the Kkillings. They also heard Mur-
daugh, 54, admit on tape that he lied to police
about being attacked on the side of the road
months later, even apologizing to agents for
his dishonesty.

But explaining why he would lie after Mag-
gie and Paul’s deaths is perhaps the single
biggest challenge Murdaugh’s defense team
faces as it begins to present its case.

The challenges run throughout the time-
line of June 7, according to a Post and Couri-
er review of his statements to police and oth-
ers’ testimony about his conduct. They start
with why Maggie Murdaugh was home that
night to begin with.

DINNERTIME

Murdaugh to State Law Enforcement Division
agents, Aug. 11: “Maggie wasn’t supposed to
be coming home. I've since found out she was
worried about me, and me worrying about my
dad. And so she came home.”

Maggie, 52, had been in Charleston for a
doctor’s appointment most of the day June 7,
and her phone records suggest she wanted to
spend the night at the family’s house on Edis-
to Beach.

SEE MURDAUGH, PAGE A6
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Sherift's deputies meet with
group to build relationship
and reduce violent crimes

PHOTOS BY SHELBIE GOULDING / THE SUMTER ITEM

Sumter County Sheriff's Office Sgt. Joshua Phillips meets with the Turkey Creek Neighborhood Association on Thursday, Feb.
16. There have been more violent crime reports in the Turkey Creek-Mooneyham area in the past 30 days than in the whole
county during the same period, and the group wanted to ask what they can do to help and share ideas with the sheriff’s office.

Turkey Creek group
concerned about
increase in violent

crimes in past year

BY SHELBIE GOULDING
shelbie@theitem.com

Inside the South HOPE Center
conference room sat nearly 15 peo-
ple of different backgrounds. Al-
though all were unique, the rea-
son for the meeting was not so
unique to their neighborhood.

A majority of the attendees
were Turkey Creek Neighborhood
Association members looking for
a solution to their problem, to feel
safe in the place they call home.

Leading the group was Sgt.
Joshua Phillips of the Sumter
County Sheriff’s Office, who met
with the neighborhood association
to not only connect with the resi-
dents, but also to give them back
the safe haven they deserve. This
meeting was the first step.

“The areas of Patricia Drive,
Dollard Drive, the whole area of
the Manning Road area on that
end of Highway 15 all the way
across to Mooneyham area; we’ve
had a drastic increase in shoot-
ings just in those areas within the
past 12 months,” Phillips said.
“Just in this area, there have been
43 reported reports, actual inci-
dent reports, made in reference to
a violent crime. Forty-three, just
in this area.”

That did not include undocu-

Members of the Turkey Creek Neighborhood Association speak with the Sum-

ter County Sheriff’s Office.

CAN YOU HELP?

If you have any information pertaining
to these crimes that could lead to an
arrest, you are encouraged to contact
the Sumter County Sheriff’s Office at
(803) 436-2000 or Crime Stoppers
1-888-CRIME-SC.

mented reports like shots-fired
calls.

“We are dealing with some gang
stuff in those areas,” Phillips said.

In the past 30 days, Phillips
shared there were eight docu-
mented violent crimes in the Tur-
key Creek-Mooneyham area
alone. Looking at the county over-
all, he said there were only 10 doc-

umented reports in the last
month.

“Sumter County is a big coun-
ty,” Phillips said. “That’s what my
concern is for y’all.”

This was the first time Phillips
met with the affected community.
As the supervisor of violent
crimes for the Sumter County
Sheriftf’s Office, Phillips said it
wasn’t typical that he met with
groups like the Turkey Creek
Neighborhood Association. This
situation is different than most
based on recent activity.

According to Phillips, people
have been injured or shot in these
occurrences as bullets struck
their homes. His biggest problem

SEE VIOLENCE, PAGE A6

Trump absent as lowa 2024 GOP caucus train begins to roll

BY THOMAS BEAUMONT
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa —
Nikki Haley is swinging
through Iowa this week fresh
off announcing her presiden-
tial campaign. Her fellow
South Carolinian Republican,
Sen. Tim Scott, will also be
here as he decides his political
future. And former Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence was just in

the state courting Few of the nominee in the 2016 and 2020

influential evan- White House elections.

gelical Christian hopefuls face the "It is genuinely impossible

activists. lofty expectations  for this guy to try to manage
After a slow in Towa that these expectations," said Luke

start, Republican Trump does. He Martz, a veteran Iowa Repub-

presidential pros- finished a com- lican strategist who helped

pects are stream- HALEY

ing into the lead-

off presidential caucus state.
Notably absent from the line-
up, at least for now, is former
President Donald Trump.

scott petitive second to

devout social con-
servative Ted Cruz in 2016 and
went on to carry the state
twice, by healthy margins, as
the Republican presidential

lead Mitt Romney's 2012 Iowa
caucus campaign. "They are
enormous. They are self-
made. I don't see how anyone
who is saying T'm the guy' can
come in and even get even a

second-place finish."

Yet, in the three months
since he announced his bid
for a comeback, Trump has
not set foot in Iowa, the first
place his claim of party domi-
nance will be tested early next
year.

To be sure, Trump is mak-
ing moves in Iowa. On Mon-
day, his team announced it

SEE CAUCUS, PAGE A6
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Sumter County Gallery of Art to celebrate 20 years
in Cultural Center with 3rd collection exhibition

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

The Sumter County Gallery of Art
will celebrate 20 years in the Sumter
County Cultural Center with its third
collection of artwork from art collec-
tors throughout the city.

In 2003, the gallery moved from the
Elizabeth White house on North Main
to the “modern and wonderful space”
at 200 Hasel St. Executive Director
Karen Watson described the period of
relocation as “exciting” and one of
“pride and accomplishment” as the
hard work of Roger Ackerman and
Katie Levi, who raised the money for
the gallery, became a reality.

The first exhibition to celebrate the
relocation was Sumter Collects, an ex-
hibition of art collected by Sumterites,
curated by Kay Teer, then-executive
director Booth Chilcutt and Peggy
Chilcutt, artistic director. In 2013,
Sumter Collects II exhibition was cu-
rated to celebrate 10 years in the Hasel
Street location.

Now, a decade later, the gallery will
keep the tradition alive by celebrating
20 years with Sumter Collects III.

Watson thinks this will be “the best
Sumter Collects exhibition thus far!”
She and curator and assistant director
Eric Lachance have visited 30 homes
of art collectors throughout the city to
present a comprehensive collection of
traditional and contemporary paint-
ings, sculpture, fine decorative items,
limited-edition prints, photography

and, for the first time, furniture.
Lachance, who has knowledge of in-
dustrial and functional design, will
open the docket up to include furni-
ture pieces of note. The subject of
such artwork will appeal to everyone,
Watson said, from landscapes, ab-
stracts and florals to portraits and
narrative paintings.

There are a number of Sumterites
who have loaned their artwork for the
public to browse as “Sumter Collects
III is by, for, and about Sumterites and
our community,” Watson said.

Watson also thanks its sponsors for
their generosity, including presenting
sponsor Deane and Roger Ackerman

Family Fund, Christopher Rose and
Thomas Chinn, Century 21 Hawkins
and Kolb, First Citizens, Jones Chev-
rolet, Reliable Medical Equipment,
Smith Robinson Law Firm, Stifel and

PHOTOS PROVIDED
Sumter Collects lll is an exhibit of works
on loan from a number of Sumterites at
the Sumter County Gallery of Art.

Thompson Turner Construction.

The exhibition will be open to the
public at 11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 24, at 200
Hasel St. There will be a catered open-
ing reception on Thursday, Feb. 23,
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. for gallery mem-
bers and collectors only.

Anyone interested in attending the
reception can renew their gallery
membership or become a member of
the gallery Thursday evening upon ar-
rival.

Colligo Cotlee opens brick-and-mortar on Bultman Drive

Plant Haven joins in
with 2nd location

BY SHELBIE GOULDING
shelbie@theitem.com

Sumter coffee lovers now
have a new place to enjoy a cup
of joe with a homelike atmo-
sphere.

Nestled at 724 Bultman Drive,
adjacent to J.J. Hardee, is Colli-
go Coffee’s brick-and-mortar, a
project that has been in the
works since last fall.

In September 2022, Jake
Gary, owner of Colligo Coffee,
shared his plans with The Sum-
ter Item to construct a home
base for his coffee that was
served for a long time at the
American Legion Farmers
Market.

Shannon Strickler, left, owner of
Plant Haven, and Jake Gary,
owner of Colligo Coffee, are all
smiles at the ribbon cutting for
Colligo Coffee’s grand opening.

dustry. Purchasing the baked
goods from a local source
also allowed him to focus on
what’s important to Colligo:
the coffee and its quality.

“I love local supporting
local,” he said.

Joining Gary was also

Gary’s passion for the coffee
bean began back at home in
Texas, where he worked at nu-
merous coffee shops. When he

PHOTOS BY SHELBIE GOULDING / THE SUMTER ITEM
Colligo Coffee, 724 Bultman Drive, is packed with customers at its brick-and-mortar grand opening on Feb.
18. Besides coffee concoctions, the shop sells pastries from Brubaker’s Café & Bakery and serves as a sec-

ond location for Plant Haven.

Plant Haven owner Shannon
Strickler, a partner in the
brick-and-mortar who uses
the space as a second location
for her green thumb business

came to Sum-
ter, he knew gather to- market in the soft opening two
the commu- gether,” weeks ago, Gary said the most
nity could Garysaid, popular drink is the Steamy
use a local “to enjoy Bean, an espresso concoction
source for the coffee made with Colligo cream, a se-
caffeine and a and sit cret recipe infused with cinna-
place to gath- with mon, he said.
er. friends.” On Feb. 18, Gary held a grand
“I'm super Colligo opening for the shop where they
excited to see Coffee served about 225 drinks from
people kind serves a opening time to 1 p.m., he said.
of gathering signature It was a nonstop grind for his

together, which the name
means — in Latin — to gather
together, so it’s really cool to sit
back and just watch people

blend of coffee roasted from
Indah Coffee, of Columbia,
South Carolina. Since serving
his creations at the farmers

baristas. Customers filled inside
the shop and outside for the full-
day event, which included door
prizes, free coffee drawings, a

ribbon cutting and fellowship.

Gary introduced a full
menu with different coffee
and tea options. Another pop-
ular drink was the affogato,
espresso and ice cream.

He also had pastries from
Brubaker’s Café & Bakery
and Colligo Coffee merchan-
dise on display and available
for purchase.

Gary said he teamed up
with his competition for
baked goods because he likes
to think of the non-chain cof-
fee shops as friends in the in-

headquartered at 1140 Broad
St.

Not only does it give Strick-
ler another location to sell
succulents and house plants,
but it’s also a place to show-
case how her greenery can
make a space feel cozy.

“This has been a long time
coming, and at the same time,
I'm so glad it’s here,” Strick-
ler said. “What’s nice about it
is next week when you come
in, it will look totally differ-
ent because you’ll have differ-
ent plants.”
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NOW SHOWING AT
theitem.com/studiosumter

Did you get your copy of our most
recent Lakeside? For the first time,
you can see one of our featured sto-
ries in motion. Four collectors, their
collections and their stories at

theitem.com/studiosumter.

Open the camera on
your phone, and hover
over this QR code. Click
on the notification that
pops up, and it will take
you to all our videos.

Alice Drive Middle named state
winner for national STEM contest

10 national finalists
to be named in
May by Samsung

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

A Sumter School District
school will represent the en-
tire state of South Carolina
in a national STEM competi-
tion.

Alice Drive Middle School
was selected as the state
winner in the 13th-annual
Samsung Solve for Tomor-
row STEM competition and
will receive $12,000 in prize
money for technology and
school supplies. The school
is focusing on a solution that
will help sustain biodiversity
and natural habitats in the
City of Sumter for the com-
petition, according to a news
release.

The annual Samsung com-
petition challenges public
school students in grades
6-12 to explore the role sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and math (STEM) sub-
ject matter play in address-
ing issues of vital concern in
their local communities.
Project goals include for par-
ticipating students to engage
in active, hands-on learning
that can be applied to re-
al-world problems — mak-
ing STEM more tangible and
illustrating its value beyond
the classroom.

In December, the 40 Miller
Road school was named as a
top-five state finalist in the

PHOTO PROVIDED

Alice Drive Middle School’s state championship team in the Samsung
Solve for Tomorrow STEM competition is shown last week in a class-

room at the school.

competition.

“Every year, Samsung
Solve for Tomorrow entries
provide a unique snapshot
of the concerns and issues
on the minds of America’s
students — identifying what
they perceive as pressing
community issues they want
to help solve,” said Ann Woo,
senior director, Corporate
Citizenship, Samsung Elec-
tronics America. “This year,
what stood out for us was
how frequently global issues
of environmental sustain-
ability found relevance in a
local community issue our
students wanted to address.
Fully a quarter of all sub-
missions fell into that cate-
gory, followed by safety is-
sues for schools and commu-
nities, water conservation
and mental and physical
health.”

Overall, $2 million in priz-
es will be awarded during

this year’s edition of Solve
for Tomorrow.

Alice Drive Middle and the
other state winners must
submit a three-minute video
demonstrating how they are
using STEM to address the
issue raised in their lesson
plan.

The school’s STEM lead
teacher is Marina Mosnea-
guta, who is better known as
“Dr. M” at the school.

Based on those video sub-
missions, the field of 50 will
be whittled down to 10 na-
tional finalists who will
pitch their project to a team
of judges during an in-per-
son event in May.

Samsung employees will
once again serve as mentors.
They will be assigned to the
state winners on a one-to-
one basis to help guide
teams as they develop their
projects and build a proto-
type.

Afternoon of World Music to be held
Feb. 26 at First Presbyterian Church

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

The Woman’s Afternoon Music Club invites
the public to its annual — and newly named —
music program on Sunday, Feb. 26.

For more than 100 years, the club has shared
its expertise and talents in music with the Sum-
ter community through monthly meetings and
annual music programs. After its first “After-
noon of Sacred Music” concert since COVID-19
in March 2022, the ensemble is back with this an-
nual program, featuring a new name.

Now called “Afternoon of World Music,” this
year’s program will focus on music from around
the world, as early as the Renaissance to present

day. Through music, audience members will
travel the European continent — from France to
Germany to Italy and Spain before moving on to

Vote For Us!

Customer Service, Auto Parts,
Car and Truck Accessories

541 South Mill Street
Manning, SC 29102

Serbia. The program will also include traditional
Jewish, American Jazz and hymns before ending
with a rousing South African song, said Lauren
Decker, chairwoman of the program committee.

Alongside members of the club’s ensemble,
Kipper Ackerman, Joni Brown, Lauren Decker,
Caroline Mack, Annette Matthews, Kay Rasmus-
sen, Elizabeth Ryan, Jane Luther Smith, Hamil-
ton Stoddard, Emmett Anglin and Eddie Huss
will also perform.

The program will begin at 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
26, at First Presbyterian Church, 9 W. Calhoun
St. The event is free and open to the public.

BY ASHLEY MILLER
ashley@theitern.com

The need for volunteers
advocating for abused or
neglected children is still
at an all-time high in the
tri-county area, and resi-
dents are encouraged to
join the free training pro-
gram to become an advo-
cate.

The online training will
be held on Monday, Feb.
27, through The Cass
Elias McCarter Guardian
ad Litem Program, which
will be available to Lee,
Clarendon and Sumter
residents who have a con-
cern for victims of child
abuse and neglect.

“A volunteer guardian
ad litem once told me,
'Kids want to be listened
to and know that you
care,' and right now our
biggest challenge is find-
ing enough volunteers in
our local communities
who can do just that for
every child we serve,"
said Cassandra Hilton
with the S.C. Department
of Children's Advocacy
Guardian ad Litem Pro-
gram.

According to a news re-
lease, the Guardian ad
Litem Program was
founded in 1984 and offers
free training courses
throughout South Caroli-
na at various times
during the year to teach
community volunteers
how to advocate as guard-
ians ad litem for abused
and neglected children
who are involved in fami-
ly court legal proceedings
through the Department
of Social Services. Itis a
division of the South Car-
olina Department of Chil-
dren's Advocacy, an inde-
pendent state agency led

Volunteers for Guardian
ad Litem program needed,
free online training Feb. 27

by Director and State
Child Advocate Amanda
Whittle.

“As a volunteer guard-
ian ad litem, you have a
direct effect on the lives
of children by advocating
for them in the court-
room and ensuring their
voice is heard," Hilton
said.

Hilton is asking people
over the age of 21 who
have a clean criminal re-
cord and no previous DSS
case history and can
spare four to five hours a
month to take part and
“change a child’s life.”
Potential volunteers will
go through a background
check.

Once approved, volun-
teers will complete a 30-
hour training during six
weeks, and once appoint-
ed to a child by a judge,
volunteers get to know
the child and everyone in-
volved in the child’s life
to better understand the
child and their needs.
The volunteer will then
give recommendations to
the court, which helps
the judge make an in-
formed decision about the
child’s future, according
to Hilton.

"GAL volunteers pro-
vide a stable presence in
a child's life, remaining
on each case until the
child is placed in a safe,
permanent home," the re-
lease said.

Residents interested in
becoming a volunteer
must have an application
submitted by Feb. 25. For
more information and to
download the application,
visit www.gal.sc.gov.

To learn more about
volunteer and training
opportunities, call Hilton
at (803) 530-9190.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

A public meeting is scheduled for Friday, March
24,2023, at 10:00 a.m. for public schools, private
schools, parents, and citizens of Sumter School
District to provide information and gather
feedback and make recommendations regarding
the development of the 2023-2024 Federal
Programs projects. Sumter School District
Administrative Office (1345 Wilson Hall Road)

.
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Record 6,542 guns
intercepted at U.S.
airport security in 22

BY REBECCA SANTANA
Associated Press

ATLANTA — The woman flying out
of Philadelphia's airport last year re-
membered to pack snacks, prescription
medicine and a cellphone in her hand-
bag. But what was more important was
what she forgot to unpack: a loaded
.380-caliber handgun in a black holster.

The weapon was one of the 6,542 guns
the Transportation Security Adminis-
tration intercepted last year at airport
checkpoints across the country. The
number — roughly 18 per day — was an

all-time high for guns intercepted at U.S.

airports and is sparking concern at a
time when more Americans are armed.

"What we see in our checkpoints real-
ly reflects what we're seeing in society,
and in society there are more people
carrying firearms nowadays," TSA ad-
ministrator David Pekoske said.

With the exception of pandemic-dis-
rupted 2020, the number of weapons in-
tercepted at airport checkpoints has
climbed every year since 2010. Experts
don't think this is an epidemic of would-
be hijackers — nearly everyone caught
claims to have forgotten they had a gun
with them — but they emphasize the
danger even one gun can pose in the
wrong hands on a plane or at a check-
point.

Guns have been intercepted literally
from Burbank, California, to Bangor,
Maine. But it tends to happen more at
bigger airports in areas with laws more

friendly to carrying a gun, Pekoske said.

The top 10 list for gun interceptions in
2022 includes Dallas, Austin and Hous-
ton in Texas; three airports in Florida;
Nashville, Tennessee; Atlanta; Phoenix;
and Denver.

Pekoske isn't sure the "I forgot" ex-
cuse is always true or whether it's a nat-
ural reaction to getting caught. Regard-
less, he said, it's a problem that must
stop.

When TSA staffers see what they
think to be a weapon on the X-ray ma-
chine, they usually stop the belt so the
bag stays inside the machine and the
passenger can't get to it. Then they call
in local police.

Repercussions vary depending on
local and state laws. The person may be
arrested and have the gun confiscated.
But sometimes they're allowed to give
the gun to a companion not flying with
them and continue on their way. Un-
loaded guns can also be placed in
checked bags assuming they follow
proper procedures. The woman in Phil-
adelphia saw her gun confiscated and
was slated to be fined.

Those federal fines are the TSA's tool
to punish those who bring a gun to a
checkpoint. Last year TSA raised the
maximum fine to $14,950 as a deterrent.
Passengers also lose their PreCheck sta-
tus — it allows them to bypass some
types of screening — for five years. It
used to be three years, but about a year
ago the agency increased the time and
changed the rules. Passengers may also
miss their flight as well as lose their
gun. If federal officials can prove the

A television displays a “no
guns” sign at the Transpor-
tation Security Administra-
tion security area at the
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta
International Airport on
Jan. 25, 2023, in Atlanta.

AP FILE PHOTO

person intended to bring the gun past
the checkpoint into what's called the
airport's sterile area, it's a federal of-
fense.

Retired TSA official Keith Jeffries
said gun interceptions can also slow
other passengers in line.

"Tt's disruptive no matter what," Jef-
fries said. "It's a dangerous, prohibited
item and, let's face it, you should know
where your gun is at, for crying out
loud."

Experts and officials say the rise in
gun interceptions simply reflects that
more Americans are carrying guns.

The National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation, an industry trade group, tracks
FBI data about background checks com-
pleted for a firearm sale. The numbers
were a little more than 7 million in 2000
and about 16.4 million last year. They
went even higher during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

For the TSA officers searching for
prohibited items, it can be jarring.

In Atlanta, Janecia Howard was mon-
itoring the X-ray machine when she re-
alized she was looking at a gun in a pas-
senger's laptop bag. She immediately
flagged it as a "high-threat" item and po-
lice were notified.

Howard said it felt like her heart
dropped, and she was worried the pas-
senger might try to get the gun. It
turns out the passenger was a very
apologetic businessman who said he
simply forgot. Howard says she under-
stands travel can be stressful but that
people have to take care when they're

getting ready for a flight.

"You have to be alert and pay atten-
tion," she said. "It's your property."

Atlanta's airport, one of the world's
busiest with roughly 85,000 people going
through checkpoints on a busy day, had
the most guns intercepted in 2022 — 448
— but that number was actually lower
than the year before. Robert Spinden,
the TSA's top official in Atlanta, says
the agency and the airport made a big
effort in 2021 to try to address the large
number of guns being intercepted at
checkpoints.

An incident in November 2021 rein-
forced the need for their efforts. A TSA
officer noticed a suspected gun in a pas-
senger's bag. When the officer opened
the suitcase the man reached for the
gun, and it went off. People ran for the
exits, and the airport was shut down for
2 1/2 hours, the airport's general man-
ager Balram Bheodari said during a
congressional hearing last year.

Officials put in new signage to catch
the attention of gun owners. A holo-
gram over a checkpoint shows the
image of a revolving blue gun with a
red circle over the gun with a line
through it. Numerous 70-inch television
screens flash rotating messages that
guns are not allowed.

"There's signage all over the airport.
There is announcements, holograms,
TVs. There's quite a bit of information
that is sort of flashing before your eyes
to just try to remind you as a last-ditch
effort that if you do own a firearm, do
you know where it's at?" Spinden said.

In experiment, zaps to spine help 2 stroke survivors move arms

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD
AP Medical Writer

WASHINGTON — A stroke
left Heather Rendulic with lit-
tle use of her left hand and
arm, putting certain everyday
tasks like tying shoes or cut-
ting foods out of reach.

"T live one-handed in a
two-handed world, and you
don't realize how many things
you need two hands for until
you only have one good one,"
the Pittsburgh woman told
The Associated Press.

So Rendulic volunteered for
a first-of-its-kind experiment:
Researchers implanted a de-
vice that zaps her spinal cord
in spots that control hand and
arm motion. When they
switched it on, she could grasp
and manipulate objects —
moving a soup can, opening a
lock and by the end of the
four-week study, cutting her
own steak.

It's not a cure — the im-
provements ended after scien-
tists removed the temporary
implant — and the pilot study
included only Rendulic and
one other stroke survivor. But
the preliminary results, pub-
lished Monday, mark a step to-
ward one day restoring mobil-
ity for this extremely common
type of paralysis.

"They're not just getting
flickers of movement. They're
getting something important,"
said Dr. Jason Carmel, a Co-
lumbia University neurologist
who wasn't involved with the
new experiment but also stud-
ies ways to recover upper-limb
function. "It's a very exciting
proof of concept."

Nearly 800,000 people in the
U.S. alone suffer a stroke each
year. Even after months of re-
habilitation, well over half are
left with permanently im-
paired arm and hand function
that can range from muscle
weakness to paralysis.

Experiments by multiple re-
search groups have found that
implanting electrodes to stim-
ulate the lower spine shows
promise for restoring leg and
foot movement to people para-
lyzed after a spinal cord inju-
ry — some have even taken
steps.

But upper-limb paralysis
has gotten little attention and
is inherently more challeng-
ing. The brain must signal
multiple nerves that control
how the shoulder lifts, the
wrist turns and the hand flex-
es. Stroke damage makes it
harder for those messages to

not enough to enable move-
ment," said University of
Pittsburgh assistant professor
Marco Capogrosso, who led
the new research with col-
leagues at Carnegie Mellon
University. "These messages
are weaker than normal."

His idea: Stimulate a path-
way of related nerve cells so
they're better able to sense
and pick up the brain's weak
signal.

"We're not bypassing their
control. We're enhancing their
capabilities to move their own
arm," he said.

Researchers turned to im-
plants the size of spaghetti
strands that already are used
to stimulate the spine for
chronic pain treatment. The
implants carry electrodes that

are placed on the surface of
the spinal cord to deliver puls-
es of electricity to the targeted
nerve cells — which for hand
and arm control are in the
spine's neck region.

Rendulic and a second,
more severely impaired volun-
teer could move better as soon
as the stimulator was
switched on — and by the
study's end showed improved
muscle strength, dexterity and
range of motion, researchers
reported Monday in the jour-
nal Nature Medicine. Surpris-
ingly, both participants re-
tained some improvement for
about a month after the im-
plants were removed.

Rendulic, now 33, was per-
forming some fine-motor
tasks for the first time since
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suffering a stroke in her 20s.
That unusually young stroke,
caused by weak blood vessels
that bled inside her brain, ini-
tially paralyzed her entire left
side. She learned to walk
again but — with the excep-
tion of those four weeks with
spinal stimulation — cannot
fully open her left hand or
completely raise that arm.

"You feel like there's a barri-
er between your brain and
your arm," Rendulic said. But
with the stimulation on, "I
could immediately sense that,
like, oh my arm and hand are
still there."

Two other researchers who
helped pioneer experiments
stimulating the lower limbs of
people with spinal cord inju-
ries say it's logical to now try

the technology for stroke.

While bigger and longer
studies are needed, the new
results "are really promising,"
said Mayo Clinic assistant pro-
fessor Peter Grahn.

Scientists have learned from
research with lower limbs that
"it may not matter where that
injury occurs, if it's something
in the brain or it's a spinal
cord injury," added University
of Louisville professor Susan
Harkema. "Targeting the
human spinal cord circuitry
has a lot of potential.”

With National Institutes of
Health funding, Capogrosso is
studying the approach in a few
more stroke survivors. The re-
searchers also have formed a
company to further develop
the technology.
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Betrayal wrecks marriage at beginning of retirement

DEAR ABBY — counselor seems to think he is
I'min leaving the door open to one
mourning for day return. He still comes
my husband. once a month to pay the bills.
He's still However, when he does, he
alive, but he doesn't want me there. He
up and left texts to make sure I will be
six months gone for a few hours, so I
Dear Abb agoandsent leave.
ear y me a text I miss him, but I can't get be-
ABIGAIL saying he's yond the pain and betrayal. He
VAN BUREN done. He is has lost a ton of weight and
living with looks terrible. He has aged so
another much. He's 66, clinically de-

pressed and an alcoholic. He's
also a narcissist. He would
never admit he did something
wrong; it was always "my
fault." I never knew what I
would be facing after work.
I'm still in the house and
slowly packing up his clutter
that I was never allowed to
touch. (He is a hoarder.) I'm
lonely, but I'm enjoying my
peace. We don't communicate
at all. My question is, do you

woman. I didn't see it coming.
We were planning our retire-
ment move up to our cabin.
One weekend he kicked me
out of the cabin, and three
hours later had her join him
there.

I feel so lost. At this point, I
don't want him back because I
feel he has committed the ulti-
mate betrayal. I have started
counseling because I'm so con-
fused, grieving and upset. My

think he is going to come

walking back in like nothing

happened?

Abandoned in Minnesota

DEAR ABANDONED — I hope not!
And if he did show up, why on

Earth would you want him

back? (Frankly, I am surprised
that your therapist would sug-
gest you would open the door
to him.) You are free. Consult

an attorney, clear out the

physical and emotional debris

in your life and enjoy it.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren,

also known as Jeanne Phillips, and was

founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

What teens need to know about sex, drugs,
AIDS and getting along with peers and par-
ents is in‘What Every Teen Should Know.”
Send your name and mailing address, plus
check or money order for $8 (U.S. funds) to:

Dear Abby, Teen Booklet, P.O. Box 447,

Mount Morris, IL 61054-0447. (Shipping

and handling are included in the price.)
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on the law enforcement side is vic-
tims and witnesses not coming for-
ward with information.

“We’re in the dark. People don’t
want to give us video footage of any-
thing because they’re afraid of retal-
iation,” he said. “The main purpose
of that meeting was to ask the com-
munity for some help. It’s their com-
munity; we want to help them any
way we can to stop the violence.”

During the meeting, Phillips asked
the community to provide him with
their suggestions on how law en-
forcement could assist. He promised
that he would take the time to work
through the suggestions that could
lead to an arrest.

“That’s what my job is. To stop
this stuff,” he stated.

What really led Phillips to meet
with the neighborhood association
was a recent call from a resident
who shared how afraid she was to go
outside and even boarded up her

windows and doors for protection.

“I have an issue with that,” Phil-
lips said. “People should not have to
live in fear like that for their own
safety and in their own home. That
is your home. That is your safe
haven.”

One member suggested putting a
sheriff’s office substation back in the
area, which was previously placed
on Manning Avenue, to have officers
more established in the area.

Phillips agreed with the suggestion
but said deputies are always on the
go when it comes to patrol and can-
not sit in one place for too long. He
also noted there is a shortage across
the country for law enforcement,
making it even more difficult to have
an operating substation.

Another Turkey Creek resident
suggested more patrol presence in
the area at night when there’s more
activity.

“Most definitely presence, and
that’s what we’ve been doing,” Phil-
lips said. “We’ll go into the area,
we’ll be present in those areas, but
as soon as we leave, it happens.”

According to reports, the crimes
occur most between 10 p.m. and 4
a.m. However, more recently, they’ve
occurred in the middle of the day.
Phillips said the last two or three
shootings took place in daylight.

“It makes it challenging,” Phillips
said, not having a pattern to follow.

Property crimes tend to have a pat-
tern and can be planned for, but vio-
lent crimes like a shooting are at
random and hard to track or preplan
for, according to Phillips.

A member asked Phillips if there
was anything they could do as resi-
dents to assist in solving the prob-
lem, and he encouraged them to be
watchdogs for unknown individuals,
suspicious cars driving slowly and
other things that look out of place in
their community.

He encourages the community to
contact him directly for information
if not the sheriff’s office non-emer-
gency line.

“If you see something, say some-
thing. If you see a suspicious car rid-
ing around, call us. Let us come
check it out. It can be anonymous,”

he said. “Just communally be more
vigilant on what’s happening in the
area.”

However, in the case of an emer-
gency, residents should call 911.

“My main purpose is to try and
build a relationship back with the
community to show we’re here to
help; we’re not here to be bad police.
This is y’all’s community, and we
want to make y’all’s community
safe,” Phillips said. “Because this is
unacceptable.”

Some arrests have been made in
connection to the Turkey Creek
and Mooneyham area violent
crimes, but both the Sumter Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and Sumter Po-
lice Department continue to seek
information and follow leads for
other possible suspects as shoot-
ings and other violent crimes con-
tinue in the area.

If you have any information per-
taining to these crimes that could
lead to an arrest, you are encour-
aged to contact the Sumter County
Sheriff’s Office at (803) 436-2000 or
Crime Stoppers 1-888-CRIME-SC.

MURDAUGH

FROM PAGE AT

In the summer, she pre-
ferred the beach to the fami-
ly’s inland hunting estate, Mo-
selle, where Murdaugh gener-
ally stayed. It was hot and
buggy, and on June 7, there’d
been people working on the
beach house, according to her
sister, Marian Proctor, and
her text message records.

She decided to trust the
workers to lock up and go to
Moselle anyway. Murdaugh’s
father was in poor health, and
that day, he was readmitted to
the hospital, apparently near
death. Proctor urged her sis-
ter to go be with her husband
and support him. She thought
the couple planned to visit
Murdaugh’s parents.

But contrary to what Mur-
daugh told SLED agents
months later, the idea of com-
ing home was not hers alone.
Maggie’s text messages indi-
cate that Murdaugh asked her
to come back. And Proctor
testified that when she talked
to her sister around 4 p.m.
that day, Maggie told her Mur-
daugh “needed her to come
back.”

She didn’t speak with her
sister again.

AFTER DINNER

Murdaugh to SLED agent and
a sheriff’s deputy, the night of
the killings: “I was up at the
house. I laid down, took a nap
on the couch probably 25-30
minutes.”

Murdaugh to SLED agents,
June 10: “Tt wasn’t much time
between me waking up and me
leaving the house.”
Murdaugh, asked by SLED
agents Aug. 11 if he’d been to
the Moselle property’s dog ken-
nels that night: “At 9 p.m.? No
sir.”

Law partner Ronnie Crosby,
on whether Murdaugh told
him he’d gone to the kennels:
“He specifically said that he
did not.”

Proctor knew Murdaugh
had a habit of dozing off on

the couch after work, so the
story he told after the killings
was not out of place.

Murdaugh told police, his
law partners and Maggie’s
mother that he’d fallen asleep,
while either watching TV or
scrolling on his phone, ac-
cording to witness testimony
and recorded statements.

He gave similar information
to the 911 dispatcher and the
first Colleton County sheriff’s
deputy to arrive on scene. He
told each of them it had been
some time — roughly two
hours — from when he last
saw Maggie and Paul to when
he found them dead. That
timeline correlates to when
they left after dinner to visit
the dog kennels.

Murdaugh’s phone was con-
spicuously quiet for nearly an
hour — from 8:10 p.m. to 9:02
p.m. — though he normally
used it heavily. That would
seem to bolster the nap story,
but investigators came to
think Murdaugh had actually
joined Maggie and Paul at the
kennels.

At 8:40 p.m., Paul talked on
the phone with a close friend,
Rogan Gibson, whose puppy
Cash he was looking after.
Gibson, who said he consid-
ered the Murdaughs a second
family, wanted Paul to show
him an injury his dog might
have suffered. He heard Mag-
gie in the background of the
call; he was sure of that, and
he later told police he was
fairly certain he heard Alex
Murdaugh’s voice, too.

It took months for investiga-
tors to get access to Paul’s
cellphone, but when they got
in, they found a video he’d
taken of Cash at 8:45 p.m. Sev-
eral witnesses — Paul’s
friends, one of Murdaugh’s
law partners, his brother-in-
law and his dogs’ caretaker —
have said they recognize Mur-
daugh’s voice in the back-
ground.

Yet when his law partners
asked him if he’d been to the
kennels, Murdaugh said no,
according to Crosby. He gave
the same answer when SLED
agents asked him the question
point-blank in August.

Soral Conpeany
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Prosecutors have estimated
the time Maggie and Paul
were killed by tracking when
they stopped answering calls,
responding to messages and
otherwise using their phones.
They did not put forward tes-
timony from a coroner or pa-
thologist to estimate their
times of death by any other
means.

Their phones’ activity
ended when each locked
around 8:49 p.m.

Murdaugh left the house at
9:06 p.m. to visit his mother.

HOUSE CALL

Murdaugh to the first respond-
ing officer on June 7: “I was
probably gone an hour and a
half for my mom’s.”
Murdaugh, asked by SLED
agents Aug. 11 how often he

visited his mother late at night:

“Tt wasn’t infrequent. It wasn’t
all the time. I mean, I visited
her all times of day.”

Murdaugh’s mother, Libby,
was suffering severe Alzhei-
mer’s disease in June 2021,
and she had two caregivers to
watch after her around the
clock at her home, about a
20-minute drive from Moselle.
Shelley Smith worked the
night shift.

She said it was odd to re-
ceive visitors on her shift,
which started around 8 p.m.
She testified Murdaugh may
have come see his mother at
night before, but it was an un-
usual occurrence. He told po-
lice he felt compelled to go
comfort his mother since his
father had gone to the hospi-
tal, though the woman was
asleep when he arrived.
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had named a state campaign
director, Marshall Moreau,
who managed the 2022 cam-
paign of Republican attorney
general candidate Brenna
Bird. Bird defeated Democrat
Tom Miller, who had been the
longest-serving attorney gen-
eral in the country, first elect-
ed in 1978.

Trump has maintained an
Towa political presence, with
a national campaign team
member, Alex Latcham,
based in the state. But Trump
held a Kkickoff rally on Jan. 28
in South Carolina, where his
2016 primary victory sealed
his status as GOP frontrun-
ner. And he squeezed in a
speaking spot earlier that day
at the annual state GOP
meeting in New Hampshire,
where he also won the first-
in-the-nation primary seven
years ago.

Though the caucuses re-
main nearly a year off, they
remain the first event on the
calendar, and some Iowa
GOP activists have taken no-
tice of Trump's absence.

"T found that quite interest-
ing," Gloria Mazza, chair-
woman of the Polk County
GOP, said of Trump's New
Hampshire and South Caroli-
na stops. "Because Iowa is
first in the nation, doesn't ev-
erybody come here first?"

Meanwhile, others are
making inroads.

Though Pence is not yet a
candidate, his advocacy
group Advancing American
Values last week launched a

campaign to organize opposi-
tion to school policies like one
in an eastern Iowa district
that has become a flashpoint
among conservatives.

Pence was in Cedar Rapids
on Wednesday rallying oppo-
nents of a policy by the near-
by Linn-Mar Community
School District that's at issue
in a federal lawsuit. The
school board last year enact-
ed a measure allowing trans-
gender students to request a
gender support plan to begin
socially transitioning at
school without the permis-
sion of their parents.

The issue, an early focus of
2024 Republican presidential
prospects, is particularly con-
tentious among Christian
conservatives, with whom
Pence routinely says he iden-
tifies. And at Wednesday's
event at a pizza restaurant —
it had the feel of an early cau-
cus campaign stop — Pence
illustrated its traction.

"We don't co-parent with
government," Pence told a
cheering audience of more
than 100. "We trust parents to
protect their children and no
one will ever protect Ameri-
ca's children better than their
moms and dads."

Haley had rallies planned
in the Des Moines and Cedar
Rapids areas on Monday and
Tuesday. Meanwhile, Scott is
speaking at an event at Drake
University on Wednesday,
part of what aides call a na-
tional listening tour aimed at
informing his plans, before
addressing the annual Polk
County Republican fundrais-
er in suburban Des Moines
that evening.
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hitches

1255 N. Lafayette « Sumter

¢ Single or Double Axles

e Equipment, Car Haulers

e B&W Tow & Stow Receiver Hitches
LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1967 ° Utility, Landscaping, and ATV

Dixie Products

775-4391

Current Hours: 8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Friday
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COMMENTARY

Will Biden's primary schedule have unintended consequences?

or a president who
roclaimed proudly in

his annual speech that

his policies have made
the state of the union good,
Joe Biden betrayed a certain
insecurity when, just two days
before, he caused the Demo-
cratic National Committee to
change its presidential prima-
ry schedule for 2024.

The reasons for Biden's in-
security are obvious. Only
31% of self-identified Demo-
crats want to renominate
Biden for a second term as
president, according to a Jan.
27-Feb. 1 Washington Post poll,
while 58% would "like the
Democratic party to nominate
someone other than Biden."
That's a weaker showing
among Democratic voters
than Lyndon Johnson's in
early 1968, two months before
he dropped out of the race.

Under the DNC's new rules,
for the first time in 50 years,
the party's nomination race
will no longer begin with the
Towa caucuses and the New
Hampshire primary. In 2020,
Biden finished fifth in those
contests, with 15% and 8%, re-
spectively. (Actually, there's
some question about the Iowa
numbers since Iowa Democrats
count not voters but "state con-
vention delegate equivalents"
and their computer counting
process broke down.)

Now, Democrats say that
South Carolina gets to vote
first on Feb. 3. In that state
last time, Biden won 49% of
the vote in a 12-candidate field
after an endorsement from
the state's lone Black Demo-
cratic congressman, Rep.
James Clyburn. Biden won 41

COMMENTARY

of 47 primaries and caucuses
held after South Carolina.

For 2024, the rules allow
New Hampshire and Nevada
to vote three days later, on
Feb. 6, to be followed perhaps
by Georgia on Feb. 13 and
Michigan on Feb. 27. Iowa,
scorned for its counting fias-
o, is not on the list.

The Democratic Party is the
oldest political party in the
world and
has, from its
beginnings,
been a coali-
tion of out-
groups of
people not
considered
typically
American but
who, when
they hold to-
gether, can
assemble a national majority.
The primary schedule in the
past has been refashioned to
give one subgroup an advan-
tage over others. Back in the
Vietnam War years, for exam-
ple, Iowa-born strategist Alan
Baron pushed the state's im-
portance because of its histor-
ic pacifist and dovish tilt. New
Hampshire Democrats, ner-
vous about a planned nuclear
plant, had been considered
pro-environment.

The Biden reschedule gives
primacy to Black voters. In
2020, black people made up
only 3% of Iowa Democratic
caucusgoers and 3% of New
Hampshire Democratic vot-
ers. But they were 56% of
Democratic voters in South
Carolina, and Biden won 61%
of their votes. Georgia and
Michigan's 2020 Democratic

Michael
Barone

Believe Isaiah's report that
Jesus came meek and lowly

ur devotion for

today is “Isaiah’s

Picture of the Birth

of Jesus Christ,”
and my text is Isaiah 53:1-2
,where we see, “Who hath be-
lieved our report? and to
whom is the arm of the LORD
revealed? For he shall grow
up before him as a tender
plant, and as a root out of a
dry ground: he hath no form
nor comeliness; and when we
shall see him, there is no
beauty that we should desire
him.” (KJV)

This chapter is perhaps the
greatest Messianic prophecy
in the Bible! I was told about
a preacher who was witness-
ing to a Jew one day, and he
quoted Isaiah chapter 53 to
this person, who told him, “I

port? and to whom is the arm
of the LORD revealed?” From
Isaiah’s day to our time, those
Jews who will even read this
chapter in Isaiah have strug-
gled to understand how their
Messiah would suffer. The
Holy Spirit, through Isaiah,
begins to help with this strug-
gle by beginning with the cir-
cumstances surrounding the
birth of Jesus Christ. In His
first coming, Christ came in a
lowly manner.

The birth of Jesus Christ in
Bethlehem was not that of a
conquering king. His appear-
ance on this earth was as a
tender plant, meek and lowly.
God’s Son willingly laid aside
His outward glory and came
as a babe in a lowly manger.
He grew up before God and

don’t read or believe
in your Christian New
Testament!” The
preacher responded
with, “I’'m not quoting
the New Testament.
I’'m quoting the proph-
et Isaiah.”

man as a humble, ten-
der young child. The
first coming of Christ
was as a “root out of
a dry ground,” which
speaks of the spiritu-
ally dry condition of
Israel in that day.

That Jewish person
had no idea that Isa-
iah 53 was indeed
speaking of Jesus
Christ, the Messiah of Israel
and the Savior of the world.
Here in chapter 53, the Holy
Spirit takes Isaiah to several
places in the life of Christ to
paint a beautiful picture of
the suffering servant of Jeho-
vah, which is prefaced in
chapter 52:13-14. “Behold, my
servant shall deal prudently,
he shall be exalted and ex-
tolled, and be very high. As
many were astonied at thee;
his visage was so marred
more than any man, and his
form more than the sons of
men.” (KJV)

Isaiah begins this inspired
revealing of the Savior by
magnifying the legitimacy of
the “report” that God gave
him to deliver by asking
“Who hath believed our re-

Joey Durham

When Isaiah
penned, “he hath no
form nor comeliness;

and when we shall see
him, there is no beauty that
we should desire him,” he
prophesied how Israel, look-
ing for the appearance of a
conquering Messiah, would
not see the beauty in God
sending His Son meek and
lowly. So as a result, Israel
was not interested in Jesus,
nor did they desire Him.

I am so glad that I have be-
lieved Isaiah’s report and
how he revealed my Savior
and Israel’s Messiah! Have
you?

Joey Durham is pastor at
Open Bible Baptist Church at
180 Old Manning Road in
Sumter. You can contact Pas-
tor Durham at durham.joey@
yahoo.com or call the church
office at (803) 481-9315.

primary electorates were 28%
and 19% Black, respectively.

The losing Democratic con-
stituency from the Biden re-
shuffle is the gentry liberals,
generally isolated as white
college graduates. These days,
they're the leftmost Democrat-
ic constituency on many is-
sues, less supportive of
strengthening the military, re-
ducing crime and reducing
budget deficits, according to
Pew Research.

In post-George Floyd Min-
neapolis, Black people voted
against and gentry liberals
voted for defunding the police.
"Black voters," Clinton coun-
selor Paul Begala tells the
New York Times' Thomas Ed-
sall, "are the most loyal Demo-
crats and the most sensible,
practical, strategic and mod-
erate voters."

One potential candidate
hurt by the Biden reshuffle is
his 2020 rival and current
Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg, who leads Biden in
at least one New Hampshire
poll. In 2020, "Mayor Pete," as
he was then called, ran close
(no one knows exactly how
close) to Bernie Sanders in
Iowa and then lost to Sanders
by 26% to 24% in New Hamp-
shire. Exit polls showed him
leading Sanders among white
college grads in both states.

Black voters, however, have
been less supportive of gay
rights and unwilling to sup-
port openly gay candidates.
One South Carolina poll had
Buttigieg with 0% among
Black Democrats. Putting
South Carolina first threatens
to put the kibosh on a Butti-

that his performance at DOT
— on paternity leave during
the supply chain crisis, pre-
dicting smooth flying during
the Christmas holiday —
hasn't already done so.

By the way, it's not clear
why Buttigieg, the former
mayor of South Bend (popula-
tion 103,000), Indiana, has
been regarded as stronger
presidential timber than
Jared Polis, who is also gay,
and who was just reelected as
governor of Colorado (popula-
tion 5,840,000) by a margin (20
points) comparable to Ron De-
Santis' in Florida and larger
than the margins of Demo-
cratic governors in California,
New York and Illinois.

It's also not clear that the
DNC's Biden schedule will ac-
tually happen. In the 1970s,
the primary calendar was de-
termined by Democrats be-
cause most states had Demo-
cratic legislatures. Today,
however, most states don't.

The DNC will probably pre-
vent Jowa Democrats (but not
Republicans) from holding a
caucus. But New Hampshire's
Republican governor and leg-
islature (and New Hampshire
Democrats, too) want to keep
their first-in-the-nation pri-
mary, and state law has com-
manded that it be held before
any other state's. (I've always
wondered what would happen
if another state passed a law
scheduling its primary a week
before New Hampshire's.)

New Hampshire polls may
not mind DNC penalties such
as not seating their tiny num-
ber of delegates (32 out of
4,523, according to prelimi-

gan and Florida held earli-
er-than-permitted primaries
in 2008 that threatened to cost
them half their much larger
delegations.

There is something bizarre
about America's presidential
delegate selection process,
about how Iowa and New
Hampshire have monopolized
their first spots for half a cen-
tury as if they were enshrined
in the Constitution and about
how those who have fiddled
with the schedule have as
often as not produced unin-
tended consequences.

The Biden reshuffle is de-
signed to produce a smooth
path for his renomination.
But what if, in Republican
pre-South Carolina contests,
Ron DeSantis (or someone
else) knocks off Donald
Trump, whom current polls
show to be Biden's weakest
opponent and thus his best
chance for reelection? Does
some lone opponent then
knock out Joe Biden, as Eu-
gene McCarthy did Lyndon
Johnson in 1968?

Of course, that may not
happen — you might have a
scenario that will. The lesson
is that there's no perfect way
to pick presidential nominees,
and most voters hope the na-
tion does better than it has
the last couple of times.

Michael Barone is a senior po-
litical analyst for the Washing-
ton Examiner, resident fellow
at the American Enterprise In-
stitute and longtime co-author
of The Almanac of American
Politics.

Sen. J. Thomas McElveen llI,

D-Sumter

Sumter

508 Gressette Building

(803) 775-1263 (office, Sumter)
(803) 212-6132 (office, Columbia)
(803) 778-0597 (home)

DISTRICT 36

Sen. Kevin L. Johnson, D-Manning
Clarendon, Darlington, Florence, Sumter
606 Gressette Building

Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 435-8117 (home)

(803) 212-6024 (office, Columbia)

DISTRICT 50

Rep. Will Wheeler 11, D-Bishopville
Kershaw, Lee, Sumter

4228 Blatt Building

Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 484-5454 (office, Bishopville)
(803) 212-6958 (office, Columbia)
(803) 428-3161 (home)

DISTRICT 51

Rep. J. David Weeks, D-Sumter
Sumter

308D Blatt Building

Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 775-5856 (office, Sumter)
(803) 734-3102 (office, Columbia)
(803) 775-4228 (home)

DISTRICT 64

Rep. Fawn Pedalino, R-Manning
Clarendon, Sumter

314A Blatt Building

Columbia, SC29201

(803) 566-0120

(803) 212-6929 (office)

DISTRICT 67

Rep. Murrell Smith Jr., R-Sumter
Sumter

506 Blatt Building

Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 734-3125

(803) 469-4416 (home)

DISTRICT 70

Rep. Wendy C. Brawley, D-Hopkins
Richland, Sumter

(803) 776-9286 (home)
(803) 212-6961 (office)

SUMTER COUNTY COUNCIL
DISTRICT 1

Carlton Washington

13 E. Canal St.

Sumter, SC29150

(803) 436-2102 (home)
cwashington@sumtercountysc.org

DISTRICT 2
Artie Baker

3680 Bakersfield Lane
Dalzell, SC 29040
(803) 469-3638 (home)

DISTRICT 3

Jimmy R. Byrd Jr.
PO Box 1913
Sumter, SC 29151
(803) 468-1719 (cell)
(803) 436-2108 (fax)
Jjbyrd@sumtercountysc.org

DISTRICT 4

Charles T. Edens

3250 Home Place Road
Sumter, SC29150

(803) 775-0044 (home)
(803) 236-5759 (cell)
charlestedens@gmail.com

DISTRICT 5

Vivian Fleming-McGhaney
9770 Lynches River Road
Lynchburg, SC 29080

(803) 437-2797 (home)

(803) 495-3247 (office)
vmeghaney@sumtercountysc.org

DISTRICT 6

James T. McCain Jr. — Chairman
317 W. Bartlette St.

Sumter, SC29150

(803) 773-2353 (home)

(803) 607-2777 (cell)
Jmccain@sumtercountysc.org

DISTRICT 7

Gene Baten
PO Box 3193
Sumter, SC29151

- Vice Chairman

SUMTER CITY COUNCIL
MAYOR

David Merchant

26 Paisley Park

Sumter, SC29150

(803) 773-1086
dmerchant@sumtersc.gov

WARD 2

James Blassingame

PO Box 3488

Sumter, SC29151

(803) 840-1029
jblassingame@sumtersc.gov

WARD 3

Calvin K. Hastie Sr.
810'S. Main St.
Sumter, SC29150
(803) 774-7776
chastie@sumtersc.gov

WARD 4

Steve Corley

115 Raddliff Drive
Sumter, SC29150
(803) 305-1566
scorley@sumtersc.gov

WARD 5

Colin Davis

720 Oak Brook Blvd.
Sumter, SC29150
(803) 494-3337
cdavis@sumtersc.gov

WARD 6

Gifford Shaw

28 Paisley Park

Sumter, SC 29150

(803) 773-5918
gshaw@sumtersc.gov
SUMTER SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
AREA 1

Daniel Palumbo

6585 Hidden Haven Rd.
Sumter, SC29154

(803) 883-6119

daniel. palumb schools.net

gieg candidacy, to the extent nary estimates), just as Michi- © 2023 CREATORS.COM
WHO REPRESENTS YOU
STATE LAWMAKERS 309D B[att Building (803) 773-0815 (home) AREA 2
DISTRICT 35 Columbia, SC29201 council@sumtercountysc.org Brittany English

6760 Spring Hill Rd.

Rembert, SC29128

(803) 968-8899
brittany.english@sumterschools.net

AREA 3

Ralph Canty, Sr., D.Min.
Chairman

104 S. Salem Ave.

Sumter, SC29150

(803) 983-1469

AREA 4

Tarah Cousar-Johnson

4770 Narrow Paved Rd.

Lynchburg, SC 29080

(843) 412-4811
tarah.cousarjohnson@sumterschools.net

AREA 5

Shawn T. Ragin, D.Min.
Clerk

3835 Quiet Court

Sumter, SC 29150

(803) 464-6859
Shawnragin89@gmail.com

AREA 6

Matthew “Mac” McLeod
2985 Bruce Circle

Sumter, SC 29154

(803) 938-2701/Cell
mac.mcleod@sumterschools.net

AREA 7

Shery Smith

1300 Goodson Rd.

Sumter, SC29153

(803) 983-7157
shery.smith@sumterschools.net

AREA 8

Jeffrey Zell

440 Veranda Dr.

Sumter, SC29150

(803) 697-0797
Jeftzell@sumterschools.net

AREA 9

Bonnie S. Disney

Vice Chairwoman

Swan Lake Dr.

Sumter, SC29150

(803) 983-0268
bonnie.disney@sumterschools.net
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Please
note that due to the threat
of COVID-19, some of the
following events may be
cancelled or rescheduled un-
expectedly.

The Sumter Opera House, 21
N. Main St., Main Stage Series
will present the following:
7:30 p.m. Friday, March 10,
singer/songwriter Haley Re-
inhart; 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
April 1, The 5th Dimension;
and 7:30 p.m. Friday, April
21, The Lettermen. Visit
https://www.sumteropera-
house.com/mainstage for
more details.

The Sumter Little Theatre will
present the following: 7 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday and 3
p.m. Sunday, March 23-26,
March 30-31 and April 1-2,
"Into the Woods"; and 7:30
p.m. Thursday-Saturday
and 3 p.m. Sunday, "The
Phantom Tollbooth". The
Sumter Little Theatre is lo-
cated at 14 Mood Ave. For
more information or to pur-
chase tickets, visit http://
www.sumterlittletheatre.
com/index.html or call
(803) 775-2150.

The NAACP Sumter County
Branch Annual Black History
Program will be held at 10
a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 25, at
St. Luke AME Church, 2355
N. St. Paul Church Road.
The Rev. Lemuel Washing-
ton will speak.

Sons of Mystro, a musical duo
that plays more than 10
genres of music using the vio-
lin, will perform at 7:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, March 1, at
the Sumter Opera House, 21
N. Main St. Born to a Barba-
dian mother and Jamaican

father, brothers Malcolm
and Umoja honed their vio-
lin-playing skills in the
south Florida school system
and now tour and share
their reggae style music
with the world. Call (803)
436-2616 for information.

A Made in Sumter Craft Fair
will be held from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Saturday, March 4,
at the Sumter County Mu-
seum, 122 N. Washington St.
This event will feature
handmade crafts and mer-
chandise as well as food
trucks. Email droof@sum-
tercountymuseum.org or
visit www.sumtercounty-
museum.org .

The 10th Annual Barbecue
Cook-Off benefiting Boy
Scouts of America will be
held Friday-Saturday, March
24-25, at the Sumter County
Fairgrounds Agricultural
Building, 700 W. Liberty St.
Wing ding will be held from
5:30 to 9 p.m. Friday with
barbecue tasting and com-
petition being held from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. For
information, call Glenn But-
ton at (803) 983-9934 or
email glenn.button@yahoo.
com. Visit https://peedee-
scouts.org/support-scout-
ing/bbq-cookoff/.

Sumter SwanCon is back and
better than ever. Presented
by USC Sumter and the
Sumter County Cultural
Commission, SwanCon will
be held from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Saturday, March 25,
at USC Sumter, 200 Miller
Road. This family-friendly
event will feature products
and/or services related to
comic books, comic strips,
animation or other related
pop culture items.

PUBLICAGENDA

EDITOR'S NOTE: Due to
the ongoing threat of
COVID-19, some meetings/
events may be cancelled, re-
scheduled or held virtually.

SUMTER CITY COUNCIL
Today, 5:30 p.m., Sumter Opera
House, 21 N. Main St.

CLARENDON COUNTY PLANNING &
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Today, 6 p.m., planning
commission office, 411 Sunset
Drive, Manning

GREATER SUMTER CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Wednesday, noon, chamber office

SUMTER CITY-COUNTY PLANNING
COMMISSION

Wednesday, 3 p.m., fourth floor,
Sumter Opera House, Council
Chambers

SUMTER COUNTY DEVELOPMENT
BOARD
Thursday, 7:45 a.m., 10 E. Liberty St.

LEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Thursday, 6:30 p.m., The meeting
will be virtual and the public can
join by calling 877-853-5247 or 888-
788-0099, Meeting ID: 828 3537
7052, Password: 678963. Join at
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86910205361?pwd=dHJYNHQvV
cXIkY2RjU2XxwZmNZRG1sUTO09

SUATS MPO POLICY COMMITTEE
Friday, Feb. 24, 8:30 a.m., Sumter
City Council Chambers, fourth
floor, 21 N. Main St.

WEATHER

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2023

AccuWeather’ five-day forecast for Sumter @ AccuWeather| Discover our app

TODAY TONIGHT WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Breezy in the Mostly cloudy and Times of clouds and Breezy Pleasant with Cloudy, a shower;
morning mild sun clouds and sun cooler
78° 58° 79°/63° 85°/63° 76°/50° 54°/48°
Chance of rain: 10% Chance of rain: 25% Chance of rain: 5% Chance of rain: 10% Chance of rain: 20% Chance of rain: 65%
WSW 8-16 mph SW 7-14 mph SW 8-16 mph WSW 10-20 mph N7-14mph ENE 7-14 mph
& Gaffriey
Q 74/54
TODAY'’S Q Spartanburg
Greenville 75/54
SOUTH 77/54
CAROLINA po Florence
Bishopville 78/58
WEATHER 77/57 @
Temperatures shown on map are Columbia @ Sumter
today’s highs and tonight's lows. 75/59 78/58 Myrtle
IN THE MOUNTAINS Manning q Beach
Q 77/58 75/58
Today: Variable cloudiness. Winds .
Aiken
west-southwest 8-16 mph.
; 75/59
Wednesday: Variably cloudy and warm.
Winds southwest 7-14 mph.
ON THE COAST Charleston
Today: Variable cloudiness. High 69 to 77. 79/60 @
Wednesday: Partly sunny; however, more
clouds in northern parts. High 67 to 79.
LOCAL ALMANAC LAKE LEVELS SUN AND MOON
SUMTER THROUGH 2 PM. MONDAY Lak FuIII 7am. 24r;hr Sunrise  7:00a.m.  Sunset 6:11 p.m.
ake pool yest. chg Moonrise 8:08 M .
T t oonrise  8:08 a.m. oonset  8:01 p.m.
Hei;:fe'a ure 0 Murray 360 35685 +0.06 ; il ) \
Lo a5e Marion 768 7526 -0.03 First u ast ! eﬁ”\
Normal high 60° Moultrie 755 74.01 none -~ 2 —
Normal low  36° Wateree 100  97.99 -0.21
Record high 82°in 2014 Feb. 27 Mar. 7 Mar.14  Mar. 21
Recordlow  10°in 2015 RIVER STAGES
. TIDES
R Flood 7a.m. 24-hr
Precipitation River stage yest. chg AT MYRTLE BEACH
24 hrs ending 2 p.m. Mon. 0.00" Black River 1 1078 -023 -
Month to date 1.97° Congaree River 19 543 4053 High - HLo tow Mt
Normal month to date 2.43" L ncghes River 14 11’ 68 +1 .67 Today 9:56a.m. 34 4:12am. -1.1
Year to date 5.75" Syl ori 4 537 1085 10:13pm. 32 443pm. 09
Last year to date 5.99" aluda River. 37 4. Wed. 10:44am. 33  503am. -09
Normal vear to date 6.21" Up. Santee River 80 80.02 -0.30 11:03pm. 32 529pm. -09
Y : Wateree River 24 1484 -0.02 B e
NATIONAL CITIES REGIONAL CITIES
Today Wed. Today Wed. Today Wed. Today Wed.
City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W  City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W  City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W  City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Atlanta 69/60/c  77/66/c  Asheville 67/49/c  70/60/c  Florence 78/58/c  79/64/c  Marion 70/45/c  70/57/c
Chicago 39/33/pc  38/34/i Athens 72/58/c  75/63/c  Gainesville 80/59/pc 84/60/pc  Mt.Pleasant  76/60/c 76/62/pc
Dallas 85/66/c  79/55/t  Augusta 77/56/c 81/64/pc  Gastonia 75/52/c  72/62/c  Myrtle Beach  75/58/c 72/61/pc
Detroit 39/29/pc 35/30/sn  Beaufort 77/60/c 79/62/pc  Goldsboro 77/50/c  79/64/c  Orangeburg  78/59/c 81/62/pc
Houston 82/69/pc  82/68/t  Cape Hatteras 66/54/c 69/63/c  Goose Creek  79/60/c 80/62/pc  Port Royal 76/60/c  75/60/pc
Los Angeles  65/44/pc 57/41/pc  Charleston 79/60/c 80/63/pc  Greensboro 73/48/c  70/61/c  Raleigh 76/50/c  76/63/c
New Orleans  80/67/pc 82/70/pc  Charlotte 76/55/c  75/62/c  Greenville 77/54/c  72/62/c  Rock Hill 76/55/c  76/63/c
New York 47/36/r 45/38/r  Clemson 76/56/c  73/63/c  Hickory 72/50/c  69/59/c  Rockingham  77/54/c  79/64/c
Orlando 86/61/pc 88/64/s  Columbia 75/59/c  80/66/pc  Hilton Head 74/60/c 72/60/pc  Savannah 77/61/c  81/62/pc
Philadelphia  56/36/sh 46/40/r  Darlington 77/57/c  80/61/c  Jacksonville, FL 81/59/pc 85/63/pc  Spartanburg  75/54/c  73/61/c
Phoenix 72/51/pc 60/43/pc  Elizabeth City 73/48/pc 67/60/c  LaGrange 70/59/c  80/66/c  Summerville  78/59/c 80/61/pc
San Francisco  56/43/c 51/42/pc  Elizabethtown 77/55/c  80/64/c  Macon 76/59/sh  81/65/c  Wilmington 78/56/c  76/62/c
Wash., DC 65/39/pc  50/46/r Fayetteville 78/53/c  81/61/c  Marietta 68/58/sh 75/66/c  Winston-Salem 73/49/c  69/62/c

ARIES (March
21-April 19):
Assess your
situation and
subsequent
move. Don't share too much
information until you have sorted
out the pros, cons and possibility of
putting your plans in motion.
Reevaluate your relationships and
consider who is an excellent
candidate to work alongside. 3
stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Stubbornness and hesitation will
be your downfalls. Verify
information and head for the finish
line. Your vision, hands-on help and
openness will win favors and
encourage someone with
something to contribute to support
your effort. 4 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Do what
you do best, and don't let jealousy
or emotional manipulation point
you in the wrong direction. Take a
moment to evaluate how you can
help others and still reach the goals
you set for yourself. Keep sensitive
issues to yourself. 2 stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don't
take on too much, or you'll miss
out on something special.
Coordinate your plans to include
people and activities offering a
different perspective on life, love
and happiness. Take the path that
promises the lifestyle you desire. 5
stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Play to win,
be the entertainment and let your
charm dazzle someone you want to
impress. Be open about your
intentions. Offer your skills to help
round out a group addressing a
concern you share. Personal growth
and romance are apparent. 3 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Traveling
or attending a conference will
encourage you to try something
you've been afraid to pursue. Don't
let fear of failure hold you back.
Embrace challenges with open
arms, and focus on changes that
deliver personal happiness. 3 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Time
spent with colleagues, clients or
classmates will lead to fresh insight

The last word
in astrology

EUGENIA LAST

and intelligent solutions. Start a
discussion addressing expectations,
and hash out what you are willing
to do and how much. Be forthright;
you'll make a lasting impression. 3
stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Listen
to complaints and find solutions.
Compromising and finding unique
ways to get along with others will
make your life easier. Get involved
in the creative process that goes
along with any plans you want to
incorporate into your everyday
routine. 3 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Tell it like it is, or someone will
correct you. Look on the bright
side, but don't lose sight of your
responsibilities. Use intelligence to
create a financially sound plan to
attract support and partners.
Romance is in the stars. 2 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Consider the past and what you
must do to improve your life. A
home improvement project or
changing your lifestyle or living
arrangements will set you on a
positive path. Trust and believe in
yourself instead of bending to
someone's demand. 4 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Offer
hands-on help, but don't give away
money you cannot afford to
donate. Reach out to someone you
lost touch with and pick up where
you left off. Doing so will change
how you move forward and where
or how you live. 3 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Stick to
the truth, and ask questions to
avoid making mistakes. Get the
facts, and make safe decisions that
won't jeopardize your position or
long-term goals. Adjust your
spending to stay within budget. 3
stars

1 star: Avoid conflicts; work
behind the scenes. 2 stars: You can
accomplish, but don't rely on
others. 3 stars: Focus and you'll
reach your goals. 4 stars: Aim
high; start new projects. 5 stars:
Nothing can stop you, go for gold.

Weather(W): s—sunny, pc—partly cloudy, c—cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r—rain, sf-snow flurries, sn—snow, i-ice

FYI

EDITOR'S NOTE: Please note

that due to the threat of COVID-

19, some of the following events

may be cancelled or rescheduled

unexpectedly.

Veterans Service Officer (VSO)
meets from 3 to 6 p.m. every
third Tuesday at Veterans Me-
morial 13, VFW Post 10813, 610
Manning Ave. VSO provides
counseling and guidance for
veterans benefits. For appoint-
ments, call Ramon Frans at
(803) 464-0984 or John V. Loney
at (803) 968-1344.

Beyond the Colors Adult Coloring

Group is held from 3 to 4:30 p.m.

every fourth Tuesday at the
Wesmark Branch Library, 180
W. Wesmark Blvd. The library
provides pencils and coloring
sheets but attendees can also
bring their own.

Sumter Shag Club meets from 7
to 10 p.m. each Tuesday at the
Second Mill Lounge (inside
Quality Inn). Come and learn
South Carolina’s official state
dance, The Shag.There is no
charge to participate. Relax to
the sounds of great beach
music. Free basic Shag dance
lessons from 6:30 to 7 p.m. A
new line dance lesson every
third Tuesday from 6:30 to 7

p.m. Look for Sumter Shag Club
on Facebook. Call Whit Blanton,

president, at (843) 250-9169.
Join in for Double Dutch Fun Day

Thursdays for adults at the South

HOPE Center, 1125 S. Lafayette
Drive, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
every Thursday. Adults age 30
and up are invited to come out
and play games, hula hoop,

double Dutch, hopscotch,
dance and more.

The Sumter Ballroom Dance Club
meets from 7 to 9 p.m. every
Wednesday at the Sumter
County Recreation and Parks
Department, 155 Haynsworth
St. Beginners are welcome.
Classes are $10 per lesson and
are held in the Carolina Room.
Registration is not necessary.
Call (803) 968-4760.

Sumter Senior Services and the Re-
tired and Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram (RSVP) of Sumter are seeking
volunteers to support the mis-
sions of nonprofit organizations
in Sumter County. The RSVP
matches the talents and skills
of people 55 and older with
community nonprofits, organi-
zations and agencies seeking
volunteers. RSVP of Sumter has
ongoing partnerships and avail-
able volunteer opportunities
with Christian Charities of Sum-
ter, Community Juvenile Arbi-
tration, National Federation of
the Blind: Sumter Chapter,
Sumter Senior Services (Meals
on Wheels), Prisma Health Tu-
omey Hospital and Hospice,
United Ministries of Sumter and
the Veterans Administration
Community Based Outpatient
Clinic. Volunteer opportunities
include delivering meals, sort-
ing nonperishable food dona-
tions, mentoring the youth, ad-
ministrative duties and much
more. RSVP volunteers can
make a difference by investing
a few hours per week. If you
are 55 years or older, a Sumter
County resident and would like
more information, contact Re-

becca Sears at (803) 773-5508 or
rsears@sumterseniorservices.
org.

The Sumter Coin Club meets from
7 to 8 p.m. on the third Tuesday
of each month at Patriot Park
Pavilion. All ages are welcome.
Join us to learn more about
coins and currency. Door prize,
raffle and auction at each
meeting.

Seniors on the Move Program, of-
fered by Paxville Community
Development Corp., is held
from 9 a.m. to noon Mon-
day-Wednesday. The program
offers a variety of self skill sets
including technology skills,
elder life skills development,
Bingo and other games, health
and wellness workshop and
Bible study. Programs operate
on Clarendon School District
schedule. Call (803) 452-5124 or
email paxvillecdc99@gmail.
com.

Santee-Wateree Regional Trans-
portation Authority (SWRTA) is of-
fering free rides to COVID-19
vaccinations and COVID-19
testing sites. Contact SWRTA
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday at (803) 934-0396.

Sumter Newcomers' Club wel-
comes residents to our coffees
with guest speakers on the sec-
ond Friday of each month and
to our lunches on the fourth Fri-
day of each month at a local
restaurant. The club also has
various card and other games
and a book club. If you're look-
ing for friends or just some-
thing to do, come check out the
Sumter Newcomers' Club. Call
Shelly at (803) 968-0024.
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The Sumter Item is bringing back the Hines Fur-
niture Athlete of the Week contest for the third year.
Four finalists are chosen by Ifem sports staff based
on performance from the previous week. Readers
can vote once per day at https.//www.theitem.com/
athlete-of-the-week-2022 through Wednesday. The
winner will be announced in Thursday’s paper.

KEZIYAH SANDERS

SUMTER HIGH

Sanders averaged 10.1
points along with 10 assists,
10 steals and seven rebounds
as the Gamecocks won play-
off games against Cane Bay
and White Knoll, advancing
to the lower state semifinals.

TASHIANA FARMER

CRESTWOOD HIGH

Farmer averaged 14 points
in playoff wins against Man-
ning and Phillip Simmons as
the Lady Knights advanced
to the lower state semifinals.

DAVID ROGERS

LAKEWOOD HIGH

The freshman wrestler
finished fourth at the indi-
vidual lower state meet in
the heavyweight division,
qualifying for the state meet.

HUGH HUMPHRIES

WILSON HALL

Humphries averaged 11.3
points, eight rebounds and
three deflections as the Bar-
ons went 2-1 and advanced
to the second round of the
SCISA 4A playoffs.

PLAYOFF MADNESS

4 tri-county SCHSL squads advance to lower
state semis; 4 SCISA teams get out of first round

The Scott’s
Branch boys bas-
ketball team cele-
brates after beat-
ing Whale Branch
in the second
round of the
SCHSL 1A play-
offs on Saturday.

CAL CARY / THE SUMTER
ITEM

The Scott’s Branch boys basketball team contin-
ued their journey toward the SCHSL 1A champi-
onship against Whale Branch on Saturday.

It wasn’t an easy game in the slightest for Scott’s

Scott’s Branch sinks Whale Branch

BY ISAIAH LUCAS
isaiah@theitem.com

Branch, and the majority of the game was closer
than the final score, but the Eagles advanced, beat-
ing Whale Branch 78-65 in round two of the 1A
state playoffs.

“The train is still on the track,” head coach

SEE EAGLES, PAGE B2

The Crestwood girls basketball team hit the road
for the second round of the playoffs, playing No. 1
seed Phillip Simmons. The Lady Knights used a
big second quarter to take control of the game and
took home a 54-48 win.

“We came out focused and ready to play to-
night,” head coach Tony Wilson said. “We knew
going down to Phillip Simmons, a hostile environ-
ment, it was going to be tough, but we came out
and played from the start to the finish. Through-

The Crestwood boys basketball team
also advanced to the lower state
semifinals with a win over Dreher on
Friday. They hosted Lower Richland on
Monday for their chance to play for the

lower state title. That game was not
completed by press time, so head to
theitem.com and pick up tomorrow’s
edition of the paper to read about the
game.

Lady Knights upset Phillip Simmons

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

out the game, we had some missed communica-
tion, but I was proud of the way the girls fought in
a hostile environment.”

The first quarter ended deadlocked in a 16-16 tie,
but the Lady Knights flipped a switch in the sec-
ond. Their defense was lights out, as Phillip Sim-
mons managed just eight points. Tashiana Farmer
battled through foul trouble to score six in the
quarter, leading Crestwood into the half with a
31-24 lead.

“We wanted to mix it up tonight, run some 2-3
zone, some 1-3-1 zone, and we did some half-court
trap,” Wilson said of Crestwood’s defensive game
plan. “We mixed it up to throw them off because
we knew they had some good guard play. We want-
ed to trap them and throw them off their rhythm.
In the second quarter, that’s what we did and went
into halftime up.”

Crestwood maintained their lead throughout the
rest of the game. Saniya Williams stepped up in
the third, knocking down a three on her way to
seven points in the frame as the Lady Knights
went into the fourth with a 42-37 lead.

“The sky is the limit for Saniya because this her
first year playing since middle school,” Wilson
said of Williams, who finished with a team-high 15
points. “I tell her once she gets the rhythm down
and get the feel back, she’s going to be a really

SEE KNIGHTS, PAGE B2

Ragin Prep earns Ist playofl win in program history, tops JDA

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

The firsts keep coming for
Ragin Prep.

The Rams are in their first
season in a SCISA region, won
a regular season region title
and made the postseason for
the first time even.

On Saturday, they won their
first playoff game on their
first attempt.

Ragin Prep won a back-and-
forth game that turned into a
free throw contest with Jeffer-
son Davis on Saturday at the
Sumter County Civic Center
57-49. With the win, they ad-
vance to face Richard Winn on
Tuesday in the second round
of the SCISA 1A playoffs.

“We hit just enough,” head
coach Anthony Jackson said
of the 43 free throws the Rams
attempted on Saturday. “We
missed enough in the begin-
ning of the game. I think a lot
of it is we’ve got a bunch of
eighth- and ninth-graders out
there, so they’re very young. I
tried to tell them before the
game, ‘You have nothing to
lose; just live in the moment.””

The first half of the opening

quarter was all Ragin Prep.
The young Rams scored the
game’s first six points, but
JDA came right back to tie the
game at 8-8 with 2:40 left in
the frame. The ensuing two
minutes were a battle, with
Jefferson Davis taking a 13-10
lead on a pair of free throws
from Garrison Hiers. They
carried that lead into the sec-
ond quarter.

Cordell Sims came back and
tied the game with a three to
open the second frame. Zymir
Robinson-Hill then added a
layup to take a short-lived
lead. JDA punched back only
to see Robinson-Hill pop a
mid-range jumper before a
Tyren McMillian free throw.
Hiers responded with a three
to tie the game at 18. Colson
Loadholt then gave the Raid-
ers a lead with a basket before
a series of turnovers by both
squads.

Like the start of the quarter,
Sims stepped up at the end.
He dropped in a layup to tie
the game at 20. After Ragin
Prep drew a charge, Sims
found room on the block and

SEE RAMS, PAGE B3

Ragin Prep’s
Jamie Richard-
son handles the
ball against Jef-
ferson Davis in
the first round of
the SCISA 1A
playoffs on Sat-
urday.

NICH PITTS / SPECIALTO
THE SUMTER ITEM

SCISA GIRLS SECOND ROUND PLAYED MONDAY

The second round of the SCISA state play-

offs were played at multiple host sites Mon-
day night. Locally, 2A No. 3 Lee Academy

faced off against No. 2 Patrick Henry at Wil-

son Hall, while No. 4 Clarendon Hall faced

No. 1 Beaufort Academy. Those games were
not completed by press time, so for full re-
sults of those games, head to theitem.com
and pick up tomorrow’s edition of the paper.
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good basketball player for us.

“She stepped in and hit
some big threes for us. She’s
getting her confidence levels
up.”

Phillip Simmons tried to
make a late push, hitting a
trio of threes in the final
frame, but Crestwood took
care of business at the charity
stripe to close out the game.
The Lady Knights made seven
of their 10 free throw attempts
in the fourth to ice the victory.
London Vaughn led the
charge with five of her 12
points, three of which came at
the line.

“We work on that every day
in practice,” Wilson said.
“Free throws are a big part of
the game, so we work on it at
least 20 minutes a day. They
really stepped up today and
knocked down their free
throws.”

Farmer finished the game
with four fouls but still man-
aged to score 11 points in the
win. Wilson was proud of the
way his All-State forward per-
severed.

“I told her she has to stay
the course,” Wilson said.
“Some of the fouls were kinda
questionable, but she stayed
the course and was big down
the stretch.”

With Farmer in foul trouble,
along with Javiah Martin,
Crestwood needed some un-
sung heroes to step up. One of

those players was Taliyah
Harris, who finished with
eight points.

“She stepped up tonight; I
was proud of her,” Wilson
said of Harris. “I told her and
Tashiana going into the game
that Phillip Simmons doesn’t
have many big girls, so they
should be able to dominate,
and that’s what they did.”
While they didn’t put points
on the board, Wilson also
loved what he saw from Joelle
Gillins and Janiyah Bradley.
“We had a lot of girls that con-
tributed in the game,” Wilson
said. “We played some differ-
ent girls at different positions.
I was proud of Joelle Gillins.
She gave us some big minutes
along with Janiyah Bradley
and spelled Farmer and Lucy
(Javiah Martin) at times in the
game.”

Crestwood now travels to
Lower Richland on Tuesday,
following a matchup between
the boys teams from both
schools on Monday. The Lady
Knights thought they would
be at home based on how the
bracket lined up, but they will
hit the road as the lower seed.
Wilson knows LR will provide
a steep challenge.

“They like to full-court
man-to-man, put a lot of pres-
sure on the ball,” Wilson said.
“We need to take care of the
ball, we’re going to work on
that in practice, and get back
on defense because they like
to run. It’ll be a challenge to
take care of the ball, but we’ll
be up for the challenge.”

EAGLE

FROM PAGE B1

Kevin Miller said. “Whale
Branch, ever since last sea-
son when they played Han-
nah Pamplico in the second
round, I was watching that
game and thinking they had
something going on. When I
saw film on them this year, 1
saw they were a lot better on
defense in the halfcourt, so I
knew we had to do some-
thing to offset that.

“I figured if we could offset
it and get late in the game, it
would end similar to what
you just saw, where we could
milk it out. Those kids, man,
they put it on their shoulders
once again, and they demand
to win. I’'m blessed to be in
this position with these types
of guys.”

The start of the game was
intense. A lot of emotions
were displayed from both
teams’ players, coaches and
fans. The scoring was back
and forth, and the Eagles had
to sit Ernie Calloway and
Jordan Kind due to foul trou-
ble. Emorji Stephens came in
for Calloway and contributed
a quick four points. As a re-
sult, the Eagles led 14-12 at
the end of the first quarter.

The second quarter was
high-scoring, with both
teams scoring at least 20
points. Randy “RJ” Gibson
had 10 of his 16 first-half
points in the quarter. Callo-
way picked up his third and
fourth fouls of the game
within seconds of each other
and had to sit the majority of
the quarter.

Scott’s Branch was up by
nine early, but the Warriors
fought back and made it a
28-25 game. The Eagles ex-
tended their lead to seven be-
fore it dwindled down to
three again. Gibson and
Tyler Kind closed the half
out strong, combining for six
of Scott’s Branch’s last 10
points to help the Eagles take
a 40-32 lead into the break.

Whale Branch made it a
40-37 game in the opening
minute. A free throw from
Calloway and a putback
layup from Jordan Kind put
the Eagles back up six. The
Eagles led 43-39 before Gib-
son hit a three to put them
up 46-39.

After forcing a turnover
with 5:38 to play in the third,
momentum shifted in the Ea-
gles’ favor, and it was all due
to the play of Ernie Callo-
way. Calloway took over the
game for about three min-
utes, scoring six points and
getting an assist to push the
Scott’s Branch lead to 59-45.
The Eagles led 61-50 with just
under two minutes to play in
the third but allowed for the
Warriors to score six unan-
swered and led 61-56 going
into the final eight minutes.

“He kind of lost it when he

got that fourth foul,” Miller
said of Calloway. “We made
it to halftime without putting
him back in the game, and he
came back in fresh. He came
back in and went on that
run. He played like a beast.
He told me, ‘Coach I believe.
We are built for this.” The
boy is a winner, and he
trusts what we instilled in
him this season, and that
showed during that stretch.”

A layup by J. Kind was the
first basket for the Eagles in
the fourth quarter, and a
layup by Gibson about two
minutes later gave the Eagles
a nine-point lead. The War-
riors would make a free
throw the next possession,
and J. Kind responded with a
putback attempt to put the
Eagles up 67-57. A Whale
Branch three-pointer made it
a 67-60 game, but that would
be the closest the Warriors
got to getting back in the
game.

Gibson made a nice pass to
Chris Barringer for a layup to
put the Eagles up nine. Callo-
way found Kaleb Rolle for a
layup to put the Eagles up 11,
and then Gibson found Rolle
on the next possession to put
Scott’s Branch up 73-60 and
ultimately ice the game with
3:06 remaining. The Eagles
would go on to grab their
largest lead of the game when
they went up 77-61 with
under a minute to play.

Gibson led the way with 24
points, J. Kind had 15 points,
T. Kind had 14 points, and
Calloway finished the game
with 11 points.

It was a big game for Rolle,
who didn’t log many minutes
in the Eagles’ playoff opener.
The junior was called on to
step up because of the foul
trouble the Eagles faced and
did exactly that, finishing
with eight points off the
bench.

“He only played a couple of
minutes last week,” Miller
explained. “The boy came in
and came close to double fig-
ures. He played with energy,
and he played on fire. That’s
what you want as a coach,
you can reach back and grab
somebody and say, ‘go get it’.
Initially I put him in there
because he’s a little stocky,
and I wanted to match size.
He turned out to play really
well, especially on defense.”
Next for the Eagles will be a
matchup with the Burke
Bulldogs on Tuesday.

“They are Charleston Kkids,
and if you know Charleston,
they’re gonna come hard and
play hard. They will bring a
fight to you,” Miller ex-
plained. “So we will have to
be prepared for what they’ve
got. I'll get to watch some
film tonight, but people are
kind of funny in the Charles-
ton area; they don’t like to
share a film. To be honest
with you, I think we’ll be
prepared.”

Sumter High fans
celebrate a
three-pointer from
Rickell Brown (4)
during the Lady
Gamecocks’ win
over Cane Bay in the
second round of the
SCHSL 5A playoffs
on Friday.
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Lady Gamecocks outlast Cane Bay,
home matchup with Stall next

BY ISAIAH LUCAS
isaiah@theitem.com

The Sumter girls basketball team contin-
ued their run in the SCHSL 5A state playoffs
on Friday with a second-round matchup
against Cane Bay.

It was truly a game of runs, with the Lady
Gamecocks having to fight off two separate
ones to get the win. In the end, Sumter High
had the final run to pull out an 11-1 streak to
pull out a 52-38 win.

“Basketball is a game of runs,” Lady
Gamecock head coach Jeff Schaffer said.
“We’ve talked about that at length. I can’t
say enough about how proud I am. They
came out flat in that third quarter. But in the
second quarter and the fourth quarter and
the end of the third quarter, we really picked
up the defensive pressure and, obviously,
that was the difference in the game.”

Sumter led 9-6 at the end of the first quar-
ter, and a 10-3 run to close the second quar-
ter gave the Lady Gamecocks a 23-12 lead at
halftime. Rickell Brown and Shamira An-
drews each had eight points in the opening
half.

It was a slow start to the third quarter for
Sumter. The Lady Gamecocks didn’t score
for the first five minutes of the frame. Mean-
while, Cane Bay started the second half
strong and went on a 13-2 run to tie the game
at 25 with two minutes left in the third quar-
ter. Brown was able to hit a big three for a
Sumter response and moved the Lady Game-
cocks to a 29-27 lead into the fourth quarter.

Dalashia Brunson and Brown got things
started in the fourth quarter on the defen-
sive end for the Lady Gamecocks. As a re-
sult, Sumter led by as many as 12 points in

the fourth, but Cane Bay wouldn’t go away.
The Lady Cobras went on a 6-0 run to turn a
40-28 Sumter lead into a 40-34 Sumter lead
with a little over two minutes left to play.

Sumter was able to get stops and then con-
vert free throws to get the lead back up to
double digits before closing things out.

Brown finished with a team-high 20 points,
and Andrews finished in double figures with
11 points.

The Lady Gamecocks played great in mul-
tiple aspects. Most importantly, they were
able to contain 5A Player of the Year Alaina
Nettles, holding her to just eight points.

The gym was rocking the whole night. The
students made their presence felt, and it was
the type of environment that makes home
court advantageous. Schaffer was pleased
with the turnout and the change he’s seen in
student attendance.

“Our kids are starting to get more in-
volved in the games,” Schaffer explained.
“They want to come out and support. Last
night, it was crazy with the boys game. I
would love to see our student body get back
to that. We used to have that here years ago.
We used to have a big section, it was bigger
than what we even had tonight. The more
these Kkids see that they can come out and
enjoy things, hopefully that’s going to grow. I
think the ability for them to get in here and
see some of their fellow classmates do stuff,
it’s special for our kids and obviously we
play so much better at home.”

Sumter will continue their playoff journey
at home on Wednesday as Stall comes to
town. The Lady Warriors topped Dutch Fork
69-63 to advance to the game. The winner
will play in the lower state championship at
the Florence Center on Feb. 27.

Gamecocks fall short against Goose Creek

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

Points were exceedingly hard to come by
when Sumter High made the trip to Goose
Creek on Saturday.

The teams combined to score just 25 points
in the opening half, with Sumter holding a
narrow one-point lead. But Goose Creek was
able to get the ball in the hole enough in the
third to build a lead. Sumter made a stirring
comeback, but the Gators hit their free
throws down the stretch and held on for a
36-28 win that sent the Gamecocks home for
the season.

“It was a really high-level defensive game.
Both teams were playing really hard; they
were athletic. It was two teams that really
were prepared to face each other,” Sumter
High head coach Bryan Brown said. “The
real difference in the game, and it’s some-
thing I've been screaming about all year, is
our experience. The difference was they had
10 seniors, and we had three with our football
guys.”

Neither team got much going early. Each
squad knocked down a three in the opening
quarter, with Sumter’s coming from senior
Khalil Bledsoe. The Gamecocks led 7-6 after a
quarter before each team scored just six in
the second.

In the third, the Gamecock offense re-
mained stagnant. They scored just four
points, while Goose Creek found a rhythm.
They got the ball out in transition and sur-
passed their first-half production with 14

points, leaving Sumter in a 26-17 hole.

“I don’t think it was any adjustment that
they made,” Coach Brown said. “They started
doing that 1-3-1 press and they got one or two
steals and got some free layups. They got a
couple of athletic baskets we couldn’t stop.

“They got away from us in the third quar-
ter, and I think it’s inexperience. We had a
couple of plays where we missed assignments
on defense and the pressure of the game,
playing against a good team, our younger
guys weren’t able to connect on any shots.”

Sumter sparked a comeback in the fourth,
getting a three from Bledsoe and four points
from Caleb Jenkins to get within two points.
The Gamecocks sent Goose Creek to the line
throughout the fourth and they hit their
shots, going 10-14 from the charity stripe to
hold off the SHS rally.

“My guys really got out there and got after
it,” Coach Brown said. “They all just locked
in and played extremely well on defense and
got us back in the game. We were put in a po-
sition to foul, and they hit their free throws
down the stretch and they pulled away.”

While the Gamecocks would’ve loved a
deeper playoff run, Coach Brown sees the
year as a resounding success.

“We were so close this year,” the Gamecock
coach said. “We came into this year not think-
ing that we’d be able to make a lot of noise.
We really didn’t know what to expect, but we
knew we had some good young talent. Win-
ning 16 games, I think we at least met our ex-
pectations if not exceeding them. This year
was a good year for us.”
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scored with two seconds be-
fore the buzzer.

“We kinda settled in before
the half, got two dumps inside
to Cordell just before the half,”
Jackson said. “We tried to feed
off that energy and come back
out. We got in some foul trou-
ble with our bigs but stayed
the course and finished it out
in the end.”

Sims started the second half
where he left off, scoring the
first two points. JDA respond-
ed with a bucket before Jamie
Richardson and Sims scored
on consecutive possessions to
push the lead to 28-22 midway
through the quarter. Jefferson
Davis came back with a free
throw before a three from
K’Den Shannon, his lone
points for the game. Loadholt
responded with a three of his
own to bring the score to 31-27
with less than a minute to go
in the quarter. A JDA bucket
at the buzzer cut the Ragin
lead to 33-31 heading into the
fourth quarter.

Baskets flew fast in the
fourth quarter. Richardson
started with a three, but Nasir
Void responded with a basket
of his own, followed by a free
throw. Richardson scored
again before teams traded free
throws. Richardson then
scored again and was fouled.
He missed the free throw, but
the Rams jumped on the offen-
sive board. Robinson-Hill then
added a bucket before a JDA
basket to bring the score to 43-
38.

Then came the free throws.

Richardson would score one
more time from the field, then
the rest of Ragin Prep’s points
came from the charity stripe.
Richardson attempted a stag-
gering 15 free throws in the
fourth quarter alone, making
seven of them. He finished
with 20 points, all of which
came after halftime

“That’s major, man,” Jack-
son said of Richardson’s sec-
ond-half performance. “That’s
a big tribute to Jamie. I think
part of it was he arrived a little
late, so I think he had to tune
in and get focused. He actually
got us a technical foul for put-
ting the wrong jersey on. But
when he settled in, Jamie Rich-
ardson is an exciting player.
He’s got a very high ceiling.

Robinson-Hill attempted 10
free throws in the fourth, mak-
ing half of them. He would fin-
ish with 12 points.

“He took one to the basket
and he got himself going once
he got to the basket,” Jackson
said. “With Zymir, it’s about
keeping him under control in
those big games. He loves to
live in those moments, he
wants to be noticed, and I try
to tell him to let the game
come to him. He kinda settled
down and got it going, and it
worked out for us in the end.”

Jefferson Davis would never
get closer than within three
points as the Rams hit just
enough down the stretch to
maintain their lead. The Raid-
ers attempted their own share
of free throws, going 8-16 as a
team in the fourth, but never
closed the gap as Ragin fin-
ished off the win.

Sims was limited by foul
trouble in the fourth but fin-
ished with 13 before collecting
his fifth foul.

Jackson was also quick to
shout out Jefferson Davis head
coach Anthony Reitenour, who
previously led Clarendon Hall
to consecutive state champion-
ships. Clarendon Hall was one
of the Rams’ primary oppo-
nents when they first started
playing games last season, so
he was a fitting first playoff op-
ponent. It was also an opportu-
nity for revenge after the Raid-
ers beat them by double figures
twice earlier this season.

“Big shoutout to Coach An-
thony Reitenour over there,
we’ve got a little history these
one or two years at Clarendon
Hall and Jefferson Davis,”
Jackson said. “He was going to
make some adjustments; he
knew I was going to make
some adjustments. We just had
to wait it out and see what the
result was going to be.”

The Rams will remember
this win for years to come.
“You should’ve heard it in the
locker room,” Jackson said. “I
think they’re hungry, so I'm
anxious to see how they come
out (Tuesday). We’ve got a
tough task ahead of us with a
tough Richard Winn. We've
never beaten Richard Winn, so
that would be big for us to try
to steal that win.”

Barons thump Northwood; Cardinals loom

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

The Wilson Hall boys basketball
team faced Northwood Academy to
open the SCISA 4A playoffs on Satur-
day at the Sumter County Civic Center.
The Barons struck first and led nearly
the entire game in a comfortable 58-43
win.

“I was super proud of the way we
came out and played,” head coach Rip
Ripley said. “After the result we had
here on Tuesday where we didn’t give
our best effort in the region champion-
ship, it’s always a tough challenge for a
young team to come back and see how
we respond. I thought we did well.”

Senior Jerry Brown was the first to
strike for the Barons, scoring the
game’s first four points as Wilson Hall
jumped ahead quickly. The Barons
used sharp ball movement to work
around Northwood’s zone defense and
stretched their lead to 10-5 in the
game’s first five minutes.

The WH reserve guards struggled a
little handling the ball early, giving
Northwood a couple of free possessions
late in the frame. As a result, North-
wood made a small run, scoring six
straight points to score their only lead
of the game with 1:10 left. A three from
Daniel Burton squashed the run and
gave Wilson Hall a 13-11 lead at the end
of the quarter that they would not sur-
render.

After trading baskets to open the sec-
ond, Burton knocked down his second
three of the game to push the Baron
lead back to five. A pair of free throws
from Hugh Humphries stretched it to
seven before an easy bucket from Bur-
ton in the post.

Northwood started to ramp up its de-
fensive pressure in the frame, but the
Baron starters handled it well, for the
most part. After a series of travels by
both teams halted scoring for more
than a minute, Brown scored in transi-
tion to extend the WH lead into double
figures for the first time. Shawn Mi-
chael Matthews added a three, giving
Wilson Hall 12 unanswered points.
Northwood finally snapped the streak
on a layup with 38 seconds left in the
half, but Wilson Hall still went into the
break with a cozy 27-15 lead.

The Barons carried that momentum
into the second half. Jones DesChamps
started with a three, which saw a re-
sponse from Northwood. Humphries
then laid in a basket to put Wilson Hall
ahead 32-17. On their next possession,
the Barons had some excellent ball
movement, and Brown was eventually
able to drop in a shot to extend the lead
to 17. Burton then made quick work of
a defender on the block for another
easy bucket.

Then the reserves got in on the fun,
with Ford Wilder and Tucker Burnette
scoring on consecutive possessions as
the lead extended to 40-20. Northwood
made a run to cut the lead to 16, but
Matthews slashed to the lane, made a
layup and converted on a free throw

Wilson Hall’s
Daniel Burton
drives to the
basket against
Northwood
Academy in the
first round of the
SCISA 4A play-
offs on Saturday.
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after drawing a foul to push the lead to
43-24 in the final 10 seconds of the
quarter.

Northwood didn’t back down in the
final frame, connecting from long
range twice on their way to cutting the
Baron lead to 12 with 3:18 to go, but
Wilson Hall responded. Three straight
scores from Burton, Matthews and
Wilder extended the lead back out to 19
as the Barons cruised to victory.

Burton led a balanced scoring attack
with 12 points in the win. Ripley loved
seeing his junior forward extending his
range from behind the arc.

“The last couple of games, our bigs
are starting to stretch and hit some
shots, which we need,” Ripley said.
“It’s something we struggled with early
on. In that game a couple of weeks ago
in Manning, I think we were 0-14 from
three, so seeing some of those go in the
last couple of games is really huge for
us.”

The rest of Wilson Hall’s Big Three,
Humphries and Matthews, each had 10
to lead the offense.

“The great thing about having those
three young guys is they work in tan-
dem together,” Ripley said. “They pick
each other up and when one guy is
down, the other one is able to step up a
little bit.

“Shawn did a great job tonight with
the ball in his hands, Daniel’s presence
is huge, Hugh had a big game last
week. That’s what’s exciting about this
group. I think we have a good roster, I
think we’ve got a good team, and that’s
what makes it a lot of fun to coach.”

The game also provided the more in-
experienced Wilson Hall reserves an
opportunity to see extended postseason
action for the first time in their ca-
reers. While there were some hiccups,
they improved throughout the game.
Wilder finished with nine points to
show noteworthy growth after turning
the ball over early.

“Freshman Ford Wilder really took a
step forward,” Ripley said. “He’s start-
ing to get comfortable in the game a lit-
tle bit, too. He’s someone we're trusting
down the stretch to really make some
big plays for us.”

Ripley was also impressed by the
continued development of Brown, who

finished with eight points. The two
Baron seniors, Brown and Boykin
Wilder, had to transition head coaches
for the first time in their varsity ca-
reers and have welcomed Ripley, who
had previously served as an assistant
to Eddie Talley, with open arms.

“I’'m really proud of my two seniors,”
Ripley said. “Any time you go through
a coaching change your senior year,
that can be tough. They knew me, I
was an assistant, but still, we have dif-
ferent principles and culture ideas and
they could’ve easily been like, ‘Ah
man, I’'m kinda a transition guy, I'm
not able to do that.” But the way
they’ve responded, the way they’ve
stepped up and been leaders, both of
them, really, have done a tremendous
job and have been huge parts of our
success.

“Jerry’s evolution over the course of
the season has been incredible. Boykin
has battled some injuries and some
things, but he goes out there and gives
us great minutes, as well. Those two se-
niors really have been a big part of
what we’re doing.”

Wilson Hall’s next challege is one of
the favorites in SCISA 4A, Cardinal
Newman. The two squads met on Feb.
1, and the Cardinals won handily 61-24.
Ripley hopes his team learned from the
first matchup and can carry some con-
fidence from the win over Northwood
when they meet in the civic center on
Tuesday.

“We’ve seen Cardinal Newman be-
fore; they put it on us pretty good at
our place,” Ripley said. “They’ve got a
great team, they get after it and fly
around. They hit shots, they have a
good, big, young guy inside that can
finish. It’s certainly a challenge, but
this is what it’s all about.

“We’re just excited to get three more
days with this group. I told the guys be-
fore the game that, at the end of the
day, we have the opportunity to extend
our season. We had to be able to go to
that locker room at the end of the day
and know we gave the effort to win,
and I think we did that. Now we get
two more days of practice and at least
one more game under our belts to try
to go out and make something hap-
pen.”

Lee Academy fights
back to take down AJA

Clarendon Hall girls
top Colleton Prep

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

The Lee Academy girls
basketball team got out to
an impressive start to the
postseason, taking down
Andrew Jackson Academy
51-37 on Friday.

Lee Academy head coach
Kim Langston said her team
is carrying inspirating from
Galatians 6:9, which reads,
“Let us not become weary
in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a
harvest if we do not give
up.”

“We’re focusing on Gala-
tians 6:9 and trying to carry
it through to the end,”
Langston said. “We’re just
trying to take it one game at
a time and focus on the
things at hand. They had a
good run in the conference
tournament and carried
through (against AJA) and
hopefully it carries into
Monday night.”

While the final score
looked great for Lee Acade-
my, it was a grind from the
beginning. Star guard Sa-
vanna Price picked up two
early fouls, opening the
door for Andrew Jackson to
grab an early lead, which
they maintained most of the
first three quarters.

“I looked up, and it was
15-4,” Langston said of the
first quarter. “We had to
make some adjustments.
That’s when Alleigh
(Brown) kinda took charge

and said, ‘Savanna’s out, it’s
me.” They passed the ball
around, made the defense
shift a little bit, and we were
able to get some looks.”

The Lady Cavaliers cut
that deficit to 22-16 at the
half, but still had some
work to do. As Lee Academy
chipped away at that lead,
an unexpected hero stepped
up. Raylee Catoe, who pri-
marily played JV this sea-
son, was able to tie the
game with a crucial basket,
her only two points of the
game, and sparked a run
that saw Lee run away with
the win.

“She just nailed that
shot,” Langston said. “That
was a real big bucket.”

Despite the early foul
trouble, Price was a
one-woman wrecking crew.
She fell one rebound short
of a double-double, but still
managed 29 points, nine re-
bounds, four steals, two as-
sists and a block.

“She’s probably the most
improved player on the
team,” Langston said of her
star. “From Day 1 when we
started this season up to this
point, she has just improved
her game tremendously in
every aspect. She’s a huge
part of our team, and she
has really done an outstand-
ing job for us.”

When Price was out,
Brown stepped up. She fin-
ished with 11 rebounds and
eight steals to go along with
six points and four assists.

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

The Clarendon Hall
girls basketball went into
Friday night hungry.

The Lady Saints hav-
en’t had the taste of play-
off success in years.
While members of the
team won the SCISA 1A
title in softball last
spring, they were anxious
to do the same thing on
the basketball court.

That journey started on
Friday against Colleton
Prep in the side gym at
Wilson Hall. After a back-
and-forth opening half,
Clarendon Hall took the
game over for a 59-35 win.

“The girls were excited.
It’s the first time in a long
time, the Clarendon Hall
girls won. It’s a trip,”
head coach Johnny Hor-
ton said of the win.
“Keeping their compo-
sure the way they did, it
was tough, but we were
able to keep it together.”

The first half was a
feeling-out period as the
Lady Saints got an idea of
what playoff basketball
was all about. Once they
flipped the switch, howev-
er, it was all Clarendon
Hall.

“We were able to im-
pose our will on defense a
little bit in that third
quarter, and that kinda
broke it open,” Horton

said. “Having a team full
of sophomores and ju-
niors, it means a lot be-
cause they understand
the further we go this
year, the more experience
we’ll have next year. This
is uncharted territory for
them. They’re just living
it up.

“I am always joking
around with them, ‘We’re
not supposed to win,
we’re not supposed to be
here, so let’s just go out
and play ball.” And they
did that.”

Sidney Berry was electric
for the Lady Saints, scor-
ing 20 points, while pull-
ing down 10 rebounds.
“She is the leader, she is
our anchor,” Horton said.
“The other girls feed off
her. Once she gets it
going, everyone else falls
into line.”

Ashley Timmons and
Mandy Wells each added
eight points for the Lady
Saints in the win.

Now Clarendon Hall will
face top-seeded Beaufort
Academy on Monday.
Horton is looking forward
to seeing if the Lady
Saints can keep the ball
rolling.

“Just staying loose,
staying within our of-
fense, within ourself and
believing in ourself,” Hor-
ton said. “That’s the key,
just playing Clarendon
Hall basketball.”
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Lady Eagles fall to

Allendale-Fairfax
on late free throw

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

The Scott’s Branch girls basketball
team saw their season come to an end on
Friday thanks to one late free throw.

The Lady Eagles came back from a 19-4
halftime deficit to take a lead in the
fourth quarter. With 30 seconds remain-
ing the game tied at 29, Scott’s Branch
grabbed a defensive rebound and immedi-
ately turned the ball over. Allendale got
the ball back under the basket and MiCa-
yah Carter drew a foul. She missed the
first attempt, but sank the second, giving
A-F a narrow one-point lead. Scott’s
Branch had one last chance to score, but
couldn’t get a shot to fall.

“We had a chance to score, we just
didn’t get the same call,” head coach Lu-
cinda Stukes said.

It was a heartbreaking end to a redemp-
tive season for the Lady Eagles. After los-
ing their first 10 games, they closed the
regular season 6-3. They finished second in
Region V-1A and won their playoff opener
over St. John’s on their home court.

“It’s a tough way to end the season, but
these kids fought,” Stukes said. “We took
some beatings early, but I think it made
us better. I looked on the floor and we had
three freshmen, a sophomore and Rosan-
dra Bennett. I’ll take that any day. For
that it means growth and foundation.
Friday’s game, in many ways, was a sym-
bol of the season for Scott’s Branch. The
Lady Eagles played well defensively, hold-
ing Allendale to 19 in the opening half,
but could not get the ball in the basket.
But they didn’t surrender.

Senior Rosandra Bennett led an in-
spired comeback, knocking down two
threes in the third and scored eight of the
team’s 13 points as they whittled the defi-
cit down to 25-17. They completed the
comeback in the fourth, taking a one-
point lead that would be traded back and
forth for the rest of the game.

0-W downs Lakewood after tough second half

STAFF REPORT

The Lakewood boys basketball
team knew it had its hands full in the
second round of the SCHSL 3A play-
offs on Friday.

After defeating No. 5 Loris in the
first round, the Gators traveled to
No. 2 Orangeburg-Wilkinson on Fri-
day. Lakewood hung around for a
half but had their offense slowed
after the break in a 64-41 loss.

As they have all season, Lakewood
lived and died by their big man,
Myles Squirewell.

In the first half, Lakewood
matched OW shot for shot, largely
thanks to the senior’s success down
low. In the first quarter, some clutch
shooting from Arntrez Ross and Ced-
ric Cisse loosened up the OW de-
fense, and the game was tied 12-12.

In the second, Squirewell took
over.

He scored 10 points in the quarter,
all but two of the Gators’ points, and
Lakewood went into the half dead-
locked in a 24-24 tie with the No. 2
team in 3A.

After halftime, Orange-

burg-Wilkinson was determined to
not have anyone else beat them.

Squirewell was tripled-teamed at
times and managed just three points
after the break, all of which came
from the free throw line. Lake-
wood’s offense completely dried up.
They scored seven points in the
third, and OW broke away with an
18-point frame. Orangeburg Wilkin-
son then hit their free throws in the
fourth, going 10-14 to salt the game
away.

Squirewell finished with 18, while
Ross added 11 and Cisse added eight.

Mannings season ends

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

All season long, Justin Daniels
has been the engine for the Manning
boys basketball team.

The All-State guard has been a
prolific scorer and tone-setter.

When Lower Richland came to
town for the second round of the
SCHSL 3A playoffs, their goal was
obvious: Don’t let Daniels be the one
that beats us.

The Diamond Hornets hit the
Monarchs with a box-and-1 defense,
playing zone while leaving a man de-
fender on Daniels, who finished with
11. For most of the game, Manning
didn’t seem to have an answer.
While they made a few runs, they
never fully closed the gap after
Lower Richland took an early lead.

Instead of a reunion between for-
mer region foes, Lower Richland ad-
vanced to face Crestwood in the
lower state semifinals with a 61-49
win.

“We tried to make some adjust-
ments but we weren’t connecting,”
Monarch head coach Lamont Britt
said after the game. “I took an early
time out to tell them how to handle

that box-and-1 situation, and we let
that get us off our game and the
other guys didn’t really step up like
they needed to. I guess there was
some disconnect with what we were
trying to do, and we got away from
our gameplan.”

Lower Richland scored the first
points of the game and never trailed.
A consistent trend also appeared.
Lower Richland would push their
lead, and Manning would whittle it
back down near the end of the quar-
ter. But every quarter ended with a
response from the Diamond Hornets
that swiped any Monarch momen-
tum.

Jeffery Ceasar led Manning with
19 in the loss, while Hilton added 16.
Daniels was held to 11, all but one of
which came in the third quarter.

While it was a tough loss to end
the season, Britt didn’t want the end
of the season to define a great year
for the Monarchs.

“I told the guys, ‘Don’t let this loss
symbolize our season,”” Britt said.
“We finished 20-6, and I told them,
‘That’s all y’all guys.” Our goal at the
beginning of the season was win the
region and be home for a couple of
playoff games, and we did that.”

LCHSL loses to
Bishop England

STAFF REPORT

The Lee Central girls saw
their postseason run come to
an end on Friday when they
were upset by Bishop England
in the second round of the
SCHSL 2A playoffs. The Lady
Stallions led at the half but
struggled after the break in a
50-37 loss.

Bishop England, which lost
to Camden in the 3A semifi-
nals a year ago, moved down
to 2A this season and proved
to be a difficult second round
matchup.

After a nearly even first
half, Bishop England exploded
for 27 points in the third quar-
ter behind 12 points from Mad-
ison Riley. Lee Central just
couldn’t keep pace, managing
just eight points in response
and trailed 38-23 and couldn’t
close the gap Hanah Reames
led the Lady Stallions with
nine points, while Ke’'Myra
Dennis added seven and Na-
talie Pitts scored six.

OBITUARIES

COLEEN MCCOY COOK
REYLING

OSWEGO — Coleen McCoy
Cook Reyling, 97, passed away
on Saturday, Feb. 11, 2023, at
Florence Assisted
Living.

Born on Now. 1,
1925, in Sumter,
she was a daugh-
ter of the late
Wesley DeLay
McCoy and Eu-
nice Azile Mel-
lette McCoy. She attended
Limestone College and was a
member of the Sumter Lime-
stone Alumni. She was a
member of Bethel United
Methodist Church in Oswego,
where she served in numer-
ous positions, including
church historian and presi-
dent of the Women’s Society
of Christian Service. She was
a very active member and
held numerous offices in the
Sumter Garden Club. She
served on the Sumter County
Historical Commission and
was responsible for the S.C.
Church Historical Marker
which stands beside Bethel
United Methodist Church. She
was employed by Central Car-
olina Technical College for 24
years.

Survivors include her hus-
band, John James "Jack" Rey-
ling; a daughter, Christine
Cook Mixon (Dean); grand-
children, Mike Cook, Ben
Cook, James Cook (Christine)
and Mellette Lyles;
great-grandchildren, Allison
Shaw (Mark), Allana Ingram,
Cate Cook, Caroline Cook,
Sam Cook and Wade Cook;
twin great-great-grandchil-
dren, Langston Shaw and
Lyles Shaw; stepchildren,
Mary Smith, Debbie Mills
(Pat), Renee Crews (Mike) and
John Reyling (Christine); and
step-grandchildren, Christo-
pher Mills (Elizabeth), Eliza-
beth Sun (Peter), Laura
Compton (Ben), Travis Smith
(Molly), McRae Wood, Nicole
Crews and Erica McClusky.

She was preceded in death
by her first husband, Ellis P.
Cook; a son, Michael Cook
and his wife, Judy; and a
brother, Wesley Julian
McCoy.

A funeral service was held
at 11 a.m. on Saturday at
Bethel United Methodist
Church with the Rev. Tim
Whited and the Rev. Michael
Henderson officiating. Buri-
al will be in the church cem-

REYLING

etery.

Pallbearers were Mike
Cook, Ben Cook, James Cook,
Rich Pring, Taylor Huneycutt
and Mark Shaw.

Honorary pallbearers were
members of the John Edens
Sunday School Class, Marvin
Skinner, Randy Cubbage,
Billy McCoy and Ryan Pring.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be made to Bethel
United Methodist Church,
5575 Lodebar Road, Sumter,
SC 29153.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of Sumter is in charge of
the arrangements.

VIRGINIA JACKSON
CHAMPION

Virginia Jackson Champi-
on, 77, wife of Marion William
Champion, was born on Nov.
8, 1945, in Phila-

delphia, Pennsyl-
vania, a daughter
of the late Abe
Jackson and Pau-
lean Lane Jack-

son Bradley. She

CHAMPION  departed this life
on Friday, Feb. 10,
2023, at her residence in Char-
lotte, North Carolina.

Public viewing will be held
from 2 to 6 p.m. today at Job’s
Mortuary.

Funeral services will be
held at 1 p.m. on Wednesday
at New Hope Ministries
COOLJC Apostolic Faith
Church, 95 Community St.,
Sumter, SC 29150 with Elder
John R. Rogers officiating. In-
terment will follow at Heav-
en’s Gate Cemetery, Wedge-
field, SC 29168.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter, is in charge
of arrangements.

Online memorials may be
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuaryinc@gmail.com or visit
us on the web at www.job-
smortuary.net.

DANIEL H. CROMERI I

Daniel H. Cromer III, 59, fi-
nally found peace on Thurs-
day, Feb. 16, 2023.

He was born on April 24,
1963, in Gainesville, Florida,
and was currently residing in
his longtime home of Sumter.
If you knew Daniel, you knew
his life to have been a journey,
with roads not always best
chosen. His heart was always
genuine, as were his words.
He had a quick wit and a dry
sense of humor. He loved his
friends, animals and his
momma.

He is leaving behind his be-

loved mother, Lynda S. Car-
ter; his sister, Jennifer
Cromer Elliott; his two nieces,
Shayla Kassen and Mackenzie
Collins; great-niece, Eliza
Grae; stepmother, Julie Alfred
Cromer; half-siblings, David
Cromer, Melissa Cromer and
Edward Cromer; and his fa-
ther, Daniel H. Cromer Jr.

Daniel's wishes would have
been to keep it simple. A ser-
vice will not be held.

We ask, that in lieu of flow-
ers, you please send any mon-
etary donations to the Samar-
itan House, 320 W. Oakland St,
Sumter, SC 29150.

A service of Inman Ward
Funeral Home and Crematory
of Tabor City, North Carolina.

JOHN HENRY JOHNSON JR.

MANNING — John Henry
Johnson Jr., 60, died on Satur-
day, Feb. 18, 2023, at McLeod
Hospice House, Florence.

He was born on Aug. 2, 1962,
a son of Minnie Pearl Samuel
Johnson and the late John
Henry Johnson Sr.

These services have been
entrusted to Samuels Funeral
Home LLC of Manning.

BOBBY J. POLLARD

Bobby J. Pollard, 79, was
born on Sept. 27, 1943, in Ker-
shaw County, a son of the late
Ramson Pollard and Lula
Razor Pollard. He departed
this life on Tuesday, Feb. 14,
2023, at Prisma Health Tuom-
ey Hospital in Sumter.

Public viewing will be held
from 2 to 6 p.m. today at Sum-
ter Funeral Services.

Funeral services will be
held at 1 p.m. on Wednesday
at Salem Chapel & Heritage
Center, 101 S. Salem Ave.,
Sumter, SC 29150 with the
Rev. Dr. Lewis Walker Jr. offi-
ciating. Interment will follow
at Rafting Creek Baptist
Church Cemetery, Rembert,
SC 29128.

The family will receive
friends from 2 to 6 p.m. daily
at the home, 4980 Dennis
Road, Rembert, SC 29128.
Masks are required in accor-
dance with the COVID-19
guidelines.

Sumter Funeral Service, 623
Manning Ave., Sumter, is in
charge of arrangements.

Online memorials may be
sent to the family at sumterfu-
neralservice2@gmail.com.

BOBBY SPANN

Bobby Spann, 77, husband
of Gertrude Harvey Spann,
departed this life on Sunday,
Feb. 19, 2023, at his residence

in Rembert.

He was born on Jan. 14,
1946, in Sumter County, a son
of the late Thomas and Ora
Davis Spann.

In accordance with COVID-
19 guidelines, the family is re-
questing no visitation at the
home.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter, is in charge
of arrangements.

WILLIE LEE BURTON

Willie Lee Burton, 77, wid-
ower of Jewel Mathis Burton,
died on Saturday, Feb. 18,
2023, at his home.

Born in Greenville, he was a
son of the late William Henry
Burton and Annie Mae Thrift
Burton. Mr. Burton was a
member of Concord Baptist
Church. He was a U.S. Marine
Corps veteran and a member
of the Marine League. He was
a former S.C. Highway Patrol-
man and retired from Glass-
cock Co. as a truck driver in-
structor.

Surviving are a son, Mi-
chael W. Burton (Donna) of
Sumter; two grandchildren,
Brantley Baker (Kasey) and
Alyson Cascio (James); one
great-grandchild, Wesley
Baker; and two brothers, Don-
nie Burton (Pattie) of Green-
ville and Billy Burton (Bor-
gia) of Gray Court.

He was preceded in death
by a sister, Paula Thames; and
two brothers, Johnny Burton
and Kenneth LeRoy Burton.

Funeral services will be
held at 11 a.m. on Thursday at
Concord Baptist Church with
Pastor Tim Clark officiating.
Burial will be in Evergreen
Memorial Park cemetery.

The family will receive
friends from 4 to 6 p.m. on
Wednesday at Elmore Hill Mc-
Creight Funeral Home and
other times at the home of his
son, 920 Ridgehill Drive.

Memorials may be made to
Marine Toys for Tots Founda-
tion, Gift Processing Adminis-
trator, 18251 Gateway Drive,
Quantico, VA 22172.

Online condolences may be
made at www.sumterfunerals.
com.

Elmore Hill McCreight Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, 221
Broad St., Sumter, is in charge
of the arrangements, (803)
775-9386.

RAMONA THOMPSON
BROOKS

Ramona Thompson Brooks,
65, wife of William Brooks Jr.,
departed this life on Sunday,
Feb. 19, 2023, at Prisma Health
Richland Hospital in Colum-
bia.

She was born on Oct. 18,
1957, in Andrews, a daughter
of the late Olin and Martha
Richardson Thompson.

The family will receive
friends from 3 to 7 p.m. daily
at the home, 145 Elkhorn
Trail, Sumter, SC 29154.
Masks are required.

Job’s Mortuary, Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter is in charge
of arrangements.

CRYSTAL MICHELLE
RICHBURG

Crystal Michelle Richburg,
45, departed this life on Satur-
day, Feb. 18, 2023, at Oak Hol-
low of Georgetown Rehabilita-
tion Center.

She was born on Sept. 30,
1977, in Manhattan, New York,
a daughter of the late Clifton
and Hattie Brunson Richburg.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter, is in charge
of arrangements.

ELIJAH MILLER SR.

Elijah "Pason" Miller Sr.,
93, entered eternal rest on
Monday, Feb. 20, 2023, in
Sumter.

He was born on Sept. 17,
1929, in Mayesville, a son of
the late Wash Miller and
Anna Harvin Miller Benjamin
and raised by the late Parrish
Benjamin.

The family requests that
face masks and social distanc-
ing be observed during the 3
to 7 p.m. daily visitation at the
home of Elijah "Henry" Miller
Jr., 355 Planters Drive.

Funeral arrangements are
incomplete and will be an-
nounced by Williams Funeral
Home Inc.

MARION HENRY

Marion Henry, 86, husband
of Ruby Scott Henry, died on
Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023, in
Sumter.

He was born on Aug. 30,
1936, in Lee County, a son of
the late Cleveland and Hattie
Washington Henry.

The family requests that
face masks and social distanc-
ing be observed during visita-
tion at the home, 1667 Free-
dom Road, Elliott.

Funeral arrangements are
incomplete and will be an-
nounced by Williams Funeral
Home Inc.
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TUESDAY EVENING FEBRUARY 21
LOCAL CHANNELS
WIS News 10 at 7  |Entertainment Night Court "Train |American Auto La Brea "The Wedding" The clearingand |La Brea "The Swarm" Eve and Gavin ally |WIS News 10 at 11 |(:35) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
WIS 3 |10 |(N) Tonight (N) Court" (N) "Going Green" (N)  |fort celebrate the union of Ty and Paara. ~ |with James in hopes of saving Ty. (N) (N) Fallon
(N)
News 19 at 7pm (N) |Inside Edition (N) |FBI "Money for Nothing" A string of armed |FBI: International "Indefensible” (N) FBI: Most Wanted "Transaction" (N) News 19 at 11pm  |(:35) The Late Show With Stephen
WLTX 919 robberies targets various businesses. (N) (N) Colbert
Wheel of Fortune |Jeopardy! "High | The Rookie "Exposed" The teammust | The Rookie: Feds "For Love and Money" |Will Trent "Unable to Locate" A neo-Nazi  |ABC Columbia (:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live!
WOLO @3| 5 | 12 |"TeenWeek"(N)  [School Reunion stop a militia from detonating a truck. (N) ~ |(N) organization is planning an attack. (N) News at 11 (N)
Tournament" (N)
Making It Grow Finding Your Roots With Henry Louis  |Fight the Power: How Hip-Hop Changed |Fight the Power: How "Still Fighting" Hip- | Amanpour and Company (N) Roots "And Still |
WRJA 11|14 Gates, Jr. "And Still | Rise" Angela Davis, |the World "Culture Wars" The 1990s and  |hop becomes a cultural phenomenon and Rise" Angela Davis,
Jeh Johnson (N) the rise in popularity of hip-hop. (N) changes history. (N) (F) Jeh Johnson
The Big Bang The Big Bang 9-1-1: Lone Star "Human Resources" Accused "Robyn's Story" A whirlwind affairWACH FOX News at 10P (N) (Live) Sports Zone (N)  |The National Desk [iCRIME With
WACH 6 | 6 |Theory "The Higgs |Theory "The Grace befriends a boy who becomes a leads to devastating consequences. (N) (Live) (N) (Live) Elizabeth Vargas
Boson Observation" |Codpiece Topology" |frequent 9-1-1 caller. (N) (N)
The Neighborhood |The Neighborhood |Chicago Fire "Make This Right" Casey  |Chicago Fire "The Plunge" Cruz gets the |Chicago Fire "What Comes Next" Casey |The Carbonaro Impractical Jokers |Pawn Stars "One
WKTC @)| 4 | 22 |"Welcome to the "Welcome to the further investigates a motorcycle accident. |firehouse ready for the Polar Plunge. and Severide help the owner of a pet food |Effect "Double "Ash Clown" Way Ticket"
Dinner Guest" Dream Girls" factory. Takes 2"
CABLE CHANNELS
A&E 46 1130 Customer Wars Customer Wars  |Customer Wars "No|Customer Wars ~ |Customer Wars  |Customer Wars  |Customer "Shoplift |Customer "Nail (:05) Customer Wars|(:35) Customer Wars|(:05) Customer Wars
"You're Out!" "Full Moon Braw!" _|Backup Needed" |"Deli Derriere” "Slioperv Customer" |"Fast Food Freakout"| Til You Drop" Salon Niahtmare" _|"Lip Service" "Haircut 911" "No Backup Needed"
AMC 48 |180)(5:00) $xk U.S. Marshals ('98) Wesley  |#x** True Lies ('94) Jamie Lee Curtis, Tom Amold, Amold Schwarzenegger. Washington wife (Jamie Lee Curtis) learns her That Dirty Black Bag "Chapter Five: (10) %%k U.S.
Shipes. Tommv Lee Jones. husband (Amold Schwarzeneaaer) is a sov. Justice" (N) Marshals ('98)
ANPL 41 |100|Yellowstone Wardens "The Big Bully"  |Wardens "Warden Scramble" Wardens "Red, White and Big Game" Wardens "Hunting Season Hustle" Yellowstone Wardens "A Buck's Blood" |Wardens
BET 61 |162 Tyler Perry's House|Tyler Perry's House|Tyler Perry's House|Tyler Perry's House|Tyler Perry's The Oval "It's No Secret" (N)| Tyler Perry's Ruthless "Into the Woods" | Tyler Perry's The Oval "It's No Secret" | Tyler Perry's House
of Pavne of Pavne of Pavne of Pavne (N) of Pavne
BRAVO 47 1181 The Real Housewives of New Jersey  |The Real Housewives of New Jersey  |The Real Housewives of New Jersey "Boys Will Be Boys" The Real Housewives of New Jersey  |The Real Housewives of Potomac
"New Friends. Same Jersev" "Never Before Scene 1302" (N) Drama at the partv eases after an olive branch from Teresa. (N) |"Bovs Will Be Bovs" "Reunion Part 1"
BSSE 21 | 47 |Breaking Par (N) |Swing Clinic 18 Holes ICIass Is in Session [NASCAR Race Rewind Fight Sports: Boxing Golf America
CNBC 35 | 84 |Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank American Greed "Drunk With Power" (N) |Greed "The Accused Crypto Couple” American Greed
CNN 3 | 80 |Erin Burnett OutFront (N) (Live) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) (Live) CNN Special Program CNN Tonight (N) (Live) Cooper 360
COM 57 |136/The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park
DISN 18 | 200 Hamster & Gretel |Big City Greens  |Big City Greens  |Big City Greens |Villains "Finding The Villains "Trust |Marvel's Mo "Run  |Hamster & Gretel |Miraculous: Ladybug "The Bluey "Promises;
Another Dimension” [No One" the Rink" Ladvbua "Riposte” [Befana" Maaic: Mini Bluev"
DSC 42 |103|Homestead Rescue "Cobbers Nightmare" |Homestead "Roadhouse Rally" (N) Homestead "All the Pretty Horses" Homestead Rescue "Back in the Saddle" |Homestead Rescue "Burned Out" Homestead Rescue
ESPN 26 | 35 |College Basketball Teams TBA (N) (Live) College Basketball Teams TBA (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N)
ESPN2 27 | 39 |College Basketball Teams TBA (N) (Live) College Basketball Teams TBA (N) (Live) USA Climbing 30 for 30
FOOD 40 |109|Chopped "Blind Date Night" Chopped "Good Ole Creole Cookin™ (N)  |Superchef "Iron Chef Showdown" (N) Chopped "Social Showdown" Chopped "Gargantuan Surprises" Superchef Mtch
FOXN 37| 90 |Jesse Watters Primetime (N) (Live) Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) (Live) Hannity (N) (Live) The Ingraham Angle (N) (Live) Gutfeld! (N) Fox News (N)
FREE 20 |131/%* 10 Things | Hate About You ('99) Julia Stiles, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Heath Love Trip: Paris "Love Triangles" (N) Love Trip: Paris "Love Hurts" (N) The 700 Club The Office "Lotto"
Ledaer. Teens set a shrewish peer up with the new bov in town.
HALL 52 183|600 % A Splash of Love ('22) Ben % Love on the Sidelines ('16) John Reardon, Hayley Sales, Emily Kinney. Sparks fly | The Golden Girls |The Golden Girls "A| The Golden Girls |The Golden Girls |The Golden Girls
Hollinasworth. Laura Soltis. Rhiannon Fish. |between an iniured auarterback and his assistant. "The Custodv Battle" | Little Romance” "That Was No Ladv" |"In a Bed of Rose's" |"The Truth Will Out"
HGTV 39 |112]Fixer to "Dull House to Dazzling Home"  |Fixer to Fabulous Fixer to Fabulous "Episode 14" (N) House Hunters (N) |Hunters Int'l (N)  |House Hunters Hunters Int'l Fixer to Fabulous
HIST 45 |110|Curse of Oak Island "Beware the Blob" | Digging Deeper "All's Well" (N) Oak Island "Getting the Shaft" (N) (:05) Greatest Heists (N) (:05) Oak Island "Beware the Blob" (:05) Digging Deeper,
ION 13 | 1g |Chicago Fire "Trading in Scutflebutt" Chicago Fire "Purgatory” Chicago Fire "Deathtrap" Chicago Fire "Telling Her Goodbye" Chicago Fire "Babies and Fools" CI}1<icago Fire "Take
a Knee"
LIEE 50 |145|Rizzoli & Isles "Brown Eyed Girl" Rizzoli & Isles "Don't Hate the Player" Rizzoli & Isles "Rebel Without a Pause” | (:05) Rizzoli & Isles "Bloodlines” EOS) Rizzoli & Isles "My Own Worst IEizzFfl:Ii "Don't Hate
nemy" the Plaver"
MSNBC | 36 | 92 |The ReidOut (N) (Live) All In With Chris Hayes (N) (Live) Alex Wagner Tonight (N) (Live) The Last Word With (N) (Live) 11th Hour (N) (Live) Wagner
NICK 16 |210|The Loud House  [The Loud House  |SpongeBob [SpongeBob Friends [Friends Friends [Friends Friends [Friends Friends
NWSN 8 |172|0n Balance With Leland Vittert (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (N) (Live) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
PARMT 64 |153|Two and a Half Men|Two and a Half Men g% Top Gun ('86) Kelly McGillis, Anthony Edwards, Tom Cruise. #x%x Dirty Dancing ('87) Patrick Swayze, Jerry Orbach, Jennifer Grey.
SYFY 58 |152|#*** Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1 (10) Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. Harry, Ron and (:10) %% Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 ('11) Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, Daniel
Hermione set out to destrov the Horcruxes. the secrets to Voldemort's nower. Radcliffe. As his showdown with Lord Voldemort nears. Harrv mav have to make the ultimate sacrifice.
TBS 24 1156 Young Sheldon Young Sheldon The Big Bang The Big B;ng Big Bang “Thg Big |The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang §‘Young Sheldon Young Sheldon Young Sheldon
Theorv Theorv "Pilot" Bran Hvpothesis" | Theorv Theorv Theorv
TCM 49 | 186/(6:45) $k* Purple Noon (60) Marie %%k %xx The Lady Eve ('41) Henry Fonda, Charles Coburn, Barbara Stanwyck. An k% kx Twentieth Century (‘34) Carole Lombard, Walter (:45) %% % Nothing Sacred ('37) Fredric
Laforét. Maurice Ronet. Alain Delon. allurina cardshar and a naive millionaire find romance. Connollv. John Barrvmore. March. Carole Lombard.
TLC 43 |157]1000-Lb. Sisters "Icing on the Cake" 1000-Lb. Sisters (N) [1000-Lb. Sisters (N) | Am Jazz "GOAT" (N) |Extreme Sisters "Four's a Crowd" [1000-Lb. Sisters
TNT 23 |158](19) FHkxrk Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back ('80) Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamill. Luke Skywalker (Mark Hamill), |$x*% Star Wars: Return of the Jedi (‘83) Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamill. Jedi knight Luke
Han Solo (Harrison Ford) and Princess Leia face Darth Vader's wrath. Skvwalker (Mark Hamill) tries to identifv Darth Vader.
TRUTV 38 |129|Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |$-x% The Wedding Singer ('98) Drew Barrymore, Christine Taylor, Adam Sandler.  [Movie
TV LAND | 55 [161|Andy Griffith Show |Andy Griffith Show |Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond [Raymond King [King The King of Queens
USA 25 |132|Law & Order: Special Victims Unit WWE NXT (N) (Live) (:10) Chicago P.D. "Still Water" (N) (:10) Chicago P.D. "New Guard" (N) (:10) Chicago P.D.
"Serendibity" "Fool's Gold" (N)
WE 68 |166|Law & Order "Bottomless" Law & Order "Driven" [Law & Order "Political Animal" Law & Order "Quit Claim" Law & Order "lllegal" Law & Order

MTYV documentary showcases Ukraines exiled youth

BY KEVIN McDONOUGH

Where were you when the
world stopped turning?
Country songwriter Alan
Jackson spoke to millions of
frightened Americans with
his ballad about the terror
attacks on 9/11.

Magnify that one-day ter-
ror over the course of a
year, the destruction of a
country and an effort to
erase a people and you
begin to approach the sense
of terror among Ukraine's
population, suffering the ef-
fects of a Russian invasion
begun last Feb. 24.

MTYV departs from its gen-
erally lighthearted pro-
gramming to air the docu-
mentary "Don't Leave Me Be-
hind: Stories of Young
Ukrainian Survival" (10 p.m.,
TV-14), which follows a
handful of young people in
their teens and 20s who are
among the millions who fled
to neighboring countries in
the aftermath of Vladimir
Putin's invasion.

The film does a good job
of humanizing their dilem-
ma. On one hand, they have
endured a gruesome nation-
al calamity. But at the same
time, they are young people
with their own hopes and
dreams. One girl, now in Po-
land, grieves for her coun-
try while also mourning the
loss of her individual danc-
ing career, a passion that
had been at the center of
her life until the bombs
began to fall.

This film dovetails with
the "Frontline" documenta-
ry "Ukraine: Life Under
Russia's Attack," which was
broadcast last Tuesday and
can be streamed at pbs.org/
frontline or with the PBS
app.

A number of past "Front-
line" documentaries can be
accessed in this manner. For
viewers who want to dig
deeper into the subjects cov-
ered in these films, "Front-
line" has created its "Trans-
parency Project," which
makes available footage of
interviews of the subjects
who are participants in each
documentary. Some films in-
clude some 30 to 50 inter-
views, all available to watch.

For those who prefer to
get their journalism via pod-
casts, "Frontline" creates

podcasts that feature the
audio from its documenta-
ries. You can download them
at www.pbs.org/wgbh/front-
line/podcasts/.

At a time when so many
formerly dependable and
substantial sources of news
and journalism have been
eliminated or neutered by
corporate acquisition and
mergers, "Frontline" stands
out as a serious source of
substantive reporting.

* "Real Sports With Bryant
Gumbel" (10 p.m., HBO, TV-
PG) reports on the cozy re-
lationship between sporting
organizations, including
soccer's FIFA and the Swiss
government. Many of these
organizations have located
their headquarters in that
European country; some
contend it's because Switzer-
land turns a blind eye to
bribery and corruption
scandals.

Another report profiles
Aaron "Wheelz" Fothering-
ham. Born with spina bifida,
he is considered the godfa-
ther of extreme wheelchair
sports, where jumping, flip-
ping and crashing have be-
come the norm.

There's also a group pro-
file of lifeguards who work
the beaches on Oahu's North
Shore, a surfing mecca with
some of the world's most
dangerous waves, as well as
a look at a Philadelphia
country club whose mem-
bers teach the rudiments of
their symbolically elite
sport to inner-city youth.

TONIGHT'S OTHER
HIGHLIGHTS

- A rash of robberies on
"FBI" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-14).

» Two brothers care for
ailing hawks and kites that
have fallen from the sky due
to New Delhi's extreme air
pollution in the Oscar-nomi-
nated documentary "All That
Breathes" (8:35 p.m., HBO
Signature, TV-14).

« An expat lawyer expires
in Budapest on "FBI: Interna-
tional" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14).

- A refugee teen from So-
malia goes missing on "FBI:
Most Wanted" (10 p.m., CBS,
TV-14).

CULT CHOICE

The emergence of synthet-
ic diamonds rattles the mo-

NELLY KISS / (BS © 2023 C

BS BROADCASTING INC.

Special Agent Scott Forrester (Luke Kleintank) and the Fly Team investigate the death of an American law-
yer working in Budapest after he is killed by a car bomb in tonight’s episode of “FBI: International,” airing

at 9 p.m. on CBS.

nopolized gem trade in the
2022 documentary "Nothing
Lasts Forever" (10 p.m., Show-
case, TV-14).

SERIES NOTES

Abby presides over sub-
way justice on "Night Court"
(8 p.m., NBC, TV-PG) * Eth-
ics charges roil the force on
"9-1-1: Lone Star" (8 p.m.,
Fox, TV-14) * A bomb-crazy
militia must be stopped on
"The Rookie" (8 p.m., ABC,
TV-14) * A search for new
tech unearths scam artists
on "American Auto" (8:30
p-m., NBC, TV-PG) * On two
episodes of "La Brea" (NBC,
TV-PG): out of the past (9
p.m.); a wild horde (10 p.m.)
* A drag performer's affair
with a closeted man ends
badly on "Accused" (9 p.m.,
Fox, TV-14) * Cupid's arrow
on "The Rookie: Feds" (9 p.m.,
ABC, TV-14) * The FBI trails
neo-Nazis on "Will Trent" (10
p.m., ABC, TV-14).

LATE NIGHT

Pink and Jonathan Majors
are booked on "The Late Show
With Stephen Colbert" (11:35
p.m., CBS) * Jimmy Fallon
welcomes Austin Butler, Rob
Gronkowski and Tyler Hub-
bard on "The Tonight Show"

(11:35 p.m., NBC, r) * Allison a.m., NBC, r).
Williams, S.S. Rajamouli
and Fab Moretti visit "Late Copyright 2023

Night with Seth Meyers" (12:35
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To Place Your Classified Ads,

Please call

3-774-1200

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for
Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday & Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for the Weekend edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is
made; however we are not responsible for errors after
the first run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or
expense that results from the printing or omission of
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse

or cancel any ad at any time.

LEGAL
NOTICES

Legal Notice

NOTICE OF SUMTER
BOARD OF ZONING
APPEALS PUBLIC HEARING

The Sumter City-County Board of
Zoning Appeals will hold a regularly
scheduled meeting on Wednesday,
March 8, 2023, at 3:00 p.m. in City
Council Chambers located on the
Fourth Floor of the Sumter Opera
House (21 North Main Street,
Sumter, South Carolina).

BOA-23-05, 60 Swamp Fox Run (City)
The applicant is requesting a
variance from the rear building
setback requirements outlined in
Article 3, Section 3.k.5.b: (LI-W
District) Minimum Yard & Building
Setbacks of the City of Sumter
Zoning & Development Standards
Ordinance in order to allow a 25 ft.
rear building setback for future
development of the property. The
property is currently subject to a 100
ft. rear building setback requirement
in accordance with applicable
zoning district requirements. The
property is located at 60 Swamp Fox
Run, is zoned Planned Development
(PD) subject to the development
standards for the Light
Industrial-Warehouse (LI-W)
District, and is represented by TMS#
226-14-03-038.

Documents pertaining to the
proposed request(s) are on file in the
Office of the Sumter City-County
Planning Department and are
available to be inspected and
studied by interested citizens.

David Merchant
Mayor

Summons &
Notice

STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SUMTER
C/A #:
2022-CP-43-01932
SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF
FILING OF COMPLAINT
(Non-Jury)
Foreclosure

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE
HOUSING FINANCE AND
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY,
Plaintiff,
vs.
JAMERSON ALSTON and SYNOVUS
BANK SUCCESSOR BY MERGER
TO THE NATIONAL BANK OF
SOUTH CAROLINA,
Defendants.

TO THE DEFENDANT JAMERSON
ALSTON ABOVE NAMED:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the
Complaint in this action, a copy of
which is herewith served upon you,
and to serve a copy of your answer to
the said Complaint upon the
subscribers, at their office, 508
Meeting Street, West Columbia,
South Carolina 29169, or at Post
Office Box 11682, Columbia, South
Carolina 29211, within thirty (30)
days after the service hereof,
exclusive of the day of such service;
and if you fail to answer the
Complaint in the time aforesaid,
judgment by default will be rendered
against you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the original Complaint in the above
entitled action was filed in the Clerk
of Court's Office for Sumter County
on December 7, 2023. A Notice of
Foreclosure Intervention was also
filed in the Clerk of Court's Office.

s/Ryan J. Patane

Ryan J. Patane

S.C. Bar No. 103116
Benjamin E. Grimsley
S.C. Bar No. 70335
D'ALBERTO,
GRIMSLEY, LLC
Attorneys for the Plaintiff
P.0O. Box 11682

Columbia, S.C. 29211

(803) 233-1177
rpatane@dgglegal.com
bgrimsley@dgglegal.com

GRAHAM &

Summons &
Notice

STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SUMTER
C/A #:
2022-CP-43-01931
SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF
FILING OF COMPLAINT
(Non-Jury)
Foreclosure

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE
HOUSING FINANCE AND
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY,
Plaintiff,
vs.
MICHAEL A. HODGE
HOUSING CORP.,

and SC
Defendants.

TO THE DEFENDANT MICHAEL A.
HODGE ABOVE NAMED:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the
Complaint in this action, a copy of
which is herewith served upon you,
and to serve a copy of your answer to
the said Complaint upon the
subscribers, at their office, 508
Meeting Street, West Columbia,
South Carolina 29169, or at Post
Office Box 11682, Columbia, South
Carolina 29211, within thirty (30)
days after the service hereof,
exclusive of the day of such service;
and if you fail to answer the
Complaint in the time aforesaid,
judgment by default will be rendered
against you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the original Complaint in the above
entitled action was filed in the Clerk
of Court's Office for Sumter County
on December 7, 2022. A Notice of
Foreclosure Intervention was also
filed in the Clerk of Court's Office.\

s/Ryan J. Patane

S.C. Bar No. 103116
Benjamin E. Grimsley
S.C. Bar No. 70335
D'Alberto, Graham & Grimsley, LLC
Attorneys for the Plaintiff
P.O. Box 11682

Columbia, S.C. 29211

(803) 233-1177
rpatane@dgglegal.com
bgrimsley@dgglegal.com
February 6, 2023

Estate Notice
Sumter County
Persons having claim against the
following estates are required to deliver
or mail their claims to the indicated
Personal Representatives, appointed to
administer these estates, and to file their
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N.
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or
before the date that is eight months after
the date of the first publication of this
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803),
or such persons shall be forever barred
as to heir claims. All claims are required
to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and the address
of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the nature of any
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a description of

any security as to the claim.

Estate:/Marlene Brigitte Oliver
#2023ES4300084

Personal Representative:
Jonnie-Ann Oliver Downey
4107 Chilton Way

High Point, NC 27265

Estate:/Charles Howell McCabe
#2023ES4300113

Personal Representative:

Eric C. McCabe
114 Palm Springs Drive
Wedgefield, SC 29168

Paul L. Held
Attorney at Law

136 N. Main St.
Sumter, SC 29151

YOUR AD
HERE

Estate Notice

Estate Notice

Estate Notice

Sumter County Sumter County Sumter County
NOTICETO CREDITORS | NOTICETO CREDITORS | NOTICE TO CREDITORS
OF ESTATES OF ESTATES OF ESTATES
Persons having claim against the Persons having claim against the Persons having claim against the

following estates are required to deliver
or mail their claims to the indicated
Personal Representatives, appointed to
administer these estates, and to file their
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N.
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or
before the date that is eight months after
the date of the first publication of this
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803),
or such persons shall be forever barred
as to heir claims. All claims are required
to be pr d in written 1ts,
indicating the name and the address
of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the nature of any
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a description of
any security as to the claim.

Estate:/Tracy Leigh Sheppard
Harvin

#2022ES4300670

Personal Representative:

Keith T. Harvin

330 Concord Street
Apt. 11-C
Charleston, SC 29401

Glenn G. Givens
Attorney at Law

107 North Main Street
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Tonya Teresa Mayo

Reed
#2023ES4300075
Personal Representative:
Tiawana Mayo

21 South Salem Avenue
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Jerri Christine
Momtgomery
#2023ES4300094

Personal Representative:

Tayonna L. Brailsford
1724 Benelli Street
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Alexander Lesane Jr.
#2023ES4300079

Personal Representative:
Sharon Caudle Lesane

2186 Stanley Court
Sumter, SC 29154

Estate:/Marion G. Walters
#2023ES4300096

Personal Representative:
Ola Mae Walters

767 Brand Street
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Somera Samuels
#2023ES4300067

Personal Representative:

Furmera M. Samuels
205 Glenshire Drive
Columbia, SC 29203

Jonathan Spitz
Attorney at Law
PO Box 11262
Columbia, SC 29211

Estate:/Cynthia Joy Laumer
#2023ES4300054

Personal Representative:

Geoffrey Dougal
201 Wine Circle
Blountville., TN 37617

J. Cabot Seth
Attorney at Law
PO Box 1268
Sumter, SC 29151

Estate:/Emma Earline Monroe
#2023ES4300068

Personal Representative:
Diane McFadden

745 Tieasha Lane
Gable, SC 29051

Bernard

Pompey
#2023ES4300088

Estate:/Norman

Personal Representative:

Brenda M. Pompey
108 Council Street
Sumter, SC 29150

following estates are required to deliver
or mail their claims to the indicated
Personal Representatives, appointed to
administer these estates, and to file their
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N.
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or
before the date that is eight months after
the date of the first publication of this
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803),
or such persons shall be forever barred
as to heir claims. All claims are required
to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and the address
of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the nature of any
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a description of
any security as to the claim.

Estate:/Clinton Talmadge
Barwick
#2023ES4300056
Personal Representative:
Steve Andrew Barwick

3201 Mayflower Lane
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Carol Patricia Green
#2023ES4300070

Personal Representative:
Nya Simone Green

2440 Edmunds Drive
Sumter, SC 29154

Sue Newell
Morgan
#2023ES4300080

Estate:/Peggy

Personal Representative:

Melissa D. Turner
121 Lindley Avenue
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Rose Diane Anderson
#2023ES4300091

Personal Representative:
Willie Anderson

1850 Quail Run Road
Sumter, SC 29154

Estate:/Richard Kevin Shields
#2023ES4300101

Personal Representative:

Sharon Shields
6535 Montpelier Lane
Sumter, SC 29154

Chad Fuller
Attorney at Law

322 S. Lakeshore Dr.
Gilbert, SC 29054

following estates are required to deliver
or mail their claims to the indicated
Personal Representatives, appointed to
administer these estates, and to file their
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N.
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or
before the date that is eight months after
the date of the first publication of this
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803),
or such persons shall be forever barred
as to heir claims. All claims are required
to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and the address
of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the nature of any
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a description of
any security as to the claim.

Estate:/Silas J. Dawson
#2023ES4300103

Personal Representative:

Leslie Dawson
156 Shepherd Ave.
Neward, NJ 07112

Matthew Williamson
Attorney at Law

1 Law Range
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Sharon Elaine Smith
Lentine

#2023ES4300083

Personal Representative:

Karen S. Leonhardt

2231 W. Old 14 Highway
Landrum, SC 29356

Estate:/Helen Louise Partin
#2023ES4300110

Personal Representative:
C. Wayne Partin
700 Quay Circle

Apt 715
Charleston, SC 29412

Home
Improvements

H.L. Boone, Contractor: Remodel,
paint, roofs, gutters, drywall, blown
ceilings, etc. 773-9904

Tree Service

Estate:/Cavin Leslie Carpenter
#2023ES4300057

Personal Representative:

Margaret C. Carpenter
970 Oak Brook Boulevard
Sumter, SC 29150

Kenneth R. Young, Jr.
Attorney at Law

23 West Calhoun Street
Sumter, SC 29150

A Notch Above Tree Care Full
quality service low rates, lic./ins., free
est BBB accredited. Log pickup
available. 803-983-9721

Estate:/Kevin Lee Williamson
#2023ES4300072

Personal Representative:

Glenn F. Givens
107 North Main Street
Sumter, SC 29150

Wade S. Kolb
Attorney at Law

107 North Main Street
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Dianna Kay Bohan
#2023ES4300082

Personal Representative:
Susan A. Hanks

509 Ashby Road
Sumter, SC 29154

Auctions

A-1 Self Storage
Public Auction
February 28, 2023 @ 9:00 am
3501 Broad Street Ext.
Sumter, SC 29154
803-494-2668

The following units will be up for
auction:

M, Jones (D02) - Misc. items,
boxes, bags, furniture, washer/dryer,
dolly

O, Ellerbe (D27) - Misc. items,
boxes, bags, fumniture, pool table,
mattress/box spring

T, Champagne (E09) - Misc. items,
bags

Estate:/Olivia Vivian
Cunningham

#2023ES4300092

Personal Representative:

Mishell Stephens Gosey

2027 Tobasco Way
Murfreesboro, TN 37128

\
gl

¢ Clorox bleach

* Pedigree dog food -
chicken, rice & vegetable

* Adams flea & tick spray

® Pedigree choice cuts can

food

e Stainless steel dog bowls
* Pedigree puppy can & dry

food
e Milk bones

For Sale
or Trade

Evergreen Cemetery, Fountain
#1 section. 2 plots and granite
military marker and vase. Can be
sold separately. Call
843-222-0900.

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Laborer/mover, part-time to full-
time hours. No experience needed.
Background check. Driver class A
or B or non-CDL. 803-236-4008.

Help Wanted
Part-Time

Office needs a part time office
assistant to run errands, light
admin/reception duties.

Please send a resume to P.O.
Box No: 2446, Sumter, SC 29151.

RENTALS

Unfurnished
Homes

House for rent in Sumter, 1021
Truitt St., 3 bed, 1 bath, security
system, smoke detectors, fenced
backyard, carport, new appliances,
quiet neighborhood. Section 8 only.
Call 803-566-2418, 9am-7pm.

EXTEND YOUR
REACH.

GROW YOUR
CLIENTELE.

ADVERTISING
WITH US
WILL GROW
YOUR SALES!

WWW.THEITEM.COM

Alpha Tech Pet Kennel Sol

Germicidal cleaner &
disinfectant

Bounty paper towels
Lysol spray original scent

Dawn original dish

detergent
Petlac Milk powder for

puppies
* Potty pads

Donations can be dropped off at
1240 Winkles Road, Sumter, SC 29153

Sumter [ITEM

36 W. Liberty Street
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S.P.C.A. ¢ 1140 S. Guignard Dr., Sumter
11AM - 5PM Daily, Closed Wed & Sun
Animal Receiving:

11AM - 4PM M, T, Th, F & 11AM - 2PM Sat

The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, aka
SPCA, has an abundance of friendly pets looking for nice,
warm homes with lots of love to share. Shown are just a
few of the adoptable pets now available at the shelter.

BELLA

BOBBY

CINDER

My name is My name is My name is
BELLA and BOBBY and CINDER and
I'm a 6 year I'm a 2 year I'ma1year
old chocolate old gray old tan and
and tan female tak?by and white female
Shepherd mix. white male Catahoula
American Leopard Dog/
Shorthair. Lab mix.
DESMOND HALO HARLOW
MV name is My name is ;
DESMOND HALO and I'm H%%Lr&a)\r?veaﬁd
and I'm a1 year an 8 year old I'ma 6 year old
old gray tabby black and white tricolored male
male American female Lab mix. Hound.
Shorthair.

LI LO MICHELANGELO
My name is
My name is MICHELANGELO
LLOandI'ma1 andI'ma
year old brown 9 week old
tabby and orange tabby
white female and white
American male American
Shorthair. Shorthair.

NAOMI

My name is
NAOMI and I'm
a 1 year old black
and white female
Lab/Husky mix.

SARAH SASHA SKITTLES
My name is My name is My name is
i SAGHA oo SKITTLES and
I'm a7 month 'ma 1 yearold I'ma2yearold
old chocolate black and white gray tabby and

female Lab mix. female Lab mix. white female

American
Shorthair.

SWEETNESS SYPHUS TOPANGA
My name is My name is My name is
SWEETNESS SYPHUS and TOPANGA and
andI'ma1 I'ma5yearold I'm a 10 month
year old gray black male Lab old tortoiseshell/
male American mix. tabby female

Shorthair. American
Shorthair.

VIOLET

My name is
VIOLET and
I'm a 2 year old
gray tabby and
white female
American
Shorthair.

Other things you can do to help

Though not everyone can take a pet home, the SPCA is always accepting donations.

Monetary Donations ¢ Collars ¢ Animal Food ¢ Leashes Cat Litter ¢ Treats

Beds ¢ Clean Newspapers ¢ Blankets ¢ Trash Bags * Towels ¢ Paper Towels

Adoption Fee: Dogs - $175.00 ¢ Cats - $75.00

This includes the first vaccinations, first deworming and a voucher towards the spaying or neutering of the animal.

Hours of Operation: 11:00 am to 5:00 pm ¢ Closed Wednesday and Sunday

i DAVIAD!
803-905-5280)

PLEASE ADOPT A FRIEND!
2565 Lindo Ct. « Sumter, SC 29150

MY BUDDYBOARDING INN

36 Years Boarding Experience ® 34 Years
773-2501

1140 S. GUIGNARD DR.
Hours: am - 5:30pm

Closed Wednesday & Sunday Graduate of Academy of

Professional Boarding, Grooming & Clipping

We also sell Pet Supplies!

Lori Cook Briggs
Groomer & SIrDy|ist

og Grooming

FOR PETS INC.

Grooming Experience

Happy Pets “Home Away From Home” For 36 Years
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Our Commitment

To connect. To inform. To build a better Sumter.
We are the microphone. You tell the story

Essentially local.
Authentically
Sumter.

Sign up for The Sumter Item’s free email newsletter.
www.theitem.com/newsletter
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