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A unifying moment in Sumter

With door open,
action must be
next step to heal
past injustice

BY KAYLA GREEN
kayla@theitem.com

In the ever-evolving protests against
racism both systemic and individual-
ized, when a gathering of different
groups, different people and different
agendas is often defined by the most
dramatic moment, Sunday’s march in
Sumter achieved something different.

The crowd came from different back-
grounds, different denominations.
From different ranges of the groups
that have been in the news cyclically
when a black person is killed by a white
police officer and constantly since wit-
nesses’ videos revealed the final 8 min-
utes and 46 seconds of George Floyd’s
life as he pleaded for air under the knee
of an officer who has since, after public
outcry, been charged with second-de-
gree murder.

They were preachers. They were po-
lice. They were young and old, black
and white, and they stretched along
Calhoun Street from Grace Baptist
Church and swelled to cover the
grounds in front of the old Sumter
County courthouse on North Main
Street for a short program after a large-
ly quiet march. Most wore masks.

The mix of people across ages and
races stood out to Robin Todt. She espe-
cially liked how many white people
showed up.

A white woman herself and member
of St. Jude’s Catholic Church on West
Oakland Avenue, Todt said it was her
first time participating in a march or
protest. Her mother heard about it and
wanted to go, so Todt brought her and
her 86-year-old Air Force veteran fa-
ther.

Churches rally against racism

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

Candace and Arriel Smalls hold their fists in the air with others on Sunday outside the old Sumter County courthouse. Hundreds
marched from Grace Baptist Church to the courthouse on Main Street to show solidarity and protest the killing of George Floyd,
with church leaders emphasizing unity, the example of Jesus Christ and nonviolence.

Hundreds attend Sunday march led by Sumter pastors, police

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Spurred by recent events across
the nation, a crowd of Christians ral-
lied with police Sunday at the old
Sumter County courthouse against
racism and for non-violence.

At least 500 attendees — a mix of
mostly black and white churchgoers
from numer-

“Things have just
got to be different,”
she said.

Approaching the
courthouse, one
group conversation-
ally chanted “No jus-
tice, no peace” dur-
ing the march while
most of the hun-
dreds of participants
chatted at inside-
voice level. They
seemed physically,
spiritually, mentally
as one. It was calm.
Focused.

“George Floyd’s

ous denomina-
tions across
Sumter Coun-
ty — took part
in the march
from Grace
Baptist
Church on
Calhoun Street
to the down-
town court-
house steps. It
was there
where several
pastors em-
phasized all
churches’
unity and fol-

death,” Sumter Po-
lice Chief Russell
Roark said during his turn to address
the crowd, “was murder.”

Many held signs. Kids played with
forward momentum up Calhoun. A
man walked as he flew a Kite.

“It was just so great. That was just a
really nice program,” said Pommetha
McGill-Rice of Worldwide International

SEE ACTION, PAGE A6

lowing Biblical
principles and
the example of Jesus Christ as the
solution to racial inequality and po-
lice brutality.

The march comes amid ongoing
protests across the world and locally
following the death of George Floyd,
a black man who died at the hands
and under the knee of a white police
officer three weeks ago on May 25 in
Minneapolis. The four officers in-

Hundreds marched from Grace Baptist Church to the old Sumter County courthouse.

volved in the incident were fired the
next day. It took days and public out-
cry for Derek Chauvin, the officer
who knelt on Floyd’s neck for nearly
nine minutes as the handcuffed man
pleaded for air, to be charged. The
other three officers have also been
charged, and Chauvin’s murder
charge has been upgraded from
third- to second-degree.

The local march was an outcome of
an impromptu gathering about two
weeks ago of 68 Christian preachers
from across Sumter County.

Longtime pastors the Rev. Marion
Newton, senior pastor of Jehovah
Missionary Baptist Church, and the
Rev. Clay Smith, lead pastor at Alice

Drive Baptist, were conveners of the
march and initially spoke at the
rally, which lasted about 25 minutes
after the march. Jehovah’s congrega-
tion on South Harvin Street is pre-
dominantly black. Alice Drive Bap-
tist, at the corner of Loring Mill
Road and Wise Drive, is multicultur-
al but majority white.

After singing from Shonda English,
the Rev. Nick Cheek, senior pastor of
First Presbyterian Church, led the
program’s prayer, and three younger
pastors followed with brief messages.
Sumter Police Chief Russell Roark
and Sheriff Anthony Dennis also

SEE MARCH, PAGE A6

Police disciplinary records are largely kept secret in US.

BY CLAUDIA LAUER

Pownall, a Phila-

officers who had

know whether their depart-

and COLLEEN LONG
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Officer
Derek Chauvin had more
than a dozen misconduct com-
plaints against him before he
put his knee on George
Floyd’s neck. Daniel Pantaleo,
the New York City officer who
seized Eric Garner in a deadly
chokehold, had eight. Ryan

delphia officer
facing murder
charges in the
shooting of David
Jones, had 15 over

five years.

But the public
didn’t know about
any of that until after the vic-
tims’ deaths.

Citizen complaints against
police across the U.S. are

CHAUVIN

largely kept secret,

either under the law CONGRESS
or by union contract ACTS

— a practice some

criminal justice ex- Senate GOP to
perts say deprives restrict police

chokeholds in

the public of infor- By
emerging bill A4

mation that could
be used to root out
problem officers be-
fore it’s too late.

In recent years, there have
been dozens of examples of

numerous com-
plaints against
them of excessive
force, harassment
or other misconduct
before they were ac-

ment or any particular officer
is one they would want out in
the streets,” said David Har-
ris, a University of Pittsburgh
law professor who studies po-
lice behavior.

cused of Kkilling While the U.S. considers
someone on duty. ways to reform American po-
Confidentiality licing following the sometimes

“makes it really tough for the
public to know just who it is
they are dealing with and to

violent protests that erupted

SEE RECORDS, PAGE A6
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Study: Americans in their 30s most at risk for identity theft

City of Sumter had 15
cases reported in 2019,
12 reported in county

BY SHELBIE GOULDING
shelbie@theitem.com

Near the beginning of the pandemic,
coronavirus-related scams increased,
and common scams included robocalls
and fraudulent online vendors claim-
ing to sell in-demand goods such as
hand sanitizers and masks.

A major consequence for victims of

these scams is money loss and identity

theft, which has been on the rise for
the past few years. According to an

analysis conducted by Construction
Coverage, South Carolina was rated
ninth in the country for most identity
theft reports in the U.S. for loan and
lease fraud, with neighboring states
Georgia rated first and North Carolina
rated 14th for loan and lease fraud.
The analysis showed that South
Carolina recorded 10,851 identity theft
reports in 2019. For every 100,000 resi-
dents, there were 213 identity theft re-
ports in the state. The year-over-year
change in identity theft reports was

71.2%.

In the city of Sumter, there were 15
identity theft cases reported in 2019,
said Tonyia McGirt, public informa-
tion officer for the Sumter Police De-
partment. Since May 31, there have
been five cases reported.

VIEW STUDY ONLINE

https://constructioncoverage.com/research/
identity-theft-reports-by-state

The Sumter County Sheriff’s Office
has seen two cases reported so far this
year, according to Deputy Adrienne
Sarvis, public information officer for
the sheriff’s office. Last year, the
county had a total of 12 cases report-
ed.

Georgia leads the nation for identity
theft reports with about 427 identity
theft reports per 100,000 people and a
total of almost 45,000 identity theft re-
ports for 2019, according to Construc-
tion Coverage. All of the top 15 states

experienced an increase in identity
theft reports from 2018 to 2019 with an
average increase of about 58%.

Credit card fraud and loan or lease
fraud were the most common forms of
identity theft for states on the list,
Construction Coverage said.

The analysis also showed that while
people of all ages are at risk for identi-
ty theft, the FTC received the most
identity theft reports for Americans
aged 30-39. The ITRC said millennials
are more willing to share their person-
al data online and are less fearful of
their information being compromised
than other age groups.

While other ages are also at high
risk, there’s a possibility that many
cases of identity theft can go unre-
ported or unnoticed.

Sumter garden clubs deliver 550 begonias to Tuomey nurses

SUBMITTED

Each year, the Council of Garden
Clubs of Sumter and the Azalea
and Poinsett-Bland garden clubs
eagerly anticipate the first week in
June, National Garden Week,
which includes great community
engagement. This special week is a
time when garden clubs focus on
education, resources and national
networking opportunities for mem-
bers to promote the love of garden-
ing, floral design and civic and en-
vironmental responsibility.

For many years, these Sumter
clubs have designed and placed
flower arrangements and educa-
tional displays at various locations
including Prisma Health Tuomey
Hospital’s lobby. When the corona-
virus impacted visitor policy at the
hospital, garden club members
chose to “embrace the unwelcome
change by sharing our love of gar-
dening in a different manner: by
giving a nurse a plant,” said Cathe-
rine Blumberg, president of the
Poinsett-Bland club. “We learned
there are nearly 550 nurses at Tu-
omey, so we prepared 550 begonias
and delivered them to the hospital.”

“We feel very honored that the
Sumter garden clubs took the time
to recognize the entire nursing
team at Tuomey, which is 550 nurs-
es strong!” said Nurse Executive
Terrie Carlton. “We are so grateful
that they wanted to provide such a
thoughtful and generous act of
kindness. It has been such an
eventful and unprecedented year,
and these flowers put a smile on
our faces!”

“We wanted to convey our appre-

ciation for those who are giving to
our community by giving back to
them,” Blumberg said. “Knowing
that our health care professionals
are facing enormous strain on a
daily basis, we thanked them with
a gift of flowers. Preparing these
gifts lifted our spirits, and it is our
desire that these flowers feed the
soul and express compassion for all
those so severely impacted by coro-
navirus.”

Garden clubs in Sumter are
members of the Garden Club of
South Carolina, an organization
with 4,767 members, 192 clubs and
18 governing councils. Clubs sup-
port and sponsor flower shows,

landscape design schools, backyard
habitats, beautification projects,
youth education, environmental
studies, schools and more.

In the Sumter area, the garden
clubs are best known for the annu-

PHOTOS BY TRACI QUINN / PRISMA HEALTH TUOMEY HOSPITAL
The Council of Garden Clubs of Sumter and the Azalea and Poinsett-
Bland garden clubs showed their appreciation for Prisma Health Tu-
omey nurses by sharing their love of gardening through a donation of
begonias.

al Holiday House Tour and Tea, but
the clubs do much more. Club
members are Arbor Day partici-
pants, flower show sponsors at the
American Legion Fair and at the
Iris Festival. They plant flowers at
Washington Place, sponsor youth at
Camp Wildwood and provide a
number of other community ser-
vices.

If you are interested in learning
about Sumter’s garden clubs, call
(803) 983-2126 or (803) 469-6509. Find
the Council of Garden Clubs of
Sumter on Facebook. Information
about the Garden Club of South
Carolina can be found at https.//
gardenclubofsc.org and the National
Garden Club at www.gardenclub.
org.

Electronic option available for amending 2019 individual income tax returns

BY THE SOUTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

Because of COVID-19-related tax
relief, South Carolina is still more
than a month away from the Individ-
ual Income Tax due date. More than
2 million South Carolina Individual
Income Tax returns have already
been filed.

If you already filed your South
Carolina Individual Income Tax re-
turn and realize you need to fix an
error, the South Carolina Depart-
ment of Revenue encourages you to
amend your return electronically, a
new option available through many

tax software providers. Filing elec-
tronically using a reputable vendor
is your safest and fastest filing op-
tion. Learn more about filing South
Carolina Individual Income Taxes
online at dor.sc.gov/iit-filing.

The IRS also recently announced

that for the first time it will begin ac-

cepting 2019 federal amended re-
turns online this summer.

AMENDING RETURNS BY PAPER

To amend your South Carolina In-

dividual Income Tax return by
paper, file a new 2019 SC1040, and
check the Amended Return box.

Complete the return as it should
have been filed, including all sched-
ules and attachments, plus an
Amended Return Schedule (Sch.
AMD).

To amend a return from 2018 or
older, use the SC1040X. The SC1040X
will not be accepted for tax years
2019 and after. The SC1040X cannot
be filed electronically.

COVID-19-RELATED TAX RELIEF
REMINDER

South Carolina Income Tax, Fran-
chise Tax, Estimated Tax and Corpo-
rate License Fee filings and pay-

ments originally due between April 1
and July 15 are due July 15, 2020. In-
dividuals, corporations, partner-
ships, banks, savings and loans, utili-
ties, trusts and estates and tax-ex-
empt organizations qualify.

For details about state tax relief,
visit dor.sc.gov/emergencies.

For federal tax relief information,
visit irs.gov/coronavirus.

Get the latest news updates from
the SCDOR on Facebook and Twitter
and by subscribing to our email lists.
For your personal security, please do
not submit questions with personal
information on social media.
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Let’s Party has adapted

its business model to be
able to continue offering
accessories to celebrations
during COVID-19.
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Red Cross blood drives testing for COVID-19 antibodies

BY KAYLA GREEN
kayla@theitem.com

Beginning Monday and for a limit-
ed time, the American Red Cross
started testing all blood, platelet and
plasma donations for COVID-19 anti-
bodies.

Antibodies testing gives donors in-
sight into whether they have been
exposed to the coronavirus that con-
tinues to impact the world and that
in South Carolina has seen an in-
crease in confirmed cases and the

percentage of people testing positive.

While the antibody testing offers
that knowledge, there is also a con-
tinued urgent need for blood dona-
tions as hospitals resume surgeries
that were put on hold to prioritize
treating virus patients as well as
treatments that require blood prod-
ucts.

Antibody testing will indicate if the
donor’s immune system has produced
antibodies to the coronavirus, regard-
less of whether he or she developed

symptoms. Donations will be tested
using samples pulled at the time of do-
nation and sent to a lab where they
will also undergo routine infectious
disease testing. A positive antibody
test result does not confirm infection
or immunity.

COVID-19 antibody test results will
be available within seven to 10 days in
the Red Cross Blood Donor app or
donor portal at www.RedCrossBlood.
org. The test has been authorized for
emergency use by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration.

“If you are feeling healthy and well,
please schedule an appointment to not
only help saves lives, but also learn
about your potential exposure to
COVID-19,” said Dr. Erin Goodhue, ex-
ecutive medical director of direct pa-
tient care with Red Cross Biomedical
Services.

The Red Cross is not testing donors
to diagnose illness, referred to as a di-
agnostic test.

Donation appointments can be made
by downloading the free Blood Donor

app, visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org,
calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or enabling the Blood Donor
Skill on any Alexa Echo device.

All those who donate in June will
receive a $5 Amazon.com gift card via
email.

ABOUT BLOOD DONATION

All blood types are needed to en-
sure a reliable supply for patients. A
blood donor card or driver’s license
or two other forms of identification
are required at check-in. Individuals
who are 17 years of age in most
states (16 with parental consent
where allowed by state law), weigh at
least 110 pounds and are in generally
good health may be eligible to donate
blood. High school students and
other donors 18 years of age and
younger also have to meet certain
height and weight requirements.

BLOOD DRIVE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

To protect the health and safety of
Red Cross staff and donors, individu-

als who do not feel well or who think
they may be ill with COVID-19 should
postpone their donation.

Each Red Cross blood drive and do-
nation center follows precautions in-
cluding temperature checks, social
distancing and face coverings for do-
nors and staff.

Donors are asked to schedule an ap-
pointment prior to arriving at the
drive and are required to wear a face
covering or mask while at the drive, in
alignment with Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention public guid-
ance.

UPCOMING DONATION
OPPORTUNITIES IN SUMTER

Wednesday, June 17: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Palmetto Health Tuomey, 129 N. Wash-
ington St.

Monday, June 22: 2-7 p.m., Veritas
Church, 822 S. Guignard Drive

Wednesday, June 24: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Sumter Utilities, 1151 N. Pike Road

Thursday, June 25: 2-7 p.m., Grace
Baptist Church, 219 W. Calhoun St.

State Farm agents donate fresh produce,
farm products to Sumter Senior Services

BY SHELBIE GOULDING
shelbie@theitem.com

With COVID-19 cases still
on the rise, the senior popula-
tion remains at risk of devel-
oping serious complications
from the virus.

Sumter Senior Services, a
focal point for programs, ser-
vices and information for
older adults throughout Sum-
ter County, teamed up with
five of Sumter’s State Farm
agents to help the local se-
niors stay safe during the pan-
demic.

According to the Depart-
ment of Health and Environ-
mental Control, South Caroli-
na has reported about 600 CO-
VID-19-related deaths and
more than 18,700 COVID-19
cases as of Monday.

GOLD

PAYING TOP

DOLLAR

Sumter has had 19 COVID-
19-related deaths and about
626 positive cases as of Mon-
day, according to DHEC.

Seniors in rural areas and
with underlying health issues
have become more isolated
and unable to secure many
food items necessary for good
nutritional health, so Sumter
Senior Services distributed
nearly 200 boxes of fresh fruit,
vegetables, dairy products
and more to Sumter County
seniors.

“Our local seniors and our
organization greatly appreci-
ate the kind generosity of our
local State Farm agents,”
Sumter Senior Services Exec-
utive Director Gail Wilson
said. “Their spirit and willing-
ness to reach out and to lend a
helping hand is precisely what

you’d expect from a neighbor
who recognizes a need unful-
filled. Thanks to their gift,
more seniors are impacted,
and more nutritional lives are
enhanced.”

Sumter State Farm Agents
Ben Griffith, Bill Denny,
Charles Bostic, Tammy Kelly
and Gary Herlong collectively
contributed to help the pro-
cess proceed.

“As State Farm agents, one
of our goals is to always be a
good neighbor in the commu-
nity,” Griffith said. “When
you are fearful of this virus or
you don’t have adequate
transportation, those food
items are a lot more difficult
to come by. We thought that
would be a great project and
great effort for us to support
during this period of time.”

Shelly A. Lundberg

Certified Public Accountant

e Audits ® Reviews ® Compilations
® Business ® Individual ® Non-Profit
® Tax Planning & Preparation

Local State
Farm agents
gave about 200
boxes of fruit,
vegetables,
dairy products
and more to
Sumter seniors
through Sum-
ter Senior Ser-
vices.
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The Visiting Angels national, private duty network of home
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own homes throughout
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Senate GOP to restrict police chokeholds in emerging bill

BY LISA MASCARO
AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Driven by a swift-
moving national debate, Senate Repub-
licans are on the brink of introducing
an extensive package of policing chang-
es with new restrictions on police
chokeholds and other practices as Con-
gress rushes to respond to mass demon-
strations over the deaths of George
Floyd and other black Americans.

It’s a sudden shift of GOP priorities
with President Donald Trump signaling
support. The White House is set to an-
nounce its own executive actions on law
enforcement procedures in a matter of
days, a crush of activity that shows how
quickly police violence and racial preju-
dice are transforming national politics.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell opened the chamber Monday de-
claring that Senate Republicans are de-
veloping “a serious proposal to reform
law enforcement.”

While the emerging GOP package
isn’t as extensive as the sweeping Dem-
ocratic proposal, which is headed for a
House vote next week, it is perhaps the
most far-reaching proposed changes to
policing procedures from the party long
aligned with a “law and order” ap-
proach. Confronted with a groundswell

of public unrest over police violence, in
cities large and small nationwide, even
the most conservative senators are join-
ing the effort.

Sen. Tim Scott of South Carolina, the
sole African-American Republican in
the Senate, has been crafting the pack-
age set to roll out Wednesday. He said
the chokehold, in particular, “is a policy
whose time has come and gone.”

During the weekend, the

some activists want in their push to
“defund the police” by fully revamping
departments.

The debate is changing almost daily,
complicated by the fall election, with
the Senate Republican majority at risk.
McConnell, who is also up for reelec-
tion in November, is backing the GOP
effort after the death of Breonna Taylor
when police entered her home in Louis-
ville. It’s a dynamic politi-

shooting death of Ray-
shard Brooks by a white
officer in Atlanta led to a
renewed public outcry,
more street protests and

the police chief’s swift res-

cal environment in the af-
termath of the Kkilling of
black Americans and the
outpouring of protests and
Black Lives Matter demon-
strations that have over-

ignation.

Democrats have said the
GOP package doesn’t go far enough to
match the outpouring of support for re-
forms. Senate Democratic leader Chuck
Schumer warned Republicans not to
settle for minor changes.

“Now is the time to seek bold and
broad-scale change, not change around
the margins,” Schumer said Monday.

With the political debate fluid, it is
unclear whether the parties will be able
to find common ground. The proposals
share many similar provisions but take
different approaches to address some of
the issues. Neither bill goes as far as

SCOTT

whelmingly altered the na-
tional conversation.

The Senate Judiciary Committee is
scheduled to consider policing issues at
a hearing today.

Central to the Republican package
would be the creation of a national da-
tabase of police use-of-force incidents, a
way to improve transparency so law en-
forcement officers cannot transfer from
one department to another without
public oversight of their record. The
Democrats have a similar provision.

The GOP bill would encourage police
body cameras and include a long-
stalled effort to make lynching a feder-

CLYBURN

al hate crime.

Additionally, the Republican package
is expected to restrict the use of choke-
holds by withholding certain federal
funds to jurisdictions that continue to
allow the practice, according to a Sen-
ate Republican unauthorized to discuss
the pending bill and granted anonymi-
ty.

While chokeholds have become a
symbol of police brutality — and a ban
is included in the Democrats’ bill — the
maneuver is already banned in many
departments. Police nationwide are far
more likely to kill someone by shooting.

Yet, the Republican bill does not go as
far as the Democratic proposal, particu-
larly on the issue of “qualified immuni-
ty,” which aims to enable those injured
by law enforcement personnel to sue
for damages. The White House has said
that is a line too far. As an alternative,
Scott has suggested a “decertification”
process for officers involved in miscon-
duct.

Still, Democrats signaled a willing-
ness to look at the Republican approach
for areas of common ground.

“Nothing is a non-starter,” said Rep.
James Clyburn of South Carolina, the
House’s third-ranking Democrat and a
Sumter native, on a conference call
with reporters.

Trump moved rally date after
learning about Juneteenth

As Europe reopens, Beijing virus
outbreak shows need for vigilance

BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE
The Associated Press

BRIDGEWATER, N.J. —
President Donald Trump
didn’t know the significance to
black Americans of the date
and location he chose for his
first campaign rally since the
coronavirus pandemic more
than three months ago, key Re-
publican supporters of the
president in Congress said
Sunday.

Trump had scheduled the
rally for June 19, known as Ju-
neteenth because it marks the
end of slavery in the United
States. Tulsa, Oklahoma, the
location for the rally, was the
scene in 1921 of one of the
most severe white-on-black at-
tacks in American history.

Black community and politi-
cal leaders denounced the
move and called on Trump to
reschedule. He resisted until
late Friday when, in a rare
turnabout, Trump tweeted
that he had moved the rally to
this Saturday, June 20, out of
respect for the view of sup-
porters and others who had
asked him to.

“There’s special sensitivities
there in Tulsa, but Juneteenth
is a very significant day, so my
encouragement to the presi-
dent was to be able to pick a
day around it,” Sen. James
Lankford, R-Okla., said Sun-
day. Lankford said he was
among several people who had
spoken with Trump.

Lankford said he had called
Trump on an unrelated matter
and that Trump broached the
issue. He said Trump told him
he was thinking about resched-
uling and asked Lankford’s
opinion.

“I suggested, ‘Yes, I think
that would be a great idea. It
would be very, very respectful
to the community,”” Lankford
said. He said Trump immedi-
ately said he didn’t want to do
anything that would show dis-
respect to the black communi-
ty.
“He didn’t see it as disre-
spectful to be able to do it on
Juneteenth,” Lankford said.

“Other people interpreted it
differently, and so he moved
the rally date.”

Sen. Tim Scott, R-S.C., said
he was “thankful” that Trump
rescheduled the rally.

“The president moving the
date by a day once he was in-
formed on what the June-
teenth was, that was a good de-
cision on his part,” said Scott,
the only black Republican sen-
ator.

Housing Secretary Ben Car-
son said he was “pleasantly
surprised” at how much
Trump knew about Juneteenth
by the time they talked about
it. He said “it’s probably good”
the rally was rescheduled.

Carson, who is black, sug-
gested Trump was considering
delivering remarks to “ac-
knowledge what had happened
there and why we don’t want
that kind of situation to ever
occur in this country again.”

Scott said it wasn’t clear to
him that Trump’s planners un-
derstood the significance of
June 19.

But Trump’s campaign was
aware, according to two cam-
paign officials, who spoke on
condition of anonymity to dis-
close internal discussions.
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BERLIN (AP) — European countries re-
opened borders Monday after a three-month
coronavirus shutdown, although internation-
al visitors are still being kept away and there
was uncertainty over whether many Europe-
ans will quickly embrace travel outside their
home countries.

Reopening continued in Mexico and Brazil
despite cases continuing to climb in the two
largest nations in Latin America, where au-
thorities struggled to handle the pandemic’s
effect on already-weak medical systems.

The need for constant vigilance came into
sharp focus as China, where COVID-19 first
emerged last year, rushed to contain an out-
break in the capital of Beijing.

The head of the World Health Organization
said more than 100,000 confirmed cases of
coronavirus have been reported globally each
day in the last two weeks, and countries that
have curbed transmissions “must stay alert
to the possibility of resurgence.”

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus noted that it
took more than two months to reach 100,000
reported cases, now a daily norm. Each day,
nearly three-fourths of the new cases come
from 10 countries — mostly in South Asia
and the Americas, he said.

Germany and France dropped border
checks nearly two weeks after Italy opened its
frontiers. Greece welcomed visitors Monday
with passengers on flights from other Euro-
pean countries not having to undergo com-
pulsory coronavirus tests.

The European Union’s 27 nations and other
European states aren’t expected to start re-

opening to visitors from outside the continent
until at least the beginning of July and possi-
bly later.

Spain allowed thousands of Germans to fly
to its Balearic Islands without a 14-day quar-
antine in a pilot program designed to help au-
thorities gauge what’s needed against possi-
ble virus flare-ups.

Martin Hofman was delighted to board a
flight from Dusseldorf to the island of Mallor-
ca because he said his vacation couldn’t be
postponed.

“To stay in Germany was not an option for
us,” Hofman said. “We are totally happy that
we can get out.”

Slovenia lifted travel restrictions with Italy,
and the mayors of two towns on opposite
sides of the border jointly removed a traffic
sign that barred movement from one to the
other. The towns of Nova Gorica in Slovenia
and Gorizia in Italy are closely linked cultur-
ally and economically.

Mexico City residents were free to drive
without restrictions, and subway and bus sta-
tions that had been closed resumed service
Monday as the city of 9 million continued its
gradual return. Most of the stations had
stayed open all along.

Mexico City’s graduated reopening is based
on hospital occupancy levels. As of Saturday,
the capital and the surrounding state had
74% of their hospital beds occupied.

Construction, auto manufacturing, mining,
bicycle sales and beer production already had
been allowed to resume. Parks were allowed
to open at 30% of their capacity.
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The Pete Rose
of drinking,

Brothers run for office finds no support from sibling

at a defenseless animal and ne-
glect his aged parents (“Honor
thy father and thy mother”) re-
ally doesn’t belong in any of-

DEAR ABBY — We have a neigh-
bor whose adult son has gotten
into trouble with the law. His
mom and dad are devastated
and have withdrawn from all
of us. How do we handle it
when we see them around the
neighborhood? Do we ignore
“the elephant” and just say hi?

DEAR ABBY — water,” and that I “must” vote
My oldest for him regardless of his be-
brother is havior. Of course, behind the
running fora  curtain I can vote for whoever I
state office. want, but should I cave to the fice.
Unlike me, he  pressure to show up in support
does not like of him at public events? Even
animals. He my husband said I should do-
has “hauled”  nate money to his campaign
Dear Abby litters of pup-  because he’s family. What is
ABIGAIL pies off and your opinion?
shot at cats. Non-supporter in the South
VAN BUREN In addition,
he refuses to DEAR NON-SUPPORTER — If you
help our elder- don’t support a candidate, keep
ly parents. your checkbook closed. And as

Family or not, I don’t want
someone to be a leader in our
state capital who exhibits such
poor moral and unethical be-
havior.

He’s been married several
times, and I know for a fact he
cheated on one of his wives. I

to showing up to endorse your
brother’s run for office, contin-
ue to refrain and cross your
fingers that your absence won’t
be noticed amidst all the excite-
ment. If your husband wants to
donate to your morally degen-
erate brother’s campaign, it’s

Do we ask them how their son
is doing? It’s so sad to see them
suffer, and we don’t know what
to do.

What to do in the East

DEAR WHAT TO DO — When you
see your neighbors, be cordial.
Make polite conversation, and
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The Rev. Dr. Clay Smith, lead pastor at Alice Drive Baptist Church, bows to the Rev. Marion New-
ton, senior pastor of Jehovah Missionary Baptist Church, whom he called the Bishop of Sumter.

MARCH FROM PAGE A1

provided remarks.

An emphasis by all the pastors
throughout the program was prayer and
also taking intentional action toward ra-
cial reconciliation and unity in Sumter.

Both Zack Somerville of Trinity Mis-
sionary Baptist Church and Caleb Yoder
of Christ Community Church referenced

Micah 6:8 from the Bible’s Old Testament.

There, the prophet Micah tells God’s peo-
ple that the Lord desires the primary
forms of love — justice, mercy and faith-
fulness — from them in response to His
redemptive work in salvation.

Racial reconciliation is an example of
“doing justice,” Yoder said, and justice is
at the heart of God.

“Tonight, we are gathered collectively
to say we are unified under the essential
thing of ‘doing justice’ together,” he said.

“This is a great start. Rallies and gather-
ing like this are a great start, but it can’t
be just a check box and then we walk out
and go back to living how we did previ-
ously. We must change, and we must use
the life of Jesus Christ as an example.”

Another common theme was that the
church has been silent too long on racism
and injustice.

Pastors also mentioned that the rally
looked much like heaven will look; Jesus
died for all people, not just one race.

Yoder called on pastors in attendance to
lead the charge toward racial reconcilia-
tion and justice locally.

The formation of a taskforce was an-
other outcome of the recent pastoral
meeting. That group is working on a larg-
er strategy to include coming up with a
unified statement against racism and for
non-violence from all Sumter clergy. That
taskforce is scheduled to meet again on
Thursday.

ACTION FROM PAGE AT

Works. “It was great to see no-
body tried to cause a ruckus.”
The Rev. Dr. Clay Smith, lead
pastor at Alice Drive Baptist
Church on Loring Mill Road and
one of the main organizers of the
event, called the audience a “pre-
view of heaven.” Multiracial, cross-
denominational, multigenerational.

“I personally have never seen
anything like it,” he said.

He said Monday he had just lis-
tened to an anonymous voicemail
from someone who, paraphrasing,
said, “I'm not racist, but I think
this march is awful.” If you have to
start with “I’'m not racist, but,” he
said. He said he wished he could
call the person back and tell them
that’s not what Jesus would say.

Smith, who walked the 0.6 miles
from Grace Baptist, which is next
to Patriot Hall, to the courthouse,
which is across from the emer-
gency entrance to Prisma Health
Tuomey Hospital, a week after
undergoing knee surgery for his
meniscus, said racism is a “people
issue.” People, especially white
people, need to listen and learn.
Then, they need to go to their
businesses and homes and change
attitudes.

Sunday’s march stemmed from
a pastoral meeting of 68 clergy in
Sumter and a series of panels
held on Facebook Live and a rally
last week led by who Sunday’s or-
ganizers have deemed the next
generation of faith-based leader-
ship in Sumter’s African-Ameri-
can community. Smith said the
pastoral committee has another
meeting scheduled in June to dis-
cuss next steps.

“We want this to be a begin-

ning,” he said.

Now, it’s about what can we do
to keep this community as “one
community and not a divided one.
How can we continue to lead in
that direction?”

Sumter County Sheriff Antho-
ny Dennis said he thinks his
agency is poised to be proactive
rather than reactive. He said the
diversity of the crowd showed a
positive message.

In his speech and on Monday,
Dennis, a black man, said the
sheriff’s office promised an intol-
erance for racism within his staff.
He said Monday he plans to initi-
ate more sensitivity training with-
in the agency and go through the
S.C. Sheriff’s Association to in-
crease training on use of deadly
force. Deputies train on it every
year, he said, but he wants to go
more in-depth.

He also said citizens need to
continue speaking out against in-
justice they see or encounter. Just
as recent changes in law enforce-
ment policies across the country
and arrests of those involved in
Floyd’s death have been fueled by
public protest against anything
otherwise, it takes everyone to in-
cite change.

Next steps are what Breanna
Moore is hoping to come out of
Sumter’s rallies and marches and
promises. Next steps that aren’t a
one-time act just for appearances.

The 27-year-old stood in the
back with a sign that read, “Rac-
ism is the real pandemic.”

A systemic pandemic that has
been enslaving, silencing, jailing
and killing African-Americans for
hundreds of years, she said. It’s
great for everyone to come togeth-
er, but that’s just the call to action.
A beginning.

RECORDS

FROM PAGE A1

nationwide over Floyd’s death
in Minneapolis, complaint data
is getting renewed attention as
a way to track and correct
rogue officers and perhaps
head off more serious instanc-
es of brutality.

Both Democratic and Repub-
lican reform bills in Congress
would make officers’ disciplin-
ary records public and create a
national database of allega-
tions — a shift in political will
that didn’t exist just a few years
ago.

Police advocates argue that
withholding allegations is nec-
essary to protect officers’ priva-
cy and keep them safe. Police
unions have fought in contract
negotiations and in state legis-
latures for confidentiality. In
some cases, records are erased
after as little as two years.

“The unfettered release of
police personnel records will

allow unstable people to target
police officers and our families
for harassment or worse,” said
Patrick Lynch, head of the Pa-
trolmen’s Benevolent Associa-
tion in New York City. “A dan-
gerous cop-hater only needs a
police officer’s name, linked to
a few false or frivolous com-
plaints, to be inspired to com-
mit violence.”

Personal information on offi-
cers is already being leaked on-
line, according to an intelli-
gence document from the U.S.
Department of Homeland Se-
curity, obtained by The Associ-
ated Press.

Police unions argue, too, that
the overwhelming majority of
complaints are deemed unsub-
stantiated after internal inves-
tigations. But that argument
carries no weight with the
many activists who say police
departments tend to protect
their own.

Out of about 5,000 complaints
brought against New York City
officers last year and more
than 2,000 so far this year for

offenses such as discourtesy,
excessive force and abuse of
authority, only about 9% were
substantiated, according to the
city’s independent Civilian
Complaint Review Board.
Bowling Green State Univer-
sity criminologist Phil Stinson,
who has collected data on thou-
sands of police charged, inves-
tigated or convicted of crimes,
said that most officers go
through their careers with few
complaints against them and
that generally a small percent-
age of officers account for an
outsize share of complaints.

Stinson recalled an Atlanta
officer who had a personnel file
full of “frightfully similar”
complaints from women of sex-
ual misconduct. It wasn’t until
his file was leaked to a TV sta-
tion that he faced discipline.

About 40% of current New
York City police officers have
never received a civilian com-
plaint, while 32% have one or
two, and one officer has 52, the
highest, according to the re-
view board.

In New York, Pantaleo, the
officer who put Garner in a
chokehold in 2014 but was not

indicted in his death, had eight
disciplinary cases of abuse and
excessive force, four of which
were substantiated. But his re-
cord was secret until a staff
member at the review board
leaked it. The staffer later re-
signed.

New York legislators this
week voted to repeal the law
that kept officers’ names secret
along with specifics about com-
plaints made against them. The
repeal passed largely along
party lines, and Democratic
Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed it
Friday.

Cash in a FLASH!

Inside & Patio Dining,
To-Go & Bar
Open 11am-8pm.
Call 803-469-2500 to place your order.

Thank you for your continued support.

Q FOOD AND SPIRITS

3355 Patriot Parkway | Sumter, SC 29150 | (803) 469-2500 | Open 11am - 8pm

We Buy: Gold & Silver Jewelry, Silver Coins
& Collections, Sterling/.925, Diamonds,
Pocket Watches, Antiques & Estates

Lafayette Gold
and Silver Exchange

Inside Vestco Properties
480 E. Liberty St. Sumter, SC 29150

(inside Coca-Cola Building)
Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 PM . Sat: 8 - 2 PM

803-773-8022

Designed
with your

family in mind.

Home + Life

No matter where you live or what kind of home you have, | can
help you make sure it's protected with coverage that fits your
needs. Plus, | can customize your coverage to help pay off your
mortgage so your loved ones have one less thing to worry about
if you're gone. Call me today.

James Thorne
803-905-1911

315 West Wesmark Boulevard
Sumter, SC
jamesthorne@allstate.com

@

Allstate.

You're in good hands.

Have any other coverage needs?
Call anytime!

Dixie Products

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Ins. Co., Allstate Property
and Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook IL 60062. In areas where Allstate
home products are not available, home policies may be written by a third-party company not
affiliated with Allstate. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Insurance Company and Allstate
Assurance Co., 3075 Sanders Road, Northbrook IL 60062; American Heritage Life Insurance Co.,
1776 American Heritage Life Drive, Jacksonville FL 32224. In New York, life insurance offered
through Allstate Life Insurance Co. of New York, Hauppauge NY. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

1255 N. Lafayette ® Sumter 775-4391
Current Hours: 8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Friday

9924256




THE SUMTER ITEM

TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2020 A7

N.G. Osteen 15843-1936
THE WATCHMAN AND SOUTHRON

the

mter

ITEM

H.G. Osteen 1570-1955
FOUNDER, THE ITEM

OPINION

H.D. Osteen /904-1987

THE ITEM THE ITEM

36 W. LIBERTY ST., SUMTER, SOUTH CAROLINA 29150 - Founded October 15, 1894

Margaret W. Osteen /908199

Kyle Osteen Co-OWNER
Jack Osteen Co-OWNER

Vince Johnson PUBLISHER

Graham Osteen Co-OWNER

Hubert D. Osteen Jr. CHAIRMAN & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

COMMENTARY

Demand strong federal police oversight now

BY HENRY LEVENTIS

Overcoming racism in police depart-
ments and addressing acts of police
brutality aren’t simple tasks but nec-
essary ones. Doing so requires strong
oversight by an independent and fully
engaged Justice Department. Its Civil
Rights Division was created to protect
our constitutional rights, including
the right to be free from discrimina-
tion and excessive force by police.
There is no agency better equipped to
tackle these insidious problems.
George Floyd’s tragic death is the lat-
est reminder that without the Justice
Department’s best efforts, the institu-
tional racism lurking within many po-
lice departments will remain un-
checked. We should all be appalled by
that prospect and demand that the
DOJ heed its mandate to hold every-
one, including the police, equally ac-
countable under the law.

Effective federal oversight means
using all available tools to identify and
address discriminatory practices,
prosecute police brutality and earn
the confidence of communities of

LETTERTO THE EDITOR

color. The DOJ has broad jurisdiction
in this area and many tools at its dis-
posal, including sections of highly
qualified civil and criminal attorneys
who focus exclusively on police mis-
conduct. In criminal prosecutions, this
is absolutely necessary because suc-
cessfully prosecuting a police officer is
incredibly difficult. Many local prose-
cutors’ offices are not equipped to ef-
fectively handle police brutality cases.
Nor do victims of discriminatory po-
licing expect fair treatment from pros-
ecutors who work every day alongside
some of the very police departments
that violate their rights.

In addition to the Civil Rights Divi-
sion, DOJ also has a Community Rela-
tions Service meant to build relation-
ships with communities of color be-
fore flashpoint events occur. To be ef-
fective, the DOJ must prioritize the
work of both of these groups and fully
empower them to do their jobs.

While no administration has han-
dled police oversight perfectly, the
current administration is suffering
from a number of self-inflicted
wounds. Most notably, it severely lim-

EVERYONE SHOULD CHIP AWAY AT HATRED

“Why are you crying, Delaine?”

My younger sister responded,
“Why is there so much hate?”

Watching George Floyd’s memo-
rial service, Delaine and I respect-
fully stood in silence for 8 minutes
and 46 second reflecting on Floyd’s
last words, “I can’t breathe!”

George Floyd could not breathe
because a law enforcement officer
pressed his knee on Floyd’s neck,
blocking his airway. Taking his last
breath, he cried out, “Mama.”

As Delaine and I stood in solidar-
ity with those who had gathered for
Floyd’s memorial service, Delaine
started crying uncontrollably,
“Why is there so much hatred?”

Unable to give her a definitive an-
swer, I said, “Delaine, God can take
the most horrendous situation and
use it for His glory.”

issues on homemade signs, but that
is not enough. Planning, building
coalitions, seeking advice from the
elders and maintaining focus are
also required.

Hatred can not be eradicated by
the collective actions of the masses.
Releasing tension and assuaging
guilt by participating in rallies and
Zoom conferences help us confront
our prejudices; however, I chal-
lenge you to adopt a personal re-
sponse.

Chip away at hatred every time
you encounter it. Embrace opportu-
nities to advocate for the least of
these. Then you become an effective
instrument of authentic change.

BEVERLY DIANE
FRIERSON
Columbia

Floyd’s death was the catalyst
that galvanized the worldwide fami-
ly to abandon passivity. We became
advocates for the voiceless and
those who are victims of systemic
racism.

We marched and highlighted our

COMMENTARY

CORRECTION

In a letter published Saturday,
June 13, the date that Benji was put
to sleep should have read June 2.

ited the use of consent decrees — le-
gally enforceable agreements with po-
lice departments — that have been
used under previous administrations
with great success to curb discrimina-
tory policing practices. Limiting the
use of decrees essentially surrenders
one of the DOJ’s most effective tools
for addressing systemic racism in po-
lice departments. At the same time,
this administration has not prioritized
building relationships with communi-
ties of color, making it more difficult
to conduct investigations and respond
effectively in times of crises. And
many of the president’s statements
suggest he has taken sides in the cur-
rent protests, making it harder for
DOJ attorneys to be perceived as inde-
pendent.

The administration should reverse
course in these areas immediately.
Further, it should support the Justice
in Policing Act of 2020, which would
require police departments to report
any use of force to a national data-
base. This would allow the DOJ to use
data analytics to quickly identify prob-
lem departments and officers — an

approach that has been wildly suc-
cessful in other enforcement areas.

This robust approach to federal
oversight would incentivize police de-
partments to remove problematic offi-
cers before a tragedy occurs. It would
protect the good officers who are
placed at greater risk by the bad ones.
It would protect taxpayers who pay
millions of dollars each year for police
brutality lawsuits. And, most impor-
tantly, it would provide communities
of color greater confidence that the
system works for them. We should de-
mand as much from our government,
and now.

Henry Leventis is a 1993 graduate of
Sumter High School and graduated
from the College of Charleston and
Washington and Lee Law School. He
worked in Charleston as a prosecutor
and for 10 years with the Department
of Justice prosecuting civil rights cases,
specifically against public officials, po-
lice and corrections officers, across the
country. He is now in private practice.
He is the son of former Sen. Phil Leven-
tis, who served District 35.

The confirmation of coming together to make a change

“Anger without a new assignment is
wasted rage!” — Dr. John Adolph

ast week we witnessed an
amazing show of solidarity
across the country in the form
of protests in regards to the
George Floyd murder, police brutality
and racism. These demonstrations hap-
pened internationally, in all states of
the United States, and even locally here
in Sumter. Two of the most memorable
quotes from the gathering on the steps
of the old courthouse in Sumter, orga-
nized by David Sim-
mons, Kenneth Har-
grove, Pastor James
Goodman and several
others, were made by
two senior statesmen.
Dr. Marion H. Newton
said, “Get angry; get

so angry that you go
Napoleon out and vote!” Dr.
Ralph Canty said,

Bradford

“Protest must lead to
progress, and confron-
tation must lead to change.” Canty
went on to say, “We can’t apologize for
protesting, but we can’t just protest for
the sake of protesting!”

No truer sentiment has ever been
spoken. The fact that the tension of
America’s injustice has bubbled over
into these acts of protest is all well and
good, but if there is no change, if there
is no transformation, then these acts
could simply be written off as temper
tantrums, and eventually after the
smoke settled and the protesters went
home, things would return to normal,
and the systems that have been allowed
to fester would remain in place.

However, seemingly that is not the
case in this instance. No, because the
people are coming together in protest,

and we are seeing evidence of the start
of change. Within the first 10 days of
protest: Minneapolis has banned the
use of chokeholds by police; Dallas
adopts a “duty to intervene” policy re-
quiring officers to stop other officers
they see engaging in inappropriate be-
havior; Louisville, Kentucky, signed the
“Breonna Taylor Act,” stopping the
ability of police to issue no-knock war-
rants; and police departments every-
where are reevaluating unjust practic-
es. All because the people came togeth-
er in protest. Because the people came
together to protest, sports leaders are
speaking out against racist practices,
Confederate statues are being removed,
NASCAR and the United States Ma-
rines have banned the displaying of the
Confederate flag.

While many of us are asking, “Why
did it take so long for these measures to
be taken?” the reality is, at least they
are being taken, for this means at least
our voices are being heard. There are
so many other steps that need to be
made, and I am in no way suggesting
that we have gotten to the place where
the protests need to stop, but I am also
encouraging all of us to pause and see
the blooming of the fruit that has
grown out of the manure of social in-
justice. And this is all a result of us
coming together and allowing our voic-
es to be heard. Small steps, but steps
nonetheless.

Those of us who have a relationship
with God understand that this has al-
ways been God’s preferred position for
His creation. In fact, many preachers
when talking about racial reconcilia-
tion quote Jesus’ pre-Passion prayer in
John 17:20-21, “I do not pray for these
alone, but also for those who will be-
lieve in Me through their word; 21 that
they all may be one, as You, Father, are

in Me, and I in You; that they also may
be one in Us, that the world may believe
that You sent Me.” While this is a pow-
erful prayer, Jesus was simply encour-
aging those who heard Him, His disci-
ples, to move to create a movement of
unity. Why unity? Well, Jesus knew the
power of coming together. Jesus knew
that the trauma that was going to be
caused by His wrongful arrest, trial
and crucifixion had the power to scat-
ter those who had dedicated their lives
to Him, and He needed them together
to birth a movement. That togetherness
was recently celebrated by the Lord’s
church on Pentecost Sunday (50 days
after the resurrection of Jesus) where
Luke in Acts 2 records that 120 persons
gather together in an upper room pray-
ing and with one accord experience the
filling of the Holy Spirit which led to
the birthing of the First Century
church and the immediate growing
from 120 to 3,120 after one protest mes-
sage challenging the misbeliefs and im-
proper practices of a Jewish legal sys-
tem that wrongly put a man named
Jesus to death.

Jesus knew that if they came togeth-
er, real change could occur. But the
question is how did He know. Well, He
had seen it before. This wasn’t the first
time that persons came together and
saw immediate change. They saw
change in 2 Chronicles chapter 20 when
Jehosephat called a national prayer as
a result of the threats of Ammon, Moab
and Mt. Seir. They saw change in 1
Samuel chapter 7 when Samuel told the
House of Israel to “return to the Lord
with all their hearts, put away their for-
eign gods and prepare their hearts for
the Lord and the Lord would rescue
them from the Philistines.” They saw
change in Joshua chapter 6 when the
people came together and marched

around the impenetrable walls of Jeri-
cho once for six days in silence and
seven times on the seventh day when
the walls fell down flat with a commu-
nity blasting of the horns. They saw
change in Exodus when one million Is-
raelites walked out of Egyptian captivi-
ty together led by Moses, and even at
the threat of Pharaoh approaching
from the rear, together they marched
until the Red Sea was changed into a
paved highway for them to cross and a
burial ground for Pharaoh’s army.

Coming together had always been the
catalyst for change in the Old Testa-
ment, and Jesus wanted it to be the tes-
timony of the New Testament and be-
yond, but not just because He wanted it,
but because that is what God wanted.
How do I know? Well because that is
what God said God’s self in Genesis
chapter 11. There Moses records that
the whole earth had one language and
one speech and decided to come togeth-
er to build a tower, and when God came
to see their work, this is what God said,
“Indeed the people are one, and they all
have one language, and this is what
they begin to do; now nothing that they
propose to do will be withheld from
them.”

So it is God’s mandate for us to come
together, for when we come together
we will consistently see change, not
just surface-level change, but systemic
change. Change that will be unlike
what we have ever witnessed. Change
that will make the world better for our
children and our children’s children.
Change that will make God pleased and
the enemy angry.

Napoleon A. Bradford, D.Min., is the
lead shepherd of The L.I.F.E. Center: A
Cyber Community of CHRIST Follow-
ers.
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We Ball 4 Destin Foundation hosts
annual 7-on-7 despite pandemic

BY TIM LEIBLE
tim@theitem.com

For the last five summers, a group of
locals have gotten to play football to-
gether to celebrate the life of Destin
Wise, a Sumter High School graduate
who passed away from injuries suf-
fered in a car accident on June 14, 2015.
Over those five years, the event has
taken on many different looks and this
year was no different.

The first year started with a 7-on-7
game played by a handful of friends, a
fitting way to celebrate a young man
that thrived on the football field and in
track and field for the Gamecocks.
After that, Wise’s half-brother, Mariel
Cooper, formed a charity called We
Ball 4 Destin in his memory and has
organized an annual game of 7-on-7.
That game ballooned into a tourna-
ment and barbecue, but that wasn’t in
the cards this year.

With the coronavirus pandemic still
in full swing in South Carolina, Cooper
had to get creative this year. Cooper
made the decision to still hold the an-
nual game on Saturday, but everything
was scaled back.

Instead of a tournament, it went
back to just one game, while adding in
some one-on-one competitions after-
wards. Cooper didn’t want the event to
garner too much attention ahead of
time to keep the numbers down, so he
waited until last Wednesday to an-
nounce it.

“It’s a challenging time. You have to
be so strategic and make sure you're
under all the guidelines, and you're
taking those precautionary measures.
I’'m for sure not taking anything light-
ly,” said Cooper of hosting an event
during the pandemic. “It wasn’t an
easy deal, but every year I'm going to
honor my brother. We're going to keep
balling for Destin and keep his legacy

MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

Mariel Cooper, center, speaks at We Ball 4 Destin Foundation’s annual 7-on-7 event on
Saturday. Cooper, the foundation’s founder, had to scale back this year’s event due to

the coronavirus pandemic.

going.”

Saturday was about more than foot-
ball. Cooper also wanted to make sure
that the organization took advantage of
the light that is currently shining on
the black community in response to
the death of George Floyd. With the
voice of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment louder than ever, Cooper wanted
to make sure that voice will continue to
be heard in November. The organiza-
tion welcomed members from the
League of Women Voters to help regis-
ter people to vote who weren’t already
registered. Cooper, a former profes-
sional football player, used football to

put into words how important it is to
keep this conversation alive.

“I'm just doing my part and using
my platform, using my following for a
positive reason,” said Cooper. “I'm
thinking about the solution, what’s the
touchdown? We’re not going to be able
to score the touchdown overnight. This
change that we're seeking isn’t going to
happen overnight. It’s a process, but
we’ve gotta start somewhere.

“Getting people to vote is the first
down. The first down to the touch-
down in November.”

The We Ball 4 Destin Foundation
also gives out an annual scholarship

to graduating seniors as a way to
honor Wise, who died just nine days
after graduating from high school.
This year, that scholarship was award-
ed to Gabby Kirkman of Sumter High.
She was thrilled to accept the scholar-
ship and be welcomed into the com-
munity that Cooper has built with the
foundation.

“It means a lot to me because it’s
coming from an organization that
looks like me and people that look like
me and support me in everything that
I do,” said Kirkman. “This really helps
my confidence and gives me confi-
dence, being a black athlete, having
people behind me of all sorts of races,
especially a black organization.”

Cooper said that Kirkman was the
perfect example of what the organiza-
tion is looking for in a scholarship re-
cipient.

“Gabby is just an amazing kid,” said
Cooper. “The thing that stuck out
about Gabby is her genuine heart and
her passion for her community, family
and God. In her interview, all she talk-
ed about was giving back and her
work with special needs kids. She al-
ready does a lot and she just reminded
me a lot of myself and my brother.
We’re looking forward to getting to
work with her.”

While the day wasn’t exactly what
Cooper originally planned for this
year, he was overwhelmed by the sup-
port from the community.

“I just wanted to make sure we did
something to honor Destin. Like I told
the crowd of people, ‘Thank you for
risking your life to come out and
honor my brother.” It was beautiful,
man,” said Cooper. “I'm just apprecia-
tive and grateful that 50-plus people
came out here. It turned out amazing.
The energy on the field, I mean foot-
ball always does it. It was more than

Locals came
out to a play
a7-on-7 at
Dillon Park to
honor the
memory of
Destin Wise
at an event
sponsored by
the We Ball 4
Destin Foun-
dation on
Saturday,
PHOTOS BY TIM

LEIBLE / THE SUMTER
ITEM

what I expected.”

Mintz comes back to win Late Model feature

BY CODY TRUETT
Sports Contributor

The second week of Sumter
Speedway’s 2020 season on
was highlighted Justin Mintz
picking up a hard-earned vic-
tory in the Late Model divi-
sion feature.

Mintz started from the pole
position after posting a blis-
tering qualifying lap of 14.874
seconds. As the green flag
flew, however, last week’s
winner, Scott Shirey, rocketed
into the lead from the outside
pole.

Shirey opened up a small
lead over Mintz under green
flag racing before Mintz
began to chase Shirey down.
As Shirey began working his
way around lapped traffic,
Mintz closed the gap and
pulled within half-a=car link
of Shirey.

Coming to the halfway point
of the race, Shirey continued
to show the way, but in the
exit of Turn 4, he closed up on
a lapped car on the low side of
the track. Mintz powered to
the outside, using the lapped
car to set a pick on Shirey to
take over the lead. Shirey bat-
tled back on the inside, but
couldn’t get around Mintz.

Mintz opened up a comfort-
able lead and cruised on to
pick up the win. Shirey settled
for second with Zach Cox
third, Tom Egner fourth. Gar-
rett Shurling fifth, Eddie Mor-

ris sixth, Gene Kinard sev-
enth, Wesley Hooks eighth,
David Pack Jr. ninth and Tony
Ayers 10th.

The Stock V8 feature got the
night started, and Walter An-
derson jumped into the lead
as the green flag flew with
Timmy Kimsey on his heels.
Terrell Holloway joined the
battle, making his way around
Kimsey to take over second.
While Kimsey and Holloway
battled for second, Anderson
opened up a sizable lead over
the rest of the field.

As the race stayed green,
Anderson continued to show
the way, but Holloway was
slowly closing the gap. It
seemed Anderson had the
race well in hand, but a late
caution flag bunched the field
up for a green/white/check-
ered finish. As the green flag
waived, Anderson shot back
out front and held off Hollo-
way to pick up the win.

Holloway came home sec-
ond with Dalton Hodge third,
Charles Nicholson fourth.
Kimsey fifth, Allen Jones
sixth, Marty Horne seventh
and Willie Hill eighth.

Brad Amerson jumped into
the lead from the state in the
SHARP Mini Late Model fea-
ture and never looked back,
leading flag to flag. Joey
Scheon came home second
with Mike Wolfe Jr. third, Wil-
liam Horton fourth, Dustin
Snider fifth. Keith Thompson

sixth Tyler Keel seventh,
Bryan Funk eighth, Mike
Green ninth, Steven Smith
10th, Tyler Davis 11th, Jody
Sparks 12theand Justin Veal
13th.

Bobby Oglesby made his
first trip to Sumter Speedway
this season and made the best
of it by picking up a dominant
win in the Super Street divi-
sion

Oglesby shot into the lead
as the race began and cruised
on to the checkered flag and
the win. Terrell Holloway
came home second with
Daulton Dabbs third, Ronnie
Anderson fourth, Austin
Rodonis fifth, Dusty Collins
sixth, Ryan Winn seventh,
Andrew Stone eighth, Ricky
Hair ninth, Joey Wilkes 10th
and Drew Shealy 11th.

The Mid East Modified di-
vision put on a show for the
fans in attendance as three
drivers swapped the lead
throughout the feature. As
the checkered flag flew, it was
Jeff Robinson leading the
field. However, Robinson was
light on the scales after the
race and as a result was dis-
qualified.

As a result, Andrew Dur-
ham, who led 14 laps of the
20-lap feature, was the win-
ner. Case Daniels came home
second with Chris Stowe
third and AJ Belanger fourth.
Tommy Hadden was fifth,
Rick Brand sixth, Knuckles

Shurling seventh, Paul Marti-
nez eighth. Jason Floyd
ninth, Preston Blalock 10th,
James Hunter 11th, Greg
Brown 12th and Don Hillis
13th.

The biggest feature of the
night was that of the Ex-
treme-4 division. Eighteen
divers lined up for the start
of an exciting feature.

Kyle Jenks grabbed the
early lead with Keith Sikes
and Joseph Thompson on his
heels. Jenks slipped high in
turns 3 and 4 and allowed
Sikes to take over the top
spot with Thompson and Mi-
chael Bruner following suit.
Sikes had problems in turns 1
and 2, losing power that
ended his night.

Thompson took over the
lead from there and led the
remainder of the feature to
pick up the win. Bruner gave
Thompson a fight, but had to
settle for second with Derek
Kemper third, Ben Hinson
fourth and Alex Myers fifth.

Jenks came home sixth and
was followed by Lisa Glass-
cock, Drake Williamson,
Jaden Locklear, Joe Green,
Ronnie Perritt, Ben Barrett,
Sikes, Jerry Johnson, Taylor
Hussey, David Burch, Kyle
Brown and Scott Upton.

Terry Caples originally
planned not to compete in
Sumter on Saturday as his
team took a trip to Lancaster
Speedway instead. After fin-

ishing second there, Caples
realized he had time to get
back to Sumter in time to
make the feature.

Caples started in the rear,
but wasted little time making
his way to the front. He
passed Bubba Kolb on Lap 4
to take the lead. Caples led
the remaining laps, picking
up his second straight win.

Kolb was second with Allen
Ridgeway third, JR Warren
fourth, Josh Carter fifth,
Bubba Miller sixth, Russell
Lamberth seventh, David
Johnikin eighth and Lee
Mintz ninth.

The always exciting Street
Stock division closed out the
night with Cameron Hollo-
way taking home the win. He
took over the lead on Lap 2
after leaders Michael Butler
and Robbie Disher got tan-
gled up in turns 3 and 4 and
led the rest of the way.

Adam Hill powered his way
to a second-place finish with
William Disher, Dalton
Coursey fourth. LJ Shone-
mann fifth, Kevin Roark
sixth, Buddy Stephen sev-
enth, Brady England eighth
and Clay Sims ninth.

There will be no racing at
Sumter Speedway on Satur-
day in observance of Father’s
Day weekend. The season
will continue on June 27 with
the Blue Ridge Outlaw Late
Models division on the sched-
ule.



THE SUMTER ITEM OBITUARIES TUESDAY, JUNE 16,2020 | A9

GRACE BARTON JORDAN In addition to her husband, more Hill McCreight Funeral the home of his granddaughter, Hospice for all of their loving
Grace Barton Jordan, age 87,  Mrs. Ihmle was preceded in Home with the Rev. Mike 940 Susie Rembert St. care and compassion. They

wife of the late John Randolph death by her sons, Mark Wes- Lowder officiating. Services are incomplete and would like to extend a very spe-

Jordan, died on Thursday, June
11, 2020, at NHC of
Sumter.

Born and raised
in Lancaster, she
was a daughter of
the late Thomas
M. and Ruth Cas-
key Barton. Grace
was a lifelong
member of Douglas Presbyteri-
an Church in Lancaster. She
was very active in the church
with her circles and teaching
Sunday school for many years.
She was a stay-at-home mom,
raising her children and mak-
ing a home for her family. She
also served as a teacher’s aide
with the Department of Disabil-
ity and Special Needs in Lan-
caster. She will be dearly
missed by all who knew her.

Grace is survived by a son,
Fred Vernon Phipps and his
wife, Angie, of Lancaster; two
daughters, Rene Boylston and
her husband, Lee, of Aiken and
Anna Jordan Stevens of Lan-
caster; four grandchildren,
Amy Wilson and her husband,
Kurt, of Sumter, Ryan Robinson
of Aiken, Nate Phipps of Lan-
caster and Catherine Snipes
and her husband, Mitchell, of
Lancaster; seven great-grand-
children, Walker Wilson, Reese
Wilson, Lee Wilson, Wyatt
Snipes, Elliott Snipes, Sydney
Robinson and James Robinson,;
and a sister, Patsy Barton
Mathews of Hartsville.

In addition to her husband
and parents, she was preceded
in death by three brothers,
Tommy Barton, Hugh Barton
and Edwin Barton; and a sister,
Aggie Barton-Jones.

A graveside service will be
held at 11 a.m. on Thursday at
Douglas Presbyterian Church
Cemetery.

The family would like to ex-
press gratitude to National
Healthcare Sumter and Medical
Services of America Home
Health and Hospice, Sumter, for
their loving care and support.

Memorials may be made to
Douglas Presbyterian Church,
2325 Sunday Place, Lancaster,
29720.

You may go to www.bullock-
funeralhome.com and sign the
family’s guest book.

The family has chosen Bull-
ock Funeral Home for the ar-
rangements.

JORDAN

EVELYN LEE IHMLE

CHARLESTON — Evelyn
Lee Thmle, 94, of Charleston,
widow of Gordon Franklin
Thmle, entered into
eternal rest on
Wednesday, June
10, 2020.

Mrs. Thmle was
born on July 29,
1925, in Sumter,
the first of five
children of the
late Algienon Brevard and
Marie Hancock Lee. During
World War II, she joined the
scores of young women work-
ing for the federal government
in Washington, D.C. She was
hired by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and continued to
work in Washington until
transferring to the Atlanta of-
fice of the FBI, where she met
her future husband, Gordon, an
FBI agent and native of Brook-
Iyn, New York. They married
on June 13, 1953, in Atlanta. A
few years later, Mr. Imhle
began working for the fledgling
Atomic Energy Commission,
and thereafter, the couple lived
in a number of cities across the
United States. When Mr. Thmle
transferred to the Washington,
D.C., area to work for the newly
created Energy Research and
Development Agency, Mrs.
Thmle rejoined the federal work
force, this time at the Food and
Drug Administration.

The Thmles moved to Conway
following retirement to pursue
their love of golf. They were ac-
tive members of Lutheran
churches wherever they lived
and also contributed their time
to a number of other worth-
while activities, such as volun-
teering at a local hospice center
in the Myrtle Beach/Conway
area. Mrs. Thmle continued to
live in Conway for a number of
years following her husband’s
death in 1995. She moved to
Charleston in 2014 and, at the
time of her demise, was a resi-
dent of Brookdale West Ashley
Assisted Living Facility.

IHMLE

ley and Kenneth Wayne; and
three of her siblings.

She is survived by her sister,
Linda Lee Gill (Gordon) of
Charleston; and by a number
of nieces and nephews.

There will be a private family
graveside service at Live Oak
Memorial Gardens.

A memorial service will be
planned at a later date.

The family encourages those
who wish to remember Mrs.
Thmle with a financial gift to
contribute to a local food bank
or other charity benefiting peo-
ple severely impacted by the
coronavirus pandemic.

A memorial message may be
sent to the family by visiting
our website at www,jhenrys-
tuhr.com.

Arrangements by J. Henry
Stuhr Inc., West Ashley Chapel,
3360 Glenn McConnell Park-
way, Charleston, SC 29414.

MILTON ORTIZ-VELEZ

PAXVILLE — Milton “Pon-
cho” Ortiz-Velez, 85, husband of
59 years to Maxine Cribb Ortiz-
Velez, died Satur-
day, June 13, 2020,
at Prisma Health
Richland Hospital.

Born on June 5,
1935, in Lares,
Puerto Rico, he
was a son of the
late Felix Ortiz and
the late Delores Velez. He was a
US. Air Force veteran of the
Korean War, a retired long dis-
tance truck driver, and he was
of the Catholic faith.

He is survived by his wife of
Paxville; four children, Alicia
Minnich (Chuck) of St. Mat-
thews, Allison Cooper of Midlo-
thian, Virginia, Johnny Ortiz-
Velez (Shea) of Sumter and
Amy Corbett (Glenn) of Pax-
ville; eight grandchildren, Ka-
leena, James, Brandon, Lexi,
Sean, Ian, Hunter and Gracie;
three great-grandchildren; a
brother, Felix Acevedo (Hilda)
of Puerto Rico; a sister, Dora
Roman of Orlando, Florida;
and numerous nieces, nephews
and cousins.

A graveside service will be
held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday at
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Cemetery, 11904 Pleasant Hill
Drive, Hemingway, with the
Rev. Jim Legendre officiating.

In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to any veteran’s
organization of one’s choice.

Stephens Funeral Home &
Crematory, 304 N. Church St.,
Manning, is in charge of ar-
rangements, (803) 435-2179.
www.stephensfuneralhome.org

BRUNHILDE LOTH COLCLOUGH

ALCOLU — Brunhilde Loth
Colclough, age 79, widow of
Robert Lee Colclough, died on
Friday, June 12, 2020, at
McLeod Health Clarendon.

You may go to www.bullock-
funeralhome.com and sign the
family’s guest book.

The family has chosen Bull-
ock Funeral Home for the ar-
rangements.

ORTIZ-VELEZ

JOHNNA ELIZABETH THOMAS

Johnna Elizabeth “Babs”
Thomas, 41, died on Friday,
June 12, 2020, at Prisma Health
Richland Hospital.

Born in Sumter,
she was a daugh-
ter of Beverley
Roberts Thomas
and John Henry
Thomas Jr. “Babs”
was a member of
Trinity United
Methodist Church and was a
graduate of Wilson Hall School
and the University of South
Carolina. She worked as a
paralegal for Smith Robinson
Law Firm for Rep. Murrell
Smith. She had also worked
previously as a paralegal for
Joye Law Firm and Simmons
Law Firm in Columbia.

Surviving besides her parents
of Sumter are aunts, Kathy
Keith (Lukie) of Lugoff, Peggy
Gerrald of Columbia and Sher-
ry Garris (Rod) of Columbia
and Pinewood; and an uncle,
Casey Thomas of Pinewood.
She is also survived by her
cousins, Curt Keith, Jennifer
English, Heather Ray, Mandy
Kimbell, Trey Gerrald Perlman
and Clayton Garris. She also
leaves behind her “fur baby,”
Bailee, who was her heart.

Private memorial services
will be held in the chapel of El-

THOMAS

In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be sent to the SPCA, 1140
S. Guignard Drive, Sumter, SC
29150; to Wilson Hall, 520 Wil-
son Hall Road, Sumter, SC
29150; or to the American Lung
Association, 1817 Gadsden St.,
Columbia, SC 29201.

Online condolences may be
made to www.sumterfunerals.
com.

Elmore Hill McCreight Fu-
neral and Crematory, 221
Broad St., Sumter, is in charge
of the arrangements.

GUELDA CORTNER BRYAN

DALZELL — Guelda Cortner
Bryan, age 83, widow of Garis
Leon Bryan, died on Saturday,
June 13, 2020, at her residence.

You may go to www.bullock-
funeralhome.com and sign the
family’s guest book.

The family has chosen Bull-
ock Funeral Home for the ar-
rangements.

FRANCES ANN SERVANCE

Frances Ann Servance, 56,
died on Friday, June 12, 2020, at
Prisma Health Tuomey Hospi-
tal.

She was born on July 18,
1963, in Manning, a daughter of
Sarah Servance Conyers and
the late Ezell Starks.

These services have been en-
trusted to Samuels Funeral
Home LLC of Manning.

CHARRON ROSE

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Char-
ron Rose, 61, died on Friday,
June 12, 2020, at her residence,
2615 Beach Nut Road, Charlotte.

She was born on Aug. 18,
1958, in Lynchburg, a daughter
of the late McSwain and Willie
Mae Smalls Rose.

These services have been en-
trusted to Samuels Funeral
Home LLC of Manning.

JENERETTE PHILLIP DICKSON
JR.

MANNING — Jenerette Phil-
lip Dickson Jr., 70, died on
Wednesday, June 10, 2020, at his
residence, 1086 Fredrick Road,
Manning.

He was born on June 10, 1950,
a son of the late Jenerette Sr
and Thomasina Anderson
Dickson.

These services have been en-
trusted to Samuels Funeral
Home LLC of Manning.

BERTIE MAE LEGRANT
COOPER

Bertie Mae LeGrant Cooper,
79, widow of John Wesley Coo-
per Sr., departed this life on
Saturday, June 13, 2020, at Pris-
ma Health Tuomey Hospital.

She was born on Aug. 7, 1940,
in Clarendon County, a daugh-
ter of the late Forest McFadden
and Eliza Howard.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter, is in charge
of arrangements.

MERIAN E. JOHNSON ROSE

Merian E. Johnson Rose, 85,
departed this life on Monday,
June 15, 2020, at Prisma
Health Tuomey Hospital.

She was born on Oct. 29,
1934, in Brooklyn, New York,
a daughter of the late James
and Alvera Coutrier Johnson.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter, is in charge
of arrangements.

VERNON LEE DIGGS JR.

Vernon Lee Diggs Jr., age 63,
departed this life on Saturday,
June 13, 2020, in Sumter.

He was born on March 7,
1957, in Sumter, to the late Ver-
non Sr. and Helen Clea Diggs.

The family is receiving
friends at 1043 Babette Road.

Services are incomplete and
will be announced later by
Whites Mortuary LLC.

ISSA FARMER

Issa Farmer, age 84, widower
of Cora Lee Rose Farmer, de-
parted this life on Sunday,
June 14, 2020.

He was born on July 5, 1935,
in Sumter, to the late Bozier
and Viola Walters Farmers.

The family is receiving
friends from 4 to 8 p.m. daily at

will be announced later by
Whites Mortuary LLC.

BESSIE G. MASHORE

PINEWOOD — Bessie G.
Mashore, age 94, widow of Jo-
seph “Joe” Mashore, departed
this life on Saturday, June 13,
2020, in Pinewood.

She was born on Aug. 6, 1925,
in Pinewood, to the late
O’Donald and Carrie Smith
Green.

Beginning Wednesday, the
family will receive friends from
2 to 6 p.m. at 3409 Jenkinson
Road, Pinewood.

Services are incomplete and
will be announced later by
Whites Mortuary LLC.

ETHEL WRIGHT

Ethel Wright, 98, widow of
the Rev. Robert C. Wright, de-
parted this life on Sunday, June
14, 2020, at NHC HealthCare of
Sumter.

She was born on Aug. 9, 1921,
in Sumter County, a daughter
of the late Eddie Spann and
Earline Wells McCoy.

The family will receive
friends at the home, 1893 Con-
way Drive, Sumter, SC 29153.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter, is in charge
of arrangements.

DELORIS G. WHITE

Deloris G. White, 61, wife of
Eddie J. White, departed this
life on Sunday, June 14, 2020, at
Prisma Health Tuomey Hospi-
tal.

She was born on April 5, 1959,
in Sumter, a daughter of the
late Susan Green Thompson.

The family will receive
friends at the home, 1890 River
Birch Drive, Sumter, SC 29150.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S.
Main St., Sumter, is in charge
of arrangements.

JOHN E. SINGLETON

John E. Singleton, 91, widow-
er of Roby Scott Singleton, died
on Sunday, June 14, 2020, at
McLeod Hospice House, Flor-
ence.

Born on May 16, 1929, in
Sumter County, he was a son
of Israel and Amelia Isaac Sin-
gleton.

The family is receiving rela-
tives at the home, 708 Chapman
St., Bishopville.

Funeral arrangements are
incomplete and will be an-
nounced by the management
of Williams Funeral Home Inc.

ANNIE H. MCJUNKIN

Annie Jane Hollifield
McdJunkin, 84, widow of John
Henry McJunkin, passed away
on Friday, June 12, 2020, at her
home.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens Fu-
neral Home and Crematorium
is in charge of arrangements.

RALPH A. HOUSE JR.

Ralph A. House Jr., 78, died
on Saturday, June 13, 2020, at
his place of residence in Ches-
apeake, Virginia.

He was a son of the late
Ralph A. House Sr. and Virgin-
ia House.

Funeral arrangements are
entrusted to Summerton Fu-
neral Home LLC and will be
announced at a later date.

DORIS DEAS JONES

Doris Deas Jones, 88, loving
wife of 69 years to Calvin M.
Jones, passed away on Sunday,
June 14, 2020, at her home.

Born on May 24, 1932, in Lee
County, she was the youngest
child of nine to the late John-
nie and Mamie Hall Deas. She
was a member of Concord
Presbyterian Church and re-
tired from the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice after 23 years of service.

She is survived by her hus-
band; two sons, Dale Jones and
Dean Jones (Arlene); a grand-
daughter, Dallen Charles
(Thomas); five sisters-in-law;
and numerous nieces and
nephews. Also surviving are
her adopted children, Freddie
McKellar, Bobby Griffith and
Archie Coker.

She was preceded in death by
a daughter-in-law, Darla Jones.

A graveside service will be
held at 11 a.m. Wednesday at
Concord Presbyterian Church
cemetery, 3350 E. Brewington
Road, with the Rev. Paul Mer-
rill officiating.

The family will receive
friends following the service at
the graveside and other times
at the home, 2485 Florence
Highway.

The family would like to ex-
press their appreciation to the
staff of Prisma Health Tuomey,
Kindred Health and Tuomey

cial thank you to Alberta Ca-
ples, Helen Pringle and Daisy
Glolver for all the loving care
they provided to Mrs. Jones.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of Sumter is in charge of
the arrangements.

CURTIS LEGRANDE REED

Curtis LeGrande Reed, 57,
died on Saturday, June 13, 2020,
at MUSC Health Florence Med-
ical Center.

Born on March 14, 1963, in
Sumter, he was a son of Shirley
J. McPhail Reed and the late
Earl Reed. He was a resident at
Pee Dee Regional Center in
Florence.

In addition to his mother of
Sumter, he is survived by one
brother, Tony Reed (Lisa) of
Sumter.

Funeral services will be held
at 3 p.m. today at Green Acres
Assembly of God with the Rev.
Matt Cuny and the Rev. Tyrone
Mitchum officiating. Burial
will be at Evergreen Memorial
Park cemetery.

The family will receive
friends from 2 to 3 p.m. today at
Green Acres Assembly of God.

Memorials may be made to
Grace Full Gospel Church,
1540 Bradham Blvd., Sumter,
SC 29153.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of Sumter is in charge of
the arrangements.

SHAMYA SIANI RANDOLPH

Shamya Siani Randolph died
on Saturday, June 13, 2020, at
her residence.

She was a daughter of Shar-
ma Ladile Harris and Byren S.
Randolph.

Funeral arrangements are
incomplete and will be an-
nounced later by Sumter Fu-
neral Service.

ELEASE MCDUFFIE GIBSON

Elease McDuffie Gibson, 52,
wife of Michael Gibson, died on
Saturday, June 13, 2020, at
McLeod Regional Medical Cen-
ter, Florence.

She was born on May 20,
1968, in Brooklyn, New York, to
Pearletha Caristi and the late
Albert Ellison.

The family will receive
friends from 3 to 6 p.m. at the
home, 3 Parson St., Summer-
ton.

Services have been entrusted
to the professional care of King-
Fields Mortuary, Summerton.

CALVIN DAVIS

Calvin aka “Sally” Davis, 57,
was born on May 16, 1963, in
Bishopville, a son of Calvin
(Vertie) Davis and the late Re-
becca Pearson-Davis. He passed
away peacefully on Wednesday,
June 10, 2020, at Prisma Health
Tuomey Hospital.

He was educated in the Lee
County Public School District.
Sally was a faithful member of
Mount Calvary Holiness
Church.

He leaves to cherish his mem-
ories: six sisters, Victoria (Ver-
non) Wilson, Carrie Gibson, Re-
becca (Robert) Mack, Rachelle
Davis, Renee Davis and Delores
(Leon) Woods; five brothers,
Sammie Davis, Reginald Davis,
Luke Kelly, Sammie Pearson
and James Pearson; three
aunts, Viola Wilson, Mary Jett
and Sally Mae Gilbert; and a
host of nieces, nephews, other
family and friends.

The family is receiving rela-
tives and friends at the home,
38 Elmore Road, Bishopville.

Funeral services will be held
at 11 am. today at Mount Cal-
vary Holiness Church, 771 Cen-
tral School Road, Rembert,
with the Rev. Maggie Williams,
pastor, eulogist, and the Rev.
Ernest Frierson, pastor of Me-
chanicsville United Methodist
Church, presiding.

Services directed by the man-
agement and staff of Williams
Funeral Home Inc., 821 N. Main
St., Sumter. Online messages
may be sent to the family at wil-
liamsfuneralhome@sc.rr.com.
Visit us on the web at www. Wil-
liamsFuneralHomelnc.com.

ROBIN YVONNE I. PETERSON

Robin Yvonne Ingbreton Pe-
terson, 61, wife of Gary Peter-
son, died on Saturday, June 13,
2020, at her home in Manning.

Born on April 5, 1959, in
Shell Lake, Wisconsin, she was
a daughter of Bernard and
Barbara Brown Ingbreton.

Private services will be held
by the family at a later date.

The management of Wil-
liams Funeral Home Inc. is in
charge of these arrangements.
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WIS News 10 at | Entertainment America’s Got Talent “Auditions 4" Variety acts audition. (N) (:01) World of Dance “The Qualifiers 4" WIS News 10at |(:34) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
WIS @ 3[107(N) Tonight (N) Qualifiers conclude; callbacks begin. (N) {11 (N) E\a‘t)llon Gwyneth Paltrow; Zachary Quinto.
News 19 at 7pm (N) |Inside Edition (N) ~|NCIS “Institutionalized” A petty officer's ~ |FBI “American Idol” A presidential candi- |FBI: Most Wanted “Ride or Die” A manip- |News 19 at 11pm | (:35) The Late Show With Stephen
WLTX @] 9|9 son is found murdered. (DVS) date is targeted. ulative student commits murder. (N) Colbert
Wheel of Fortune | Jeopardy! “Let It Fall: Los Angeles 1982-1992” (2017, Documentary) Tensions and civil unrest | The Genetic Detective “The Deadly ABC Columbia (:35) Jimmy Kim- | (12:06) Nightline
WOLO | 5|12 in Los Angeles lead to violence. kP_Il?yde(a,t\B" I?[e;ctisfg/ing an 8-year-old gir's | News at 11 (N) mel Live! (N) (N)
iller.
Making It Grow Host Amanda McNulty | American Masters “Mae West: Dirty Blonde” Life and career of | Frontline “The Virus: What Went Wrong?" Why U.S. was unpre- | Amanpour and Company (N) American Masters
WRJA @ | 11| 14 |and Clemson Extension Agents answer | performer Mae West. (N) (DVS) pared for COVID-19. (N) “Mae West: Dirty
viewers' gardening questions. Blonde”
The Big Bang The Big Bang The- |Hell's Kitchen “Just Letter Cook” Ramsay | Gordon Ramsay’s 24 Hours to Hell WACH FOX News at 10 (N) (Live) WACH FOX DailyMailTV (N) ~ |TMZ (N)
WACH 6 | 6 |Theory“The Tam |ory Sheldon must |decides to shake things up. (DVS) and Back “Caneda’s White Rooster” A News:Coronavirus
Turbulence” teach a class. Cuban-inspired restaurant in N.J. Pandemic
Last Man Standing |Last Man Standing | The Doctors Medical debt; body dysmor- |Judge Jerry Judge Jerry A Chicago P.D. “A Night Owl" Halstead Chicago P.D. “The Cases That Need The Game Malik
WKTC @ | 4 | 22 |"Shoveling Snow”  |“Vanessa Fixes phia; workout. rental house is left in | takes an off-duty security job. to Be Solved” A candlelight vigil for a reaches his breaking
Kyle” shambles. murdered boy. point.
CABLE CHANNELS
A&E 461130 The First 48 “Devil's Trail" Body of an The First 48 "Old Wounds" Drive-by The First 48: Catching a Killer A young | The First 48 A mother of five is bound and | The First 48 “Cruel Summer” Gunmen | The First 48 "Old
unknown homeless woman found. shooting death in Oklahoma. father is murdered in his car. (N) executed. open fire on a porch. Wounds”
AMC 481180 *%x “The Dark Knight Rises” (2012, Action) Christian Bale, Anne Hathaway, Tom Hardy. Batman faces a masked villain named Bane. *x% “The 40-Year-Old Virgin” (2005) Steve Carell. Three
co-workers unite to help their buddy get a sex life.
ANPL 41 |100|Finding Bigfoot “Matt Goes Home” \Finding Bigfoot Team bets on which state is squatchier. \Finding Bigfoot Finding Bigfoot “Skeptic Showdown” Finding Bigfoot
BET 611162 (6:30) **x “New Jack City” (1991, Crime Drama) Wesley Snipes, Ice-T, Judd *x “Tyler Perry’s | Can Do Bad All By Myself” (2009, Comedy-Drama) Tyler Perry, Taraji P. Henson, Adam Rodriguez. A boozy Martin “que Isin
Nelson. Two street-smart cops try to bust a venomous drug lord. singer finds a way to change her life. Your Face
BRAVO 47181 Vanderpump Rules “Reunion Part 2" Vanderpump Rules “Reunion Part 3" Million Dollar Listing Los Angeles Watch What Hap- | (:45) Vanderpump Rules “Reunion Part 3°)(:45) Million Dollar Listing Los Angeles
Andy Cohen gets Scheana to open up. | Stassi explains bridezilla behavior. (N) “Altman and Flagg's Co-List" pens Live Stassi explains bridezilla behavior. “Altman and Flagg's Co-List"
CNBC 35| 84 |CNBC Special Report Shark Tank (DVS) Shark Tank (DVS) Shark Tank (DVS) The Profit “After the Casery” The Profit
CNN 3 | 80 |Erin Burnett OutFront (N) (Live) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) (Live) Cuomo Prime Time (N) (Live) CNN Tonight with Don Lemon (N) (Live) |CNN Tonight with Don Lemon (N) (Live) | Anderson Cooper
The Daily Show | (:45) The Office “Company Picnic” (:20) The Office (8:55) The Office | The Office “The The Office “Niagara”| The Office “Niagara’| The Daily Show  |(:45) South Park  |(12:15) South Park
COM 57136 \ith Trevor Noah | Michael reunites with Holly. “Gossip” “The Meeting” Promotion” With Trevor Noah | “Obama Wins!"
DISN 18200 (:05) Raven’s Home|(:35) Sydney to Sydney to the Max |(:25) Coop & Cami |Coop & Cami Ask |(:40) Bunk'd (:05) Bunk'd Gabby Duran & the | (10:55) Sydney to  |(:20) Coop & Cami |(12:10) Just Roll
the Max Ask the World the World Unsittables the Max Ask the World With It
DSC 42 |103|Deadliest Catch: On Deck (N) Deadliest Catch Josh takes a big risk. ~ |(:01) All on the Line Two fishing boats band together. (N) (:05) Deadliest Catch “Siberian Winter" | Deadliest Catch
ESPN 26| 35 |Boxing (Taped) Boxing Boxing [Boxing SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt (N) | SportsCenter
ESPN2 27| 39 |(6:00) NBA2K League The Tipoff Tournament, Day 1. (N) ACL Cornhole
FOOD 40 |109|Chopped “Betting on the Farm” Chopped “Blue Plate Fate” Chopped “Soda Flop” (N) Supermarket Stakeout (N) Chopped “Rock Stars” Chopped
FOXN 37| 90 |The Story With Martha MacCallum (N) | Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) (Live) Hannity (N) (Live) The Ingraham Angle (N) (Live) Fox News at Night With Shannon Tucker Carlson
FREE 201131 (5:30) *** “The Hunger Games: Mock- | x** “The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 2” (2015, Science Fiction) Jennifer Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth. | The 700 Club *xx “Ice Age”
ingjay, Part 1” (2014) Katniss and her team attempt to assassinate President Snow. (2002)
FSS 21| 47 |MLB Baseball From Aug. 1, 2019. Golf America Swing Clinic MLB Baseball From Aug. 1, 2019.
HALL 52183 (6:00) “Sailing Into Love” (2019) Leah | “Love in the Forecast” (2020, Romance) Christopher Russell, Cindy Busby. Sparks | The Golden Girls | The Golden Girls | The Golden Girls | The Golden Girls | The Golden Girls
Renee, Chris McNally. fly between an aspiring meteorologist and a neighbor. “Once, in St. Olaf” “Snap Out of It” “Feelings”
HGTV 39 112|Good Bones Good Bones (N) Good Bones (N) House Hunters House Hunters House inaHurry |House Hunters Good Bones
HIST 45 110|Lost Gold of World War Il Lost Gold of World War Il Lost Gold of World War Il The team discovers new access points. (:05) Lost Gold of World War II Lost Gold-Wwil
Criminal Minds “Chameleon” A killer Criminal Minds “Sick and Evil” Murders  |Criminal Minds “Truth or Dare” A series of| Criminal Minds “Extreme Aggressor” Four| Criminal Minds “Compulsion” Gideon Criminal Minds
ION 13 18 | seems to outsmart the BAU. take place in haunted houses. fatal shootings. (DVS) women are kidnapped. must identify an arsonist.
Grey’s Anatomy “Take It Back” Alex Grey’s Anatomy “A Hard Day's Night"  |Grey’s Anatomy “The First Cut Is the (:03) Grey’s Anatomy “Winning a Battle, |(:03) Grey's Anatomy “No Man’s Land” | (12:01) Grey's
LIFE 50| 145/ 10qcis o the news about his dad. Surgical interns balance life and work. Deepest” A young woman clings to life. | Losing the War" Severe injuries. Cristina meets a former nurse. Anatomy
MSNBC 36| 92 [MSNBC Live: Decision 2020 (N) All In With Chris Hayes (N) The Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word The 11th Hour With Brian Williams (N)  |Rachel Maddow
NICK 16 |210/SpongeBob SpongeBob Young Dylan SpongeBob SpongeBob [SpongeBob Friends [Friends Friends [Friends Friends
PARMT 64 |153|Two and Half Men | Two and Half Men |Two and Half Men |Two and Half Men |Yellowstone “Kill the Messenger” Yellowstone “No Good Horses” *x “Taken 2" (2012) Liam Neeson. Premiere.
SYFY 581152 (6:38) ** “Resident Evil: The Final *x “Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters” (2013, Fantasy) Jeremy Renner, Gemma *x “Underworld: Blood Wars” (2016, Fantasy) Kate Beckinsale, Theo James, Tobi- | Futurama “Neu-
Chapter” (2016) Milla Jovovich. Arterton, Famke Janssen. Siblings hunt witches for a living. as Menzies. Selene tries to end the war between vampires and Lycans. topia”
The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang Conan Comic W. | Brooklyn Nine-Nine|Brooklyn Nine-Nine
TBS 241156 Theory Theory Theory Theory Theory Theory Theory Theory Kamau Bell. ‘
TcM 49186 MGM Is on the Move: The films of Met- | % “Nora Prentiss” (1947, Crime Drama) Ann Sheridan, Kent Smith, Bruce Bennett. | %% “The Unfaithful” (1947, Mystery) Ann Sheridan, Lew Ayres, Zachary Scott. A *xx “They Drive
ro-Goldwyn-Mayer Inc. A doctor fakes his death to follow a singer to New York. woman gets involved in murder while her husband is away. by Night”
TLC 43 |157|Outdaughtered Outdaughtered “My Bushy Valentine” Outdaughtered “Snow-cation” (N) Sweet Home Sextuplets |(:02) Counting On "A Surprise Delivery’ |Outdaughtered
INT 23158 (6:30) **x “The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug” (2013, Fantasy) lan McKellen. | “The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies” (2014, Fantasy) lan McKellen, Martin Freeman, Richard Armitage. Men, *oxx “It7 (2017)
Bilbo and company encounter the fearsome dragon Smaug. (DVS) Dwarves and Elves must unite or be destroyed. (DVS) Jaeden Lieberher.
TRUTV 38 |129|Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |Tirdy Works (N)  |Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers |Impractical Jokers
TV LAND | 55 |161|Andy Griffith Show | Andy Griffith Show | Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond One Day ata Time |Two and Half Men |Two and Half Men |King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens
Law & Order: Special Victims Unit The |Law & Order: Special Victims Unit SVU |Law & Order: Special Victims Unit SVU | Dirty John “More to It Than Fun"Betty  |(:03) Law & Order: Special Victims Unit |Law & Order: Spe-
USA 25| 132/ 5yy uncovers a sex trafficking ring. helps an assaulted waitress. investigates a prostitute’s death. sees her life has been a sham. (N) Sex trafficking operation. (DVS) cial Victims Unit
WE 68 |166|Law & Order “Damaged” Law & Order “Tabloid” Law & Order “Monster” Law & Order “Cherished” Law & Order “Bait’ Law & Order
WGNA 8 |172|x** “True Lies” (1994, Action) Amold Schwarzenegger, Jamie Lee Curtis, Tom Arnold. [*** “True Lies” (1994, Action) Amold Schwarzenegger, Jamie Lee Curtis, Tom Arold. Married ... With

American Masters profiles show biz icon Mae West

BY KEVIN McDONOUGH

Produced by Bette Midler,
a new “American Masters” (8
p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check
local listings) celebrates
screen legend Mae West. A
chorus of contemporary
voices praises her as a rule-
breaker and “sexual gang-
ster,” who used humor to
turn the tables on male
characters and take the role
of the voracious sensualist
who never got bumped off in
the third act.

As the film makes clear,
West was 40 when she was
first cast in the Hollywood
movies that cement her
image as a parody of a
“naughty” lady. Born in
1893, she was pushed onto
the vaudeville stage by her
mother, a starstruck Ger-
man immigrant. She learned
how to steal the spotlight by
the time most of us are mas-
tering our A-B-Cs.

Despite this “education,”
vaudeville critics panned
West as too “burlesque.”

Her notorious 1926 Broad-
way show “Sex” (more about
hypocrisy than its title sug-
gests) landed her in court. A
brief jail sentence was a
publicity bonanza. She fol-
lowed that up in 1927 with
“The Drag,” a film set in the
gay demimonde of the flap-
per age that included a half-
hour scene set at an elabo-
rate ball filled with transves-
tites and what were called
“fairy-imitators” at the time.
This was a full 60 years be-
fore Madonna “discovered”
such scenes.

West’s brand of audacious
bawdiness was only har-
nessed by Hollywood as the
studios faced Depression
and financial ruin. Para-
mount hired her in 1932, and
she all but stole her first
movie from established star
George Raft and then intro-
duced the world to an un-
known handsome face be-
longing to Cary Grant. He
appears to melt and quiver
in her mere presence.

Commentators, mostly fe-
male writers and critics,
marvel at how West turned
the idea of the “dirty” play
or movie on its head. Instead
of titillating male voyeurs,
she spoke to women about
how to confront male-domi-
nated institutions and sub-
vert them. West used the
role of the “fallen woman”

Mae West as Tira performs a “muscle dance” in the 1933 film “I'm No Angel.”

to laugh at men, all the way
to the bank. Few seemed to
so savagely skewer male vul-
nerability and hypocrisy and
have so much fun doing it.
While West is a product of
another century’s mores,
many of the attitudes she
confronted endure to this
day — particularly the no-
tion that anyone who chal-
lenges a male-dominated au-
thority is bad. Or, in the
words of a certain former
TV reality star, “nasty.”
This “American Master”
profile is part of a month-
long salute to strong women.
« As I’ve written before, no
TV series does a better job
of laying out the chronology
of recent history than
“Frontline” (9:30 p.m., PBS,
check local listings).
Tonight’s installment,
“The Virus: What Went
Wrong?” takes a day-by-day
look at how different coun-
tries reacted to the COVID-
19 outbreak.

Among the many lessons
to take away from this
“Frontline” is that govern-
ments that invest in public
health resources are way
ahead of the game. One only
has to compare South Korea,
which suffered some 300
deaths, and the United
States, with more than
110,000 fatalities, and count-
ing.

TONIGHT’S OTHER
HIGHLIGHTS

« Auditions continue on
“America’s Got Talent” (8 p.m.,
NBC, TV-PG).

» Games of chance on
“Hell’s Kitchen” (8 p.m., Fox, r,
TV-14).

» The 2017 documentary
“Let It Fall: Los Angeles 1982-
1992” (8 p.m., ABC) exam-
ines tensions between black
residents and the LAPD cul-
minating in the Rodney King
riots.

» A Chicago detective’s
methods don’t mesh with the

bureau’s ways on “FBI” (9
p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).

« CW continues its stand-
up specials with “Marina
Franklin: Single Black Female”
(9 p.m., CW, TV-14).

- Burt Reynolds, Mark
Wahlberg and an amazing
ensemble star in the 1997
drama “Boogie Nights” (9
p.m., Sho2).

« The family squabbles
about politics on an animat-
ed episode of “One Day at a
Time” (9:30 p.m., Pop, TV-
PG).

» A police officer weaves a
paranoid web of conspira-
cies on “FBI: Most Wanted” (10
p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).

« Callbacks begin on “World
of Dance” (10 p.m., NBC, TV-
PG).

A cold case is reexam-
ined on “The Genetic Detec-
tive” (10 p.m., ABC).

CULT CHOICE

Dick Van Dyke stars in the
1971 comedy “Cold Turkey”

CREDIT: COURTESY OF ALAMY STOCK PHOTO / PBS

(5:15 p.m., TCM, TV-PG),
about a small town trying to
collectively quit smoking to
win a cash prize. Directed by
Norman Lear (“All in the
Family,” “One Day at a
Time”).

SERIES NOTES

A welcome home party
proves fatal on “NCIS” (8
p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) * Hal-
loween on “DC’s Stargirl” (8
p.m., CW, TV-PG) * Unsure
on the Jersey Shore on “Gor-
don Ramsay’s 24 Hours to Hell
and Back” (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-
14).

LATE NIGHT

Jimmy Fallon welcomes
Gwyneth Paltrow, Zachary
Quinto and Alec Benjamin
on “The Tonight Show” (11:35
p.m., NBC) * Black Pumas
visit “Late Night With Seth
Meyers” (12:35 a.m., NBC).

Copyright 2020
United Feature Syndicate
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CLASSIFIEDS

To Place Your Classified Ads, Please call

803-774-1200

ORTO PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE GO TO WWW.THE ITEM.COM/PLACEMYAD

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for
Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday & Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for Sunday'’s edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is
made; however we are not responsible for errors after
the first run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or
expense that results from the printing or omission of
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse
or cancel any ad at any time.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Announcements

IT'S A CRIME TO NOT
FILE YOUR
TAXES FOR PRIOR YEARS!
WE CAN HELP!
Tesco
507 Broad St
803-773-1515

Home
Improvements

H.L. Boone, Contractor: Remodel
paint roofs gutters drywall blown
ceilings ect. 773-9904

Roofing

All Types of Roofing & Roofing
Repairs All work guaranteed. 30 yrs
exp. SC lic. Virgil  Bickley
803-316-4734.

Help Wanted
Part-Time

Part time yard work. No mowing. M
or F just be willing to work and have
own transportation. Pay by hour.
Dalzell (Lee county). Call or text
803-795-7006.

Looking for experienced lawn care
person, must have drivers license,
and experience with lawn care
equipment. Call 803-968-3262.

RENTALS

Unfurnished
Apartments

Carolina Crossings
Apartments
(803)773-2518
Remodeled: 5Br/2Ba Apts
1, 2 & 3 Br Apts Also Available
OPEN: Mon. Wed. Fri.
8:30 - 5:30.

Walking Distance to
Morris College
861 Carolina Ave. #40 Sumter
378 Near Hwy 15,
Behind Shoney's
*Housing Vouchers Accepted

Tree Service

Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
stump grinding, Lic & ins, free quote,
803-435-2223 or cell 803-460-8747.

A Notch Above Tree Care Log
pickup available. Full quality service
low rates, lic/ins., free est BBB
accredited 983-9721

Newman's Tree Service Tree
removal, trimming, topping, view
enhancement pruning, bobcat
work stump grinding, Lic &
insured. Call 803-316-0128

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

Flowers For Sale: Butterfly bush,
Climbing roses, Coleus Trumpet,
Hosta, Hydranger, Canna Lillies,
Blue Berries, Liriope, Lantana. Mon -
Sat 9-8 & Sun 12-8. 30 Tucson Dr

For Sale
or Trade

SALE - 2 plots - Evergreen or
Hillside Cemetary. $ 2,200.00 each.
Call 803-499-9271

Cemetery lot in Evergreen Ceme-
tery, Sumter, SC; Lot 29, spaces 1,
2, 3, and 4 Iris Circle - Call
865-330-9652

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Kenny's Car-wash.
Full time position, 8-6. Mon-Sat.
Salary +tips. 803-774-6030.

RECREATION

Boats / Motors

12' Jon Boat
and Trailer $750.00
803-236-1325

TRANSPORTATION

Miscellaneous

Refurbished batteries as low as
$45. Golf cart batteries $65.
Auto Electric Co.

102 Blvd Rd. 803-773-4381

WE'RE
ALL
EARS

36 W. Liberty Street
803.774.1200
www.theitem.com

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?
Let us know

how we're doing.

I've never seen
so many cars and

people!
What do you think
is goingon over
there?

Well, | was told
she’s having one
of those 'Garage
Sales. Canyou
imagine?

Do you
think weyshould
have one and
place an ad? It
sure would help
Wl'ih Sprms
Cleaning!

LEGAL
NOTICES

Legal Notice

NOTICE TO CITIZENS
OF SUMTER COUNTY:

Pursuant to the South Carolina
Eminent Domain Procedure Act,
Section 28-2-70(c), Code of Laws of
South Carolina, 1976, as amended,
notice is hereby given that entry by
personnel of the South Carolina
Department of Transportation will
be made in the area of the road
described below for such purposes
as topographic surveys, subsurface
exploration, environmental related
studies and for the gathering of any
other data necessary for the
planning, development of location
alternatives, design, property
acquisition, and construction of road
and bridge replacement projects.

This project will consist of replacing
the Manning Avenue (S-152) Bridge
over the S.C.L. Railroad located in
Sumter County. The project may also
include improvements to the existing
roadway and intersections in close
proximity to the bridge. It is
anticipated that additional right of
way will be needed to construct this
project due to new design standards.

More specific information about the
project may be obtained by
contacting Program Manager Bener
Amado (803) 737-0181 in Columbia,
South Carolina.

Abandon
Vehicle / Boat

Abandoned
Vehicle Notice:

The following vehicle was
abandoned at Newman's Automotive
LLC, 1109 Florence Hwy. Sumter, SC
29153. Described as a 2005 Chevrolet
Cavalier, VIN #

1G1JC12F157134980. Total Due for
storage is $2,480.00 as of June 5,
2020. Owner is asked to call
803-773-3379. If not claimed in 30
days. it will be turned over to the
Magistrate's Office for public sale.

Abandoned
Vehicle Notice:

The following vehicle was
abandoned at 828 Bethel Church Rd.
Sumter, SC 29154. Described as a
2003 Dodge, VIN #
1D4GP243938249497. Total Due for
storage is $3,600.00 as of April 7,
2020, plus $40.00 per day thereafter.
Owner is asked to call 803-481-9898.
If not claimed in 30 days. it will be
turned over to the Magistrate's Office
for public sale.

Abandoned
Vehicle Notice:

The following vehicle was
abandoned at 828 Bethel Church Rd.
Sumter, SC 29154. Described as a
2015 Nissan, VIN #
1N4AL3AP8FW406134. Total Due for
storage is $3,600.00 as of March 9,
2020, plus $40.00 per day thereafter.
Owner is asked to call 803-481-9898.
If not claimed in 30 days. it will be
turned over to the Magistrate's Office
for public sale.

Public Hearing

Estate Notice
Sumter County

Estate Notice
Sumter County

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE
CITY OF MANNING PLANNING
COMMISSION & PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Manning Planning
Commission will meet on Monday,
July 13, 2020 at 6:30 P.M., and the
City Council will hold a Public
Hearing on Monday, July 20, 2020 at
6:30 P.M., City Hall, 29 West Boyce
Street, to hear the following:

Rezoning Request No. 2020-01M, a
proposed map amendment to the
zoning ordinance for properties
located at S. Mill Street, Tax Map #
169-14-06-004-00 and 169-14-06-003-00
owned by Ken Wells, from Office
Commercial (OC) to General
Commercial (GC).

Documents related to the
amendments are available for public
inspection at City Hall, 29 W. Boyce,
Manning, S.C. during regular office
hours.

Estate Notice
Sumter County
Persons having claim against the
following estates are required to deliver
or mail their claims to the indicated
Personal Representatives, appointed to
administer these estates, and to file their
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N.
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or
before the date that is eight months after
the date of the first publication of this
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803),
or such persons shall be forever barred
as to heir claims. All claims are required
to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and the address
of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the nature of any
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a description of

any security as to the claim.

Estate:/Charles Pinkney
cott, Jr.
#2020ES4300235
Personal Representative:
Rose Gagne

3635 Drayton Dr.
Dalzell, SC 29040

Estate:/Blease Weldon ITI
#2020ES4300245

Personal Representative:
Debra L. Weldon
P.O. Box 3883
Sumter, S.C. 29150

Estate:/Barbara Armstrong
#2020ES4300221
Personal Representative:
Lafayette Armstrong
510 Pitts Road
Sumter, SC 29154
J. David Weeks
Attorney at Law
PO Box 370
Sumter, SC 29151

Estate:/Larry Gale Hutson
#2020ES54300244

Personal Representative:
Keith Edward Brown
5360 Ray Ln
Dalzell, S.C. 29040

Persons having claim against the
following estates are required to deliver
or mail their claims to the indicated
Personal Representatives, appointed to
administer these estates, and to file their
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N.
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or
before the date that is eight months after
the date of the first publication of this
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803),
or such persons shall be forever barred
as to heir claims. All claims are required
to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and the address
of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the nature of any
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a description of
any security as to the claim.

Estate:/David Carson Griffin
#2020ES4300237
Personal Representative:
Kathi R Jones
1285 Cutleaf Dr
Sumter, S.C. 29150
W. T. Geddings Jr.
Attorney at Law
20 S Brooks St.
Manning, S.C. 29102

Estate:/Sara Truett Coulter
#2020ES4300224

Personal Representative:
Eleanor Leigh Bogdany
1626 YorkRoad
Kings Mountain, NC 28086

Estate:/William Graham
Tisdale
#2020ES4300228

Personal Representative:
Arlene T. Jones
5235 Brewington Rd.
Sumter, SC 29153

Estate:/Rose Gayle Heyward
2020ES4300216

Personal Representative:
Robert Heyward, Jr.
201 Fenway Lane
Greenville, SC 29605

Estate:/Lonnie L. Hinson
#2020ES4300242
Personal Representative:
Linda Hinson
3341 Cains Mill Rd.
Sumter, S.C. 29154
Marvin E. Mcmillan Jr.
Attorney at Law
P.0. Box 3690

Sumter, S.C. 29151
Estate:/Annie Louise
Henderson

#2020ES4300246
Personal Representative:
Lowell Joe Henderson
318 East Charlotte Ave.
Sumter, SC 29150
Thomas E. Player Jr.
Attorney at Law
P.0. Box 3690
Sumter, S.C. 29151

Estate:/Joseph Barton
Davis, Jr.
#2020ES4300225
Personal Representative:
Jacquelyn E. Davis
1092 Lemon Ave.
Manning, SC 29102

Estate:/Dorothy Harvin Felder
#2020ES54300223

Personal Representative:
Susan F. Mixon
2010 Plowden Mill Road
Sumter, SC 29153

Estate:/Pearlie Mae Champagne
#2020ES4300248

Personal Representative:
Booker A. Hill
1370 Willowbrook Dr.
Marietta, G.A. 30064

Estate:/Thomas Lowery

#2020ES4300226
Personal Representative:

Joseph A. Lowery
5850 Mt. Sinai Church Rd.
Lynchburg, SC 29080
Garryl L. Deas
Attorney at Law
PO Box 1211
Sumter, SC 29151

Estate:/Ray Frierson
#2020ES4300241
Personal Representative:
Reginald D. Frierson
4138 Barnes Ave.
Bronx, N.Y. 10466
Elbert K. Turbeville
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 699
Lake City, S.C. 29560

Persons having claim against the
following estates are required to deliver
or mail their claims to the indicated
Personal Representatives, appointed to
administer these estates, and to file their
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N.
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or
before the date that is eight months after
the date of the first publication of this
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803),
or such persons shall be forever barred
as to heir claims. All claims are required
to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and the address
of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the nature of any
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a description of
any security as to the claim.

Estate:/Jerome M. White
#2020ES4300240

Personal Representative:
Laravia White
145 Masters Dr
Sumter, S.C. 29154

Estate:/Louise L. Brabham
#2020ES4300229
Personal Representative:

John M. Brabham

2761 Creekside Dr.

Sumter, SC 29150

Mary B. Sheridan

3490 Kel Sam Dr.

Dalzell, SC 29040

Estate:/John W. Coward
#2020ES4300220

Personal Representative:
Mark Coward
1370 Kings Pointe Drive
Sumter, SC 29154

EXTEND YOUR
REACH.

GROW YOUR
CLIENTELE.

ADVERTISING
WITH US
WILL GROW
YOUR SALES!

WWW.THEITEM.COM

Routes Available in Sumter
and surrounding counties

If you have a dependable car and a phone in your

home apply NOW for a route.

Apply in-person at the Circulation Department

36 W. Liberty St., Sumter, SC 29150
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YOUR COVID-19 RESOURCES

Online resources including
monitoring cases, virtual
screenings, what has been
closed or altered locally, and
more.

GENERAL RESOURCES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention — https://bit.
ly/2XxRMrNJ

DHEC county-by-county map of
cases — https://bit.ly/2JHSVKO

Johns Hopkins University Coronavi-
rus Resource Center — https://
coronavirus.jhu.edu/

Johns Hopkins COVID-19 global
cases map — https://bit.
ly/2VgHCWCc

The President’s Guidelines for
America — https://bit.
ly/2URTB8Q

Gov. Henry McMaster’s Executive
Orders — https://bit.ly/3bZnajt
Gov. Henry McMaster’s Twitter —
https://bit.ly/2yLH8jt

U.S. Department of Defense —
https://bit.ly/3e5vDne

FEMA'’s Coronavirus Rumor Control
— https://bit.ly/34kQcrb

LOCAL RESOURCES

The Sumter Iltem’s FREE coronavirus
coverage — https://bit.
ly/3dZzTEy

Contact The Sumter Item’s staff —
https://bit.ly/3bY3HiY

Sumter County’s local restaurants
offering takeout, curbside, delivery
service — https://bit.ly/3aXaBFo
Closures, cancellations and chang-
es, updated daily — https://bit.
ly/2yLHKFN

Sumter County government build-
ings, services closed — https://bit.
ly/3bXnTBy

Sumter County website — https://
bit.ly/3c3udbe

City of Sumter website — https://
bit.ly/2RpCkHO

Shaw Air Force Base — https://bit.
ly/34yNpKW

Clarendon County website —
https://bit.ly/34zCqBh

Lee County website — http://
leecountysc.org/

MEDICAL RESOURCES

What are the symptoms? A guide
from the CDC — https://bit.
ly/2VfhH10

A list of telehealth options for free
virtual screening — https://bit.
ly/39PHNH7

Prisma Health — https://bit.
ly/2y03SiV

MUSC — https://bit.ly/2VgKdiU
McLeod Health — https://bit.

ly/2XilJzd

Colonial Healthcare — https://bit.
ly/2VhAOmMB

Dr. Clay Lowder’s (of Colonial
Healthcare) Facebook page —
https://bit.ly/2XmcC9R

Sandhills Medical Foundation is
conducting drive-thru testing in
Camden — http://sandhillsmedi-
cal.org/

JOBLESS BENEFITS AND
RESOURCES

Information about unemployment
benefits with the S.C. Department
of Employment and Workforce —
https://dew.sc.gov/covid-hub

If you need to sign up for unemploy-
ment benefits, start here —
https://bit.ly/2JRNAYt

DEW answers questions about filing
for unemployment — https://bit.
ly/2wpRmFp

Advice for laid-off workers from
DEW — https://bit.ly/2xUJPi9

EDUCATION

Chromebook tech support —
https://bit.ly/2xdOewG

Resources and accounts for parents
with at-home children — https://
bit.ly/2J0J10r

USC updates — https://bit.
ly/2y8pjuy

Morris College — https://www.
morris.edu/calendar/?

Central Carolina Technical College
FAQ and student resources avail-
able during shutdown — https://
bit.ly/34zDeSh

Online enroliment application for
Central Carolina Technical College
— https://bit.ly/2xdjGLu

MENTAL HEALTH/
WELLNESS/FITNESS

The National Suicide Prevention Ho-
tline provides 24/7, free, confi-
dential support for anyone in
distress. The hotline also pro-
vides prevention and crisis re-
sources as well as best practic-
es for professionals — https://
suicidepreventionlifeline.org/

Resources from the S.C. Depart-
ment of Mental Health to help find
free potential emotional support
tools, includes articles about
helping children cope — https://
bit.ly/340fIRC

Managing anxiety during COVID-19
— https://bit.ly/2Rnrdye

What you should be buying at the
grocery store during the coronavi-
rus outbreak — https://bit.
ly/2xg449X

Staying fit at home: Ideas from a

Sumter Family YMCA health leader
— https://bit.ly/34nE3S8

PUBLICAGENDA

EDITOR’S NOTE: Please
note that due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, some
of the following meetings/
events may be cancelled, re-
scheduled or held virtually.

SUMTER CITY COUNCIL (VIRTUAL)
Today, 5:30 p.m., Sumter Opera
House, 21 N. Main St. The Sumter
Opera House is currently closed
to the public due to the
coronavirus. View the meeting at
www.youtube.com/CityofSumter.

CLARENDON SCHOOL DISTRICT 2
Today, 5:30 p.m., district office, 15
Major Drive, Manning

CLARENDON COUNTY PLANNING &
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Today, 6 p.m., planning
commission office, 411 Sunset
Drive, Manning

The lastword  ARIES (March
in astrology g:-Ar;nl 19):
ow down,
moment to

look around and see what everyone is
doing. The more you observe, the
greater leverage you'll have when it
comes time for you to step into the
spotlight. Be responsible, not
reactionary.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Follow
your instincts. Don't hesitate because
someone can‘t make up his or her
mind. How you feel should determine
what you do next. Pursue a goal that
helps you get what you want without
breaking any rules or regulations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Make
personal improvements that lift your
spirit and give you the courage to
conquer your dreams. Stick to
whatever plan or path you choose,
and don't stop until you're happy with
the results you achieve.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Look for a
way to help. Be part of the solution.
Share your thoughts and opinions. Do
whatever it takes to collaborate with
people who share your plan. Be
reluctant to deal with institutions and
government agencies without
sufficient preparation.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take care of
personal matters first. Address
concerns regarding your health,
appearance and relationships with
others. You may crave change, but
hold off until you're ready to initiate
what you want to happen.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Put your
plans to the test. Step up and share
your thoughts with those who have
the means to help you get what you
want. Beware of anyone bold, smooth
and offering too much for too little.
Trust your instincts.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Question
any relationship that is too
demanding. Concentrate on what
makes you happy and how you see
yourself moving forward. Don't buy
into a plan that you don'’t feel
passionate about or that will deter
you from following your heart.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Share
your feelings, work on a plan that fits
your budget and bring about the
changes that will make you happy.
Don't limit what you can do; with
time, effort and compromise, you can
turn your home into your personal
Shangri-La.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Plan
to do something energetic. Keeping
active will help you ward off pent-up
feelings and a potential argument.
Give yourself the time to think about
what you want and how best to
proceed. Make a promise to someone
you love.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Put
your heart and soul into turning your
residence into a place that
encourages you to explore new
interests and expand your
entertainment center. Work with
whoever you share your space with to
ensure you achieve something
perfect for everyone.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Take a
step back, look at what you're up
against and consider how to make
the best use of your time. Don't feel
responsible for someone’s happiness.
It's time to work on personal growth
and what pleases you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Stifle
unsavory situations before they have
a chance to grow. An intelligent
approach to whatever problem you
face, coupled with hands-on work to
make your environment better for
everyone you live with, will make your
life easier.

WEATHER

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

AccuWeather’ five-day forecast for Sumter

TODAY TONIGHT WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
A shower and Cloudy with a bit An afternoon Warmerwitha  Clouds and sun with An afternoon
t-storm around of rain thunderstorm thunderstorm at-storm t-storm in spots
71° 60° 76°/ 62° 84°/66° 87°/68° 89°/70°
Chance of rain: 70% Chance of rain: 60% Chance of rain: 60% Chance of rain: 55% Chance of rain: 65% Chance of rain: 40%
NNW 8-16 mph WNW 6-12 mph N 6-12mph ENE 4-8 mph SSW 4-8 mph SW 4-8 mph
L Gaffriey
Q 63/58
TODAY’S @  Spartanburg
Greenville 65/58
SOUTH 67/57
CAROLINA S Florence
Bishopville 72/63
WEATHER 68/62 Y
Temperatures shown on map are Columbia @ Q Sumter
today’s highs and tonight's lows. 69/62 71/60 Myrtle
IN THE MOUNTAINS Manning @ Beach o
Q 71/62 75/64
Today: Cool with showers around. Winds Aiken
north-northeast 7-14 mph. 70/60
Wednesday: A thunderstorm in the after-
noon. Winds northeast 6-12 mph.
ON THE COAST Charleston
Today: Occasional rain and a thunderstorm. 74/62 @
High 73t0 77.
Wednesday: A shower and thunderstorm; @AccuWeather
a thunderstorm south. High 76 to 81. Plan your week with us
Visit AccuWeather.com
LOCAL ALMANAC LAKE LEVELS SUN AND MOON
SUMTER THROUGH 2 P.M. YESTERDAY Lak FuIII 7 a.T. 24};hr Sunrise  6:10a.m. Sunset  8:35p.m.
ake pool  yest.  chg Moonrise 3:18a.m. Moonset 4:23 p.m.
Lei";fem"'e - Murray 360 35752 -0.06 :
Lo o3 Marion 768 7569 -0.10 New — First  Full  last
Normal high 88° Moultrie 755 7493 none - - [N
Normal low  66° Wateree 100 96.96 +0.01
Record high 101°in 2015 June21 June28  July5 July 12
Record low  50°in 1979 RIVER STAGES
Precinitati Flood 7am. 24-hr TIDES
pitation River stage t h
R " 9 yest. chg AT MYRTLE BEACH
24 hrs ending 2 p.m. yest.  0.02 .
0 Black River 12 964 -0.15 High Ht Low Ht
Month to date 1.16 Congaree River 19 435 -1.20 J : 2 '
Normal month to date 2.60" L ncghes River 14 7.84 _0'_] 5 Today 6:08a.m. 26 12.5Tam. 09
Year to date 28.68" Sgluda River 14 35 -005 638pm. 30 1233pm. 03
Last year to date 14.69" - . - Wed. 6:56a.m. 2.6 1:42a.m. 0.7
Normal year to date 20.35" Up. Santee River 80 79.23 +0.06 724pm. 3. 137pm. 02
: Wateree River 24 11.79 +0.10
NATIONAL CITIES REGIONAL CITIES
Today Wed. Today  Wed. Today Wed. Today Wed.
City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W  City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W  City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W  City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Atlanta 74/61/sh 79/65/pc  Asheville 64/56/r 70/57/sh  Florence 72/63/r  78/62/t Marion 62/56/r 69/58/sh
Chicago 86/62/s 88/65/s  Athens 73/60/sh 80/63/c  Gainesville 86/64/pc 86/67/sh  Mt.Pleasant  75/64/r  77/64/t
Dallas 93/72/s 95/73/s  Augusta 74/59/c  81/60/t  Gastonia 65/60/sh 74/60/sh  Myrtle Beach  75/64/r  77/66/t
Detroit 82/58/s 85/59/s  Beaufort 76/63/c  81/65/t  Goldsboro 72/64/r  77/65/r  Orangeburg  71/62/t 75/61/t
Houston 94/70/s 94/70/s  CapeHatteras 78/71/r 82/72/r  Goose Creek  73/62/r 77/63/t Port Royal 76/64/c  78/65/t
Los Angeles  78/62/pc 76/59/pc  Charleston 74/62/r  78/63/t  Greensboro 62/56/r 68/59/sh  Raleigh 67/59/r 71/61/sh
New Orleans  92/77/s 91/76/s  Charlotte 65/60/c  73/58/c  Greenville 67/57/sh  75/58/t Rock Hill 65/60/c  72/59/c
New York 78/61/s 80/64/s  Clemson 69/60/c  76/60/c  Hickory 63/56/r 71/58/sh  Rockingham  67/61/r 74/63/sh
Orlando 89/69/pc 90/71/pc  Columbia 69/62/t  76/61/t Hilton Head 75/64/r  77/65/t  Savannah 79/61/c  82/63/c
Philadelphia  78/60/pc 78/63/pc  Darlington 68/64/t  75/62/t  Jacksonville, FL 83/64/pc 85/68/pc  Spartanburg  65/58/sh  74/58/t
Phoenix 107/76/s 103/75/s  Elizabeth City ~ 72/68/r  76/68/r La Grange 80/59/pc 81/64/pc  Summerville  73/62/r  76/61/t
San Francisco  71/54/s  78/55/s  Elizabethtown 71/64/r  76/64/t ~ Macon 79/57/pc 83/63/c  Wilmington  73/64/r  77/65/r
Wash., DC 77/64/pc 75/66/pc  Fayetteville 71/63/r  76/64/t Marietta 73/60/sh 79/64/pc  Winston-Salem 62/57/r 68/59/sh

The Jewelry Doctors

HOURS:

TUES & FRI

10 - 5:30

692 Bultman Drive 803 775-9145

PICTURES FROM THE PUBLIC

Sandra Holbert spotted this deer in her backyard enjoying a breakfast of blackberries.

HAVEYOU TAKEN PICTURES OF INTERESTING, EXCITING, BEAUTIFUL OR HISTORICAL PLACES? Would you like to share

thoseimages with your fellow Sumter ltem readers? E-mail your hi-resolution jpegs to sandra@theitem.com, or mail to Sandra Holbert

/o The Sumter ftem, PO. Box 1677, Sumter, SC29150. Include clearly printed or typed name of photographer and photo details. Indude a
self-addressed, stamped envelope for return of your photo. Amateur photographers only please. Photos of poor reproduction quality may not
publish. With the exception of pictures that are of a timely nature, submitted photos will publish in the order in which they are received.
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