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Howard County
Mother of Counties

Organized on Jan. 23, 1816, and named for Missouri’s first territorial 
governor, Benjamin Howard, this region initially encompassed most all of 
northwest Missouri and even part of Iowa. Within a few years, 29 counties 
were formed from Howard’s original boundaries, earning it the moniker, 
“Mother of Counties.” The county actually pre-dates Missouri’s admittance 
into the United States by approximately five years. 

Howard County was settled primarily by those from the upper Southern 
states of Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia. They brought slave-holding 
traditions with them and cultivated hemp, tobacco and other crops, in addi-
tion to raising cattle, swine and poultry. Howard was one of several coun-
ties settled mainly by Southerners along the Missouri River in the center 
of the state. Because of this, the area became known as Little Dixie, and 
Howard County was at its heart. The county continued to be developed for 
agriculture and is still largely rural. 

Initially the county seat was in Old Franklin, but because of frequent 
floods the location was moved to Fayette in 1823. Five courthouses have 
stood on the present site on the town square, with the present one erected 
in 1888. County Offices-Howard

County Road & Bridge   248-2187
Courthouse

Assessor’s Office 248-3400
Associate Division 248-3326
Circuit Clerk & Recorder 248-2194
County Collector 248-2195
County Clerk 248-2284
County Commission 248-2193
Non-Emergency County Jail 248-2490
Non-Emergency County 911 248-2477 or 248-3605
County Treasurer 248-2196
Drivers License Bureau 248-1107
Emergency Management Agency 248-1111
Fayette Housing Authority 248-2213
Family Services Division 248-3324
Fayette Police Dept. 248-2241
HDC 248-3503
Home Health Agency 248-2100
Howard County Rural Fire District 248-3344
Main Street Director 248-2800
Post Office 248-3309
Probate Division 248-3326
Probation and Parole 248-1058
Prosecuting Attorney 248-1040 or 248-3183
Public Administrator 248-5161
Sheriffs Office 248-2477
    After 5 p.m 248-2490
    Fax# 248-1140
Public Health Nurse 248-3100
Senior Citizens Center 248-3733
Small Claims Division 248-3326
University Extension 248-2272
State Highway Maintenance Building 248-3213
State Road Conditions 1-800-222-6400
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New Windows installed in 
Courthouse in 2017

Installation of new storm windows for the Howard County Courthouse began in April.  The project 
will assist with energy effeciency.

Old courthouse that burned 
Dec. 1, 1886

Built in 1856, this is the third courthouse to serve Howard County. It burned Dec. 1, 1886, and the 
cornerstone for the present courthouse was laid approximately nine months later.


