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Custom Remodels 
& Builds With  Local 

Attention  to Details.

125 East 11th Street
Crete, NE

402-826-2104

SERVICES
New Construction   Decks   Remodels   Garage Doors 

Siding   Windows   Doors   Stonework & More

HOMES LOCATED IN CRETE, NEBRASKA
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402-947-5591  
122 S Main Street, Friend
Owners Arthur Drake & John Steyer

CRETE LUMBER AND FARM SUPPLY

402-826-2197 • cretelumberandfarm.com • W. Hwy 33 • Crete, NE

General Contracting - New Construction
Design and Construct Buildings - Remodeling

Special Seed Mixes  - Custom Seeding
Livestock Feed & Equipment - Fencing Consulting
Construction Lots Available - Special Order Clothing

®

Beekeepers Steve and 
Jesse Schmidt say 
bees are “fascinating 
creatures”

BY HANNA CHRISTENSEN
scireporter@sewardindependent.com

Steve Schmidt of Crete and his son, 
Jesse, began raising bees together more 
than a decade ago. 

They found the activity to be not 
only a peaceful and productive way to 
spend time but also became fascinated 
with the creatures.

Steve decided to take a class on bee-
keeping through Southeast Community 
College and asked Jesse if he wanted to 
take a beekeeping class, too. Little did 
he know, Jesse was already taking one 
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
while working on his undergraduate 
degree. 

The pair then decided to start raising 
bees together.

According to the United States De-
partment of Agriculture, about 75% of 
fruits, vegetables and nuts grown in the 
United States are pollinated by bees, 
and one out of every four foods people 
eat were pollinated by bees. Steve said 
the population of bees is dwindling, so 
he felt it was important to do his part in 

boosting it.
At its most, Schmidt Apiaries 

consisted of 10 hives. However, the 
Schmidts decided to stop doing farmers 
markets and therefore downsized to 
only sell to friends and family. Jesse 
moved to Bennett a few years ago and 
took four hives with him. Steve still has 
one in Crete.

Jesse said he loved learning about 
bees while preparing to be a beekeeper. 
There can be 30,000 to 90,000 bees 
in a colony and there is always just one 
queen. The queen’s job is to lay about 
1,000 eggs a day and the drone bees’ 
only focus is on mating with the queen. 

The worker bees keep the hive going 
by collecting pollen and nectar, feeding 

the other bees, creating wax and more. 
Worker bees work so hard in the hive 
that they only live a few weeks.

“A lot of our food is dependent on 
bees pollinating them, and it's just a 
natural cycle. It's a natural thing that 
God has made that is necessary for the 
production of food, and they're just 
incredibly fascinating,” Jesse said. 
“There's just so many different aspects 
to them, and you can look at them and 
see thousands of them on the frame. 
I just find it very interesting. And of 
course, honey is delicious.”

Steve said beekeeping is not really 
a money maker unless the keeper has 

What’s the buzz?
COURTESY PHOTOS

Bees at the Schmidt Apiaries. 
Father-son duo Steve and Jesse Schmidt extract honey 
from bees they raised together. 

See BEES, page 15
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Warren Jennings
Land and Ranch Agent
Residential Agent
Cell: 417.527.1274
wjennings@ 
cernylandandhome.com

United Country Real Estate is the Nation’s Largest Seller of Land

Mike Cerny
NE Land Specialist
Broker/Owner
402.670.3875

Providing Auction Services for Farm Equipment, Land, Commercial & Personal Property

Thinking of Selling?
We have buyers looking for farm ground, 
small acreages and hunting properties.

NO HIDDEN RESERVES

UNITED COUNTRY CERNY 
LAND HOME & AUCTION

Office: 402.521.2062
Located in Ashland, NE

mcerny@cernylandandhome.com
www.cernylandandhome.com

4600 N. 48th St.
Lincoln, NE 68504
402-467-1239
uriberefuse.com

Residential Commercial Roll-Off
Portable Restroom Service 

Commercial & Septic Pumping

Serving Seward & Lancaster Counties
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BY HANNA CHRISTENSEN
scireporter@sewardindependent.com

Homes with floor areas 
of 400 square feet or 
less are considered “tiny 
homes,” according to the 
International Residential 
Code, and some people 
are opting for them as a 
way to shrink their hous-
ing expenses and raise 
their budgets for other 
activities.

“I think really the draw 
is living more simplistic 
and spending less on 
housing and more on ex-
periences and things like 
that,” said Joe Schlucke-
bier, real estate agent at 
Premier Real Estate in 
Milford.

Some people also enjoy 
owning tiny homes be-
cause the smaller space is 
easier to clean and more 
eco-friendly. Many people 
put their tiny homes on 
wheels so they can travel 
with them.

According to Porch’s 
data collected on Zillow, 
the average tiny home in 
Nebraska was $37,700 in 
2021. However, living in 
a tiny home can lead to 
feeling cramped and dif-
ficulties finding space for 
storage or hosting guests. 

The Sustainable 
Development Code said 
tiny homes began gain-

ing traction more than a 
decade ago and, although 

they are often rare to 
come across, they have 

been steadily increasing 
in popularity since then.

Schluckebier said he 
has not seen many tiny 
homes in Seward County 
or its surrounding areas. 

“In rural Nebraska, 
people tend to live out 
here because they like 
their space a little bit 
more,” he said. “I don't 
know how popular they’d 
be outside of urban 
areas, but I've wondered 
if there’s an opportunity 
here.” 

People looking to build 
tiny homes may face 
problems getting them 
approved due to zoning 
laws in many areas.

“Rurally, you can only 
have so many houses on 
a section of land, and in 
town, you have to have 
a minimum lot size,” he 
said. “Things like that 
with zoning that aren't 
really designed for tiny 
homes. So, I think that's 
the first obstacle. 

“Somebody would need 
to break the mold a little 
bit and do some zoning 
changing and really start 
something like that.” 

Living small 
Why some are embracing tiny homes for big savings and simpler lives

IMAGE FROM METRO
“Tiny homes” offer homeowners an option to shrink their housing expenses.
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Are the leaves on your trees turning pale yellow or 
light green? This could be a sign of iron chlorosis. Iron 
chlorosis is typically caused by high soil pH (alkaline 
soils). High PH levels are common in Nebraska.
Other common factors include:

· Poor Soil Aeration 

· Compacted Soils

· Excessive Watering
Tree species that are commonly affected are Pin Oak, 
Red Maple, River Birch, and White Pines.
With proper diagnosis and treatment it will allow 
your tree to thrive and bring back the vibrant green. 
Dependent upon the species of tree and severity of 
the case, fall may be the ideal time to treat.

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• PLANT HEALTHCARE 

SERVICES

HOW WOULD YOU 
RATE YOUR GREEN?

402.803.1750
witt360treeservice.com

IRON CHLOROSIS

CALL OUR CERTIFIED 
ARBORIST TODAY!
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Pumpkin perfection: cozy up your porch with fall charm
BY AMY HAUSMAN

amy@friendsentinel.com

When it comes to fall, 
all self control flies out 
the window with me. I 
am a sucker for the au-
tumn hues – love bring-
ing those elements to a 
porch. It enhances curb 
appeal and is a chance 
to be creative. And if 
you are like me and love 
the huge pumpkins, it 
doubles as an arm day 
carting the haul from the 
patch to the porch. 

Decorating your porch 
or outdoor space with 
pumpkins and mums can 
create a cozy, autumnal 
atmosphere that makes 
a great first impression 
for neighbors and guests.  
Here are some tips to 
make the most of these 
seasonal elements:

1. Vary Pumpkin Sizes 
and Colors

   - Use a mix of small, 
medium, and large 
pumpkins to create depth 
and interest.

   - Opt for different 
pumpkin colors—white, 
blue-gray, and orange—
for a visually dynamic 
look.

   - Consider stacking 
pumpkins on top of each 
other for added height 
and variety.

2. Pair Mums with 
Containers

   - Place mums in 
rustic containers like gal-
vanized buckets, wooden 
crates, or woven baskets.

   - Elevate some mums 
on stools or overturned 
crates to add vertical 
interest to your display.

   - Choose a color 
scheme with your mums 
(e.g., yellows, oranges, 
purples, or reds) to com-
plement your pumpkins.

3. Incorporate Other 

Natural Elements
   - Add hay bales, corn 

stalks, or dried branch-
es to bring texture and 
layers to your setup.

   - Include some 
gourds or squash for 
added color and shape 
variety.

   - Scatter fall leaves 
or pinecones around your 
display for a more natu-
ral, lived-in look.

4. Symmetry or Asym-
metry

   - For a more classic, 
formal look, opt for sym-
metrical arrangements on 
either side of your door.

   - For a more modern 
or eclectic vibe, create 
asymmetrical group-
ings with pumpkins and 
mums of different sizes.

5. Add Lighting
   - Use lanterns, string 

lights, or candles to add 
a warm glow to your 
display, especially in the 
evening.

   - Place some can-
dles inside hollowed-out 
pumpkins or lanterns 
among the mums for an 
inviting touch.

6. Personal Touches
   - Incorporate a 

welcome sign, a seasonal 
doormat, or a wreath 
made of twigs, mums, or 
small pumpkins.

   - You can even paint 
or stencil some pumpkins 
for a more personalized 
or artistic look.

7. Consider Durability
   - Keep the pumpkins 

and mums in shady spots 
or sheltered areas to en-
sure they last longer, as 
direct sun can cause them 
to fade or spoil more 
quickly.

These simple ideas can 
make your outdoor space 
a warm and welcoming 
autumn retreat!

AMY HAUSMAN
Braun Pumpkin Patch located at 832 County Road E in Friend offers a variety of pumpkin colors, textures and sizes 
to add variety to your porch display. 
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Great home & auto 
rates for any budget.

Individual premiums and 
budgets will vary by customer. 
All applicants subject to State 
Farm® underwriting requirements. 
Availability and amount of 
discounts and savings vary by 
state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile 
Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company 
State Farm General Insurance Company 
Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company 
Winter Haven, FL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance 
Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

2101551

Great home & auto 
rates for any budget. 

Surprisingly great rates await when you have 
options like bundling your home and auto 
insurance. Call me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements. Availability and amount of 
discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile 
Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance 
Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

2101551

Erin Vyhnalek, Agent
1260 Quince Avenue
Crete, NE  68333
Bus: 402-826-5000
erin@go2erin.com
Se habla Español

Erin Vyhnalek, Agent
1260 Quince Avenue
Crete, NE 68333
Bus: 402-826-5000
erin@go2erin.com
Se habla Español

Surprisingly great rates await when you have 
options like bundling your home, auto, and 
life insurance. Call me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Family-run 
operation 
selling delicious 
American 
Wagyu from our 
farm to your 
table.

Call 402-641-9168 to place an order!

Mention this ad 
for a FREE pound 

of burger!

Follow us on Facebook @CastWagyu

Prep the pantry now for seasonal baking, cooking
Kitchens serve as the 

heart of many homes. 
Thanks to the popular-
ity of open floor plans, 
kitchens also tend to be 
highly visible from near-
by spaces, such as family 
rooms and even main 
entryways. A messy, clut-
tered kitchen can be an 
inefficient eyesore that’s 
visible from various 
locations in a home. That 
makes getting organized 
in the kitchen a worth-
while goal. 

The following are 
some tips to help home-
owners organize their 
kitchens. 

Start with the utensils
Utensils come in all 

shapes and sizes. Take 
inventory of your uten-
sils, discarding or donat-
ing items you don’t use. 
Next, designate drawers 
or countertop storage 
solutions for the utensils 
you use most often. Place 

them within easy reach, 
and take into account 
your dominant hand for 
placement.

Categorize your pan-
try

Empty the pantry, 
paying attention to 
staples you regularly use. 
Then figure out a system 
for categorization that 
works for your house-
hold. Perhaps place all 
baking essentials to-
gether, such as flour, oil, 
baking soda, and cocoa 
powder. Maybe you need 
to designate a “kids cor-
ner” in the pantry where 
you keep fruit snacks, 
granola bars and break-
fast cereals. Use uniform-
ly shaped containers to 
store packaged foods so 
you’re not contending 
with oddly shaped boxes 
and bags.

Use extra wall or ceil-
ing space

Large pots and pans 
can eat up cabinet space 
or clutter the inside of an 
oven for those who don’t 
have any other space. 
While your decorative 
enamel Dutch oven 
might fit nicely on a shelf 
or counter, cast-iron 
pans and skillets can be 
hung from durable hooks 
over an island or near the 
stove.

Organize under the 
sink

It can be difficult to 
keep cleaning products 
tidy and within reach. 
Try installing a short 
tension rod inside the 
cabinet and use it to hang 
spray bottles, rubber 
gloves and cleaning 
cloths.

Use kitchen cabinet 
rollouts

A shortage of storage 
space in cabinets can be 
remedied with rollouts. 

They provide additional 
capacity to cabinets and 
make it easier to find 
items, instead of having 
to dig at the back of dim 
cabinet recesses.

Tame your container 
collection

It’s tempting to save 
all of those take-out 
containers or emp-
ty margarine tubs for 
leftovers. But if there’s 
an avalanche every time 
you open up a cabinet 
to reach for a container, 
you probably have too 
many. Invest in one type 
of storage container so 
you can nest the contain-
ers and lids for ultimate 
organization.

An organized kitchen 
is more attainable than it 
may seem. Some simple 
strategies can help home-
owners make these home 
hubs less cluttered and 
more calming.  

COURTESY PHOTO
Prepare now for the holiday season by organizing the 
kitchen and pantry. This includes stocking up on baking 
supplies, preserving fall harvests and making a functional 
space. 
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Painting and Home 
Improvements for your

HOME OR 
BUSINESS!

WENDY’S 
PAINTING

PremierPremier

402-641-6092
wendykremer12@gmail.com

I’ll come to you!
Locally owned by 
Wendy Kremer 

SCAN HERE
To Visit Our 

Facebook Page 

Air Duct Solutions
Complete Home Air Duct 

Cleaning Service402-641-6656
Colby VanDerslice • 3110 McKelvie Rd., Seward, NE • airductsolutionsofseward@gmail.com

"WHAT'S LURKING IN 
YOUR AIR DUCTS?"

Improve the air quality of your home with 
a professional duct system cleaning.

Servicing all of Seward county.
Call today to schedule a free estimate.
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BY AMY HAUSMAN
amy@friendsentinel.com

As fall settles over Seward and Saline coun-
ties, residents are transforming their homes into 
warm, inviting retreats that reflect the changing 
season. With cooler temperatures and shorter 
days ahead, homeowners are looking for ways to 
bring comfort and charm into their living spaces. 

From layering textures to embracing natural 
elements, here are a few of my tips to create a 
cozy fall atmosphere in any sized living space.

Layer textures for warmth
One of the easiest ways to make your home 

feel cozy is by layering different textures. Fall 
evenings can be especially chilly so incorporate 
fabrics like wool, flannel and faux fur to add a 
much-needed sense of warmth and comfort. 

A thick, knitted blanket draped over a couch 
or chair instantly makes the space feel inviting. 

Soft throw pillows and a plush area rug can 
also make a big difference, especially in older 
homes with wood floors that can feel cold under-
foot.

Embrace warm, earthy tones
As the fall landscape shifts from green to deep 

shades of red, orange, and brown, incorporating 
these hues into your home’s interior can help 
bring the season indoors. Switching out lighter 
summer linens for darker, autumnal shades in 
your curtains, pillows or tablecloths is an easy 
way to bring fall into your home without spend-
ing a fortune.

Bring the outdoors inside
In our rural small towns where the vast land-

scape plays a big part in our daily lives, using 
natural elements in home decor is a popular 
trend. From pumpkins and gourds to dried corn 
stalks and wildflowers, bringing a bit of nature 
indoors helps capture the essence of the season. 
A simple jar of pine cones with twinkle lights can 
become a beautiful and economic centerpiece.

Add vintage charm
For those looking to enhance the rustic charm 

of their homes, add a few vintage pieces. The 
antique shops, second hand and upcycled shops 
across both counties offer a variety of unique 
finds, from old wooden crates to copper kitch-
enware. Vintage items have stories behind them 
and can be functional while charming.

As rural Nebraskans prepare for colder days 
ahead, these design tips offer simple ways to 
make the home a warm and welcoming place to 
spend the season. With a few thoughtful touch-
es, any space can be transformed into a cozy 
autumn retreat.

Four simple ways to fall for fall interiors

KEATON BURGESS
Items like these can be found at 14tin in Seward and can help you get your home ready for fall.
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0 APR UP TO 84MOS

KubotaUSA.com

BX2380 SERIES

%

OR

SAVE UP TO 3,300$
ON SELECT KUBOTA

TRACTORS

*Based on EDA tractor sales data of under 40 horsepower models from 2018 to 2022. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2024. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. �nancing for
up to 84 months on purchases of new Kubota BX2380 series equipment at participating dealers in-stock inventory is available to quali�ed purchasers
through Kubota Credit Corporation USA; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 �nanced. Customer instant rebates
include Orange Plus Attachment Instant Rebate of $100 with purchase of the second qualifying new implement and $200 for the third new qualifying
implement. Some exceptions apply. There is no rebate on the �rst implement purchased. Offers expire 06/30/24. Terms subject to change. For complete
warranty, disclaimer, safety and product information see dealer or KubotaUSA.com. Your Kubota Limited warranty gives you speci�c legal rights. You may
have other rights which vary from state to state. 6 years limited powertrain warranty, Kubota Tractor Corporation does not authorize any person to create for
KTC any obligation or liability other than that stated in the limited warranty. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety and product and incentive offer
information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the Owner’s Warranty Information Guide for the Kubota limited warranty on all products. Visit
KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers for more information.

Nebraska Equipment

1275 280th

Seward, NE 68434

402-643-6641

www.nebraskaequip.com

Your Kubota

dealer of

choice

Your Kubota dealer of choice

0%

$3,300SAVE UP TO
ON SELECT 
KUBOTA 
TRACTORS

APR | UP TO 84MOS

— OR —

*Based on EDA tractor sales data of under 40 horsepower models from 2018 to 2022. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 
2024. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing forup to 84 months on purchases of new Kubota BX2380 series equipment 
at participating dealers in-stock inventory is available to qualified purchasersthrough Kubota Credit Corporation 
USA; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 financed. Customer instant 
rebatesinclude Orange Plus Attachment Instant Rebate of $100 with purchase of the second qualifying new 
implement and $200 for the third new qualifyingimplement. Some exceptions apply. There is no rebate on the first 
implement purchased. Offers expire 06/30/24. Terms subject to change. For completewarranty, disclaimer, safety 
and product information see dealer or KubotaUSA.com. Your Kubota Limited warranty gives you specific legal 
rights. You mayhave other rights which vary from state to state. 6 years limited powertrain warranty, Kubota Tractor 
Corporation does not authorize any person to create forKTC any obligation or liability other than that stated in the 
limited warranty. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representationsand warranties, 
express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety and 
product and incentive offerinformation, consult your local Kubota dealer and the Owner’s Warranty Information 
Guide for the Kubota limited warranty on all products. VisitKubotaUSA.com/disclaimers for more information.

KubotaUSA.com

BX2380 SERIES

Nebraska Equipment
1275 280th 

Seward, NE 68434
402-643-6641
nebraskaequip.com

BY AMY HAUSMAN
amy@friendsentinel.com

Pheasants Forever 
is offering its Pathway 
for Wildlife program 
in Seward and Saline 
counties. The govern-
ment-funded program 
began in 2019 and offers 
incentives to enhance 
wildlife habitat on crop-
land, working lands and 
within local communi-
ties. 

Producers who plant 
a diverse cover crop 
mixture for one cropping 
season are eligible for 
cost share and foregone 
income payments. Along 
with soil health benefits, 
diverse cover crops can 
provide additional cover 
to help meet seasonal 
needs of upland game 
birds (i.e. brood-rearing, 
winter and escape cover), 
pollinators and other 
wildlife.

Pheasants Forever 

precision ag coordina-
tor Nathan Pflueger’s 
main objectives are to 
work with soil health in 
the weakest areas for 
producers while making 
wildlife a focus. Pflueger 
acts as a consultant with 
the Pathway to Wildlife 
program to create full 
season solutions.

“Winter is the best 
time to be thinking about 
this program,” Pflueger 
said. “There are a slew 
of benefits to producers, 
especially those who have 
identified poor acres with 
low yields.”

Andy Harpenau pur-
chased what would have 
been his grandfather 
Arthur Horky’s farmland 
in Friend. He is trying to 
improve the soil and run 
the farm in a way that 
generates a profit. 

“The seed mixtures 
the biologist put to-
gether have some that 
germinate early, middle 

and end of the season 
to provide brooding and 
feed all year round,” 
Harpenau said. “I am 
excited to see what will 
happen next year. The 
soil was so compacted 
but now we have radish 
roots that go two feet into 
the soil, breaking it up.”

There are three pro-
gram options for land in 
Saline and Seward coun-
ties: seed corn isolation 
acres, irrigated acres and 
dryland acres. Producers 
can enroll in more than 
one option.

Seed Corn Isolation 
Acres

Producers enrolling 
seed corn isolation acres 
receive 75% cost share on 
the cover crop seed along 
with a foregone income 
payment of $300 per 
acre.

“We actually have a 
10-way mixture, but a 

Pheasants Forever 
offers 75%

cost share program

COURTESY PHOTO
A pheasant is captured at a producer’s crop cover field in Friend. Camera traps are used 
to monitor game birds for participants in the Pathway for Wildlife program.

See COST-SHARE, page 11
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Style & BudgetT O  F I T  Y O U R

A P P L I A N C E S  &  F U R N I T U R E

Complete your projects
with our help!

Outdoor
Rental Equipment

Stump Grinder
Aerator

Compactor
Grass Seeder

Ladders of All Sizes
Lawn Edger
Lawn Roller

Post Hole Digger
Pressure Washer

Power Rake / Dethatcher
Scaffold

Tiller
Weed/Grass Trimmer

Much, Much More!!

3269 Progressive Rd • Seward
402-643-4977 • Hours: M–F 7:30–5; 

Sat. 8:00–12

Special Orders
Decking & Handrail

Siding
Windows

Doors
Storm Windows & Doors
Exterior & Interior Paint

Much, Much More!!

Cost-share
Continued from page 1

producer can choose 
any seed retailer to go 
through,” Pflueger said. 

Irrigated Acres
Producers enrolling ir-

rigated acres receive 75% 
cost share on the cover 
crop seed along with a 
foregone income pay-
ment of $300 per acre on 
a maximum of 80 acres.

“Fields of producers 
will doing full season 
crop cover hold more 
water,” Pflueger said. 
“Producers from the pre-
vious year saw a benefit 
the following year even 
on fields they did not 
irrigate.”

Dryland Acres
Producers enrolling 

dryland acres receive 
75% cost share on the 
cover crop seed along 
with a foregone income 

payment up to $225 per 
acre on a maximum of 40 
acres.

Qualifying producers 
must have productive 
row crop acres within 
two miles of existing 
quality perennial habitat, 
which may include CRP 
acres, native pasture, 
wetlands, etc.

“These are native 
grasses that return every 
year,” Pflueger said. 
“These are great option 
during these drought 
years because they are 
not required to be irri-
gated.”

After March 15, a 
producer can utilize the 
cover crop biomass how 
they prefer, and the acres 
can return to row crop 
production. Ideal sites 
are a minimum of 5 acres 
and can include margin-
al acres, pivot corners, 
edge-of-field acres, and 

isolation acres, etc.
“Sometimes wind 

turbines and solar panels 
can make some areas 
more difficult to farm,” 
Pflueger said. “This pro-
gram allows producers 
to have options to square 
up their fields by put-
ting in a native habitat 
to make it a little easier 
to farm. It gives those 
producers another option 
as opposed to traditional 
row crop farming.”

Contracts for the 
full season practice are 
for one season (June 1 
through March 15).

There is potential to 
re enroll acres, but this 
is dependent on practice 
funding.

Participants will 
receive 75% cost-share 
for a diverse, cover crop 
seed mixture. Seed corn 
isolation and irrigated 
acres qualify for a fore-

gone income payment 
of $300/acre. Foregone 
income payments for 
dryland acres are based 
on NRCS Soils Classifica-
tion: $140/acre for Class 
5-8 soils (Moderate-Low 
Productivity) and $225/
acre for Class 1-4 soils 
(High Productivity).

“It is a very simple 
process and flexible,” 
Pflueger said. “There are 
three pages of paperwork 
including the applica-
tion, W(9), and notice of 
interest form. We will do 
a site visit and take a look 
at everything and make 
recommendations from 
there.”

Sites may be chosen to 
monitor wildlife and soil 
health. Camera traps are 
used to monitor upland 
gamebird and other wild-
life use of the cover crop 
stands. Infiltration tests 
are conducted on several 

sites to determine if the 
practice increased water 
infiltration rates.

“We want to make 
sure that it is beneficial 
to the game birds and 

for multiple years seen 
use by other wildlife,” 
Pflueger said. 

For questions, contact 
Pflueger at (402) 646-
5426.

COURTESY PHOTO
Andy Harpenau showcases the full season crop cover at 
the family farm in Friend. This benefits the soil’s carbon 
content as well as creates habitats for wildlife. 
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Want to improve your rural property? 

We can help. We offer cost-share 
or other incentive and 

assistance programs for the 
following - AND MORE!

Wildlife EnhancementWildlife Enhancement
Soil & Water Conservation Practices Soil & Water Conservation Practices 
(Terraces, Basins, Waterways, etc.)(Terraces, Basins, Waterways, etc.)

Windbreak Installation, Renovation, & Windbreak Installation, Renovation, & 
ExtensionExtension

Point of Use Reverse Osmosis SystemsPoint of Use Reverse Osmosis Systems
Soil Health (cover crops)Soil Health (cover crops)
Well DecommissioningWell Decommissioning

Private DamsPrivate Dams

UPPER BIG BLUE
NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT
319 E 25th St, York            (402) 362-6601

www.upperbigblue.orgwww.upperbigblue.org

www.cattlebank.com • 104 South 5th St. • Seward, NE  68434 • (402) 643-3636

FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION, PURCHASES, HOME EQUITY LOANS AND 
MORE, WE HAVE COMPETITIVE RATES AND A KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF.
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Home vegetable or 
flower gardeners are 
often unhappy with their 
soil quality. 

They routinely incor-
porate organic matter 
in the soil each fall, but 
don't see much change 
in their soil texture. Why 
aren’t they developing 
beautiful crumbly dark 
brown soil that’s easy to 
plant and great for vege-
table root crops?

Routinely tilling 
garden soil each fall 
and spring could be the 
culprit.

Microbes, humus and 
soil aggregation

USDA Natural Re-
source Conservation Ser-
vice encourages building 
soil health and protecting 
soil organisms, through

• keeping the soil cov-
ered as much as possible

• disturbing soil as 
little as possible

• keeping plants grow-

ing throughout the year 
to feed soil, and

• diversifying plant 
material through crop 
rotation.

Soil is a combination 
of non-living materi-
als – sand, silt, and clay 
particles – along with 
organic matter and living 
organisms. The largest 
living soil organisms 
include earthworms, 
insects and nematodes, 
the smallest are bacteria 
and fungi. But there are 
many, many soil organ-
isms in between.

Organic matter comes 
from the decomposi-
tion of plant and animal 
remains and is a food 
source for these soil 
organisms, releasing nu-
trients as it breaks down 
into humus. The amount 
of organic matter in soil 
varies depending on the 
kinds of crops grown, 
whether plant residue 
is removed or incorpo-

rated into the soil, the 
frequency of tillage and 
the wetness or drainage 
of the soil. 

Humus is decomposed 
organic matter that has 
reached a stable stage 
and will not decompose 
any further without a 
change in temperature, 
pressure or heat. Hu-
mus is very important 
to healthy soil because 
it increases populations 
of soil organisms by 
improving water-hold-
ing capacity, increasing 
water percolation and 
reducing soil erosion and 
nutrient leaching. 

Through their normal 
life processes, soil fungi 
create substances that act 
as glue, binding togeth-
er particles of organic 
matter, humus, silt, clay 
and/or sand. These tiny 
clumps of particles are 
called soil aggregates. 

Converting to no-till 
for home gardeners

IMAGE FROM PIXABAY
Green onions are shown mulched with grass clippings to control weeds and improve 
soil quality. 

See GARDENS, page 14
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Commercial/Residential    734 Seward St. Seward, NE 68434•

402-643-3644 24/7 Service    Sales Installation• •

Call Troy at
402.587.0959

McBRIDE TRUCKING & EXCAVATING INC.

NEED ROCK, 
GRAVEL, OR 

FILL SAND?

Benefits of no-till 
gardening

Soil aggregates are import-
ant because their variation in 
size creates large and small 
pore spaces in the soil, which 
are used as pathways for water, 
oxygen and plant roots. Soils 
with good aggregate forma-
tion tend to be more loose and 
crumbly. Tilling physically 
breaks down soil aggregates, 
reducing the benefits they pro-
vide to soil structure.

Reducing or eliminating 
tilling in your garden provides 
the following benefits.

• Slower decomposition of 
organic matter, resulting in 
increased organic matter levels

• Increased soil organism 
populations and activity

• Retention of current soil 
aggregates and increased for-
mation of new soil aggregates

• Improved water perco-
lation into soil and water 
drainage

• Improved soil aeration
• Improved crop root devel-

opment
• Increased resistance to 

wind and water soil erosion

Converting to no-till gar-
dening

How can you convert exist-
ing gardens to no-till? Start 
this fall or winter; collect all 
the available organic matter 
you can find, such as tree 
leaves, pine needles, sawdust, 
wood chips, bark, corn cobs, 

corn stalks, grass clippings or 
straw. 

Newspaper and cardboard 
are useful too. Manure can also 
be used; for vegetable gardens 
be sure to apply manure in fall, 
not spring, or use composted 
manure. 

Design your garden with 
planting beds narrow enough 
to plant, weed and harvest 
without walking in them – 
which would increase soil com-
paction. All the necessary work 
will be done from the sides of 
the planting beds. Typically, 
four-foot-wide planting beds 
work well. 

If you have the strength 
and time for some heavy work, 
begin by spading 3- to 4-inches 
of compost into the soil. Spad-
ing is much less disruptive to 
soil aggregates and is useful in 
starting to break up heavy soil. 
Work the compost into the soil 
at a depth of approximately 8- 
to 10- inches. Then proceed to 
the next step below. 

If you don't have the muscle 
to spade in compost or your 
soil is already of moderate 
quality, then once the planting 
beds have been laid out simply 
apply a heavy layer of organic 
matter over each, approxi-
mately 4- to 6-inches deep. 

Walking paths can be han-
dled in several ways: 

• mulched 8 to 10-inches 
deep with organic materials

• planted with grass or an-
other ground cover, or

• covered with newspaper/

cardboard and mulch. When 
using newspaper or cardboard, 
start with several layers and 
top them with 2 to 4-inches 
of leaves, grass clippings, etc. 
This holds the paper and card-
board in place as they degrade.

Guess what? You’re done! 
The organic matter will begin 
to break down over winter. 
Earthworms and other soil 
organisms will incorporate the 
organic matter into the under-
lying soil.

Over time, your soil organic 
matter levels will increase, 
along with increasing numbers 
of soil microbes and improved 
soil aggregation imparting all 
the benefits discussed above. 

When you’re ready to 
plant in spring, simply push 
aside the mulch layer where 
you want to place your seeds 
or transplants. Use a hoe to 
create a planting furrow or 
hand-dig holes for individual 
transplants. 

Once the plants are up and 
growing, pull the mulch back 
in place or reapply fresh mulch 
around the base of the plants. 
This will prevent rain splash 
of soil and plant pathogens 
onto the lower leaves – which 
is the most common method 
of disease introduction – and 
conserve soil moisture.  

At the end of the growing 
season, dead vegetation can be 
incorporated into the mulch 
layer as long as plants were 
not severely insect or disease 
infested. Or, if you prefer, 

compost it first then spread 
the compost over your garden. 
Replenish the mulch layer over 
planting beds as needed during 
spring and summer; maintain 
an 8- to 10-inch layer in fall 
and winter.

Next year, consider add-
ing a fall cover crop seeding 
into your no-till system to 
add more organic matter 
and more quickly break up 
heavy soil. For more infor-
mation on cover crops, check 
out Cover Crops and Green 
Manures in Home Gardens, 
https://extension.umn.edu/
managing-soil-and-nutrients/
cover-crops-and-green-ma-
nures, University of Minnesota 
Extension.

Gain mastery over weeds
One final benefit of no-till 

gardening – reducing weed 
problems. Tilling brings fresh 
weed seed to the soil surface 
each year, so combining good 
weed management with no-till 
practices will eventually reduce 
the amount of weed seed in the 
upper few inches of soil. 

Plus, the thick mulch layers 
used to create your beds reduc-
es light penetration into the 
soil surface and further reduc-
es weed seed germination. 

 Is there a lawn and gar-
dening topic you would like 
to learn more about? Sarah 
Browning is an Extension Edu-
cator with Nebraska Extension 
and can be contacted by phone 
(402) 441-7180, by mail at 444 
Cherrycreek Road, Lincoln, 
NE 68528: or by e-mail sarah.
browning@unl.edu.

Continued from 13

Gardens

IMAGE FROM METRO
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BY KEATON BURGESS
reporter@sewardindependent.com

With fall right around the corner, 
the temperature will start to drop 
from the scorching hot temps of the 
summer into the cool nights of fall. 

When fall arrives and the temps 
start to drop, energy bills can sneak 
up and leave the home owner won-
dering why they’re paying so much.

According to the National Environ-
mental Education Foundation, fall is 
a good time to assess your home to 
make sure it is ready for the colder 
months.

Here are a few tips to help save a 
few bucks this fall:

Leave your curtains open on sunny 
days. The sun shining into your 

windows will help heat your house 
via radiant energy. Make sure to close 
them at nights to help keep heat in.

Clean or replace air filters. Accord-
ing to the NEEF, “A dirty or clogged 
air filter can make your heating sys-
tem work harder to push air through-
out your home. Clean or replace your 
filters as recommended to help boost 
the performance of your heating 
system.”

Check for leaks in your home. 
Leaks can lead to a lot of heat escap-
ing your home. Use caulk to seal leaks 
in your home insulation. Finding 
drafty doors and windows as well as 
looking for dropped ceilings, recessed 
lights, attic entrances, water and 
furnace flues, air ducts, outlets and 
switches and plumbing and utility 
access can help too.

Tips to save on 
your energy 
bill this fall

more than 100 hives. 
However, all of their hives 
yield gallons of honey and 
he enjoys selling to his 
family and friends. His 
wife uses honey as a sub-
stitute for sugar when she 
bakes and their grandkids 
love eating fresh honey on 
biscuits.

Besides extracting the 
honey, the majority of the 
work in beekeeping in Ne-
braska is centered around 
preparing for the winter. 
Steve said it is vital to 
wrap the hives and feed 
the bees during the winter 
to raise the chances they 
will make it through the 
season. 

“Bees are not as sturdy 
as they were 50 years 
ago, and we need to keep 
perpetuating them so 
they continue to pollinate 
the plants that produce 
the food that we eat,” he 
said. “You replace more 

than half of your bees the 
following year because 
the bees don’t survive the 
winter.”

Steve said keepers can-
not control where their 
bees will pollinate, and 
they will pollinate any 
plants they choose within 
three miles of their hive. 
However, he has a small 
garden that they likely 
help with.

Steve said the bees are 
generally calmer than 
people might expect.  

Beekeeping can also 
be therapeutic, and those 
who raise bees can feel 
accomplished knowing 
they are doing something 
positive for the environ-
ment.

“They are just fascinat-
ing creatures, incredibly 
smart, and just watching 
them go about their day-
to-day business of collect-
ing up pollen and return-
ing to the hive and seeing 

when they're building 
honeycomb and seeing 
when they're filling that 
honeycomb with either 
eggs to turn into larva or 
honey or pollen, it's just 
a fascinating, peaceful 
hobby,” Steve said. 

Steve said he loves that 
beekeeping was some-
thing he got to do with his 
son.

“We've had a lot of 
good times working 
together with the bees 
and buying the bees for 
the first time and driving 
these boxes of 15,000 
bees in the back of the 
suburban to our house so 
that we can put them in 
hives,” he said. “Just all 
the time we spent extract-
ing honey and working 
on the hives, I just really 
enjoyed that time with my 
son.” 

He said he would 
recommend the hobby to 
anyone.

Continued from 3

Bees
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1025 Main Ave.
Crete, NE

402-826-3397
creteacehardware.com

CRETE

Get Ready 
for Tailgate 
Season

Shop our 
inventory of 

grills, mowers 
& Yeti 

coolers!
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